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ADVERTISEMENT. 


The  single  end  of  this  book  is  the  presentation,  in  a  compact  and  convenient 
form,  of  the  more  important  facts,  votes,  resolves,  letters,  speeches,  reports 
and  other  documents,  which  elucidate  the  political  contest  now  agitating  this 
country.  It  has  been  our  aim  to  let  every  candidate  and  other  important  per- 
sonage speak  for  himself,  make  his  own  platform,  and  vindicate  (if  he  may)  his 
own  consistency  and  the  soundness  of  his  views  on  the  great  questions  which 
underlie  our  current  politics. 

Of  course,  such  a  work  can  have  but  a  comparative  merit.  Make  it  ever  so 
large,  and  still  many  things  must  be  omitted  that  the  compiler  would  wish  to 
insert ;  and  every  critic  will  plausibly  ask,  "  "WTiy  insert  this  and  omit  tliat  ? 
Why  give  so  much  of  A.  and  so  little  of  B.  ?"  Beside,  it  is  not  always  possi- 
ble to  remember,  or,  if  remembered,  to  find,  all  that  would  be  valued  in  a  work 
like  this.  "We  can  only  say  that  we  have  done  our  best :  let  him  do  better 
who  can. 

Inaccuracy  of  citation  is  one  of  the  chief  vices  of  our  political  discussions. 
You  can  hardly  listen  to  a  set  speech,  even  from  a  well-informed  and  trutlit'ul 
canvasser,  which  is  not  marred  by  some  misapprehension  or  unconscious  mis- 
statement of  the  position  and  views  of  this  or  that  })rominent  statesman. 
Documents,  heedlessly  read  and  long  since  lost  or  mislaid,  are  quoted  from 
with  fluency  and  confidence,  as  though  with  indubitable  accuracy,  when  the 
citations  so  made  do  gross  injustice  to  their  author,  and  tend  to  mislead  the 
hearer.  We  believe  the  documents  collected  in  this  work  are  so  i)rinted  that 
their  general  accuracy  may  be  safely  relied  on. 

By  canvassers  of  all  parties,  we  trust  our  Text-Book  will  be  found  conve- 
nient, not  to  say  indispensable.  But  those  who  only  listen,  and  read,  and 
reflect,  will  also  find  it  a  manifest  help  to  a  clear  understanding  of  the  issues  and 
contentious  of  the  day.  They  will  be  interested  in  comparing  the  actual  posi- 
tions taken  by  i\Ir.  Lincoln,  or  Mr.  Douglas,  or  Gen.  Cass,  or  Mr.  Everett,  as 
faithfully  set  forth  in  this  work,  with  those  confidently  attributed  to  that 
statesman  in  the  fluent  harangue  of  some  political  opponent,  who  is  intent  on 
blazoning  his  inconsistency  or  proving  his  insincerity.     To  verify  and  correct 
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the  citations  of  a  frothy  declaimer  is  sometimes  the  easiest  and  most  convincing 
refutation  of  his  speech. 

If  a  trace  of  partisan  bias  is  betrayed  in  the  thread  of  narrative  which  par- 
tially unites  the  successive  reports,  bills,  votes,  etc.,  presented  in  this  work,  the 
error  is  unintentional  and  regretted.  Our  purpose  was  to  compile  a  record 
acceptable  and  convenient  to  men  of  all  parties,  and  which  might  be  consulted 
and  trusted  by  all.  Whatever  is  original  herein  is  regarded  as  of  no  use  or 
merit,  save  as  a  necessary  elucidation  of  the  residue.  Without  apology,  there- 
fore, or  further  explanation,  the  Text-Book  is  commended  to  the  favor  of  the 
American  public. 

New-York,  August  1st,  I860. 
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N.  C,  and  John  Bacon,  of  Massachusetts 175 

Opinions  of  John  J.  Crittenden,  Nathaniel  Macon, 
James  Barbour,  Supreme  Court  of  Georgia, 
Legislatureof  Georgia,  Supreme  Court  of  Penn- 
sylvania, and  Court  of  Appeals  of  Virginia 176 

Opinions  of  Mahlon  Dickerson,  Richard  M.  John- 
son, Gen.  Andrew  Jackson,  and  Daniel  Web- 
ster    •••     1T7 

Taylor  Ratification  Meeting  at  Phila- 
delphia, 1848,  and  Resolves 15 

Taylor,    Zacuary,    of    Louisiana,    Whig 

nominee  for  President,  1843 15 

Elected  President  in  1848 16 

>-LDEN,    Daniel    R.,    of    Ohio,    proposes 
davery  Restriction  in  Whig  Convention,  1S48 15 
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Tyler,  John,  of  Virginia,  nominated  and 

defeated  for  Vice-President,  1S35-6 12 

Nominated   for   Vice-President,   at   Harrisburg, 
1839,  and  elected  in  1840 12 

Two-Thirds  Rule  adopted  by  first  Demo- 
cratic Convention,  1832 

Toucey.  Isaac,  of  Connecticut,  supported 
for  President  by  Democratic  National  Convention . 

Van  Buren,  Martin,  of  Nev?-York,  nomi- 
nated for  Vice-President 10 

Nominated  for  President  in  1835,  and  elected  in 

1836 12 

Nominated  for  reelection  as  President,  1840 13 

Defeated  for  President  in  1S40 13 

Defeated  in  Democratic  National   Convention, 

1844 13 

Nominated  for  President  by  Buffalo  Convention, 

1848 17 

On  Slavery  in  the  Territories,  letter  to  Water- 
bury  and  others 181 

Vote    in    Whig    National    Convention, 
1852,  on  Resolve  approving  Compromise  Measures 

of  1850 19 

Ward,  John  E.,  of  Georgia,  President  of 

the  Democratic  National  Convention,  1856 24 

Webster,  Daniel,  of  Massacliusetts,  sup- 
ported by  Massachusetts  for  President,  1836 

Defeated  for  President  in  Whig  Convention,  1848 
Beaten  for  President  in  Whig  Convention,  1S52. . 
Memorial  to  Congress  for  Slavery  Restriction  ... 

His  view  on  the  powers  of  Supreme  Court 177 

Speech  against  Slavei-y  E.xtension 202 

Weller,  Col.  Johm  B.,  of  California, 
beaten  for  Vice-President  in  Democratic  National 
Convention,  1852 

Whig  National  Conventions,  held  at  Har- 
risburg, Penn.,  1839 12 

Held  at  Baltimore,  Md.,  1844 13 

Held  at  Philadelphia,  Penn.,  1848 15 

Held  at  Baltimore,  Md.,  1852 IS 

Held  at  Baltimore,  Md.,  Is56 25 

White,  Hugh  L.,  of  Tennessee,  unsucces.«- 
ful  candidate  for  President 12 

WiLMOT,  David,  of  Pennsylvania,  defeated 
for  Vice-President  in  Republican  Convention,  1S56      22 
Temporary   Chairman   of   Rei-ublican   National 
Convention,  1860 26 

Wilson,  Gen.  Henry,  of  Massachusetts, 
President  of  Free  Democratic  National  Conven- 
tion, 1852 21 

Wirt,  William,  of  Maryland,  Anti-Ma- 
sonic candidate  for  President,  1832 10 

WiLKiNS,  William,  of  Pennsylvania,  sup- 
ported by  Pennsylvania  for  Vice-President,  1882. .       11 

Wisconsin  declares  for  Free  Territory, 
through  Legislative  Resolves 201 

Woodbury,  Levi,  of  New-Hampshire,  beaten 
for  President  in  Democratic  Convention,  1S4S    . . . 

Wright,  Silas,  of  New-York,  nominated 
for  Vice-President  by  Democratic  National  Con- 
vention of  1844,  but  declined 

Yancey,  William  L.,  of  Alabama,  offers 
a  "  non-interference  "  resolve  in  Democratic  Con- 
vention, 1843 ; • 

He  advocates  Revolution  m  the  South 173 

Young,  Col.  Samuel,  of  New-York,  Presi- 
dent of  the  Barnburners'  Convention  at  Utica  in 

1843 

Offers  Anti-Slavery  Resolves  in  Senate  of  New- 

f  »rk 


16 


13 
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JiTATIOX^VL    CAUCUSES,    CONVENTIOXS,  AND 

PLATFORMS. 


yATioxA'^  Conventions  for  the  notniiialion  of 
candidates  are  of  comparatively  recent  origin. 
In  the  ciirier  political  hi-story  of  the  United 
States,  undir  tlie  Federal  Constitution,  candi- 
dates for  President  and  Vice-President  were 
nominated  Sy  congressional  and  legislative 
caucuses.  Viushington  was  elected  a.s  first 
President  unler  the  Constitution,  and  reelected 
for  a  second  term  by  a  unanimous,  or  nearly 
unanimous,  concurrence  of  the  .\merican  people; 
l>ut  an  op[)(>>ition  party  gradually  grew  up  in 
Congress,  whcli  became  formidable  during  his 
second  term,  and  which  ultimately  crystalized 
info  what  w£.s  then  called  the  Republican 
party.  John  Adams,  of  Massachusetts,  wa.s 
prominent  among  the  leading  Federalists,  while 
Thomas  Jeflcison,  of  Virginia,  wiis  preemi- 
nently the  author  and  oracle  of  the  Il-pul)lican 
party,  and,  by  -ommon  consent,  they  were  the 
opposing  cand.dates  for  the  Presidency,  on 
Washington's  rairement  in  1796-7. 

Mr.  Adamu  was  then  chosen  President,  while 
Mr.  Jeff'-rson,  luving  the  largest  electoral  vote 
next  to  .Mr.  A.,  became  Vice-President. 

The  first  Congressional  Caucus  to  nominate 
candid. ites  for  President  and  Vice-President,  is 
f&'ul  to  have  been  held  in  Philadeliiiii a  in  the 
year  18«Mt,  and  \o  have  nominated  .Mr.  Jeffer- 
son for  tiie  first  office,  and  Aaron  Murr  for  the 
second.  These  candidates  were  elected  at'ter  a 
desperate  struggle,  beating  John  Ad.iins  and 
Charles  C.  Piuckney,  of  South  Ciroliim.  In 
18ij4,  Mr.  JeH'erson  was  reelected  President, 
with  George  t_"liaton,  of  New-York,  for  Vice, 
encountering  but  slight  opposition:  Messrs. 
Charles  C.  Piiickney  and  Rufus  King,  ihe  op- 
posing CJiniiidates,  receiving  only  14  out  of  176 
Electoral  Votes.  We  have  been  unable  to  find 
any  record  as  to  the  manner  of  their  nomina- 
tion. In  January,  1808,  when  Mr.  Jefl'erson's 
second  term  was  about  to  close,  a  Republican 
Concressional  Caucus  was  held  at  Wiisbin<jtoii, 
to  decide  us  lo  the  relative  claims  of  .M;idison 
and  Monroe  for  the  succession,  the  Legisla- 
ture of  Virgiuia,  which  had  been  said  to  exert 


;  a  potent  influence  over  such  questions,  being. 
I  on  this  occasion,  unable  to  agree  as  to  which  oi 
'  her  favored  sons  should  have  the  preference, 
i  Ninety-four  of  the  1S6  Republican  memliers  of 
Congress  attended    this  caucus,   and    declared 
their  preference  of  Mr.  Madison,  who  received 
j  88  votes,    the   remaining   11   being   divided  be- 
;  tween  Mr.   Monroe  and   George  Clinton.     The 
j  Opposition  supported    Mr.  Pinckney;    but  Mr. 
I  Madi.son  was  elected  by  a  large  majority. 
I      Toward   the  close  of  Mr.  Madison's  earlier 
'  term,  he   was    nominated    for  reiiieetion    by   a 
Congressional   Caucus  held   at  Washington,  in 
May,  1812.     In  September  of  the  same  year,  a 
convention    of    the    Opposition,     representing 
eleven   States,    was    held    in    tlie  city   of  New- 
York,    which    nominated    De   Witt   Clinton,  of 
New- York,  lor  President.     He  was  also  put  in 
nomination    by  the  Republican    Legislature  of 
New-York.     Tiie   ensuing   canvass   resulted  ia 
the  reelection  of  Mr.   Madison,   who  received 
128  electoral  votes  to  89  for  De  Witt  Clinton. 

In  ISlf),  the  Republican  Congressional  Caucus 
nominated  James  .Monroe,  who  received,  in  the 
caucus,  6.)  votes  to  .54  for  Wni.  H.  Crawford, 
of  Georiri.i.  The  Opposition,  or  Federalists, 
named  Rufus  Kinsr,  of  New-York,  who  received 
only  34  electoral  votes  out  of  217.  There  was 
no  opposition  to  the  reelection  of  Mr.  Monroe 
in  lN2'i,  a  single  (Kepublican)  vote  being  cast 
ag.iiiist  him,  and  for  John  Quincy  Adams. 

In  18J4,  the  Republican  parly  could  not  be 
induced  lo  .ibide  by  the  decision  of  a  Congres- 
sional Caucus.  A  large  majority  of  the  Repub- 
lican members  formally  refused  to  participate 
in  such  a  gathering,  or  be  governeil  by  its  deci- 
sion;  still,  a  Caucus  was  called  and  attended  by 
the  friends  of  Mr.  Crawford  alone.  Of  the  'itil 
members  of  Congress  at  this  time,  216  were 
Democrats  or  Republicans,  yet  only  66  res- 
ponded to  their  names  at  roll-call,  64  of  whom 
voted  for  Mr.  Crawford  as  tfie  Republican  nomi- 
nee for  President.  This  nomiii:ition  was  very 
exten-iively  repudiated  throughout  tlic  country, 
and    three     competing    Republican    candidates 
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were  brought  into  the  field  through  legislative 
and  other  machinery — viz.,  Andrew  Jackson, 
Henry  Clay,  and  John  Quincy  Adams.  The  re- 
sult of  this  famous  "scrub  race"  for  the  Presi- 
dency was,  that  no  one  was  elected  by  the 
people.  Gen.  Jackson  receiving  99  electoral 
votes,  Mr.  Adams  S4,  Mr.  Crawford  41,  and  Mr. 
Clay  B7.  The  election  then  devolved  on  the 
House  of  Representatives,  where  Mr.  Adams 
was  chosen,  receiving  the  votes  of  13  States, 
against  7  for  Gen.  Jackson,  and  4  for  Mr.  Craw- 
ford. This  was  the  end  of  "King  Caucus." 
Gen.  Jackson  was  immediately  thereafter  put 
in  nomination  for  the  ensuing  term  by  the  Le- 
gislature of  Tennessee,  having  only  Mr.  Adams 
for  an  opponent  in  1828,  when  he  was  elected 
by  a  decided  majority,  receiving  178  Electoral 
Votes  to  83  for  Mr.  Adams.  Mr.  John  C.  Cal- 
houn, viho  had  at  first  aspired  to  the  Presidency, 
in  1824,  withdrew  at  an  early  stage  from  the 
canvass,  and  was  thereupon  chosen  Vice-Presi- 
dent by  a  very  large  electoral  majority — Mr. 
Albert  Gallatin,  of  Pennsylvania,  (the  caucus 
candidate  on  the  Crawford  ticket,)  being  his 
only  serious  competitor.  In  1828,  Mr.  Calhoun 
was  the  candidate  for  Vice-President  on  the 
Jackson  ticket,  and  of  course  reelected.  It 
was  currently  stated  that  the  concentration  of 
the  Crawford  and  Calhoun  strength  on  this 
ticket  was  mainly  effected  by  Messrs.  Martin 
Van  Buren  and  Churchill  C.Cambreleng,  of  New- 
York,  during  a  southern  tour  made  by  them  in 
1827.  In  1828,  Richard  Rush,  of  Pennsylvania, 
was  the  candidate  for  Vice-President  on  the 
Adams  ticket. 


New-York,  presided  over  the  deliberations  of  th« 
Convention,  and  the  nominees  received  eacJ 
108  votes.  The  candidates  accepted  the  nomi- 
nation and  received  the  electoral  vote  of  Ver- 
mont only.  The  Convjjntion  did  not  enunciate 
any  distinct  platform  of  principles,  but  ap- 
pointed a  committee  to  issue  an  Address  to  the 
people.  In  due  time,  the  address  was  published. 
It  is  quite  as  prolix  and  verbose  as  moderr  po- 
litical addresses ;  and,  after  stating  at  ^reat 
length  the  necessary  qualifications  foi  the 
Chief  of  a  great  and  free  people,  and  present- 
ing a  searching  criticism  on  the  institution  of 
free-masonry  in  its  moral  and  political  bearings, 
somewhat  intensified  from  the  exctemeat 
caused  by  the  (then  recent)  alleged  mt;rder  of 
William  Morgan,  for  having  revealed  tb3  secrets 
of  the  Masonic  Order,  the  Address  comes  to  the 
conclusion  that,  since  the  institution  had  be- 
come a  political  engine,  political  agencies  must 
be  used  to  avert  its  baneful  effects— in  other 
words,  "  that  an  enlightened  exercise  of  the 
right  of  suffrage  is  the  constituuonal  and 
equitable  mode  adopted  by  the  AnU-Masons  is 
necessary  to  remove  the  evil  they  suffer,  and 
produce  the  reforms  they  seek." 


U.  S.  ANTI-MASONIC   CONVENTION— 1830. 

The  first  political  National  Convention  in  this 
country  of  which  we  have  any  record  was  held 
at  Philadelphia  in  September,  1830,  styled  the 
United  States  Anti-Masonic  Convention.  It  was 
composed  of  96  delegates,  representing  the 
States  of  New- York,  Massachusetts,  Connecti- 
cut, Vermont,  Rhode  Island,  Pennsylvania, 
New-Jersey,  Delaware,  Ohio,  Maryland  and  the 
Territory  of  Michigan.  Francis  Granger  of 
New-York  presided  ;  but  no  business  was  trans- 
acted beyond  the  adoption  of  the  following 
resolution : 

Resolved,  That  it  is  recommen(^ed  to  the  people  of  the 
United  States,  opposed  to  secret  societies,  to  meet  in 
convention  on  Monday  the  2Gth  day  of  September,  1831, 
af.  the  city  of  Baltimore,  by  delegates  equal  in  number 
t'>  tiieir  representatives  in  botli  houses  of  Congress,  to 
make  nominations  of  suitable  candidates  for  the  olHce 
of  President  and  Vice-President,  to  ha  supported  at  the 
ucxt  election,  ami  for  tlie  transaction  of  such  other 
business  as  the  cause  of  Anti-Masonry  may  requii-e. 

In  compliance  witli  the  foregoing  call,  a  Na- 
tional Anti-Masonic  CoiiVLMitiou  was  held  at  ]]alti- 
more,  in  September,  1831,  which  uoiiiiuated 
William  Wirt,  of  Maryland,  for  President,  and 
Amos  EUmaker,  of  Pennsylvania,  for  Vice-Pre- 
sident. The  convention  was  attended  by  112  de- 
legates from  the  States  of  Maine,  New-Hampshire, 
Vermont,  Massachusetts,  Rhode  Island,  Con- 
necticut, New-York,  New-Jersey,  Pennsylvania, 
Ohio,  Indiana,  Delaware  and  Maryland  — only 
Massachusetts,  New-York  and  Pennsylvania 
being  fully  represented.     John  C.  Spencer,  of 


DEMOCRATIC    OR    JACKSON    NATIONAL 
CONVENTION— 1835. 

There  was  no  open  opposition  n  the  Demo- 
cratic party  to  the  nomination  of  Gen.  Jackson 
for  a  second  term ;  but  the  partj  were  not  so 
well  satisfied  with  Mr.  Calhoun,  the  Vice-Presi- 
dent ;  so  a  Convention  was  called  to  meet  at 
Baltimore  in  May,  1832,  to  nominate  a  candi- 
date for  the  second  office.  Delegates  appeared 
and  took  their  seats  from  the  States  of 
Maine,  New-Hampshire,  Vermont,  Massachu- 
setts, Connecticut,  Rhode  Island,  New-York, 
New-Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  D'ilaware,  Mary- 
laud,  Virginia,  North  Carolina,  5outh  Carolina, 
Georgia,  Alabama,  Louisiana,  Mississippi,  Ten- 
nessee, Kentucky,  Ohio,  Indiana  and  Illinois. 

Gen.  Robert  Lucas,  of  Ohio,  presided,  and 
the  regular  proceedings  were  commenced  by 
the  passage  of  the  following  resolution : 

Jiesol'ved,  That  each  State  be  enti.led,  in  the  nomina- 
tion to  be  made  for  the  Vice-Presidency,  to  a  number  ot 
votes  equal  to  the  number  to  which  .hey  will  be  entitled 
in  the  electoral  colleges,  under  the  new  apportionment, 
In  voting  for  President  and  Vice-President;  and  that 
two-thirds  of  the  whole  number  of  ;he  votes  in  the  Con- 
vention shall  be  necessary  to  constitute  a  choice. 

This  seems  to  have  been  the  origin  of  the 
famous  "two-thirds"  rule  which  has  prevailed 
of  late  in  Democratic  National  Conventions. 

The  Convention  proceeded  to  ballot  for  a  can- 
didate for  Vice-President,  with  the  following 
result : 

For  Martin  Van  Uuren  :  Connecticut,  8;  Illinois,  2; 
Ohio,  21  ;  Tennessee,  15  ;  North  Carolina,  9  ;  Georgia,  11 ; 
Louisiana,  5;  Pennsylvania,  80 ;  Maryland,  7;  New- 
Jersey,  8;  Mississippi,  4;  Hliode  Island,  4;  Maine,  10; 
Massachusetts,  14;  Delaware,  8;  New-IIampshire,  7; 
New-Yorl<,  42 ;  Vermont,  7  ;  Alabama,  1— Total,  203. 

For  Richard  M.  Johnson  :  Illinois,  2 ;  Indiana,  9 ; 
Kentucky,  15— Total,  26. 

For  Philip  P.  Harbour :  Nortji  Carolina,  6 ;  Virginia, 
23 ;  Maryland,  3 ;  South  Carolina,  11  ;  Alabama,  6— 
Total,  49. 

Mr.  Van  Buren,  having  received  more  than 
two-thirds  of  all  the  votes  cast,  was  declared 
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duly  nominated  as  the  candidate  of  the  party 
tor  Vice-President. 

The  Convention  p;issed  a  resolution  cordially 
concurrinj:;  iu  tlie  repeuieil  noinin:iiions  wliicli 
Gen.  Jackyon  had  received  in  various  parts  of 
the  country  for  reelection  as  President. 

Mr.  Archer,  of  Virginia,  from  the  committee 
appointed  to  prepare  an  address  to  the  people, 
reported  that 

The  committee,  having  interch.inged  opinions  on  the 
subject  subniitli.-ct  to  IIr'hi,  uiul  agreeing  fully  in  the 
principles  and  scntiinentji  which  they  believe  ought  lo  be 
embodied  in  an  addre:<.-<  of  this  description,  if  sucli  an 
address  were  to  be  made,  nevertheless  deem  it  advisa- 
ble under  existing  ciicumstances,  to  recommend  the 
adoption  of  tlie  following  resolution  : 

liesolcid,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  several  de- 
legations in  this  Convention,  in  place  of  a  General  .\d- 
dress  from  this  body  lo  the  people  of  the  United  States, 
lo  make  such  explanations  by  address,  report,  or  other- 
wise, to  their  respective  constituents,  of  the  object,  pro- 
ceedings and  result  of  the  meeting,  as  they  may  deem 
expedient. 

The  result  of  this  election  was  the  choice  of 
General  Jackson,  who  received  the  electoral 
vote  of  the  following  States  : 

Maine  10 ;  New-FIampshire,  7  ;  N'ew-Tork,  42  ;  New- 
Jersey,  S  ;  Pennsylvania,  30  ;  Maryland,  3  ;  Virginia, 
28;  North  Carolina,  15;  Georgia,  11;  Tennessee,  15; 
Ohio,  21;  Louisiana,  5;  Mississippi,  4  ;  Indiana,  9  ; 
Illinois,  5  ;   Alabama,  7  ;   Missouri.  4— Total,  219. 

For  Mr.  Clay  :  Massachusetts,  14  ;  Rhode  Island,  4  ; 
Connecticut,  S  ;  Delaware,  8  ;  Maryland,  5  ;  Kentucky, 
16— Total,  49. 

For  John  Floyd,  of  Virginia  :  South  Carolina,  11. 

For  William  Wirt,  of  Maryland :  Vermont,  7. 

Mr.  Van  Buren  received  only  189  votes  for 
Vice-President,  Peunsylvania,  which  cast  her 
voti;  for  Jackson,  having  voted  for  William 
Wilkins  of  that  State  for  Vice-President. 
John  Sergeant,  for  Vice-President,  received  the 
same  vote  as  Mr.  Clay  for  President.  Soutli 
Carolina  voted  for  Henry  Lee  of  Massachusetts, 
for  Vice-Presidept. 


NATIONAL  REPUBLICAN   CONVENTION— 
1831. 

The  National  Republicans  met  in  convention 
at  Baltimore,  Dec.  12,  1831.  Seventeen  States 
and  the  District  of  Columbia  were  represented 
by  157  delegates,  who  cast  a  unanimous  vote 
for  Henry  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  for  President,  and 
John  Sergeant,  of  Pennsylvania,  for  Vice-Pre- 
sident. James  Barbour,  of  Virginia,  presided, 
and  the  States  represented  were:  Maine,  New- 
Hampshire,  Ma.'Jsachusctts.  Rhode  Island,  Con- 
necticut, Vermont,  New  York,  New  Jersey, 
Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia, 
North  Carolina,  Kentucky,  Tennessee,  Ohio, 
Louisiana  and  Imiiana.  The  Convention  adopted 
no  formal  platform  of  principles,  but  issued  an 
Address,  mainly  devoted  to  a  criticism  on  the 
Administration  of  Gen.  Jackson,  asserting, 
among  other  things,  that — 

The  political  history  of  the  Union  for  the  last  three 
years  exhibits  a  series  of  measures  plainly  dictated  in  all 
tlieir  principal  features  by  blind  cupidity  or  vindictive 
party  spirit,  marked  throughout  by  a  disregard  of  good 
policy,  justice,  and  every  liiirh  and  generous  sentiment, 
HuJ,  terminating  in  a  dissolution  of  the  Cabinet  umler 
circumstances  more  discreditable  than  any  of  the  kind  to 
be  met  with  in  the  annals  of  the  civilized  world. 

The  address  alludes  to  the  charge  of  incapa- 
city and   corruption  leveled  against  his  imme- 


diate predecessor  (J.  Q.  Adams)  by  Gen.  Jack- 
son iu  his  Inaugural  Address,  and  adds: 

The  indecorum  of  this  deimnciation  was  hardly  less 
glaring  than  its  essential  injustice,  and  can  only  be 
paralleled  by  that  of  the  subsequent  denur.cialion  of  the 
same  .\dmiuistratiou,  on  the  same  authority,  to  a  forelgu 
government. 

Exception  is  taken  to  the  indiscriminate  re- 
moval of  all  ollicers  within  the  reach  of  the  Pre- 
sident, who  were  not  attached  to  his  person  or 
party.  As  illustrative  of  the  extent  to  which 
this  political  proscription  was  carried,  it  is  stated 
that,  within  a  montii  after  the  inauguration  of 
General  Jackson,  more  persons  were  removed 
from  office  than  during  the  whole  4<)  years  that 
had  previously  elapsed  since  the  adoption  of  the 
Constitution.  Fault  is  also  found  with  the  Ad- 
ministration in  its  conduct  of  our  foreign  affairs. 
Again  the  Address  says : 

On  the  great  subjects  of  internal  policy,  the  course 
of  the  President  has  been  so  inconsistent  and  vacillating, 
that  it  is  impossible  for  any  party  to  place  conlldence  In 
his  character,  or  to  consider  him  as  a  true  and  cJective 
friend.  Uy  avowing  his  approbation  of  a  judicious  tarilT, 
at  the  same  time  recommending  to  Congress  precisely  the 
same  policy  which  had  been  adopted  as  the  best  plan  of 
attack  by  the  opponents  of  that  measure  ;  by  admitting 
the  constitutionality  and  expediency  of  Internal  Improve- 
ments of  a  National  character,  and  at  the  same  mouient 
negativing  the  most  important  bills  of  this  description 
which  were  presented  to  him  by  Congress,  the  President 
has  shown  that  he  is  either  a  secret  enemy  to  the  system, 
or  that  he  is  willing  to  sacrifice  the  most  important  na- 
tional objects  in  a  vain  attempt  to  conciliate  the  couUict- 
ing  interests,  or  rather  adverse  party  feeling  and  opinions 
of  different  sections  of  the  country. 

Objection  is  taken  to  Gen.  Jackson's  war  on 
the  United  States  Bank,  and  the  necessity  and 
usefulness  of  that  institution  are  argued  at  con- 
siderable length.  The  outrageous  and  inhuman 
treatment  of  the  Cherokee  Indians  by  the  State 
of  Georgia,  and  the  failure  of  the  National  Ad- 
ministration to  protect  them  in  their  rights, 
acquired  by  treaty  with  the  United  States, 
is  also  the  subject  of  animadversion  iu  the 
the  Address. 

A  resolve  was  adopted,  recommending  to  the 
young  men  of  tiie  National  Republican  Party  to 
hold  a  Convention  in  the  city  of  Washington  on 
the  following  May. 

Such  a  Convention  was  accordingly  held  at 
the  Capital  on  the  11th  of  May,  lb32,  over 
which  AVilliam  Cost  Johnson,  of  Maryl.ind,  pre- 
sided, and  at  wiiich  the  following,  among  other 
resolves,  were  adopted: 

Reiolttii,  That  an  adequate  Protection  to  American 
Industry  is  Indispensable  to  the  prosperity  of  the  coun- 
try ;  and  that  an  abandonment  of  the  policy  at  this 
period  wnuM  be  attended  with  consequences  ruinous  to 
the  best  interests  of  the  Nation. 

/{fDoleci/,  That  a  uniform  system  of  Internal  Improve- 
ments, su-'-tained  and  supported  by  the  (iencral  Govern- 
ment, is  calculated  to  secure.  In  the  highest  degree,  the 
harmony,  the  strength  and  the  permuueacy  of  the  Ite- 
public. 

JteHolvrfi,  Th'at  the  indLscriminate  removal  of  public 
officers,  for  a  mere  difference  of  political  opinion,  is  a 
gross  ^buse  of  power;  and  that  the  doctrine  lately 
boldly  preached  in  the  United  States  Senate,  that  "  to  the 
victors  belong  the  spoils  of  the  vanquished,"  Is  detri- 
mental to  the  interest,  corrupting  to  the  morals,  and 
dangerous  to  the  liberties  of  the  people  of  this  coun- 
try. 


DEMOCRATIC  NATIONAL  CONVENTION, 
1835. 

In  May,   1835,  a  National  Convcntioi>  repre- 
senting twenty-one  States,  assembled  at  Balti- 
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more  to  nominate  candidates  for  President  and  1 
Vice-President.  The  Hon.  Andrew  Stevenson,  ! 
of  Virginia,  was  chosen  president,  with  half  a 
dozen  vice-presidents  and  four  secretaries.  A 
rule  was  adopted  that  two-thirds  of  the  whole 
number  of  votes  should  be  necessary  to  make  a 
nomination  or  to  decide  any  question  connected 
therewith.  On  the  first  ballot  for  President, 
ilr.  Van  Buren  was  nominated  unanimously,  re- 
ceiving 265  votes.  For  Vice-President,  Richard 
M.  Jolinson,  of  Kentucky,  received  178,  and 
William  C.  Rives,  of  Virginia,  87.  Mr.  John- 
son, having  received  more  than  two-thirds  of 
all  the  votes  cast,  was  declared  duly  nominated 
as  the  candidate  for  Vice-President.  This  Con- 
vention adopted  no  platform, 

THE  OPPOSITION  IN  1836. 

In  1835,  Gen.  Wm.  H.  Harrison,  of  Ohio,  was 
nominated  for  President,  with  Francis  Granger, 
for  Vii;e-President,  by  a  Whig  State  Convention 
at  Harrisburg,  Pennsylvania,  and  also  by  a 
Democratic  Anti-Masonic  Convention  held  at 
the  same  place.  A  Whig  State  Convention  in 
Maryland  also  nominated  Gen.  Harrison  for  Pre- 
sident, with  Joini  Tyler,  of  Virginia,  for  Vice. 
Gen.  H.  also  received  nominations  in  New  York, 
Ohio  and  other  States. 

Hugh  L.  White,  of  Tennessee  was  nominated 
by  the  Legislatures  of  Tennessee  and  Alabama, 
as  the  Opposition  or  Anti-Jackson  candidate  ; 
while  Mr.  \Vebsterwas  the  favorite  of  the  Oppo- 
sition in  ila.'^sachusetts,  and  Willie  P.  Mangum, 
of  N.  C.  received  the  vote  of  S.  C,  11.  The 
result  of  the  contest  of  1836  was  the  election 
of  Mr.  Van  Buren,  who  received  the  electoral 
votes  of  the  States  of 

Maine,  10 ;  New-Hampshire,  7 ;  Rhode  Island,  4 ;  Con- 
necticut, 8  ;  New  York,  42;  Pennsylvania,  80  ;  Virginia, 
'i'i;  Nortli  Carolina,  15;  Louisiana,  5  ;  Jlississippi,  4; 
Illinois,  5;  Alabama,  7  ;  Missouri,  4;  Arkansas,  3  ;  Michi- 
gan, 8— Tutal  17U. 

Gen.  Harrison  received  the  votes  of 

Vermont.  7;  New-Jersey,  8  ;  Delaware,  3  ;  Maryland, 
10;  Kentucky,  15;  Ohio,  21  ;  and  Indiana,  9— Total,  73. 

Hugh  L.  White  received  the  vote  of  Georgia, 
11,  and  Tennessee,  15:  total,  26.  Mr.  Webster 
received  the  vote  of  Massachusetts,  14. 


W^HIG  NATIONAL  CONVENTION,— 1839. 

A  Whig  National  Convention  representing 
twenty  one  States  met  at  Harrisburg,  Pa.,  Dec. 
4,  183'J.  James  Barbour,  of  Virginia,  presided, 
and  the  result  of  the  first  ballot  was  the  nomina- 
tion of  Gen.  William  H.  Harrison,  of  Ohio,  who 
received  148  *  votes  to  90  for  Henry  Clay,  and 
10  for  Gen.  Winfield  Scott.  John  Tyler,  of 
Virginia,  was  mianimously  nominated  as  the 
Whig  candidate  for  Vice-President.  The  Con- 
vention adopted  no  platform  of  principles ;  but 
the  party  in  conducting  the  memorable  cam- 
p»iign  of  1840,  assailed  the  Administration  of 
Mr.  Van  Buren  for  its  general  mismanagement 
of   public  affairs    and    its   profligacy,    and    the 

*  Hallois  were  repeatedly  taken  in  committet  throiiglioiit  two 
or  three  iliiy.s  ;  but  h8  no  cmulidHle  received  a  majority,  it  waa 
only  reported  to  tlie  convention  that  the  committee  had  not  been 
able  to  HLTee  on  a  candidate  to  be  presented  to  llie  convention. 
Finally,  the  delegates  from  New. York  and  other  .'States  wlucll 
hud  snpporied  (ien.  .■^Cl>tt,  (generally  went  over  to  Gen.  Harrison, 
who  thus  receivod  a  iii.ijority,  when  the  result  waa  declared,  as 
above. 


result  was  the  triumphant  election  of  Harrison 
and  Tyler,  Van  Buren  receiving  tlie  electoral 
vote  of  only  seven  States  ;  viz: 

New-Hatnpshire,  7  ;  Virginia,  23  ;  South  Carolina,  11  ; 
Illinois,  5;  Alabama,  7  ;  Missouri,  4;  and  Arkansas,  3 — 
Total,  60. 

South  Carolina  refused  to  vote  for  Richard  M. 
Johnson  for  Vice-President,  throwing  away  her 
11  votes  on  Littleton  W.  Tazewell,  of  Virginia. 
Harrison  and  Tyler  received  the  votes  of  the 
Ibllowing  States : 

Maine,  10;  Massachusetts,  14;  Rhode  Island,  4  ;  Con- 
necticut, 8;  Vermont,  7  ;  New-York.  42;  New-Jersey,  8  : 
Pennsylvania,  3d  ;  Delaware,  3;  Maryland,  10;  North 
Carolina,  15  ;  Georgia,  11  ;  Kentucky,  15  ;  Tennessee,  15  ; 
Ohio,  21;  Louisiana,  5;  Mississippi, 4;  Indiana,  9;  Michi- 
gan, 8— Total,  234. 


ABOLITION  CONVENTION,— 1839. 

A  Convention  of  Abolitionists  was  held  at 
Warsaw,  N.  Y.,  on  the  13th  of  November,  1839, 
which  adopted  the  following : 

Resolved,  That,  in  our  judgment,  every  consideration 
of  duty  and  expediency  which  ought  to  control  the 
action  of  Christian  freemen,  requires  of  the  Abolitionista 
of  the  U.  S.  to  organize  a  distinct  and  independent  poli- 
tical party,  embracing  all  the  necessary  means  for  nomi- 
nating candidates  for  office  and  sustaining  them  by 
public  sulTrage. 

The  Convention  then  nominated  for  Presi- 
dent James  G.  Biruey,  of  New  York,  and  for 
Vice-President  Francis  J.  Lemoyne,  of  Penn- 
sylvania. These  gentlemen  subsequently  de- 
clined the  nomination.  Nevertheless  they 
received  a  total  of  7,609  votes  in  various  Free 
States. 


DEMOCRATIC    NATIONAL    CONVENTION, 

1840. 
A  Democratic  National  Convention  met  at 
Baltimore,  May  .5th,  1840,  to  nominate  candi- 
dates for  President  and  Vice-President.  Dele- 
gates were  present  from  the  States  of  Maine, 
New-Hampshire,  Vermont,  Massachusetts,  Rhode 
Island,  New-York,  New-Jersey,  Pennsylvania, 
Maryland,  North  Carolina,  Georgia,  Kentucky, 
Tennessee, Ohio,  Alabama, Mississippi,  Louisiana, 
Indiana,  Missouri,  Michigan,  and  Arkansas, 
Gov.  William  Carroll,  of  Tennessee,  presided, 
and  the  Convention,  before  proceeding  to  the 
nomination  of  candidates,  adopted  the  follow- 
ing platform — viz. : 

1.  Hesolved,  That  the  Federal  Government  is  one  of 
limited  powers,  derived  solely  from  the  Constitution,  and 
ihe  grants  of  power  shown  therein  ought  to  be  strictly 
construed  by  all  the  departments  and  agents  of  the 
government,  and  that  it  is  inexpedient  and  dangerous  to 
exercise  doubtful  constitutional  powers. 

2.  Hesolved,  That  the  Constitution  does  not  confer 
upon  the  General  Government  the  power  to  commence 
or  carry  on  a  general  system  of  internal  improvement. 

3.  Resolved,  That  the  Constitution  does  not  confer 
authorit)'  upon  the  Federal  Government,  directly  or  in- 
directly, to  assume  the  debts  of  the  several  States,  con- 
tracted for  local  internal  improvements  or  other  State 
purposes  ;  nor  would  such  assumption  be  just  or  ex- 
pedient. 

4.  Resolved,  That  justice  and  sound  policy  forbid  the 
Federal  Government  to  foster  one  branch  of  industry  to 
the  detriment  of  another,  or  to  cherish  the  interest  of 
one  portion  to  the  injury  ofanother  portion  of  our  com- 
mon country — that  every  citizen  and  every  section  of 
the  country  has  a  right  to  demand  and  insist  upon  an 
equality  of  rights  and  privileges,  and  to  complete  and 
ample  protection  of  persons  »nd  property  from  domestio 
violence  or  foreign  aggression. 
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5.  Hetolctfil,  That  it  is  the  duty  of  every  branch  of 
the  goveriiuieiit  to  enforce  and  prnctice  the  most  riuid 
ecououir  in  cundticiint;  our  public  alfiiir:),  niid  that  no 
more  rerenue  ought  to  be  raised  Ihiin  is  reiiuired  lo  de- 
fray the  iiece.-isary  exjicnses  of  the  govcrniiicul. 

6.  Jiitc'lctJ,  'I  liat  Congress  has  no  power  to  ctinrter  a 
United  i>tatus  Uank,  tliat  we  believe  sucli  an  institution 
one  of  deadly  hostility  lo  the  best  interests  of  the  coun- 
try, dangerous  to  our  republican  institutions  and  the 
Lberties  of  the  people,  and  calculated  to  place  the  luisi- 
uess  of  the  country  within  the  control  of  a  concentrated 
money  power,  and  above  the  laws  and  the  will  of  the 
people. 

7.  Ji'enolced,  That  Congress  has  no  power,  under  the 
Constitution,  to  interfere  with  or  control  the  domestic 
Institutions  of  tlie  several  States  ;  and  that  such  i^tates 
are  the  sole  and  proper  judjjes  of  everything  peitainiug 
to  their  own  alTairs,  not  prohibited  by  the  Constitution  ; 
that  all  efforts,  by  abolitionist^s  or  others,  made  to  induce 
Congress  to  interfere  with  questions  of  slavery,  or  to 
take  incipient  steps  in  relation  thereto,  are  calculated  to 
lead  to  the  most  ularuLUg  and  dangerous  couseiiuences, 
and  that  all  such  efl'orts  have  an  inevitable  tendency  to 
diminish  the  happiness  of  the  people,  and  endanger  the 
Stability  and  permanency  of  the  L'nion,  and  ought  not  lo 
be  countenanced  by  any  friend  to  our  Political  Inslilu- 
tioQ*. 

8.  Hefioive'l,  That  the  separation  of  the  moneys  of  the 
government  from  bunking  institutions  is  indispensable 
for  the  safety  of  the  funds  of  Ihe  governmeut  and  the 
rights  of  the  people. 

9.  Retolctd,  That  the  liberal  principles  embodied  by 
Jefferson  in  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  and  sanc- 
tioned in  the  Constitution,  which  makes  ours  the  land 
of  liberty  and  the  asylum  of  the  oppressed  of  every 
nation,  have  ever  been  cardinal  principles  in  the  Demo- 
cratic faith :  and  every  attempt  lo  abridge  the  present 
privilege  of  becoming  citizens,  and  the  owners  of  soil 
among  us,  ought  to  be  resisted  with  the  same  spirit 
which  swept  the  Alien  and  Sedition  Laws  from  our  statute 
book. 

The  Convention  then  unanimously  nominated 
Mr.  Van  Buren  lor  reelection  as  Presideut ;  but, 
there  being  niucli  diversity  of  opinion  as  to  the 
proper  niuu  lor  Vice-President,  the  i'ollowing 
preamble  and  resolution  were  adopted: 

Whereas,  Several  of  the  States  which  have  nominated 
Martin  Van  Buren  as  a  candidate  for  the  Presidency, 
have  put  in  nomination  different  individuab  as  candi- 
dates for  Vice-President,  thus  indicating  a  diversity  of 
opinion  as  to  the  person  best  entitled  to  the  nomination ; 
and  whereas  some  of  the  said  States  are  not  represented 
in  this  Convention,  therefore, 

JitJ>o/etd,  That  the  Convention  deem  it  expedient  at 
the  present  time  not  lo  choose  between  the  individuals 
in  nomination,  but  to  leave  the  decision  to  their  Kepub- 
I  can  fellow-citizens  in  the  several  States,  trusting  that 
before  the  election  shall  take  place,  their  opinions  will 
become  so  concentrated  as  to  secure  the  choice  of  a 
Vico-President  by  the  Electoral  College. 


WHIG  XATIOXAL  CONVEN'TIOX,  1844. 

A  Whig  National  Convention  assembled  in 
Baltimore,  on  the  l.st  of  May,  1844,  in  which 
every  State  in  the  Union  was  represented.  Am- 
brose Spencer,  of  New-York,  presided,  and  Mr. 
Clay  was  nominated  for  President  by  acclama- 
tion. For  Vice-President,  there  was  some  di- 
versity of  preference,  aiid  Mr.  Krelinghuysen,  of 
N.  J  ,  was  nominated  on  the  third  ballot  as  fol- 
lows : 

BALXATS. 

I»I.  "H.  .^rtl. 

T   Frelinirhuvsen,  N.  J., 101  118               IW 

John  Davis,  Miu«s., hS  74                  79 

Millard  Fillmore,  N.Y., M  61                  40 

John  Sergeant,  Pa., 8d  82  withdrawn. 


Total 275  275  2*4 

The    principles    of    the    party    were    brieliy 

Buniined  up  in  the  following  resolve,  which  was 

adopted  by  the  Convention  : 

Jie«oJreily  That  these  principles  may  be  summed  aa 
eomprisini;  a  well  regulated  National  currency — a  Tarilf 
tuv  revenue   to   defray  the  Dece.>sary  expenses  of    the 


Government,  and  discriminating  with  special  reference 
1  to  the  Piotection  of  the  Dome>tic  Labor  of  the  country 
I  —the  Distribution  cf  the  l)roceeils  from  the  sales  of  the 

Public  Lands— a  single  term  for  the  Presidency— a  re- 
I  farm  of  executive  usui  pations— and  generally  Huc'h  an  ad- 
I  nilnistralion  of  the  affairs  of  the  country,  as  shall  impart 
!  to  every  branch  of  the  public  service  the  greatest  |>ract!- 

cable  elliciency,  controlled  by  a  well-regulated  and  wise 

economy. 

I  The  contest  resulted  in  the  choice  of  the 
Democratic  candidates  (Polk  and  Dallas,)  who 
received  170  electoral  votes  as  follows  :  Maine, 
9;  New-Hampshire,  6;  New-York,  ail;  Penn- 
sylvania, 26  ;  Virginia,  17  ;  South  Carolina, 
y;  Georgia,  10;  Alabama,  9;  Mississippi,  6 ; 
Louisiana,  6  ;  Indiana,  12  ;  Illinois,  y  ;  Missouri, 
7  ;   Arkansas,  3;  Michigan,  o — 17t». 

For  Clay  and  Frelinghuysen  :  Vermont,  6 ; 
Massachusetts,  12;  Rhode  island,  4;  Coimecli- 
cut,  (5 ;  New-Jersey,  7  ;  Delaware,  S  ;  .Mai  n  land, 
S;  North  Carolina,  11;  Tennessee,  lo;  Ken- 
lucky,  12;  Ohio,  23—105. 

DEMOCRATIC  NATIONAL  CONVENTION, 
1844. 

A  Democratic  National  Convention  assembled 
at  Baltimore  on  the  27th  May,  1844,  adopt,  d  the 
two-third  rule  and.  after  a  stormy  session  of  three 
days,  James  K.  Polk,  of  Tennessee,  w.is  nomi- 
nated for  President,  and  Silas  Wright,  of  Now 
York,  for  Vice-President.  Mr.  \V light  declined 
the  nomination,  and  George  il.  Dahas,  of  Penn- 
sylvania, was  subsequently  selected  lo  till  the 
second  place  on  the  ticket. 

The  ballotiugs  for  President  were  as  follows  : 

BALLOTS. 
1st.  2il.  3r'l.  Jih    5ili.  (Vh     Till.  Sili.  9i|i. 
M.  Van  Buren....  146  127  121  lil  lo;}  lol    S»D  lt>4      2 

Lewis  Cass fc.3    i)i    92  Io5  loT  lit)  lii  114    2tf 

K.  M.  Johnson 23    8;}    8S    B2    2t>    25    21     —    — 

James  liuchanan..       4      9     11     17    29    'S-i    ti      i    — 

J.  C.  Calhoun —      1       2       1       1       1       1      2    — 

Levi  Woodbury .. .     —    —      2    —    —    —    —    —    

Cora.  Stewart —      1    —    —    —    —    —    —    — 

James  K.  Polk —    —    —    ____44288 

Mr.  Van.  Burcn's  name  was  withdrawn  alter 
the  Sth  ballot. 

The  plaiforni  adopted  by  the  Convention  was 
the   same   as   that  of  lS4i),  with  the  following 

additions :  , 

lieMlce'l,  That  the  proceeds  of  the  Public  Lands 
ought  lo  be  sacredly  applied  to  the  national  ol)jfCts  speci- 
fied in  the  Constitution,  and  that  we  are  opposed  lo  the 
laws  lately  adopted,  and  to  any  law  for  the  Distribution 
of  such  proceeds  among  the  States,  as  alike  inexpedient 
in  policy  and  repugnant  lo  the  Constitution. 

JiiJiuleed,  Thai  wc  are  decidedly  opjiosed  to  taking 
from  the  President  the  (jualilled  veto  power  by  which  he 
is  enabled,  under  restrictions  and  responsibilities  amply 
suflicient  to  guard  the  public  interest,  lo  suspend  the 
passage  of  a  bill,  whose  merits  cannot  secure  the  ap- 
proval of  two-thirds  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Uepre- 
sentatives,  until  the  judgment  of  the  people  can  be  ol>- 
lained  thereon,  and  which  has  Ihiice  saved  the  .Ameri- 
can People  from  the  corrupt  and  tyrannical  domination 
of  the  Hank  of  the  L'nited  States. 

L'^ulCfJ,  That  our  title  to  tlie  whole  of  the  Territory  of 
Oregon  is  clear  and  unquestionable;  that  no  portion  of  the 
same  ought  to  be  ceded  to  Kngland  or  any  other  power; 
and  thai  the  reoccupation  of  (Jregon  and  Ihe  reannex- 
ation  of  Texas  at  the  earliest  practicable  period  are 
great  American  mea.sures,  which  this  Convention  recom- 
mends to  the  cordial  support  of  the  Democracy  of  the 
L'nion. 


LIBERTY 


CONVEN- 


PARTY    NATIONAL 
TION,    1843. 
The  Liberty  Party  National  Convention  met 
at  Buflalo,  on  the  SL't  of  August.     Leicester 
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King,  of  Ohio,  presided,  and  James  G.  Blrney,  of 
Michigan,  was  unanimously  nominated  for  Pre- 
sident, with  Thomas  Morris,  of  Ohio,  for  Vice- 
President.  Among  the  resolves  adopted  were 
the  following : 

Resolved,  That  human  brotherhood  is  a  cardinal  prin- 
ciple of  true  Democracy,  as  well  as  of  pure  Christianity, 
which  spurns  all  inconsistent  limitations ;  and  neither 
the  political  party  which  repudiates  it,  nor  the  political 
Bystem  which  is  not  based  upon  it,  can  be  truly  Demo- 
cratic or  permanent. 

Renoleed,  That  the  Liberty  Party,  placing  itself  upon 
this  broad  principle,  will  demand  the  absolute  and  un- 
qualified divorce  of  the  General  Government  from 
slavery,  and  also  the  restoration  of  equality  of  rights, 
among  men,  in  every  State  where  the  party  exists,  or 
may  exist. 

Resolved,  That  the  Liberty  Party  has  not  been  organ- 
ised for  any  temporary  purpose  by  interested  politicians, 
but  has  arisen  from  among  the  people  in  consequence  of 
a  conviction,  hourly  gaining  ground,  that  no  other  party 
in  the  country  represents  the  true  principles  of  American 
liberty,  or  the  true  spirit  of  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States. 

Resolved,  That  the  Liberty  Party  has  not  been  organ- 
ized merely  for  the  overthrow  of  slavery  ;  its  first  de- 
cided eflort  must,  indeed,  be  directed  against  slavehold- 
ing  as  the  grossest  and  most  revolting  manifestation  of 
despotism,  but  it  will  also  carry  out  the  principle  of 
equal  riylits  into  all  its  practical  consequences  and  ap- 
pUcations,  and  support  every  just  measure  conducive  to 
individual  and  social  freedom. 

Re-sulved,  That  the  Liberty  Party  is  not  a  sectional 
party  but  a  national  party  ;  was  not  originated  in  a  de- 
sire to  accomplish  a  single  object,  but  in  a  comprehen- 
sive regard  to  the  great  interests  of  the  whole  country ; 
is  not  a  new  party,  nor  a  third  party,  but  is  the  party 
of  177(5,  reviving  the  principles  of  that  memorable  era, 
and  striving  to  carry  them  into  practical  application. 

Resolved,  That  it  was  understood  in  the  times  of  the 
Declaration  and  the  Constitution,  that  the  existence  of 
slavery  in  some  of  the  States,  was  in  derogation  of  the 
principles  of  American  Liberty,  and  a  deep  stain  upon 
the  character  of  the  country,  and  the  implied  faith  of  the 
States  and  the  Nation  was  pledged,  that  slavery  should 
never  be  extended  beyond  its  then  existing  limits,  but 
sliould  be  gradually,  and  yet,  at  no  distant  day,  wholly 
abolished  by  State  authority. 

Resolved,  That  the  faith  of  the  States  and  the  Nation 
thus  pledged,  was  most  nobly  redeemed  by  the  voluntary 
Abolition  of  Slavery  in  several  of  the  States,  and  by  the 
adoption  of  the  Ordinance  of  17S7,  for  the  government 
of  the  Territory  northwest  of  the  river  Ohio,  then  the  onli' 
Territory  in  the  United  States,  and  consequently  the  only 
territory  subject  in  this  respect  to  the  control  of  Congress 
by  which  Ordinance  Slavery  was  forever  excluded  from 
the  vast  regions  which  now  compose  the  States  of  Ohio, 
Indiana,  Illinois,  Michigan,  and  the  Territory  of  Wiscon- 
sin, and  an  incapacity  to  bear  up  any  other  than  freemen, 
was  impressed  on  the  soil  itself. 

Resolved,  That  the  faith  of  the  States  and  Nation 
thus  pledged,  has  been  shamefully  violated  by  the  omis- 
sion on  the  part  of  many  of  the  States,  to  take  any 
measures  whatever  for  the  Abolition  of  Slavery  within 
their  respective  limits  ;  by  the  continuance  of  Slavery 
in  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  in  the  Territories  of 
Louisiana  and  Florida;  by  the  Legislation  of  Congress  ; 
by  the  protection  afforded  by  national  legislation  and 
negotiation  to  slaveliolding  in  American  vessels,  on  the 
high  seas,  employed  in  the  coastwise  Slave  Traffic  ;  and 
by  the  extension  of  slavery  far  beyond  its  original 
limits,  by  ads  of  Congress,  admitting  new  Slave  States 
into  tlie  Union. 

Resolved,  That  the  fundamental  truths  of  the  Declara- 
tion of  Independence,  that  all  men  are  endowed  by  their 
Creator  with  certain  inalienable  rights,  among  which  are 
life,  liberty  and  the  pursuit  of  happiness,  was  made  the 
fundamental  law  of  our  National  Government,  by  that 
amendment  of  the  Constitution  which  declares  that  no 
person  shall  be  deprived  of  life,  liberty  or  property, 
without  due  process  of  law. 

Resolved,  That  we  recognize  as  sound,  the  doctrine 
maintained  by  slaveholdjng  jurists,  that  slavery  is 
against  natural  rights,  and  strictly  local,  and  that  its  ex- 
istence and  continuance  rests  on  no  other  support  than 
State  Legislation,  and  not  on  any  authority  of  Congress. 
Resolved,  That  the  General  Government  has,  under 
the  Constitution,  no  power  to  establish  or  continue 
Slavery  anywliere,  and  therefore  that  all  treaties  and 
acts  of  Congress  establishing,  continuing  or  favoring 
Slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  in  the  Territory  of 


Florida,  or  on  the  high  seas,  are  unconstitutional,  and  all 
attempts  to  hold  men  as  property  witliin  the  limits  of  ex- 
clusive national  jurisdiction,  ought  to  be  prohibited  by  law. 
Resolved,  That  the  provision  of  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  which  confers  extraordinary  political 
powers  on  the  owners  of^slaves,  and  thereby  constitut- 
ing the  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  slaveholders  in 
the  Slave  States  a  privileged  aristocracy  ;  and  the  pro- 
vision for  the  reclamation  of  fugitive  slaves  from  service, 
are  Anti-Republican  in  their  character,  dangerous  to  the 
liberties  of  the  people,  and  ought  to  be  abrogated. 

Resolved,  That  the  practical  operation  of  the  second 
of  these  provisions,  is  seen  in  the  enactment  of  the  act 
of  Congress  respecting  persons  escaping  from  their  mas- 
ters, which  act,  if  the  construction  given  to  it  by  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  in  the  case  of  I'rigg 
vs.  Pennsylvania  be  correct,  nullifies  the  habeas  corpus 
acts  of  all  the  States,  takes  away  the  whole  legal  security 
of  personal  freedom,  and  ought  therefore  to  be  immedi- 
ately repealed. 

Resolved,  That  the  peculiar  patronage  and  support 
hitherto  extended  to  Slavery  and  Slaveholding,  by  the 
General  Government,  ought  to  be  immediately  with- 
drawn, and  the  example  and  influence  of  National 
authority  ought  to  be  arrayed  on  the  side  of  Liberty  and 
Free  Labor. 

Resolved,  That  the  practice  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment, which  prevails  in  the  Slave  States,  of  employing 
Slaves  upon  the  public  works,  instead  of  free  laborers, 
and  paying  aristocratic  masters,  with  a  view  to  secure  or 
reward  political  services,  is  utterly  indefensible  and 
ought  to  be  abandoned. 

Resolved,  That  freedom  of  speech,  and  of  the  press, 
and  the  right  of  petition,  and  the  right  of  trial  by  jury, 
are  sacred  and  inviolable ;  and  that  all  rules,  regula- 
tions and  laws,  in  derogation  of  either  are  oppressive,  un- 
constitutional, and  not  to  be  endured  by  free  people. 

Resolved,  That  we  regard  voting  in  an  eminent  de- 
gree, as  a  moral  and  religious  duty,  which,  when  exer- 
cised, should  be  by  voting  for  those  who  will  do  all  in 
their  power  for  Immediate  Emancipation. 

Resolved,  That  this  Convention  recommend  to  the 
friends  of  Liberty  in  all  those  Free  States  where  any  in- 
equality of  rights  and  privileges  exists  on  account  ol 
color,  to  employ  their  utmost  energies  to  remove  all  such 
remnants  and  effects  of  the  Slave  system. 

Whereas,  The  Constitution  of  these  United  States  is 
a  series  of  agreements,  covenants,  or  contracts  between 
the  people  of  the  United  States,  each  with  all  and  all 
with  each  ;  and 

Whereas,  It  is  a  principle  of  universal  morality,  that 
the  moral  laws  of  the  Creator  are  paramount  to  all 
human  laws ;  or,  in  the  language  of  an  Apostle,  that 
"we  ought  to  obey  God  rather  than  men;"  and, 

Whereas,  The  principle  of  common  law — that  any 
contract,  covenant,  or  agreement,  to  do  an  act  deroga- 
tory to  natural  right,  is  vitiated  and  annulled  by  its  in- 
herent immorality— has  been  recognized  by  one  of  the 
justices  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  who 
in  a  recent  case  expressly  holds  that  "  a«y  contract 
that  rests  upon  such  a  basis  is  void ;"  and, 

Whereas,  The  third  clause  of  the  second  section  of 
the  fourth  article  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  when  construed  as  providing  for  the  surrender  of 
a  Fugitive  Slave,  does  ''  rest  upon  such  a  basis,"  in  that 
it  is  a  contract  to  rob  a  man  of  a  natural  right — namely, 
his  natural  right  to  his  own  liberty ;  and  is,  therefore, 
absolutely  void.    Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  we  hereby  give  it  to  be  distinctly 
understood  by  this  nation  and  the  world,  that,  as  aboli- 
tionists, considering  that  the  strength  of  our  cause  lies 
in  its  righteousness,  and  our  hope  for  it  in  our  conformity 
to  the  laws  of  God,  and  our  respect  for  the  rights  op 
MAN,  we  owe  it  to  the  Sovereign  Ruler  of  the  universe,  as 
a  proof  of  our  allegiance  to  Him,  in  all  our  civil  relations 
and  otfices,  whether  as  private  citizens  or  as  public 
functionaries  sworn  to  support  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  to  regard  and  to  treat  the  third  clause  of 
the  fourth  article  of  that  instrument,  whenever  applied 
to  the  case  of  a  fugitive  slave,  as  utterly  null  and  void, 
and  consequently  as  forming  no  part  of  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States,  whenever  we  are  called  upon  oi 
sworn  to  support  it. 

Resolved,  That  the  power  given  to  Congress  by  the 
Constitution,  to  provide  for  calling  out  the  militia  to 
suppress  insurrection,  does  not  make  it  the  duty  of  the 
Government  to  maintain  Slavery  by  military  force,  much 
less  does  it  make  it  the  duty  of  the  citizens  to  form  a 
part  of  such  military  force.  When  freemen  unsheath  the 
sword  it  should  be  to  strike  for  Liberty,  not  for  Despot- 
ism. 

Resolved,  That  to  preserve  the  peace  of  the  citizens,  and 
secure  the  blessings  of  freedom,  the  Legislature  of  each  oi 


NATIONAL   CONVENTIONS  AND  PLATFORMS. 


in 


the  Free  States  oneht  to  keep  In  force  suitable  statutes 
reuilering  it  penal  for  any  of  Us  iiiliabitants  to  transport, 
or  aid  in  transporting  from  such  State,  any  person 
sought,  to  be  thus  transported,  merely  because  subject 
to  the  slave  laws  of  any  other  !?tate;  this  remnant  of  in- 
dependence being  accorded  to  the  Free  States,  by  the 
decision  of  the  Supreme  Court,  in  the  case  of  I'rigg  r«. 
the  ;>tale  of  Penusyivauia. 


proposition. 
Uble. 


This  appeal  was  also  laid  on  the 


WHIG  NATIONAL   CONVENTION,    1S48. 

A  Whig  National  Convention  met  at  Phila- 
delphia, on  the  7th  of  June,  184S,  over  which 
John  M.  Morehead,  of  North  Carolina,  pret-ided. 
After  a  rather  stormy  session  of  three  days, 
Gen.  Zacliary  Taylor,  of  Louisiana,  was  nouii- 
nated  for  President,  and  Millard  Fillmore,  of 
New-York,  for  Vice-President.  Gen.  Taylor 
was  nominated  on  the  fourth  ballot,  as  follows: 

Bi.U.0TI8GS. 

1st,  2d.  3d.  «h. 

Taylor Ill  113  133  171 

Clay 97  86  T4  83 

Scott -.  43  49  54  M 

Webster 22  2i  17  13 

Clayton 4  4  1  — 

McLean 2  1  —  — 

Total 279  2S0  279  279 

Mr.  Fillmore  was  nominated  for  Vice-Presi- 
dent on  the  second  ballot,  by  the  following 
vote  : 

BALLOTINGS. 

1st.  2(1. 

.M.Fillmore 115  173 

Abbott  Lawrence 109  S3 

Scattering 50  4 

ToUL 274  260 

Of  the  scattering  vote  cast  on  the  first  ballot, 
George  Evan«,  of  Maine,  received  6  ;  T.  M.  T. 
McKennen,  of  Pa.,  1.3;  Andrew  Stewart,  of  Pa., 
14;  and  John  Sergeant,  of  Pa..  6. 

The  Convention  adopted  no  Platform  of 
Principles.  After  it  had  been  organized,  and  a 
resolution  offered  to  go  into  a  ballot  for  candi- 
dates for  President  and  Vice-President,  Mr. 
Lewis  D.  Campbell,  of  Ohio,  moved  to  amend 
afl  follows : 

Rexolreily  That  no  candidate  shall  be  entitled  to  re- 
ceive the  nomination  of  this  Convention  for  President 
or  Vice-President,  unless  he  has  given  assurances  that 
he  will  abide  by  and  support  the  nomination;  that  if 
nominated  he  will  accept  the  nomination ;  that  he  will 
consider  himself  the  candidate  of  the  Whigs,  and  use 
all  proper  influence  to  bring  into  practical  operation  the 
principles  and  measures  of  the  Whig  Party. 

This  resolution  met  with  decided  opposition, 
and  the  president  ruled  it  out  of  order,  from 
which  decision  Mr.  Campbell  appealed,  and  in  a 
speech  contended  that  it  was  strictly  in  order  to 
define  what  sort  of  candidate  should  ha  voted 
for,  and  to  declare  that  none  but  sound  Whigs 
should  receive  important  nominations  at  the 
hands  of  a  Whig  National  Convention.  The 
appeal  was  tabled. 

Mr.  Fuller,  of  New  York,  offered  the  follow- 
ing : 

lietolved.  That  as  the  first  duty  of  the  representatives 
of  the  Whig  Party  is  to  preserve  the  principles  and  in- 
tegrity of  the  party,  the  claims  of  no  candidate  can  be 
considered  by  tliis  Convention  unless  such  candidate 
stands  pledged  to  support,  in  good  faith,  the  nominees 
and  to  be  the  exponent  of  Whig  Principles.  ' 

The  president  ruled  this  resolution  out  of 
order,  ami  Mr.  Fuller  appealed,  insisting  that 
no  true  Whig  could  reasonably   object  to  his 


After  Gen.  Taylor  had  been  nominated,  Mr. 
Charles  Allen,  of  Massachusetts,  offered  the 
following  : 

Jlfsolred,  That  the  Whig  Party,  through  its  represen- 
tatives here,  agrees  to  abiile  by  the  nomination  of  Gen. 
Zaohary  Taylor,  on  condition  that  he  will  accept  the 
nomination  as  the  candidate  of  the  Whig  Party,  and 
adhere  to  ita  great  fundamental  principles — no  exten- 
sion of  slave  territory — no  acquisition  of  foreign  terri- 
tory by  conquest — protection  to  .\mertcaD  Industry,  and 
opposition  to  Executive  usurpation. 

The  president  immediately  decided  the  reso- 
lution out  of  order,  and  no  further  notice  was 
taken  of  it 

After  the  nomination  for  Vice-President  had 
been  made,  .Mr.  McCuUough,  of  New-Jersey, 
offered  the  following: 

Jiesolved,  That  Gen.  Zachary  Taylor,  of  Louisiana, 
and  Millard  Fillmore,  of  New-York,  be,  and  they  are 
hereby  unanimously  nominated  as  the  Whig  candidates 
for  President  and  Vice-President  of  the  United  dlates. 

Mr.  D.  R.  Tilden,  of  Ohio,  proposed  the  fol- 
lowing, expressing  the  opinion  that  some  such 
declaration  by  the  Convention  would  he  neces- 
sary, in  order  to  secure  the  vote  of  Ohio  for 
the  nominee : 

lie^olved.  That  while  all  power  is  denied  to  Congress, 
under  the  Constitution,  to  control,  or  in  any  way  inter- 
fere with  the  institution  of  Slavery  within  tlie  several 
States  of  this  Union,  it  nevertheless  has  the  power  and 
it  is  the  duty  of  Congress  to  prohibit  the  intro<iui-tion  or 
existence  of  Slavery  in  any  territory  now  possessed,  or 
which  may  hereafter  be  acquired, by  the  United  States. 

This  resolution,  like  all  others  aflirniing  W'liig 
or  Anti-Slavery  principles,  was  ruled  out  of 
order,  and  laid  on  the  table.  A  motion  was 
made  to  divide  Mr.  McCullough"s  resolve,  so 
that  the  vote  could  be  taken  separately  on 
President  and  on  Vice-President,  when,  after 
discussion,  the  resolve  was  withdrawn. 

Mr.  Billiard,  of  Alabama,  offered  a  resolve 
indorsing  Gen.  Taylor's  letter  to  Captain  Alli- 
son, which,  meeting  opposition,  was  withdrawn  ; 
so  the  Convention  adjourned  without  passing 
any  resolves  having  reference  to  Whig  prin- 
ciples, the  issues  before  the  couutry,  or  of  con- 
currence in  the  nominations. 


RATIFICATION    MEETING    AT     PIIILA- 
DELPUIA. 

On  the  evening  of  the  last  day  of  the  session 
(9th  June),  a  ratification  meeting  was  held  at 
Philadelphia,  at  which  Gov.  Wm.  F.  Johnston, 
of  Pa.,  presided,  and  at  which  speeches  were 
delivered  by  (Jovernor  Morehead,  Gen.  Leslie 
Coombs,  of  Ky.,  an<l  several  others,  and  at 
which  the  following  resolves,  reported  by  W.  S. 
Price,  of  Pennsylvania,  were  adopted  : 

1.  Rttolntd,  That  the  Whigs  of  the  United  States, 
here  assembled  by  their  Representatives,  heartily  ratify 
the  nominations  of  Gen.  Zachary  Taylor  as  President, 
and  .Millard  Fillmore  as  Vice-President  of  the  United 
Stales,  and  pledge  themselves  to  their  support. 

2.  lUmltvl,  That  in  the  choice  of  Gen.  Taylor  as  the 
Whig  Candidate  for  President,  we  are  glad  to  discover 

I  By  mpathy  with  a  great  popular  sentiment  throughout  the 
\  nation— a  sentiment  which,  having  its  origin  in  admira- 
tion of  great  military  success,  has  been  strengthened  by 
'  the  development,  in  every  action  and  every  word,  of 
Lsound  conservative  opinions,  and  of  true  fldellly  to  the 
I  great  example  of  former  days,  and  to  the  principles  of 
the  Constitution  as  administered  by  its  founders. 
I  8.  RttoltfA,  That  Gen.  Taylor,  in  saying  that,  had  he 
1  voted  in  1*14,  he  would  have  voted  the  Whig  lic'iet, 
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gires  us  the  assurance — and  no  better  is  needed  from  a 
consistent  and  truth-speaking  man  -  that  his  heart,  was 
with  us  at  the  crisis  of  our  political  destiny,  when  Henry 
Clay  was  our  candidate  and  when  not  only  Whig  prin- 
ciples were  well  defined  and  clearly  asserted,  but  Whig 
measures  depended  on  success.  The  heart  that  was 
with  us  then  is  with  us  now,  and  we  have  a  soldier's  word 
of  honor,  and  a  life  of  public  and  private  virtue,  aa  the 
security. 

4.  Resolved,  That  we  look  on  Gen.  Taylor's  adminis- 
tration of  the  Government  as  one  conducive  of  Peace, 
Prosperity  and  Union  Of  Peace— because  no  one  bet- 
ter knows,  or  has  greater  reason  to  deplore,  what  he  has 
seen  sadly  on  the  field  of  victory,  the  horrors  of  war, 
and  especially  of  a  foreign  and  aggressive  war.  Of 
Prosperity— now  more  than  ever  needed  to  relieve  the 
nation  from  a  burden  of  debt,  and  restore  industry- 
agricultural,  manufactuiing  and  commercial  —  to  its 
accustomed  and  peaceful  functions  and  influences.  Of 
Union— because  we  have  a  candidate  whose  very  posi- 
tion as  a  Southwesiern  man,  reared  on  the  banks  of  the 
great  stream  whose  tributaries,  natural  and  artificial, 
embrace  the  whole  Union,  renders  the  protection  of  the 
interests  of  the  whole  country  his  first  trust,  and  whose 
varied  duties  in  past  life  have  been  rendered,  not  on  the 
soil,  o  under  the  flag  of  any  State  or  section,  but  over 
the  wide  frontier,  and  under  the  broad  banner  of  the 
Nation. 

5.  liesoVoed,  That  standing,  as  the  Whig  Party  does, 
on  the  broad  and  firm  platform  of  the  Constitution, 
braced  up  by  all  its  inviolable  and  sacred  guarantees 
and  compromises,  and  cherished  in  the  atfections 
because  protective  of  the  interests  of  the  people,  we  are 
proud  to  have,  as  the  exponent  of  our  opinions,  one  who 
is  pledged  to  construe  it  by  the  wise  and  generous  rules 
which  Washington  applied  to  it,  and  who  has  said,  (and 
no  Whig  desires  any  other  assurance)  that  he  will  make 
Washington's  Administration  the  model  of  his  own. 

6.  Resolved,  That  as  Whigs  and  Americans,  we  are 
proud  to  acknowledge  our  gratitude  for  the  great  mili- 
tary services  which,  beginning  at  Palo  Alto,  and  ending 
at  Buena  Vista,  first  awakened  the  American  people  to 
a  just  estimate  of  him  who  is  now  our  Whig  Candidate. 
In  the  discharge  of  a  painful  duty — for  his  march  into 
the  enemy's  country  was  a  reluctant  one;  in  the  com- 
mand of  regulars  at  one  time,  and  volunteers  at  another, 
and  of  both  combined ;  in  the  decisive  though  punctual 
discipline  of  his  camp,  where  all  respected  and  beloved 
him  ;  in  the  negotiation  of  terms  for  a  dejected  and 
desperate  enemy;  in  the  exigency  of  actual  conflict, 
when  the  balance  was  perilously  doubtful— we  have 
found  him  the  same— brave,  distinguished  and  conside- 
rate, no  heartless  spectator  of  bloodshed,  no  triUer  with 
human  life  or  human  happiness;  and  we  do  not  know 
which  to  admire  most,  his  heroism  in  withstanding  the 
assaults  of  the  enemy  in  the  most  hopeless  fields  of 
Buena  Vista — mourning  in  generous  sorrow  over  the 
graves  of  Ringgold,  of  Clay,  or  of  Hardin-or  in  giving 
in  the  heat  of  battle  terms  of  merciful  capitulation  to  a 
vanquished  foe  at  Monterey,  and  not  being  asliaiued  to 
avow  that  he  did  it  to  spare  women  and  children,  help- 
less infancy,  and  more  helpless  age,  against  whom  no 
American  soldier  ever  wars.  Such  a  military  man, 
whose  triumphs  are  neither  remote  nor  doubtful,  whose 
virtues  ttiese  trials  have  tested,  we  are  proud  to  make 
our  Candidate. 

7.  J!esuivi-'(l,  That  in  support  of  such  a  nomination  we 
ask  our  Whig  friends  throughout  the  nation  to  unite, 
to  co-operate  zealously,  resolutely,  with  earnestness  in 
behalf  of  our  Candidate,  whom  calumny  cannoL  reach, 
and  with  respectful  demeanor  to  our  adversaries,  whose 
Candidates  have  yet  to  prove  their  claims  on  the  grati- 
tude of  the  nation. 

This  election  resulted  in  the  choice  of  the 
Whig  Candidates,  as  follows  : 

Taylor  and  Fillmore — Vermont,  6  ;  Massachusetts,  12  ; 
Rhode  Island,  4;  Connecticut,  C  ;  New-York,  30;  New- 
Jersey,  7;  Pennsylvania,  20;  Delaware,  3;  Maryland, 
8;  North  Carolina,  11  ;  Georgia,  10;  Lousiana,  6;  Ten- 
nessee, 13 ;  Kentucky,  12;  Florida,  3— 163. 

Cass  and  Butler— Maine,  9;  New-Hampshire,  6;  Vir- 
ginia. 17;  South  Carolina,  9;  Alabama,  9;  Mississippi, 
6;  Ohio,  23;  Indiana,  12;  Illinois,  9;  Missouri,  7  ;  Ar- 
kansas, 3  ;  Michigan,  5 ;  Texas,  4  ;  Iowa,  4 :  Wisconsin, 
4-127. 


May.  Andrew  Stevenson  of  Va.,  presided. 
New-York  had  sent  a  double  delegation:  ("  Barn- 
burners" ior  Van  Buren  and  Hunkers  for  Dick- 
inson). The  Convention  decided  to  admit  both 
delegations,  which  satisfied  neither,  and  both 
declined  to  take  part  in  the  proceedings.  The 
two-third  rule  was  adopted,  and  Gen.  Lewis  Cass 
vras  nominated  for  President  on  the  4th  ballot 
as  follows:     [170  votes  necessary  to  a  choice.] 


1st. 

1<\. 

S<!. 

4<h 

125 

133 

156 

179 

.53 

56 

53 

38 

55 
9 
8 

54 

40 

83 

8 





6 

5 

5 

1 

— 

— 

— 

3 

William  R.King 29 

James  J.  McKay 13 

Jefferson  Davis 1 


DEMOCRATIC   CONVENTION,  1848. 

The     Democratic     National    Convention 
1848,  as.sembled   in   Baltimore   on   the   22d 


for 
of 


Cass 

Woodbury  of  N.  H. 

Buchanan 

Calhoun 

Dallas 

Worth 

Butler  of  Ky 

The  first  ballot  for  Vice-President  resulted  as 

follows : 

William  0.  Butler 114 

John  A.  Quitman 74 

John  Y.Mason 24 

No  choice.    Gen.  Butler  was  unanimously  nomi- 
nated ou  the  third  ballot. 

Tlie  Convention  adopted  the  following  plat- 
form : 

1.  Resolved,  That  the  American  Democracy  place 
their  trust  in  the  intelligence,  the  patriotism,  and  the 
discriminating  justice  of  the  American  jjcople. 

2.  Resolved,  That  we  regard  this  as  a  distinctive  fea- 
ture of  our  political  creed,  which  we  are  proud  to  main- 
tain before  the  world,  as  the  great  moral  element  in  a 
form  of  government  springing  from  and  upheld  by  the 
popular  will :  and  we  contrast  it  with  the  creed  and 
practice  of  federalism,  under  whatever  name  or  form, 
which  seeks  to  palsy  the  will  of  the  constituent,  and 
which  conceives  no  imxjosture  too  monstrous  for  the 
popular  credulity. 

3.  Resolved,  Therefore,  that,  entertaining  these  views 
the  Democratic  party  of  this  Union,  through  the  delegates 
assembled  in  general  convention  of  the  States,  coming 
together  in  a  spirit  of  concord,  of  devotion  to  the  doc- 
trines and  faith  of  a  free  representative  government  and 
appealing  to  their  fellow-citizens  for  the  rectitude  of 
their  intentions,  renew  and  reassert  before  the  American 
people,  the  declaration  of  principles  avowed  by  them, 
on  a  former  occasion,  when  in  general  convention,  they 
presented  their  candidates  for  the  popular  suifrage. 

Then  follow  resolutions  1,  2,  .S,  4,  of  Platforms 
of  1840  and  '44.  Tiie  5th  resolution  is  that  of 
1840  with  an  addition  about  providing  for  war 
debts,  and  as  amended,  reads  as  follows: 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  duty  of  every  branch  of  the 
government  to  enforce  and  practice  the  most  rigid  econ- 
omy in  conducting  our  public  affairs,  and  that  no  more 
revenue  ought  to  be  raised  than  is  required  to  defray 
the  necessary  expenses  of  the  government,  and  for  the 
gradual  but  certain  extinction  of  the  debt  created  by 
the  prosecution  of  a  just  and  necessary  war,  after  peace- 
ful relations  shall  have  been  restored. 

The  next  (Anti-National  Bank  and  pro-Sub- 
Treasury)  was  amended  by  the  addition  of  the 
following  : 

And  that  the  results  of  Democratic  Legislation,  in  this 
and  all  other  financial  measures  upon  which  issues  have 
been  made  between  the  two  political  parties  of  the  coun- 
try, have  demonstrated  to  candid  and  practical  men  of 
all  'piirlies,  their  soundness,  safety  and  utiUty  in  all 
business  pursuits. 

Here  follow  resolutions  7,  8,  9,  of  the  plat- 
form of  1840,  which  we  omit. 

Resolved, 1hti.l  the  proceeds  of  the  Public  Lands  ought 
to  be  sacredly  applied  to  the  National  objects  specified 
in  the  Constitution  ;  and  that  we  are  opposed  to  any 
law  for  the  distribution  of  such  proceeds  among  the 
States  as  alike  inexpedient  in  policy  and  repugnant  to 
the  Constitution. 

Resolved,  That  we  are  decidedly  opposed  to  taking 
from  the  President  the  qualified  veto  powei-,  by  which  he 
is  enabled,  under  restrictions  and  responsitjilities  amply 
sufficient  to  guard  the  public  interests,  to  suspend  the 
passage  of  a  bill  whose  merits  eannot  secure  the  ap- 
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proval  of  two-thirilj  of  the  Senate  anil  House  of  Repre- 
•eiuatives  until  the  judgment  of  tlie  people  can  be 
obtaine'l  thereon,  and  which  has  saved  the  American 
people  from  the  corrupt  and  tyrannical  domination  of 
the  bank  of  the  United  States,  and  from  a  corrupting 
systom  of  general  internal  iinproveiuents. 

Jienolrfil,  that  the  war  with  Mexico,  provoked  on  her 
part,  by  years  of  insult  and  injury,  wan  coinmcnoed  by 
her  army  crossing  the  Rio  Ciraude,  attacking  the  Ameri- 
can troops  and  invading  our  sister  State  of  TeXiis,  and 
that  upon  all  the  principles  of  patriotism  and  the 
Lavrs  of  Nations,  it  is  a  just  and  necessary  war  on  our 
pari  in  which  every  American  citizen  should  have  shown 
himself  on  the  side  of  his  Country,  and  neither  morally 
nor  physically,  by  word  or  by  deed,  have  giveu  "  aid 
and  comfort  to  the  enemy." 

HiitolceJ,  That  we  would  be  rejoiced  at  the  assurance 
of  a  peace  with  Mexico,  founded  on  the  just  principles 
of  indemnity  for  the  past  and  security  for  the  future  ;  hut 
that  while  the  ralillcatioa  of  the  liberal  treaty  offered  to 
Mexico  remains  in  doubt,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  country  to 
sustain  the  administration  and  to  sustain  the  country  in 
every  meiisure  necessary  to  provide  for  the  vigorous 
prosecutiun  of  the  war,  should  that  treaty  be  rejected. 

Ittsolrtil,  That  the  officers  and  soldiers  who  have 
carried  the  arms  of  their  country  into  .Mexico,  have 
crowned  it  with  imperishable  glory.  Their  uuconijuer- 
ai)le  courage,  their  daring  enterprise,  their  unfalleiing 
perseverance  and  fortitude  when  assailed  ou  all  sides  by 
innumerable  foes  and  that  more  formidable  enemy— the 
diseases  of  the  climate — exalt  their  devoted  patriotism 
into  the  highest  heroism,  and  give  them  a  right  to  the 
profound  gratitude  of  their  country,  and  the  admiration 
of  the  world. 

Rfttulctd,  That  the  Democratic  National  Convention 
of  30  States  composing  the  .American  Republic  tender 
their  fraternal  congratulations  to  the  National  Coaven- 
t.on  of  the  Republic  of  France,  now  assembled  as  the 
free-suffrage  Representatives  of  the  Sovereignty  of  thirty- 
flve  millions  of  Republicans  to  establish  government  on 
those  eternal  principles  of  equal  rights  for  which  tlieir 
Laf  lyette  and  our  Washington  fought  side  by  side  in 
the  struggle  for  our  National  ludepeiidejice ;  and  we 
Would  especially  convey  to  them  and  to  the  whole  peo- 
ple of  France,  our  earnest  wishes  for  the  consolidation 
of  their  liberties,  through  the  wisdom  that  shall  guide  their 
councils,  on  the  basis  of  a  Democratic  Constitution,  not 
derived  from  the  grants  or  concessions  of  kings  or 
dynasties,  but  originating  from  the  only  true  i-oorce  of 
pol.iical  power  recoi,'nired  in  the  States  of  this  Union; 
lue  inherent  and  inalituable  right  of  the  people,  in  their 
covereign  capacity,  to  make  and  to  amend  their  forms 
of  government  iu  such  manner  aa  the  welfare  of  the 
community  may  require. 

He»oliieil,  That  the  recent  development  of  this  grand 
political  truth,  of  the  sovereignty  of  the  people  and 
their  capacity  and  power  for  self-government,  which  is 
prostrating  thrones  and  erecting  Republics  on  the  ruins 
of  despotism  in  the  old  world,  we  feel  that  a  high  and 
eacred  duly  is  devolved,  with  increased  re«i>oiisibility, 
upon  the  Democratic  party  of  this  country,  as  the  party 
of  the  people,  to  sustain  and  advance  among  us  Consti- 
tutional Liberty,  Equality  and  Fraternity,  by  continuing 
to  resist  all  monopolies  and  exclusive  legislation  for  the 
benefit  of  the  few  at  the  expense  of  the  many,  and  by  a 
vigilant  and  constant  adiierence  to  those  principles  and 
compromises  of  the  Constitution  which  are  broad  enough 
and  strong  enough  to  embrace  and  uphold  the  L'nion  as 
it  was,  the  Union  as  it  is,  and  the  Union  as  it  shall  be  iu 
the  full  expansion  of  the  energies  and  capacity  of  this 
g.eal  and  progressive  people. 

/ii.v<olcei/.  That  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  be  for- 
trarded  through  the  American  Minister  at  Paris,  to  the 
fiational  Convention  of  the  RepubUc  of  France. 

Re^ulced,  That  the  fruits  of  the  great  political  triumph 
of  l'i44,  which  elected  James  K.  I'olk  and  George  M. 
Dallas  President  and  Vice-President  of  the  United  States, 
have  fulfilled  the  hopes  of  the  Democracy  of  the  Union 
in  defeating  the  declared  purposes  of  their  opponents  in 
creating  a  National  liank,  in  prcveutiug  the  corrupt  and 
UDconstitutiooal  distribution  of  the  Land  Proceeds  from 
the  common  treasury  of  the  Union  for  local  purposes,  in 
protecting  the  Currency  and  Labor  of  the  country  from 
ruinous  lluctuations ;  and  guarding  the  money  of  the 
country  for  the  use  of  the  people  by  the  establishmeul 
of  the  Constitutional  treasury  ;  iu  the  noble  impulse 
givea  to  the  cause  of  Free  Trade  by  the  repeal  of  the 
tariff  of  42,  and  the  creation  of  the  more  equal,  honest, 
and  productive  tariff  of  1>46-,  and  that,  in  our  opinion, 
it  would  be  a  fatal  error  to  weaken  the  bands  of  a  politi- 
cal organization  by  witich  these  great  reforms  have 
been  achieved,  and  risk  them  in  the  hands  of  their 
knoTO  adversaries,  with  whatever  delusive  appeals  the/ 


may  solicit  our  surrender  of  that  vigilance  wiiich  Is  the 
only  safeguard  of  liberty. 

Ji'mvlrfJ,  That  the  confidence  of  the  Democracy  of 
the  Union,  ia  the  principles,  capacity,  firmness  and  in- 
tegrity of  James  K.  Polk,  manifested  liy  his  nominatioo 
and  election  in  1M4,  has  been  signally  juslitied  by  the 
strictness  of  his  adherence  to  sound  Democratic  doc- 
trines, by  the  purity  of  purpose,  the  energy  and  ability 
which  have  characterized  his  adiuinistraiion  in  all  our 
affairs  at  home  and  abroad  ;  that  we  lender  to  him  our 
cordial  congratulations  upon  the  brilliant  success  which 
has  hitherto  crowned  his  patriotic  etiorts,  and  assure  him 
in  advance,  that  at  the  expiration  of  his  Presidential 
term  he  will  carry  with  him  to  his  retirement,  the  esteem, 
respect,  and  admiration  of  a  grateful  country. 

J{e«olced,  Tliat  this  Couventiou  hereby  present  to  the 
people  of  the  United  States,  Lewis  Cass,  of  .Michigan,  as 
the  candidate  of  the  Democratic  party  for  the  oUice  of 
President,  aud  William  O.  Uuller  of  Ky,  for  Vice-Presi- 
dent of  the  U.  8. 

The  lollo-viug  resolution  was  offered  by  Mr. 

Yaiicy,  of  Ala. 

JiMolvt'i,  That  the  doctrine  of  non-interference  with 
the  rights  of  property  of  any  portion  of  the  people  of  this 
Confederacy,  be  it  iu  the  Stales  or  Territories  thereof, 
by  any  other  than  the  parties  interested  in  them,  is  tUo 
true  RepubUcan  doctrine  recoguizcd  by  this  body. 

This  resohuioii  waa  rejectcil :  Yeas,  otj  ;  nays, 
'2It> — the  yeas  beitij; :  Georgia,  'J  ;  8outli  Caro- 
lina, y  ;  Alabama,  '.»  ;  Arkansas,  3  ;  Florida,  3  ; 
Maryland,  1  ;  Keiiiucky,  1. 


FREE  DEMOCRATIC  CONVENTION,  1848. 

The  Barnburners  of  New  York,  who  were 
disgusted  with  the  [iroceedings  of  the  National 
Convention  whieh  had  nominated  Cass  aud  But- 
ler for  President  and  Vice-President,  met  iu 
Convention  at  Utica,  on  the  22d  of  June,  1S18. 
Delegates  were  also  present  from  Ohio,  Wiseou- 
sin  and  Massachusetts.  Col.  Samuel  Young  pre- 
sided over  the  delibei'ations  of  this  Cotivention  ; 
and  Martin  Van  Buren  was  nominated  for  Presi- 
dent, with  Henry  Dodge,  of  Wisconsin,  for 
Vice-President.  Gea.  Dodge  subsequently  de- 
clined. 

On  the  9th  of  August  following,  a  Conven- 
tion was  held  at  Buflalo,  which  was  attended  by 
delegates  from  the  States  of  Maine,  New-Hamp- 
shire, Vermont,  Massachusetts,  Connecticut, 
Rhode  Island,  New- York,  New-.Iersey,  Pennsyl- 
vania, Maryland,  Delaware,  Virginia,  Illinois, 
Wisconsin,  Michigan,  Indiana,  Iowa,  and  the 
District  of  Columbia.  Charles  Francis  Adams, 
of  Massachusetts,  presided,  and  the  Conveutiou 
nominated  Messrs.  Van  Buren  and  Adams  a3 
candidates  for  President  and  Vice-President, 
and  adopted  the  following  Resolves,  since 
known  as 

TUE    BCFFALO    PLATFORM. 

M'A<r«M,  We  have  assembled  in  Convention,  as  a 
union  of  freemen,  fur  the  sake  of  freedom,  forgetting 
all  pasi  political  diHerences  iu  a  common  resolve  to 
uiuiuiain  the  rights  of  free  labor  against  the  aggressions 
of  the  ijlave  Power,  aud  to  secure  free  soil  to  a  frea 
people. 

And  W7i«r«a*,  The  political  Conventions  recently  as- 
seinoled  al  lialtuiiore  and  Pliiladelplua,  the  one  stiUmg 
the  voice  of  a  great  constituency,  entitled  to  be  lieard  Iu 
IU  deliberations,  and  the  other  abandoning  its  distinctive 
principles  fur  mere  availability,  have  dissolved  the  N*- 
iional  party  organiiatiotis  heretofore  existing,  by  nomi- 
nating for  ine  Cnief  .Magistracy  of  the  United  States,  un- 
der tne  slaveholding  dlcUtion,  candidates,  neither  of 
wiioiu  can  be  supported  by  the  opponents  of  Slavery  Ex- 
tension without  a  sacri&ce  of  consistency,  duty  and  self- 
respect  ; 

And  whereat,  These  nominations  so  made,  furnish  the 
occasion  ana  demonstrate  the  necessity  of  tne  union  of 
llie  people  under  Uie  banner  of  Free  Democracy,  iQ  a  so^ 
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pmn  and   formal  declaration  of  their  independence  of  the 

Hlave  power,  and  of  their  fixed    determiuatiou   to  rescue 
the  Federal  Government,  from  its  control; 

Heeoloed,  there/ore,  That  we,  the  people  here  assem- 
bled, remembering  the  example  of  our  fathers,  in  the  days 
of  the  firot  Declaration  of  Independence,  pultnis?  our  trust 
in  God  for  the  triumph  of  our  cause,  and  involiing  his 
guidance  in  our  endeavors  to  advance  it,  do  now  plant 
ourselves  upon  the  Naiional  platform  of  Freedom  in  oppo- 
sition to  the  sectional  platform  ofSlavery. 

Hesolsed,  That  Slavery  in  the  several  States  of  this 
Union  wliich  recognize  its  existence,  depends  upon  State 
laws  alone,  wiiich  cannot  be  repealed  or  modified  by  the 
Federal  Governmeni,  and  for  wliicli  laws  that  govern- 
ment is  not  responsible.  We  therefore  propose  no  inter- 
ference by  Congress  with  Slavery  within  the  limits  of  any 
State. 

Reaolved,  That  the  Proviso  of  Jefiferson,  to  prohibit  the 
existence  of  Slavery  after  ISDO,  in  all  theTerritories  of  the 
United  States,  Southern  and  Northern  ;  the  votes  of  six 
States  and  sixteen  delegates,  in  tlie  Congress  of  1TS4,  for 
the  Proviso,  to  three  States  and  seven  delegates  against 
it;  tlie  actual  exclusion  of  Slavery  from  the  Northwest- 
ern Territory,  by  the  Ordinance  of  17S7,  unanimously 
adopted  by  the  States  in  Congress;  and  the  entire  Instory 
of  mat  period,  clearly  show  that  it  was  the  settled  policy 
of  the  Nation  not  to  extend,  nationalize  or  encourage,  but 
to  limit,  localize  and  discourage  Slavery;  and  to  this  pol- 
i<^y,  which  should  never  have  been  departed  from,  the 
Government  ought  to  return. 

liesoleed.  That  our  f.ahers  ordained  the  Constitution 
of  tile  United  States,  in  order,  among  other  great  national 
objects,  to  establish  justice,  promote  the  general  welfare, 
and  secure  the  blessings  of  liberty;  but  expressly  denied 
10  the  Federal  Government,  widen  they  created,  all  con- 
stitutional power  to  deprive  any  person  of  life,  liberty, 
or  property,  without  due  legal  process. 

Resolved,  That  in  the  judgment  of  this  Convention, 
Coiigiess  has  no  more  power  to  make  a  Slave  than  to  make 
a  King;  no  more  power  to  institute  or  establish  Slavery 
llian  to  institute  or  establisli  a  Monarchy  :  no  such  power 
can  be  found  among  those  specifically  conferred  by  the 
Constitution,  or  derived  by  just  implication  from  them. 

Jiesoivi'd,  That  it  Is  tlie  duly  of  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment to  relieve  itself  from  ali  responsibility  for  the  exist- 
ence or  continuance  of  slavery  wherever  the  government 
possesses  constitutional  authority  to  legislate  on  ttiat 
subject,  and  it  is  thus  responsible  for  its  existence. 

Resolved,  That  the  true,  and  in  the  judguient  of  this 
Convention,  the  only  safe  means  of  preventing  the  ex- 
tension of  Slavery  into  Territory  now  Free,  is  to  prohibit 
tts  extension  in  all  sucli  Territory  by  an  act  of  Congress. 
Resoleed,  Tiiat  we  accept  the  issue  which  the  Slave 
power  has  forced  upon  us;  and  to  their  demand  lor  more 
Slave  Slates,  and  more  Slave  Territory,  our  calm  but  final 
answer  is,  no  more  Slave  States  and  no  more  Slave  Ter- 
ritory. Let  the  soil  of  our  extensive  domains  be  kept 
free  for  the  hardy  pioneers  of  our  own  land,  and  the  op- 
pressed and  banished  of  otiier  lands,  seeking  homes  of 
comfort  and  fields  of  enterprise  in  the  new  world. 

Resolved,  Thai  the  bill  lately  reported  by  the  committee 
of  eight  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  was  no  com- 
promise, but  an  absolute  surrender  of  the  rights  of  the 
Non-Slaveholders  of  ali  the  States  ;  and  while  we  rejoice 
to  know  that  a  measure  which,  while  opening  the  door  for 
the  introduction  of  Slavery  into  Territories  now  free, 
would  also  liave  opened  ine  door  to  litigation  ;u'id  s.rife 
among  the  future  inliabitants  thereof,  to  the  ruin  of  theii' 
peace  and  prosperity,  was  defeated  in  the  House  of  liepre- 
Bentatives,  its  passage,  in  hoi.  iiaste,  by  a  majority,  embrac- 
ing several  senators  who  voted  in  open  violaiion  of  the 
knovvn  will  of  their  constituents,  should  warn  the  people 
to  see  to  it,  that  their  representatives  be  nol  suffered  to 
betray  them.  Tiiere  must  be  no  more  Compromises  with 
Slavery  ;  if  made  they  must  be  repealed. 

Resolved,  Tuat  we  demaml  freedom  and  established 
inslitutioiis  for  our  brellireii  in  Oregon,  now  exposed  to 
hardships,  peril  and  massacre  by  the  reiklcss  hostiliiy  of 
the  Slave  Power  to  the  establishment  of  Free  Government 
for  Free  Territories;  and  not  only  for  them,  but  for  our 
uew  brethren  in  California  and  New-.Mexico. 

Resolved,  It  is  due  not  only  to  this  occasion,  but  to  the 
whole  people  of  the  United  States,  that  we  should  also 
declare  ourselves  on  certain  other  questions  of  National 
Policy:  therefore, 

R»nolved,  That  we  demand  Cheap  Postage  for  the  Peo- 
ple; a  retrenchment  of  the  expenses  and  patronage  of 
the  Federal  Government ;  tlie  abolition  of  all  unneces- 
sary oliioes  and  salaries ;  and  the  election  by  tlie  peojile 
of  all  civil  officers  in  the  service  of  tlie  government,  so 
far  as  the  same  may  be  practicable. 

Resolved,  ThatKiver  and  Uarbor  improvements,  when 
demanded  by  the  safety  and  convenieuce  of  commerce 


with  foreign  nations,  or  among  the  several  States,  are 
objects  of  national  concern,  and  that  it  is  the  duty  of 
Congress,  in  the  exercise  of  its  couslitutional  powers,  to 
provide  therefor. 

Resolved,  That  the  free  grant  to  actual  settlers,  in  con 
sideralion  of  the  expenses  they  incur  in  making  settle- 
ments in  the  wilderness,  which  are  usually  fully  equal  to 
their  actual  cost,  and  of  the  public  benefits  resulting 
therefrom,  of  reasonable  portions  of  the  public  lands, 
under  suitable  limitations,  is  a  wise  and  just  measure  of 
public  policy,  which  will  promote  in  various  ways  the  in- 
terests of  all  the  States  of  this  Union  ;  and  we  therefore 
recommend  it  to  the  favorable  consideration  of  the  Ameri- 
can people. 

Resolved,  That  the  obligations  of  honor  and  patriot- 
ism require  the  earliest  practicable  payment  of  the  na- 
tional debt,  and  we  are  therefore  in  favor  of  such  ataiilf 
of  duties  as  will  raise  revenue  adequate  to  defray  the  na- 
cessary  expenses  of  the  Federal  Government,  and  to  pay 
annual  instalments  of  our  debt,  and  the  interest  thereon 

Resolved,  That  we  inscribe  on  our  own  banner,  "  Free 
Soil,  Free  Speech,  Free  Labor,  and  Free  Men,"  and  under 
it  we  wid  fight  on,  and  tight  ever,  until  a  triumphant  vic- 
tory shall  reward  our  exertions. 


WHIG  NATION'AL  OOXVEXTIOX,  1852. 

This  body  assembled  at  Baltimore  on  the  16th 
of  June,  and  chose  Gen.  John  G.  Chapman,  of 
Md.,  as  presiding  ofScer,  and,  after  an  exciting 
session  of  six  days,  nominated  Gen.  Winfield 
Scott  as  President,  on  the  o3d  ballot,  as  follows : 


2 

j; 

1 

^• 

i 

*** 

15 

"3 

« 

►s 

» 

a 

V 

^ 

1. 

181 

183 

29 

28. 

1.34 

123 

?0 

2. 

133 

131 

29 

29. 

1.34 

128 

so 

8. 

133 

131 

29 

30. 

134 

128 

29 

4. 

134 

130 

29 

81. 

134 

128 

80 

5. 

130 

133 

80 

82. 

134 

123 

30 

6. 

133 

131 

29 

33. 

184 

123 

29 

7. 

131 

1.33 

28 

84. 

134 

126 

28 

8. 

133 

131 

28 

85. 

134 

12S 

28 

9. 

133 

1.33 

29 

86. 

136 

127 

23 

10. 

136 

1-30 

29 

37. 

133 

128 

2S 

11. 

134 

181 

23 

88. 

186 

127 

29 

12. 

1.34 

130 

28 

39. 

184 

123 

30 

13. 

134 

130 

2S 

40. 

132 

129 

82 

14. 

133 

1.30 

29 

41. 

182 

129 

85 

15. 

133 

130 

29 

42. 

134 

128 

80 

16. 

135 

129 

28 

43. 

134 

123 

80 

17. 

133 

131 

29 

44. 

133 

129 

80 

IS. 

132 

131 

28 

45. 

133 

127 

32 

19. 

132 

131 

29 

46. 

134 

127 

31 

20. 

132 

131 

29 

47. 

135 

129 

29 

2L 

133 

131 

28 

43. 

187 

124 

80 

22. 

132 

1.30 

80 

49. 

189 

122 

80 

23. 

1.32 

130 

80 

50. 

142 

122 

28 

24. 

im 

129 

80 

51. 

143 

120 

29 

25. 

133 

12S 

81 

52. 

146 

119 

27 

26. 

lU 

128 

30 

53. 

1.59 

112 

21 

27. 

134 

128 

80 

Necessai 

y  to  choose — 147. 

William  A.  Graham,  of  Xorth  Carolina,  was 
nominated  for  Vice-President  on  the  second 
ballot. 

The  Convention  adopted  the  following 

PLATFORM  : 

The  Whigs  of  the  United  States,  in  Convention  assem- 
bled, adhering  to  the  great  conservative  principles  by 
which  they  are  coniioled  and  governed,  and  now  as  evet 
relying  upon  the  intelligence  of  the  American  people, 
with  an  abiding  confidence  in  their  capacity  for  self-gov- 
ernment, and  their  devotion  to  the  L;onstitution  and  the 
Union,  do  proclaim  the  following  as  the  political  senti- 
ments and  determination  for  the  establishment  and 
maintenance  of  which  their  national  organization  as  a 
party  was  effected. 

Ji'irst.  The  government  of  the  United  States  is  of  a 
limited  character,  and  it  is  confined  to  the  exercise  of 
powers  expressly  granted  by  the  Constitution,  and  such 
as  may  be  necessary  and  proper  for  carrying  the  granted 
powers  into  full  execution,  and  that  powers  not  granted 
or  necessarily  implied  are  reserved  to  ihe  Slates  respec- 
tively and  to  the  people. 

Second.  The  State  Governments  chould  be  held  secure 
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to  their  reserved  rights,  and  the  General  Government 
sustained  on  its  conj:titutional  powers,  and  tiiat  the 
Union  s-hould  be  revered  and  watched  over  as  the  palla- 
dium of  our  lii>e:tie3. 

Third.  That  while  struggling  freedom  eveiywheie 
enlists  the  warmest  sympathy  of  the  Whig  party,  we  still 
adhere  to  the  doctrines  of  tlie  Father  of  h'.s  Country,  as 
announced  in  his  Farewell  Address,  of  keeping  ourselves 
free  from  all  entangling  alliances  with  foreign  countries, 
and  of  never  quitting  our  own  to  stand  upon  foreign 
g.-ound  ;  that  our  mission  as  a  republic  is  not  to  propa- 
gate our  opinions,  or  impose  on  ether  countries  our 
forms  of  government,  by  artifice  or  force;  but  to  teach 
by  example,  and  show  by  our  success,  moderation  and 
justice,  the  blessings  of  self-government,  and  the  advan- 
tage of  free  institutions. 

Foii-tk.  That,  as  the  people  make  and  control  the 
Government,  they  should  obey  its  constitution,  laws  and 
treaties  as  they  would  retain  their  self-respect,  and  the 
respect  which'they  claim  and  will  enforce  from  foreign 
powers. 

Fifth  Government  should  be  conducted  on  principles 
of  tlie  strictest  economy  ;  and  revenue  sufficient  for  the 
expenses  thereof,  in  time,  ought  to  be  derived  mainly 
from  a  duty  on  imports,  and  not  from  direct  taxes  ;  and 
on  laying  such  duties  sound  policy  requires  a  just  dis- 
crimination, and,  when  p.acticable,  by  specific  duties, 
whereby  suitable  encouragement  may  be  afforded  to 
American  industry,  equally  to  all  classes  and  to  all  por- 
tions of  the  country  ;  an  economical  administration  of 
the  Government,  iii  time  of  peace,  ought  to  be  derived 
from  duties  on  imports,  and  not  from  direct  taxation  ; 
and  in  laying  such  dities,  sound  policy  requires  a  just 
discrimination,  whereby  suitable  encouragement  may  be 
afforded  to  Amer.can  industry,  equally  to  all  classes,  and 
to  all  parts  of  the  country. 

SfXt't  The  Constitution  vests  in  Congress  the  power 
to  open  anil  repair  harbors,  and  remove  obstructions 
f.-ora  navigable  rivers,  whenever  such  improvements  are 
necessary  for  the  common  defense,  and  for  the  protec- 
tion and  facility  of  commerce  with  foreign  nations,  or 
among  'he  iJtates — said  improvements  being  in  every 
instance  national  and  general  in  their  character. 

Seoeiit'i.  The  Federal  and  State  Governments  are  parts 
of  one  system,  alike  necessary  for  the  common  prosper- 
ity, peace  and  security,  and  ought  to  be  regarded  alike 
With  a  cordial,  habitual  and  immovable  attachment. 
Respect  for  the  authority  of  each,  and  acquiescence  in 
tlie  just  constitutional  measures  of  each,  are  duties 
required  by  the  plainest  considerations  of  National, 
Slate  and  individual  welfare. 

Eighth.  That  the  series  of  acts  of  the  32d  Congress,  the 
.\ct  known  as  the  Fug.tive  Slave  law  included,  are 
received  and  acquiesced  in  by  the  Whig  party  of  the 
United  States  as  a  settlement  in  principle  and  substance 
of  the  dangerous  and  exciting  questions  which  they 
embrace  ;  and.  so  far  as  they  are  concerned,  we  will 
maintain  them,  and  insist  upon  their  strict  enforcement, 
until  time  and  experience  shall  demonstrate  the  neces- 
sity of  further  legislation  to  guard  against  the  evasion  of 
the  laws  on  the  one  hand  and  the  abuse  of  their  powers 
on  the  other— not  impair.ng  their  present  elficiency ;  and 
we  deprecate  all  further  agitation  of  the  question  thus 
settled,  as  dangerous  to  our  peace,  and  wdl  discounte- 
nance all  efforts  to  continue  or  renew  such  agitation, 
whenever,  wherever,  or  however  the  attempt  may  be 
made;  and  we  will  maintain  this  system  as  essential  to 
the  nationality  of  the  \Vh  g  pa.ty,  and  the  integrity  of 
the  Union. 

The  above  propositions  were  unanimously 
adopted  with  the  exception  of  the  last,  which 
was  carried  by  a  vote  of  212  to  70:  the  dele- 
gates who  voted  against  it  being  supporters  of 
Scott  as  against  Fillmore  and  Webster  in  the 
ballotings  above  given. 

The  vote  by  States,  on  this  (Compromise) 
resolution,  was  as  follows  : 

Yeas— Maine,  4;  N'ew-Ifampshire,  5;  Vermont,  5j 
Massachusetts,  3;  Rhode  Island,  4;  Coimecticut,  4« 
New-York,  11;  New-Jersev,  7  ;  Pennsylvania,  I'l ;  Dela- 
ware, 3;  Maryland,  S;  Virginia,  14;  North  Carolina, 
l'.»;  South  Carolina,  S;  Georgia,  10;  Alabama,  9 ;  Mis- 
sissippi, 7  ;  Louisiana,  6  ;  Ohio,  S  ;  Kentucky,  12  ;  Ten- 
nessee, 12;  Indiana.  7;  Illinois,  6;  .Missouri,  9;  .Arkan- 
sas. 4 ;  Florida,  3  ;  Iowa,  4 ;  Wisconsin.  4  ;  Texas,  4  ; 
—212. 


N.tTS— Maine,  4  ;  Connecticut,  1  ;  New-York,  22  ; 
Pennsylvania,  G  ;  Ohio,  15 ;  Wisconsin,  1  ;  Indiana,  6  ; 
Illinois,  5 ;  Michigan,  6  ;  California,  4—70. 

GEN.    SCOTt's   acceptance. 

Gen.  Scott  accepted  the  nomination  and  Plat 
form  in  the  following  letter. 

Washixgton',  June  2ith,  1852. 

Sir:  I  have  had  the  honor  t.i  receive  from  your  hands 
the  official  notice  of  ray  unanimous  nomination  as  the 
Wing  candidate  for  the  ofBce  of  president  of  the  United 
States,  together  with  a  copy  of  the  resolutions  passed  by 
the  Convention,  expressing  their  opinL^ns  upon  some  of 
the  most  prouiineiit  questions  of  national  policy. 

This  great  distinction,  conferred  by  a  numerous,  intelli- 
gent and  patriotic  body,  representing  millions  of  my 
countrymen,  sinks  deep  into  my  heart ;  and  remembering 
the  very  eminent  names  which  were  before  the  Convt  n- 
tion  in  amicable  competition  with  my  own,  I  am  made  to 
feel,  oppr.?ssively,  the  weight  of  responsibility  belonging 
to  my  new  position.  Not  having  written  a  word  to  pro- 
cure this  distinction,  1  lost  not  a  moment  after  it  had 
been  conferral  in  addressing  a  letter  to  one  of  your  mem- 
bers, to  signify  what  would  be,  at  tlie  proper  time,  the 
sulislanceof  my  reply  to  the  Convention  :  and  I  now  have 
ihe  honor  to  repeat  in  a  more  formal  manner,  as  the  occa- 
sion justly  demands,  tint  I  accept  the  nomination  wiih  ihe 
resolutions  annexeil.  The  political  principles  and  meas- 
ures laid  down  in  those  resolutions  are  so  liroad  that  but 
little  is  left  for  me  to  add.  I  therefore  barely  suggest  in 
this  place,  that  should  I,  by  the  partiality  of  my  country- 
men, be  elevated  to  the  Chief  Magistracy  of  the  Union.  I 
shall  be  ready,  in  my  connection  with  Congress,  to  re- 
ocimmend  or  approve  of  measures  in  regard  to  the  man- 
agement of  the  public  domain,  so  as  to  secure  an  early 
settlement  of  the  same,  favorable  lo  actual  settlt-rs,  but 
consistent,  nevertheless,  with  a  due  regard  to  the  equal 
rights  of  the  whole  American  people  in  that  vast  national 
inheritance;  and  also  to  recommend  or  approve  of  a  sin- 
gle alteration  in  our  naturalization  laws,  suggested  by  my 
military  experience,  viz  :  Giving  to  all  foreigners  the 
right  of  citizenship,  who  shall  faithfully  serve,  in  time  of 
war,  "ne  year  on  boarii  of  our  public  ships,  or  in  our 
land  forces,  regular  or  volunteer,  on  their  recei^?ing  an 
hiiorable  discharge  from  the  service.  In  regard  lo  the 
general  policy  of  the  administration,  if  elected,  I  should, 
of  cnur-e,  look  among  those  wno  may  approve  that  poli- 
cy for  the  agents  to  carry  it  into  execution  ;  and  I  should 
seek  to  culiivate  harmony  and  fraternal  sentiments 
throughout  the  Whig  party,  without  attempting  to  re- 
duce Its  members,  by  proscription,  to  exact  uniformity  to 
mv  own  views. 

But  I  should  at  the  same  time  be  rigorous  in  regard  to 
qualific;ations  for  oflice,  retaining  and  ai>pointing  no  one 
eiiher  deficient  in  capaci  y  or  integrity,  or  in  devotion  to 
libeity,  to  the  Oonstiiution  and  the  Union.  Convinced 
that  harmony  or  good  will  between  the  different  quarters 
of  our  broad  country  is  essential  lo  the  present  and  the 
luture  interests  of  the  Republic,  and  wiih  a  ilcvoiion  to 
those  interests  that  c:in  know  no  South  and  no  North,  I 
should  neither  countenance  nor  tolerate  any  sedition,  dis- 
order, faction  or  resistance  to  the  law  or  tile  Union  on 
any  pretext,  in  any  pan  of  the  lanii,  and  I  should  carry 
into  t  he  civil  administration  this  one  principle  of  military 
conduct— obedience  to  the  legislaiive  and  judicial  de- 
partments of  government,  ea  ;h  in  its  constitutional 
sphere,  saving  only  in  respect  to  ihe  Legislature,  the  pos- 
sible resort  lo  the  veto  power,  always  to  be  most  cau- 
tiously exercised,  and  under  Ihe  strictest  restraints  and 
necessiiies. 

Finally,  for  my  strict  adherence  to  the  principles  of  the 
Whig  party,  as  expresseil  in  the  resolutions  of  the  Con- 
vention, and  herein  suggested,  with  a  sincere  ami  earnest 
purpose  to  advance  ti.e  greatness  and  happ  ness  of  the 
Republic,  and  ihus  to  cherish  and  encourage  the  cause  of 
constituiional  liberty  ihroughout  the  worhi,  avoiding 
every  act  and  thought  that  might  involve  our  couiitry  in 
an  unjust  or  unnecessary  war,  or  impair  the  faith  of 
treaties,  and  discouiiteoancing  all  p  .liiical  agitations  in- 
jurious to  the  inierests  of  society  and  dangerous  to  the 
Union,  I  can  offer  no  other  pleilge  or  gu  irantee  than  ilie 
known  incidents  of  a  long  p  iblic  life,  now  undergoing  the 
severest  examination  Feeliui,'  myself  highly  fortunate 
in  my  associate  on  the  licket.  and  with  a  lively  sense  of 
my  obligations  lo  the  Convention,  and  to  your  personal 
courtesies,  I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  sir.  with  great 
esteem,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

'  WIXFIELD  SCOTT. 

To  IIox.  J.  O.  Chapman,  President  of  the  Whig  Na- 
Uonal  Canvention. 
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DEMOCRA.TIC  CONVENTION— 1852. 
This  Convention  assembled  at  Baltimore  on 
the  1st  of  June,  John  W.  Davis,  of  Indiana, 
presided,  and  the  two-thirds  rule  was  adopted. 
Gen.  Franklin  Pierce,  of  New  Hampshire,  was 
nominated  for  President  on  the  49th  ballot,  as 
follows : 


Ballots,  i 

2 

'til 

s 
o 

V 

e 
o 
w 

s 
o 

& 
o 

c 

I/: 

s 

8 

y 

M 

Q 

B 

n 

H 

a 

t-^ 

£ 

E 

1. 

116 

93 

20 

27 

e 

8 

3 

13 



2. 

113 

95 

23 

27 

1 

6 

3 

13 

— 

3. 

119 

94 

21 

26 

1 

7 

3 

13 

— 

4. 

115 

89 

81 

25 

1 

7 

8 

13 



5. 

lU 

88 

84 

26 

1 

8 

3 

13 

— 

6. 

114 

88 

34 

26 

1 

8 

8 

13 



7. 

113 

b8 

34 

20 

1 

9 

3 

13 

— 

8. 

113 

88 

34 

26 

1 

9 

3 

13 



9. 

112 

87 

39 

27 

1 

8 

— 

13 

— 

10. 

111 

86 

40 

27 

1 

8 

— 

14 

— 

11. 

101 

87 

50 

27 

1 

8 

— 

13 



12. 

98 

88 

51 

27 

1 

9 

— 

13 

— 

13. 

98 

88 

51 

26 

1 

10 

— 

13 



14. 

99 

87 

51 

26 

1 

10 

— 

13 

— 

15. 

99 

67 

51 

26 

1 

10 

— 

13 



16. 

99 

87 

51 

26 

1 

10 

— 

13 

— 

IT. 

99 

87 

50 

26 

1 

11 



13 



18. 

96 

85 

56 

25 

1 

11 

— 

13 



19. 

S9 

85 

63 

26 

1 

10 

— 

13 

— 

20. 

81 

92 

64 

26 

1 

10 

— 

13 



21. 

60 

lu2 

64 

26 

13 

9 

— 

13 

— 

22. 

53 

104 

77 

26 

15 

9 

— 

13 



23. 

37 

103 

78 

26 

19 

11 

— 

13 



24. 

33 

103 

SO 

26 

23 

9 

— 

13 

^^ 

25. 

34 

101 

81 

26 

24 

9 

— 

13 



26. 

83 

101 

80 

26 

24 

10 

— 

13 

— 

2T. 

32 

98 

85 

26 

24 

9 

— 

13 



28. 

11 

96 

88 

26 

25 

11 

— 

13 

— 

29. 

27 

93 

91 

26 

25 

12 

— 

13 



30. 

33 

91 

92 

26 

20 

12 

— 

13 

— 

81. 

64 

79 

92 

26 

16 

10 







82. 

9S 

74 

SO 

26 

1 

8 

— 

— 



83. 

123 

72 

60 

25 

2 

6 

— 

— 

— 

34. 

130 

49 

53 

23 

5 

— 



16 



85. 

131 

89 

52 

44 

5 

— 

— 

15 

86. 

122 

28 

43 

58 

5 

— 

— 

SO 

87. 

12.> 

28 

37 

70 

5 

— 

— 

29 

38. 

107 

28 

33 

84 

5 

— 

— 

29 

89. 

106 

2S 

33 

85 

5 

— 

— 

29 

40. 

106 

27 

33 

85 

5 





29 

41. 

l(i7 

27 

33 

85 

5 

— 

— 

29 

42. 

lul 

27 

33 

91 

5 

— 

— 

'iit 

43. 

101 

27 

83 

91 

5 

— 

— 

29 

44. 

101 

27 

33 

91 

5 

— 

— 

29 

^. 

96 

27 

82 

97 

5 

— 

— 

29 

46. 

78 

28 

82 

97 

5 

— 

— 

44 

47. 

75 

28 

83 

95 

5 

— 

— 

49 

48. 

73 

23 

83 

90 

6 

— 

— 

55 

49. 

2 

— 

2 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2S2 

The  first  vote  for  Vice-President  was  as  fol- 
lows : 

Wm.  R.  King,  of  Ala. . .  126  '  Wra.  0.  Butler,  of  Ky. . .  27 

O.  J.  I'illow,  of  Term. . .     2.=)  j  Robt.  Strange,  of  N.  C. . .  23 

I).  K.  .\tchison,  of  Mo. .     25    S.  V.   Downs,  of  La.. . .  30 

T.  J.  Rusk,  of  Texas,..     12    J.   B.  Weller,  of  Cal....  28 

Jeff.  Davis,  of  Miss 2  1  Howell  Cobb,  of  Ua. . . .  2 

Wm.  R.  King,  of  Alabama,  was  unanimously 
nominated  on  the  second  ballot. 

THE  PLATFOUXI. 

The  Platform  was  made  up  of  resolves.  Here 
follow  1,  2,  and  3,  of  that  of  1848,  with  1,  2,  3, 
and  4  of  that  of  1840,  (see  them  heretofore),  to 
which  were  added  the  following  : 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  duty  of  every  branch  of  the 
Governnii'iit  to  enforce  and  (iractice  tlie  most  rigid 
economy  in  conducling  our  public  affairs,  and  tliat  no 
more  revenue  ouglit  to  be  raised  ttian  is  required  to 
defray  llie  necessary  expenses  of  the  Government,  and 
for  the  gradual  but  certain  extinction  of  the  public  debt. 

Renolved,  That  Congress  lias  no  power  to  charter  a 
National  Bank  ;  tliat  we  believe  such  an  institution  one 
of  deadly  hostility  to  the  best  interests  of  the  country, 
dangeroui  to  our  republican  institutions  and  the  liberties 


of  the  people,  and  calculated  to  place  the  business  of  thj 
country  within  the  control  of  a  concentrated  money 
power,  and  that  above  the  laws  and  the  will  of  the  people; 
and  that  the  results  of  J)emocraiic  legislation,  in  this  and 
all  other  financial  measures,  upon  which  issues  have  been 
made  between  the  two  political  parties  of  the  counti-y  have 
demonstrated  to  candid  and  practical  men  of  all,  parlies, 
their  soundnes-i,  safely,  and  utility,  in  all  business  pursuits. 

liesolved.  That  the  separation  of  the  moneys  of  the 
Government  from  Banking  Institutions,  is  indispensable 
for  the  safety  of  the  funds  of  the  Government,  and  the 
rights  of  the  people. 

Resolved,  That  the  liberal  principles  embodied  by 
Jefferson  in  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  and  sanc- 
tioned in  the  Constitution,  which  makes  ours  the  land  of 
liberty,  and  the  a.sylum  6f  the  oppressed  of  every  nation, 
have  ever  been  cardinal  principles  in  the  Democratic 
faith  ;  and  every  atteuipt  to  abridge  the  privilege  of  be- 
coming citizens  and  the  owners  of  soil  among  us,  ought 
to  be  resisted  with  the  same  spirit  which  swept  the  alien 
and  sedition  laws  from  our  statute  book. 

Resolved,  That  Congress  has  no  power  under  the  Con- 
stitution to  interfere  with,  or  control  the  domestic  insti- 
tutions of  the  several  States,  and  that  such  States  are  the 
sole  and  proper  judges  of  everything  appertaining  to 
their  own  affairs,  and  prohibited  by  the  Constitution  ; 
that  all  efforts  of  the  Abolitionists  or  others,  made  to 
induce  Congress  to  interfere  with  questions  of  Slaverj', 
or  to  take  incipient  steps  in  relation  thereto,  are  calcu- 
lated to  lead  to  the  most  alarming  and  dangerous  conse- 
quences ;  and  that  all  such  efforts  have  an  inevitable 
tendency  to  diminish  the  ha])piness  of  the  people,  and 
endanger  the  stability  and  peruianency  of  the  Union,  and 
ought  not  to  be  countenanced  by  any  friend  of  our  politi- 
cal institutions. 

Resolved,  That  the  foregoing  proposition  covers,  and  is 
intended  to  embrace,  the  whole  subject  of  Slavery  agita- 
tion in  Congress  ;  and  therefore,  the  Democratic  party  of 
the  Union,  standing  on  this  National  Platform,  will  abide 
by,  and  adhere  to,  a  faithful  execution  of  the  acts  known 
as  the  Compromise  measures  settled  by  the  last  Congress 
— the  act  for  reclaiming  fugitives  from  service  or  labor 
included  ;  which  act,  being  designed  to  carry  out  au 
express  provision  of  the  Constitution,  cannot  with  lidelity 
thereto  be  repealed,  nor  so  changed  as  to  destroy  or  im- 
pair its  efficiency. 

Resolved,  That  the  Democratic  party  will  resist  all 
attempts  at  renewing  in  Congress,  or  out  of  it,  the  agita- 
tion of  the  Slavery  question,  under  whatever  shape  or 
color  the  attempt  may  be  made. 

[Here  follow  the  Resolutions  of  1848,  again.st 
the  distribution  of  the  proceeds  of  the  Public 
Land  Sales,  and  against  the  abridgment  of  the 
veto  power  of  the  President.] 

Resolved,  That  the  Democratic  party  will  faithfully 
al>ide  by  and  uphold  the  principles  laid  down  in  the 
KentUL-ky  and  Virginia  Resolutions  of  1792  and  179S,  and 
in  the  report  of  Mr.  Madison  to  the  Virginia  Legislature 
in  17ci9  ;  that  it  adopts  those  principles  as  constituting 
one  of  the  main  foundations  of  its  political  creed,  and  is 
resolved  to  carry  them  out  in  their  obvious  meaning  and 
import. 

Resolved,  That  the  war  with  Mexico,  upon  all  the 
principles  of  patriotism  and  the  law  of  nations,  was  a 
just  and  neoes.-ary  war  on  our  part,  in  which  no  Ameri- 
can citizen  should  have  shown  himself  opposed  to  his 
country,  and  neither  morally  nor  physically,  by  word  or 
deed,  given  aiii  and  comfort  to  the  enemy. 

Resolved,  That  we  rejoice  at  the  restoration  of  friendlj- 
relations  with  our  sister  Republic  of  Mexico,  and  earnest 
ly  desire  for  her  all  the  blessings  and  prosperity  whici 
we  enjoy  under  Republican  Institutions,  and  we  con- 
gratulate the  American  people  on  tlie  results  of  that  war 
which  have  so  manifestly  justified  the  policy  and  conduct 
of  the  Democratic  party,  and  insured  to  the  United  States 
indemnity  for  the  past,  and  security  for  the  future. 

Resolved,  That,  in  view  of  the  condition  of  popular 
institutions  in  the  old  world,  a  high  and  sacred  duty  is 
devolved  with  increased  responsibility  upon  the  Demo- 
cracy of  this  country,  as  the  party  of  the  people,  to  up- 
hold and  maintain  the  rights  of  every  State,  and  thereby 
the  Union  of  States,  and  to  sustain  and  advance  among 
them  constitutional  li))erty,  by  continuing  to  resist  all 
monopolies  and  exclusive  legislation  lor  the  benefit  of  the 
few  at  the  expense  of  the  many,  and  by  a  vigilant  and 
constant  adherence  to  those  principles  an<l  compromises 
of  the  CONSTITUTION,  which  are  broad  enough  and 
strong  enough  to  embrace  and  uphold  the  Union  as  it  is, 
and  the  Union  as  it  should  be,  in  the  full  expansion  of 
the  energies  and  capacity  of  this  great  and  progressive 
people. 


XATION'AL   CO.VVEN'TIONS   AND   PLATFORMS. 
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FREE  DEMOCRATIC  CON'VEN'TIOX— 1852. 

The    Free-Soil    Democracy  held   a   N^uional  I  JoguUlon  of  the  truih  iiuiisiavcry'usecii'oVaiaMd  Kre^" 
Coiiveiltiotl  at  rittsburs^ll,  on   the  11th  August,     tlom  national  ;  by  tl.c    total  siparalion  of  the  General 


10.  That  ni  permanent    settlement    of   the  Slavery 
question   can   he   loukcil    for   exce|it   in  the  praclioal  re- 


185"J,  Heiirv  Wil.-ioii,  of  Mass.,  presidiii;,'.  All 
the  Free  .Stutes  were  reprtscnted,  togetlier  with 
Dehiwarc,  Virj^iiiia,  Koiiiucky  and  .Maryliind. 
John  P  lijle,  of  N.  II.,  was  nominated  for  Pit  .si- 
dent,  with  Geo.  W.  Julian,  of  Iiuiianii,  for  Viei- 
Pri'sident.  The  Convoiuion  adopted  the  fol- 
lowing : 

rLATKOKM  : 

Having  assembled  in  National  Convention  as  the  De- 
mocracy of  the  L'uiteil  States,  united  by  u  common 
resolve  to  maintain  ri>:ht  ajrainst  wrorij;,  ami  Ki  eedom 
atrain^t  Slavery  ;  confiding  in  the  intelligence,  patriot- 
ism, and  discriminating  justice  of  tlie  .\nierican  people, 
putting  our  trust  in  Uod  for  the  triumph  of  our  cause, 
and  invoking  his  guidance  in  our  endeavors  to  advance 
It,  we  now  submit  to  the  candid  judgment  of  all  men 
the  following  declaration  of  principles  and  measures: 

1.  That  governments,  deriving  their  just  powers  from 
the  consent  of  the  governed,  are  instituted  among  men 
to  Becure  to  all  those  inalienable  rights  of  life,  liberty, 
and  the  pursuit  of  happiness  with  which  they  are 
endowed  by  their  Creator,  and  of  which  none  can  be 
deprived  by  valid  legislation,  except  for  crime. 

2.  That  the  true  mbssion  of  American  Democracy  is  to 
maintain  the  Liberties  of  the  People,  the  Sovereignty  of 
the  States,  and  the  perpetuity  of  the  I'nion,  by  the  im- 
partial application  to  j)uhlic  alTairs,  witliout  "sectional 
discriminations  of  the  fundamental  principles  of  hu- 
laan  rights,  strict  Justice  and  an  economical  administra- 
tion. 

8.  That  the  Federal  Government  is  one  of  limited 
powers,  derived  solely  from  the  Constitution,  and  the 
grants  of  power  therein  ought  to  be  strictly  construed  by 
all  the  departments  and  agt-nls  »{  the  GoVernmeni,  and 
it  is  ine.vpedient  and  dangerous  to  exercise  doubtful  con- 
stitutional powers. 

4.  That  the  Constitution  of  the  fnited  States,  ordained 
to  form  a  more  perfect  I'nion,  to  establish  Justice  and 
secure  the  blessings  of  Liberty,  expressly  denies  to  the 
General  Government  all  power  to  deprive  any  person  of 
life,  l.berty  or  property  without  due  process  of  law  ;  and, 
therefore,  the  Government  having  no  more  power  to 
mal^e  a  slave  than  to  make  a  king,  and  no  more  power 
to  establish  Slavery  than  to  establish  a  Monarchy, 
should  at  once  proceed  to  relieve  itself  from  all  respon- 
sibility for  the  existence  of  Slavery,  wherever  it  possesses 
constitutional  power  to  legislate  for  its  extinction. 

5.  That,  to  the  persevering  and  importunate  demands 
of  the  Slave  power  for  more  Slave  States,  new  Slave 
Territories  and  the  nationalization  of  Slavery,  our  dis- 
tinct and  final  answer  is— no  more  Slave  States,  no 
Slave  Territory,  no  nationalized  Slavery,  and  no  national 
Legislation  for  the  extradition  of  tlaves. 

6.  That  Slavery  is  a  sin  against  God,  and  a  crime 
against  man,  which  no  human  enactment  nor  usage  can 
make  right ;  and  that  Christianity,  humanity,  and  patriot- 
ism alike  demand  its  abolition. 

7.  That  the  Fugitive  Slave  Act  of  1S50,  is  repugnant 
to  the  Constitution,  to  the  principles  of  the  common  law, 
to  the  spirit  of  Christianity,  and  to  the  sentiments  of 
the  civilized  world.  We  therefore  deny  its  binding  force 
upon  the  American  people,  and  demand  its  immeJiate 
and  total  repeal. 

8.  That  the  doctrine  that  any  human  law  is  a  finality, 
and  not  subject  to  roodiOcation  or  repeal,  is  not  in 
accordance  with  the  creed  of  the  founders  of  our  Govern- 
ment, and  is  dangerous  to  the  liberties  of  the  people. 

9.  That  the  Acts  of  Congress,  known  as  the  Compro- 
mise Measures  of  1S50,  by  making  the  admission  of  a 
sovereign  State  contingent  upon  the  adoption  of  other 
measures  demanded  by  the  special  interest  of  Slavery  ; 
by  their  omission  to  guarantee  freedom  in  the  free  Terri- 
tories; by  their  attempt  to  impose  unconstitutional 
limitations  on  the  power  of  Congress  and  the  people— to 
admit  new  States  ;  by  their  provisions  for  the  assump- 
tion of  five  millions  of  the  State  debt  of  Texas,  and  for 
the  payment  of  five  millions  more,  and  the  cession  of  a 
large  territory  to  the  same  State  under  menace,  as  an 
iwducement  to  the  relinquishment  of  a  groundle.-s  claim, 
and  by  their  invasion  of  the  sovereignty  of  the  States 
and  the  liberties  of  the  people  through  the  enactment 
of  an  unjust,  oppressive,  and  unconstitutional  Fugitive 
Slave  Law,  are  proved  to  be  inconsistent  with  all  the 
principles  and  maxims  of  Democracv.  and  whollv  in.tde- 
quate  to  the  settlement  of  the  questions  of  which  they 
are  claimed  to  be  an  adjustment. 


Government  from  Slavery,  and  the  exercise  of  its  legill- 
I  mate  and  constitutional  inlluence  on  the  side  of   Free- 
I  doin  ;   and  liy  leaving  to  the  Stales  the  whole  subject  of 
Slavery  and  the  extradition  of  fugitives  from  service. 

11.  That  all  men  have  a  natural  right  to  a  portion  of  the 
soil ;  and  that  as  the  use  of  the  soil  is  indispensable  to 
life,  the  right  of  all  men  to  the  soil  is  as  sacred  as  their 
right  to  life  itself. 

Vi.  Thai  the  I'ublic  Lands  of  the  L'nited  Slates  belong 
to  the  I'eople,  and  should  not  be  sold  lo  individuals  r.or 
granted  to  corpuratioiis,  but  should  be  held  as  a  sacred 
trust  for  the  benetit  of  the  peojile,  and  shoiihl  lie  granted 
in  limited  (|uanlities,  free  of  cost,  to  landless  settlers. 

l-S.  That  a  due  reg.ird  for  the  Federal  Constitution, 
a  sound  administrative  policy,  demand  that  the  funds 
of  the  (Jencral  Government  be  kept  separate  from  Bank- 
ing institutions  ;  thai  inland  and  ocean  postage  should  be 
reiluced  to  the  lowest  possible  point;  that  no  more  revenue 
should  be  raiseil  than  is  required  to  defray  the  strictly 
necessary  expenses  of  the  public  service,  and  lo  pav  off 
the  public  Debt ;  and  that  the  power  and  [latronage  of  ihe 
Government  should  be  diminished,  by  the  abolition  of  all 
unnecessary  ollices,  salaries,  and  privileges,  and  by  the 
election,  by  the  people,  of  all  civil  oQicers  in  the  service 
of  the  United  Stales,  so  far  as  may  be  consistent  with 
the  prompt  and  eflicient  transaction  of  the  public  busi- 
ness. 

14.  That  Uiver  and  Harbor  Improvements,  when  neces- 
sary to  the  safely  and  convenience  of  commerce  with 
foreign  nations,  or  among  the  several  Slates,  are  objects 
of  national  concern ;  and  it  is  the  duty  of  Congress,  in 
the  exercise  of  its  constitutional  powers,  to  provide  for 
the  same. 

15.  That  emigrants  and  exiles  from  the  old  world 
should  lind  a  cordial  welcome  to  homes  of  comfort  and 
fields  of  enterprise  in  Ihe  new;  and  every  attempt  tc 
abridge  their  privilege  of  becoming  citizens  and  owners 
of  the  soil  among  us,  ought  to  be  resisted  with  inflexible 
determination. 

IG.  That  every  nation  has  a  clear  right  to  niter  or 
change  Its  own  government,  and  lo  administer  its  own 
concerns  in  such  manner  as  may  best  secure  the  rights 
and  promote  the  happiness  of  the  people;  and  foreign 
interference  with  that  right  is  a  dangerous  violation  of 
the  law  of  nations,  against  which  all  independent  govern- 
ments should  protest,  and  endeavor  by  all  |>roper  means 
to  prevent;  and  especially  is  it  the  duly  of  the  .Ameri- 
can Government,  representing  the  Chief  Hepublic  of 
Ihe  world,  to  i>rotesl  against,  and  by  all  proper  means 
to  prevent  the  intervention  of  kings  and  emperors  against 
Nations  seeking  to  establish  for  themselves  Uepublicuii 
or  constitutional  governments. 

17.  That  the  independence  of  Hayti  ought  to  be 
recognized  by  our  tiovernment,  and  our  commercial 
relations  with  it  placed  on  the  footing  of  the  most 
favored  nations. 

18.  That  as  by  the  Constitution,  "  the  citizens  of  each 
State  shall  be  entitled  to  all  the  privileges  and  Immuni- 
ties of  citizens  in  the  several  Slates,"  the  practice  of 
imprisoning  colored  seamen  of  other  Slates,  while  the 
vessels  to  which  Ihey  belong  lie  in  port,  and  refusing 
the  exercise  of  the  right  lo  bring  such  cases  before  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  United  Stales,  lo  test  the  legality 
of  such  proceedings,  is  a  flagrant  violation  of  the  Con- 
stitution, and  an  invasion  of  the  rights  of  the  citizens 
of  other  States  utterly  inconsistent  with  the  professions 
made  by  the  slaveholders,  that  they  wish  the  provisions 
of  the  Constitution  faithfully  observed  by  every  Stale 
in  Ihe  Union. 

la.  Thai  we  recommend  Ihe  Introduction  into  all  trea- 
ties hereafter  lo  be  negotiated  between  the  Uniled  Slates 
and  foreign  nations,  of  some  provision  for  the  aiuicable 
settlement  of  difUculties  by  a  resort  to  decisive  arbi- 
trations. 

20.  That  the  Free  Democratic  Party  is  not  organized 
to  aid  either  the  Whig  or  Democratic  wiag  of  the  great 
Slave  CouipromLxe  party  of  the  nation,  but  lo  defeat  them 
both  ;  and  that  repudiating  and  renouncing  both,  as 
hopelessly  corrupt,  and  utterly  unworthy  of  confidence, 
the  purpose  of  the  Free  Democracy  is  to  lake  possession 
of  the  Federal  Government,  and  administer  it  for  the 
better  protection  of  the  rights  and  Interests  of  the  wboU 
people. 

21.  That  we  Inscribe  on  our  banner.  Free  Soil,  Free 
Speech,  Free  Labor  and  Free  .Men,  and  under  It  will 
fight  on  and  fight  ever  until  a  triumphant  victory  shall 
reward  our  exertions. 

22.  That  upon  this  Platform  the  Convention  presents 
to  the  American  people  as  a  candidate  for  the  ollice  of 
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President  of  the  United  States,  John  P.  Hale,  of  New- 
Hampshire,  and  as  a  candidate  for  the  office  of  Vice- 
President  of  the  United  Stales,  Geokge  W.  Julian,  of 
Indiana,  and  earnestly  commend  them  to  the  support 
of  all  Freemen  and  all  parties. 

The  result  of  this  contest  was  an  overwhelm- 
ing triumph  of  the  regular  Democracy  :  Pierce 
and  King  carrying  every  State  except  Massacliu- 
setts,  Vermont,  KentucliV,  and  Tennessee,  whicli 
cast  tlieir  votes  for  Gen.  Scott.  The  Free  Demo- 
cratic vote  in  .several  States  would  have  given 
those  States  to  Scott,  had  it  been  cast  for  him. 


REPUBLICAN  NATIONAL  CONVENTION— 
1856. 

This  Convention  met  at  Philadelphia  on  the 
17th  of  June,  and  chose  Col.  Henry  S.  Lane,  of 
Indiana,  as  presiding  officer.  An  informal  bal- 
lot for  President  resulted  as  follows : 


Slates.  (Q 

Maine, 1.3 

New-Hampshire..  15 

Vermont 15 

Massachusetts 39 

Rhode  Island..    .  12 

Connecticut 18 

New-York 93 

New-Jeisey 7 

Pennsylvania....  10 

Delaware — 

Maryland 4 

Ohio 30 


11 


3 

14 

71 

9 

3 

39 


New- York  also  gave 


Sti.te.S.  £  ?: 

Indiana 18  21 

Illinois 14  19 

Michigan 18  — 

Wisconsin 15  — 

Iowa 12  — 

Minnesota —  3 

Kansas 9  — 

Nebraska —  8 

Kentucky 5  — 

California 12  — 

359  196 

two  votes    for  Sumner 


and  one  for  Seward. 

Col.  John  C.  Fremont  was  thereupon  .unani- 
mously nontinated. 

William  L.  Dayton  was  nominated  for  Vice- 
President,  receiving,  on  the  informal  ballot, 
259  votes  to  43  for  David  Wilniot;  111)  for 
Abraham  Lincoln  ;  7  for  Thomas  Ford;  35  for 
Charles  Sumner;  4  for  Cassius  M.  Clay  ;  15  for 
Jacob  Collamer  ;  2  for  J.  R.  Giddings  ;  2  for 
W.  F.  Johnston  ;  46  for  N.  P.  Banks  ;  1  for  A. 
C.  M.  Pennington  ;  5  for  Henry  Wilson  ;  9  for 
John  A.  King  ;  3  for  Henry  C.  Carey  ;  and  8  for 
Gen.  S.  C.  Pomeroy  of  Kansas.  A  formal  bal- 
lot was  then  taken,  when  Mr.  Dayton  was  nomi- 
nated unanimously. 

The  Convention  adopted  the  following 

PLATFORM  : 

This  Convention  of  Delegates,  assembled  in  pursuance 
of  a  call  aildressed  to  the  people  of  the  United  t^tates, 
without  regard  to  past  i)olilical  differences  or  divisions, 
who  are  opposed  to  the  rei)eal  of  the  Missouri  Conipro- 
niise,  to  tlie  policy  of  the  i)reseiit  Administration,  to  the 
extension  of  Slavery  into  Free  Territory  ;  in  favor  of 
adiniltiiig  Kansas  as  a  Free  State,  of  restoring  the  action 
of  the  Federal  Government  to  the  principles  of  Washing- 
ton and  JetTerson,  and  who  purpose  to  unite  in  present- 
ing candidates  for  the  ofljces  of  President  and  Vice- 
Pi  esident,  do  resolve  as  follows: 

lieisolveci.  That  the  maintenance  of  the  principles  pro- 
mulgated in  the  Declaration  of  Independence  and 
embodied  in  the  Federal  Constitntion  is  essential  to  the 
preservation  of  our  Kepublican  Institutions,  and  that 
the  Federal  Constitut  on,  the  rights  of  the  States,  and 
the  Uni'in  of  the  Slates,  shall  be  preserved. 

Jiesolver/,  That  with  our  republican  fathers  we  liold  it 
to  be  a  self-evident  truth,  that  all  men  are  endowed  with 
tlie  inalienable  rights  to  life,  liljerty,  and  the  pursuit  of 
happiness,  and  that  the  primary  object  and  ulterior  de- 
signs of  our  Federal  Government  were,  to  secure  these 
nghts  to  all  persons  williin  its  exclusive  jurisdiction  ; 
that,  as  our  republican  fathers,  when  they  had  abolished 
Slavery  in  all  oxir  national  territory,  ordained  that  no 


person  should  be  deprived  of  life,  liberty  or  property 
without  due  process  of  law,  it  becomes  our  duty  to  main- 
tain this  provision  of  the  Constitution  against  all  attempts 
to  violate  it  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  Slavery  in 
any  territory  of  the  United  States,  by  positive  legislation, 
prohibiting  its  existence  or  extension  therein.  That  we 
deny  the  authority  of  Congress,  of  a  territoiial  legisla- 
ture, of  any  individual  or  association  of  individuals,  to 
give  legal  existence  to  Slavery  in  any  territory  of  the 
United  States,  while  the  present  Constitution  shall  be 
maintained. 

Resolved,  That  the  Constitution  confers  upon  Congress 
sovereign  power  over  the  territories  of  the  United  States 
for  their  government,  and  that  in  the  exeitiiso  of  this 
power  it  is  both  the  right  and  the  duty  of  Congress  to 
prohibit  in  the  territories  those  twin  relics  of  barbarism 
— Polygamy  and  Slavery. 

lienolved,  That  while  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  was  ordained  and  established  by  the  people  in 
order  to  form  a  more  perfect  Union,  establish  justice, 
insure  domestic  tranquillity,  provide  for  the  common  de- 
fense, and  secure  the  blessings  of  liberty,  and  contains 
ample  provisions  for  the  protection  of  the  life,  liberty 
and  property  of  every  citizen,  the  dearest  constitutional 
rights  of  the  people  of  Kansas  have  been  fraudulently 
and  violently  taken  from  them— their  territory  has  been 
invaded  by  an  armed  force— spuiious  and  pretended 
legislative,  judicial  and  executive  officers  have  been  set 
over  them,  by  whose  usurped  authority,  sustained  by  the 
military  power  of  the  Government,  tyrannical  and  un- 
constitutional laws  have  been  enacted  and  enforced — 
the  rights  of  the  people  to  keep  and  bear  arms  have 
been  infringed — test  oaths  of  an  extraoidinary  and  en- 
tangling nature  have  been  imposed,  as  a  condition  of 
exercising  the  right  of  suffrage  and  holding  olfice— the 
right  of  an  accused  person  to  a  speedy  and  public  trial 
by  an  impartial  jury  has  been  denied— the  right  of  the 
people  to  be  secure  in  their  persons,  houses,  papers  and 
effects  against  unreasonable  searches  and  seizures  has 
been  violated — they  have  been  deprived  of  life,  liberty 
and  property  without  due  process  of  law — that  the  free- 
dom of  speech  and  of  the  press  has  been  abridged — the 
right  to  choose  their  representatives  has  been  made  of 
no  effect— murders,  robberies  and  arsons  have  been  insti- 
gated and  encouraged,  and  the  offenders  have  been 
allowed  to  go  unpunished — that  all  these  things  have 
been  done  with  the  knowledge,  sanction  and  procure- 
ment of  the  present  Administration,  and  that  for  this 
high  crime  against  the  Constitution,  the  Union  and  Hu- 
manity, we  arraign  the  Administration,  the  President,  his 
advisers,  agents,  supporters,  apologists  and  accessories, 
either  before  or  after  the  facts,  before  the  country  and 
before  the  world,  and  that  it  is  our  fixed  purpose  to 
bring  the  actual  perpetrators  of  these  atrocious  outrages, 
and  their  accomplices,  to  a  sure  and  condign  punishment, 
hereafter. 

Jiesolved,  That  Kansas  should  be  immediately  admit- 
ted as  a  State  of  the  Union,  with  her  present  free  Consti- 
tution, as  at  once  the  most  effectual  way  of  securing  to 
her  citizens  the  enjoyment  of  the  rights  and  privileges  to 
which  they  are  entitled ;  and  of  ending  the  civil  strife 
now  raging  in  her  territory. 

liesolved.  That  the  higliwayman's  plea,  that  "might 
makes  right,"  embodied  in  the  Ostend  Circular,  was  in 
every  respect  unworthy  of  American  diplomacy,  and 
would  bring  shame  and  dishonor  upon  any  government 
or  people  that  gave  it  their  sanction. 

Ueaolted,  That  a  railroad  to  the  Pacific  Ocean,  by  the 
most  central  and  practicable  route,  is  imperatively  de- 
manded by  the  interests  of  the  whole  country,  and  that 
the  Federal  Government  ought  to  render  immediate  and 
efficient  aid  in  its  construction;  and,  as  an  auxiliary 
thereto,  the  immediate  construction  of  an  emigrant  route 
on  the  line  of  the  railroad. 

liexolveil.  That  ai)propriation3  by  Congress  for  the 
improvement  of  rivers  and  harbors,  of  a  national  charac- 
ter, re()uired  for  the  accommodation  and  security  of  our 
existing  connnerce,  are  authorized  by  the  Constitution, 
and  justified  by  the  obligation  of  government  to  protect 
the  lives  and  properly  of  its  citizens. 

This  contest  resulted  in  the  election  of  the 
Democratic  nominees,  Buchanan  and  Breckin- 
ridge, who  received  the  electoral  votes  of 

New-Jersey,  7;  Pennsylvania,  27;  Delaware,  3;  Vir- 


nia,  4. — 174. 
5 


For  Fremont  and  Dayton:  Maine,  8;  New-Hampshire, 
;  Vei-mont,  5;    Massachusetts,  13;    Khode   Island,  4; 
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Connecticut,  6;  New-York,  85;    Ohio,  23;  Michigan,  6; 
Iowa,  4;  Wisconsin,  5-114. 

iillmore  aud  UoneUon,  Maryland,  8. 


AMERICAN'    NATIONAL   CONVENTION— 

1851".. 

Tlie  Amerioim  Natioiiiil  Council  met  in  Phila- 
d^'lpliiii  Ft'bniiiry  10,  1856.  All  tlie  States  ex- 
cept tour  01-  live  were  rcpreseiueti.  E.  B. 
Bunlett,  of  Kv.,  IVcsiiient  of  the  National  Coun- 
cil |)rf:iid.Mi,  ami,  after  a  ratlier  stormy  session 
of  three  day.*,  devoted  mainly  to  the  discus-sion 
of  a  Party  Platform,  the  following,  on  the  21st, 
was  adopted  : 

AUKRICAN    PLATFORM. 


1.  An  liuTiiMe  acknowledgment  to  the  Supreme  Reing, 
for  his  iirouctiiij:  care  vouchsafed  to  our  fatliers  in  their 
successful  Itevulutioniiry  struggle,  and  hitherto  mani- 
fested to  us,  their  descendants,  in  the  preservation  of 
the  l.berties,  the  independence,  and  the  union  of  these 
Jitatos. 

2.  The  perpetuation  of  the  Federal  Union  and  Consti- 
tution, as  the  palladium  of  our  civil  and  religious  liber- 
ties, and  the  only  sure  bulwarks  of  American  Indepen- 
dence. 

8.  AnterU-atiJt  tnunt  rule  America  :  and  to  this  end 
H(i//r^-born  citizens  should  be  selected  for  all  State, 
Federal  and  municipal  oflices  of  government  employ- 
ment, in  preference  to  all  others.     XerertheUnit, 

4.  Persons  born  of  American  parents  residing  tempo- 
rarily abroad,  should  be  entitled  to  all  the  rights  of 
native-born  citizens. 

5.  No  person  should  be  selected  for  political  station 
(whelhe.-  of  native  or  foreign  birth >,  who  recognizes  any 
allegiance  or  uMigation  of  any  description  to  any  foreign 
prince,  potentate  or  powe  ■,  or  who  refuses  to  recognize 
the  Federal  and  S^tate  Constitutions  (each  within  its 
sphere  I  as  paramount  to  all  other  laws,  as  rules  of  polit- 
ical action. 

6.  The  unqualified  recognition  and  maintenance  of  the 
reserved  rights  of  the  sevt-.al  States,  and  the  cultivation 
of  harmony  and  fraternal  good  will  between  the  citizens 
of  the  several  States,  and  to  this  end,  non-interference 
by  Congress  with  questions  appertaining  solely  to  the 
iti<Iividual  States,  and  non-intervention  by  each  Stale 
with  the  affairs  of  any  other  Stale. 

7.  The  recognition  of  the  right  of  native-born  and 
naturalized  citizens  of  the  L'nited  Slates,  permanently 
residing  m  any  territory  thereof,  to  frame  their  constitu- 
tion and  laws,  and  lo  regulate  their  domestic  and  social 
atTairs  in  their  own  mode,  suhjecl  only  to  the  provisions 
of  the  Federal  Constitution,  with  the  privilege  of  admis- 
sion into  the  Union  whenever  they  have  the  re(iuisite 
population  for  one  Kepresenlalive  in  Congress  :  I'ro- 
vi'ltd,  iilimj/n,  that  none  but  those  who  aie  ci  izens  of 
the  United  Stales,  under  the  Constitution  and  laws 
thereof,  and  who  have  a  fixed  residence  in  any  such 
Territory,  ought  to  participate  in  the  f  jrraalion  of  the 
Conslilution,  or  in  the  enactment  of  laws  for  said  Terri- 
tory or  Stale. 

8.  An  enforcement  of  the  piinciples  that  no  State  or 
Territory  ought  to  admit  othens  than  citizens  lo  the  right 
of  suffrage,  or  of  holding  polit.cal  offices  of  the  United 
States. 

9.  A  change  in  the  laws  of  natural'zation,  making  a  I  George  l.aw,  N.  Y 

continued  re>idcnce  of  twenty-one  years,  of  all  not  here-    (iarrelt  Davis,  Ky 

lofore  provideil  for,  an  indispen^able  requsile  for  citizen-  \  John  McLean,  oiiio... 
ship  hereafter,  and  excluding  all  paupers,  and  persons  |  n.  y  fitockton,  N.  J.... 
convicted  of  crime,  from  landing  upon  our  shoi es  ;  but  j  Sjjm.  Uouston,  Texas.. 
DO  interference  with  the  vested  rights  of  foreigners. 

10.  Opposition  to  any  union  l>etween  Church  and 
Stale;  no  interferem-e  with  religious  faith  or  worship, 
and  no  lest  oaths  for  oflTice. 

11.  Free  and  thorough  investigation  into  any  and  all 
alleged  abuses  of  public  functionaries,  and  a  strict  econ- 
omy in  public  expend. tures. 

12  The  maintenance  and  enforcement  of  all  laws  con- 
stitutionally enacted  until  said  laws  shall  be  repealed, 
or  shall  be  declared  null  aud  void  by  competent  judicial 
authority. 

13.  Opposition  to  the  reckless  and  unwbe  policy  of  the 
present  .Vdminist-atlon  in  the  general  management  of 
our  national  affairs,  and  more  especially  as  shown  in  re- 
moving "  .\me: leans  "  i.hy  designationt  and  Conserva- 
tl.-es  in  principle,  from  office,  and  placing  foregners  and 
t'Uraistd  in  their  places  ;  as  shown  in  a  truckling  subser- 


viency to  the  stronger,  and  an  insolent  and  cowardly 
bravado  toward  the  weaker  [lOwers  ;  as  shown  In  re- 
opening sectional  agitation,  by  the  repeal  of  the  Missouri 
Compromise ;  as  shown  in  granting  to  unnaturalized  for- 
eigners the  right  of  suffrage  in  Kansas  and  Nebraska;  as 
shown  in  its  vacillating  course  on  the  Kansas  and  Ne- 
braska question  ;  as  shown  in  the  corruptions  which  jier- 
vade  some  of  the  Departments  of  the  tiovernment  ;  as 
shown  in  disgracing  meritorious  naval  officers  throiigh 
prejudice  or  caprice  :  and  as  shown  in  the  blundering 
mismanagement  of  our  foreign  relations. 

14.  Therefore,  to  remedy  existing  evils,  and  prevent 
the  disastrous  consequences  otherwise  resulting  there- 
from, we  would  build  up  the  "  Aiuerican  Parly  "  upon 
the  principles  herein  before  stated. 

15.  That  each  Stale  Council  shall  have  authority  to 
amend  their  several  constitutions,  so  as  to  abolish  th-^ 
several  degrees  and  substitute  a  pledge  of  honor,  instead 
of  other  obligations,  for  fellowship  and  admission  into 
the  party. 

16.  A  free  and  open  discussion  of  all  political  princi- 
ples embraced  in  our  Platform. 

On  the  following  day  (Feb.  22,)  the  American 
National  Nominating  Convention,  composed 
mo.stly  of  the  same  gentlemen  who  had  deliher- 
ati'd  as  the  National  Council,  organized  at  Phila- 
delphia, with  227  delegates  in  attendance, 
Maine,  Vermont,  Ooorgia,  and  South  Carolina, 
being  the  only  States  not  represented.  Ephraiin 
Marsh,  of  New-Jersey,  was  chosen  to  preside, 
and  the  Convention  remained  in  session  till  the 
25th,  and,  after  disposing  of  several  cases  of 
contested  seats,  di.'=cussed  at  considerable  length, 
and  with  great  warmth,  the  question  of  tho 
power  of  the  National  Council  to  establish  a 
Platform  for  the  Convention,  which  should  be 
of  binding  force  upon  that  body.  Finally,  Mr. 
Killinger,  of  Pennsylvania,  proposed  the  fol- 
lowin<r : 


Hetolrfd,  That  the  National  Council  has  no  authority 
to  prescribe  a  Platform  of  principles  for  this  Nominating 
Convention,  and  that  we  will  nominate  for  Presiilenl  and 
Vice-President  no  man  who  is  not  in  favor  of  interdict- 
ing the  introduction  of  Slavery  into  Territory  north  36' 
30'  by  congressional  action. 

A  motion  to  lay  this  resolution  on  the  table 
was  adopted,  141  to  59.  A  motion  was  then 
made  to  proceed  to  the  nomination  of  a  candi- 
date for  President,  which  was  carried,  151  to 
51,  the  Anti-Slavery  delegates,  or  North  Ameri- 
cans, as  they  v.ere  called,  voting  in  the  nega- 
tive, and  desiring  to  postpone  the  nomination. 
But  being  beaten  at  all  point.*,  they  (to  the  num- 
ber of  about  50)  either  withdrew  or  refused  to 
take  any  further  part  in  the  proceedings  of  the 
Convention,  and  many  of  them  .subsequently 
supported  Col.  Fremont  for  President. 

An  informal  iiallot  was  then  taken  for  Presi- 
dent, which  resulted  as  follows  : 


M.  Fillmore,  of  N.  Y. 


71 
27 
18 

T 

4 

8 
6 


John  Rell,  Tennes.«eo. ..  5 
Kenneth  Kayiior.  N.  C.  2 

Kraslus  lirooks,  N'.  Y 2 

Lewis  D.  Campliell,  Ohio.  1 
John  .M.  Clayton,  Del....   1 


A  formal  ballot  was  then  taken,  when  Mr. 
Fillmore  was  nominated  as  follows  : 

Fillmore,  179  ;  Law,  24  ;  Raynor,  14 ;  McLean,  18 ; 
Davis,  10;  Houston,  3. 

Necessary  to  a  choice,  122. 

Millard  Fillmore  was  then  declared  to  bo  the 
nominee. 

A  ballot  was  then  taken  for  Vice-President, 

and  Andrew  Jackson  Donelson,  of  Tennessee, 

was  nominated  as  follows: 

A.  J.  Donelson,  Ten.,  ISl;  Percy  Walker,  Ala.,  8 
Henry  J.  Gardner,  Mass.,  8;  Kenneth  Kaynor,  N.  C,  8 

Mr.  Donelson  was  then  declared  to  be  unaui. 
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mously   nominated,  and 
journed. 


the   Convention    ad- 


DEMOCRATIC  NATIONAL  COXYEXTIOX— 

1856. 

This  Convention  met  at  Cincinnati  on  the  2d 
of  June,  and  chose  John  E.  Ward,  of  Georgia, 
to  preside,  and  nominated  James  Buchanan  on 
the  17th  ballot,  as  follows  : 


Ballots 

.    Buchanan. 

Pierce. 

Douglas.           Cass. 

1. 

135 

1-22 

83                    5 

2. 

139 

119} 

8}                   6 

8. 

139} 

119 

82                    5} 

4. 

141} 

119 

80                    5^ 

5. 

140 

119} 

31                     5V 

6. 

1.^5 

117} 

23                    6} 

7. 

1*3} 

89 

63                     f^i 

8. 

147} 

87 

56                   5} 

9. 

146 

87 

56                    7 

10. 

1511} 

S'i 

59}                   P} 

11. 

147} 

SO 

68                     5} 

12. 

14S 

79 

63}                   6} 

la 

1.50 

77} 

68                     5} 

14. 

152} 

75 

68                     5} 

15. 

168} 

3} 

118}                    4^ 

Ifi. 

16S 

— 

121                     6 

17. 

296 

— 

Mr 

.    Buchanan   having 

been    unanimously 

nomii 

ated  for  President, 

the 

Convention  pro- 

ceede 

d  to  ballot  for 

a  candidate  for  Vice-Preai- 

dent. 

the  first  ballot 

result 

mg 

as  follows : 

J.  A.  Quitman,  Miss  , 
Linn   Boyd,   Ky...... 

A.  V.  lirown,  Tenn.,. 
J.  A.  Bnyard,   Del.,.. 


59 
33 
29 
31 


J.  C.  BrecKinridpe,  Ky.,.  55 

B.  Fitzpatrick,  Ala., 11 

H.  V.  Johnson,   Ga., 31 

Tnisten  Polk,  Mo., 5 

J.  C.  Dobbin,  N.  C, 13 


T.  J.  Rusk,  Te.\a3, 2 

On  the  second  ballot,  the  name  of  Gen.  Quit- 
man was  withdrawn,  as  were  also  those  of  other 
leading  candidates,  and  Mr.  Breckinridge  was 
unanimously  nominated. 

The  Convention  adopted  the  following 

PLATFORM  : 

Resolved,  That  the  American  Democracy  place  their 
trust  in  the  intelligence,  the  patriotism,  and  the  discrimi- 
nating justice  of  the  American  people. 

Resolved,  That  we  regard  this  as  a  distinctive  feature 
of  our  political  creed,  which  we  are  proud  to  maintain 
before  the  world  as  a  great  moral  element  in  a  form  of 
government  springing  from  and  upheld  by  the  popular 
will ;  and  we  contrast  it  with  the  creed  and  practice  of 
Federalism,  under  whatever  name  or  form,  which  seeks 
to  palsy  the  will  of  the  Constituent,  and  wliich  conceives 
no  imposture  too  monstrous  for  the  popular  credulity. 

Resol'eed,  therefore.  That  entertaining  these  views,  the 
Democratic  party  of  this  Union,  through  their  delegates, 
assembled  in  general  Convention,  coming  togetlier  in  a 
spirit  of  concord,  of  devotion  to  the  doctrines  and  faith 
of  a  free  represent;itive  government,  and  appealing  to 
their  fellow-citizens  for  the  rectitude  of  their  intentions, 
renew  and  reassert  before  the  American  people,  the 
declarations  of  principles  avowed  by  them,  when,  on 
former  occasions,  in  general  Convention,  they  have  pre- 
sented their  candidates  for  the  popular  suffrage. 

1.  Tliat  the  Federal  Government  is  one  of  limited  power, 
derived  solely  from  the  Constitution,  and  the  grants  of 
power  made  therein  ought  to  be  strictly  construed  by  all 
the  departments  and  agents  of  the  Government,  and  that 
it  is  inexpedient  and  dangerous  to  exercise  doubtful  con- 
stitutional powers. 

2.  That  the  Constitution  does  not  confer  upon  the 
General  Government  the  power  to  commence  and  carry 
on  a  general  system  of  internal  improvements. 

3.  That  the  Constitution  does  not  confer  authority  upon 
the  Federal  Government,  directly  or  indirectly,  to  assume 
the  debts  of  the  several  States,  contracted  for  local  and 
internal  improvements,  or  other  State  purposes,  nor 
would  such  assumption  be  just  or  expedient, 

4.  That  justice  and  sound  policy  forbid  the  Federal 
Government  to  foster  one  branch  of  industry  to  the  detri- 
ment of  another,  or  to  cherish  the  interests  of  one  portion 
of  our  common  country  ;  that  every  citizen  and  every 
section  of  the  country  has  a  right  to  demand  and  insist 
upon  an  equality  of  rights  and  privileges,  and  a  complete 


and   ample  protection  of    persons    and    property  from 
domestic  violence  and  foreign  aggression. 

5.  That  it  is  the  (luty  of  every  branch  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  enforce  and  iiractice  the  nio^t  rigid  economy  in 
conducting  our  public  affairs,  and  that  no  more  revenue 
ought  to  be  raised  tlian  is  requireil  to  defray  the  neces- 
sary expenses  of  the  government,  and  gradual  but.  certain 
extinction  of  the  pul)lic  debt. 

6.  That  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands  ought  to  be 
sacredly  applied  to  the  naiional  objects  siiecitie<i  in  the 
Constitution,  and  that  we  are  opposed  to  any  law  for  the 
distribution  of  such  proceeds  among  the  States,  as  alike 
inexpedient  in  policy,  and  repugnant  to  the  Constitution. 

7.  That  Congress  lias  no  power  to  charter  a  National 
Bank  ;  that  we  believe  such  an  institution  one  of  deadly 
hostility  to  the  best  interests  of  this  country,  dangerous 
to  our  republican  institutions  and  the  liberties  of  the  peo- 
ple, and  calculated  to  place  the  business  of  the  country 
within  the  control  of  a  concentrated  money  power  and 
above  the  laws  and  will  of  the  people  ;  and  the  results  of 
the  Democratic  legislation  in  this  and  all  other  financial 
measures  upon  wliich  i,>sues  have  been  made  between  the 
two  political  parties  of  tlie  country,  have  demonstrated 
to  candid  and  pr;ictical  men  of  all  parties  their  sound- 
ness, safety  and  utility  in  all  business  pursuits. 

8.  That  the  separation  of  the  moneys  of  the  Govern- 
ment from  banking  institutions  is  indispensable  to  the 
safety  of  the  funds  of  the  Government  and  the  rights  of 
the  people. 

9.  That  we  are  decidedly  opposed  to  taking  from  the 
President  the  qualified  Veto  power,  by  which  he  is  ena- 
bled, under  restrictions  and  responsibilities  amply  8u£S- 
cient  to  guard  the  public  intere>ts,  to  suspend  the  passage 
of  a  bill  whose  merits  cannot  secure  the  approval  of  two- 
thirds  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives,  until 
the  judgment  of  the  people  can  be  obtained  thereon,  and 
which  has  saved  the  American  people  from  the  corrupt 
and  tyrannical  dominion  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  and  from  a  corrupting  system  of  general  internal 
improvements. 

10.  That  the  liberal  principles  embodied  by  Jefferson  in 
the  Declaration  of  Independence,  and  sanctioned  in  the 
Constitution,  which  makes  ours  the  land  of  liberty  and 
the  asylum  of  the  oppressed  <if  every  nation,  have  ever 
been  cardinal  principles  in  the  Democratic  faith  ;  and 
every  attempt  to  abridge  the  privilege  of  becoming  citi- 
zens and  the  owners  of  soil  among  us  ought  to  be  re- 
sisted with  the  same  spirit  which  swept  the  alien  and  se- 
dition laws  from  our  statute  books. 

And  whereas,  Since  the  foregoing  declaration  was  uni- 
formly adopted  by  our  predecessors  in  National  Conven- 
tion, an  adverse  political  and  religious  test  has  been  se- 
cretly organizeil  by  a  party  claiming  to  be  exclusively 
American,  and  it  is  proper  that  the  American  Democracy 
should  clearly  define  its  relations  thereto  ;  and  declare 
its  determined  opposition  to  all  secret  political  societies, 
by  whatever  name  they  may  be  called. 

Resolved,  That  the  foundation  of  this  Union  of  States 
having  been  laid  in,  and  its  prosperity,  expansion,  and 
preeminent  example  of  free  government,  built  upon  en- 
tire freedom  in  matters  of  religious  concernment,  and  no 
respect  of  persons  in  regard  to  rank,  or  place  of  birth, 
no  party  can  justly  be  deemed  national,  constitutional, 
or  in  accordance  with  American  principles,  which  bases 
its  exclusive  organization  upon  religious  opinions  and 
accidental  birth-place.  And  hence  a  political  crusade  in 
the  nineteenth  century,  and  in  the  United  States  of  Ame- 
rica, against  Catholics  and  foreign-born,  is  neither  justified 
by  the  past  history  nor  future  prospects  of  the  country, 
nor  in  unison  with  the  spirit  of  toleration,  and  enlight- 
ened freedom  which  peculiarly  distinguishes  the  Ameri- 
can system  of  popular  government. 

Resolved,  That  we  reiterate  with  renewed  energy  of 
purpose  the  well  considered  declarations  of  former  con- 
ventions upon  the  sectional  issue  of  domestic  slavery, 
and  concerning  the  reserved  rights  of  the  States — 

1.  That  Congress  has  no  power  under  the  Constitution 
to  interfere  with  or  control  the  domestic  institutions  of 
the  several  States,  and  that  all  such  States  are  the  sole 
and  proper  judges  of  everything  appertaining  to  their 
own  affairs  not  prohibited  by  the  Constitution  ;  that  all 
efforts  of  the  Abolitionists  or  others  made  to  induce  Con- 
gress to  interfere  with  questions  of  Slavery,  or  to  take 
incipient  steps  in  relation  thereto,  are  calculated  to  lead 
to  the  most  alarming  and  dangerous  consequences,  and 
that  all  such  efforts  have  an  inevittble  tendency  to  di- 
minish the  happiness  of  the  people  and  endanger  the 
stability  and  permanency  of  the  Union,  and  ought  not 
to  be  countenanced  by  any  friend  of  our  political  insti- 
tutions. 

2.  That  the  foregoing  proposition  covers  and  was  in- 
tended to  embrace  the  whole  subject  of  Slavery  agitation 
in  Congress,  and  therefore  the  Democratic  party  of  the 
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Union,  standing  on  this  national  platform,  will  abide  by 
and  adhere  to  a  faithful  execution  of  the  acts  known  af 
the  Cimiproinise  Measures,  settled  by  the  Congress  ot 
ISoi':  "the  act  for  reclaiming  fugitives  from  service  or 
labor"  included;  which  act,  being  desi^ined  to  carry  out 
an  express  provision  of  the  Constitution,  cannot,  with 
fidelity  thereto,  be  repealed,  or  so  changed  as  to  destroy 
or  impair  its  efliciency. 

3.  Tiiat  the  Democratic  Party  will  resist  all  attempts 
at  renewing,  in  Congress  or  out  of  it,  the  agitation  of  tlie 
Slavery  question,  under  whatever  shape  or  color  the  at- 
teMi|it  Miay  be  in:ide. 

4.  Thatthe  Democratic  Party  will  faithfully  abide  by 
and  uphold  the  principles  laid  down  in  the  Kentucky 
and  Vi.-ginia  resolutions  of  1797  and  179S,  and  in  the 
report  of  Mr.  Madison  to  the  Virginia  Legislature  in  1799 
— tliat  it  adopts  these  principles  as  constituting  one  of 
the  main  foundations  of  its  political  creed,  and  is  re- 
solved to  carry  them  out  in  their  obvious  meaning  and 
import. 

And  that  we  may  more  distinctly  meet  the  issue  on 
which  a  sectional  party,  subsisting  exclusively  on 
Slavery  agitation,  now  relies  to  test  the  fidelity  of  the 
people.  North  and  South,  to  the  Constitution  and  the 
Union — 

1.  Besol'ced,  That  claiming  fellowship  with  and  desir- 
ing the  cooperation  of  all  who  regard  the  preservation 
of  the  L'nion  under  the  Constitution  as  the  paramount 
issue,  and  repudiating  all  sectional  parties  and  platforms 
concerning  domestic  Slavery,  whicii  seek  to  embroil  the 
States  and  incite  to  treason  and  armed  resistance  to  law 
in  the  Territories,  and  whose  avowed  purpose,  if  con- 
summated, must  end  in  civil  war  and  disunion,  the 
American  Democracy  recognize  and  adopt  the  principles 
contained  in  the  organic  laws  establishing  the  Territories 
of  Neb  aska  and  Kansas,  as  embodying  the  only  sound 
and  safe  solution  of  the  Slavery  question,  upon  whicli 
the  g.  eat  national  idea  of  the  people  of  this  whole  coun- 
try can  repose  in  its  determined  conservation  of  the 
Union,  and  non-interference  of  Cong  ess  with  Slavery  in 
the  Territories  or  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 

2.  That  this  was  the  basis  of  the  compromises  of  lS5f), 
confirmed  by  both  the  Democratic  and  Whig  parlies  in 
National  Conventions,  ratified  by  the  people  in  the  elec- 
tion of  ISoi,  and  rightly  applied  to  the  organization  of 
tlie  Territories  in  Ijoi. 

3.  That  by  the  uniform  application  of  the  Democratic 
principle  to  the  Oi-ganization  of  Territories,  and  the  ad- 
mission of  new  Slates  with  or  without  domestic  Slavery, 
as  they  may  elect,  the  equal  rights  of  all  the  States  will 
be  preserved  intact,  the  original  compacts  of  the  Consti- 
tution maintained  inviolate,  and  the  perpetuity  and  ex- 
pansion of  the  Union  insured  to  its  utmost  capacity  of 
embracing,  in  peace  and  harmony,  every  future  Ameri- 
can State  that  may  be  constituted  or  annexed  with  a 
republican  form  of  government. 

Resolved,  That  we  recognize  the  right  of  the  people  of 
all  the  Territories,  including  Kansas  and  Nebraska,  act- 
ing through  the  legally  and  fairly  expressed  will  of  the 
majority  of  the  actual  residents,  and  whenever  the  num- 
ber of  their  inhabitants  justities  it,  to  form  a  Constitu- 
tion, with  or  without  domestic  Slavery,  and  be  admitted 
into  the  Union  upon  terms  of  perfect  equality  with  the 
other  States. 

Ittxolved, finally.  That  in  view  of  the  condition  of 
popular  institutions  in  the  Old  World  (and  the  danger- 
ous tendencies  of  sectional  agitation,  combined  with  the 
attempt  to  enforce  civil  and  religious  disabilities  against 
the  rights  of  acquiring  and  enjoying  citizenship  in  our 
own  land),  a  high  and  sacred  duty  is  involved  with  in- 
creased responsibility  upon  the  Democratic  Party  of  this 
country,  as  the  party  of  the  Union,  to  uphold  and  main- 
tain the  rights  of  every  State  and  thereby  the  Union  of 
the  States — and  to  sustain  and  advance  among  us  con- 
stitutional liberty,  by  continuing  to  resist  all  monopolies 
and  exclusive  legislation  for  the  benefit  of  the  few  at  the 
expense  of  the  many,  and  by  a  vigilant  and  constant 
adherence  to  those  principles  and  compromises  of  the 
Constitution  —  which  are  broad  enough  and  strong 
enough  to  embrace  and  uphold  'he  Union  as  it  was,  the 
Union  as  it  is,  and  the  Union  as  it  shall  be — in  the  full 
expression  of  the  energies  and  capacity  of  this  great  and 
prog,  essive  people. 

1.  Resolved,  That  there  are  questions  connected  with 
the  foreign  policy  of  this  country  which  are  inferior  to 
no  domestic  question  whatever.  The  time  has  come  for 
the  people  of  the  United  States  to  declare  themselves  in 
favor  of  free  seas,  and  progressive  free  trade  throughout 
the  world,  and,  by  solemi.  manifestations,  to  place  their 
moral  influence  at  the  side  of  their  successful  example. 

'J.  Resolved,  That  our  geographical  and  political  posi- 
tion with  reference  to  the  other  states  of  this  continent, 
ao  less  than  the  interest  of  our  commerce  and  the  devel- 


opment of  our  growing  power,  requires  that  we  should 
hold  sacred  the  principles  involved  in  the  Monroe  doc- 
trine. Their  bearing  and  import  admit  of  no  miscon- 
struction, and  should  be  applied  with  unbending  rigid- 
ity. 

8.  Resolved,  That  the  great  highway,  which  nature  as 
well  as  the  assent  of  States  most  immediatel.v  interested 
in  its  maintenance  has  marked  out  for  free  couiinunica- 
tion  between  the  Atlantic  and  the  Pacific  Oceans,  con- 
stitutes one  of  the  most  important  achievements  realized 
by  the  spirit  of  modern  times,  in  the  unconquerable 
energy  of  our  people;  and  that  result  would  be  secured 
by  a  timely  and  efficient  exertion  of  the  control  which 
we  have  the  right  to  claim  over  it ;  and  no  power  on 
earth  should  be  suffered  to  impede  or  clog  its  progress 
by  any  interference  with  relations  that  it  may  suit  our 
policy  to  establish  between  our  Government  and  the 
government  of  the  States  within  whose  dominions  it  lies; 
we  can  under  no  circumstance  surrender  our  prepon- 
derance in  the  adjustment  of  all  questions  arising  out 
of  it. 

4.  Resolved,  That,  in  view  of  so  commanding  an  inter- 
est, the  people  of  the  United  States  cannot  but  sym- 
pathize with  the  efforts  which  are  being  made  by  the 
people  of  Central  America  to  regenerate  that  portion  of 
the  continent  which  covers  the  passage  across  the  inter- 
oceanic  isthmus. 

5.  Resolved,  That  the  Democratic  Party  will  expect  of 
the  next  Administration  that  every  proper  effort  be  made 
to  insure  our  ascendency  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  to 
maintain  permanent  protection  to  the  great  outlets 
through  which  are  emptied  into  its  waters  the  products 
raised  out  of  the  soil  and  the  commodities  created  by 
the  industry  of  the  people  of  our  western  valleys  and  of 
the  Union  at  large. 

Resolved,  That  the  Administration  of  Frakklijj 
Pierce  has  been  true  to  Democratic  principles,  and 
therefore  true  to  the  great  interests  of  the  country  ; 
in  the  face  of  violent  opposition,  he  h<is  maintained  the 
laws  at  home,  and  vindicated  the  rights  of  American 
citizens  abroad  ;  and  therefoie  we  proclaim  our  unquali- 
fied admiration  of  his  measures  and  policy. 


WHIG  CONVENTIOX— 1856. 

A  Whig  National  Convention  met  at  Balti- 
more on  the  17th  of  Sept.,  1856 — Edward  Bates, 
of  Missouri,  presiduig.  The  noniinaiious  of 
Millard  Fillmore  for  Pre.sident,  aud  Andrew  J. 
Donelson  for  Vice-President,  were  unanimously 
concurred  in.  The  Convenlioii  adopted  the 
following 

PLATFORM  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Whigs  of  the  United  States,  now 
here  assembled,  hereby  declare  their  reverence  for  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  their  unalterable  at- 
tachment to  the  National  Union,  and  a  fixed  determina- 
tion to  do  all  in  their  power  to  preserve  them  for  them- 
selves and  their  posterity.  They  have  no  new  principles 
to  announce;  no  new  platform  to  establish;  but  are 
content  to  broadly  rest— where  their  fathers  rested — 
upon  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  wishing  no 
safer  guide,  no  higher  law. 

Resolved,  That  we  regard  with  the  deepest  interest 
and  anxiety  the  present  disordered  condition  of  our 
national  affairs — a  portion  of  the  country  ravaged  by 
civil  war,  large  sections  of  our  population  embittered  by 
mutual  recriminations  ;  and  we  distinctly  trace  these 
calamities  to  the  culpable  neglect  of  duty  by  the  present 
national  administration. 

Resolved,  That  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
wa.s  formed  by  the  conjunction  in  political  unity  of  wide 
spread  geographical  sections  materially  differing,  not 
only  in  climate  and  products,  but  in  social  and  domestic 
institutions;  and  that  any  cause  that  shall  jjermanently 
array  the  different  sections  of  the  Union  in  political  hos- 
tility and  organized  parties  founded  only  on  geographical 
distinctions  must  inevitably  prove  fatal  to  a  continuance 
of  the  National  Union. 

Resolved,  That  the  Whigs  of  the  United  States  declare, 
as  a  fupdamental  article  of  political  f.i.ith,  an  absolute 
necessity  for  avoiding  geograjihieal  parties.  The  danger, 
so  clearly  discerned  by  the  Father  of  his  Country,  has 
now  become  fearfully  apparent  in  the  agitation  now 
convulsing  the  nation,  and  must  be  arrested  at  once  if 
we  would  preserve  our  Constitution  and  our  Union  from 
dismemberment,  and  the  name  of  America  from  being 
blotted  out  fioai  the  family  of  civilized  nations. 


26 


A   POLITICAL   TEXT-BOOK  FOR  18C0. 


n^v:^:!\^t\j^  :!;^  :r,:r  ar,h?p:';ii":!T„  r  i  '''"^^^  p^^^*-"^  r.'^  voting  sloum  be  rcquird  ,o 

flfUl  in  the  present  l»rf-M<lential  campiiiKn— one  claiming  !  """"""'•^  caiululiltcS.  llie  lolloMili;^  rialfonil 
only  to  represent  sixteen  Norlliern  Stiiiem,  and  Die  oilier    *■"?'    uiloptt'ii,   and,  witliout    takinf;  ii    Ixillot  for 

ss^;f.;;rf  t!^;^L^u~r^i{i::i';;l;ti:::n:!;?  ^'••'^'^-". "-  ^'-'-"'-"  «g— uoun.ed. 

Hdd  fuel  to   the  rianie  which  now  threatens   to  wrap  our  PI  ATFOUM  OF  1860 

dearest  interests  in  a  c-oinmon  ruin.  n       »  '  »c>"^- 

Hexolrfil,  That  the  only  reniedv  for  nn  evil  »o  nppnl-  '  J^^'olftd,  That  we,  the  delpRated  representatlres  of  lh« 
ling  is  to  support  a  candidate  pledged  to  neither  of  the  "'  l'"'''ii^';>»  electors  of  the  United  Stutr*,  In  C'>nvenii..n 
geographical  sections  now  arrayed  In  p-ditieal  antaL'on-  '  '"""^'"Wed,  in  discharge  of  the  duty  we  owe  t.>  our  con- 
Uni,  hut  holding  both  in  a  Just' and  equal  regard  We  *'""•*"«»  "nd  our  country,  unite  iu  the  following  decla- 
congiatulate  the  friends  of  tlie  Union  that  such  a  candi- 1  "l'"!J.*  •  . 
date  exists  in  Millard  Killniore.  1      ^-  "■'"'  ""  '>i»lory  of  the  nation,  during  the  last  foui 

Jietio/re'l,  Tlial,  without  adopting  or  referring  to  the  y""'  *'"*  f"">'  •;»iHl)llshril  the  propriety  nnd  neo.>»iiy 
peculiar  doctrines  of  tlie  party  which  has  already  se-  "' ""■*  '"■ganiiui|..n  and  perpetuation  of  the  ItepiilLmn 
lected  Mr.  Fillinore  us  a  caniiidate,  we  look  to  hlm'as  a  '  '"""'y'  ■'"^  ''""  ""^  causes  wlildi  calle.1  it  into  existence 
well-tried  and  faithful  fiiend  of  the  Constitution  and  the    J"^*^  I'erinanenl  in  llieir  nature,  and  now,  nmre  than  ever 

Union,  eminent  alike   for  Ids  wisdom  and  firmness— for  j      .^'"'^■' ''*•'""*'"'  "*  l«^'«cefal  an!  ■   — ' ■       ■■■   inph. 

his  justice  and  moderation  in  our  foreign  relations— for  !      ""  ''^l'*'  ""■'  ""•'•"'cnanre  of  ■  Igated 

his  calm  and  pacific  temperament,  so  well  becoming  the  '  .?  '*"  l>'-"rl'iration  of  Indepei.;  i   m  (|,« 

head  of  a  great  nation— for  his  devotion  to  the  Const  itu-  '"''''  ^-'•^"'"'""lon.  "  Tl'at  all  men  are  created  iqual; 
lion  in  its  true  spirit— his  Inllexit.ililv  in  executing  the  i '''"'"'*' "'"'^ '■"'''"^'^'*  hy  their  Creator  with  certain  In- 
laws; hut,  beyond  all  these  uttrihutesi  in  possessing  the  "'■'""''le  riKl''"  ;  that  among  these  are  life,  liberty  and 
one  transcendent  merit  of  being  a  representative  of  '  P"""'l  "f  happiness;  thai,  to  s.Tiire  ili.-..'  nghta, 
neither  of  the  two  sectional  parties  now  BtruggUng  for  I ''"^'^''"""■■"'*  ""'''  Instituted   amoi.L-  ,  ir 

political  supremacy.  ju't  powers  from  the  consent  of  tl.  i.. 

Jttftiotreil,  That, "in  the  present  exigency  of  political  af- '  ''"'  '"  ""^  I""cservation  of  our  U.pu.n.  ui  n.-tiiuti.,iis  ; 
fairs,  we  are  not  called  upon  to  discuss  "the  subordinate  '  L'""  """  "'"■'  •'"••''•''■nl  Con»tllutl..ii,  the  Ilights  of  the 
questions    of  administration    in     the   exercising   of  the  i  '•  """^   the  Union  of  the  States,  must  and   shall  b« 

Constitutional  powers  of  the  (iovernment.     it  is  enough  I  •"T'^I"".''.    .i     rr   ■         .    ^    n 

to  know  that  civil  war  is  raging,  and  that  the  Union  is  in  '  Union  of  the  Stales  this  nation  owes  its 

.peril  ;    and  we  proclaim  the  conviction  that   the  reslora-  '  ""Precedented  Increase  in   p.pulalion,  its  surprising  de- 

tion  of  Mr.  Fillmore  to  the  Presidency  will  furnish  the  beat  I  ^^'"P""^'"  •»'  material  resources,  its  rapid  augmentation 

if  not  the  only  means  of  restoring  peace  °'  J"^""''-  "«  happine! 


.  iness  at  home  and  Its  honor  abroad  ; 
and  We  hold  In  abliorrenceall  schemes  for  Disunion,  come 
friun  whatever  source  they  may:  And   we  c  ,>? 

the  country  that  no  Republican  member  of  C  ,i 

uttered  or  cnuntenari.-  I   <i  ■■•>'■■■•.     >  ]>.-■■  ., 

maile  by  Democrnl;  fi 

ap|>Iause  from  their  p  ,   ,  ,. 

those  threats  of  disunion,  in  caseof  apopulin  w 

of  their  ascendency,  as  denying  the  vital  pru      j  a 

,.         ^  -   - free  government,  anil  as  an  avowal  of  contemplHtril  ireiv- 

rree  ^latf!!,  ni.iKiii.i»    11-4    in  nil.      IVimsvlvaiiiii '»"".  "hlch  it  is  tlo- imperative  duty  of  an  indignant  Peo- 


ng  peace. 

In  the  election  wliicli  en.^ued,  Mr.  Fillmore 
received  the  vote  of  Marvlnnd  onlv,  while  Mr. 
Buohiinan  ohtainoil  tho.^c'of  the  14  other  Slave 
t^iatct), and ()lNe« -Jersey,  IVnusylvaiiia,  Indiana, 
Illinois  and  California,  ninkinp  172  in  nil.  Col. 
Fremont  received  the  vote.'?  of  the  eleven  other 


and   lilinoi.-,  had  tliev  voted  for  Col.  Fremont, 
would  have  ''iveii  him  the  election. 


pie  sternly  to  rebuke  and  forever  silence. 

4.  That  the  maintenance  inviolate  of  the  rights  of  the 
States,  and  especially  the  r  -'  •  '  .  ■  -."•  •  •,,  order  and 
control  its  own  domestic  i  ..•  lo  iis  own 

judgment  exclusively,  is  e.-. ;;.,...  i.ce  of  pow- 
ers on  which  the  jierfeclion  and  endurance  "f  our  politi- 
cal fabric  depends  ;  and  we  denounce  the  lawless  Invasion 
by  armed  force  of  the  soil  of  any  Slate  or  Teriitory,  no 
matter  under  what  pretext,  as  among  the  gravest  of 
crimes. 

ft.  Tliat  the  present  Democratic  Administration  h««  ft\r 
exceeded  our  worst  apprehensions.  In  its  n 
scrvlency  lo  the  exactions  of  a  section:i; 
I  er- ,  pecially  evinced   in   lis  desprrate  exertio 


RErUnLICAN  CONVEXTIOX— 1S60. 
A  RepnlilieMii  Nutional  Convention  assembled 
at  Chicago,  illinoi.*,  on  Wednesday,  May  Irtth, 
18i'.n,  delepite.s  lieinjr  in  attendance  from  ail  the 
Free  State.-*,  a.s  al.so  from  Delawar.-,  M.irvland, 
Vir-iiniii,  Ketinickv,   Mis.>-ouri.  Te\a<  *  tin-  Ter- 

'^.  /.     1-  «-'"ii,    sv.\(i.  ,        lilt     I  1 1  -  .  p,,-t  liiiijf  c*  iii».eo    III    lis  oe>|ifraie   exeriioji-    i.>    j.i..-    tn 

ntorie.s  of   Kan.><)i.s  and  Nebraska,   and  tiie  Ills- 1 '"''""'ous  I.ecompton  Constituiion  upon  the  jiroiesting 
trict  of  ColilMihia.  |  people   of  Kunsas;  In   construing   tlie  personal  relHiion 

fiov    Mi>r.T.,„    ,.f  V.,,^.  V«„l.       ^   f\     ■  r     ''«tw<;i""   master  and  servant   to  involve  an   unnualill-d 

IxOV.  ilOIjjal..  ot  New-'iork,  n.S  (haMlllan  of  '  property  in  persons;  in  its  attempted  entorcement.everv- 
trie  rsaliuiial  Kxi'CUlive  Conimitleo,  noillinuted  "'•lere,  on  land  ami  sea,  through  the  Intervenll  .n  of  Coii- 
David  Wihnot  as  temporarv  Chairman  und  1,^  ,  K' ess  and  of  the  Federal  Courts  of  the  exireine  preien- 
wis   i'lif»;on        Tl,.%   lie. I  <'^'.. ,„.:..  '   '  sions  of  a  purely  local   Interest;  and  In   its  general  and 

W.t.s   ino.stn.       llie   ll.sual  Committees  on    perma-    unvnrying  abuse  of  tl,e  power .. trusted  to  it  by  a  coufld- 
neiit    oigamzution,  cTedeiitial-s,    t^tc,    were  np- '  li'K  people. 

pointed,   and  the   Convention  was  permaiientiv  I     •>•  That  the  people  justly  view  with  alarm  the  reckless 
organized  by  tiie   selection  of  (Jeorge  Ashmun' 


of    Massachusett.'!,    as    President 


extravagance  winch  pervades  every  deparlmenl  of  the 
,  Fetleral  Government;  tliat  a  return  to  rifid  economy 
,  with  a  Vice-  I  ami  accountability  is  indispensaliie  to  arrest  the  syste- 
Prcsident  and  a  Secretary  from  each  State  and  '  """''c  plunder  of  ibe  public  treasury  by  favored  parti- 
Territorv  represented.  A  Committee  of  one  i """.''  ^''"'■."'e '■'^«-*-'"  '"artiing  developmenu.  of  frauds 
fr/^m    oo"  t,    Vt    t  IT       •    '-"■"""^'■*^"-»    "'    0"C    and  corruptions  ai  the  Federal  metropolis,  show  that  an 

irorn    eacn   Jsiate    antl   lerritoiy,  was  appointed    entire    change    of  administration   is    imperatively  da- 
tod  raft  suitable  resolutions,  or  in  other  words ! '"*"''^'^- 

a  Platform,  and  the  Convention  ndioiirned             I      ^-  J''"'  '*'®  new  dogma  that  the  Constitution,  of  Iu 
On    tl.n  VrlU>.;..,     I                  •    .      J".'      •-    ',          !  own  forcc,  carries  Slavery  Into  any  or  all  of  the  Territo- 
Un    tllC    101iO«ing   Oa\,  an    interesting  debate  '  ries  of  Hie  United  States,  is  a  dangerous  political  heresy 
arose  on  a   ■ -  "  ■'    - — ' ■    -■  ■  •  ...  • 

to  a  niajori 
States  to  no 
Vice-President ;   which,  with  the  delegates  actu- '  the  country 


ally    in    attemlatice,    would    have     been    about 
equivalent  to  a  two-third  rule.     This  proposition 

was  voted  down,  and   the  Convention  decided,, -     , -. .  .,.  « 

by  a  vote  of  331  to  130,  that  only  a  niajoritv  of  1 1""''*^'''  "^  ''f''  'i''ert.v.  or  property,  wiUiout  due  proc< 

"'         -  of  law,"  it    becomesour   dul.v,  by    legislation,  win-never 

I"  ^         ;  I  sucli  legislation  is  necessary,  to  mnintaln  this  provision 

»Tlie  rlelegntion  frnm  T«7!Rs  hiis  since  been  proved  fraudulent,  I  of  the  Constitution  against  ail  attempts  to  violate  it  •  and 

bu.uig  bees  ({Ot  up  in  Michigiiu  lo  elleci  a  peisoiml  cud.  '  we  deny  tho  authority  of  Co.  grcss,  of  a  territorial  Je^^u. 


8.  That  tlie  normal  condition  of  all  the  territory  of  th« 
United  States  is  lliat  of  freedom  :  Th.'.t  as  our  Repuhlicao 
fathers,  when  tliey  had  abolished  Slavery  in  all  our  na- 
tional territory,  ordnined  that  "  no  person  should   be  de- 

ocess 
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lafure,  or  of  any  individuals,  to   give  legal  existence  to 
Slavery  in  any  Territory  of  the  United  States. 

9.  That  we  brand  the  recent  re-opening  of  the  African 
slave-trade,  under  tlie  cover  of  our  national  flng,  aided 
by  perversions  of  judicial  power,  as  a  crime  against  hu- 
manity and  a  burning  shame  to  our'country  and  age; 
and  we  ca'l  upon  Congress  to  take  prompt  and  efficient 
me  isures  for  the  total  and  final  suppression  of  that  exe- 
crab'e  traffic. 

10.  That  in  the  recent  vetoes,  by  their  Federal  Gover- 
nors, of  the  acts  of  the  Legislatures  of  Kansas  and  Ne- 
oraska,  prohibiting  Slavery  in  those  Territories,  we  find  a 
practical  illustration  of  tlie  bcasted  Democratic  princi- 
ple of  Non  Intervention  and  Popular  Sovereignty  embo- 
died in  the  Kansas-Nebraska  bill,  and  a  demonstration 
of  the  deception  and  fraud  involved  therein. 

11.  That  Kansas  should,  of  right,  be  immediately  ad- 
mitted as  a  State  under  the  Constitution  recently  formed 
and  adopted  by  her  people,  and  accepted  by  the  House 
of  Representatives. 

12.  Th;it,  while  providing  revenue  for  the  support  of  the 
General  Government  by  duties  upon  imports,  sound  policy 
requires  such  an  adjustment  of  these  imposts  as  to  en- 
courage the  development  of  the  industrial  interests  of  the 
whole  country  :  and  we  commend  that  policy  of  national 
exchangeg  which  secures  to  the  working  men  liberal 
wages,  to  agriculture  remunerating  prices,  to  mechanics 
and  manufacturers  an  adequat<i  reward  for  their  skill, 
labor,  and  enterprise,  and  to  the  nation  commercial  pros- 
perity and  independence. 

13.  That  we  protest  against  any  sale  or  alienation  to 
others  of  the  Public  Lands  held  by  actual  settlers,  and 
against  any  view  of  the  Homestead  policy  which  regards 
the  settlers  as  paupers  or  suppliants  for  public  bounty  ; 
and  we  demand  the  passapre  by  Congress  of  the  complete 
and  satisfactory  Homestead  measure  which  has  already 
passed  tlie  House. 

14.  That  the  Republican  Party  is  opposed  to  any  change 
in  our  Naturalization  Laws  or  any  State  legislatinn  by 
which  the  rignts  of  citizenslilp  hitherto  accorded  to  immi- 
grants from  foreign  lands  shall  be  abridged  or  impaired  ; 
and  in  favor  of  giving  a  full  and  efficient  protection  to 
the  rights  of  all  classes  of  citizens,  whether  native  or  na- 
turalized, both  at  home  and   :ibroail. 

1.5.  That  appropriations  by  Congress  for  River  and 
Harbor  improvements  of  a  National  cJiaracter,  n-quired 
for  the  accommodation  and  security  of  an  existing  com- 
merce, are  auliiorized  by  th-  Constitution,  and  ju-^tified 
by  the  obligations  of  Government  to  protect  the  lives  and 
property  of  its  citizens. 

16.  That  a  Railroad  to  the  Pacific  Ocean  is  imperatively 
demandi-d  by  the  interests  of  the  whole  country;  that 
the  Feiieral  Government  ought  to  render  immediate  and 
efficient  aid  in  its  construction  ;  and  that,  as  preliminary 
thereto,  a  daily  Overland  Mail  should  be  promptly 
established. 

17.  Finally,  having  thus  set  forth  our  distinctive  prin- 
ciples and  views,  we  invite  the  cooperation  of  all  cili- 
lens,  however  dilTering  on  other  questions,  who  substan- 
tjally  agree  with  us  in  their  affirmance  and  support. 

Oti  the  following  day,  Fridiiy,  May  ISth,  the 
Chair  having  announced  that  the  naming  of 
candidates  for  President  was  in  order,  Wm. 
M.  Evarts,  of  New-York,  named  William  H. 
Seward. 

Mr.  Jtidd  of  Illinois,  named  Abraham  Lin- 
coln. Mr.  Dudley,  of  New-Jersey,  nominated 
Wm.  L.  Dayton.  Gov.  Reeder,  of  Pennsvlva- 
vania,  nominated  Simon  Cameron.  Mr.  Cart- 
ter,  of  Ohio,  nominated  Salmon  P.  Chase. 
Francis  P.  Blair,  of  Maryland,  nominated  Ed- 
ward Bates,  of  Missouri. 

Indiana  seconded  the  nomination  of  Abraham 
Lincoln.  Mr.  Austin  Blair,  of  Michigan,  seconded 
the  nomination  of  Mr.  Seward  ;  so'also  did  Carl 
Schtirz,  of  Wisconsin,  Mr.  Worth,  of  Minnesota, 
.ind  Mr.   Wilder,  of  Kansas. 

Mr.  Corwin,  of  Ohio,  nominated  Judge  Mc- 
Lean. 

Mr.  Delano,  of  Ohio,  seconded  the  nomination 
of  ^[r.  Lincoln,  as  did  also  one  of  the  delegates 
from  Iowa. 

The  balloting  then  proceeded,  with  the  follow- 
ing result : 


-FIRST  BALLOT, 


Sta(cii. 


Maine 10     6 

New-Hampshire  1     7 

Vermont —  — 

Massachusetts.  .21  4 
Rhode  Island. .. —  — 
Connecticut. . . , —     2 

New-York 70  — 

New-Jersey —  — 

Pennsylvania..  1^^  4 

Maryland  3   — 

Delaware —  — 

Virginia 8 

Kentucky 5 

Ohio — 

Indiana  — 

Missouri — 

Michigan 12 

Illinois. . . 

Texas 4 

Wisconsin 10 

Iowa 2 

California S 

Minnesota S 

Oregon   — 

Te  I  ifoii'-s. 

Kansas 6 

Nebraska 2 

Dis.  of  Columbia  2 


S5     O      C 


—      1 1*- 


14 
6 

8 
26 


10 


—  1 

-  7 


-  47.i- 

8 

6 

-  1  — 
2 


0     1     1 

14 


1*-     8  -     1   - 
4  —  84 


IS 


.—  22 


1     1     1   ~     1 


1   —     1   — 


Total....  173H02   3  50^43  12     1 
Whole  number  of  votes,  465. 
a  choice,  288. 

The  second  ballot  was  then  taken. 
Mr.  Cameron's  name  was  withdrawn 

SKCOXD  BALLOT. 


49  14    1     1   10 
Necessary  to 


St'ites. 


^ 


C       -t:        = 


Maine  10  6  —  —  —  —  _    

New-Hampshire 1  9  —  —  —  —  

Vermont —  10  —  —  —  —  

Massachuseits 22  4  —  —  —    

Rhode  Island —  8  —  —  2  3  

Connecticut —  4  4  —  —  2  2 

New-York 70  —  —  —  —  —  

New- Jersey 4  —  —  —  —  —  10    


6 
14 

9 
14 

26 


Pennsylvania 2^48 

Maryland   8 

Delaware — 

Virginia 8 

Kentuckv ...  7 

Ohio....! — 

Indiana — 

Missouri — • 

Michigan 12 

Illinois 

Texas 6 

Wisconsin 10 

Iowa.  ...          2 

California 8 

Minnesota 8 

Oregon — 

Kansas C 

Nebraska 3 

District  of  Columbia.. .     2 


—       1 

8    — 


2i 


3    29    —    — 


18 


—    22 


i      i- 


Total lS4i  ISl    85     2      8    42J  10      3 

The  third  ballot  was  taken  amid  excitement, 
and  cries  for  ''the  ballot."  Intense  fueling 
existed  during  the  voting,  each  vote  being 
awaited  in  breathless  silence  and  expectancy. 

The  progress  of  the  ballot  was  watched  with 
most  intense  interest,  especially  toward  the 
last,  the  crowd  becoming  silent  as  the  contest 
narrowed  down.  The  States,  as  called,  voted  as 
follows  : 


*  Previously  withdrawn. 
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THIRD   BALLOT. 


«         2  ^  o        <u         2         ^ 

e         -£:  -  tj         ^  >»  S 

u.  ^  o  -:  ?;  c  o 

Maine. ...... ..10  —  —  6  —  —  — 

Ntw-Hainp^ihirf.  1  —  —  9  —  —  — 

Vermmit —  —  —  10  —  —  — 

Massiicliuselts IS  —  —  S  —  —  — 

Rhode  Island....   1  —  15  1  —  — 

Connecticut 14  2  4  —  —  1 

New-York..   .      .70  —  —  —  —  —  — 

New- Jersey 5  —  —  8  —  1  — 

Perjnsyivania. . .. —  —  —  62  2  —  — 

MHi-yliuid 2  —  —  t)  _  _  _ 

Delaware —  —  —  6  —  —  — 

Virginia 8  —  —  14  —  —  — 

Kentucky  6—  4  13  —  —  — 

Ohio —  —  15  29  2  —  — 

Indiana —  —  —  26  —  —  — 

Missouri   —  18  —  —  —  —  — 

Miclilgan 12  —  —  —  —  —  — 

Illinois —  —  —  22  _  _  _ 

Texas 6  —  —  —  —  —  — 

AVisconsin 10  —  —  —  —  —  — 

Iowa 2  —  J  5}  —  —  — 

California  S  —  —  —  —  —  — 

Minnesota 8  —  —  —  —  —  — 

Oregon 1  —  —  4  •   —  —  — 

Trriitoritii. 

Kansas 6  —  —  —  —  —  — 

Nebraska 8—  2  1  —  —  — 

Dist.  of  Columbia  2  —  —  —  —  —  — 

180  22        24i    231 J        5        1  1 

This  gave  Lincoln  231^  votes,  or  within  2^-  of 
a  nomination. 

Before  the  result  was  announced,  Mr.  Cart- 
ter,  of  Ohio,  said — I  rise,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  an- 
nounce the  change  of  four  votes  from  Ohio, 
from  Mr.  Chase  to  Abraham  Lincoln. 

This  announcement,  giving  Mr.  Lincoln  a 
majority,  was  greeted  by  the  audience  with  the 
most  enthusiastic  and  thundering  applause. 

Mr.  McCrillis,  of  Maine,  making  himself  heard, 
said  that  the  young  giant  of  the  West  is  now  of 
age.     Maine  casts  for  him  her  16  votes. 

Mr.  Andrew,  of  Massachusetts,  changed  the 
vote  of  that  State,  giving  18  to  Mr.  Lincoln  and 
8  to  Mr.  Sewanl. 

Mr.  B.  Gratz  Brown,  of  Missouri,  desired  to 
change  the  18  votes  of  Missouri  to  the  gallant  son 
of  the  West,  Abraham  Lincoln.  Iowa,  Con- 
necticut, Kentucky,  and  Minnesota  also  changed 
their  votes.  The  result  of  the  third  ballot  was 
announced: 

Whole  number  of  votes  cast   466 

Necessary  to  a  choice 234 

Abraham  Lincoln  had  received  354,  and  was 
declared  duly  nominated. 

On  motion  of  Wm.  M.  Evarts,  of  Xew-York, 
seconded  by  Mr.  Andrew,  of  Massachusetts,  the 
nomination  was  then  made  unanimous. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Evarts,  of  New-York,  the 
Convention  now  took  a  recess  till  5  o'clock,  to 
afford  time  for  consultation  as  to  Vice-President. 

At  tfi  o'clock  the  Convention  reassembled, 
listened  to  nominations,  and  then  proceeded  to 
ballot. 

The  following  is  a  record  of  the  ballotings  for 
Vice-President : 


^     3 


8    —    — 


—    —      3 


[Note. — Col. Fremont  had  sent  a  letter  by  one 
of  the  delegates  from  California,  withdrawing 
his  name  from  the  list  of  candidates  for  Presi- 
dent. This  letter  was  published  before  the 
meeting  of  the  Convention.] 


FIRST  BALLOT. 

states.             ^  .  c  i  d 

=^  <i>  S  " 

O  K  K  H  S  K 

Maine —  —  —  —  16  — 

New-Hanipsliire. .. —  —  —  —  10  — 

Vermont —  —  —  —  10  — 

Massachusetts.... —  20  1  1  1  — 

Rhode  Island..    ..—  —  —  —  8  — 

Connecticut 2  1  —  2  5  — 

New-York 9  4  2  11  85  1 

New- Jersey 1  —  7  —  6  — 

Pennsylvania...   .  4^    2^24  7  11 

Maryland 2  —  —  1  8 

Delaware 3  —  —  1  2  - 

Virginia 23  —  —  —  —  — 

Kentucky 23  —  —  _  —  - 

Ohio —  —  —  —  48  - 

Indiana IS  —  —  —  8  — 

Missouri —  9  —  9  —  — 

Michigan 4  —  —  —  8  - 

Illinois 2  —  16  2  2  - 

Texas —  —  —  —  —  — 

Wisconsin 5  —  —  —  5  — 

Iowa  —  1  1  —  S  — 

California —  —  —  8  —  — 

Minnesota 1  —  —  1  6  — 

Oregon —  1—31- 

Ten  itoiies, 

Kansas —  —  —  6  —  — 

Nebraska 1  —  —  5  —  - 

Dist.  of  Columbia..  2  —  —  —  —  - 

Total 101^38*51  58  194  1 

Total  461.     Necessary  to  a  choice,  232. 


THE   SECOND   BALLOT. 

States.                                          Hamlin.  Clay.  Hickman. 

Slaine 16  —  — - 

New-Hampshire 10  —  — 

Vermont 10  —  — 

Massachusetts 26  —  — 

Khcde  Island 8  —  — 

Connecticut 10  —  2 

New-York 70  —  — 

New-Jersey 14  —  — 

Pennsylvania 54  —  — 

Maryland 10  1  — 

Delaware 6  —  — 

Virginia —  23  — 

Kentucky —  28  — 

Ohio 46  —  — 

Indiana 12  14  — 

Missouri 13  5  — 

Michigan 8  4  — 

Illinois 20  2  — 

Texas —  6  — 

Wisconsin  8  5  — 

Iowa 8  —  — 

California 7  1  — 

Minnesota 7  1  — 

Oregon 3  —  2 

Tf'.riitories 

Kansas 2  18 

Nebraska —  —  6 

District  of  Columbia 2  —  — 

Total 367  86  18 

Massachtisetts  withdrew  the  name  of  Mr. 
Banks,  and  cast  26  votes  for  Mr.  Hamlin. 

Pennsylvania  withdrew  the  name  of  Gov. 
Reeder,  and  cast  54  votes  for  Mr.  Hamlin. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Blakey,  of  Kentucky,  the 
nomination  was  made  unanimous. 

Mr.  J.  R.  Giddings,  of  Ohio,  offered  and  the 
Convention  adopted  the  following  : 

Resolved,  That  we  deeply  sympathize  with  those  men 
who  have  been  driven,  some  from  their  native  States  and 
others  from  the  States  of  their  adoption,  and  are  now 
exiled  from  their  homes  on  account  of  their  opinions ; 
and  we  hold  the  Democratic  party  responsible  for  the 
gross  violations  of  that  clause  of  the  Constitution  which 
declares  that  citizens  of  each  State  shall  be  entitled  to 
all  the  privileges  and  immunities  of  citizens  of  the 
several  States. 
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Mr.  Aslmuiri  nuiiU'  a  brief  speech,  aiul  the 
Coiiveiitiuii  uiljoiiriicd  sine  dir,  with  nine  hearty 
cheers  for  the  ticket. 


NATIONAL  REPUBLICAN  COMMITTEE. 

The  Conveiiiion  previous  to  its  :tdjoiiriiiiiciit 

made  clioice  of  tlie  followinj;  gi'iuleincii  ;i.s  the 

National  Committee  for  the  ne.xt  four  years  : 

Mairxf — Cihri.es  J.  Gilman,  Brunswick. 
Srir-//:impt/iire — GKOKiiK  G.  Foc;o,  Concord. 

\'erin'int — Lawrknck  Dkainakd,  J«t.  Albans. 
Jliifidihutettii — John  Z.  (iixniKicii,  Slockl)riJge. 
Jiho<t«  JsUinU — Thomas  H.  Tik.nkr,  Providence. 
Voniifcdcut — Gii>hii.N  Wklles,  Hartford. 
Jt'ftc- Yori: — Kdwin  1).  Moiu;ax,  All)an.v. 
y<fir-Jert,f!/ — Dkxnini;  Dikr,  X.  Y.  City. 
J'tniiKylrttniit — Kdhakd  McI'iikrsu.v,  Gettysburg 
Dftaiciire — Natiia.nikl  11.  S.mithkks,  Dover. 
Miii-ijUiml — .lAMt:s  K.  Waunkic,  Halliiiiore. 

Virginia — .Vlfkeii  Caliihkll,  WlieelinR. 
OUio — TuoMAS  Spoo.nkb,  Keatlinf;,  Ilamillon  Co. 
In-linna — Solomon  MtjjKinTii,  Centerville. 
Jlli.iiiit — NoRMAS  H.  Jii'i),  ClJcago. 
Michlyiin — ArsTiN  Klair,  Jackson. 

Wii.-unain — Cakl  Soihkz.  .Milwaukee. 
/';«•/ — .\xi>Rtw  J.  Stkvkns,  I)fs  Moines. 
Miniifnota — Jobs  .McKcsick,  Stillwater. 
Mi-nxiinri — .\SA  S.  JoSK-S,  St.  Louis. 
Kentnekij — Cassits  M.  Clav,  WhitehalL 
I'aii/omia — U.  W.  Ciikks.ma.n,  Oroville. 
Oregon — W.  Fraxk  Johsso.v,  Oregon  City. 
Eanxn-M — William  A.  Phillips,  Lawrence. 
SfliriulC'i — (.».  II.  Irish,  Nebraska  City. 
Dint,  of  Columbia,  Joseph  Geruardt,  Washington. 

At  a  meeting  held  in  Chicago,  May  IStli, 
1860,  the  Coniiiiittee  organized  hy  choosing  the 
Uon.  E.  D.  .Morgan,  of  New-Yori<,  Chairman, 
and  George  G.  Fogg,  of  New-IIampshire,  Secre- 
tary. Siihsequentiy,  the  following  persons  were 
constituted  the  E.xecutive  Committee : 

E.  D.  MORGAX,  of  New-York. 
GlUKO.v  WtLLi-i!,  of  Connecticut. 
N.  B.  JciiD,  of  Illinois. 
Carl  ScHi-RZ,  of  Wisconsin. 
JoH.N  Z.  Goodrich,  of  .Massachusetts. 
Ukx.sing  Dif.r,  of  Xew-Jerscy. 
Geo.  *i.  Fogg,  of  Xew-ilampshire. 


CONSTITUTIONAL  UNION  CONVENTION— 

186n. 

A  Convention  of  Delegates,  coming  from 
twenty  States,  ami  chiimiiig  to  represent  the 
"  Con-titutionul  Union  Party,"  met  at  Baltimore 
on  the  9th  of  May,  and  nominated  for  President 
Joiin  Bell,  of  Tennessee,  and  for  Vice-President 
Edward  Everett,  of  Massachusetts.  Tlie  ballot- 
iugs  for  President  resulted  as  follows  : 

Isi.    2J.                                            iKl.  2<1. 

John  Bell, tJ->l   13S;  Edward  Everett,..  26  9* 

Sam.  Houston,..   .   &7      (jy  i  Wui.  L.  Goggin,. ..     8  — 

John  .M.  Uotts,....     <)k       7  I  Wm.  A.  Grabam,..  22  18 

John  McLean 21         1      Wm.  L.  Sharkey,. .    7  b\ 

J.  J.  Cnlieuden,  ..  2S         11  Wm.  C.  Hives,   ...  13  — 

Necessary  to  a  choice,  1st  ballot,  128  ;  second 
ballot,  r.i7. 

The  nomination  of  Mr.  Bell  was  thereupon 
made  unanimous. 

Mr.  Everett  was  unauiinously  nominated  for 
Vice-President. 

The  Convention  adopted  the  following  as 
their 

PLATFORM. 

W?ierenx,  Expeiience  has  demonstrated  that  Plat- 
forms adopted  by  ihe  partisan  Conventions  of  the 
country  have  had  the  effect  to  mislead  and  deceive  the 
people,  and  at  the  same  time  to  widen  the  political 
divi^ious  of  the  country,  by  the  creation  aad  encourage- 
tnenc  cf  geograpb  cal  and  sectional  parties  ;  therefore. 


Hetolvfif,  That  it  is  both  the  part  of  patriot'sm  and 
of  duty   to   rtfoynige  no  jioliiiral  principle  other  thati 

THK   CONSTITITIO.S    or    THK  ColNTRY,    TIIK    I'MOS    OK   TUH 

STATh,s  AXU  TIIK  Knkori'k.mkxt  OK  TIIK  Law>;,  and  that, 
as  representatives  of  the  Coll^t;t^liollal  t  nion  nien  of 
the  country  in  .National  Convention  as,-.eiiibled,  wo 
hereby  pledge  oui>elves  to  maintain,  protect  and  de- 
feiul,  separately  and  unitedly,  these  great  principles  of 
public  liberty  and  national  safely,  agaiii-'t  all  enemies 
at  home  and  al)road,  believing  that  thereby  peace  niiiy 
once  iiioie  be  restored  to  the  country,  the  riglits  of  Ihe 
People  and  of  the  States  recitablisheil,  and  the  (Joverii- 
nient  a^ain  plaoeil  in  that  condition,  of  justice,  f.aternity 
and  e<|uality,  which,  under  the  exam|de  ami  Constitution 
of  our  fathers,  has  solemly  bound  every  citizen  of  the 
I'nited  States  to  maintain  a  more  jicrfect  union,  estab- 
lish justice,  insure  domestic  trannuiility,  provide  for 
the  common  defense,  promote  the  geiieriil  welfare,  and 
secure  the  blessings  of  liberty  to  ourselves  and  our 
posterity. 

DEMOCRATIC  CONVENTION— 1860. 

A  Democratic  National  Convention  asseiiibled 
at  Charleston,  S.  C,  on  the  23d  of  April,  I860, 
with  full  delegations  present  from  every  State 
in  the  Union,  and  clouble  delegations  from 
Illinois  and  New-York.  One  of  the  New-York 
delegations  was  elected  by  the  State  Nominating 
Convention  which  met  at  Syracuse  the  preced- 
ing autumn  ;  while  its  rival  was  elected  by 
districts,  and  led  by  Fernando  Wood,  Mayor  of 
the  commercial  emporium.  From  Illinois,  one 
of  the  delegations  was  I'avorable  to  Senator 
Douglas,  and  the  other  opposed  to  that  gentle- 
man. Tickets  of  admission  were  given  by  the 
National  Committee  to  the  former  or  "Soft" 
Delegation  from  New  York,  thus  deciding,  so 
far  as  their  power  extended,  against  the  Wood 
or  "  Hard"  contestants,  who  were  understood 
to  be  oppo'^ed  to  the  nomination  of  Douglas. 

Francis  B.  Flournoy,  of  Arkansas,  was  cho- 
sen temporary  chairman,  and  the  Convention 
opened  with  an  angry  and  stormy  debate  on  the 
question  of  the  disputed  scats.  Mr.  Fislier,  of 
Va.,  presented  a  protest  from  Mayor  \Vood, 
ou  behalf  of  his  delegation,  against  their 
exclusion  from  the  Hall.  The  reading  of  the 
protest  was  ruled  out  of  order,  and,  after  a 
wrangling  debate,  committees  were  appointed 
on  Permanent  Organization  and  Credentials, 
and  the  communication  of  Mayor  Wood  was 
referred  without  reading  to  the  latter. 

On  the  following  day,  the  Committee  on 
Organization  reported  the  name  of  Caleb  Cush- 
ing,  of  Mass.,  for  President,  with  one  Vice- 
President  and  one  Secretary  from  each  State, 
which  report  was  adopted.  They  also  reporteil 
a  rule  "  that  in  any  State  in  which  it  has  not 
"  been  provided  or  directed  by  its  State  Con- 
'*  vention  how  its  vote  may  be  given,  the 
''  Convention  will  recognize  the  right  of  each 
"  delegate  to  cast  his  individual  vote."  Which 
was  also  adopted. 

A  Coniniittee  on  Resolutions  and  Platform 
was  now  appointed ;  and  it  was  voted  that  no 
ballot  for  President  and  Vice-President  should 
be  taken  till  after  tlie  adoption  of  a  Platform. 
Adjourned. 

On  the  Ibllowing  day,  the  only  progress  made 
by  the  Convention  was  the  settlement  of  the 
question  of  contested  seats,  by  confirming  the 
sittins;  delegates;  that  is,  the  "Softs"  from 
New-York,  and  the  Douglas  men  from  Illinois. 
Oil  the  26th,  no  progress  was  made,  though 
thare  was  much  angry  debate  and  many  thre.itd 
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of  bolting  on  the  part  of  delegates  from  the 
Cotton  States,  unless  their  views  in  regard  to 
Platform  should  be  adopted. 

On  the  27th,  the  Platform  Committee,  failing 
to  agree,  presented  an  assortment  of  Platforms, 
from  which  the  Convention  was  expected  to 
make  its  selection.  Tiie  majority  report,  pre- 
sented by  Mr.  Avery,  of  >i.  C,  was  as  fol- 
lows : 

Resolved^  That  the  Platform  adopted  at  Cincinnati  be 

affirmed,  with  the  following  resolution  : 

That  the  National  Democracy  of  the  United  States 
hold  these  cardinal  principles  on  the  subject  of  Slavery 
in  the  Teiritories:  First,  that  Congress  has  no  power  to 
abolish  Slavery  in  the  Territories ;  second,  that  the  Ter- 
ritorial Legislature  has  no  power  to  abolish  Slavery  in 
the  Territories,  nor  to  prohibit  the  introduction  of  slaves 
therein,  nor  any  power  to  destroy  or  impair  the  right  of 
property  in  slaves  by  any  legislation  wliatever. 

liesoived.  That  the  enactments  of  State  Legislatures 
to  defeat  the  faithful  execution  of  the  Fugitive  Slave 
Law  are  hostile  in  character,  subversive  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, and  revolutionary  in  their  effects. 

liemlved,  That  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment to  protect  the  rights  of  person  and  property  on  the 
high  seas,  in  the  Territories,  or  wherever  else  its  jurisdic- 
tion extends. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Government  of 
the  United  States  to  afford  protection  to  naturalized 
citizens  from  foreign  countries. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Government  of 
the  United  States  to  acquire  Cuba  at  the  earliest  prac- 
ticable moment. 

The  principal  minority  report,  which  was  pre- 
sented by  Mr.  Henry  B.  Payne,  of  Ohio,  and 
signed  by  the  members  of  the  committee 
from  Maiue.  New-Hampshire,  Vermont,  Rhode 
Island,  Connecticut,  New-Jersey,  Ohio,  Indiana, 
Illinois,  Michigan,  Wisconsin,  Iowa,  Minnesota, 
New-York,  and  Pennsylvania,  (all  the  Free 
States  except  California,  Oregon,  and  Massachu- 
setts), reaffirmed  the  Cincinnati  Platform ;  de- 
clared that  all  rights  of  property  are  judicial  in 
their  character,  and  that  the  Democracy  pledge 
themselves  to  defer  to  the  decisions  of  tiie 
Supreme  Court  on  the  subject ;  ample  protec- 
tion to  citizens,  native  or  naturalized,  at  home 
or  abroad;  aid  to  "a  Pacific  Piailroad ;"  the 
acquisition  of  Cul)a,  and  that  all  State  resistance 
to  the  Fugitive  Slave  Law  is  revolutionary  and 
subversive  of  the  Constitution. 

Gen.  Beiij.  F.  Butler,  of  Massachusetts,  pre- 
sented another  minority  report,  reaffirming  the 
Cincinnati  Platform,  and  declaring  Deinocra.tic 
principles  unchangeable  in  their  nature  when 
applied  to  the  same  subject  matter,  and  only 
recommending,  iti  addition  to  the  Cinciiniati 
Platform,  a  resolution  for  the  protection  .of  all 
citizens,  whether  native  or  naturalized. 

Mr.  Payne  sta.ted  that  his  report,  although  a 
minority  one,  represented  one  hundred  and 
seventy-two  electoral  votes,  while  the  majority 
report  represented  only  one  hundred  and 
twenty-seven  electoral  votes. 

Mr.  James  A.  Bayard  (U.  S.  Senator),  of  Dela- 
ware, presented  another  series  of  resolutions,  as 
follows: 

The  first  affirmed  the  Cincinnati  Platform. 

The  second  declared  that  Territorial  Govern- 
ments are  provisional  and  temporary,  and  that 
durin'T  their  existence  all  citizens  of  the  United 
St;ites  have  an  equal  right  to  settle  in  the  Terri- 
tori.s  without  their  rights  of  either  person  or 
propertv  being  destroyed  or  impaired  by  Con- 
gressional or  Territorial  legislation. 

The  liiird.  that  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Govern- 


ment to  protect  the  rights  of  persons  or  pro- 
perty on  the  high  seas,  in  the  Territories,  or 
wherever  else  its  constitutional  authority  ex- 
tends. 

The  fourth  that,  when  the  settlers  in  a  Terri- 
tory have  adequate  population  to  form  a  State 
Constitution,  the  right  of  Sovereignty  com- 
mences, and,  being  consummated  by  their  ad- 
mission into  the  Union,  they  stand  upon  an 
equal  footing  with  the  citizens  of  other  States, 
and  that  a  State  thus  organized  is  to  be  admit- 
ted into  the  Union,  Slavery  or  no  Slavery. 

The  day  was  spent  in  fierce  debate,  without 
coming  to  a  vote  on  any  of  these  various  propo- 
sitions. 

On  the  28th,  Senator  Wra.  Bigler,  of  Penn- 
sylvania, moved  that  the  majority  and  minority 
reports  be  recommitted  to  the  Convention,  with 
instructions  to  report  in  an  hour,  the  following 
resolutions : 

Resolved,  That  the  Platform  adopted  by  the  Demc- 
cratic  party  at  Cincinnati  be  affirmed,  with  the  following 
explanatory  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  Government  of  a  Territory,  or- 
ganized by  an  act  of  Congress,  is  provisional  and  tempo- 
rary, and,  during  its  existence,  all  citizens  of  the  United 
States  have  an  equal  right  to  settle  in  the  Territory, 
without  their  rights,  either  of  person  or  property,  being 
destroyed  or  impaired  by  Congressional  or  Territorial 
Legislation. 

Resolved,  That  the  Democratic  party  stands  pledged 
to  the  doctrine  that  it  is  the  duty  of  Government  to 
maintain  all  the  constitutional  rights  of  property,  of 
whatever  kind,  in  the  Territories,  and  to  enforce  all  the 
decisions  of  the  Supreme  Court  in  reference  thereto. 

Resolved.  That  it  is  the  duty  of  the  United  States  to 
afford  ample  and  complete  protection  to  all  its  citizens, 
whether  at  home  or  abroad,  and  whether  native  or 
foreign. 

Resol-ced,  That  one  of  the  necessities  of  the  age,  in  a 
military,  commercial  and  postal  point  of  view,  is  speedy 
communication  between  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific  States; 
and  the  Democratic  Party  pledge  such  Constitutional 
Government  aid  as  will  insure  the  construction  of  a 
railroad  to  the  Pacific  coast  at  the  earliest  practical 
period. 

Resolved,  That  the  Democratic  Party  are  in  favor  of 
the  acquisition  of  the  Island  of  Cuba,  on  such  terms  as 
shall  be  honorable  to  ourselves  and  just  to  Spain. 

Resolved,  That  the  enaciments  of  Slate  Legislatures 
to  defeat  the  faithful  execution  of  the  Fugitive  Slave 
Law,  are  hostile  in  character,  subversive  of  the  Corxsti- 
tution,  and  revolutionary  in  their  effect, 

Mr.  Bigler  moved  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  W!  Montgomery  (M.  C),  of  Pennsylvania, 
moved  to  lay  Mr.  Bigler's  motion  on  the  table. 
He  did  not  regard  as  a  compromise  a  proposi- 
tion for  a  Congressional  Slave  Code  and  the 
reopening  of  the  African  Slave  Trade  ;  but, 
learning  that  the  adoption  of  his  motion  would 
have  the  eflect  of  tabling  the  whole  subject,  he 
withdrew  it.  A  division  of  the  question  was 
called  for,  and  the  vote  was  first  taken  on  the 
motion  to  recommit,  which  was  carried,  152  to 
151;  but  the  proposition  to  instruct  the  com- 
mittee was  laid  on  the  table,  242J  to  56J,  as 
follows : 

Ye.\s.— Maine,  8;  New-Hampshire,  5;  Vermont,  5; 
Massachusetts,  121;  Hhode  Island,  4;  Connecticut,  5; 
New-Vork,  35;  Pennsylvania,  8;  Delaware,  8;  Mary- 
land, 5,^;  Virginia,  15;  North  Carolina,  10;  South  Caro- 
lina, 8;  Georgia,  10;  Florida,  3;  Alabama,  9;  Louisi- 
ana, 6  ;  Mississippi,  7  ;  Texas,  4  ;  Arkansas,  4  ;  Missouri, 
4;  Kentucky,  5;  Ohio,  23;  Indiana,  13;  Illinois,  11; 
Michigan,  6;  Iowa,  4;    Minnesota,  4;  California,  8i — 

242K 

Nats.— Massachusetts,!;  Connecticut,!;  New-Jersey, 
7-  Pennsylvania,  15;  Maryland,  2};  Missouri,  9;  Ten- 
nessee, 11;  Kentucky,  7;  Indiana,  6;  Wisconsin,  5; 
California,  4 ;  Oregon,  3— 56i. 

Subsequently,  on  the  same  day,  Mr.  Avery, 
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from  the  m.ijority  of  die  Committoe  on  Platform, 
reportuii  the  follow  iiij;: 

AVao/pf'/,  Tliat  tlic|«latform  ailopttil  by  tlie  Democratic 
party  at  Cinciiiiiati  be  atUruivil,  willi  tlio  fulluwlut;  v\- 
plaiiatory  Itesolutioiis : 

J-'imt.  Thai  tlie  govtj-nment  of  a  Territory  organized  by 
an  act  of  Congress,  Is  provisional  and  temporary  ;  and, 
during  Iti  existence,  all  citizens  of  the  I'nited  S^tates  have 
un  c>iual  ri;;lit  to  settle  witli  lluir  property  in  tlie  Territory 
without  their  rights,  cither  of  person  or  property,  being  des- 
troyed or  impaired  by  congressional  or  territorial  legislation. 
fSecumi.  That  it  id  the  duty  of  the  Federal  Uovernincnt, 
In  all  its  departments,  to  protect,  when  necessary,  the 
rights  of  persons  and  property  in  the  Territories,  and 
wherever  else  its  constitutional  authority  extends. 

Thiiil.  That  wiien  the  settlers  in  a  Territory  having  an 
adequate  population  form  u  J^tale  Constitution,  the  right 
of  sovereignty  commences,  and,  being  consummated  by 
admission  into  the  L'nion,  they  stand  on  an  ei|Ual  foot- 
ing with  the  people  of  other  States  ;  and  the  State  thus 
organized  ought  to  l>e  adniitleil  into  the  Federal  I'ldon, 
whether  its  constitution  prohibits  or  recognizes  the  institu- 
tion of  Slavery. 

jh'ourUi.  That  the  Democratic  party  are  in  favor  of  the 
aci|ulsition  of  the  Island  of  Cuba,  on  such  terms  as  shall 
be  iionorable  to  ourselves  and  just  to  Spain,  at  the  earliest 
practical  lie  ntomeut. 

F'jVt.  That  the  enactments  of  State  legislatures  to  de- 
feat the  f;dt!iful  execution  of  the  Fugitive  Slave  Law,  are 
hostile  in  character,  subversive  of  tiie  Constitution,  and 
revolutionary  in  their  elTect. 

iiixth.  That  the  Democracy  of  the  I'nited  States  recog- 
nize it  as  the  imperative  duty  of  this  (iovernnient  to  pro- 
tect the  naturalized  citizen  in  all  his  rights,  whether  at 
home  or  in  foreign  lands,  to  the  same  extent  as  its  native- 
born  citizens. 

Wliereax,  one  of  tlie  greatest  necessities  of  the  age,  in  a 
political,  commercial,  postal  and  military  point  of  view,  is 
a  specily  communication  between  the  Pacific  and  Atlan- 
tic coasts  :     Therefore  be  it 

A"  '  '.  That  the  Democratic  party  do  hereby  pledge 
til  >  use  every  means  in  their  power  to  secure  the 

p;:- L^  -  ime  bill,  to  the  e.xtent  of  the   constitutional 

autnohiy  ol  Congress,  for  the  construction  of  a  I'acitic 
Uailroad,  from  the  .Mi.«sis.sippi  Kiver  to  the  i'aci&c  Ocean, 
at  tlic  earliest  practicable  moment. 

Mr.  Avery  took  the  floor,  tiiid  spoke  at  length 
in  favor  of  his  report,  and  in  the  course  of  his 
remarks  said  : 

I  have  stated  'hat  we  demand  at  the  hands  of  our 
Northern  brethren  upon  this  Uoor  that  the  great  principle 
which  we  cherish  should  be  recognized,  and  in  that  view  1 
speak  the  common  sentiments  of  our  constituents  at  home  ; 
and  I  intend  no  rellection  upon  those  who  entertain  a  diifer- 
ent  opinion,  when  I  say  that  tlie  results  and  ultimate  conse- 
quences to  the  Southern  Stales  of  this  confederacy,  if  the 
Popular  Sovereignty  doctrine  be  ailopted  as  the  doctrine 
of  the  Democratic  party,  would  be  as  dangerous  and  sub- 
veraive  of  their  rights  as  the  adoption  of  the  principle  of 
Congressional  intervention  or  prohibition.  We  say  that,  in 
a  contest  for  the  occupation  of  the  Territories  of  the  I'nited 
State.t,  the  ."Southern  men  encumbered  with  slaves  cannot 
compete  with  the  Kmigrant  .\id  Society  at  the  North.  We 
Bay  tliat  the  Kmigrant  .\id  Society  can  send  a  voter  to  one 
of  the  Territories  of  the  United  States,  to  determine  a 
question  relating  to  slavery,  for  the  sum  of  $200,  while  it 
would  cost  the  Southern  man  the  sum  of  f  15tH).  We  say, 
ttien,  that  wherever  there  is  competition  between  the 
South  and  North,  that  the  North  can  and  will,  at  less  ex- 
pense an<l  dilliculty,  secure  power,  control  and  doiiiiiiion 
over  the  Territories  of  the  Federal  Government ;  and  if, 
then,  you  establish  the  doctrine  that  a  Territorial  Legisla- 
ture which  may  be  establisheil  by  Congress  in  any  Terri- 
tory has  the  right,  directly  or  indirectly,  to  affect  the  insti- 
tution of  Slavery,  then  you  can  see  that  the  Legislature  by 
Its  action,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  may  linally  ex- 
clude every  man  from  the  slaveholding  States  as  ef- 
fectually as  if  you  had  adopted  the  Wiliuot  I>rovis>}  out 
and  out 

But  we  are  told  that,  in  advocating  the  doctrine  we  now 
do,  we  are  noLiting  the  principles  of  the  Cincinnati  plat- 
form. They  say  that  the  Cincinnati  platform  is  a  Popular 
Sovereignty  platform;  that  it  was  intended  to  present  and 
practically  enforce  that  great  principle.  Now,  we  who 
made  this  report  deny  that  this  is  the  true  construction  of 
the  Cincinnati  platform.  We  of  the  South  say  that  when 
we  voted  for  the  Cincinnati  platform  we  understood,  from 
the  fact  that  the  Territories  stand  in  the  same  position  as 
the  District  of  Columbia,  that  non-interference  and  non- 
intervention in  the  Territories  was  that  same  sort  of  non- 
tuterference  and  non-intervention  forbidden  in  the  Dis- 


trict of  Columbia.     Now,  we  maintain  that  Congress  has 

no  right  to  prohiliil  or   abolish  Slavery  in  the  District  of 

t'olumliia.     Why?     Itecause  il  is  an  existing  institution. 

;  It  becomes  the  duty  of  Congress  under  the  Constitution  to 

I  protect  and  cherish  the  right  of  property  in  slaves  in  that 

District,  because  the  Constitution  does  not  give  them  the 

power  to  prohibit  or  establish  Slavery.     Kvery  session  of 

Congress,  Northern  men,  Southern  men,  men  of  all  par- 

i  ties,  are  legislating  to  protect,  cherish  and  uphold  the  insli- 

tution  of  Slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia 

Il  is  said  that  the  Cincinnati  jilatforin  is  ambiguous,  and 
that  we  must  explain  it.  At  the  South,  we  have  main- 
tained that  il  had  no  ambiguity ;  that  il  did  not  mean 
i'o|)ular  Sovereignty  ;  but  our  Northern  friends  say  that 
it  does  mean  I'opuiar  Sovereignty.  Now,  if  we  are 
going  to  explain  it  and  to  declare  its  princi|)les,  I  suy 
let  us  either  declare  them  openly,  boldly,  squarely, 
or  let  us  leave  it  as  it  is  in  the  Cincinnati  I'latform.  I 
want,  and  we  >'f  the  South  want,  no  more  doubtful  plat- 
forms upon  this  or  any  other  <|Uestion.  We  desire  that 
this  Convention  should  take  a  bold,  s<|Uare  stand.  What 
do  the  minority  of  the  committee  propose  ?  Their  solution 
is  to  leave  the  question  to  the  decision  of  the  Supreme 
Court,  and  agree  to  abide  by  any  decision  that  may  be 
made  by  that  tribunal  between  the  citizens  of  a  Territory 
upon  the  subject.  Why,  gentlemen  of  the  minority,  you 
cannot  help  yourselves.  That  is  no  concession  to  us. 
There  is  no  necessity  for  putting  that  in  the  platform,  be- 
cause I  take  it  for  granted  that  you  are  all  law-abiding 
citizens.  Kvery  gentleman  here  fnmi  a  non-slaveholding 
State  is  a  law-abiding  citizen ;  and  if  he  be  so,  why  we 
know  that  when  there  Li  a  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court, 
even   adverse  to  his  views,  he  will  submit  to  it 

You  say  that  this  is  a  judicial  (|Ue8tion.  We  say  that 
it  is  not.  Dut  if  it  be  a  judicial  question,  it  is  unmaterial  to 
you  how  the  platform  Ls  made,  because  all  you  will  have  to 
say  is,  "  this  is  a  judicial  (juestijin ;  the  majority  of  the  Con- 
vention were  of  one  opinion  ;  J  may  entertain  my  own  opin- 
ion upon  I  he  question  ;  lettheSupreme  Courtsettle  it."  .   . 

Let  us  make  a  platform  about  which  there  can  be  no 
doubt,  so  that  every  man,  North  and  South,  may  stand 
side  by  side  on  all  issues  connected  with  Slavery,  and  ad- 
vocate the  same  principles.  That  is  all  we  ask.  All  we 
demand  at  your  hands  is,  that  there  shall  be  no  equivoca- 
tion and  no  doubt  in  the  popular  mind  as  to  what  our 
principles  are. 

Mr.  li.  B.  Payne,  of  Ohio,  replied  at  length, 
and,  in  the  course  of  his  arj;iiment,  said  : 

The  question  of  Slavery  had  distracted  the  Courts  and 
the  parly  since  IsiH,  and  we  hoped  by  the  Compromise 
measures  of  iNotl,  the  Kansas  law  of  1>?54,  and  the  I'lat- 
form of  ISO'2  and  ISDti,  that  the  policy  of  the  Democratic 
party  was  a  luiited  and  settled  policy  in  respect  to  Afri- 
can slaverj- The   Democracy   of    the   North 

have,  throughout,  stood  by  the  South  in  vindication  of 
their  constitutional  rights.  For  this  they  claim  no 
credit.  They  have  simply  discharged  their  constitutional 
duty;  and,  tliough  some  Southern  Senators  may  rise  in 
their  places  and  stigmatize  us  as  unsound  and  rotten,  we 
say  we  have  done  it  in  good  faith,  and  we  challegc  contra- 
diction. We  have  supposeil  that  this  doctrine  of  I'opuiar 
Sovereignty  was  a  liiial  settlement  of  the  Slavery  diflicully. 
You  so  understood  it  in  the  South.  We  are  not  claiming 
anything  in  our  I'lalforin  but  what  the  Cincinnati  Platform 
was  admitted  to  have  established 

What  was  the  doctrine  of  InW?  Non-intervention  by 
Congress  with  the  question  of  Slavery,  and  the  submission 
of  the  i|iiesti'>n  of  Slavery  in  the  Territories,  luider  the 
Constitution,  to  the  People. 

It  Ls  sai<l  that  one  construction  has  been  given  to  the 
Platform  at  the  South  and  another  at  the  North.  He 
couhl  prove  from  the  Congressional  debates  that  from 
InVi  to  1S.'>6  there  wius  not  a  dissenting  opinion  e.xpressed 
in  Congress  on  thU  subject. 

To  show  that  Si|uattor  Sovercifrnty  had  been 
generally  accepted  as  the  true  De;nocratic  doc- 
trine. Mr.  Payne  (pioted  from  einiiiunt  Southern 
Democratic  Statesmen  as  follows  : 

FHOll  A  SPKKCII  OF  HON.  nOWELL  COBn,  Of  OKOROI.l. 

"  I  Stand  upon  a  principle.  I  hold  that  the  will  of  the 
majority  of  the  people  of  Kansas  shouM  decide  this 
question,  anil  I  say  here  to-night,  before  Ih's  people  and 
before  this  country,  that  I,  for  one,  shall  abiile  the  deci- 
sion of  the  people  there.  I  hold  to  the  right  of  the  People 
to  self-government.  I  am  willing  for  them  to  decide  this 
question." 

FROM  TBE  SAMB. 

"I  would  not  plant  Slavery  upon  the  soil  of  any  por- 
tion of  Ciod's  earth  against  the  will  of  the  people.     The 
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Government  of  the  United  States  should  not  force  the 
insliluli:iii  of  Shivery  upon  the  people  either  of  the 
'  Territoi  ies,'  or  of  the  States  against  the  will  of  the  peo- 
ple, though  my  voice  could  bring  about  that  result." 

FROM  A  SPEKCH  OF  VICE-PRKSIDENT   BRECKINRIDGE. 

"  I!ut  tliose  who  hold  that  the  Territorial  Legislature 
cannot  pass  a  law  prohibiting  Slavery,  admit  that,  unless 
the  Territorial  Legislature  pass  laws  for  its  protection, 
Slavery  will  not  go  there.  Therefore,  practically,  a 
majoiity  of  tlie  people  represented  in  the  Territorial 
Legislature  decides  the  question.  'Whether  they  decide 
It  by  proliibiting  it,  according  to  the  one  doctriiie,  or  by 
refusing  to  pass  laws  to  protect  it,  as  contended  for  by 
the  other  party,  is  immaterial.  The  majority  of  the  peo- 
ple, by  tlie  action  of  the  Territorial  Legislature,  will 
decide  tlie  question,  and  all  must  abide  the  decision  when 
made." 

FROM  TUB  SAME. 

"  But  if  non-intervention  by  Congress  be  the  principle 
that  underlies  the  Compromise  of  1S50,  then  the  proliibi- 
tion  of  18'20,  being  inconsistent  with  tliat  principle,  should 
be  removed,  and  perfect  non-intervention  thus  be  estab- 
lished by  law.  ' 

"  Among  many  misrepresentations  sent  to  the  countiy 
b.v  some  of  the  enemies  of  this  bill,  perhaps  none  is  more 
flagrant,  than  the  charge  that  it  proposes  to  legislate 
Slavery  into  Nebraska  and  Kansas.  Sir,  if  the  bill  con- 
tained sucli  a  feature  it  would  not  receive  my  vote.  The 
right  to  establish  involves  the  correlative  right  to  prohi- 
bit, and,  denying  both,  I  would  vote  for  neither." 

FROM  THE  SAME. 

"  Upon  the  distracting  question  of  domestic  Slavery, 
their  position  is  clear.  Tlie  whole  power  of  the  Demo- 
cratic organization  is  pledged  to  the  following  juoiiosi- 
tious  :  That  Congress  shall  not  interpose  ujion  this  sub- 
ject in  the  States,  in  the  Territories,  or  in  the  District  of 
Columbia  ;  that  the  people  of  each  Territory  shall  deter- 
mine the  question  for  themselves,  and  be  admitted  into 
the  Union  upon  a  footing  of  perfect  equality  with  the 
original  States,  without  discrimination  on  accouiit  of  the 
allowance  or  prohibition  of  Slavery." 

FROM  A  SPEECH  BY  HON.  JAMES   L.  ORR,  OF  S.  C. 

"Now,  I  admit  that  there  is  a  dilference  of  opinion 
amongst  Democrats  as  to  whether  this  featme  of  Squat- 
ter Sovereignty  be  in  the  bill  or  not.  But  the  great  point 
upon  which  the  Democratic  party  at  Cincinnati  rested 
was,  that  the  government  of  tlie  Ten  itories  had  been 
transferred  from  Congress,  and,  carrying  out  the  spiiit 
and  genius  of  our  institutions,  had  been  given  to  the 
people  of  the  Territories." 

FROM  A  SPEECH  BY  HON.  A.  H.  STEPHENS,  OF  GEORGIA. 

"  The  whole  question  of  Slavery  or  No  Slavery  was  to 
be  left  to  the  people  of  the  Territories,  whether  Nortli 
or  South  of  36°  oO',  or  any  other  line.  The  question  was 
to  be  taken  out  of  Congress,  where  it  had  been  imjiro- 
perly  thrust  from  the  beginning,  and  to  be  left  to  the 
people  concerned  in  the  matter  to  decide  for  iheuiselves. 
This,  I  say,  was  the  position  originally  held  by  the  South 
when  the  .^Iissouri  Restriction  was  at  first  proposed.  The 
principle  upon  which  that  fiosition  rests,  lies  at  the  very 
foundation  of  all  our  Kepublican  institutions :  it  is  that 
the  citizens  of  every  distinct  and  separate  community 
or  State  should  have  the  right  to  govern  themselves  in 
tlieir  domestic  matters  as  they  please,  and  that  they 
should  be  free  from  intermeddling  restriction  and 
arbitrary  dictation  on  such  matters,  from  any  other 
Power  or  Government,  in  wliicli  they  have  no  voice." 

Mr.  I'ayne  continued.  But  for  consuming  time,  he 
could  read  for  half  an  hour,  to  show  that  every  eminent 
Southern  man  had  held  the  same  opinion  on  the  doctrine 
of  popular  sovereignty. 

IVIr.  I'ayne  would  read  from  the  Cincinnati  Platform 
to  show  what  it  laid  down.  All  should  be  familiar 
with  it : 

"The  American  Democracy  recognize  and  adopt  the 
principles  contained  in  the  organic  laws,  establishing  the 
Territories  of  Kansas  and  Neliraska  as  embodying  the 
only  sound  and  safe  solution  of  the  '  Slavery  (Question  ' 
upon  whicii  the  great  National  idea  of  the  People  of  this 
whole  country  can  repose  in  its  determined  conserva- 
tism of  the  Union— non-interference  by  Congress  with 
Slavery  in  State  and  Territory,  or  in  the  District  of 
Columbia." 

They  nominated  Mr.  Buchanan  on  that  Platform, 
agreed  on  by  the  representatives  of  every  State  in  the 
Union,  as  the  oflicial  record  would  show.  There  was  not 
one  dissenting  voice  in  the  whole  list  of  States.  In  cast- 
ing the  vote  of  North  Carolina,  his  friend,  iMr.  Ave.y, 


then  acting  as  Chairman  of  his  Delegation,  and  now  pre- 
senting the  majority  report  announced: 

"  North  Carolina  gives  ten  votes  for  the  Platform,  and 
will  give  ten  thousand  majority  in  November." 

In  his  letter  of  acceptance,  Mr.  Buchanan,  in  an  em- 
phatic and  clear  manner,  thus  expressed  his  views  of 
this  Platform  : 

"  The  recent  legislation  of  Congress  respecting  domes- 
tic Slavery,  del  ived,  as  it  has  been,  from  the  original 
and  pure  fountain  of  legitimate  political  power,  the  will 
of  the  majority,  p.  omises,  ere  long,  to  allay  the  danger- 
ous excitement.  This  legislation  is  founded  on  princi- 
ples as  ancient  as  Fiee  government  itself,  and  in  accord- 
ance with  them  has  simply  declared  that  the.  people  of  a 
Territory,  like  tlione  of  a  /State,  nhall  decide  for  them- 
seluen,  whether  ISlaveiy  tihull  or  ishall  not  exifit  within 
their  limiti<!." 

Mr.  Payne  had  extracts  yet  behind  of  speeches  from 
Stephens,  of  Geo  gia,  one  of  the  most  distinguished  States- 
men of  the  South — from  Mr.  Benjamin,  of  Louisiana — 
Mason,  of  Virginia — more  qualified,  he  admitted,  but 
still  emphatic.  '1  he  ."Senator  from  Delaware,  too,  Mr. 
Bayard,  had  fully  indorsed  the  doctrine  of  Popular 
Sovereignty. 

So  had  Mr.  Badger,  of  North  Carolina,  and  Judge 
Butler  of  Soutli  Carolina.  Mr.  Hunter  of  Virginia,  cer- 
tainly one  of  the  wisest  and  purest  statesmen  which  the 
Democracy  now  numbers  amongst  her  leaders  in  the 
land — he,  also,  saj's  that  the  people  shall  have  tlie  right 
to  decide  on  all  questions  relating  to  their  domestic 
institutions.  In  his  speech,  he  used  these  words,  almost 
identical  with  the  Platform  of  the  minority  : 

"The  bill  provides  that  the  Legislatures  of  these  Ter- 
ritories shall  have  power  to  legislate  over  all  rightful 
sulyects  of  legislation  consistently  with  the  Constitution. 
And,  if  they  should  assume  powers  which  are  thought  to 
be  inconsistent  with  the  Constitution,  the  Courts  w.ll  de- 
cide that  question  whenever  it  may  be  rased.  'I here  is 
a  difference  of  opinion  among  the  friends  of  this  measure 
as  to  the  e.xtent  of  the  limits  which  the  Constitution  im- 
poses upon  the  Territorial  Legislatures.  This  bill  pro- 
poses to  leave  these  differences  to  the  decision  of  the 
Couits.  To  that  tribunal  I  am  willing  to  leave  this  deci- 
sion, as  it  was  once  before  proposed  to  be  left  by  the 
celebrated  Compromise  of  the  Senator  foiii  Delaware." 

He  also  read  an  extract  of  a  similar  character  from  a 
speech  by  Mr.  Toombs,  of  Georgia,  one  of  the  boldest 
men  on  the  floor  of  the  American  teiiate,  taking  ground 
in  favor  of  non-intervention  by  Collgre^s. 

Need  he  accumulate  these  extracts  to  show  that  not  a 
s'ngle  statesman  who  has  figured  in  Congress,  of  late 
years,  but  has  taken  this  high  ground? 

Mr.  Samuels,  of   Iowa,  presented   tlie  ibilow- 

iiig  report    on    behalf   of    ilie  iiiinoiity  of  the 

Platlbriu  Coimiiiicee : 

1.  Jiesoh^ed,  That  we,  the  Democracy  of  the  Union,  in 
Convention  asseiiiMtd,  hereby  declare  our  affirmance  of 
the  resolutions  uiianiiiiously  adopted  and  declared  as  a 
platform  of  prim-iples  by  tlie  Democratic  Convention  at 
Cincinnati,  in  the  year  ISoli,  believing  that  Democratic 
principles  are  unchangeable  in  their  nature,  when  ap- 
plied to  the  same  subject  matters  ;  and  we  recommend 
as  the  only  further  resolutions  tlie  following  : 

Inasmuch  as  <liirerences  of  opinion  exist  in  the  Demo- 
cratic Parly  as  to  the  nature  and  extent  of  tlie  powers 
of  a  Terrilorial  Legislature,  and  as  to  the  jiowers  and 
duties  of  Congress,  under  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  over  the  lusiitution  of  Slavery  within  the  Terri- 
tories : 

2.  Jiesolved,  That  the  Democratic  Party  will  abide  by 
the  decisions  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States 
on  'lie  questions  of  Constitutional  law. 

3.  Jlexoired,  That  it  is  tlie  duty  of  the  United  States 
to  alford  ample  and  complete  protection  to  all  its  citi- 
zens, whether  at  home  or  abroad,  and  whether  native  or 
foreign. 

4.  Resolved,  That  one  of  the  necessities  of  the  age,  in 
a  military,  commercial,  and  postal  point  of  view,  is 
speedy  communication  between  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific 
States  ;  and  the  Democratic  Party  pledge  such  Constitu- 
tional Government  aid  as  will  insure  the  construction  of 
a  railroad  to  the  Pacific  coast,  at  the  earliest  practicable 
period. 

5.  Resolved,  Tliat  the  Democratic  party  are  in  favcr 
of  the  acquisition  of  the  Island  of  Cuba,  on  such  terms 
as  shall  be  honorable  to  ourselves  and  just  to  Spain. 

6.  Ilesolved,  That  the  enactments  of  State  Legislatures 
to  defeat  the  faithful  execution  of  the  Fugitive  Slave 
Law,  are  hostile  in  character,  subversive  of  the  Consti- 
tution, and  revolutionary  in  their  elfect. 

Gen.  Butler,  of  Massachusetts,  again  reported 
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(a.<i  a  minority)   the  Cincinnati  Platform  without ,  of  the  original  resolution  proposed  by  the  gentleman 
alteration.  '""^  ^'"'^'  Carolina. 

It    was     evident,     even     l.efore     the    report        Mr.  Butler's  riatform  anirms  the   CincmnaU 
of  the   inajoritv   was  pre.-ifnted.  tliat    it   wouM  !  I'':i"'orm,  ami   adds  a  resolution  for  the  protec- 


not  be  sustained  by  the  Convention,  thouj;h  the 
Free-State  majority  evinced  not  only  willing- 
ness but  anxiety  to  conciliate  their  Southern 
brethren' at  any  sacrilice  not  absolutely  ruinous. 
The  majority  of  the  Convention,  contideuf  of 
their  power  to  reject  the  majority  report,  were 
anxious  for  a  vote  ;  but  the  minority  seemed 
determined  to  stave  ott"  detinite  action  for  that 
day,  and  carried  their  point  by  a  system  cur- 
rently termed  "  filibustering,"  which  would  have 
<lone  no  discredit  to  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives at  Washington.  The  confusion  and  hub- 
bub whicli  prevailed  may  be  comprehended 
perhap.s,  by  the  following  extract  from  the  otK- 
cial  report  of  the  proceedings  : 

Mr.  Bigler  obtained  the  floor,  and  desired  to  suggest 
to  the  Convention  that,  by  common  consent,  and  without 
any  further  struggle,  they  should  adjourn.  (Cries  of  "  1 
object  !"  "  I  object !") 

Mr.  Hunter,  of  Louisiana. — I  appeal  to  my  Democratic 
friends  of  the  South  and  my  Democratie  friends  from  all 

I>!irl<s  of  the  L'nion (Cries  of  "  order  !"  "  order  !"  and 

Lne  greatest  disorder  prevailing  in  the  Hall.) 

The  President — The  Chair  begs  leave,  once  for  all,  to 
etate— and  the  Chair  entreats  the  Convention  to  listen  to 
this  declaration— that  it  is  physically  impossible  for  the 
thair  to  go  on  in  a  contest  with  si.\  hundred  men  as  to 
who  shall  cry  out  loudest;  and  unless  the  Convention 
■  will  come  to  order,  and  gentlemen  take  their  places  and 
proceed  in  order,  the  Oliair  will  feel  bound  in  duty  to 
t.ie  Convention  as  well  as  to  himself,  to  leave  the  chair. 
(.Vpplause.)  The  Chair  will  wait  to  see  whether  it  is  pos- 
b.i)le  to  have  order  in  the  House. 

.Mr.  Samuels,  of  Iowa,  appealed  to  the  Coovention  to 
l.sten  to  a  proposition  of  Mi.  Hunter  of  Louisiana. 

The  President. — The  Chair  will  entertain  no  motion 
until  the  Convention  is  restored  to  order,  and  when  that 
i.H  done,  the  Chair  desires  to  make  another  suggestion  to 
the  Convention.  The  Chair  has  already  stated  that  it  is 
physically  impossible  for  him  to  go  on  with  the  business 
of  the  Convention,  so  long  as  one-half  of  the  members 
are  upon  their  feet  and  engaged  in  clamor  of  one  sort  or 
»nother.  The  Chair  begs  leave  to  repeat  that  he  knows 
lat  one  remedy  for  such  disorder,  and  that  is  for  your 
residing  officer  to  leave  the  chair.  He,  of  course, 
vould  deeply  regret  that  painful  necessity  ;  but  it  would 
e  a  less  evil  than  that  this  incessant  confusion  and  dis- 
order, presenting  such  a  spectacle  to  the  people  of  South 
Carolina,  should  continue  to  prevail  in  tliis  most  honor- 
able body  of  so  many  respectable  gentlemen  of  the  high- 
est standing  in  the  community,  engaged  in  debate'and 
delibera  ion  upon  the  dearest  interests  of  the  country, 
'Applause.) 

It  was  finally  agreed  that  the  vote  should  be 
Aken  the  next  d.iy — or  rather  the  following 
Slonday,  and  the  Convention  adjourned. 

On  Monday  the  oOth,  tlie  President  stated  the 
question  as  follows  : 

The  Convention  wjy  remember  that,  in  the  first 
place,  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  (Mr.  Avery) 
reported  the  resolutions  of  the  majority  of  the  commit- 
tee. Thereupon  the  gentleman  from  Iowa  (Mr.  Samuels) 
moved  an  amendment  to  these  resolutions,  by  striking 
out  all  after  the  word  "  resolved,"  and  to  insert  the 
re.4olutinns  proposed  by  tiim,  in  behalf  of  a  portion  of 
minority  of  the  committee,  .\fter  which,  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Butler)  moved,  in  behalf  of  an- 
other portion  of  the  minority  committee,  to  amend  the 
a'ueadmeut,  by  striking  out  all  after  the  word  "  re- 
»"lved,"  and  inserting  the  proposition  proposed  by  him 
in  behalf  of  that  minority.  The  first  question  will 
t-'o,  therefore,  upon  the  amendment  moved  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  .Massachusetts  (Mr.  Butler).  If  that  amend- 
ment falls,  the  Convention  will  then  come  to  a  vote  upon 
the  amendment  moved  by  the  gentleman  from  Iowa 
(Mr.  Samuels).  If,  however,  the  amendment  of  .Mr. 
Butler  prevails,  then  that  amendment  will  have  taken 
tlie  place  of  the  amendment  moved  by  Mr.  Samuels,  and 


tion  of  citizens  abroad. 

The  vote  was  then  taken  by  States  on  Mr.  Ilutler'a 
amendment,  with  the  following  result ;  yeas  105,  nays 
198: 

IVrt*— Maine,  8 ;  Massachusetts,  B ;  Connecticut,  2( ; 
New-Jersey,  5  ;  Pennsylvania,  10^  ;  Delaware,  3;  Mary- 
land, ^^  ;  Virginia,  I'H  ;  North  Carolina,  10;  tienrgia,  10; 
.Missouri,  41 ;  Tennessee,  11 ;  Kentucky,  9;  Minnesota, 
11  :   Oregon,  3— 105. 

Xiiy^i — Maine,  5;  New-Hampshire,  S;  Vermont,  5; 
Massachusetts,  5;  Rhode  Island,  4;  Connecticut,  SJ  ; 
New-York,  35;  New-,)ersey,  2  ;  Pennsylvania,  lnj  ;  .Mary- 
land,'21  ;  Virginia,  2|  ;  South  Carolina,  8  ;  Florida,  8; 
Alabama,  9;  Louisiana,  6;  Missi.ssippi,  7;  Texas,  4; 
.\rkansas,  4  ;  Missouri,  4| ;  Tennessee,  1  ;  Kentucky,  3; 
Ohio,  28  ;  Indiana,  13  ;  Illinois,  11  ;  Michigan,  6  ;  Wibcou- 
sin,  5;  Iowa,  4  ;  Minnesota,  2)  ;  California,  4— 193. 

So  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

Tiie  minority  report  (that  of  Mr.  Samuels) 
was  then  read,  and,  after  ineffectual  attempti 
to  table  tlie  subject  and  proceed  to  a  nomina- 
tion, the  vote  was  taken  and  the  minority 
report  wis  adopted  as  an  amendment  or  substi- 
tute, as  follows : 

Yens — Maine,  8;  New-Hampshire,  5;  Vermont,  5; 
Massachusetts,  7 ;  Rhode  Island,  4  ;  Connecticut,  6  ;  New- 
V'ork,  35  ;  New-Jersey,  5;  Pennsylvania,  12  ;  Maryland, 
3| ;  Virginia,  1  ;  Missouri,  4  ;  Tennessee,  1  ;  Kentucky, 
21;  Ohio,  23;  Indiana,  13;  Illinois,  11;  Michigan,  6 ; 
Wisconsin,  5  ;  Iowa,  4;  Minnesota,  4—165. 

Xai/>i — Massachusetts,  6;  New-Jersey,  2;  Pennsyl- 
vania, 1.");  Delaware,  3;  Maryland,  H  ;  Virginia,  14  ; 
North  Carolina,  10  ;  South  Carolina,  8  ;  Georgia,  10  ; 
Florida,  3  ;  Alabama,  9  ;  Louisiana,  6  ;  Mississippi,  7  ; 
Te.\as,  4  ;  Arkansas,  4  ;  Missouri,  5  ;  Tennessee,  11  ;  Ken- 
tucky, 9i  ;  California,  4  ;  Oregon,  3—138. 

The  qtiestion  was  then  taken  on  the  adoption 
of  the  report  as  amended,  the  vote  being  taken 
on  each  resolution  separately,  and  with  the  ex- 
ception of  the  one  pledging  the  Democratic 
party  to  abide  by  the  decisions  of  the  Supreme 
Court  on  the  subject  of  Slavery  in  the  Territo- 
ries— which  was  rejected — they  were  adopted 
by  a  vote  which  was  nearly  unanimous. 

The  delegation  from  Alabama,  by  its  Chair- 
man, then  presented  a  written  protest,  signed 
by  all  its  members,  announcing  their  purpose  to 
withdraw  from  the  Convention.  They  were 
followed  by  the  delegations  from  Mississippi, 
Florida,  Texas,  all  the  Louisiana  delegation 
except  two,  all  the  South  Carolina  delegation 
except  three,  three  of  the  Arkansas  delegation, 
two  of  the  Delaware  delegation  (including 
Senator  Bayard)  and  one  from  North  Carolina, 
■    The  order  of  their  withdrawal  was  as  follows  : 

AL.tBAMA   PBOTESTS  AND   WITIIOBAWS. 

Mr.  Walker,  of  Alabama. — Mr.  President,  I  am  In- 
sti'ucted  by  the  Alabama  delegation  to  submit  to  this 
Convention  a  communication,  and,  with  your  permbsion, 
1  will  read  it. 

To  xne  Hos.  C.^lrb  Ccsnrxo, 

J're-ridenl  of  the  Demoeratio  Xational  Conven- 
tion, now  in  iie«ii</n,  in  the  Cily  of  Charleston, 
South  Cttrolina  ; 

Tlie  undersigned  delegates,  representing  the  St.ite  of 
Alabama  in  thU  Convention,  respectfully  beg  leave  to  lay 
before  your  honorable  body  Uie  following  Ktatements  of 
farts : 

On  the  eleventh  day  of  January,  1860,  the  Democratic 
party  of  the  State  of  Alabama  met  in  Convention,  In  the 
city  of  .Montgomerj-,  and  adopted,  with  singuliir  unanl. 
mlty,  a  series  of  resolutions  herewith  8ubmitt<;d : 

1.  RftrJtuI  bi/  the  Demn^nnj  of  thf  SOUf  nf  AMinmn  <n  Con- 
rnuion  nuutnMril,  That  holding  all  Lssues  and  principles  upon 
whlrh  they  have  heretofore  alllliaie.l  an^l  acied  wl.h  the  Na- 
tional l*eiun<;ratlc  I'ariy  lo  h>-  Inferior  in  illk'nKy  and  Irapor- 


the  next  question  will  be  upon  substituting  it  In  the  place  |  lance  to  the  great  question  of  Slavery,  they  content  tbemselTot 
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wi.h  a  general  re-<illirinai.„e  of  ihf.  Cincinnati  platform  as  lo 
B(U-u  issn>-s,  and  also  indorse  said  plailbrm  as  to  fcUvery, 
toyeihin-  with  the  following  resolutions  : 

■J.  Rei-uiied  furUiK)-,  That  we  re-affirm  so  much  of  the  first 
resolution  of  the  platform  adopted  in  the  Convention  by  the 
democracy  of  this  i^tate,  on  the  8th  of  January,  1856,  as 
relates  to  the  subject  of  Slavery,  lowit :  "  The  unqualified 
rifihi  of  the  people  of  the  SlaveholJing  States  to  the  protection 
of  their  property  in  the  Slates,  in  the  Territories,  and  in  the 
wilderness,  iu  which  Territorial  Governments  are  as  yet  unor- 
ganized." ,   , 

3.  Jiesohed  further.  That  In  order  to  meet  and  clear  away  all 
obstacles  to  a  full  enjoyment  of  this  right  in  the  Territories, 
we  re-aQirm  the  principle  of  the  9th  resolution  of  the  Plat- 
form adopted  in  Convention  by  the  Democracy  of  this  State, 
on  the  I4ih  of  February,  1S18,  to  wit :  "  That  it  is  the  duty  of 
the  General  Government,  by  all  proper  legislation,  to  secure 
an  entry  into  those  Territories  to  all  the  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  together  with  their  property  of  every  description,  and 
(hat  the  same  should  be  protected  by  the  United  States  whUe 
the  Territories  are  under  its  authority." 

4.  Rtfolred/arther,  That  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
is  a  compact  between  sovereign  and  co-equal  Slates,  united 
upon  the  basis  of  perfect  equality  of  rights  and  privileges. 

5.  RatolreA further.  That  the  Territories  of  the  United  States 
are  common  property,  in  which  the  States  have  equal  rights, 
and  to  which  the  citizens  of  every  State  may  rightfully  emi- 
grate, with  their  slaves  or  other  property  recognized  as  such 
in  any  of  the  Slates  of  the  Union,  or  by  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  Slates. 

6.  Rexohed  farther.  That  the  Congress  of  the  United  States 
has  no  power  to  abolish  Slavery  in  the  Territories,  or  to  pro- 
hibit its  introduction  into  any  of  them. 

7.  KesoUed  further.  That  the  Territorial  Legislatures,  creat- 
ed by  the  legislalion  of  Congress,  have  no  power  to  abolish 
Slavery,  or  to  prohibit  the  introduction  of  the  same,  or  lo  im- 
pair by  unfriendly  legislation  the  security  and  full  enjoyment 
of  the  same  within  the  Territories  ;  and  such  constitutional 
power  certainly  does  not  belong  to  the  people  of  Ihe  Territo- 
ries in  any  capacity,  before,  iu  the  exercise  of  a  lawful  authori- 
ty, they  form  a  Constitution  preparatory  to  admission  as  a 
State  into  Ihe  Union  ;  and  their  action,  in  the  exercise  of  such 
lawful  authority,  certainly  cannot  operate  or  take  eflect  before 
their  actual  admission  as  a  State  into  the  Union. 

8.  Re.soli-ed further.  That  the  principles  enunciated  by  Chief 
Justice  Taney,  in  his  opinion  in  the  Bred  Scott  case,  deny  to 
the  Territorial  Legislature  Ihe  power  to  destroy  or  impair,  by 
any  legislation  whatever,  the  right  of  property  in  slaves,  and 
maintain  it  to  be  Ihe  duty  of  the  Federal  Government,  in  atl 
of  its  departments,  to  protect  the  rights  of  the  owner  of  such 
property  in  Ihe  Territories  ;  and  the  principles  .so  declared 
are  hereby  asserted  to  be  the  rights  of  the  South,  and  Ihe  South 
Ehould  mainlain  them. 

sr.  Resolcedfurthei;  That  we  hold  all  of  the  foregoing  propo- 
eiiions  lo  contain  oirdimil  principles — true  in  themselves— and 
just  and  proper,  and  necessary  for  the  safety  of  all  that  is 
iear  lo  us  ;  and  we  do  hereby  instruct  our  de'.egates  lo  Ihe 
"Jharlciston  Convention  to  present  them  for  the  calm  consider- 
Hion  and  approval  of  that  body— from  whose  justice  and 
patriotism  we  anticipate  their  adoption. 

10.  RefoUerl  further.  That  our  delegates  to  the  Charleston 
Conveniion  are  hereby  expressly  instructed  to  insist  that  said 
Convention  shall  adopt  a  platform  of  principles,  recognizing 
distinctly  the  righ's  of  the  South,  as  asserted  in  the  foregoing 
resohuions  ;  and  if  the  said  National  Convention  shall  refuse 
to  adopt,  in  substance,  the  propositions  embraced  in  Ihe  pre- 
ceding resoluliotis,  prior  lo  nominating  candidates,  our  dele- 
gates to  said  Convention  are  hereby  positively  instructed  to 
withdraw  therelVom. 

U.  ReMlced  futther.  That  our  delegates  to  the  Charleston 
Convention  shall  cast  the  vote  of  Alabama  as  a  unit,  and  a 
majority  of  our  delegates  shall  determine  how  the  vole  of  this 
Stale  shall  be  given. 

12.  Resolrcil  f'uilhrr,  That  an  Executive  Committee,  to  con- 
sist of  one  from  each  CongresMonal  District,  be  appointed, 
whnsir  dtiiy  it  sn;iU  be,  in  the  event  that  our  delegates  with- 
draw from"  til.',  ('harleson  Convention,  in  obedience  loihe  lO'h 
r.-solution,  to  call  a  ('otivt-n'ion  of  the  Democracy  of  Alabama 
to  iniiet  at  an  early  day  to  consider  what  is  best  lo  be  done. 

Under  these  resolutions,  the  undersigned  received  their 
appointment,  and  participated  in  the  action  of  tliis  Con- 
vention. 

IJy  the  resolution  of  instruction,  the  tenth  in  the  series, 
n  e  were  directed  to  insist  that  the  platform  adopted  by 
this  Convention  should  embody,  "  in  whole,"  the  proposi- 
tions emliruoed  in  the  preceding  resolutions,  prior  to 
nominating  candidtit'S. 

Anxious,  if  ))ossible,  to  continue  our  relations  with  this 
Convention,  and  tlius  to  maintain  the  nationality  of  the 
Democratic  party,  we  agreed  to  accept,  as  the  substance 
jf  tlie  Altibama  platform,  either  of  the  two  reports  sub- 
mitted to  this  Convention  by  the  majority  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  liesolutions — this  majority  representing  not  only 
a  majority  of  the  States  of  the  Union,  but  also  the  only 
?tates  at  all  likely  to  be  carried  by  the  Democratic  party 
in  the  I'resideiitial  election.  We  beg  to  make  these  re- 
ports a  part  of  this  communication. 

[See  lioretofore  the  two  sets  of  resolutions  re- 
ported by  Mr.  Avery.] 

These  leports  receiveil  the  indorsement  in  the  Com- 
Tnitleeon  Ke>nhitions  of  every  Southern  State,  and,  had 
«ilhtr  of  tlieiii  been  adnpted  as  the  platform  of  principles 
of  the   Democratic  party,  although  possibly  in  some  re- 


spects subject  to  criticisiTi,  we  should  not  have  felt  our- 
selves in  duty  bound  to  wittihold  our  acquiescence. 

But  it  has  been  tiie  pleasure  of  this  Convention,  by  an 
almost  exclusive  sectional  vote,  not  representing  a  mti* 
jority  of  the  Democratic  electoral  vote,  to  adopt  a  plat- 
form whicli  does  not,  in  our  opinion,  nor  in  the  opinion 
of  those  who  urge  it,  embody  in  sulistance  the  principles 
of  the  Alabama  resolutions.     That  Platform  is  as  follows  ; 

[Here  follow  Mr.  Samuels' resolutions  as  adop- 
ted.    See  Platform.] 

The  points  of  difference  between  the  Northern  and 
Southern  Democracy  are ; 

1st.  As  regards  the  status  of  Slavery  as  a  political  in- 
stitution in  the  Territories  whilst  they  remain  Territories, 
and  the  power  of  the  people  of  a  Territory  to  exclude  it 
by  unfriendly  legislation  ;  and 

2d.  As  regards  the  duty  of  the  Federal  Government  to 
protect  the  owner  of  slaves  in  the  enjoyment  of  his  pro- 
perty in  the  Territories  so  long  as  they  remain  such. 

This  Convention  has  refused,  by  the  Platform  adopted, 
to  settle  either  of  tliese  propositions  in  favor  of  the  South. 
We  deny  to  the  people  of  a  Territory  any  power  to  legis- 
late against  the  institution  of  Slavery;  and  we  assert 
that  it  is  the  duty  of  the  PVderal  Government,  in  all  its 
departments,  to  protect  the  owner  of  slaves  in  the  enjoy- 
ment of  his  property  in  the  Territories.  These  princi- 
ples, as  we  state  them,  are  embodied  in  the  Alabama 
Platform. 

Here,  then,  is  a  plain,  explicit  and  direct  issue  betvreen 
this  Convention  and  tlie  constituenc}'  whicli  we  have  the 
honor  to  represent  in  this  body. 

Instructed  as  we  aie,  not  to  waive  this  issue,  the  con- 
lingency,  therefore,  has  arisen,  when,  in  our  opinion,  it 
becomes  our  duty  to  withdraw  from  this  Convention, 
We  beg,  sir,  to  communicate  this  fact  through  you,  and 
to  assure  the  Convention  that  we  do  so  in  no  spirit  of 
anger,  but  under  a  sense  of  iinperative  obligation,  pro. 
perly  appreciating  its  responsibilities  and  cheerfully  sub- 
mitting to  its  consequences. 
L.  P.  Walker,  Chairman.  0.  0.  Harper, 
J.  S.  Lyon,  Lewis  H.  Cato, 

John  A.  Winston,  Jno.  W.  Portis, 

Robert  G.  Scott,  F.  G.  Norm  in, 

A.  B.  Mekk,  W.  C.  Gcild, 

J.  R.  Brkarb,  Julil's  C.  B.  Mitchcll, 

H.  D.  Smith,  W.  C.  Shkrroii, 

Jas.  Ikwin,  G.  G  Griffin, 

AV.  L.  Yanxet,  J.  T.  Bradford, 

D.  W.  Baink.  T.  J.  Bdhnktt, 

N.  H.  R.  Dawson,  A.  G.  Henrt, 

R.  M.  Patton,  Wm.  M.  Brooks, 

W.  C.  McIvBR,  R.  Chapman. 

Mr.  Walker  also  presented  a  resolution  to  the 
effect  that  no  other  person  than  the  retiring  dele- 
gates had  any  authority  to  represent  Alabama 
iu  the  Convention. 

The  Alabama  delegation  then  withdrew  from 
the  hall. 

MISSISSIPPI  WITJIDRAVrS. 

Mr.  Barry,  of  Mississippi.— I  am  instructed  by  the 
Mississippi  delegation  lo  slate  that  they  relire  from  the 
Conveniion  with  the  delegation  from  Alabama.  (Cheers.) 
Tliey  have  prepared  a  protest,  which  they  desire  to  sub- 
mit, but  by  accident  it  is  not  now  here.  I  desire  also  to 
state  that  they  have  adopted  unanimously  a  resolution 
that  they  are  the  only  delegates — which  is  uncontested — 
and  that  no  one  is  or  shall  be  authorized  to  represent 
them  in  their  absence  upon  the  floor  of  the  Convention. 
(Cheers.) 

Mr.  Mouton,  of  Louisiana. — Mr.  President,  I  have  but 
a  short  communication  to  make  to  the  Convention.  I  no 
not  do  it  as  an  individual.  1  am  authorized  to  say  by 
the  delegates  represeuiing  Louisiana  in  this  Convention, 
ihtit  they  will  not  participate  any  longer  in  the  proceed- 
ings of  this  Convention.  (Cheers  )  Heretofore  we  h,".vo 
been  in  the  habit  of  saying  that  the  Democracy  of  the 
country  was  harmonious.  (Laughter.)  Can  we  say  so 
to-day  with  any  truth?  Are  we  not  divided,  and  divided 
in  such  a  manner  thnt  we  can  never  be  reconciled,  bo- 
cause  we  are  divided  upcm  priniiple?  Can  we  agree  to 
Ihe  I'hitform  a<lopted  by  the  inajoriiy  of  the  Convention, 
and  then  go  home  to  our  constituents  and  put  one  con- 
struction on  it,  while  Northern  Democrats  put  another? 
No,  Mr.  President,  I  think  I  speak  the  sentiment  of  my 
State  when  I  say  that  she  will  never  pl<y  such  a  part. 
(Cheers)  If  we  are  lo  fight  the  Black  Republicans  to- 
gether, let  us  do  it  with  a  bold  from  ;  let  us  use  the  same 
arms;  let  us  sustain  the  same  principles.     I  was  willinj.'. 
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this  morninp,  in  order  to  <lo  away  with  the  necessity  of 
nil  tlii-se  votes,  an.i  to  aseeri«li.  if  tl.rre  wii-*  a  i!.iij"rlly 
lirre  ready  to  impose  ui-mi  us  such  a  I'latforni— I  was 
willlnit.  n.yself,  that  the  iiiaJTiiy  of  tlieCoiiveniion  should  I 
retire  and  prepare  sucli  »  Plaif..n.i  as  suited  ihein,  and 
to  take  a  T-te  upon  ll,  »iid  if  that  l».atf.>rui  dul  n<.l  give 
IIS  Ihn-e  piiaraiitevs  wliich  we  are  eiitille.l  to  under  the 
Constiluli..n.  llien  we  wouM  have  been  ready  to  do  what 
we  ar-  now  .Lmiir.  The  riatf.r  o  whu-li  the  majority  of 
this  Convention  lias  adopt  d  does  not  pive  us  those  puar- 
anlees  w  Icli  we  an;  entitled  lo  for  the  protection  of  our 
property  in  iheTerrilorie-.  We  wish  to  wear  no  two  faces 
In  this  contest.  We  wish  to  lU'-et  the  B'ack  R.puhlicuns 
with  their  aiionilnalile  d'x-lrine*  b.d.lly  ;  and  if  our  friends, 
the  Democrats  from  the  Free  Slater,  cannot  join  us  ami 
fio'ht  Willi  us,  we  must  fipht  our  own  battle.  We  are  ready 
to'^nieet  the  i«sue  made  by  the  Black  Republicans  like 
men,  but  we  sh..ll  battle  f''r  what  we  conceive  to  be  Hie 
truth,  and  not  r>r  profit.  Kor  these  rea-ons,  I  am  auth..- 
r'i»e<l  by  my  delepalion  to  announce  that  they  withdraw 
from  the  Convention.  At  the  same  time.  I  should  state 
tlie  fact  that  two  of  the  delegation  do  not  join  us  in  tins 
movement.  (Loud  cheers  )  At  the  same  time,  I  should 
rtHte  that  those  who  sent  us  here  insirude  1  us  to  vote  as 
a  unit  an.l  we  contend,  therc''ore,  th.it  we  are  entitled  to 
five  the  wh-le  vole  of  the  State,  and  that  no  one  else  is 
entitled  to  give  it  or  to  divide  it, 

Mr.  Mouton  made  some  adtVitiotial  remarks, 
butowin_'  to  tlie  coiifiision  which  prevailed  in 
the  hall,  the  reporter  was  unable  to  hear  them. 

Mr   Glenn    of  Mississippi.— Mr.  President  and   gentle- 
men of  this  Convention:  Kor  the  first  time,  for  the  only 
time,  for  the  last  time,  in  the   name  of  the  Slate  that  I 
have  the  honor  in  part  to  represent  here,  I  desire  to  say 
but  H  f-w  words  to  this  Convention.     I  hold   in  my  hand 
the  solemn  act  of  her  delegation   upon  this  floor,  and  I 
say  to  you,  gentlemen,  that  it  is  not  a  hasty  action;  that 
It  i'  not  one  o^nceived  in  passion,  or  carried  out  in  caprice 
or  disappointment.     It  is  the  firm   resolve  of  the  great 
body  of  the    people  wlmm    we    represent,  which  was    ex- 
preyed  in  the  Conveniioii  that  sent  us  here,  and  that  re- 
»olve.    Ihat    peopl  •,  and    we.    their   representativf,   will 
maiDtnin  at  all  cost  and  at  all  haiards.     (Loud  cheers.) 
We  came  here  not  to  dictate  to  the  repre.<entatives  of 
other  sovereign  Stale".     Since  we  have  been  her.-,  our  in- 
tercourse has  been  courteous  so  far  as  personalities  are 
conrerned.     We    have  all  sought,  and  I  believe  have  all 
been  able,  to  conduct  nurselve-'  as  gentlemen.     But  we  did 
p..t  come  here   ti>  exercise   the   courtesies  of  life   alone. 
We  came  to  settle  the  principles  upon  which  our  party 
must  rest  and  n.ust  stand      We  came  here,  gentlemen  of 
the  North,  not  to  ask  yo.i  to  a.lopl  a  principle  which  you 
could  «ay  WM"  oppieed  to  your  consciences  and  to   your 
p'iiici.le-'.     <Ve  ilid  ni.t  belbve  it  to  be  so.     We  came  as 
equal  members  of  a  common  confederacy,  siniply  to  a«k 
ynu  to  a.-knowledpe  our  equal  rights  within  that  confede- 
racy.    (Ciieers.i     Sir,  at  Cncinoati  we  adopted  a  Plat- 
f.rm  on  which  we  all  agreed.     N'W  answer   me,  ye  men 
of  the  .North,  of  the  Enst,  of  the  South,  and  of  the  West, 
what  was  the  construction  (daced  upon  that   Platform  in 
diff-reiii  seciions  of  the  Union  ?     You  at  the  West  said  it 
meant  one  thing   we  of  the  South  ?ai<l   it  meant  another. 
Either  we  were  rigbi  or  you  were   right ;  we  were  wronc 
or  you  were  wronir.     W-  came  here  to  ask  y^  u  which  was 
risht  and  which  was  wrong.     You  have  maintained  y^ur 
position.     You  say  that  you  cannot  give   us  an   ackiiow- 
ledrmetit   of  that    rigiit,  which   I  tell   you   here   now.  In 
coming  lime  will    t)e   your  only  safety  in   your   contests 
wi'h  the   Black  Repub'licans   of  Ohio  and  of  the  North. 
(Ch-ers.) 

Why.  sir,  turn  back  to  the  hi«tory  of  your  own  leading 
men-  There  sits  a  di-tingulshed  gentleman,  (Hon.  Chnrle-' 
K.  Stuart,  of  Michigan,!  once  a  representative  of  one  of 
the  sovereign  Stales  of  the  Union  In  the  Senate,  who 
then  voted  ihat  Congress  had  the  constitutional  power  to 
pass  the  Wilmot  Proviso,  ami  to  exclude  Slavery  from  the 
Terriiories;  and  now.  when  the  Supreme  Court  has  said 
that  it  ha<  not  that  p»wer,  he  mnies  forward  and  tells 
Mi-isi'sippians  t!ial  that  same  Congress  is  impotent  to 
prot4fct  that  same  species  of  property.  There  sits  my 
di«iingui-hed  friend,  the  Senator  from  Ohio,  (Mr.  Pugh,) 
who,  lint  a  few  nights  since,  to'il  us  from  Ihat  stand  that 
if  a  Territorial  G  'Vernment  totally  misused  their  power? 
nr  abused  tliein.  Congress  could  wipe  out  that  Territorial 
Oovernmei.t  altogether.  And  yet,  when  we  come  here 
nnd  ask  hiT'i  to  give  us  protection  in  case  that  Territorial 
O.. Vernment  r-bs  us  of  our  property  and  strikes  the  star 
whieh  answers  to  the  name  of  Mississippi  from  the  flag  of 
ihe  U  i'lii,  f<  f^r  as  tlie  C-institiition  gives  her  protection, 
he  ..■);s  u<,  with  his  hand  up-n  his  h^-ari  — a?  Gov.  Payne, 
c.f  Ohio,  had  bef..re  done — that  they  will    part  with  their 


Ures  before  they  will  acknowledge  the  principle  which  we 
contend  for. 

Gentlemen,  in  such  a  situation  of  things  in  Ihe  Conven- 
tion of  our  great  party,  it  Is  rig  .1  that  we  should  paru 
Go  your  way,  and  we  will  go  ours.  The  South  leaves  yon 
—  not  like  Hagar,  driven  into  the  wildernos,  friendless 
and  alone— but  I  tell  Soulhern  men  here,  and  for  them,  1 
tell  tlie  North,  that,  in  less  li.an  sixty  day-,  ynu  rill  Dud 
a  united  South  slaiulitig  si.le  by  side  with  us.  (Prolonged 
and  ent)iu>iu^lic  cheering  ) 

We  stanii  firm  and  immovable,  and  while  we  respect 
you,  we  must  respect  ourselves.  And,  genlleinen,  let  me 
say  to  you  .'f  the  North  now,  that  the  lime  may  come 
when  you  will  need  us  more  than  we  neeil  you.  I  speak 
to  those  who  represent  ''  the  green  hills  of  New  Kngland  ;" 
I  speak  to  the  "'imperial  center  "of  the  Union.  There 
slumbers  in  your  midst  a  latent  spark— not  of  puliiical 
sectionalism,  but  of  social  discord— which  may  yet  re- 
quire the  conservative  principles  of  the  Siuth  to  save 
y.iur  region  of  country  fr^iii  anarchy  and  confusion. 
We  need  not  your  protection.  The  power  of  the  Black 
Republicans  is  nothing  to  us.  We  are  safe  in  our  own 
strength  and  security,  so  long  as  we  maintain  our  rights. 

Gentlemen,  I  have  detained  you  too  long.  I  a«k,  in 
conclusion,  that  the  few  words  which  are  here  written  — 
words  of  courtesy,  but  words  of  truth  so  far  as  my  glori- 
ous Stale  is  concerned — may  be  read  In  your  hearing. 

Mr.  Mafhew.-s,  of  Mississippi,  thoti  read  the 
foUowiiis:  docuiiieiit. 


To  the  Premdent  of  His  Democratic  Convention  : 

Sir  :  As  Chairman  of  the  delegation,  which  has  the 
honor  to  represent  the  Stale  of  Mississippi  upon  this 
floor,  I  desire  to  be  heard  by  you  and  by  the  Convention. 
In  common  consultation  we  have  met  here,  Ihe  repre- 
sentatives of  sister  States,  to  resolve  the  principles  of  a 
great  party.  While  maintaining  principles,  we  profess 
no  spirit  save  that  of  harmony,  conciliation,  the  success 
of  our  party,  and  the  safety  of  our  organiiation.  But  to 
the  former  the  latter  must  yield — for  no  organization  is 
valuable  without  it,  and  no  success  is  honorable  which 
does  not  crown  it. 

We  came  here  simply  asking  a  recognition  of  the  equal 
rights  of  our  State  under  the  laws  and  Constitution  of  our 
common  Government;  that  our  right  to  properly  should 
lie  asserted,  and  the  protection  of  that  property,  when 
necessary,  should  be  yielded  by  the  Governiiieiit  which 
claims  our  allegiance.  We  had  regarded  government 
and  protection  as  correlative  ideas,  and  that  so  long  aa 
the  one  was  maintained  the  other  still  endured. 

After  a  deliberation  of  many  days,  it  has  been  an- 
nounced to  us  by  a  controlling  majority  of  Keprcenta- 
lives  of  nearly  one-half  the  States  of  this  Union,  and  that 
too,  in  the  mo>t  solemn  and  impressive  manner,  that  our 
demand  cannot  be  met  and  our  rights  cannot  be  recog- 
niied.  While  ll  is  granted  that  the  capacity  of  the 
Federal  Government  is  ample  to  protect  all  other  pro- 
perty within  its  jurisdiction,  it  is  claimed  to  be  Impotent 
when  called  upon  to  act  in  favor  of  a  species  of  property 
recognized  in  fifteen  sovereign  States.  Within  those 
Stales,  even  Black  Republicans  admit  it  to  be  guaranteed 
by  the  Constitution,  and  to  be  only  assailed  by  a  Higher 
Law;  without  them,  they  claim  the  power  to  prohibit  or 
ilestroy  it.  Thecontroling  majority  of  Northern  repre- 
sentatives on  this  floor,  while  they  deny  all  power  to 
■lestroy,  equally  deny  all  power  to  protect ;  and  tiiis,  they 
assure* us,  is,  and  must,  and  shall  be  the  condition  of  our 
coijper  ition  in  the  next  Presidential  election. 

In  this  dlate  of  affairs,  our  duly  Is  plain  and  obvioas. 
The  State  which  sent  us  here,  announced  to  us  her  prin- 
cipes.  In  c<immon  with  seventeen  of  her  sister  States, 
she  has  asked  a  recognition  of  her  Constitutional  rights. 
These  have  been  plainly  and  explicitly  denied  to  her. 
We  have  offered  lo  yield  everything  except  an  abandon- 
ment of  her  rights — everything  except  her  honor — and 
it  has  availed  us  nothing. 

As  the  Representatives  of  Mississippi,  knowing  her 
wishes — as  honorable  men,  regarding  her  command-* — we 
withdraw  from  the  Convention,  and,  as  far  as  our  action 
is  concerned,  absolve  her  from  all  connection  with  this 
boily,  and  all  responsibility  for  its  action. 

To  you,  sir,  as  presiding  officerof  the  Convention  while 
It  has  existed  in  its  Integrity,  we  desire,  collectively  as  a 
delegation,  and  Individually  as  men,  to  tender  the  highest 
assurances  of  our  profound  respect  and  cnnsideration. 

Signed  :  D.  C.  Glen,  Chairman  of  the  Mississippi  dele- 
gation; George  H.  Gordon,  James  Drnne,  Beverly 
Mathews.  J.  T.  Slmms,  Jo-^eph  R.  Davi-*,  W.  S.  Wil-on, 
Isaac  Enloe,  Charles  Kdward  Hooker,  W.  H.  II.  Tison, 
Klhelbert  Barksdale,  W.  d.  Barry,  J.  M.  Thomson. 

Mr.  Mathews  theti  announced  that  a  meeting 
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of  all  those  wlio  syinpaihized  with  them  in  this 
nioveincut  would  be  held  at  S  o'clock  this  even- 
ing, in  St.  Andrew's  Hall. 

The  Mississippi  delegation  then  withdrew  from 
the  Convention. 

SOUTH    CAROLINA    WITODRAWS. 

Thii  H<  n.  James  Simons,  of  South  Carolina  —Mr.  Pre- 
sident, I  am  directed  by  the  delegation  from  South  Caro- 
lina re>pecifully  to  present  tlie  following  document. 
To  THE  Hon.  Caleb  Ccshing, 

President  of  the  Charleston  Convention  : 
We,  the  undersigned  Delegates  appointed  by  the  Detno- 
cratic  State  Convention  of  South  Carolina,  beg  leave  re- 
gpectfuUy  to  state  that,  according  to  the  principles  enunci- 
ated in  their  Platform  at  Columbia,  the  power,  either  of 
the  Federal  Government  or  of  its  agent,  the  Territo- 
rial Government,  to  abolish  or  legislate  against  property 
in  slaves,  by  either  direct  or  indirect  legislation,  is  especi- 
ally denied ;  and  as  the  Platform  adopted  by  the  Conven- 
tion palpably  and  intentionally  prevents  any  expression 
affirming  the  incapacity  of  the  Territorial  Government  so 
to  legislate,  that  they  would  not  be  acting  in  good  faith  to 
their  principles,  or  in  accordance  with  the  wishes  of  their 
constituents,  to  longer  remain  in  this  Convention,  and 
they  hereby  respectfully  announce  their  withdrawal  there- 
from. 
James  Simons,  Thos.  Y.  Simons, 

S.  McGowAN,  Jas.  Patterson, 

B.  H.  Wilson,  B.  H.  Brown, 

R.  B.  BoTLSToN,  J.  A.  Metts, 

Jas.  H.  Wituerspoon,  John  S.  Preston. 

E.  W.  Charles,  Franeland  Gaillard. 

G.  N.  Reynolds,  Jr. 

The  reading  of  this  paper  was  greeted  with 

frequ'^iit  bursts  of    most  enthusiastic  cheering 

on  the  floor  and  in  the  galleries. 

I  am  further  instructed  to  say,  th.at  the  communication 
is  .signed  by  all  the  delegation  but  three  members. 

The  South  Carolina  delegation  then  withdrew 
from  the  Convention  amidst  loud  cheering. 

FLORIDA    RETIRES. 

Mr.  Milton,  of  Florida. — Mr.  President :  Representing 
the  State  of  Florida,  it  is  with  feelings  of  sadness  that  I 
present  myself  before  you  to  bid  adieu  to  the  men  of 
talent  and  men  of  high  and  noble  feelings  from  the  North 
and  West,  who  have  met  us  here  upon  this  occasion. 
But  differences  have  arisen  between  us  which,  as  honor- 
able men,  we  cannot  adjust.  It  has  been  asked,  time  and 
again,  why  we  should  invite  gentlemen  from  the  North- 
west, the  North  and  the  East,  to  come  and  occupy  higher 
ground  than  we  did  when  we  stood  together  and 
triumphed  on  the  Cincinnati  Platform?  Since  that  time, 
gentlemen,  according  to  your  own  report,  a  mighty 
power  hiis  arisen  in  your  midst,  deriving  much  of  its 
sirenglh  and  sup|)ort  from  the  Democrats  of  the  North. 
I  allude  to  the  Black  Republican  party — a  party  which 
promulgates  to  the  country  that  they  have  a  higher  law, 
a  law  known  only  to  themselves — I  hope  not  known  to 
you — but  superior  to  the  Constitution.  And,  gentlemen, 
let  me  tell  you  tliat  we  came  here  expecting  to  be  met 
hand  in  hand,  and  heart  in  heart,  and  to  have  formed  a 
line  shoulder  to  shoulder  with  you  to  drive  back  this 
swelling  tide  of  fanaticism.  But,  gentlemen,  how  have 
we  been  met  by  you?  1  am  proud  to  say  that  we  have 
been  met  with  high-toned  generosity  by  Oregon  and  Cali- 
fornia. (Cheers.)  I  am  proud  to  say  that  supporters  of 
our  claim  for  equal  rightjs  have  boldly  presented  them- 
selves from  the  good  old  State  of  Pennsylvania.  (Cheers.) 
While  we  have  entertained  great  respect  for  your  talent 
and  integrity,  yet  we  bid  adieu  to  you  of  the  Northwest 
without  so  much  feeling  of  regret,  as  you  have  hardened 
your  hearts  and  stiffened  your  necks  against  the  rights  of 
the  South.  (Cheers  and  laughter.)  But,  we  say  to  you, 
gentlemen  from  Oregon  and  California,  and  Pennsylvania 
and  otiier  States,  who  have  come  forward  with  the  hand 
of  fellow-hip,  that  we  part  from  you  with  feelings  of 
heartft'lt  sorrow. 

Mr.  Randall,  of  Pennsylvania. — And  New-Jersey. 

Mr.  Milton. — I  did  not  forget  New-Jersey,  nor  could  I 
forget  Massachusetts.  My  remark  was  general.  Where- 
ever  and  whenever  a  gentlemen  frora  the  North,  the 
East  c)r  the  West,  has  had  the  manliness  to  rise  up  ami 
vindicate  our  rights,  our  hearts  have  been  at  his  com- 
mand.    (Cheers.) 

We  thank  you,  gentlemca,  for  the   courtesies  we  have 


received  aniongst  you,  and  which  we  have  returned  icith 
the  kindest  feelings-of  our  hearts.  We  part  frora  you 
without  any  unkind  feeling.  We  respect  you  as  gentle- 
men, but  differing,  as  we  do,  upon  principles  vital  to  ou« 
most  sacred  interests,  in  the  same  spirit  of  wisdom  and 
affection  which  caused  Abraham  and  Lot  to  pass  on,  one 
in  one  direction  and  the  other  in  a  different  one,  we  bid 
you  a  most  respectful  adieu.  (Loud  cheers.)  One  more 
remark,  and  I  have  done.  The  delegation  from  the  State 
of  Florida  has  unanimously  passed  a  resolution  that  no 
one  is  authorized,  when  we  shall  retire,  to  represent 
Florida  in  this  Convention.  I  confess,  in  all  frankness, 
that  I  deem  the  resolution  wholly  unnecessary,  because 
I  believe  there  is  too  high  a  sense  of  honor  amongst  gen- 
tlemen liere  from  the  North,  and  the  East,  and  the  West, 
to  permit  any  man  to  skulk  in  here  to  represent  Florida. 
Mr.  Eppes,  of  Florida,  then  read  the  following  protesta- 
tion : 

To  the  Hon.  Caleb  Cpshing, 

President  of  the  Democratic  National  CowBention  ; 

The  undersigned.  Democratic  delegates  from  the  State 
of  Florida,  enter  this  their  solemn  protest  against  the 
action  of  the  Convention  in  voting  down  the  Platform  of 
the  majority. 

Florida,  with  hei' Southern  sisters,  is  entitled  to  a  clear 
and  unambiguous  recognition  of  her  rights  in  the  Terri- 
tories, and  this  being  refused  by  the  rejection  of  the 
majority  report,  we  protest  against  receiving  the  Cincin- 
nati Platform  with  the  interpretation  that  it  favors  the 
doctrine  of  Squatter  Sovereignty  in  the  Territories— 
which  doctrine,  in  the  name  of  the  people  represented  by 
us,  we  repudiate. 

T.  J.  Eppes,  B.  P.  Wardlaw,  John  Milton,  J.  B.  Owens, 
C.  F.  Dyke,  delegates  from  Florida. 

The  delegates  from  Florida,  before  retiring,  have 
unanimously  adopted  the  following  Resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  no  person,  not  a  regularly  appointed 
delegate,  has  a  right  to  cast  the  vote  of  the  State  ot 
Florida  in  this  Convention. 

John  Milton,  Chairman  of  Delegation. 

TEXAS  withdraws. 

Mr.  Bryan,  of  Texas,  who  was  received  with  loud  cheers, 
said  :  Mr.  President  and  gentlemen  of  the  Convention — 
Texas,  through  her  delegates  on  this  floor,  on  the  land  of 
Calhoun,  where  "truth,  justice  and  the  Constitution" 
was  proclaimed  to  the  South,  says  to  the  South — this  day 
you  stand  erect.  (Loud  cheers.)  Whilst  we  deprecate 
the  necessity  which  calls  for  our  parting  with  the  dele- 
gates from  the  other  States  of  this  Confederacy,  yet  it  is 
an  event  that  we,  personally,  have  long  looked  to.  Edu- 
cated in  a  Northern  College,  I  there  first  learned  that 
there  was  a  North  and  a  South  ;  there  were  two  literary 
Societies,  one  Northern  and  the  other  Southern.  In  the 
Churches,  the  Methodist  Church,  the  Baptist  Church,  the 
Presbyterian  Church,  are  North  and  South.  Gentlemen 
of  the  North  and  Northwest,  God  grant  that  there  may 
be  but  one  Democratic  party  !  It  depends  upon  your 
action,  when  you  leave  here,  whether  it  shall  be  so.  Give 
not  aid  and  comfort  to  the  Black  Republican  hosts  ;  but 
say  to  the  South,  "  You  are  our  equals  in  this  Confederacy, 
and  your  lives,  your  persons  and  property,  equally  wiih 
those  of  the  Northern  States,  are  protected  by  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  Federal  Union."  What  is  it  that  we,  the 
Southern  Democrats,  are  asking  you  to  acknowledge? 
Analyze  it  and  see  the  meaning  ;  and  it  is  this — that  we 
will  not  ask  quite  as  much  of  you  as  the  Black  Republi- 
cans, and  if  you  only  grant  what  we  ask,  we  can  fight 
them.  We  blame  you  not  if  you  really  hold  these  opinions, 
but  declare  them  openly,  and  let  us  separate,  as  did 
Abraham  and  Lot.  I  have  been  requested  to  read  this 
protest  on  the  part  of  the  delegates  from  Texas,  and  to 
ask  the  courtesy  of  the  Convention  that  it  be  spread  upon 
the  minutes  of  its  proceedings. 

Hon.  Caleb  CrsHiNO, 
President  of  the  Democratic  National  Cowvention  : 
The  undersigned,  delegates  from  the  State  of  Texas, 
would  respectfully  protest  against  the  late  action  of  thia 
Convention,  in  refusing  to  adopt  the  report  of  the  majority 
of  the  Committee  on  Resolutions,  which  operates  as  the 
virtual  adoption  of  principles  affirming  doctrines  in  oppo- 
sition to  the  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  in  the  Dred 
Scott  case,  and  in  conflict  with  the  Federal  Constitution, 
and  especially  opposed  to  the  platform  of  the  Democratic 
party  of  Texas,  which  declares : 

Ist.  That  the  Democratic  party  of  the  State  of  Texas 
reaffirm  and  concur  in  the  principles  contained  in  the 
platform  of  the  National  Democratic  Convention,  held  at 
Cincinnati  in  June,  1S56,  as  a  true  expression  of  political 
faith  and  of'mon,  and  herewith  reassert  and  set  fqj-th  the 
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pHnci[>l-s  theroin  coi.taiiir.l,  us  cinliraoins  t.'io  only  iloc- 
trirn;  wliirli  o;m  prt-sorve  (lie  iiito(;rily  of  llio  I'liUin  iiml 
l!i«  eiUKil  riiftits  of  tlie  States,  "  cxinos.oly  rojcctiiij;  any 
iiiterpri-taliou  tliereof  fiivoriug  the  tloctriiie  known  us 
8<(Uat(.-r  S<jverfi;rnty,"  and  tliiit  we  will  continue  to  nd- 
here  to  anil  iihiile  I'y  the  i>rinoi|ilfS  iiml  doctriiu-s  of  the 
Virginia  an.l  Kentucky  resolutions  of  1V9S  and  IT'J'J  and 
Mr.  Madison's  report  relative  thereto. 

•Al.  That  it  Ls  the  ritrlit  of  eiery  citizen  to  take  liis 
property,  of  any  kind,  including  slaves,  into  the  commoc  ' 
territory  ljelon(.'in>;  equally  to  all   the  Stales  of  the  Con-  ; 
foiieraey,  and  lo  have  it  protected  there  under  the  Federal  ! 
C-<>ii3titii'.ion.     Neither  t"onj:res«  nor  a  Territorial  Legisla- 
ture, nor  any  human  power,  has  any  authority,  either  i 
directly  or  indirectly,  to  impair  these  sacred  ri(;htd ;  and 
they  having'  been  ailirmed  by  the  decision  of  the  Supreme  | 
Court  iu  the  /fretl  Scott  case,  we  declare  that  it  is  the  ; 
duty  of  the  Kederal  fJovernment,  the  common  a^ent  of  all 
the  StHt<?s,  to  establb^li  such  (government,  and  enact  such  ] 
laws  for  l!ie  Territories,  and  so  change  the  same,  from  \ 
time  to  time,  as  may  he  necessary  to  insure  the  protection 
and  preservatiou  of  these  rij;hls,  and  prevent  every  in- 
fringement of  the  same.     The  allirmation  of  this  principle 
of  the  duty  of  Conjrress  to  simply  protect  the  ri^'hts  of  pro- 
perty, is  nowise  in  contlict  with  the  heretofore  established 
and  well-or;:anized  prinoipK-s  of  the   Democratic   party, 
that   I'oUKress   does   not   possess   the   power  to  le^iislate 
Slaver.v  into  the  Territories,  or  to  e.vclude  it  therefrom. 

Keco>,'niziiif;  these  declarations  of  i)rincipli-s  as  instruc- 
tions to  us  for  our  jfovernnieiit  in  the  National  Convention, 
and  believing;  that  a  repudiation  of  them  by  all  the 
Northern  Stateji,  except  tlie  noble  States  of  Oregon  and 
California,  the  whole  vote  of  which  is  more  than  doubtful 
in  the  ensuing/  Presidential  election,  demand  from  us  our 
unqualilied  disapproval. 

The  undei-si^'iieil  do  not  deem  this  the  place  or  time  to 
discuss  tiie  practical  illustration  that  has  been  given  of  the 
Irrepressible  conllict  b-tween  the  Northern  and  Southern 
Stiites,  that  has  prevailed  in  this  Convention  for  tlie  last 
week. 

It  is  sufficient  to  say  tliat,  if  the  principles  of  the 
Northern  Democracy  are  properly  represented  by  the 
opinion  atul  action  of  tiie  majority  of  the  delegates  from 
that  srclioii  on  thU  Hoor,  we  do  not  hesitate  to  ileclare 
that  their  [.riticiples  are  not  only  not  ours,  but,  if  adhered 
to  and  enforced  by  thiin,  will  destroy  this  I'nion. 

In  cotisid.'ratiin  of  the  foregoing  facts,  we  cannot 
remain  in  the  Convention.  We  conseijuently  respectfully 
withdraw,  leaving  no  one  authorized  lo  cast  the  vote  of  the 
Btatc  of  Texas. 

(iuv  M.  Jirvan,  Chairman;  F.  R.  Lubbock,  F.  S.  Stock- 
dale,  E.  Creer,  11.  il.  Kunnells,  \Vm.  H.  Ochiltree,  M.  W. 
Covey,  Wm.  11.  Taraoiis,  K.  Ward,  J.  F.  Crosby. 

AKKANS.VS    RKTir.ES. 

Mr.  lliinow,  of  Ai-kansas,  read  the  following 
protest. 

HOX.  ClLKB  Ccsiiiso, 

PreHflent  of  Cliarle«ton.  Convention  : 

The  undvrsiimed,  delegates  accr'.'dited  by  the  Demo- 
crac.v  of  Arkansas  lo  represent  said  Democracy  in  the 
Convention  of  the  Democracy  of  the  I'nitcd  States,  assem- 
bled on  the  "J^Jil  .\pril,  l5tit),  beg  leave  to  submit  the  follow- 
ing protest,  against  certain  actions  of  this  Convention, 
an<I  stiitement  of  the  causes  which,  in  their  opinion,  require 
them  lo  retire  from  this  Convention  : 

Isl.  The  Convention  of  the  Democracy  of  the  State  of 
Arkausiis,  convened  at  Little  Kock  on  the  "Jd  day  of  April, 
1861),  passed  among  other  things,  the  following  resolutions, 
▼Iz.  : 

l»L  RrMtlrfiX,  We  Ihft  D-mocra'-y  of  Artttns.ns,  through  our 
rpprcseii!aiive«  In  Couveniion  asse'mbl'-rl,  pnwlalm  our  ■■oiitl- 
dence  In  Ihe  vlnu'-  ani  l!i!elll:;pnoe  of  ihi"  people,  and  uu- 
abaieil  fil'.h  In  th'>  prlrulpl..,  ofihi-  Dfniocracv. 

•31.  \Vi-  re  allirm  III.-  poliilial  prin(l()b-s  fnunrlatod  In  Ihe 
Cincinnati  nl.iiforrn  by  the  I)-mocracy  of  the  Unllsd  Stales 
fn  June.  l&Vi.  an  1  ais.-rt  .is  lUusira'lve  thereof,  Uiat  nrliher 
OjDnress  nor  a  T^-rrliorUI  l.eslslature.  uheih'T  by  dlrei-t 
legislation  or  by  b-gl-<Utio.n  of  an  InliriTl  anI  uiifrleixfly  rhir 
acter,  possesses  tJie  powT  lo  a'lnnl  or  Imjiair  ihe  ioM'.'iii'i<ir,.il 
rights  of  any  ol;iziMi  of  ihe  Inlied  .>»iates  lo  lak-  ht-i  A\--  ■  •>> 
prr'.y  into  ilie  (oniinoii  TiTrito.-te.s.  and  ihere  h'-  ■<< 

thf  ■uim  ■.  a:i  1  ihat  if  i-inerieupM  shonl  1  at  any  w: 

Julleiary  an  1 'iii-onii'.-e  power  do  not  posses';  til  i 

sure  pro'ee-ion  lo  eo.islitn'lonal  rishh!  In  a  TeirKurv-itnl  If 
the  Terriioriil  Uovernment  should  fall  or  refuse  lo  pro.-|d- 
Ih'!  nec<Mi8.*ry  rerae  lies  for  that  purpose.  It  will  be  Uie  -luty  of 
Congress  to  supply  the  defir-ien'V. 

3<1  Thi'  'h'»  r-pr's'-i'a'.ives  of  the  Demorraey  of  Arkansf 
In    '  ition  he  iri'i-raciefl  to  insist  ii,(o:i    he 

re-  ••n'ion  of  ihe  p'irpose  h-T'-Li  -ef^.-e 

de--.  ,ii;  for  any  candll^te  for  the  Pr'*-»l 

deaoy  ■  ai.  i  a  -all  <  <,i,vr,'ion  refiLse  to  rceo.'ui/.e 'he  rii;lits 
\i  the  Soiiih  in  the  Territories  of  the  United  Sinies,  the  repro- 


sent.itlveg  of  the  Demooraey  of  .\rkansas  he  Instructed  10 
reilre  from  salil  I'tniveniion,  and  refuse  to  aiil  in  Ihe  selection 
of  atiy  eanili'laie  whomsoever  by  saM  i'oiivenilon. 

4ili.  1  hat  ih''  iinl:y  of  ihe  llenioeralle  party  and  the  safety 
of  die  .■MMiili  ileiiuiiiiia  ihe  H'lopiioii  of  Ihe  two  ihlnls  rule  I'V 
thi^  I'harleslon  Convention  of  the  Democracy  of  Ihe  I'nll.d 
Siaii's,  and  tiiat  our  d  •!  -gales  lo  said  Convenilon  be  reijuirej 
to  Insist  upon  and  maln'jkln  Ihe  uiloption  thereof  as  an  Indis- 
pensable lii-eeNHlly. 

In  accordance  with  the  In.sfructlons  contained  In  resolu- 
tion 3d  above,  one  of  the  undersigned  had  the  honor,  on 
the  second  day  of  the  session  of  this  Ciuiveiition,  to  oiler 
to  the  consideration  of  this  Convention  the  following  res<^ 
lutlon,  viz. : 

"  Jirntlifl,  Thai  Ihe  Co  n-"n'lo:i  will  not  nroceed  lo  nond- 
nale  a  oandi>ia>e  for  di  I'reslieney  until  Uie  Platform  shall 
luive  been  lua'le  " — 

Which  said  resolution  was  pa.«sed  by  the  Convention  with 
great  unaniinity.  Subseiiuenlly,  the  Committee  on  Ke.o- 
lulions  and  I'li^tform,  appointed  b.v  the  Convention,  in  ac- 
conlance  with  the  usages  and  customs  of  the  Demoiratic 
party  of  the  Cnited  Slates,  agreeil  upon  and  reportcu  to 
this  Convention  a  jilatfoi 111  of  principles,  recognizing  the 
principle  contained  in  the  resolnlions  St  the  Democrac.v  of 
Arkansas,  above  recited,  and  fully  asserting  the  eiiual 
rights  of  the  Southern  States  in  the  co.o^non  Territories  of 
the  fnited  States,  and  the  duty  of  tlie  Federal  Govern- 
ment to  protect  those  rights  when  necessary,  according  to 
the  usages  and  customs  of  the  Democracy  of  the  United 
Slates,  as  developeil  by  the  practice  of  said  Democracy  as- 
sembled in  Convention  on  former  occasions,  and  in  strict 
accordance,  as  is  believed  by  Ihe  undersigned,  with  the 
compact  and  agreement  made  by  and  between  the 
Democrats  of  the  several  Slates,  upon  which  the  Con- 
ventions of  the  Democracy  of  the  United  Slates  were 
agreed  first  to  be  foundeil,  and  assented  to  by  the 
several  Southern  States.  The  report  and  determination 
of  the  Committee  on  I'latform  became  and  was  hencefor- 
ward the  platform  of  the  Democrticy  of  the  United 
States,  and  this  Convention  had  no  duty  to  jierform  in  re- 
lation thereto  but  to  receive,  confirm  and  publish  the 
same,  and  cause  it  to  be  carried  into  elfect  wherever  iu 
the  respective  States  the  Democracy  were  able  to  enforce 
their  decrees  at  the  ballot  box. 

The  undersigned  are  confirmed  in  this  opinion  by 
reference  not  only  to  the  history  of  the  past,  w;hich 
shows  that  in  all  instances  the  sovereignty  of  the  States, 
and  not  the  electoral  votes  of  the  States,  has  unifunnly 
been  represented  in  the  Committee  on  I'latforiiis,  and 
that  the  report  of  the  Committee  has  invariably  been 
registered  as  the  supreme  law  of  the  Democratic  party  by 
unanimous  consent  of  the  entire  Convention,  without 
changing  or  in  any  manner  altering  an.v  part  or  portion 
thereof.  It  is  asserted,  as  a  pari  of  our  traditional  i)olicy, 
and  confidently  believed,  that  the  Democracy  of  iho 
United  States,  by  a  iieculiar  system  of  checks  and 
balances,  formed  after  the  fa.shion  of  the  Federal  Govtru- 
ment,  were  contracted  and  bound  themselves  to  fully 
recognize  the  sovereignty  of  the  States  in  making  the 
platform,  and  the  population  or  masses  of  the  States  in 
naming  the  candidate  lo  be  placed  on  the  platfonn.  That 
many  States  have  been  uniformly  allowed  to  vote  the  full 
strength  of  their  electoral  college  in  these  Conventions 
when  it  was  well  known  that  said  Stales  never  heretofore, 
and  probably  would  never  hereafter  give  a  single  elec- 
toral vole  at  the  polls  lo  the  candidate  which  they  had  go 
large  a  share  in  nominating,  cannot  be  accounted  for  on 
any  other  principle  than  that  it  was  intended  only  as  a 
recognition  of  the  sovereignty  and  equality  of  said  States. 

Would  it  be  right  at  this  time  for  the  numerical  majo- 
rity to  deprive  all  the  lilack  Uepublican  Stales  repre- 
sented on  this  floor  of  their  representation,  which  by 
custom  they  have  so  long  enjoyed,  simply  because  it  U 
now  evident  that  they  are  or  will  be  unable  to  vote  the 
Democratic  ticket  in  the  next  Presidential  election? 

By  common  consent  we  say  that  a  reckless  numerical 
majority  should  not  be  thus  allowed  to  tread  under  foot 
the  vested  riglils  of  those  Slates  and  well  established 
usages  and  customs  of  the  party. 

If  thus  it  be  wrong  for  the  numerical  majority  to 
depiive  the  Dluck  Republican  States  of  this  long  vested 
right,  how  much  more  unjust  is  it  fur  the  numerical 
majorily  to  deprive  all  the  States  of  their  vested  right 
to  make  and  declare  the  platform  in  the  usual  and 
cusloma'-y  manner  ?  and  when  we  call  to  mind  that  the 
numerical  majorily  resides  chiefly  in  the  Dlack  Itepubli- 
oao  Slates,  to  whom  the  South  has  uniformly  accorded 
so  large  a  privilege,  in  naming  candidates  who  were 
alone  lo  be  elected  by  Southern  votes,  we  have  much 
reason  to  believe  that  he  to  whom  you  gave  an  inch 
seems  emhoblened  thei'eby  lo  demand  an  ell. 

The  undersigned  beg  leave  to  state  thai  many  patriotic 
States'  Itight  Democrats  in  the  South,  have  long  con- 
tended that  these  ConventioLis  of  the  Democracy,  repre- 
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genting  in  fact  the  whole  consolidated  strength  of  the 
Vinion,  acting  tluough  party  sympathy  upon  the  indivi- 
dual nienibers  of  society,  would  ultimate  in  a  despotic, 
colossal  centralism,  possessed  of  power  to  override  and 
destroy  at  its  will  and  pleasure  the  constitutions  and 
reserved  rights  of  any  and  all  the  States.  The  South, 
however,  has  heretofore  felt  safe  because  of  the  checks 
and  balances  imposed  upon  the  fliachinery  of  the  Con- 
ventions. The  South  felt  that  where  she  retained  an 
equal  power  to  write  the  creed  of  faith,  she  could  trust 
her  Northern  sisters,  with  their  immense  populations,  to 
name  the  candidate;  and  all  would  alike  support  the 
creed  and  the  candidate. 

The  undersigned,  well  knowing  the  hostility  of  the 
Northern  masses  toward  tlie  "  peculiar  institutions"  of 
the  South,  and  calling  to  mind  the  relative  numbers  of 
the  Northern  and  Southern  States,  assert  with  confidence 
that  no  Southern  State  in  the  Union  would  ever  have 
consented  to  surrender,  so  abjectl.y  and  hopelessly,  all 
their  fortunes  to  the  numerical  majority  who  have  just 
now  voted  to  set  aside  the  Platform,  unless  upon  the  full 
assurance  that  the  Slates  were  entitled  by  agreement  to 
make  and  establish  the  creed  of  faith  and  prescribe  the 
rule  of  action.  This  violation  of  plighted  faith  on  the 
part  of  the  numerical  majority — this  violation  of  tlie  well 
established  usage  and  custom  of  the  party — drive  us  to  the 
conclusion  that  we  cannot  longer  safely  trust  the  fortunes 
of  Slaveholding  States  to  the  chances  of  the  numerical 
majority  in  a  Convention,  where  all  the  Black  Keiiubli- 
cans  of  the  Union,  the  immense  populations  of  Massa- 
chusetts, New-York,  Pennsylvania  and  Ohio,  and  other 
Northern  States,  are  fully  represented,  on  the  one  side, 
against  the  small  populations  from  the  slave  States  on 
the  other.  Had  these  populations  adhered  strictly  to 
the  usages  and  customs  of  tlie  party,  longer  association 
might  have  been  practicable  ;  but  annihilation  is  staring 
us  in  the  face,  and  we  are  admonished  of  our  duty  to 
gtand  upon  our  reserved  rights. 

\\  e  declare,  therefore,  that  we  believe  our  mission  to 
this  Convention  at  an  end  : 

1st.  Because  the  numerical  majority  have  usurped  the 
prerogatives  of  the  States  in  setting  aside  the  Platform 
made  by  the  States,  and  have  thus  unsettled  the  basis  of 
this  Convention,  and  thereby  permanently  disorganized 
it-s  constitution.  Its  decrees,  therefore,  become  null  and 
void. 

2d.  Because  we  were  positively  instructed  by  the 
Democracy  of  Arkansas  to  insist  on  the  recognition  of 
the  equal  rights  of  the  South  in  the  common  Territories, 
ar.d  p  oteclion  to  those  rights  by  the  Fedeial  Gov- 
ernment, prior  to  any  nomination  of  a  candidate  ;  and 
as  this  Convention  has  refused  to  recognize  the  prin- 
ciple required  by  the  State  of  Arkansas,  in  her  popular 
Convention  first,  and  twice  subsequently  re-asseited  by 
Arkansas,  together  with  all  her  Southern  sisters,  in  the  re- 
port of  a  Platform  to  this  Convention  ;  and  as  we  cannot 
serve  two  masters,  we  are  determined  first  to  serve  the 
Lord  our  God.  We  cannot  ballot  for  any  candidate 
whatsoever. 

3d.  In  retiring,  we  deny  to  any  person,  or  persons, 
any  right  whatever  to  cast  hereafter,  in  this  Convention, 
either  our  vote  or  the  vote  of  Arkansas  on  any  proposi- 
tion which  may,  or  can,  possibly  come  up  for  considtra- 
tion.  The  Delegates  of  Arkansas  cannot  take  any  part 
in  placing  a  sound  candidate  on  an  unsound  jilatforin, 
because  it  would  disgrace  any  sound  Southern  man  who 
would  consent  to  stand  on  such  a  platform  ;  and,  as  a 
Squatter  Sovereignty  Platform  has  been  adojited,  we 
believe  good  faith  and  honor  requires  that  the  Chief  of 
Squatter  Sovereignty  should  be  placed  on  it.  AVe  wish 
no  part  or  lot  in  such  misfortune,  nor  do  we  believe  that 
we  can  safely  linger  under  the  shade  of  the  upas  tree, 
this  day  planted  certainly. 

P.  JORDAN, 
B.  BlIKKclW, 

Van  U.  Maknino. 

Mr.  Burrow  Ptated,  after  reading  the  paper, 
that  the  geiilleiiien  who  liad  signed  represcntpd 
both  wings  of  the  State — all  its  public  men,  its 
hopes,  it  character,  and  its  fortunes. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Arkansas,  as  Chairman  of  the  Arkansas 
delegation,  desired  to  say  a  single  word  to  go  along  with 
the  paper  which  had  been  read.  _  It  was  his  desire  that  tliat 
[iortion  of  the  Arkansas  delegation  who  had  concludrd  to 
leave  the  Convention  should  have  paused  until  the  delega- 
tion could  have  liad  a  consultation.  Why  did  he  hesitate? 
It  was  because  he  conceived  that  the  stahility  of  tlie  Union 
itself  was  involved  in  the  action  taken  here  by  the 
fc'o.ithern  reijresentatives. 

i'.-  had  been  taught  from  cl\ildhood  to  believe  that  if 
ilie  >.  r.iun  was  to  he  preserved  at  all,  it  was  to  be  preserved 


by  tJie  Democratic  party  as  a  unit.  (Cheers.)  He  wished 
to  consult  with  tiHier  Southern  men  as  to  the  best  course 
to  be  pursued — (cheei-s) — reserving  to  himself  the  right  to 
decide  the  question,  which  he  would  do  in  a  few  hours. 
His  heart  and  all  the  feelings  of  his  nature  were  with  those 
Southern  men  who  had  seen  proper  to  leave  the  Conven- 
tion ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  he  hesitated  between  his  per- 
sonal feelings  and  his  duty  to  his  own  people.  If  he  could 
get  a  good  sound  Southern  man  for  President,  he  would  be 
willing  to  take  him  on  this  platform.     (Cheers.) 

The  Georgia  delegation  asked  leave  to  retire 
for  consultation,  which  was  granted. 

Messrs.  Bavard  and  Wiiiteley,  two  of  the  six 
delegates  from  Delaware,  retired  from  the  Con- 
vention and  joined  the  seceders. 

Mr.  Saulsbury,  (U.  S.  Senator,)  of  Delaware, 
stated  his  reason  for  not  retiring  with  his  col- 
leagues, and  the  Convention  aiijourned. 

On  Tuesday,  May  1st,  the  President  stated 
the  regular  order  of  business  to  be  the  motions 
to  reconsider,  and  tlie  motions  to  lay  the  mo- 
tions to  reconsider  on  the  table,  by  which  the 
various  resolutions  constituting  the  Platform 
were  adopted.  Pending  the  determination  of 
tliese  questions,  yesterday  evening,  the  chair- 
man of  several  of  the  delegations  rose  to  ques- 
tions of  privilege,  under  which  their  delegations 
retired  from  the  hall.  When  the  Convention 
adjourned  the  gentleman  from  Illinois  (Mr. 
Merrick)  was  upon  the  floor. 

GEORGIA  RETIRES. 
Mr.  Benning  of  Georgia.— Mr.  Pi-esident :  On  yesterday 
afternoon  the  delegation  from  Georgia  obtained  the  leave 
of  the  Convention  to  retire  for  the  purpose  of  consulting 
as  to  the  course  they  would  pursue  in  consequence  of  the 
action  tal;en  by  the  Convention  in  the  previous  part  of 
the  day.  They  retired,  and  they  have  since  been  engaged 
in  consultation.  They  have  considered  the  questions  in- 
volved, with  as  much  maturity  and  care  as  they  could  be- 
stow upon  them,  and  they  have  come  to  a  conclusion  as  to 
the  course  they  ought  to  pursue.  That  conclusion  is  con- 
tained in  two  resolutions  which  I  hold  in  my  hand,  and 
which  I  will  now  read  to  the  Convention. 

Resolved,  That,  upon  the  opening  of  the  Convention  this 
morning,  our  Chairman  be  requested  to  state  to  the  President 
Uiat  the  (ieorgia  delegation,  after  mature  deliberation,  have 
felt  it  be  their  dutv,  under  existing  circumslanops,  not  to  par- 
ticipate further  in  the  deliberations  of  the  Convention,  and 
that,  therefore,  the  delegation  withdraw. 

lienohed,  That  aU  who  acquiesce  in  the  foregoing  resolutirn 
.sign  the  same,  and  request  the  Convention  to  enter  it  on  their 
records. 


Henry  L.  Benninr, 
P.  Tracy, 

Jefferson  N.  Lamar, 
Edmono  J.  McGebee, 
Geo.  IIillyer, 
Mark  Johnston, 
Edward  R.  Hakdek, 
John  H.  Lumpkin, 
(!.  (J.  Fair, 
James  Hoge, 
W.  J.  Johnson. 


(Signed.) 
Junius  Wingfieli), 
Henry  R.  Jackson, 

J.    M.    C1.ARK, 

Will.  M.  .Slaughter, 
John  A.  Jones, 
David  C.  Barrow, 

JaS.    J.    DiAMAN, 

A.  Franklin  Hill, 

Ed.  L.  Ktroheckek, 

O.  C.  Gibson, 

Henry  O.  Thomas, 
The  undersigned,  delegates  from  Georgia,  having  voted  in 
the  meeting  of  the  delegation  against  withdrawing  from  the 
Convention,  yet,  believe,  under  the  instructions  contained  in 
the  resolution  of  the  Georgia  Convention,  that  the  vote  of  the 
majority  should  control  our  motion,  and  we  therefore  with 
draw  with  the  majority. 

J    T.  Ikvin,  Julian  Hartridge, 

W.  H.  Hull,  L.  H.  Driscoe. 

This  paper  is  signed  by  twenty-six  out  of  the  thirty-three 
or  thirty -four  delegates  in  that  Convention  from  the  State 
of  Georgia. 

I  have  now,  I\Ir.  President,  discharged  the  duty  wluch 
has  been  intrusted  to  me  by  my  delegation. 

The  majority  of  the  Georgia  delegation  then  retire<J 
from  the  hall. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Arkansas.— I  do  not  desire  to  detain 
this  Convention  for  a  moment.  On  yesterday  evening  I 
stated  to  the  Convention  tliat  I  should  come  here  tliia 
morning  and  tell  them  what  was  my  conclusion,  and  what 
was  the  conclusion  of  the  portion  of  the  delegation  from 
the  State  of  Arkansas  which  then  thought  proper  to  re- 
main in  the  Convention.  We  are  now  ready  to  take  that 
step  which  our  judgment  dictates  to  be  right.  In  accor'^- 
ance  with  our  duty  here,  we  wanted  time  to  pause  aud 
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eonsliler  Ciiltiily  witli  our  sistir  Soiitlierii  States,  In  rt-lii- 
tlon  to  tlie  proper  fourse  to  he  pursued.  We  have  c:iliiilv 
iiiiil  with  (it'lil>er:iliiin  coiisiileriMl  the  liiuttor,  and  we  he- 
lleve  it  to  be  an  imperative  duly  wliieli  we  owe  to  the 
lyiutfi,  and  we  are  ready  to  take  our  course. 

Now,  sir,  I  desire  to  appeal  to  Virginia,  the  niotiier  of 
Slates,  Hiiil  the  mother  of  Democracy,  and  to  ask  thera 
wlietlier  tlie  principle  contained  in  the  nmjority  report  of 
this  Coiivcntio!),  sijined  hy  seventeen  States,  is  right  or  is 
wroiif;  ?     l)id  you  indorse  it,  or  did  you  not  ? 

-Mr  t^miih.  of  WL<con.-in,  raised  ttie  (|Uestion  of  order, 
that  the  pentleman  had  no  right  to  make  sectional  appeals 
Ui  this  Convention. 

Mr.  Johnson.— 1  desire  to  do  no  such  thinp.  I  do  not 
uailerstand  the  principles  of  the  nnijoritv  report  to  be 
sectional.  1  underi^tand  them  to  be  national.  But,  Mr. 
rresldeut,  I  oidy  desire,  in  behalf  of  a  portion  of  the  dele- 
pttes,  to  say  that  we  cauie  here  with  a  view  to  stand  bv 
liie  principles  of  our  people  and  of  the  Union,  and  wheii 
we  have  found  the  Convention  actinp  in  violation  of  those 
principles.  We  feel  ourselves  compelled  to  retire  from  the 
Ilall.  I  will  only  remark  in  conclusion,  that  the  Vice-Pre- 
sident from  my  !?t,ite  hiis  been  charged  with  presenting 
u  protest  on  the  part  of  a  i>ortion  of  our  declaration. 

Mr.  Terry,  of  Arkansas,  then  read  the  followLntr  uaoer 
to  the  Convirntion : 

To  th«  llos.  Caleb  Ci-shiso,  President: 

The  undersifined.  Delegates  from  Arkansas,  ask  permis- 
sion to  make  the  followin;;  statement :  We  have,  thus  far, 
abstained  from  t^ikinp  any  active  part  in  the  measures 
which  were  cotisunimuled  on  yesterda.v,  in  this  Conven- 
tion, by  the  withdrawal,  in  whole  or  in  part,  of  several 
Southern  States.  We  have  counseled  ourSouthern  friends 
to  patience  and  forbearance;  and,  while  we  were  con- 
scious of  causes  sufficient  to  induce  them  V>  this  step,  yet 
we  still  hoped  some  more  auspicious  event  would  trans'pire 
that  would  avert  its  necessity.  Nothing  has  occurred  to 
palliate  these  causes.  Hence  we  cannot  hesitate  in  our 
course,  and  therefore  ask  permission  to  withdraw  and  sur- 
render to  our  State  the  high  trust  reposed  in  us.  To  you, 
sir,  who  have  with  so  much  ahility  presided  over" our 
deliberations, and  meted  out  justice  with  an  even  hand,  we 
part  with  sorrow.  Hoping  that  the  cloud  which  now  hangs 
over  our  beloved  country  may  be  dispelled,  and  her  coun- 
sels directed  by  gome  statesman  like  yourself— able,  honest 
Juat  and  true.  ' 

Francis  Tkrrt,  Vice-President. 
J.   I*.  Jnii.vsos,  Ch'n  of  Delegation. 
K.  W.  Ho iDLEV,  Secretary. 
Cii-vRLESTOJi,  Miiy  Ut,  isOO. 

The  Tennessee  Deli-j^ation  asked  and  obtained 
|.;:tve  to  retire  for  consultation. 

Tlie  Deleiratioii  from  Virginia,  and  portions 
of  the  D'-lipition.s  from  Kentucky,  North  Caro- 
lina and  Maryland,  had  leave  to  retire  for  con- 
sultation. 

Mr.  Floumoy,  of  Arkansas.— Jlay  I  be  Indulged  in  one 
remark?  .My  voice  is  ".Never  give  up  the  ship"— (ap- 
plause)—though  ihe  fearful  storm  rages  around  us— 
Uiough  she  may  have  lost  some  spars  and  masts— though 
she  may  have  some  cracked  ribs.  Sir,  for  myself,  I  will 
be  one  of  that  gallant  crew  who,  though  the  s'torm'  rages, 
though  the  spars  and  mast^  are  g..ne,  though  ribs  be  broken 
—I  will,  until  tlie  noble  vessel  be  swallowed  up  by  the  de- 
vouring waves,  continue  to  unite  with  them  in  the  reite- 
raU'd  cry  of  •'  Live,  live  the  Republic  !"    ((ireat  applause.) 

Mr.  President,  I  am  a  Southern  man.  Yes,  sir,  I  have 
been  reared  amidst  the  institution.  All  I  have  is  the  pro- 
duct of  slave  labor.  I  believe  the  institution  a  patriarchal 
one,  and  beneficial  alike  to  master  and  slave.  The  bread 
which  supports  my  own  wife  and  tender  babe  is  tho  pro- 
duct of  slave  labor.  I  trust,  then,  that,  like  CiEsar's  wife 
I  am  "above  suspicion." 

LOITISIANA    WIlllIiR.VW.-;. 

To  THE  Hos.  Caleb  Ccshi.vo,  ' 

Pre9iJtnt  of  the  Dtmocratic  Convention  : 

Sir:  The   unilersigned   delegates   from    the    State    of^ 
Louisiana,  in  withdrawing  from  the  Convention,  beg  leave 
to  make  the  following  statement  of  facts  :  | 

On  the  6th  day  of  .March,  1>C(),  the  Democracy  of 
I^uisiana  assembled  in  State  Convention  at  Ilaton  Kouge, 
and  unanimously  adopted  the  following  declaration  of 
their  principles:  j 

Rr^rft.  Th<»t  th-  Terri-orles  of  ihi»  Cnlied  .^ut^-*  h-lon;:  lo  ' 
tlie  s  -veral  Slates  a<  rlieir  common  properlv.  «n.l  not  lo  inli-  ' 
Ti  luali  1  iz.Mw  thereof,  thit  the  Fe  leral  i;ons(i;utJon  re'-o.-niz -s  ' 
prop--rty  hi  ^iaves  ;  an  1  a-s  S'li-h.  Ihe  owner  thereof  is  en'itl"d  to 
currv  h.s  si  iv-s  into  any  Terrilorv  in  the  L'niie.l  Slates  ;  to  hold 
thuui  ihere  as  properly  ;  anj  in  case  the  pcopla  of  tiia  Jerri-  ' 


'orl->i.  t«y  liiaeiion,  unfriendly  l<'gishllon  or  otherwise,  should 

ea.langiT  the  tenure  of  such  properly,  or  lilseriiiilimte  a;tatiml 

a  hy  withholding  thai  pro'eeiioii  ulvi'ii  to  other  specl.'H  of  pro- 

I  periy  In  the  Territories.  Ii  Is  the  da  y  of  the  iJen.-r  il  ijov.rn- 

I  men!  1,1  iiiierposi-,  by  Ihe  uellve  exi-rtion  of  its  eoiisllluiloaal 

I  power,  lo  secure  Ihe'  rights  of  the  slaveholder. 

I  The  principles  enunciated  in  the  foregoing  resolution 
'.  are  guaranteed  to  us  by  the  Constitution  of  the  I'p.tcd 
Slates,  anil  their  une<iuivocal  recognition  by  the  Demo- 
cracy of  the  I'nion  we  regard  as  essential,  not  only  to  Ihe 
integ.ity  of  the  party,  but  to  the  safety  of  the  States  whose 
interests  are  directly  involved.  They  have  been  embodied 
in  both  of  Ihe  series  of  resolutions  presented  to  the  Con- 
vention by  a  majority  of  the  States  of  the  Union,  and  have 
been  rejected  by  a  numerical  vote  of  the  delegates. 

The  Convention  has,  by  this  vote,  refused  to  recognize 
the  fundamenlal  principles  of  the  Democracy  of  the  State 
we  have  the  honor  to  represent,  and  we  feel  constrained, 
in  obedience  tt)  a  high  sense  of  duty,  to  withdraw  from 
its  deliberations,  and  unanimously  to  enter  our  solemn 
protest  against  its  action. 

We  ask  that  the  communication  may  be  spread  upon 
the  minutes  of  the  Convention,  and  beg  leave  to  express 
our  appreciation  of  , the  justice  and  dignity  which  have 
characteiized  your  action  as  its  presiding  ohicer. 
[Signed,] 
A.  .Morro-s,  E.  Lawrknck, 

John  Taklkton-,  a.  Taluot, 

IttciiARD  Taylor,  B.  W.  Pkarck, 

Kmilb  LasI'RK,  U.  a.  Hl'.ntkr, 

F.  H.  HaTCU,  D.    D.  WlTHKH.*!. 

The  undersigned,  in  explanation  of  their  position,  beg 
leave  to  annex  the  following  statement,  viz.  : 

Whilst  we  took  the  same  view  with  our  colleagues,  that 
the  platform  of  principles,  as  adopted  by  this  Convention, 
was  not  what  was  expected  by  Louisiana,  and  desired  by 
ourselves,  as  sufficient  to  guard  the  rights  of  that  State, 
and  of  the  whole  South,  under  the  Constitution,  are  now 
unwilling  precipitately  to  retire  from  the  Convention, 
until  all  hope  of  accommodation  shall  have  been  ex- 
hausted, and  until  the  last  moment  had  arrived,  at 
which,  in  justice  to  our  own  honor,  and  the  interest  and 
<lignity  of  our  own  State,we  would  be  forced  to  retire.  We, 
therefore,  were  opposed  to  the  retirement  of  the  delega- 
tion at  the  time  it  was  made  ;  but  believing  that  the 
other  members  of  the  delegation  were  actuated  by  the 
same  high  motives  which  governed  our  own  opinions,  and 
desiring  our  State  to  present  a  firm,  undivided  front,  we 
being  in  the  minority  of  the  delegation,  were  willing  to 
yield,  and  did  yield,  our  opinions  to  the  judgment  of  the 
majority. 

J.  A.  McITatto.v, 

CUABLlid  Ju.NKS, 

Charlkston,  S.  C„  J/ay  1,  ISCO. 

A  VOICE  FROM  GEORGIA. 

Mr.  Ganlden,  of  Georgia,  addres.<5ed  the  Con- 
vention, giving  hi.s  rei.^on.s  for  not  retiring  with 
his  colleagues,  us  follows  : 

Mr  Presidknt,  and  Fkllow  Dkmocrats  :  As  I  stated  to 
you  a  few  moments  ago,  I  have  been  confined  to  my 
room  by  severe  indi.^posilion,  but,  learning  of  the  com- 
motion and  the  intense  excitement  which  were  e.xisting 
upon  the  questions  before  this  body,  I  felt  it  to  be  my 
duty,  feeble  as  I  was.  to  drag  nij-self  out  to  the  meeting 
of  my  delegation,  and  when  there  I  was  surprised  to 
find  a  large  majority  of  that  delegation  voting  to  secede 
at  once  from  this  boily.  I  disagree  with  those  gentle- 
men. I  regret  to  disagree  with  my  brethren  f,om  the 
South  upon  any  of  the  great  questions  which  Interest 
our  common  country.  I  am  a  Southern  States'  Rights 
man ;  I  am  an  African  Slave-trader.  I  am  one  of 
those  Southern  men  who  believe  that  Slavery  is  right, 
morally,  religiously,  socially,  and  politically.  (Applause  ) 
I  believe  that  the  institution  of  Slavery  lias  done  more 
for  this  country,  more  for  civilization,  than  all  other 
interests  put  together.  I  believe  if  it  were  in  the  power 
of  this  country  to  strike  down  the  institution  of  Slaverv, 
it  would  put  civilization  back  2iiO  years.  Holding,  then, 
this  position,  that  Slavery  is  right  in  the  point  of  view  I 
have  stated,  I  would  demand  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment our  whole  rights  in  this  regard.  I  believe  that  the 
General  Government  by  the  Con-titution  never  had  any 
right  to  legislate  upon  this  subject.  I  believe  that  our 
Government  wtis  a  confederation  of  States  for  certain 
specified  objects  with  limited  powers;  that  the  domestic 
relations  of  each  State  are  to  be  and  should  be  left  to 
themselves  ;  thai  this  etenal  Slavery  question  has  been 
the  bone  of  contention  between  the  .North  and  South, 
which  if  kept  in  the  halls  of  Congress  must  break  up  this 
Government.  I  am  r.ne  of  those  who  believe  in  non- 
intervention,   eiiher   in   the   Males   or   the   Territories. 
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(Applause.)  I  am  not  in  favor  of  breaking  up  this  Gov- 
eniiiienl  upon  an  impracticable  issue,  upon  a  mere 
ti:e()r.v  I  believe  that  this  doctrine  of  protection  to 
Mavery  in  tlie  Territories  is  a  mere  theory,  a  mere  ab- 
st  action.  (Applause.)  Practically,  it  can  be  of  no  con- 
se(iuence  to  the  8outh,  for  the  reason  that  the  infant  has 
been  strangled  before  it  was  born.  (Laughter.)  You 
have  cut  oil'  the  supply  of  Slaves;  you  have  crippled  the 
institution  of  t^lavery  in  tlie  states  by  your  unjust  laws, 
and  it  is  mere  folly  and  madness  now  to  ask  for  protec- 
tion for  a  nonentity,  for  a  thing  which  is  not  there.  We 
have  no  slaves  to  carry  to  these  Territories.  AVe  can 
never  make  another  Slave  State  with  our  present  supply 
of  slaves.  Uut  if  we  could,  it  would  not  be  wise,  for  the 
reason,  that  if  you  make  another  Slave  State  from  our 
new  Territories  with  tlie  present  supply  of  slaves,  you 
will  he  obliged  to  give  up  another  State,  either  Maryland, 
Delaware,  or  A  irginia,  to  Free  Soil  upon  the  North. 
Now,  I  would  deal  with  this  question,  fellow-Democials, 
as  a  practical  one.  \\'hen  I  can  see  no  possible  practical 
good  to  result  to  the  country  from  demanding  legislation 
upon  this  theory,  I  am  not  prepared  to  disintegrate  and 
dismember  the  great  Democratic  party  of  this  Union.  I 
believe  that  the  hopes  of  this  country  depend  upon  the 
maintenance  of  the  gieat  Democratic  party  North.  It 
is  no  trouble  for  a  man  to  be  a  saint  in  Heaven. 


"  When  the  devil  was  sick. 

The  devil  a  niduk  would  be  : 
The  devil -cit  well, 
But  devil  a  monk  was  he." 


(Great  laughter.) 


We,  the  Democracy  of  the  South,  are  mere  carpet- 
knights.  It  is  no  trouble  for  us  to  be  Democrats.  (.Ap- 
plause and  laughter.)  W'hen  I  look  to  the  Northern 
Democrats,  I  see  them  standing  up  there  and  breasting 
the  tide  of  fanaticism,  oppression,  wrong,  and  slander, 
with  which  they  have  to  contend.  I  view  in  these  men 
types  of  the  old  ancient  Romans  ;  I  view  in  them  all  that 
is  patriotic  and  noble ;  and,  for  one,  I  am  not  willing  to 
cut  loose  from  them.  (Great  cheering.)  I  say,  then, 
that  I  will  hold  on  to  my  Democratic  friends  of  the 
North  to  the  liist  day  of  the  week — late  in  the  evening, 
((ireat  laughter.)  I  am  not  willing  to  present  to  them  a 
half  issue  of  this  sort.  I  am  not  willing  to  disintegrate, 
dismember,  and  turn  them  over  to  the  ruthless  hands  of 
the  thieving  Black  Republicans  of  the  North.  I  would 
ask  my  friends  of  the  South  to  come  up  in  a  proper 
spirit,  ask  our  Northern  friends  to  give  us  all  our  rights, 
and  take  off  the  ruthless  restrictions  which  cut  otf  the 
supply  of  slaves  from  foreign  lands.  As  a  matter  of 
right  and  justice  to  the  South,  I  would  ask  the  Democracy 
of  the  North  to  grant  us  this  thing,  and  I  believe  they 
have  the  patriotism  and  honesty  to  do  it,  because  it  is 
right  in  itself  I  tell  you,  fellow-Democrats,  that  the 
African  Slave-trader  is  the  true  Union  man  (Cheers  and 
laughter.)  I  tell  you  that  the  Slave-trading  of  Virginia 
is  more  immoral,  more  unchristian  in  every  possible 
point  of  view,  than  that  African  Slave-trade  which  goes 
to  Africa  and  brings  a  heathen  and  worthless  man  here, 
makes  him  a  useful  man.  Christianizes  him,  and  sends 
him  and  his  posterity  down  the  stream  of  time  to  join  in 
the  blessings  of  civilization.  (Cheers  and  laughter.) 
Now,  fellow-Dcmociats,  so  far  as  any  public  expression 
of  the  State  of  Virginia — the  great  Slave-trading  State 
of  Virginia — has  been  given,  they  are  all  opposed  to  the 
Af  lean  Slavet-raile. 

Dr.  Reed  of  Indiana. — I  am  from  Indiana,  and  I  am  in 
favor  of  it.. 

Mr.  Gaulden — Now,  gentlemen,  we  are  told,  upon 
high  authority,  that  there  is  a  certain  class  of  men  who 
strain  at  a  gnat  and  swallow  a  camel.  Now,  Virginia, 
which  authorizes  the  buying  of  Christian  men,  sepai  at- 
ing  them  from  their  wives  and  children,  from  all  the  re- 
lations and  associations  amid  whom  they  have  lived  for 
years,  rolls  up  her  eyes  in  holy  horror  when  I  would  go  to 
Africa,  buy  a  savage,  and  introduce  him  to  the  blessings 
of  civilization  and  Christianity.     (Cheers  and  laughter.) 

Mr.  Rynders  of  N.  Y. — You  can  get  one  or  two  re- 
cruits from  New-York  to  join  with  you. 

The  President.— The  time  of  the  gentleman  has  ex- 
pired.    (Cries  of  "  Go  on  !  Go  on  !") 

The  President— stated  that  if  it  was  the  unanimous 
wish  of  the  Convention,  the  gentleman  could  proceed. 

Mr.  Gaulden.— Now,  Fellow-Democrats,  the  slave- 
5rade  in  Virginia  forms  a  mighty  and  ])owerful  reason 
for  its  opposition  to  tjie  A-frican  slave-trade,  and  in  this 
remark  I  do  not  intend  any  disrespect  to  my  friends 
from  Virginia.  Virginia,  the  Mother  of  States  an!  of 
statesmen,  the  Mother  of  Presidents,  I  apprehend  may 
err  as  well  as  other  mortals.  I  am  afraid  that  her  error 
In  this  regard  lies  in  the  promptings  of  the  almighty  dol- 
lar. It  has  been  my  fortune  to  go  into  thai  noble  old 
State  to  buy  a  few  darkies,  and  I  have  had  to  pay  from 
$1,000  to  $'2,00''l  a  head,  when  I  could  go  to  Afiica  and 


buy  better  negities  for  $50  apiece.  (Great  laughter.) 
Now,  unquestionably,  it  is  to  the  interest  of  Virginia  to 
break  down  the  Afi'ican  slave-trade  when  she  can  sell 
her  negioes  at  !i;'2,l)00.  She  knows  that  the  African  slave- 
trade  would  break  up  her  monopoly,  and  hence  her  ob- 
jection to  it.  If  any  of  you  Northern  Democrats— for  I 
have  more  faith  in  you  than  I  have  in  the  Carpet-Knight 
Democracy  of  the  South— will  go  home  with  me  to  my 
plantation  in  Georgia,  but  a  little  way  from  here,  I  will 
show  you  some  darkies  that  I  bought  in  Maryland,  some 
that  I  bought  in  Virginia,  some  in  Delaware,  some  in 
Florida,  some  in  Norih  Carolina,  and  I  will  also  show 
you  the  pure  African,  the  noblest  Roman  of  them  all. 
(Great  laughter.)  Now,  Fellow-Democrats,  my  feeble 
health  and  failing  voice,  admonish  me  to  bring  the  few 
remarks  I  have  to  make  to  a  close.  (Cries  of  "  Go  on, 
go  on.")  I  am  only  sovi'y  that  I  am  not  in  a  better  con 
dition  than  I  am  to  vindicate  befoi'e  you  to-day  the 
words  of  truth,  of  honesty,  and  of  light,  and  to  show 
you  the  gross  inconsistencies  of  the  South  in  this  rega.  d. 
I  came  from  the  F'irst  Congressional  District  of  the  State 
of  Georgia.  I  represent  the  African  Slave-trade  inter- 
ests of  that  section.  (Applause.)  I  am  proud  of  the 
position  I  occupy  in  that  respect.  I  believe  that  the 
African  slave-trader  is  a  true  missionary,  and  a  true 
Christian  (applause),  and  I  have  pleaded  wifli  my  dele- 
gation from  Georgia  to  put  this  issue  squarely  to  the 
Northern  Democracy,  and  say  to  them.  Are  you  pre- 
pared to  go  back  to  first  principles,  and  take  off  your 
unconstitutional  restrictions  and  leave  this  question  to 
be  settled  by  each  State?  Now  do  this,  fellow-citizens, 
and  you  will  have  peace  in  the  country.  Dut  so  long  as 
your  Federal  Legislature  takes  jurisdiction  of  this  ques- 
tion, so  long  will  there  be  war,  so  long  will  there  be  ill- 
blood,  so  long  will  there  be  strife,  until  this  glorious 
Union  of  ours  shall  be  disrupted  and  go  out  in  blood 
and  night  forever.  I  advocate  the  r.epeal  of  the  lawa 
prohibiting  the  African  Slave-trade,  because  I  believe  it 
to  be  the  true  Union  movement.  I  do  not  believe  that 
sections  whose  interests  are  so  different  as  the  Southern 
and  Northern  States  can  ever  stand  the  shocks  of  fanati- 
cism, unless  they  be  equally  balanced.  I  believe  by  re- 
opening this  trade,  and  giving  us  negroes  to  populate  the 
Territories,  that  the  equilibrium  of  the  two  sections  will 
be  maintained.  But  if  the  South  lies  supinely  by,  and 
allows  the  people  of  the  North  to  people  all  the  Terri- 
tories, until  we  come  to  be  a  hopeless  fraction  in  the 
Government,  then  that  gallant  band  of  Democrats  North 
may  in  vain  atteinpt  to  stay  the  torrent  that  will  roll 
down  upon  us.  It  will  not  be  in  your  power  to  do  it.  It 
should  be  the  object  of  the  South  now  to  say  to  the  North  : 
Let  us  have  all  our  rights  in  this  matter ;  let  us  take  off 
these  restrictions  against  the  African  Slave-trade,  and 
leave  it  to  each  State  to  settle  for  itself.  Thenwe  would 
want  no  protection,  and  then  I  would  be  willing  to  let 
you  have  as  much  Squatter  Sovereignty  as  you  wish. 
Give  us  an  equal  chance,  and  I  tell  you  the  institution 
of  Shivery  will  take  care  of  itself.  We  will  give  you  all 
the  Squatter  Sovereignty  that  the  North  can  desire,  Mr. 
Douglas,  or  anybody  else,  if  you  will  take  off  the  uncon- 
stitutional restrictions  on  the  Slave-trade  and  let  the 
negroes  come.  Tiien,  gentlemen,  we  should  proceed 
harmoniously,  go  on  to  prosper  and  prospering,  until 
the  last  trump  of  God  should  sound  ;  until  time  was 
merged  in  the  ocean  of  eternity.  (Applause.)  I  say, 
Fellow-Democrats,  that  I  remained  here  because  I  have 
great  faith  in  the  Northern  Democracy.  If  I  am  forced 
to  part  with  you,  it  will  be  with  a  bleeding  heart.  I 
know  not  exactly  what  position  I  occupy  here  (laugh- 
ter), for  the  majority  of  my  delegation  have  voted  to 
secede.  We  came  here  instructed  to  vote  as  a  unit. 
Whether  the  minority  are  bound  ta  go  out  with  the 
majority  is  a  question'which  I  have  not  yet  fully  deter- 
mined in  my  own  mind,  but  at  any  rate,  I  told  them  this 
morning,  and  I  tell  them  now,  I  will  not  go  out  yet ;  I 
intend  to  stay  here;  I  intend  to  hold  on  to  the  great 
Democratic  Party  of  the  Union  so  long  as  I  can  consist- 
ently with  honor  and  jiropriety,  for  I  believe  that  if  we 
fcreak  up  in  a  row  here,  and  the  Democratic  Party  of 
the  country  is  destroyed,  this  Union  falls  as  certainly  as 
the  sun  rises  and  sets.  I  warn  you,  seceders,  if  your 
action  here  to-day  should  have  the  effect  of  dismember- 
ing and  destroying  the  great  Democratic  Pai  ty  of  the 
North,  that  you  destroy  this  Government  beyond  all 
question  (applause) ;  and  the  Union  falls,  and  falls  for- 
ever !  Now,  I  am  not  a  disunionist.  I  love  this  Union 
for  the  memories  of  the  past  and  for  the  hopes  of  the 
future.  (Applause.)  The  blood  of  my  ancestors  was 
poured  out  around  this  city  and  thioughout  the  South  to 
rear  aloft  the  proud  banner  of  our  glorious  Union.  I,  as 
an  humble  descendant  of  theirs,  feel  bound  to  maintain 
this  Union  and  the  Constitution  so  long,  and  no  longer 
than  I  can  do  it  honorably  and  justly  to  myself  and  my 
country.     But  I  do  not  yet  despair  of  the  Republic.    Kn- 
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lertainini;.  as  I  do,  such  profound  respect,  nay,  uliuo!>t 
veiieralioii  for  the  justice  of  the  democracy  uf  the 
North,  I  will  yet  stand  l>y  you  for  n  tiuie.  I  will  do  all 
that  in  me  lies  to  heal  tliese  diirereiices.  I  trust  that  the 
result  of  our  deliherutioud  will  he  the  iioiuiiialiou  of 
•uch  a  tiiun  as  will  give  peace  to  the  country  and  sue- 
cesH  to  tlie  great  Deniocrutic  National  Party  of  the 
Union.     (Cireat  applause.) 

'["lie  Couvciition  having  dceiiled  to  proofed  I') 
b.illot  for  Piesideiit,  at  4  pm.,  Win,  llorttird, 
of  Ti'iiiiossec,  movi'd  iluit  two-thirds  (202)  of  a 
full  CoiiM'iilioii  (:iii:i)  be  recjiiired  to  iioiniiniie. 
which,  lifter  luiich  di.<eii.*dioii  and  confusion,  was 
adopted — 141  to  112 — as  follows: 

YitAS:-.M  ine,  .$  ;  Masfacliusetls,  8  J  ;  Connecticut,  2J  ; 
New- York,  :i6  ;  New-Jer^-ey  5| ;  Pennsylvania,  174  ;  Dela- 
ware, 2  ;  M^irylaiid,  6  ;  Virgiuin,  15  ;  North  Oari)lina.  10  ; 
Bouih  Carolina,  1;  .Missouri,  41;  Tennessee,  11;  Keii- 
lucicy,  II;  .MiiincMita,  H;  CaliforniH,  4 ;  Oregon,  3 — 141. 
Nays: — Maine,  Ti  ;  New-Ilainpshire,  5;  Vermont,  5; 
Massachu-e  ts.  4J;  Khode  Island,  4;  Connecticut,  8| ; 
New-Jersey,  li  ;  Pennsylvania,  y^ ;  Slaryland,  2  ;  Ar- 
kansag,  1  ;  M^.ssouri,  H  ;  Tennessee,  1  ;  Kentucky,  1; 
Ohio,  23;  Indiana,  13;  Illinois,  11;  Michigan,  G;  Wis- 
consin. &;  lowu,  4  ;  Minnesota,  2^—112. 

Candidates  were  put  in  nomination,  and  the 
Conventioa  proceeded  to  ballot,  as  follow.^  : 


c 

1st   Ballot  14.5} 

2 147 

3   14SJ 

4 14y 

6 1431 

6  14!IJ 

7 1N»» 

8 15  1 

9 15>1 

10 I.'>i'i 

11 15,11 

12 15  1} 

18 149} 

14 1,'>0 

15 l.'iO 

10 l.M 

17 l.-)i 

18 i.V) 

19 15  I 

20 151 

21 l.Vi} 

22 l.'xil 

28 1.V21 

24 1.->1} 

25 1^U 

26 151} 

27 l.-)ii 

2'3 151} 

29 151} 

80 151} 

81 151} 

82 152} 

83 1.52} 

84 I.'.Jl 

85 .  l.-.> 

86 15!} 

87 151} 

88 l.".!! 

89 151} 

40 151} 

41 151} 

42 151} 

48 151} 

44  151V 

45 151} 

46  151} 

47 151} 

48 i;,l} 

49 ].',11 

50 l.-ill 

61 ir.U 

63 151} 

M 15} 

N 1511 

Ni 1511 

56 l.M} 

BT 101} 


u 

u 

1 

C 

Q 

3 

X 

u 

0 

-5 

- 

Is 

s  ^ 

- 

::; 

< 

J 

"J 

^  t; 

85 

42 

7 

12 

6 

1} 

2\     1 

80} 

41} 

61 

12 

6 

n  — 

42 

86 

61 

12 

6 

87} 

41} 

5 

12 

0 



87} 

41 

5 

12 

0 



8'.*} 

41 

8 

12 

7 





8s} 

41 

4 

11 

6 



3^1 

40} 

4+ 

11 

6 



41 

3!(} 

1 

— 

0 



8:t} 

89 

4 

12 

5} 



89} 

as 

4 

12 

H 



8'.»} 

8-5 

4 

12 

6 

— 

S'.t} 

2S} 

1 

13 

2i 
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27 

} 

12 

2'} 

— 

41} 

26} 

i 

12 

20} 



42 

26 

i 

12 

20} 

— 

42 

26 

i 

12 

20} 

— 

41} 

26 

1 

12 

20} 



41} 

26 
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12 
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— 

42 

26 

} 

12 
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20} 



41} 

26 

} 

12 
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411 

25 

t 

13 

191 



41} 

25 

n 

12 
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41} 

25 

H 

12 

19} 



41} 

25 

12 

12 

9 



42} 

25 

12 

12 

8 



42 

25 

12} 

12 

8 



42 

25 

13 

12 

7} 



4:> 

25 

13 

11 

•'>♦ 



471 

82} 

3 

11 

5} 



47} 

22} 

8 

11 

•''♦ 



4.} 

•z:i 

3 

H 

14} 



4.} 

22} 

6 

11 

12} 



4.} 

22 

4} 

12 

13 

_» 

4s 

22 

4} 

13 

13 



64} 

16 

51 

i 

m 

1} 



(it; 

16 

.'>* 

13 



61;} 

16 

51 



121 





6.-.} 

16 

6} 



12} 

. 

—.  — 

60} 

16 

•'■♦ 



12} 





61H 

16 

5 

— 
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16 

5 



13 



6'.1 

16 

5 



18 

__  __ 

6.-} 

16 

5 



13 

_  — 

C.',} 

16 

5 

, 

13 

.^ 

6.4 

16 
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13 

_, 

6.H 

16 

5 



13 



6..} 

16 

4 



14 
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16 

4 



14 
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16 

4 

. 

14 



6-} 

10 
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14 

_ 
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16 
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61 
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16 

^ 

6-4 

16 
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16 

4 

_ 

14 

—  — 
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16 

4 

— 

14 

— 

On  the  :;d  of  May,  and  the  10th  day  of  the 
session,  Mr.  Russell,  of  Virginia,  oll'ered  the 
folioiviii »: 

Il«»olptil.  Th  it  when  this  Convention  ndjouriis  to-day, 
It  «t)j>urii  to  re-HSseinble  at  Baltimore,  Md.,  on  Moiulay, 
the  ISih  day  i>f  June,  and  that  it  be  respectfully  reconi- 
nientled  to  ilie  Democratic  parly  of  the  several  States  to 
make  j.rovision  for  supplying  all  vacancies  in  their  re- 
spective ilele).'aiions  to  this  Convention  when  It  shall  re- 
assemble.    (Applause.) 

After  the  f.iilure  of  attempts  to  change  the 
place  of  meeting  to  New-Yorlc,  Philadelphirt, 
etc.,  and  also  to  change  the  time  to  a  later  pe- 
riod, the  resolve  was  adopted — 19j  to  55 — as 
follows : 

Yeas: — Maine,  5;  New-Harapshire,  5;  Vermont,  5; 
Massiichusctts,  10;  Rhode  Island,  4  ;  Connecticut,  6;  New- 
Vork,  85  ;  New-Jersey,  2  ;  Pennsylvania,  23}  ;  Maryland, 
6;  Virjjinia,  14};  Arkansas,!;  Missouri, 6;  Tennessee, 
7;  Ohio,  23;  Indiana,  13;  Illinois,  11  ;  Michigan,  6;  Wis- 
consin, 5 ;  Iowa  4,  Minnesota,  4;  California  3 — 195. 

Nays: — Maine,  3;  Connecticut,  8;  New-Jersey,  5; 
Pennsylvania,  3;  .Maryland,  8  ;  Virginia,};  North-Caro- 
lina, 14,  Missouri,  3;  Tennessee,  5;  Kentucky,  2 — 55. 

Gen.  Gushing,  the  President,  made  a  brief 
speech,  and  the  Convention  adjourned  to  meet 
again  in  Baltiinore,  on  the  ISth  of  June  suc- 
ceeding. 

SECEnERS. 

The  retiring  delegates  met  at  St.  Andrew's 
Ilall,  and  were  waited  on  with  manifestations  of 
sympathy  by  a  portion  of  the  Wood  Delegation, 
from  Xew-Yorli,  who,  however,  were  not  in- 
vited or  admitted  to  seats.  The  seoeders  or- 
ganized by  the  appointment  of  Senator  James 
A.  Bayard, of  Delaware,  as  Chairman,  and,  after 
much  animated  discussion,  adopted  the  ibllow- 
itig  Platform  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Platform  adopted  by  the  Demo- 
cratic party  at  Cincinnati  be  affirmed,  with  the  following 
exjilaiiatory  Kesolutions: 

First,  Tlial  the  Government  of  a  Territory  organixed 
by  an  act  of  Congress,  Is  provisional  and  temporary ; 
and,  during  its  existence,  all  citizens  of  the  United  States 
have  an  equal  right  to  settle  wiih  their  properly  in  the 
Territory  without  their  rights,  either  of  ])L'rson  or  pro- 
perty, being  destroyed  or  impaired  by  Congressional  or 
Territorial  Legislation. 

Seconil,  That  It  is  the  duty  of  the  Federal  Government, 
In  hI!  its  departments,  to  protect  when  necessary  the 
rights  of  persons  and  property  In  the  Territories,  and 
wiierever  else  its  Constitutional  authority  extends. 

Third,  Tnat  when  the  settlers  in  a  Territory  having 
an  adequate  population  form  a  i;tate  Constitution  in 
pursuance  of  law,  the  right  of  sovereignty  Commences, 
and,  being  consummated  by  admission  inio  the  Union, 
they  stand  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  people  of  other 
States  ;  and  the  State  thus  organised  ought  to  be  admit- 
ted into  the  Federal  Union,  whether  its  Constitution  pro- 
hibits or  recogniies  the  institution  of  Slavery. 

Fourth,  That  the  Democratic  party  are  in  favor  of  the 
acqui:<ition  of  the  Island  of  Cuba,  on  such  terms  as  shall 
be  honorable  to  ourselves  and  just  to  Spain,  at  the 
earlii-st  pr.icticable  moment. 

Fifth,  That  the  enactments  of  Pta'e  Legislatures  to 
defeat  the  faithful  execution  of  the  Fugitive  Slave  Law, 
are  hostile  in  character,  subversive  of  the  Constitution, 
and  revolutionary  in  their  effect. 

Siarlli,  That  the  Democracy  of  the  United  States  re- 
cogniie  It  as  the  Imperative  duty  of  this  Goveriinienl  to 
protect  the  naturalized  citizen  in  all  his  rights,  whether 
at  home  or  in  foreign  lands,  to  the  same  extent  as  Its 
native-born  citiens. 

If7i«»va«,  one  of  the  greatest  necctsilies  of  the  age.  In 
a  Political,  Commercial,  Postal  and  Miliiary  |)oliit  of 
view,  is  a  speedy  communication  between  the  Pacific  and 
Atlantic  coasts.     Therefore,  be  It 

Resolved,  That  the  Democratic  party  do  hereby  pledge 
themselves  to  use  every  means  in  their  power  to  secure 
I  lie  pass.igeof  sotiie  bill  to  the  extent  of  the  Constitutional 
auihoriiy  of  Congress  for  the  construction  of  a  Pacific 
Railroad  from  the  .Misslssiiipi  River  lo  the  Pacific  Ocean, 
at  the  earliest  practicable  moment. 
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After  talking  for  four  diiys,  the  Seceders'  Con- 
vention adjourned  to  meet  iu  Richmoud,  Vir- 
ginia, on  the  second  Monday  in  June.  Dele- 
gates were  present  from  tlie  following  States : 
Alabamn,  Texas,  Arkansas,  Missouri,  Louisiana, 
Mjssissippi,  Florida,  Georgia,  South  Carolina, 
Virginia,  Delaware. 


THE  SECEDERS  AT  RICHMOND. 

According  to  adjournment,  the  Seceding 
delegates  met  at  Richmond,  Va.,  on  the  11th 
June.  Delegates  were  present  from  Alabama, 
Arkansas,  Texas,  Louisiana,  Mississippi,  Georgia, 
South  Carolina,  Florida,  2d  Congressional  Dis- 
trict of  Tennessee,  and  the  7th  Electoral  District 
of  Virginia.  The  Hon.  John  Erwin,  of  Alabama, 
was  chosen  President,  with  several  Vice-Presi- 
dents and  Secretaries.  The  Convention  adopted 
the  following  resolutions,  and  on  the  12th,  at 
12  o'clock,  adjourned: 

Resolved,  That  as  the  delegation  from  States  repre- 
sented in  this  Convention  are  assembled  upon  the  basis 
of  llie  platform  recommended  by  a  majority  uf  the  Slates 
at  Charleston,  which  we  indorse,  we  deem  it  unnecessary 
to  take  any  further  action  on  the  subject  at  the  present 
time. 

Resolved,  That  when  this  Convention  adjourn  It 
adjourn  to  meet  in  tliis  city  on  Thursday,  the  'Jlst  Inst.  ; 
provided  that  the  President  of  this  Convention  may  call 
it  together  at  an  earlier  or  a  later  day,  if  it  be  deemed 
necessary. 

The  Convention  reassembled  on  the  21st; 
but,  without  doing  any  business,  adjourned  to 
the  following  day,  and  so  continued  to  meet  and 
adjourn,  awaiting  the  action  of  the  Convention 
at  Baltimore,  till  after  the  nomination  of  Breck- 
inridge and  Lane  ;  when  such  of  the  Delegates 
as  had  not  joined  the  Seceders  in  Baltimore, 
adopted  the  candidates  and  platform  of  the 
Breckinridge  party,  and  adjourned  sine  die. 


THE   NATIONAL  DEMOCRATIC   CONVEN- 
TION AT  BALTIMORE. 

In  accordance  with  the  adjournment  at 
Charleston,  the  National  Democratic  Convention 
reassembled  at  Baltimore,  on  Monday,  the  18th 
June,  and  held  their  sessions  in  the  Front  street 
theatre. 

At  eleven  o'clock,  President  Cashing,  who  appeared  on 
the  platform  but  did  not  take  tlie  chair,  directed  the  Se- 
cretary to  call  the  roll  of  States  in  order  to  ascertain  if 
the  deleirates  were  present. 

On  the  calling  of  the  roll,  the  following  States  were 
found  to  be  fully  represented  :  Maine,  New-Hampshire, 
Vermont.  Massachusetts,  Rhode  Island,  New-York,  New- 
Jersey,  Maryland,  Virginia,  North  Carolina,  .Missouri, 
Ohio.  Indiana,  Illinois,  Michigan,  Wisconsin,  Iowa,  Min- 
nesota, C;iliforniii,  Oregon. 

Connecticut  was  represented  in  part,  there  being  some 
misunderstanding  as  to  the  hour  of  meeting,  which  had 
been  fixed  at  10  o'clock. 

Two  delegHtes  were  present  from  Delaware. 

When  the  Stale  of  South  Carolina  was  called,  the  Chair 
flirected  that  only  those  States  be  called  winch  were 
present  at  the  adjournment  of  the  Convention  at  Charles- 
ton, consequently  South  Carojina,  Georgia,  Florida, 
Alabama,  Louisiana,  Missisaipj.i,  Arkansas  and  Texas, 
were  not  called. 

In  con.-equence  of  a  misapprehension  as  to  the  time,  the 
President  delayed  calling  the  Convention  to  order  till  12 
o'clock,  when  he  took  the  Chair  and  said  : 

Gentlbmks  of  the  Co.vvkntion  :  .  'rmit  me,  in  the  first 
place,  to  congratulate  you  upon  your  being  r«;isseMibled 
here  for  the  discharge  of  your  important  duties  in  the 
Interests  of  the  Democratic  party  of  the  United  States; 
and  1  beg  le^ive,  in  the  second  place,  to  communicate  to 
the  Convention  the  state  of  the  various  branches  of  its 


I  business,  as  tl»ey  now  come  up  for  consideration  before 
you. 

Prior  to  the  adjournment  of  the  Convention,  two  princi- 
pal sulijecfsof  action  were  before  it.  One,  the  adoption 
of  the  doctrinal  resolutions  constituting  the  pUiiforni  of 
the  Convention  ;  the  other,  voting  upon  the  question  of 
the  nomination  of  a  candidate  for  tlie  Presidency. 

In  the  course  of  the  discussion  on  the  adoiition  of  a 
platform,  the  Convention  adopied  a  vote,  the  elfecl  of 
which  was  to  amend  the  report  of  the  nnijoriiy  of  the 
Committee  on  Platform  iiy  substituting  the  r.port  of  the 
minoriiy  of  that  Committee ;  and  after  the  adoption  of 
that  motion,  and  the  substitution  of  the  minority  for  the 
miijoriiy  report,  a  division  was  called  for  upon  the 
several  resolutions  constituting  tliat  platform,  being  five 
in  number.  The  1st,  3d,  4th  and  5lli  of  those  resolutions 
were  adopied  by  the  Convention,  ai.d  the  2d  was  rejected. 
After  the  vote  on  the  adoption  of  the  lst,Hd,  4ih  and  5th 
of  tliose  resolutions,  a  motion  was  made  in  each  case  to 
reconsider  the  vote,  and  to  lay  that  motion  of  reconsid- 
eration upon  the  table.  But  neither  of  tlio.se  motions  to 
reconsider  or  to  lay  on  the  table  was  put,  the  putting  of 
those  motions  having  been  j)revented  by  the  intervention 
of  questions  of  privilege,  and  the  ultimate  vote  competent 
in  such  case,  to  wit,  on  the  adc.ption  of  the  report  of  the 
lUHJorily  as  amended  by  the  re|>ort  of  the  minority,  had 
not  been  acted  upon  Ity  the  Convention.  So  that  at  the 
time  when  the  Convention  adjourned  there  remained 
pending  before  it  these  motions,  to  wit;  To  reconsider — 
the  resolutions  constituting  the  platform,  and  the  ulterior 
question  of  adopting  the  miijority  as  amended  by  the 
substitution  of  the  minority  report.  Those  questionp,  and 
those  only,  as  the  Chair  understood  the  motions  before 
the  Convention,  were  not  acted  upon  prior  to  the  adjourn- 
ment. 

After  the  disposition  of  the  intervening  questions  of 
privilege,  a  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  McCook,  of  Ohio,  to 
proceed  to  vote  for  candidates  for  President  and  Vice- 
President.  Upon  that  motion,  the  Convention  instructed 
the  Chair  (not,  as  has  been  erroneously  supposed,  in  the 
recess  of  the  Convention,  the  Chair  determining  for  the 
Convention,  but  the  Convention  instructing  the  Chair)  to 
make  no  declaration  of  a  nomination  except  upon  a  vole 
equivalent  to  two-thirds  in  the  Klectoral  College  of  the 
United  States,  and  upon  that  balloting,  no  such  votp  be- 
ing given,  that  order  was,  upon  the  motion  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia  (.Mr.  Itussell),  laid  on  the  table,  for  the 
purpose  of  enabling  him  to  propose  a  motion,  which  he 
subsequently  did,  that  the  Conven'ion  ailjourii  from  the 
city  ot  Charleston  to  the  city  of  Ualtimore,  and  with  a 
provision  concerning  the  filling  of  vacancies  embraced  in 
the  same  resolution,  which  resolution  the  Secretary  will 
please  read. 

The  Secretary  read  the  resolution  as  follows  : 

"  I!f.<*>Ired,  That  when  this  Convenlion  adjourns  to-day.  It 
adjourn  to  reassemble  at  Ualllmorc,  Md.,  on  .Momlay,  the  ISti 
day  of  .June,  and  that  it  be  nispeiifiilly  rerommeiided  to  the 
Democratic  party  of  the  several  States,  to  mak.^  provision  for 
supplying  all  vacancies  in  their  respective  delegates  to  tiUa 
Convention  when  It  shall  reassemble." 

The  President. — The  Convention  will  thus  perceive  thai 
the  order  adopted  by  it  provided,  among  other  things, 
that  it  is  respectfully  recommeneled  to  the  Democratic 
party  of  the  several  States  to  make  provisions  for  sup- 
plying all  vacancies  in  their  respectives  delegation  to  thii 
Convention  when  it  shall  reassemble.  What  is  the  con- 
struction of  that  resolution  ? — what  is  the  scope  of  its  ap- 
plication ? — is  a  question  not  for  the  Chair  to  determine 
or  to  suggest  to  the  Convention,  but  for  the  Convention 
itself  to  determine. 

However  that  may  be.  In  the  preparatory  arrangements 
for" the  present  assembling  of  tiiis  Convention,  there  were 
addressed  to  the  Chair  the  credentials  of  members  elected, 
or  purporting  to  be  elected,  affirmed  and  confirmed  by 
the  original  Conventions  and  accredited  to  this  Conven- 
tion. In  three  of  those  cases,  or  perhaps  four,  the  cre- 
dentials were  authentic  and  complete,  presen'lng  no 
question  of  controverting  delegates.  In  four  others,  to 
wit — the  States  of  Georgia,  Alabama,  Louisiana  and  Dele- 
ware — there  were  contesting  applications.  Upon  those 
applications  the  Chair  was  calkd  to  determine  whether 
it  possessed  any  power  to  determine  prima  facie  metn- 
bership  of  this  Convention.  Thatqustion  was  presented 
•n  its  most  absolute  and  complete  form  in  the  case  of 
Mississippi,  where  there  was  no  contest  either  tliroui;h 
irregularity  of  form  or  of  competing  delegations,  and  so 
also  in  the  cases  of  Florida,  Texas  and  Arkansas.  In 
those  four  States,  ther«  being  an  apparent  aul.henticity 
of  commission,  the  Chair  was  called  upon  to  determine 
the  naked,  abstract  question  whether  he  had  power,  per- 
emptordy  and  preliminarily,  to  determine  \\\i: primn  farii 
nienibership  of  alleged  members  of  this  Convenlion.  The 
Chair  would  gladly  have  satisfied  himself  that  he  had  this 
power,  but  upon  examining  the  source  of  his  potter,  to 
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wlf — the  rules  of  the  House  of  Representatives — he  was 
unable  to  rtiscern  that  he  had  any  authority,  even 
prima  facie,  to  scrutinize  and  canvass  cr!r(lenti;iloi, 
althout'li  they  were  such  as,  upon  tlieir  face,  were  free 
from  coiitesr  or  controversy  either  of  form  or  of  substance, 
and  tiieref'ire  lie  deemed  it  liis  duty  to  reserve  tlie  deter- 
ininatiiiii  of  that  quesiion  to  be  submitted  to  tlie  Conven- 
tion. And  indue  time  tjie  Chair  will  present  that  ques- 
tion as  one  of  privilege  to  tliis  body. 

Gentlemen,  the  Convention  is  now  in  order  for  the 
transaction  of  business. 

The  Address  of  the  President  was  delivered 
in  a  clear,  loud  voice,  with  much  emphasis,  and 
was  listened  to  with  close  attention.  The  state- 
ment of  the  position  in  which  the  business  was 
left  at  the  time  of  the  adjournment  at  Charles- 
ton, created  an  evident  sensation,  inasmuch  as  it 
indicated  that,  according  to  the  opinion  of  the 
Chair,  the  platform  question,  as  well  as  the  rc- 
Bolution  declaring  that  a  vote  equal  to  two-thirds 
of  the  full  electoral  college  to  be  necessary  to 
t!ie  nomination  of  a  candidate  for  the  Presi- 
dency, were  each  in  a  position  to  be  again 
brought  up  for  the  action  of  the  Convention. 

ADMISSION    OF   DELEG.\TES. 

Mr.  Howard,  of  Tennessee,  offered  the  following 
resolution : 

Re>iolved.  that  the  President  of  this  Convention  direct 
the  Sergeant-at-.\rms  to  issue  tickets  of  admission  to  the 
delegates  of  the  Convention  as  originally  constituted  and 
organized  at  Charleston. 

Mr.  Cavanaugh,  of  Minnesota,  moved  to  lay  the  reso- 
lution on  the  table,  and  upon  that  motion  called  for  a 
vote  by  States  ;  but  by  request  withd -ew  his  motion  to 
permit  Mr  Sanford  E.  Church,  of  N.  Y.,  to  offer  the  fol- 
lowing, which  was  read  for  the  information  of  the  Con- 
vention and  created  much  excitement : 

Resolved,  That  the  credentials  of  all  persons  claiming 
seats  in  this  Convention  made  vacant  by  the  secession 
of  delegates  at  Charleston  be  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Credentials,  and  said  Committee  is  hereby  instructed, 
as  soon  as  pacticable,  to  examine  the  same  and  report 
the  names  of  peisons  entitled  to  such  seats,  with  the 
district — understanding,  however,  that  every  person  ac- 
cepting a  seat  in  this  Convention  is  bound  in  honor  and 
good  faith  to  abide  by  the  action  of  this  Convention  and 
support  its  nominations. 

After  a  riiniiiiig  debate  on  questions  of  order, 
in  which  Messrs.  Cochrane,  of  Js'.  Y.,  Saulsbury, 
of  Del.,  Clark,  of  Mo.,  Montgomery,  of  Pa., 
Cavanaugh,  of  Min.,  and  the  Chair  participated. 

Mr.  Church  moved  his  resolution  as  an  amendment  to 
that  offered  by  Mr,  Howard,  and  upon  that  he  called  for 
the  previous  question. 

Messrs.  Uilnior  and  Randall  rose  to  debate  the  ques- 
tion, but  the  Chair  ruled  debate  not  in  order. 

Mr.  Aveiy,  of  North  Carolina. — I  call  for  a  division  of 
ths  question,  so  that  the  first  question  shall  be  upon 
referiing  those  credentials  to  the  Committee,  and  the 
second  question  upon  the  proposition  to  initiate  test- 
oaths  in  the  Democratic  Convention.     [Applause.] 

The  Chair  could  not  entertain  such  a  proposition  at 
that  time,  as  the  previous  question  had  been  demanded. 
The  que.-tion  was — Would  the  Convention  second  the 
demand  for  the  previous  question  ? 

Mr.  Russell,  of  Va. — I  ask  that  this  Convention  will 
allow  me  to  make  a  friendly,  candid  and  sincere  appeal 
to  the  gentleman  who  made  the  call  for  the  previous 
question  (Mr.  Church,  of  New-York)  to  withdraw  his 
call. 

The  President.— The  Chair  has  no  authority  over  that 
question. 

Mr.  Russell.— I  ask  the  Chair  to  appeal  to  the  gentle- 
man to  allow  fai,-  play  in  this  Convention. 

Mr  Stuart,  of  iMich. — I  insist  that  the  Chair  preserve 
order. 

'ihe  President. — The  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr. 
Russell)  is  not  in  order. 

Mr.  Kussell. -If  we  are  to  be  constrained  to  silence,  I 
beg  gentlemen  to  consider  the  silence  of  Virginia  as 
Bomewliat  ominous.     (Applause  and  hisses.) 

The  qii  stion  was  stated  to  be  upon  seconding  the 
demand  for  the  previous  question.  Ueing  taken  viva 
voce. 

The  President  stated  that  the  noes  api.-eared  to  have  it. 


Mr.  Richardson,  of  111.,  doubted  the  announcement 
and  asked  that  the  vote  be  taken  by  States,  which  wa: 
ordered. 

Mr.  Brodhead,  of  Pa.,  stated  that  Mr.  Church  wa 
willing  to  withdraw  his  call  for  the  previous  question. 

The  Chair  decided  that  it  was  too  late. 

Mr.  Saulsbury,  of  Delaware,  moved  a  recess  to  4  p.j 
Lost:  73;  to  Hs^. 

Mr.  Howard,  of  Tennessee. — I  hold  in  my  hand  a  respec 
ful  communication  from  one  of  the  States  of  this  Unioi 
Mississippi,  not  now  represented  upon  this  fioor,  addresse 
to  the  President  of  this  Convention.  1  desire  that  it  t 
read  for  the  information  of  the  Convention. 

The  President. — It  can  only  be  done  by  common  consen 
as  the  seconding  the  demand  for  the  previous  question 
now  pending. 

Cries  of  "  object,"  "  object,"  from  various  quarters. 

The  President — Objection  being  made  to  reading  th 
communication,  the  Secretary  will  proceed  to  call  the  re 
of  States  upon  the  seconding  the  demand  for  the  previoi 
questioh. 

The  question  being  then  taken  by  States  upon  secon 
ing  the  demand  for  the  previous  question,  it  was  in 
agreed  to. 

Yeas. — Maine,  C  ;  New-Hampshire,  5;  Vermont,  4i 
Massachusetts,  4 ;  Connecticut,  34 ;  New-Jersey,  2J;  Pen 
sylvania,  9J  ;  Maryland,  2;  Missouri,  11;  Tennessee,  1 
Kentucky,  U;  Ohio,  23;  Indiana,  13;  Illinois,  11;  Mid 
gan,  0  ;  Wisconsin,  5  ;  Iowa,  4  ;  Minnesota,  2^—108^. 

Nays. — Maine,  2  ;  Vermont,  \ ;  Massachusetts,  %■ 
Rhode  Island,  4  ;  Connecticut,  2 — one  absent ;  New-Yor 
35 ;  New-Jersey,  4^ ;  Pennsylvania,  l^k  \  Delaware,  i 
Maryland,  6 ;  Virginia,  15 ;  North  Carolina,  10 ;  Arkansa 
1;  Missouri,  tU;  Tennessee,  8;  Kentucky,  lOj  ;  Minn 
sota,  li;  California,  4;  Oregon,  3 — 140K 

On  calling  the  roll,  the  New-York  delegation  asked  pe 
mission  to  retire  fir  consultation,  and  during  the  interi 
there  was  an  entire  cessation  of  business.  The  vote  of  ti 
State  as  a  unit  was  finally  rendered  against  the  call  for  t 
previous  question. 

The  question  was  then  stated  to  be  upon  the  amendme 
to  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Gilraor,  of  Pennsylvania,  offered  the  foUowi) 
amendment  to  Mr.  Church's  resolution : 

Refiolced,  That  the  President  of  the  Convention  be  ( 
reeled  to  issue  tickets  of  admission  to  seats  in  the  Conve 
tion,  to  the  delegates  from  the  States  of  Texas,  Florid 
Mississippi,  and  Arkansas,  in  which  States  there  are  i 
contesting  delegations. 

AVithout  taking  a  vote  on  Mr.  Gilmor's  resolution,  tl 
Convention,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Randall,  of  Pa.,  took  a  j 
cess  till  5  P.M. 

"When  the  Convention  reassembled,  the  President  sai 
Mr.  Randall,  of  Pennsylvania,  has  the  floor  upon  i 
amendment  moved  by  Mr.  Gilraor,  of  Pennsylvania. 

Before  proceeding  in  the  debate,  the  Chair  begs  leave 
state  to  the  Convention  that  he  has  had  placed  in  his  han 
the  credentials  of  gentlemen  claiming  seats  in  the  Conve 
tion,  from  the  States  of  Delaware,  Georgia,  Alaliama,  Fl 
rida,  Mississippi,  Louisiana,  Texas,  and  Arkansas,  inclu 
ing  in  that  enumeration  the  letter  presented  to  the  Co 
vention,  in  his  place,  by  Mr.  Howard,  of  Tennessee,  in  t 
half  of  the  gentlemen  claiming  seats  from  the  State  i 
Mississippi,  and  in  addition  to  that,  there  has  been  a 
dressed  to  the  Chair,  a  communication  from  Mr.  Chaffc 
claiming  a  seat  from  the  State  of  JIassachusetts.  The  Cht 
deems  it  his  duty  to  communicate  the  fact  to  the  Conve 
tion  that  those  several  documents  have  been  placed  in  1 
hands,  to  be  presented  at  the  proper  time  to  tlie  consider 
tion  of  the  Convention. 

Mr.  Gilmor,  of  Pennsylvania. — I  have  made  a  small  a 
dition  to  the  amendment  I  offered  this  morning  to  ti 
amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  New-York  (Mr.  Churcl 
for  the  purpose  of  coveiing  the  cases  mentioned  by  i. 
Chair  just  now. 

Tlie  amendment,  f.%  modified,  was  read  as  follows : 

Resolved,  That  the  Pi  esident  of  the  Convention  be  a 
thorized  to  issue  tickets  of  admis,sion  to  seats  in  this  Co 
vention,  to  the  delegates  from  the  States  of  ArkansE 
Texas,  Florida,  and  Mississippi,  in  which  States  there  a 
no  contesting  delegations,  and  that  in  those  States,  to  wi 
Delaware,  Georgia,  Alabama,  and  Louisiana,  v.here  the 
are  contesting  delegations,  a  Committee  on  Credentia 
shall  be  appointed,  by  the  several  delegations,  to  repo 
upon  said  States. 

After  discussing  points  of  order,  5Ir.  Clark,  of  Missou 
offered  a  substitute  for  Mr.  Gilmor's  amendment,  wliii 
was  read  for  fhe  infornujtlon  of  the  Convention,  as  f< 
lows : 

Strike  out  the  proviso  in  the  amendment  of  Jlr.  Churc 
of  New-York,  and  add  the  following : 

Hexolred,  That  the  citizens  of  the  several  States  of  t! 
Union  have  an  equal  rli;lit  to  settle  and  remain  in  the  Tt 
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ritories  of  the  United  States,  and  to  hold  therein,  unmo- 
lested by  any  leffislation  whatever,  their  slave  and  other 
property  ;  and  that  this  Convention  recognizes  the  opinion 
of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  in  the  Dred 
Scott  case,  as  a  true  exposition  of  the  Constitution  in  re- 
gard to  the  rights  of  the  citizens  of  the  several  States  and 
Territories  of  the  United  States,  upon  all  subjects  concern- 
ing which  it  treats  ;  and  that  the  members  of  this  Conven- 
tion pledge  themselves,  and  require  all  others  who  may  be 
authorized  as  delegates  to  make  the  same  pledge,  to  sup- 
port the  Democratic  candidates,  fairly  and  in  good  faith, 
nominated  by  this  Convention  according  to  the  usages  of 
tlie  National  Democratic  Party. 

Mr.  Randall  then  took  the  floor  and  opposed  the  amend- 
ment of  Mr.  Church,  and  favored  that  of  Mr.  Gilmor. 

The  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  New  York  im- 
poses a  condition  upon  the  returning  members  of  the 
several  States  that  seceded  at  Charleston.  I  deny  the 
power  of  tlie  Convention  to  impose  any  such  condition. 
The  right  of  their  constituents  is  unqualified  and 
beyond  the  power  of  this  Convention,  to  send  their  re- 
presentatives to  this  body  without  condition  and  without 
limitation.  ( Applause  and  hisses).  It  is  an  interference 
with  the  right  of  the  constituents  of  seven  seceding 
States  to  impose  any  qualification  upon  their  represent- 
atives in  this  body.  I  deny  its  equity  or  its  justice.  We 
who  sit  here— the  honorable  gentleman  who  moved  the 
amendment,  tjie  President,  the  Vice-Presidents  of  this 
body— all  who  sit  here,  are  unfettered  by  any  such 
limitation  or  condition.  (Applause.)  What  justice  in 
imposing  upon  others  the  condition  that  they  shall  come 
in  here  as  slaves,  with  the  bands  and  the  iron  fetters 
about  them,  with  no  right  to  e.xercise  their  judgment  or 
their  patriotism,  except  as  the  majority  of  tiiis  body 
may  choose  to  indicate?  I  deny  the  power  or  the  right. 
The  proposition  has  been  put  in  the  least  offensive 
shape. 

It  is  said  in  the  amendment  that  it  is  "  understood." 
Understood  !  an  apology  for  the  broad  declaration  of  a 
naked  invasion  of  the  lights  of  freemen.  Not  that  the 
members  of  this  body  tims  admitted  have  denied  the 
right,  but  it  is  understood  that  they  are  pledged  to  do 
what  other  members  are  not  pledged  to  do — to  conform 
to  the  decision  of  the  majority.  Mr.  President  and  gen- 
tlemen, I  invoke  you  to  look  at  the  injustice  of  every 
such  qualification — a  qualification  wliicli  no  honorable 
man,  excei)t  under  very  peculiar  circumstances,  could 
ever  submit  to ;  a  quahfication  which  it  is  known  that 
the  representatives  of  tliese  seven  seceding  States  will 
never  submit  to.  (Applause  and  hisses.)  But,  Mr.  Pre- 
sident and  brethren  of  the  great  Democratic  family, 
who  are  now  contending  for  the  success  of  the  Demo- 
cratic cause,  I  ask  you  to  halt,  not  simply  upon  the 
ground  of  right  and  justice,  but  of  policy.  Not  a  mem- 
ber of  this  body  but  knows  that  the  representatives  of 
those  Stales  will  not  give  any  such  pledge  (applause 
and  hisses);  that  it  is  tantamount  to  a  declaration  of 
secession  from  the  body.     (Applause  and  hisses.) 

The  debate  was  continued  by  Messrs.  Richardson,  of 
111.,  Cochrane,  of  N.  Y.,  Montgomery,  of  Pa.,  Merrick, 
of  III.,  King,  of  Mo.,  and  West  of  Ct.,  against.  Mr.  Gil- 
mor's  amendment,  and  by  Messrs.  Russell,  of  Va., 
Ewing,  of  t'enn  ,  Loring,  of  Mass.,  Hunter,  of  JIo., 
Avery,  of  N.  C,  and  Atkins,  of  Tenn.,  in  favor.  At  last, 
Mr.  Atkins  moved  the  iirevious  question,  which  was  sus- 
tained, 2*3  to  IS^,  and  the  Convention  adjourned  till 
Tuesday  morning. 

On  the  reassembling  of  the  Convention,  Mr.  Church 
askod  and  obtained  unanimous  consent  to  make  a  pro- 
position which  he  thouglit  would  produce  harmony,  lie 
said: 

Upon  consultation  with  the  gentleman  (Mr.  Gilmor  , 
who  moved  that  amendment  to  my  amendment,  we 
have  agreed,  if  it  meets  the  approbation  of  this  Conven- 
tion, for  the  purjjose  of  ha.  monizing  the  action  of  this 
Convention,  to  an  arrangement  alike  honorable  to  both 
sides,  and  whic'n,  if  carried  out,  will  terminate  the  con- 
troversy as  to  pending  questions.  The  proposition  which 
has  been  made  and  accepted  is  simply  this :  The  gentle- 
man fiom  PeiHisylvania  (Mr.  Gilmor)  is  to  withdraw  his 
amendment  to  my  amendment,  and  then  I  am  to  with- 
draw the  latter  part  of  my  resolutions,  leaving  only  a 
simple  resolution  of  reference  to  the  Committee  on  Cre- 
dentials.    (Applause). 

This  proposition  was  accept'  d,  and  the  resolution,  as 
thus  amended,  was  adopted  without  a  division.  Vacan- 
cies in  the  Committee  on  Credeni.ials  were  filled,  and  the 
committee,  as  now  constituted,  consisted  of  the  following 
gentlemen  : 

C.  D.  .lameson,  Me. ;  A,  P.  Hughes,  N.  H.  ;  Stephen 
Thomas,  Vl.  ;  Oliver  Stevens,  Mass.-;  George  H.  ISrown, 
K.  1. ;  James  Gallagher,  Conn.  ;  Delos  De  Wolfe,  N.  Y.  ; 
A.  ii.   Spear,   N.  J.  ;  H.  M.  t'Orlh,  Pa.  ;  W.   S.   Gillinas, 


Md. ;  E.  W.  Hubbard,  Va. ;  R.  R.  Bridges,  N.  0. ;  B.  P. 
Perry,  S.  C. ;  Jinnes  B.  Steadman,  Ohio  ;  W.  H.  Carrol, 
Tenn.  ;  S.  A.  Hall,  Ind.  ;  W.  J.  Allen,  111.  ;  John  M. 
Krum,  Mo.;  Benj.  Foilet,  Mich.;  D.  0.  Finch,  Iowa; 
P.  H.  Smith,  Wis.  ;  H.  H.  Sibley,  Minn. ;  J.  H.  Beverly, 
Del.  ;  Isaac  J.  Stevens,  Oregon ;  G.  H.  Morrow,  Kea 
tucky  ;  D.  S.  Gregory,  Cal. 

A  paper  was  presented  from  Mr.  O'Fallon,  of  Missouri, 
who  had  acted  at  Charleston  in  the  place  of  one  of  the 
regularly  appointed  delegates  from  that  State,  but  had 
been  refused  a  ticket  in  Baltimore,  asking  admission.— 
His  case  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Credentials. 

The  memorial  of  the  contesting  delegates  from  Arkan- 
sas was  also  presented,  and  was  handed  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Credentials.  And  the  Committee  took  a  recess 
till  5  P.M.,  at  which  time  it  reassembled,  but,  the  Com- 
mittee on  Credentials  not  being  ready  to  report,  the 
Convention,  without  transacting  any  business,  adjourned 
to  10  o'clock  the  following  day,  20th. 

The  Convention  met  at  the  usual  hour,  on 
Wednesday,  the  20th,  but,  in  consequence  of  tho 
delay  of  the  Committee  on  Credentials  in  report- 
ing, no  business  was  transacted. 

REPORT  OP  THE  COMMITTEE    ON  CREDENTIALS. 

On  Thursday,  the  21st,  the  Committee  on 
Credentials  presented  their  report,  or  rather  re- 
ports, for  there  were  three  ;  the  majority  report 
being  presented  by  Mr.  Krum,  of  Missouri,  as 
follows : 

1st.  Resolved,  That  George  H.  Gordon,  E.  Barksdale, 
W.  F.  Barry,  H.  C.  Chambers,  Jos.  R.  Davis,  Beverly  Mat- 
thew, Charles  Clarke,  W.  h.  Featherston,  P.  F.  Slidell, 
C.  G.  Armistead,  W.  F.  Avaunt,  and  T.  J.  Huoston,  are 
entitled  to  seats  in  this  Convention  as  delegates  from  the 
State  of  Mississippi. 

2d.  Beitolced,  That  Pierre  Soul6,  F.  Cotterman,  R.  C. 
Wickliffe,  Michael  Ryan,  Maunsell  White,  Charles  Bien- 
venala,  Gustav  Lenroy,  J.  C.  Morse,  A.  S.  Heron,  N.  D. 
Colburn,  J.  N.  T.  Richardson  and  J.  L.Walker  are  entitled 
to  seats  in  this  Convention  as  delegates  from  the  State  of 
Louisiana. 

3d.  Resolved,  That  R.  W.  Johnson,  T.  C.  Ilindman,  J. 
P.  Johnson,  Henry  Carroll,  J.  Gould,  and  John  A.  Jor- 
dan, be  entitled  to  seats  as  Delegates  from  the  State  of 
Arkansas,  with  power  to  cast  iico  votes,  and  that  Thomas 
H.  Bradley,  M.  Hooper,  and  D.  C.  Cross  be  also  admitted 
to  seats  as  delegates  from  the  same  State,  with  power  to 
cast  one  vote ;  and,  in  case  either  portion  of  said  dele- 
gates shall  refuse  or  neglect  to  take  their  said  seats  and 
to  cast  their  said  votes,  the  other  portion  of  said  dele- 
gates taking  seats  in  this  Convention  shall  be  entitled  to 
cast  the  entire  three  votes  of  said  State. 

4th.  Resolved,  That  J.  M.  Bryan,  F.  R.  Lubbock,  F.  S. 
Stockdale,  E.  Green,  II.  R.  Runnels,  Wm.  B.  Ochiltree, 
M.  W.  Carey,  Wm.  H.  Parrows,  R.  Ward,  J.  F.  Crosby,  B. 
Burrows,  and  V.  H.  Manning  are  entitled  -to  seats  from 
Texas. 

5th.  Resolved,  That  James  A.  Bayard  and  AVilliam  G. 
Whileley  are  entitled  to  seats  from  the  county  of  New- 
Castle,  Del. 

0th.  Resolved,  That  IC.  S.  Chaffee,  who  was  duly  admit- 
ted at  Charleston  as  a  delegate  from  the  fifth  congress- 
ional district  of  Massachusetts,  is  still  entitled  to  said  seat 
in  this  Convention,  and  that  B.  F.  Hallelt,  who  has  as- 
sumed said  seat,  is  not  entitled  thereto. 

7th.  Resolved,  That  John  O'Fallon,  who  was  duly  ad- 
milted  at  Charleston  as  a  delegate  from  the  eighth  electo- 
ral district  of  Missouri,  is  still  entitled  to  said  seal  in  this 
Convention,  and  that  Johnson  B.  Gardy,  who  has  cis- 
sumed  said  seal,  is  not  entitled  tliereto. 

Slh.  Resolveii,  That  R.  A.  Baker,  D.  C.  Humphrey, 
John  Forsyth,  Wm.  Jewell,  I.  I.  Seibles,  S.  C.  Posey, 
L.  E.  Parsons,  Joseph  C.  Bradley,  'Ihomas  B.  Cooper, 
James  Williams,  C.  H.  Brynan,  Daniel  W.  Weakley, 
L.  M.  B.  Martyr,  John  W.  Howard,  W.  R.  R.  Wyatt,  B. 
Hanson,  Thos.  JI.  Matthews,  and  Norbert  M.  Lord  are  en- 
tilled  to  seats  in  the  Convention  as  delegates  from  the 
State  of  Alabama. 

9th,  Resolved,  That  the  delegation  from  the  State  of 
Georgia,  of  which  H.  h.  Benning  is  chairman,  be  ad- 
mitted to  seats  in  the  Convention,  with  power  to  cast  one- 
half  of  the  vote  of  said  State,  and  that  ihe  delegation 
from  said  State,  of  which  Col.  Gardner  is  chairman,  be 
also  admitted  to  the  Convention,  with  power  to  cast  one- 
half  of  the  vote  of  said  Slate  ;  and  if  eitlier  of  said  dele- 
gations refuse  or  neglect  to  cast  the  vote  as  above  indi- 
cated, that  in  said  case  the  delegates  present  in  the  Con- 
vention be  aulhor^ed  to  cast  the  full  vote  of  said  Statu. 
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Mr.  Stevens,  of  Oregon — I  rise,  Mr.  Presiilcnl,  to  pre- 
sent tlic  lepoit  of  a  uiimirity  of  tlie  Comiuillec  on  ere- 
deutial:),  uud  1  will  proceed  to  reud  It ; 

MINOKITY    RKPOKT. 

2V  the  PreHdent  of  the  Democratic  Xational  Conrifn- 

tion  : 

Sir:  We,  the  undersiffiied.  members  of  the  Committee 
on  Credeiitiul^,  feel  const  mined  to  dissent  from  iniiny  of 
the  views  iind  a  large  portion  of  the  action  of  the  Mi;ijor- 
lly  of  tlie  Committee  in  respect  to  the  rights  of  delegates 
to  seats  referred  to  them  hy  the  Convention,  and  to  re- 
spectfully recommend  the  adojition  of  the  following  reso- 
lutions : 

1.  Hesolrfif,  That  B.  V.  llnlk-tt  is  entitled  to  a  seat  in 
this  Convention,  as  a  delegate  from  the  Olh  Congression- 
al district  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts. 

2.  Henolcfil,  That  Johnson  B.  liardy  is  entitled  to  a 
seat  in  this  Convention  as  a  delegate  from  the  Slh  Con- 
gressional district  of  the  State  of  Missouri. 

8.  Ii'eJ>olreii,  That  James  A.  Bayard  and  'William  G. 
Wh.lcley  are  entited  to  seals  in  this  Convention  as  dele- 
gules  from  the  State  of  Delaware. 

4.  /iV«o/re</,  That  the  delegation  headed  hy  R.  W. 
Johnson  arc  entitled  to  seats  in  this  CouventioD  as  dele- 
gates from  the  State  of  .\rkansa3. 

6.  A'Mo/rci/,  That  the  delegation  of  which  George  W. 
Bryan  is  chairman  are  entitled  to  seats  in  tliis  Conven- 
tion from  the  State  of  Te.xas. 

6.  JltMilreil.  That  the  delegation  of  which  John  Tarle- 
ton  is  chairman  are  entitled  to  seats  in  this  convention 
as  delegates  from  the  State  of  Louisiana. 

7.  Rexolred,  That  the  delegation  of  which  L.  P.  Walker 
is  chairman  are  entitled  to  seats  in  this  Convention  as 
delegates  from  the  Stale  of  Alabama. 

5.  That  the  delegation  of  which  Henry  L.  Banning  is 
cliairman  are  entitled  to  seats  in  this  Convention  as  dele- 
gates from  the  State  of  Georgia. 

9.  He»olreil,  That  the  delegation  from  the  State  of 
Florida  accredited  to  the  Charleston  Convention  are  in- 
vited to  take  seats  in  this  Convention  and  cast  the  vote 
of  the  State  of  Florida. 

The  Committee  presented  an  elaborately 
argued  report  to  susiuin  their  resolutions,  which 
wai*  signed  by 

I.  I.  Stkvkss,  Oregon,    E.  W.  IIcbdard,  Ta., 
A.  K.  Spkkr,  N.  J.,         K.  R.  Bkidgers,  X.  C, 
H.  M.  XoRTii,  Penn.,       W.  II.  Carroll,  Tenn., 
John  U.  Ckwley,  Del.,  Geo.  U.  Morrow,  Ky  , 
D.  S.  Gregory,  Cal. 
In  the  points  of  diflerence  between  the  ma- 
jority and   minority  reports  of  the  Cointnittee 
on  Credentials,  I   concur  in  the  conclusions  of 
the   minority   report  in  the  cases  of  Georgia, 
Alabama,  Missouri  and  Massachusetts. 

Aaron  V.  1Ii:ghes,  Xew-liainp.shire. 

Mr.  Gittings,  of  Maryland,  presented  still  an- 
other report,  concluding  with  the  following 
resolutions : 

Jtenolred,  That  so  much  of  the  majority  report  of  the 
Committee  on  Credentials  as  relates  to  .Miissachusetts, 
Missouri,  Delaware,  Ail^ansas,  Georgia,  Louisiana  and 
Texas,  be  adopted. 

JUnolred,  That  the  delegation  of  which  L.  P  Walker 
Is  chairman,  be,  and  tliey  are  hereby,  declared  the  oidy 
regularly  authorized  representatives  of  the  State  of 
Alabama,  and  as  such  are  entitled  to  seats  in  the 
National  Democratic  Convention. 

Mr.  Stevens  demanded  the  previous  question, 
which  was  sustained  by  the  Convention,  and 
the  main  question  was  ordered,  but,  wiiiiout 
taking  the  vote,  the  Convention  adjourned. 

When  the  Convention  assembled  on  the  22d, 
Mr.  Giitiniis  withdrew  his  report,  which  brought 
the  minority  report  proper — that  of  Mr.  Ste- 
vens, of  Oregon — tirst  in  order,  and  the  question 
being  put  on  the  substitution  of  the  whole 
niitiority  report  for  the  report  of  the  majority, 
the  motion  was  lost,  10  t.\  to  15(»,  as  follows: 

ViiiS— Maine,  2J;  New-Hampshire,  \;  Vermont,  ^\  ; 
Massachusetts,  6  ;  Connecticut,  •.'}  ;  .New-Jersey,  4;  I'ena-  ' 


sylvania,  IT  ;  Delaware, '2 ;  Maryland,  IS) ;  Virginia,  14 ; 
.North  Carolina,  U  ;  Arkansas,  \  ;  Missouri,  5;  Tennessee, 
10  ;  Kentucky,  lU  ;  Minnesota,  ll  -,  California,  4  ;  Uregou, 
3— 11K)J. 

Njkvs  — Maine,  5i  ;  New-Hampshire, -IJ  ;  Vermont,  3J  ; 
Massachusetts,  5;  Rhode  lsliin>l,  4;  Connecticut,  8^ ; 
Ne«-Vork,  86;  N ew- Jersey,  8  ;  I'enn.sylvania,  10;  .Mary- 
land, 'i  \  Virginia,  1;  Noitli  Carolina,  1;  Arkansas,  i; 
.Missouri,  4 ;  Tennessee,  1;  Kentucky,  '2;  Ohio,  "28 ;  In- 
diana, 18  ;  Illinois,  11  ;  Michigan,  li ;  Wiscuusiu,  6;  Iowa, 
4;  .Minnesota,  '21—150, 

Maryland,  {  vote  not  voted  ;  Tennessee,  1  vote  not  cast. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  adopting  the  majority 
report.  A  division  being  called  for,  the  vote  was  taken 
on  the  first  resolution,  udniilting  the  original  delegates 
from  .Misslssip  ]l,  which  was  adopted  almost  unanimously, 
•2J0  to  L'i. 

The  vote  was  then  taken  on  the  second  resolution, 
admitting  the  Soule  (^l)ouglas)  Delegate.s  from  Louisiana, 
which  resulted — .\ys,  1I>3;  Nays,  Ks- —  as  follows  : 

Vk.is — .Maine,  t>\  ;  New-llaiiipshire,  41 ;  Vermont,  4}  ; 
Massachusetts,  &;  Khode  Island,  4;  Connecticut,  o\ ; 
New-Vork,  3^> ;  New  Jersey,  t\  ;  l'enu.sylvania,  lU  ;  Mary- 
land,'21 ;  Virginia,!;  North  Cai  olina, '2  ;  Arkansas,!; 
.Missouri,  4  ;  Tennessee, '2  ;  Kentucky, '2;  Ohio, '28  ;  In- 
diana, 18 ;  Illinois,  11  ;  Michigan,  (i ;  Wisconsin,  5  ;  Iowa, 
4;  -Minnesota, '21— 168. 

Nays— Maine,  '21 ;  New-Hampshire,  \  ;  Vermont,  \  ; 
Massachusetts,  S  ;  Connecticut,  "21  ;  New-.lersey,  41  ; 
Pennsylvania,  17;  Delaware, '2  ;  Maryland,  .'il ;  V.rginia, 
18;  North  Carolina,  8;  Arkansas,  i  ;  .Missouri,  5;  Ten- 
nessee, 10  ;  Kentucky,  10  ;  Minnesota,  11 ;  California, 
4 ;  Oregon,  8— 9S. 

So  the  second  resolution  was  adopted. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  third  resolution,  ad- 
mitting Col.  llindmanand  his  colleagues  (the  original  dele- 
gates) with  power  to  cast  two  votes,  and  .Mr.  Hooper  and 
his  colleagues  (the  contestants)  with  power  to  cast  one 
vote  ;  and  providing  that,  if  either  set  of  delegates  refuse 
to  take  seats,  the  other  shall  be  entitled  to  cast  the  whole 
vote  of  the  State,  (.\rkansa3). 

A  division  of  tlie  question  being  called  for,  the  President 
decided  that  the  resolution  was  divisible. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  three  several  propositions, 
viz.  : — 1st.  The  admission  of  the  Hindman  delegates,  wiiich 
was  adopted,  182  to  Oi>.  2(1.  The  admission  of  the  Hooper 
delegates,  which  was  adopted,  150  to  1001.  8d.  On  the 
giving  power  to  one  set  to  cast  the  whole  vote  if  the  other 
set  withdrew,  which  was  adopted  nitljout  a  division. 

A.  vote  was  then  taken  on  the  fourth  resolution  of  the 
majority  report,  admitting  the  original  delegation  from 
tlie  State  of  Texas,  which  was  adopted  ahuost  unani- 
mously. 

A  vote  was  next  taken  on  the  fifth  resolution,  admitting 
Bayard  and  Wliiteley  from  Delaware.  Adopted  without  di- 
vision. 

The  si.xth  resolution,  giving  R.  L.  ChalTee  the  seat  In  the 
Miissactiusetts  delegation  contested  by  Mr.  Hallett,  was 
then  adopted — yeas,  Ms,  nays,  li  ll. 

Mr.  Stuart,  of  .Michigan,  at  this  point,  made  motions  to  re- 
consider each  vote  taken,  and  to  lay  the  same  on  the  ta- 
ble, it  being  understood  that  the  motions  were  not  to  be 
put  till  votes  on  all  the  propositions  hud  been  taken. 

The  seventh  resolution,  declaring  J.  O'Fallon  entitled  to 
the  seat  in  the  Missouri  delegation  claimed  by  Jolin  B. 
Gardy,  was  then  adopted — yeas,  18S1,  nays,  112. 

The  eighth  resolution,  admitting  the  contesting  delegates 
from  Alabama,  was  next  adopted.  Yeas,  1481  :  Nays, 
1011. 

Tlie  question  then  being  on  the  ninth  and  last  resolution 
of  the  mjyority  report,  admitting  both  delegations  from 
Georgia,  and  dividing  the  vote  ol  the  State  between  them, 
with  the  provision  that,  if  either  refused  to  take  seats,  the 
remaining  delegates  cast  the  vote  of  the  State. 

Before  the  vote  was  taken,  Mr.  Seward,  of  Georgia,  pre- 
sented a  communication  from  Col.  Gardner,  Chairman  of 
the  contesting  delegates  from  Georgia,  withdrawing  from 
the  contest,  and  the  resolution  was  lost — lOGi  to  146.  The 
original  (seceding)  delegation  from  Georgia,  beaded  by 
H.  L.  Benning,  was  subsequently  admitted. 

The  President  stated  the  next  question  to  be  upon  lay- 
ing upon  the  table  the  motion  to  reconsider  the  vote  by 
wlilfh  the  Convention  refused  to  substitute  the  resolu- 
tions reported  by  the  minority  of  the  Committee  on  Cre- 
dentials for  those  reported  by  the  majority  of  said  Com- 
mittee. 

The  question  being  then  taken  by  States,  the  motion  to 
lay  on  tlie  table  was  not  ag^'eed  to — ^yeas,  1181 ;  Nays,  12S1 
— as  follows  : 

Ye.\s — Maine,  51 ;  New-Hampshire,  8  ;  Vermont,  41 ; 
Massachusetts,  5  ;  Khode  Island,  4  ;  Couneetlout,  81 ;  New- 
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Jersey,  8i ;  Pjnnsylvania,  10  ;  Maryland,  2  ;  North  Caro- 
lina, 1  ;  Arkansas,  i  ;  Missouri,  4^  ;  Kentucky,  2 ;  Ohio, 
2:i ;  Indiana,  13;  Illinois,  11  ;  Michigan,  6;  Wisconsin,  6; 
Iowa,  4  ;  Minnesota,  2^ — 113t. 

Nays — Maine,  2i  ;  New-Hampshire,  2;  Vermont,  i ; 
Massachusetts,  S ;  Connecticut, 'J^ ;  New- York,  35;  New- 
Jersey,  3i  ;  Pennsylvania,  17  ;  Delaware,  2  ;  Maryland, 
C  ;  Virginia,  15  ;  North  Carolina,  9  ;  Arkansas,  i  •  Missouri, 
4i ;  Tennessee,  12;  Kentucky,  10;  Minnesota,  1^;  Cali- 
fornia, 4 ;  Oregon,  3 — loSj-. 

When  New-York  was  called,  her  delegates  asked  time 
to  consult,  but  finally  gave  her  thirty-five  votes  against 
the  motion  to  lay  upon  the  table,  which,  had  it  prevailed, 
would  have  precluded  all  further  reconsideration  of  the 
subject. 

The  question  recurred  upon  the  motion  to  reconsider  the 
vote  rejecting  the  minority  resolutions. 

Mr.  Cessna,  of  Pa.,  moved  the  previous  quesKon,  which 
was  sustained,  and  the  question  being  taken  by  States, 
the  motion  to  reconsider  was  rejected — 103  to  149 — as  fol- 
lows : 

Y''eas  — Maine,  2J-;  New-Hampshire,  2  ;  Vermont,  1 ;  Mas- 
sachusetts, S  ;  Connecticut,  2i  ;  New-Jersey,  4j  ;  Pennsyl- 
vania, 17  ;  Delaware,  2  ;  Maryland,  6  ;  Virginia,  15  ;  North 
Carolina,  9  ;  Arkansas,  ^  ;  Missouri,  4^;  Tennessee,  10; 
Kentucky,  10 ;  Minnesota,  I5  ;  California,  4  ;  Oregon,  3 — 
103. 

Nats — Maine,  5i  ;  New-Hampsliire,  8  ;  Vermont,  4 ;  Mas- 
sachusetts, 5;  Rhode  Island,  4;  Connecticut,  3^;  New- 
York,  35  ;  New-Jersey,  2i  ;  Pennsylvania,  10;  Maryland, 
2;  North  Carolina,  1;  Arkansas,  i;  Missouri,  4i  ;  Ten- 
nessee, 2  ;  Kentucky,  2 ;  Ohio,  23 ;  Indiana,  13 ;  Illinois, 
11 ;  Michigan,  6  ;  Wisconsin,  5  ;  Iowa,  4 ;  Minnesota,  ii — 
149. 

The  several  motions  to  lay  on  the  table  the  question  of 
reconsidering  the  votes  by  which  each  of  the  resolutions 
of  the  majority  had  been  adopted,  wei'e  then  put  and  car- 
ried in  the  affirmative,  and  the  several  delegates  who  had 
been  voted  in  wex'e  then  admitted  to  seats. 

VIRfilNIA    WITHDRAWS. 

Mr.  Russell,  of  Virginia. — If  it  be  the  pleasure  of  your- 
self, Mt.  President  and  the  Convention,  I  will  now  make 
the  brief  announcement  of  which  I  made  mention  this 
morning. 

I  will  detain  the  Convention  but  a  very  brief  time.  I 
understand  that  the  action  of  this  Convention  upon  the 
various  questions  arising  out  of  the  reports  from  the 
Committee  ou  Credentials  has  become  final,  complete  and 
irrevocable.  And  it  has  become  my  duty  now,  by  direc- 
tion of  a  large  majority  of  the  delegation  from  Virginia, 
respectfully  to  inform  this  body  that  it  is  inconsistent 
with  their  convictions  of  duty  to  participate  longer  in  its 
deliberations.  (Loud  applause  in  the  Convention  and  in 
Uie  galleries,  with  loud  ciies  from  the  galleries.) 

The  disorder  continued  for  some  minutes,  after  which 

Mr.  KuS3ell  resumed — Ttie  delegates  from  Virginia, 
who  participate  in  this  movement,  have  come  to  the  con- 
clusion which  I  have  announced,  after  long,  mature  and 
anxious  deliberation,  and  after,  in  their  judgment,  hav- 
ing exhausted  all  honorable  efforts  to  obviate  this  neces- 
sity. In  addition  to  the  facts  which  appear  upon  your 
record,  I  desire  the  attention  of  this  body  long  enough 
only  to  state  that  it  is  ascertained  that  the  delegations 
to  which  you,  sir,  under  the  order  of  this  Convention, 
have  just  directed  tickets  to  be  issued— some  of  them  at 
least  and  all  of  them  whom  we  regard  as  the  representa- 
tives of  the  Democracy  of  their  States— will  decline  to 
join  here  in  the  deliberations  of  this  body.  B'or  the  rest, 
the  reasons  which  impel  us  to  take  this  important  step 
will  be  lendered  to  those  to  whom  only  we  are  responsi- 
ble, the  Democracy  of  the  Old  Dominion.  To  you,  sir, 
and  to  the  body  over  which  you  preside,  I  have  only  to 
say  in  addition  that  we  bid  you  a  respectful  adieu. 

The  portion  of  the  delegation  from  Virginia  which  re- 
tired then  left  their  seats  and  proceeded  out  of  the  Hall, 
shaking  hands  with  members  of  various  delegations  as 
they  passed  along. 

Jlr.  iloffatt,  of  Virginia — made  a  speech  in 
defense  of  his  course,  and  that  of  his  colleagues 
who  remained  in  the  Convention. 

WITHDRAWAL    OF    NORTH    CAROLINA. 

Mr.  Lander,  of  North  Carolina. — Mr.  President,  painful 
as  the  duty  is,  it  is,  nevertheless,  my  duty  to  announce 
here,  as  a  representative  of  the  delegates  from  North  Caro- 
lina, that  a  very  large  majority  of  them  are  coni|)elled  to 
retire  permanently  from  tliis  Convention  on  account  of  the 
unjust  action,  as  we  conceive,  that  has  this  day  been  per- 
petrated upon  some  of  our  sovereign  States  and  fellow 
citizens  of  the  South.     We  of  the  South  have  heretofore 


maintained  and  supported  the  Northern  Democracy  for  tho 
reason  that  they  are  willing  to  attribute  to  us  in  the  South 
equality  in  the  Union.  The  vote  to-day  has  satisfied  the 
majority  of  the  North  Carohna  delegates  that,  that  behig 
refused  by  our  brethren  of  the  Northei-n  Democracy,  North 
Caroliiia — Uip  Van  Winkle,  as  you  may  call  her — can  no 
longer  remain  in  this  Convention.  The  rights  of  sovereign 
States  and  of  gentlemen  of  the  South  have  been  denied  liy 
a  majority  of  tliis  body.  We  cannot  act,  as  we  conceive, 
in  view  of  this  wrong.  I  use  the  word  "  wrong  "  with  no 
intention  to  reflect  upon  those  gentlemen  of  the  North 
Carolina  delegation  who  differ  with  me  or  with  the  majority 
of  the  delegation.  For  these  reasons,  without  assigning 
any  more,  as  I  have  no  idea  of  inflicting  a  speech  upon 
this  Convention,  who  are  in  no  state  of  preparation  to  re- 
ceive it,  I  announce  that  eight  out  of  ten  of  the  votes  of 
North  Carolina  ask  to  retire. 

WITHDRAWAL    OF    TENNESSEE. 

Mr.  Ewing,  of  Tennessee. — Mr.  President,  in  behalf  of 
the  delegation  from  Tennessee,  I  beg  leave  to  address  this 
Convention  upon  this  occasion,  so  important,  and,  to  us, 
so  solemn  in  its  consequences.  The  delegation  from  Ten- 
nessee have  exhibited,  so  far  as  they  knew  how,  evei'y  dis- 
position to  harmonize  this  Convention,  and  to  bring  its 
labors  to  a  hajipy  result.  They  were  the  first,  when  the 
majority  platform  was  not  adopted,  to  seek  for  some  pro- 
position for  compromise — something  that  would  enable  us 
to  X  armonize.  They  have  a  candidate  who  was  dear  to 
them.  They  cast  away  his  prospect  for  the  sake  of  har- 
mony. They  have  yielded  all  that  they  can.  They  have 
endeavored,  with  all  their  power,  to  accomplish  the  result 
they  came  here  for ;  but  they  fear  that  the  result  is  not  to 
be  accomplished  in  a  manner  that  can  render  a  just  and 
proper  account  to  their  constituents.  We  have  consulted 
together,  and,  after  anxious  and  long  deliberation,  without 
knowing  exactly  what  phase  this  matter  might  finally  pre- 
sent, we  have  not  adopted  any  decisive  rule  for  our  action  ; 
but  a  large  majority  of  our  delegates — some  twenty  to  four 
— have  decided  that,  upon  the  result  now  obtained,  we 
shall  ask  leave  of  this  Convention  to  retire,  that  we  may 
consult  and  announce  our  final  action.  We  shall  take  no 
further  part  in  the  deliberations  of  this  Convention,  unless 
our  minds  should  change ;  and  of  that  I  can  offer  you  no 
reasonable  hope. 

A    PORTION    OF    MARYLAND    WITHDRAWS. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Maryland. — Mr.  President,  I  am  author- 
ized by  my  colleagues  to  report  the  state  of  facts  in  regard 
to  a  portion  of  the  Maryland  delegation.  Kepresenting, 
in  part,  a  district  in  Maryland  upon  which  the  first  blood 
of  the  irrepressible  conflict  was  shed,  a  district  which  sent 
fifteen  men  in  midwmter  to  the  rescue  of  Philadelphia 
and  New-Jersey,  we  are  obliged  now  to  take  a  step  which 
dissolves  our  connection  with  you,  and  to  bid  you  a  final 
adieu.  We  have  made  all  sacrifices  for  the  grand  old 
Democratic  party,  whose  mission  it  has  been  to  preserve 
the  Constitution  and  to  care  for  the  Rejjulilic  for  more 
than  sixty  years,  until  it  now  seems  as  if  you  were  going 
to  substitute  a  man  in  the  place  of  principle.  (Calls  to 
order.)  I  desii-e  to  be  respectful.  I  desire  to  say  that  the 
action  of  the  majority  of  the  late  Convention — a  majority 
created  by  the  operation  of  a  technical  unit  rule  imposed 
upon  the  Convention  contrary  to  Democratic  precedent 
and  usage — States  have  been  disft-anchised,  and  districts 
deprived  of  their  rights,  until,  in  our  opinion,  it  is  no  longer 
consistent  with  our  honor  or  our  rights,  or  the  rights  of 
our  constituents,  to  remain  here.  Cherishing  deeply  and 
wai-mly  the  remembrance  of  the  many  gallant  deeds  you 
have  done  for  us  in  times  past,  hoping  that  hereafter  no 
occasion  may  ever  occur  to  weaken  this  feeling,  I  now,  on 
behalf  of  the  representatives  of  Maryland,  tell  you  that 
in  all  future  time,  and  in  all  future  contests,  our  lot  is  cast 
with  the  people  of  the  South.  Their  God  shall  be  our  God, 
and  their  country  our  country.     (Applause.) 

Mr.  Glass,  of  Virginia,  declined  any  further 
participation  in  the  proceedings  of  the  Conven- 
tion, but  did  not  indorse  the  action  of  his  col- 
leagues in  withdrawing. 

Mr.   Watterson, 
withdraw. 


of  Tennessee,    declined    to 


CALIFORNIA  WITHDRAWS AN  EXCITEMENT. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  California,  said  :  While  I  cannot  say 
with  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  (Mr.  Junes)  iliat  my 
Democracy  dates  back  to  that  time  of  wliieh  I  have  no  re- 
collection, yet  I  can  say  tliat  it  is  unspotted  as  the  vault 
of  heaven.  California  is  here  witli  melanclioly  face — 
Cali'oruia  is  here  wiih  a  lacerated  hea  t,  bleeding  and 
weeping  over  the  downfall  and  the  destruciion  of  liie  D«» 
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mocr«ific  party.  (Applause  and  laughter.)  Yti.  sir,  the 
destruction  of  the  Democratic  party,  consumu'ateii  by 
assassins  now  grinning  upon  this  floor.  (Loud  cries  of 
'*  order,"  "  order,"  "  put  him  out,"  and  great  coufusion.) 

DELAWAUE    WITHDRAWS. 

Mr.  Saulsbury  did  not  desire  to  occupy  the  attention  of 
the  Convention  but  for  a  moment.  The  delegates  from  his 
Slate  had  done  all  in  their  power  to  promote  the  harmony 
and  unity  of  this  Convention,  and  it  was  their  purpose  to 
continue  to  do  so.  I  am,  liowevcr,  instructed  by  the 
delegation  to  announce  that  they  desire  to  be  excused 
from  voting  on  any  furtlier  ballots  or  votes,  unless  cir- 
cumstances should  alter  this  determination.  It  is  our 
desire  to  be  left  free  to  act  or  not  act,  their  desire  being 
to  leave  the  question  open  for  the  consideration  of  their 
constituents  after  their  return  home. 

Mr.  Steele,  of  North  Carolina,  briefly  addressed  the 
Convention,  stating  that  he,  for  the  present,  at  least, 
should  not  retire. 

After  explauutious  and  debate,  the  motion  "Shall  the 
main  question  be  now  put,"  (to  go  into  nomination  ol  can- 
didates for  President  and  Vice-Presidtni)  Was  carried,  and 
Uie  Convention  adjourned. 

KENTUCKY  WITHDRAWS  IK  PART. 

On  Saturday  (•23d),  Mr.  Caldwell,  of  Kentucky,  in  be- 
half of  the  delegation  from  that  State,  said  : 

The  circumstances  in  which  we  (the  Kentucky  Dele- 
gation) are  placed  are  exceedingly  embarrassing,  and  we 
have  not  therefore  been  enabled  to  come  to  an  entirely 
harmonious  conclusion.  The  result  is,  however,  that  r.Wie 
of  the  delegates  of  Kentucky  remain  in  the  Convention, 
(applause.)  There  are  ten  delegates  who  withdraw  from 
the  Convention. 

The  exact  character  of  their  withdrawal  is  set  forth  in  a 
eingle  par 'graph,  with  their  names  appended,  which  I 
desire  the  Secretary  to  read  before  I  sit  down.  There  are 
five  others — completing  the  delegation — who  desire  for 
the  present  to  suspend  their  connection  with  the  action 
of  this  Convention.  I  will  add  here,  that  there  may  be 
no  misunderstanding,  that  I  myself  am  one  of  those  five, 
and  we  have  also  signed  a  short  paper,  which  I  shall  also 
Hsk  the  Secretary  to  rrad  to  the  Convention. 

I  am  requested  by  ihose  who  withdraw  from  the  Con- 
vention, and  by  those  who  su.-pend  their  action  for  the 
present  with  the  C"nvention,  to  say  that  it  is  their  wish 
that  their  seats  in  this  Convention  shall  not  be  filled  or 
occupied  by  any  others ;  and  that  no  one  shall  claim  the 
right  to  cast  their  votes.  The  right  of  those  remaining  in 
the  Convention  lo  cast  their  individual  vole,  is  not  by  us 
questioned  in  any  degree.  But  we  enter  our  protest 
against  any  one  casting  i.ur  vote. 

I  will  ask  the  Secretary  to  read  the  papers  I  have  indi- 
cated, and  also  one  which  a  gentleman  of  our  delegation 
has  handed  me,  which  he  desires  to  be  read.  I  ask  that 
the  three  papers  be  read. 

The  first  paper  read  was  signed  James  G. 
Leach,  the  writer  of  which  animadverted  in 
rather  strong  terms  upon  the  action  of  the  Con- 
vention, in  the  matter  of  the  admission  and 
rejection  of  delegates  from  certain  States.  The 
communication  was  regarded  as  disrespectful  to 
the  Convention,  and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Payne, 
of  Ohio,  it  was  returned  to  the  writer.  The 
Secretary  then  read  the  other  two  communica- 
tions from  the  Kentucky  delegation  as  follotvs  : 

To  the  Hon.  Caleb  Gushing,  President  of  the  National 
Detnocrutic  Convention,  assembled  in  the  city  of 
Baltimore  : 

The  Democratic  Convention  for  the  State  of  Kentucky, 
held  in  tiie  city  of  Frankfort,  on  the  9ih  day  of  January, 
1S6'>,  amoiig  others,  adcpted  the  follnwiiig  resolution  : 

Jiesolved,  That  we  pledge  the  Democracy  of  Kentucky 
to  an  honest  and  industrious  support  of  the  nominee  of 
the  Charleston  Convention. 

Since  theadoption^-f  tins  resolution,  and  the  assembling 
of  this  Convention,  e\  ?nl3  have  transpired  not  then  con- 
templated, notwithstanding  which  we  have  labored  dili- 
gently to  preserve  the  harmony  and  unity  of  said  Con- 
vention;  but  ciisco-.d  and  disintegration  have  prevailed  j 
to  such  an  extent  that  we  feel  that  our  efforts  cannot 
accomplish  tins  end. 

Therefore,  without  intending  to  vacate  our  seats,  or  to 
Join  or  participate  in  any  othe.-  Convention  or  orgauiza- 1 
Uon   in   this   city,  and  with   the   intention  of  again  co-  J 
operating  with   this   Convei.tion,   should   its  unity  and! 
b&rmony  be  restored  by  any  future  event,  we   now  de- 


clare that  we  will  not  participate  in  the  meantime  in  the 
deliberations  of  this  Convention,  nor  hold  ourselves  or 
constituents  bound  by  its  action,  but  leive  both  at  full 
liberty  to  act  as  future  circumstances  may  dictate. 
N.  W.   WlLLHUSO.S',  W.  Br.^dlet, 

G.  A.  CALDWtU.,  SAMUtL  B.  FlKUD, 

Thos.  J.  TOCSG. 

liesolred.  That  the  Chairman  of  our  delegation  be 
instructed  to  inform  the  Convention  in  our  behalf  that,  in 
the  present  condition  of  that  body,  we  deem  it  inconsist- 
ent with  our  duty  to-  ourselves  and  our  constituents  to 
participate  further  in  its  del.berations.  Our  reasons  for 
so  doing  will  be  given  to  the  Democracy  of  Kentucky. 
Jno.  Disuman,  L.  Grkin, 

J.  S.  Kendall,  K.  M  Jounsos, 

Jos.  B.  Bece,  Cal.  Bdtler, 

D.  W    Ql'AKLES,  K.  NiCKKK, 

Colbert  C^cil,  James  G.  Leach. 

Mr.  Keed,  of  Ky.,  spoke  briefly  in  defense  oi 
the  course  of  the  nine  delegates  from  that  State, 
who  remained  with  the  Conveniiou. 

MISSOURI    DEFINES   HER    POSITION. 

Mr.  Clark,  of  Missouri,  annoimced  as  the  re- 
sult of  a  consultation  of  a  portion  of  the  Mis- 
souri delegation,  that  two  of  that  delegation 
had  decided  to  withdraw  from  the  Convention. 

Mr.  Hill,  of  N.  C,  who  iiad  refused  to  retire 
with  his  colleagues  on  the  previous  day,  now 
announced  his  intention  of  wiiiidrawiiig. 

Mr.  Cessna,  of  Pennsylvania,  called  for  the 
vote  upon  his  resoltition  to  proceed  to  nominate 
candidates  for  President  and  Vice-President; 

MR.  CUSHING    RESIGNS    THE    CHAIR. 

Mr.  Cushing  resigned  iiis  post  as  presiding 
officer,  in  a  brief  speech,  and  left  ihe  chair. 

Gov.  Tod,  of  Ohio,  iuiiuediateiy  assiiiiied  the 
chair,  and  was  greeted  with  eniliusiastic  and 
liearty  cheers.  After  order  was  restored,  he 
said : 

As  the  present  presiding  officer  of  this  Convention  by 
common  consent  of  my  brother  Vice-Presidents,  witlj 
great  diflidence  I  assume  the  chai;-.  A>  hen  1  announce 
to  you  that  for  thirty-four  years  1  have  stood  up  in  that 
district  so  long  m;srep;e3ented  by  Joshua  U.  Chddings, 
with  the  Democratic  banner  in  my  hand  (applause),  1 
know  that  I  shall  receive  the  good  wishes  of  this  Conven- 
tion, at  least,  for  the  discha.  ge  of  the  duties  of  the  chair. 
If  tiiere  are  no  i)rivileged  questions  intervening,  the 
fcecreta.y  wi41  proceed  with  the  call  of  the  States. 

MASSACHUSETTS    DESIRES    A    HEARING. 

Mr.  Butler,  of  Mass.,  addressed  the  chair,  and  desired 
to  present  a  protest  Objection  was  made  by  Mr. 
Cavanaugh,  of  Minnesota,  and  tiie  States  were  called  on 
the  question  of  jiroceeding  to  a  vote  for  President. 
When  Massachusetts  was  called,  Mr.  Butler  said  :  Mr. 
President,  I  have  the  instruction  of  a  majority  of  the 
delegation  from  Massachusetts  to  present  a  written  pro- 
test. 1  will  send  it  to  the  Ciiair  to  have  it  read.  (Calls 
to  order.)  And  furtlier,  with  your  leave,  I  desire  to  say 
what  1  think  will  be  pleasant  to  this  Convention.  First, 
that,  while  a  majority  of  the  delegation  from  Massachu- 
setts do  not  purpose  further  to  panic  pate  in  the  doings 
of  this  Convention,  we  desire  lo  part,  if  we  may,  to  meet; 
you  as  friends  and  Democrats  again.  We  de.-ire  to  part 
in  the  same  spirit  of  manly  courtesy  with  which  we  came 
together.  Therefore,  if  you  will  allow  me,  instead  of 
reading  to  you  a  long  document,  I  will  state,  within  par- 
liauientary  usage,  exactly  the  reasons  why  we  take  the 
step  we  do. 

Thanking  the  Convention  for  their  courtesy,  allow  me 
to  say  that  though  we  have  protested  against  the  action 
of  this  body  excluding  the  delegates,  although  we  are  not 
satisfied  v.ith  that  act.on  — 

We  have  not  discussed  the  question,  Mr.  President, 
whether  the  action  of  the  Convention,  in  excluding  cer- 
tain delegates,  could  be  any  reason  for  wltlidiawal  We 
now  pul  our  withdiawal  before  you,  upon  the  simple 
ground,  among  others,  that  there  has  been  a  withdrawal 
in  part  of  a  majority  of  the  States,  and  further  (and  that, 
perhaps,  more  persona!  to  niyseTf\  upon  the  ground  that 
I  will  not  isil  Lu  a  Convention  where  the  African  slave' 


48 


A  POLITICAL   TEXT-BOOK   FOR   1860. 


trade— which  is  piracy  by  the  laws  of  ray  country— is  ap-  l 

provingly  advocated.     (Uieat  sensation.) 

A  portion  of  ihe  Massachusetts  delegation  here  retired.  I 
Mr.  Stevens,  of  Massacliusetts,  said— 1  am  not  ready 

at   this  moment  to  cast  the  vote  of  Massachusetts,  the 

delegation  being  in  consultation  as  to  their  rights. 

The  call  proceedetl,  the  chairman  of  each  Cou- 
votUion  maliiiig  a  speech  on  delivering  the  vote 
of  his  State  ;  and  Mr.  Stevens  finally  stated  that, 
although  a  portion  of  the  Massachusetts  delega- 
tion had  withdrawn,  he  was  instructed  by  his 
remaining  colleagues  to  cast  the  entire  vote  of 
the  State. 

Mr.  Kussell,  of  New  York,  withdrew  the  name 
of  Horatio  Seymour  as  a  candidate.  The  fol- 
lowing is  the  result  of  the  ballotings  for  Presi- 
dent: 


FIRST  BALLOT. 


SECOND  BALLOT. 


STATES. 


Maine 5i 

New-llamijshire. .  5 

Vermont 5 

Massachusetts 10 

Khode  Island 4 

Connecticut 3j 

New-i'ork o& 

New-Jersey '-^i 

Pennsylvania  ...  10 

Maryland 2i 

Virginia li 

Noah  Carolina.. .   1 

Alabama 9 

Louisiana G 

Arkansas 1 

M.ssouri 4ri 

'I  eunessee 3 

Kentucky — 

(jiiio 23 

Indiana 13 

Illinois 11 

iiichigan 6 

Wisconsin 5 

Iowa 4 

Minnesota 2i 

Total 1T3J 


a 


'2 


3   .. 


i      - 


1 

^■■ 


1 

10 


.  7 
,.  5 
,.  5 

..10 
..   4 
,.  3i 
.  .35 
..  2i 
..10 
. .   ..J 
..    3 
..   1 
..  9 
..  (J 
..  li 
..   4i 
3 
..  3 
..23 
..13 
..11 
..  6 
..  5 
..  4 
..  4 

ISli 


rf3 
3 

o 


i    - 


2i 


1^ 


Ti        5i 


On  the  first  baUot,  Henry  A.  Wise,  of  Virginia,  received 
i  a  vote  from  Maryland;  liocock,  of  Va.,  received  1  vote 
from  Virginia ;  Daniel  is.  Dickinson,  i  vote  from  Virginia; 
and  Horatio  tfeymour  1  vote  from  Pennsylvania. 

On  the  announcement  of  the  first  ballot,  Mr.  Church,  of 
New-York,  ollered  the  following  : 

lienolved  aiiatiimumly,  That  Stephen  A.  Douglas,  of 
the  State  of  lUmois,  having  now  received  two-tniras  of  all 
the  votes  given  in  this  Convention,  is  hereby  declared,  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  rules  governing  this  body,  and  in  accord- 
ance with  the  miiform  customs  and  rules  of  former  Demo- 
cratic National  Conventions,  the  regular  nominee  of  the 
Democratic  party  of  the  United  Stales,  for  the  office  of 
President  of  the  Cnited  States. 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Pennsylvania,  raised  the  point  of  order, 
tliat  the  resolution  proposed  practically  to  rescind  a  rule 
of  the  Convention  (requiring  two-thirds  of  a  full  Conven- 
tion, 20"i  votes,  to  nominate),  and  could  not,  under  the 
rules,  be  adopted  without  one  day's  notice. 

The  Chair  ruled  that  the  resolution  was  in  order,  and 
after  a  lengthy  and  animated  debate  it  was  withdrawn  till 
after  another  ballot  should  be  taken.  When  the  result  of 
tlie  second  ballot  liad  been  annoiuiced,  Mr.  Church's  re- 
solution was  called  up  again  and  passed. 

Benj.  Fitzpatrick,  of  Alabama,  was  nominated 
for  Vice-President,  receiving  I'JS^V  votes,  and 
Mr.  Wilham  0.  Alexander,  of  ^'.*' J.,  1.  [Mr. 
Fitzpatrick  declined  the  nonihiatiou  two  days 
afterward,  and  the  National  Committee  suppUed 
the  vacancy,  by  the  nomination  of  Herschel  V. 
Johnson,  of  Georgia]. 

Gov.  Wickliffe,  of  Louisiana,  offered  the  following  resolu 

tion  as  an  addition  to  the  Platform  adopted  at  Charleston 

Mcnolved,  That  iu  its   accordance  with  the  iuterpreta 


tion  of  the  Cincinnati  Platform,  that,  during  the  existence 
of  the  Territorial  Governments,  the  measure  of  restric- 
tion, whatever  it  may  be,  imposed  by  the  Federal  Consti 
tution  on  the  power  of  the  Territorial  Legislature  over  the 
subject  of  the  domestic  relations,  as  the  same  has  been,  or 
shall  hereafter  be,  finally  determined  by  the  Supreme  Court 
of  the  United  States,  should  be  respected  by  all  good  citi- 
zens, and  enforced  with  promptness  and  fidelity  by  every 
branch  of  the  General  Government. 

Mr.  Payne,  of  Ohio,  moved  the  previous  ques- 
tion, and  this  resolution  was  adopted,  with  only 
two  dissenting  votes. 

THE    SECEDERS'    CONVENTION". 

The  delegates  who  had  withdrawn  from  the 
Convention  at  the  Front-Street  Theater,  to- 
gether with  the  delegations  from  Louisiana  and 
Alabama,  who  were  refused  admission  to  that 
Convention,  met  at  the  Maryland  Institute  on 
Saturday  the  '28th  of  June,  twenty-one  States 
were  represented  either  by  full  or  partial  dele- 
gations. The  States  not  represented  at  all 
were  Connecticut.  Illinois,  Indiana,  Iowa,  Maine, 
Michigan,  New-Hampshire,  New-Jersey,  Ohio, 
Rhode  Island,  South  Carolina,  and  Wisconsin. 

The  Hon.  Caleb  Cushing,  of  Massachusetts, 
was  chosen  to  preside,  assisted  by  vice-pre- 
sidents and  secretaries. 

The  Convention  adopted  a  rule  requiring  a 
vote  of  two-thirds  of  all  the  delegates  present 
to  nominate  candidates  for  President  and  Vice- 
President  ;  also  that  each  delegate  cast  the  vote 
to  which  he  is  entitled,  and  that  each  State  cast 
only  the  number  of  votes  to  which  it  is  entitled 
by  its  actual  representation  in  the  Convention. 

The  delegates  from  South  Carolina  atid 
Florida  accredited  to  the  Richmond  Conven- 
tion, were  invited  to  take  seats  in  this. 

A  committee  of  five,  of  which  Mr.  Caleb 
Cushing  was  chairman,  was  appointed  to  ad- 
dress the  Democracy  of  the  Union  upon  the 
principles  which  have  governed  the  Convention 
in  making  the  nominations,  and  in  vindication 
of  the  principles  of  the  party.  The  Convention 
also  decided  that  the  next  Democratic 
National  Convention  be  held  at  Philadelphia. 

Mr.  Avery,  of  N.  C,  chairman  of  Committee 
on  Resolutions,  reported,  with  the  unanimous 
sanction  of  the  Committee,  the  Platform  re- 
ported by  the  majority  of  the  Platform  Com- 
mittee at  Charleston,  and  rejected  by  the  Con- 
vention, (see  page  ;50)  which  was  unanimously 
ado[)ted. 

The  Convention  adopted  a  resolution  in- 
structing the  National  Committee  not  to  issue 
tickets  of  admission  to  their  next  National  Con- 
vention in  any  case  where  there  is  a  bonajide 
contestant. 

The  Convention  then  proceeded  to  ballot  for 
a  candidate  lor  President ;  and  John  C.  Breckin- 
iid'>e,  of  Ky.,  revived  tlie  unanimous  vole  ol 
the  delegates  present  as  follows  : 


Tennessee 9i 

Kentucky 4i 

Minnesota 1 

California 4 

Oregon 8 
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Vermont ^  !  Florida 3 

Massachusetts.  6    j  Alabama 9 

New- York  ....  2    I  Louisiana 6 

Pennsylvania..  4    i  Mississippi 7 

Maryland 4i' Texas 4 

Virginia Hi    Arkansas 4 

North  Carolina.  SJ   Missouri 1 

Georgia 10    i 

For    Vice-President    Gen.  Joseph    Lane,  of 

Oregon,   received    the   unanimous   vote   of  the 

Con'vention    (105),  on    the    first    ballot.     And 

then,  after  listening  to  a  speech  from  Mr.  Yancy, 

i  the  Convention  adjourned  sine  die. 


HISTORY    OF    THE    STRUGGLE 


FOR 


SLAVERY  EXTENSIOi^  OR  RESTRICTION. 

MAIXLY    BY    DOCUMENTS. 


BLATERT    IN    THE    COLONIES. 

LcsT  of  gold  and  power  was  the  main. im- 
pulse of  Spanish  migration  to  the  regions  beyond 
the  Atlantic.  And  the  soft  and  timid  Abori- 
gines of  tropical  America,  especially  of  its 
islands,  were  first  compelled  to  surrender  what- 
ever they  possessed  of  the  precious  metals  to 
the  imperious  and  grasping  strangers ;  next 
forced  to  disclose  to  those  strangers  the  sources 
whence  they  were  most  readily  obtained;  and 
finally  driven  to  toil  and  delve  for  more,  wher- 
ever power  and  greed  supposed  they  might 
most  readily  be  obtained.  From  this  point,  the 
transition  to  general  enslavement  was  ready  and 
rapid.  The  gentle  and  indolent  natives,  unac- 
customed to  rugged,  persistent  toil,  and  revolt- 
ing at  tlie  haroh  and  brutal  severity  of  their 
Ciiristian  masters,  had  but  one  unfailing  re- 
source— death.  Through  privation,  hardship, 
exposure,  fatigue  and  despair,  they  drooped  and 
died,  untd  millions  were  reduced  to  a  few  miser- 
able thousands  within  the  first  century  of  Span- 
ish rule  in  America. 

A  humane  and  observant  priest  (Las  Casas,) 
witnessing  these  cruelties  and  sufferings,  was 
moved  by  pity  to  devise  a  plan  for  their  termi- 
nation. He  suggested  and  urged  the  policy  of 
substituting  for  these  feeble  and  perishing 
"  Indians  "  the  hardier  natives  of  Western  Af- 
rica, whom  their  eternal  wars  and  marauding 
invasions  were  constantly  exposing  to  captivity 
and  sale  as  prisoners  of  war,  and  who,  as  a  race, 
might  be  said  to  be  inured  to  the  hardships  and 
degradations  of  Slavery  by  an  immemorial  ex- 
perience. The  suggestion  was  unhappily  ap- 
proved, and  the  woes  and  miseries  of  ilie  few 
remaining  Aborigines  of  the  islands  known  to 
ns  as  "  West  Indies,"  were  inconsiderably  pro- 
longed by  exposing  the  whole  continent  for  un- 
numbered generations  to  the  evils  and  horrors 
of  African  Slavery.  The  author  lived  to  per- 
ceive and  deplore  the  consequences  of  his  ex- 
pedient. 

The  sanction  of  the  Pope  having  been  ob- 
tained for  the  African  Slave-trade  by  represen- 
tations which  invested  it  with  a  look  of  philan- 
thropy, Spanish  and  Portuguese  mercantile 
avarice  was  readilv  enlisted  in  its  prosecution, 
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and  the  whole  continent.  North  and  South  of 
the  tropics,  became  a  Slave-mart  before  the 
close  of  the  sixteenth  century. 

Holland,  a  comparatively  new  and  Protestant 
State,  unable  to  shelter  itself  from  the  re- 
proaches of  conscience  anil  humanity  behind  a 
Papal  bull,  entered  upon  the  new  traffic  more 
tardily  ;  but  its  profits  soon  overbore  all  scruples, 
and  British  merchants  were  not  proof  against  the 
glittering  evidences  of  their  success.  But  the 
first  slave  ship  that  ever  entered  a  North 
American  port  for  the  sale  of  its  human  mer- 
chandise, was  a  Dutch  trading-vessel  which 
landed  twenty  negro  bondmen  at  Jamestown, 
the  nucleus  of  Virginia,  almost  simultaneously 
with  the  landing  of  the  Pilgrims  of  the  May- 
flower on  Plymouth  Rock,  December  22d,  1620. 

The  Dutch  slaver  had  chosen  his  market  with 
sagacity.  Virginia  was  settled  by  Cavaliers — 
gentlemen-adventurers  aspiring  to  live  by  their 
own  wits  and  other  men's  labor — with  the  neces- 
sary complement  of  followers  and  servitors. 
Few  of  her  pioneers  cherished  any  earnest  liking 
for  downright,  persistent,  muscular  exertion  ; 
yet  some  exertion  was  urgently  required  to  clear 
away  the  heavy  forest  which  all  but  covered  the 
soil  of  the  infant  colony,  and  grow  the  tobacco 
which  early  became  its  staple  export,  by  means 
of  which  nearly  everything  required  by  ita 
people  but  food  was  to  be  paid  for  in  England. 
The  slaves,  therefore,  found  ready  purchasers 
at  satisfactory  prices,  and  the  success  of  the  first 
venture  induced  others  ;  until  not  only  Virginia 
but  every  part  of  British  America  was  supplied 
with  African  slaves. 

This  traffic,  with  the  bondage  it  involved,  had 
no  justification  in  British  nor  in  the  early 
colonial  laws  ;  but  it  proceeded,  nevertheless, 
much  as  an  importation  of  dromedaries  to  re- 
place with  presumed  economy  our  horses  and 
oxen  might  now  do.  Georgia  was  the  first 
among  the  colonies  to  resist  and  condemn  it  in 
her  original  charter  under  the  lead  of  her  noble 
founder-governor.  General  Oglethorpe ;  but 
the  evil  was  too  formidable  and  inveterate  for 
local  extirpation,  and  a  few  years  saw  it  estab- 
lished, even  in  Georgia ;  first  evading  or  defy- 
ing, and  at  length  molding  and  transforming  the 
law. 
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It  is  very  common  at  this  day  to  speak  of  our 

revolutionary  struggle  as  eotiimcnced  and  hur- 
ried Ibrward  by  a  union  of  Free  and  Slave 
colonies ;  but  such  is  uot  the  fact.  However 
slender  and  dubious  its  legal  basis,  Slavery  ex- 
isted in  each  and  all  of  the  colonies  that  united 
to  declare  and  maintain  their  independence. 
Slaves  were  proportionately  more  numerous  in 
certain  portions  of  the  South  ;  but  they  were 
held  with  impunity  throughout  the  North,  ad- 
vertised like  dogs  or  horses,  and  sold  at  auction, 
or  otherwise,  as  chattels.  Vermont,  then  a  ter- 
ritory in  dispute  between  New-Hampshire  and 
New-York,  and  with  very  few  civilized  inhabi- 
tants, mainly  on  its  Southern  and  Eastern  bor- 
ders, is  probably  the  only  portion  of  the  revolu- 
tionary confederation  never  polluted  by  the 
tread  of  a  slave. 

The  spirit  of  liberty,  aroused  or  intensified 
by  the  protracted  struggle  of  the  colonists 
against  usurped  and  abused  power  in  the 
mother  country,  soon  found  itself  engaged  in 
natural  antagonism  against  the  current  form  of 
domestic  despotism.  "  How  shall  we  complain 
of  arbitrary  or  unlimited  power  exerted  over  us, 
while  we  exert  a  still  more  despotic  and  inex- 
cusable power  over  a  dependent  and  benighted 
race  ?"  was  very  fairly  asked.  Several  suits 
were  brought  in  Massachusetts — where  the  fires 
of  liberty  burnt,  earliest  and  brightest — to  test 
the  legal  right  of  slave-holding  ;  and  the  lead- 
ing Wliigs  gave  their  money  and  their  legal 
services  to  support  these  actions,  which  were 
generally,  on    one    ground  or  another,  success- 


ful.    Efforts  for  an  express  law  of  emancipation, 
however,    failed    even   in   Massachusetts ;    the 
Legislature,  doubtless,  apprehending    that  such 
a  measure,  by  alienating  the  slave-holders,  would 
increase  the  number  and  power  of  the  Tories ; 
but  in  1777,  a  privateer  having  brought  a  lot  of 
captured  slaves    into   Jamaica,  and   advertised 
them  for  sale,  the  General  Court,  as  the  Legis- 
lative Assembly  was  called,  interfered  and  had 
them  set  at  liberty.     The  first  Continental  Con- 
gress which   resolved  to  resist  the   usurpations 
and  oppressions  of  Great  Britain  by  force,  had 
already  declared   that    our    struggle    would    be 
"for  the    rights  of  human   nature,"  which  the 
Congress  of    177C>,  under    the  lead    of  Tliomas 
Jefferson,  expanded  into  the  noble    allirniation 
of  the  right  of  "  all  men  to  life,  liberty,  and  the 
pursuit  of  happiness,"  contained  in  the  immor- 
tal preamble  to  the  Declaration  of  Indet)eiidence. 
A  like  averment  that  "  all    men    are  born  free 
and  equal,"  was  in   1780  inserted  in   the  Massa- 
chusetts   Bill    of    Rights ;      and    the    Supreme 
Court  of  that  State,  in  1783,  on   an    indictment 
of  a   master   for   assault  and   l)aitery,  held  this 
declaration  a  bar  to  slave-holding  henceforth  in 
the  State. 

A  similar  clause  in  the  second  Constitution  of 
New-Hampshire  was  held  by  the  courts  of  that 
State  to  secure  Freedom  to  every  child,  born 
therein  after  its  adoption.  Pennsylvania,  in 
1780,  passed  an  act  prohibiting  the  further  in- 
troduction of  slaves,  and  securing  Freedom  to 
all  persons  born  in  that  State  thereafter.  Con 
neeticut  and  Rhode-Island  passed  similar  acts 
in  1784.     Virgmia,  in    1778,  on   motion  of  Mr. 


tions  on  emancipation  :  Maryland  adopted  both 
of  these  in  178:>.  North-Carolina,  in  1786,  de- 
clared the  introduction  of  slaves  into  that  State 
"  of  evil  consequence,  and  highly  impolitic," 
and  imposed  a  duty  of  £5  per  head  thereon. 
New-York  and  New-Jersey  followed  the  example 
of  Virginia  and  Maryland,  including  the  domes- 
tic in  the  same  interdict  with  the  foreign  slave- 
trade.  Neither  of  these  States,  however,  de- 
clared a  general  emancipation  until  many  years 
thereafter,  and  Slavery  did  not  wholly  cease  in 
New-York  until  about  1830,  nor  in  New-Jersey 
till  a  much  later  date.  The  distinction  of  Free 
and  Slave  States,  with  the  kindred  assumption 
of  a  natural  antagonism  between  the  North  and 
South,  was  utterly  unknown  to  the  men  of  the 
Revolution. 

Before  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  but 
during  the  intense  ferment  which  preceded  it, 
and  distracted  public  attention  from  everything 
else.  Lord  Mansfield  had  rendered  his  judgment 
from  the  King's  Bench,  which  expelled  Slavery 
from  England,  and  ougiit  to   have  destroyed  it 
in  the  colonies   as    well.     The   plaintilf  in  this 
famous  case  was  James  Somerset,  a  native  of 
Africa,  carried   to   Virginia   as  a  slave,  taken 
thence  by  his  master  to  England,  and  there  in- 
cited to  resist   the  claiin    of  his   master  to  his 
services,  and  assert  his  right  to  liberty.     In  the 
first  recorded   case,  involving   the    legality  of 
modern  Slavery  in  England,  it  was  held  (1677) 
that  negroes,  "  being  usually  bought  and  sold 
among    merchants   as   merchandise,  and  also 
being  hijideh,  there  might  be  a  property  in  them 
sufficient   to  maintain    trover."     But   this  was 
overruled  by  Chief  Justice  Holt  from  the  King's 
Bench  (ltiit7,)  ruling  that   "  so  soon  as  a  negro 
lands  in  England,  he  is  free;"  and  again,  (1702) 
that  "  there  is  no  such  thing  as  a   slave  by  the 
law  of  England."     This  judgment  proving  ex- 
ceedingly  troublesome    to    planters   and    mer- 
chants from   slave-holding  colonies  visiting  the 
mother  country  with  their  servants,the  merchants 
concerned  in  tlie  Anterican  trade,  in  17'29,  pro- 
cured  from    Yorke   and    Talbot,  the  Attorney 
General  and  Solicitor  General  of  the  Crown,  a 
written  opinion   that   negroes,  legally  enslaved 
elsevi'here,  might  be  held  as  slaves  in  England, 
and  that  even  baptism  was   no  bar  to  the  mas- 
ter's claim.     This  opinion  was,  in  1749,  held  to 
be  sound  law  by  Yorke  (now  Lord  Hardwicke,) 
sitting  as  judge,  on  the  ground  that,  if  the  con- 
trary ruling  of  Lord  Holt  were  upheld,  it  would 
abolish  Slavery  in  Jamaica  or  Virginia  as  well 
as  in  England  ;  British  law  being  paramount  in 
each.     Thus  the  law  stood  until  Lord  Mansfield, 
in  Somerset's  case,  reversed  it  with  evident  re- 
luctance, and  after  having  vainly  endeavored  to 
bring   about   an    accommodation   between  the 
parties.     When  delay  would   serve  no  longer, 
and  a  judgment   must    be   rendered,  Mausfieid 
declared  it  in  these  memorable  words: 


"  AVe  cannot,  direct  the  law  :  the  law  must  direct  «s. 
.  .  .  .  Tlie  state  of  Slavery  is  of  such  a  nature  thai  it  ia 
incapable  of  being  introduced  on  any  reasons,  moral  or 
liolitical,  but  only  by  positive  law,  which  preserves  its 
fo.ce  long  after  the  reasons,  occasion,  and  time  itself 
whence  it  was  created,  is  erased  from  the  memo;y.  It  is 
so  odious  tlial  nothing  can  be  sulticient  to  support  it  but 
positive  law.  Whatever  inconveniences,  therefore,  may 
follow  from   the  ilecision,  I   cannot  say  thai  ibis  case  is 


-.,..,,.       ,        •  ...  ,.  I  luiiuMT    II  wm   liiv;  »iv„».?*i/i.,  *   cannot  say 

Jefferson,  prohibited  the  lurther  importation  Ot    ai,o„.ed  or  approved  by  the  law  of  England,  and  Ihe.e- 
slavos;  and  in  1782,  removed  all   legal  restric- j  fore  the  black  must  be  di^char^ed." 
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The  natuml,  if  not  necessary,  effect  of  this 
decision  on  Slavery  in  tiiese  colonies  had  their 
connection  with  the  mother  country  been  con- 
tinued, is  sufficiently  obvious. 

SLAVERY  UNDER  THE  CONFEDERATION. 

The  disposition  or  management  of  unpeopled 
territories,    pertiiinins:  to    the   thirteen  recent 
colonies     now     confederated    as    independent 
States,    early    became    a    subject   of  solicitude 
and  of  bickering   among   those  States,  and  in 
Congress.       By    the    terras    of  their    charters, 
some  of  the  colonies  had  an  indefinite  extension 
westwardly,  and  were  only  limited  bv  tiie  power 
of  the  grantor.     Many  of  these   cliarfers  con 
flicted    with    each    other — the     same    territory 
being  included  within  the  limits  of  two  or  more 
totally  distinct   colonies.     As  the  expenses  of 
the    Revolutionary    struggle    began    to    bear 
heavily  on  the  resources  of  the  States,  it  was 
keenly   felt    by   some   that   their   share   in   the 
advantages  of  the  expected  triumph  would  be 
less  than   that  of  others.     Massachusetts,  Con- 
necticut, New-York,   Virginia,  North  Carolina, 
and  Georgia,  laid  claim  to  spacious   dominions 
outside  of  their  proper  boundaries  ;  while  New- 
Hampshire    (save  in    Vermont),  Rhode  Island. 
New-Jersey,   Maryland,    Delaware,    and   South 
Carolina,  possessed  no  such   boasted  resources 
to  meet  the  war-debts  constantly  augmentiiis;. 
They    urged,   therefore,   with    obvious  justice, 
that    these    unequal    advantages    ought    to    be 
surrendered,  and   all   the  lauds  included  within 
the  territorial   limits  of  the  Uuion,  but  outside 
of  the   proper  and   natural    boundaries  of  the 
several  States,  respectively,  should  be  ceded  to, 
and  held  by,  Congress,  iu  trust  for  the  common 
benefit  of  all  the  States,  and  their  proceeds  em- 
ployed in  satisfaction  of  the  debts  and  liabilities 
of  the  Confederation.     This  reasonable  requisi- 
tion was  ultimately,  but  with  some  reservations, 
responded  to. 

The  IXth  Continental  Congress,  under  the  Ar- 
ticles of  Confederation,  assembled  at  Philadel- 
phia, Nov.  3,  17fc3,  but  adjourned  next  dav  to 
Annapolis,  Md.  The  House  was  soon  left  without 
a  quorum,  and  so  continued  most  of  the  time  — 
of  course,  doing  uo  business — till  the  1st  of 
March,  1784,  when  the  delegates  from  Virginia, 
in  pursuance  of  instructions  from  the  Lesrisla- 
ture  of  that  State,  signed  the  conditionaldeed 
of  cession  to  the  Confederation  of  her  claims  to 
territory  northwest  of  the  Ohio  River.  New- 
York,  Connecticut,  and  Massachusetts  had  al- 
ready made  similar  concessions  to  the  Confede- 
ration of  their  respective  claims  to  territorv 
westward  of  their  present  limits.  Congress 
hereupon  appointed  Messrs.  Jefferson  of^Yir- 
ginia.  Chase  of  Maryland,  and  Howell  of  Rhode 
Island,  a  Select  Committee  to  report  a  Plan  of 
Government  for  the  Western  Territorv.  This 
plan,  drawn  up  by  Thomas  Jetterson,  provided 
for  the  government  of  all  the  Western  terri- 
tory, including  that  portion  which  had  not  yet 
been,  but  which,  it  was  reasonably  expected, 
would  be,  surrendered  to  the  Confederation  bv 
the  States  of  North  Carolina  and  Georgia  (and 
which  now  forms  the  States  of  Tennessee. 
Alabama  and  Mississippi),  as  well  as  that  which 
had  already  been  conceded  by  the  more 
northern  States. 


The   report   of  the   committee    was    in    the 
following  words : 

THE  JEFFERSONIAN  ORDINANCE,  1YS4. 
RMolned,  That  the  territo<-r/  ceded,  or  to  be  cede'} 
hy  individwil  States  to  t!ie  United  State?,  whensoever 
the  same  shall  have  been  purchased  of  the  Indian 
inhabitants  and  offered  for  sale  by  the  United  States, 
shall  be  formed  Into  additional  States,  bounded  in  the 
following  manner,  as  nearly  as  such  cessions  will  admit  : 
that  is  to  say,  northwardly  and  southwardly  by  parallels 
of  latitude,  so  that  each  State  shall  comprehend  from 
south  to  north,  two  degrees  of  latitude,  beginning  to 
count  from  the  completion  of  thirty-one  degrees  north  of 
the  equator  ;  [Wift  then  southern  boundary  of  the  U,  S.] 
but  any  territory  northwardly  of  the  forty-seventh  degree 
shall  make  part  of  the  State  next  below.  And  east- 
wardly  and  westwardly  they  shall  be  bounded,  those  on 
the  Mississippi,  by  that  river  on  one  side,  and  the  meri- 
dian of  the  lowest  point  of  the  rapids  of  the  Ohio  on  the 
other;  and  those  adjoining  oa  the  east,  by  the  same 
meridian  on  their  western  side,  and  on  theireastern  by 
the  meridian  of  the  western  cape  of  the  mouth  of  the 
Great  Kanawha.  And  the  territory  eastward  of  this  last 
meridian,  between  the  Ohio,  Lake  Erie,  and  Pennsyl- 
vania, shall  be  one  State. 

That  the  settlers  within  the  territorv  so  to  be  pur- 
chased and  offered  for  sale  shall,  either  on  their  own 
petition  or  on  the  order  of  Congress,  receive  authority 
from  them,  with  appointments  of  time  and  place,  for 
their  free  males  of  full  age  to  meet  together  for  the  "pur- 
pose of  establishing  a  temporary  government,  to  adopt 
the  constitution  and  laws  of  any  one  of  these  States,  so 
that  such  laws  nevertheless  shall  be  subject  to  altera- 
tion by  their  ordinary  Legislature,  and  to  erect,  subject 
to  a  like  alteration,  counties  or  townships  for  the  elec- 
tion of  members  for  their  Legislature. 

That  such  temporaiy  government  shall  only  continue  Lu 
force  in  any  State  until  it. ^hall  have  acquired  twenty  thou- 
sand free  inhabitants,  when,  giving  due  proof  thereof  to 
Congress,  they  shall  receive  from  them  auihoritv,  with 
appointments  of  time  and  place,  to  call  a  conveiition  of 
representatives  to  establish  a  permanent  consiitution 
and  gove  nment  for  themselves  :  Prodded,  That  both, 
the  temporary  and  permanevt  governments  he  estab- 
lished on  theae principles  at.  their  basis: 

1.  That  they  shall  forever  remaia  a  part  of  the 
United  States  of  America. 

2.  That  in  their  persons,  property,  and  territorv, 
they  shall  be  subject  to  the  Governm'ent  of  the  United 
States  in  Congress  assembled,  and  to  the  .\rticles  ol 
Confederation  in  all  those  cases  in  which  the  original 
States  shall  be  so  subject. 

3.  That  they  shall  be  subject  to  pay  a  part  of  the 
Federal  debts,  contra.cted  or  to  be  contracted,  to  be 
apportioned  on  them  by  Congress,  according  to  the  same 
common  rule  and  measure  by  which  apportionments 
thereof  shall  be  made  on  the  other  States. 

4.  That  their  respective  governments  shall  be  in 
republican  forms,  and  shall  admt  no  person  to  be  a 
citizen  who  holds  a  hereditary  t.tle. 

5.  That  after  the  ytar  ISOO  of  the  Christian  era, 
there  shall  be  neither  slavery  nor  involuntary  servi- 
tude in  any  of  the  suid  States,  otherwUe  than  in 
pimishment  of  crimes,  whereof  the  party  shall  have 
been  duly  convicted  to  have  been  personally  gailtv. 

That  whenever  any  of  the  said  States  shall  have,  of 
free  inhabitants,  as  many  as  shall  then  be  in  anv  one  of 
the  least  nume.ous  of  the  thiiteen  original  States  such 
State  shall  be  admitted,  by  its  Delegates,  into  the  Con- 
gress of  the  United  States,  on  an  equal  footing  with  the 
said  original  States  ;  after  which  the  assent  of  two-thirds 
of  the  United  States,  in  Congress  assembled,  shall  be 
requisite  in  all  those  cases  whe  ein,  by  the  Confederation, 
the  assent  of  nine  States  is  now  required,  p.ovided  the 
consent  of  nine  States  to  such  adiuission  mav  be  ob- 
tained according  to  the  eleventh  of  tiie  Articles  of 
Confederation  Until  such  admission  by  their  Delegates 
into  Congress,  any  of  the  said  States,  after  the  estabi  sh- 
inent  of  their  temporary  government,  shall  have  au'ho- 
liiy  to  keep  a  sitting  member  in  Cong. ess,  with  a  tight 
of  debating,  but  not  of  voting. 

That  the  terr.tory  northward  of  the  fort.v-fifth  degree, 
that  is  to  say,  of  the  completion  of  forty-five  deg  ees 
from  the  equ.-itor,  and  e.\tending  to  the  Lake  of  the 
Woods,  shall  be  called  Sylrania  ;  that  of  the  terr  tory 
under  the  forty-tifth  and  fo  tv-foarth  degress,  that  which 
lies  westward  of  Lake  .Michigan,  shall  be  called  Michi- 
gania  ;  and  that  which  is  eastw ard  thereof,  within  the 
peninsula  formed  by  the  lakes  and  waters  of  Michigan 
Huron,  St  Clair,  and  K  ie,  shall  be  called  Chersoneiue, 
and  shall  include  any  p.irt  of  the  peninsula  which  niay 
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extend  above  the  forty-fifth  degree.  Of  the  territory 
under  the  foity-third  and  forty-second  degrees,  that  to 
the  westward,  through  wliicli  the  Assenisipi  or  Itock  Itiver 
runs,  shall  be  called  At^eni-sipid ;  and  that  to  the 
eastward,  in  which  are  the  fountains  of  the  Muskingum, 
the  two  Miamies  of  the  Ohio,  the  Wabasli,  the  Illinois, 
the  Miami  of  the  Lake,  and  the  Sandusky  rivers,  shall  be 
called  Metropotamia.  Of  the  territory  which  lies  under 
the  forty-first  and  fortieth  degrees,  the  western,  through 
which  the  river  Illinois  runs,  shall  be  called  lUinoia  ; 
that  next  adjoining  to  the  eastward,  SaiutUiga  ;  and 
that  between  this  last  and  Pennsylvania,  and  extendin;,' 
from  the  Ohio  to  Lake  Erie,  shall  be  called  Washington. 
Of  the  territory  which  lies  under  the  thirty-ninth  and 
thirty-eighth  degrees,  to  which  shall  be  added  so  much 
of  the  point  of  land  within  the  fork  of  the  Ohio  and  Mis- 
sissippi as  lies  under  the  thirty-seventh  degree  ;  that  to 
the  westward,  within  and  adjacent  to  whcli  aie  ihe 
confluences  of  the  rivers  \Vabash,  Shawanee,  Tani-ee, 
Ohio,  Illinois,  Mississippi,  and  Missouii,  shall  be  called 
PolypoUtmia ;  and  that  to  the  eastward,  fuitlier  up  the 
Ohio,  otherwise  called  the  Pelisipi,  shall  be  called 
Felliiipiu. 

Tiiat  all  the  p''ec»(lin'j  articles  sha'l  ha  formed 
into  a  charter  of  compact,  shall  be  duly  executed  by 
the  Piesident  of  the  United  States,  in  Congress  assem- 
bled, under  his  hand  and  the  seal  of  the  United  States, 
shall  be  promulgated,  and  ahall  stand  as  fundamental 
conditions  between  the  thirteen  oi'iginal  States  and 
those  newly  described,  iinalterable  but  by  Ihe  joint 
consent  of  the  United  States,  in  Congress  assembled, 
and  of  the  particular  State  within  which  such  alteration 
is  proposed  to  be  made. 

April  19,  this  repoi'ted  plan  came  up  for 
con.sidoratioii  in  Congress,  llr.  Spaight  of  N. 
G.  moved  that  the  5th  proposition  (prohibitint; 
Slavery  after  the  year  1800)  be  striukcn  out  of 
the  plan  of  ordinance,  and  Mr.  Read  of  S.  C. 
seconded  the  motion.  The  question  was  put  in 
tliis  form  :  "  Shall  tlie  words  moved  to  be 
stricken  out  stand?"  and  on  this  question  the 
Ayes  and  Noes  were  taken,  and  resulted  as 
follows  : 

N.  Hampshire Mr.  Foster ay  |   > 

Mr.  Blanchard, ay)     -'' 

Massachusetts....  Mr.  Gerry ay 

Mr.  Paitiidge, ay 

Rhode  Island Mr  Ellery ay 

Mr.  Howell, ay 

Connecticut Mr.  Sherman, ay 

Mv.  Madsworth, ay 

NE'.y-YuKK Mr.  De  Witt, ay 

Mr.  Paine, ay 

New-Jkrsey Jlr.  Dick, ay 

Pennsylvania Idr.  Mifflin, ay 

Mr.  Montgomery, a.v  VA^ 

Mr.  Hand, ay  ) 

Maryland .Mr.  Mcllenry, no  (^  ,r 

Mr.  Stone, ." no  |  ^*"- 

Virginia Mr,  .leflerson,.' ay  1 

Mr.  Hardy, no  yyo. 

Mr.  Mercer, no 

N.  Carolina Mr.  Williamson, ay 

Mr.  Spaight, no 

S.  Carolina Mr.  Read, no  (  ,7-_ 

Mr.  Beresford, no  f  ^* "• 

Here  we  find  the  votes  sixteen  in  favor  of  Mr. 
Jeffer,«^on's  restriction  to  barely  seveii  against  it, 
and  tiie  States  divided  six  in  favoi'  to  t/iree 
against  it.  }5ut  the  Articles  of  Confederation 
(Art.  IX.)  required  an  allirmative  vote  of  a 
majority  of  all  the  States — that  is,  a  vote  of 
seven  States — to  carry  a  proposition  ;  so  this 
clause  was  defeated  through  the  absence  of  one 
delegate  from  New-Jersey,  in  spite  of  a  vote  of 
more  than  two  to  one  in  its  favor.  Had  the 
New-Jersey  delegation  been  full,  it  must,  to  a 
moral  certainty,  have  prevailed  ;  liad  Delaware 
thea  been  represented,  it  would  probably  have 
been  carried,  even  without  New-Jersey.  Yet, 
it  is  this  vole,  so  given  and  recorded,  that  Mr. 
Douglas  in  his  "  Harper  "  essay  claims  as  sus- 

*  No  quorcun. 


\A!/. 

\a>/. 
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taining    his    views    of    "non-intervention  by 
Congress." 

The  Ordinance,  thus  depleted,  after  undergo- 
ing some  further  amendments,  was  finally  ap- 
proved April  23d — all  the  delegates,  but  those 
from  South  Carolina,  voting  in  the  affirmative. 

In  1*787,  the  last  Continental  Congress,  sit- 
ting in  New-York  simultaneously  with  the 
Convention  at  Philadelphia  which  framed  otir 
Federal  Constitution,  took  up  the  subject  of  the 
government  of  tlie  Western  Territory,  raising  a 
Committee  thereon,  of  which  Nathan  Dane,  of 
Massachusetts,  was  Chairman.  That  Committee 
reported  (July  11th),  "An  Ordinance  for  the 
government  of  the  Territoiies  of  the  United 
States,  NorthiMst  of  the  Ohio" — the  larger  area 
contemplated  by  Mr.  Jefferson's  bill  not  having 
been  ceded  by  the  Southern  States  claiming 
dominion  over  it.  This  bill  embodied  many  of 
the  provisions  originally  drafted  and  reported 
by  Mr.  Jeiferson,  but  with  some  modifications, 
and  concludes  with  six  unalterable  articles  of 
perpetual  compact,  the  last  of  them  as  follows : 

"  There  shall  be  neither  Slavery  nor  involuntary- 
servitude,  in  the  said  Territory,  otherwise  than  in 
punishment  of  crimes,  whereof  the  parties  shall  be  duly 
convicted." 

To  this  was  added,  prior  to  its  passage,  the 
stipulation  for  the  delivery  of  fugitives  from 
labor  or  service,  soon  after  embodied  in  the 
Federal  Constitution ;  and  in  this  shape,  the 
entire  ordinance  was  adopted  (July  13th)  by  a 
unanimous  vote,  Georgia  and  the  Garoliaas 
concurring. 

UNDER   THE    CONSTITUTION. 

The  old  Articles  of  Confederation  having 
proved  inadequate  to  the  creation  and  main- 
tenance of  a  capable  and  efficient  national  or 
central  authority,  a  Convention  of  Delegates 
from  the  several  States,  was  legally  assembled 
ill  Philadelphia,  in  1787 — George  Washington, 
President ;  and  the  result  of  its  labors  was  our 
present  Federal  Constitution,  though  some 
amendments  niainly  of  the  nature  of  restrictions 
on  Federal  power,  were  proposed  by  the  several 
State  Conventions  assembled  to  pass  upon  that 
Constitution,  and  adopted.  The  following  are 
all  the  provisions  of  that  instrument,  which  are 
presumed  to  bear  upon  the  subject  of  Slavery  : 

(Preamble):  We,  the  people  of  the  United  States,  in 
order  to  form  a  more  perfect  Union,  establish  justice, 
insure  domestic  tranquillity,  provide  for  the  common 
defense,  promote  the  general  welfare,  and  secure  the 
blessings  of  liberty  to  ourselves  and  our  posterity,  do 
ordain  and  establish  this  Constitution  for  the  United 
States  of  America. 

Art.  I.  §  1.  All  legislative  powers  herein  granted,  shall 
be  vested  in  a  Congress  of  the  United  States,  which 
shall  consist  of  a  Senate  and  House  of  lleprtsentativea. 

^2 Kepresentatives  and  direct  taxes  shall  be 

ap])ortioued  among  the  several  States  which  may  be 
included  within  this  Union,  according  to  their  respective 
numbers,  which  shall  be  determined,  by  adding  to  the 
whole  number  of  free  persons,  including  those  bound  to 
servitude  for  a  term  of  years,  and  excluding  Indians  not 
taxed,  three-fifths  of  all  other  i)ersons. 

§  9.  The  niigi  ation  or  impoi  tation  of  such  persons  as 
any  of  the  Siate.i  now  existing  shall  think  proper  to 
admit,  shall  not  be  prohibi :ed  by  the  Congress  prior  to 
the  year  1603;  but  a  tax  or  duty  may  be  imposed,  not 
exceeding  ten  dollars  on  each  i)erson. 

The  privilege  of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  shall  not 
be  suspended,  unless  when,  in  cases  of  rebellion  or 
invasion,  the  public  safety  may  require  it. 

No  bill  of  attainder  or  ex  post  facto  laws  shall  be 
passed. 

Art.  III.  S  3.    Treason   against    the   United   States 
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shall  consist  only  in  levying  war  against  them,  or  in  ad- 
hering to  tlieir  enemies,  ^ivinp  tlieiii  aiil  an<l  oniiifort 

Alt.  IV.  §  2.  The  citizensi  of  eacli  folate  sliall  be  en- 
titled to  all  the  privileges  of  citizens,  ia  the  several 
States. 

No  person  held  to  service  or  labor  in  one  State, 
under  the  laws  tlievenf,  escuping  into  another,  hliall,  in 
consequence  of  any  law  or  regulation  therein,  he  itis- 
cliartred  from  such  service  or  labor,  hut  shall  be  di- 
livered  up  on  claim  of  the  party  to  whom  such  service 
or  labor  may  be  due. 

The  Congress  shall  have  power  to  dispose  of  and 
make  all  needful  rules  and  regulations  lerpicting  the 
territory  or  other  property  belonging  to  the  United 
States  :  and  nothing  in  this  Constitution  shall  he  so  con- 
strued as  to  prejudice  any  claims  of  the  Uniled  States, 
or  of  any  particular  State. 

§  4.  The  I'nited  Seated  shall  guarantee  to  every 
State  in  this  I'nioii  a  republican  form  of  government, 
and  shall  protect  each  of  them  against  invasion  ;  and  on 
application  of  the  legislature,  or  of  the  executive  when 
the  legislature  cannot  be  convened,  against  domestic 
violence. 

Art.  VI.  This  Constitution,  and  the  laws  of  the 
United  States,  which  shall  be  made  in  pursuance  thereof, 
and  nil  the  treaties  made,  or  which  shall  be  made,  under 
the  authority  of  the  United  States,  shall  be  the  supreme 
law  of  the  land  ;  and  the  judges  in  every  Slate  shall  be 
bound  thereby,  anything  in  the  Constitution  or  laws  of 
any  State  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 


The  above  are  all — and  perhaps  more  th.an 
all — the  clau.5es  of  the  Conj^titutioii,  tliat  have 
been  iiuotcti  on  one  side  or  the  oilier  as  bear- 
ing upoit  tlie  subject  of  Slavery. 

it  will  be  noted  that  the  word  "  slave  "  or 
"  slavery  "  does  not  appear  therein.  Mr.  Madi- 
tion,  who  was  a  leading  and  ob.scrvant  member 
of  the  Convention,  and  who  took  notes  of  its 
daily  procc-eding-!,  allinns  that  this  silence  was 
designed — the  Convention  being  unwilling  that 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  should 
recognize  property  in  human  beings.  Ia  pas- 
sages where  slaves  are  presumed  to  be  contem- 
plated, they  are  uniformly  designated  as  "per- 
sons," never  as  property.  Contemporary  his- 
tory proves  that  it  was  the  belief  of  at  least  a 
large  portion  of  the  delegates  that  Slavery 
could  not  long  survive  the  final  stoppage  of  the 
slave-trade,  which  was  expected  to  (and  did) 
occur  in  18ii8.  And,  were  Slavery  this  day 
banished  forever  from  the  country,  there  might, 
indeed,  be  some  superiluous  stipulations  in  the 
Federal  compact  or  charter ;  but  there  are  none 
which  need  be  repealed,  or  cssentiallv  modi- 
fied. 

A  direct  provision  for  the  restoration  of 
fugitive  slaves  to  their  masters  was,  at  least 
once,  voted  down  by  the  Convention.  Finally, 
the  clause  respecting  person.s  "  held  to  service 


CESSIONS     OF    SOLTHEnN    TEKKITORY. 

The  State  of  Kentucky  was  set  oft"  from  the 
State  of  Virginia  in  179C),  by  mutual  agree- 
ment, and  admitted  into  the  Union  by  act  of 
Congress,  passed  February  4lh,  17UI  ;  to  take 
elVect  June  1st,  17^2.  It  was  never  a  territory 
of  the  United  States,  nor  under  Federal  juris- 
diction, except  as  a  State,  and  inherited 
Slavery  from  the  "  Old  Dominion." 

The  State  of  North  Carolina,  like  several 
others,  claimed,  during  and  after  the  Kevohi- 
tioii,  that  her  territory  e.\ieiidcd  westward  to 
the  Mississippi. 

On  tlie  '.i'id  of  December,  1799 — one  month 
after  the  ratiticatioaof  the  Federal  Constitution 
— North  Carolina  passed  an  act,  ceding,  on  cer- 
tain conditions,  all  her  territory  west  of  her 
present  limits  to  the  United  States.  Among 
the  conditions  exacted  by  her,  and  agreed  to 
by  Congress  (Act  approved  April  2ad,  1790)  is 
the  following  : 

Provided  always,  that  no  regulations  made,  or  to 
be  made,  by  Congress  shall  tend  to  emancipate  slaves. 

Were  it  not  then  conceded  that  Congress 
had  the  power  to  make  regulations  for  the 
territories  which  would  ''  tend  to  emancipate 
slaves,"  this  proviso  would  be  utterly  meaning- 
less. 

Georgia,  in  like  manner,  ceded  (April  '2nd, 
1S02)  the  territories  lying  west  of  her  present 
limits,  now  forming  the  States  of  Alabama  and 
Mississippi.  Among  the  conditions  exacted  by 
her,  and  accepted  by  the  United  States,  is  the 
followin'T : 


Fifthly.  That  the  territory  thus  ceded  shall  become 
a  State,  and  be  admitted  into  the  Union  as  soon  as  it 
shall  contain  sixty  thousand  free  inhabitants,  or,  at  an 
earlier  period,  if  Congress  shall  think  it  expedient,  on 
the  same  conditions  and  restrictions,  with  the  same 
privileges,  and  in  the  same  manner,  as  is  provided  in  the 
ordinance  of  Congress  of  the  1-itli  day  of  July,  17s7,  for 
the  government  of  the  Western  territory  of  the  Uniled 
States  ;  which  ordinance  shall,  in  all  its  parts,  extend  to 
the  territory  contained  in  the  present  act  of  cession,  the 
article  only  excepted  which  forbids  slavery. 

EARLY    ATTEMPTS    TO    OVERRIBE    THE    ORDl.VANCE. 

When  Ohio  (18U2-3)  was  made  a  State,  the 
residue  of  the  vast  regions  originally  conveyed 
by  the  ordinance  of  '87  was  continued  under 
Federal  pupilage,  by  the  name  of  "Indiana 
Territory,"  whereof  Win.  Henry  Harrison  (since 
Fresident)  was  appointed  Governor.  It  was 
quite  commonly  argued  that,  though  Slavery 
was  injurious  in  the  long  run,  yet,  as  an   expe- 


or  labor,"  was  proposed  by  Mr.  IJutler,  of  South  ;  ^■^^^^  ,,.,,1,^  clearing  awav  the  heavy  forests, 
Carolina,  and  adopted  with  little  or  no  opposi-  ,^.„i„„  .setilciiKiiis  in  tlie  wilderne.-^s,  and  sur- 
'"'"•  mounting   the   inevitable   hardships  and    priva- 

The  following,  among  the  amendments  to  |  jjy,,^  „f  ijo,.j^,r  life,  it  might  be  tolerated,  and 
the  Constitution,  proposed  by  the  ratifying  con- 1  ^^.^.,j  regarded  with  favor.  Accordingly,  the 
veulions  ot  one  or  more  States,  and  adopted,    „^^  Territorv  of  Indiana  made  repeated  elForts 


are  supposed   by  some  to  bear  on  the  (picstious 
now  agitated  relative  to  Slavery  : 


to  procure  a  relaxation  in  her  favor  of  the  re- 
strictive clause  of  the  Onlinaiice  of  '87,  one  of 
Art.  I.  Congress  shall  make  no  law  respecting  an  '  them  through  the  instrumentality  of  a  Coiiven- 
establishment  of  religion,  or  prohibiting  the  free  exer-  tjo,,  asseinliled  in  18n2-3,  and  presided  over  by 
else  thereof;  or  abridging  the  freedom  of  speech,  or  of  ,  n-.r,  i.oriil  (Jnvi.rnnr  •  so  ho  with  the  frreat 
the  Press,  or  of  the  r.vhts  of  the  people  peacefully  to  •"^-  ttriltoria  ijONcrnot  ,  SO  ne,  wiin  uic  f,rtai, 
assemble,  and  to  pe'ition  the  (iovernmenl  for  a  redreas  body  ot  h:s  lellow-delegates,  memorialized  Lon- 
of  grievances.  '  gress,  among  Other  things,  to  suspend  tempor- 

Art.   U    A  well-regulated    militia  being  necessary  to        j,        ,       „p,.ration  of    the   sixth    article  of  the 
the  security  of  a  free  State,  the  right  of  the  people  to  •  r  •  ,        mi  •  •   i        i 

keep  and  bear  arms  shall  not  be  infringed.  Ordinance    atoiesaid       lliis    memorial   WAS    re- 

Art.  V.  No  persons  shall   be  .  .    .  .  deprived  of  life,    jVired   ill   the    House    to  a  select  committee   of 
liberty,  or  properly,  without   due   process  of  law  .  nor    j,  ^^.        j-  ^,,y,„  jy^j,,,    y,.,,,^  States,  with  the 

shall  private  properly  be  taken  for  public  use  without      .         ',,  .tl       h       ''ii.  i.- 

just  compensatioi.  ^  Since  Celebrated  John  iuinaolph  as  cbairman. 


Si 
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On  the  2nJof  Marcli,  1803,  Mr.  Randolph  made 
what  appears  to  have  been  a  unanimous  report 
from  this  Committee,  of  whicii  we  give  so  much 
as  relates  to  Slavery — as  follows: 

The  rapid  population  of  tlie  State  of  Ohio  sufficiently 
evinces,  in  the  oi)inion  of  your  Committee,  tliat  the  labor 
of  slaves  is  not  necessary  to  promote  tiie  growth  and 
settlement  of  colonies  in  tliat  region  ;  that  this  labor — 
demonstrably  the  dearest  of  any — can  only  be  employed 
in  the  cultivation  of  products  more  valuable  than  any 
known  to  that  quarter  of  the  United  Stales ;  that  the 
Committee  deem  it  highly  dangerous  and  inexpedient  to 
Impair  a  provision  wisely  calculated  to  promote  the  hap- 
piness and  prosperit  of  the  northwestern  country,  and 
to  give  strength  and  security  to  that  extensive  frontier. 
In  the  salutary  operation  of  this  sagacious  and  benevo- 
lent restraint,  it  is  believed  that  the  inhabitants  of  Indi- 
ana will,  at  no  very  distant  day,  find  ample  remunera- 
tiou  for  a  temporary  privation  of  labor,  and  of  emigra- 
tion. 

The  Committee  proceed  to  discuss  other  sub- 
jects set  forth  iu  the  prayer  of  the  memorial, 
and  conclude  with  eight  resolves,  whereof  the 
only  one  relating  to  Slavery  is  as  follows : 

Jiexnlved,  That  it  is  inexpedient  to  suspend,  for  a 
limited  time,  the  operation  of  the  sixtli  article  of  the 
compact  between  the  original  States  and  the  people  and 
States  west  of  the  river  Ohio. 

This  Report  having  been  made  at  the  close 
of  the  Session,  was  referred  at  the  next  to  a 
new  Committee,  whereof  Csesar  Rodney,  a  new 
Representative  from  Delaware,  was  Chairman. 
Mr.  Rodiu'v,  frotn  this  Committee,  reported 
(February  17  th,  1804), 

That,  taking  into  their  consideration  the  facts 
stated  in  the  said  memorial  and  petition,  they  are  in- 
duced to  beUeve  that  a  qualified  suspension,  for  a  limit- 
ed time,  of  the  sixth  article  of  compact  between  the 
original  States  and  the  people  and  States  west  of  the 
river  Ohio,  might  be  productive  of  benefit  and  advan- 
tage to  said  Territory. 

The  Report  goes  ou  to  discuss  the  other 
topics  embraced  in  the  Indiana  memorial,  and 
concludes  with  eight  resolves,  of  which  the  first 
(and  only  one  relative  to  Slavery)  is  as  follows: 

Ji-'Solved,  That  the  sixth  article  of  the  Ordinance  of 
1787,  wliich  prohibited  Slavery  within  the  said  Territory, 
be  suspended  in  a  qualified  manner,  for  ten  years,  so  as 
to  permit  the  introduction  of  slaves,  born  within  the 
United  States,  from  any  of  the  individual  States  ;  pro- 
vided, that  such  individual  State  does  not  permit  the 
importation  of  slaves  from  foreign  countries  :  and  pro- 
vided, furtlier,  that  the  descendants  of  all  such  slaves 
shall,  if  males,  be  free  at  the  age  of  twenty-five  years, 
and,  if  females,  at  the  age  of  iweuty-one  years. 

The  House  took  no  action  on  this  Report. 

The  original  memorial  from  Indiana,  with 
several  additional  memorials  of  like  purport, 
was  again,  iu  18u5-6,  referred  by  the  House  to 
a  select  committee,  whereof  Mr.  Garnett  of  Vir- 
ginia was  chairman,  who,  on  the  14th  of  Febru- 
ary, 1806,  made  a  report  in  favor  of  the  prayer 
of  the  petitioners — as  I'oUows  : 

That,  having  attentively  considered  the  facts  stated 
in  the  said  petitions  and  memorials,  they  are  of  opinion 
that  a  qualified  suspension,  for  a  limited  time,  of  the 
sixth  article  of  the  compact  between  the  original  States, 
and  tiie  people  and  States  west  of  the  river  Ohio,  would 
be  beneficial  to  the  people  of  the  Indiana  Territory. 
The  suspension  of  this  article  is  an  object  almost  univer- 
sally desired  in  that  Territory. 

After  discussing  other  subjects  embodied  in 
the  Indiana  memorial,  the  Committee  close  with 
a  series  of  Resolves,  which  they  commend  to 
the  adoption  of  the  House.  The  first  and  only 
one  gernuine  to  our  subject  is  as  follows  : 

Resolved,  Tluit  the  sixth  article  of  the  Ordinance  of 
17S7,ttliicli  prohibits  Slavery  within  the  Indiana  Territory, 
be  .>u.-pended  lor  ten  years,  so  as  to  permit  the  introduc- 


tion of  slaves,  born  within  the  United  States,  from  any  ol 
the  individual  States. 

This  report  and  resolve  were  committeci  and 
made  a  special  order  on  the  Monday  ibllowing, 
but  were  never  taken  into  consideration. 

At  the  next  session,  a  fresh  letter  from  Gov. 
William  Henry  Harrison,  inclosing  resolves  of 
the  Legislative  Council  and  House  of  Represen- 
tatives in  favor  of  suspending,  for  a  limited  pe- 
riod, the  si.xtli  article  of  compact  aibresaid,  was 
received  (.Jan.  '21st,  1807)  and  referred  to  a  Se- 
lect Committee,  whereof  Mr.  B.  Parke,  delegate 
from  said  Territory,  was  made  Chairman.  The 
entire  Committee  (Mr.  Nathaniel  Macon,  of  N. 
C,  being  now  Speaker,)  consisted  of 
MasSKS.  Alston,  of  N.  C.  Khka,  of  Tenn. 

Mastkrs,  of  N.  Y.  Sandford,  of  Ky. 

Morrow,  of  Ohio.  Trigg,  of  Va. 

Parke,  of  Ind. 

Mr.  Parke,  from  this  Committee,  made  (Feb. 
r2th,)  a  third  Report  to  the  House  in  favor  of 
granting  the  prayer  of  the  memorialists. 

This  report,  with  its  predecessors,  was  com- 
mitted, and  made  a  special  order,  but  never 
taken  into  consideration. 

The  same  letter  of  Gen.  Harrison,  and  resolves 
of  the  Indiana  Legislature,  were  submitted  to 
the  Senate,  Jan.  21st,  1807.  They  were  laid  on 
the  table  "  for  consideration,"  and  do  not  ap- 
pear to  have  even  been  n.'ferred  at  that  session  ; 
but  at  the  next,  or  first  session  of  the  fourth 
Congress,  which  convened  Oct.  2Gth,  1807,  the 
President  (Nov.  7th)  submitted  a  letter  from 
Gen.  Harrison  and  his  Legislature — whether  a 
new  or  old  one  does  not  appear — and  it  was  now- 
referred  to  a  Select  Committee,  consisting  of 
Messrs.  J.  Franklin,  of  N.  C,  Kitchel,  of  IST.  J., 
and  Tiffin,  of  Ohio. 

Nov.  IStli,  Mr.  Franklin,  from  said  committee, 
reported  as  follows : 

The  Legislative  Council  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  their  resolutions,  express  their  sense  of  the  pro- 
priety of  intrjducing  Slavery  into  their  Territory,  and 
solicit  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  to  suspend,  for 
a  given  number  of  years,  tlie  sixth  article  of  conijjact, 
in  tlie  ordinance  for  the  government  of  the  Territory 
northw'est  of  the  Ohio,  passed  on  the  l^^ili  day  of  .July, 
17S7.  That  article  declares:  "There  shall  be  neither 
Slavery  nor  involuntary  servitude  within  the  said  Ter- 
ritory." 

Tlie  citizen.?  of  Clark  County,  in  their  remonstrance, 
express  their  sense  of  tlie  iiupnipriety  of  the  measure, 
and  solicit  the  Congress  (^f  the  United  States  not  to  act 
on  the  suliject,  so  as  to  permit  the  introduction  of  slaves 
into  the  Territory;  at  least,  until  their  populatiim  shall 
entitle  them  to  form  a  Cunslitutiou  and  State  Uovern- 
uieiit. 

Your  Committee,  after  duly  considering  the  matter,  re- 
spectfully sui'iuit  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved.,  That  it  is  not  expedient  at  this  time  to  sus- 
penii  the  si.xlh  article  of  compact  for  the  governnient  of 
the  Territory  of  the  United  States  northwest  of  the  river 
Ohio. 

And  here  ended,  so  far  as  we  have  been  able 
to  discover,  the  effort,  so  long  and  earnestly 
persisted  in,  to  procure  a  suspension  of  the  re- 
striction iu  the  Ordinance  of  1787,  so  as  to 
admit  Slavery,  for  a  limited  terra,  into  the  Ter- 
ritory lying  between  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi 
rivers,  now  forming  the  States  of  Ohio,  Indiana, 
Illinois,  Michigan,  and  Wisconsin. 

THE     FIRST     MISSOURI    STRUGGLE. 

The  vast  and  indefinite  Territory  known  a^ 
Louisiana,  was  ceded  by  France  to  the  United 
States  in  the  year  1803,  for  the  sum  of  $15,0u0,- 
000,  of  which  §3,750,000  was  devoted  to  the 
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pavmciit  of  Amerlcjin  thiims  on  Fi-iiiicp.  Tliis 
tenitoiy  had  just  before  been  ceded  by  Spuiii  to 
France  "without  pecuniary  consideration.  Siave- 
holdinji  had  lonji  been  allowed  therein,  alike 
under  Spanish  and  French  rule,  and  the  Trtaty 
of  Cession  contained  the  following  stipulation: 

Art.  Til.  The  inhabitants  of  the  ceded  Territory 
shiiU  lie  iiicorpoiated  into  the  Union  of  theUrjited  Stales, 
aiiJ  ailuiuted  as  soon  as  possible,  according  to  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  Feileral  Cunstitutiun,  to  tlie  eiijoynient  of 
all  the  rights,  advantages  and  inininnilies  of  citizens  of 
the  United  States;  and  in  the  meantime  tliey  .-liall  be 
maintained  an.l  protected  in  the  free  enjoyment  of 
their  hberty,  pro|«eriy,  and  the  religion  wnioii  tlity 
profess. 

The  State  of  Louisiana,  embodying  the  .south- 
ern portion  of  iliJs  acquired  territory,  was  re- 
COfrnized  by  (a)iigtess  in  1811,  and  fully  admit- 
ted in  ISli*,  with  a  State  Constitution.  Those 
who  chose  to  dwell  among  the  inhabitants  of 
the  residue  of  tlie  Louisiana  purchase,  hence- 
forth called  Mi.-;souri  Territory,  continued  to 
hold  slaves  in  its  sparse  and  sniall  but  increas- 
ing settlemeiii-s  maitily  in  its  southeastern  quar- 
ter, and  a  pro-Slavery  Court— perhaps  any  Court 
— would  utidoubtedly  have  pronounced  Slavery 
legal  anvwhere  on  its  vast  expanse,  from  the 
Mtssissippi  to  the  crests  of  the  Rocky  Mountains, 
if  not  beyond  theni,  ami  from  the  Red  River  of 
Louisiana  to  the  Lake  of  the  Woods. 

The  XVih  Congress  assembled  at  Washington, 
on  Mondav,  Dec.  1st,  1817.  Henry  Clay  was 
chosen  Speaker  of  the  House.  Mr.  John  Scott 
appeared  on  the  8th,  as  delegate  from  Missouri 
Territorv,  and  was  admitted  to  a  seat  as  such. 
On  the  "l6th  of  March  following,  he  presented 
petitions  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  Missouri,  in 
addition  to  similar  petitions  already  presented 
by  him,  praying  for  the  admission  of  Missouri 
into  tlie  Union  as  a  State,  which  were,  on  mo- 
tion, referred  to  a  Select  Committee,  consist- 
ing of 

Messrs.  Scott,  of  Mo.  ;  Poindexter,  of  Miss.  ;  Robert- 
son, of  Ky.  ;  Heiidriclvs,  of  Ind.  ;  Livermore,  of  N.  H.  ; 
Mills,  of  Mass.;  Baldwin,  of  Pa. 


to  this  amendment,  which  was  sustained  by  the 
following  vote  :  [taken  first  on  agreeing  to  so 
mtich  of  it  as  precedes  and  includes  the  word 
"  cotivicted."] 

Yma — For  the  Jlesiriciion  : 


New-tJampshire 4 

Massachusetts IS 

Khode  Island 1 

Connecticut < 

Vermont 5 

Delaw 


New-York 29 

!  New- Jersey 5 

I  Pennsylvania 20 

Oliio 5 

1  Indiana 1 

1 


Total  Yeas  87 — only  one  (Delaware)  from  a 
Slave  State. 

it-aya— Against  the  Restriction 


Massachusetts 8 

New-York 3 

New-Jersey 1 

New-Hampshire 1 

Ohio 1 

Illinois 1 

Delaware 1 

Maryland 9 


Virginia 18 

North  Carolina 13 

South  Carolina 6 

Georgia 4 

Kentucky 9 

Tennessee 4 

Mississippi 1 

Louiiiaua 1 


Total  Nays,  76—10  from  Free  States,  G6  from 
Slave  States. 

The  House  now  proceeded  to  vote  on  the 
residue  of  the  reported  amendment  (froin  the 
word  "convicted"  above),  which  was  likewise 
sustained.— Yeas,  82  ;  Nays,  78. 

So  the  whole  amendment— as  moved  by  Gen. 
Tallmadge  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and 
there  carried— was  sustained  when  reported  to 
the  House. 

Mr.  Storrs,  of  New  Y'ork  (opposed  to  the  Re- 
striction), now  moved  the  striking  out  of  so 
much  of  the  bill  as  provides  that  the  new  State 
shall  be  admitted  into  the  Union  "  on  an  equal 


footing    with  the 


original 


States  " — which,  he 


April  3d,  Mr.  Scott,  from  this  Coraiuittee,  re- 
ported a  bill  to  authorize  the  people  of  Missouri 
Territorv  to  form  a  Constitution  and  State 
Government,  and  for  the  admissioti  of  such 
State  itito  the  Union  on  an  equal  footing  with 
the  original  States ;  which  bill  was  read  the  tirst 
and  second  time,  and  sent  to  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  where  it  slept  for  the  remainder  of 
the  session. 

That  Congress  convened  at  Washington  for  its 
second  session,  on  the  10th  of  November,  1818. 
Feb.  loth,  the  House  went  into  Cotumittee  of 
the  Whole — Gen.  Smith,  of  Md.,  in  the  Chair — 
and  took  up  the  Missouri  bill  aforesaid,  which 
was  considered  through  that  sitting,  as  also  that 
of  the  l.'ith,  when  several  atnendments  were 
adopted,  the  most  important  of  whicii  was  the 
following,  moved  in  Committee  by  Gen.  James 
Tallmadge,  of  Duchess  county,  New-York, 
(lately  deceased)  : 

And  promded  afco,  That  the  further  introduction  of 
Slavery  or  involuntaiy  servitude  ba  prohibited,  except 
for  the  punishment  of  crimes,  whereof  the  party  shall  be 
duly  convicted  :  and  that  all  children  of  slaves,  born 
witldn  the  said  State,  after  the  admission  thereof  into  the 
Union,  shall  be  free,  but  may  be  held  to  service  until  the 
age  of  twenty-five  years. 

On  coming  out  of  Committee,  the  Yeas  and 
N'ays  were  called  on  the  queetioa  of  agreeing 


conteii'ded,  was  nullified  by  the  votes  just  taken. 
The  House  negatived  the  motion. 

Messrs.  Desha,  of  Ky.,  Cobb,  of  Ga.,  and 
Rhea,  of  Tenn.,  declared  against  the  bill  as 
amended. 

Messrs.  Scott,  of  Mo.,  and  Anderson,  of  Ky., 
preferred  the  bill  as  amended,  to  none. 

The  House  ordered  the  bill,  as  amended,  to 
a  third  reading ;  Yeas,  98  ;  Nays,  56.  The  bill 
thus  passed  the  House  next  day,  and  was  sent 
to  the  Senate. 

The  following  sketch  of  the  debate  on  this 
question  (Feb.  15th)  is  condensed  from  that 
iu  the  Appendix  to  Mles's  Register,  vol.  xvi. 

HOUSE    OF    REPRESENTATIVES,  FEB.  15,   1819. 

Mr.  Tallmadge,  of  New  York,  having  moved 
the  following  amendment  on  the  Saturday  pre- 
ceding— 


"  And  provided  that  the  introduction  of  Slavery,  or 
involuntary  servitude,  he  prohibited  txcept  Joi'ths 
Punishmentof  crimes. whereof  the  party  hasbeenduly 
convi-ited;  and  that  all  children  born  viilitn  the  said 
State  after  the  admisHion  thereof  into  the  imon,  sliau 
be  declared  free  at  the  age  of  2b  years," 

Mr  Fuller,  of  Massachusetts,  argued  that,  to  effect  a  con- 
cert of  interests,  it  was  proper  to  make  concessions,  llie 
States  where  Slaverv  existed  not  only  claimed  the  right  to 
continue  it,  but  it  was  manifest  that  a  general  f'<a""Pa: 
tion  of  slaves  could  not  be  asked  of  them.  Their  pohtical 
existence  would  have  been  in  jeopardy  ;  both  masters  ana 
slaves  must  have  been  involved  in  the  most  fatal  conse- 

'^'rrguard  against  such  intolerable  evils,  it  is  provided  in 
the  Constitution,  "  that  the  migration  or  importation  of 
such  persons,  as  any  of  the  fa-isting  States  think  proper 
to  admit,  shall  not  be  prohibited  till  ISOS.-Art  1,  sec  9 
And  it  is  provided  elsewhere,  that  persons  held  to  serwe 
by  the  laws  of  any  State,  shall  be  given  up  by  other 
States,  to  which  they  may  have  escaped,  etc  -Art  4,  sec.  2 
I     These  provisions  effectually  reco?ii7.ed  the  right  m  the 
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states,  which,  at  the  time  of  framing  the  Constitutioi.,  held 
the  blacks  in  Slavery,  to  continue  so  to  hold  themuntil 
they  should  think  proper  to  meliorate  their  condition. 
The  Constitution  is  a  compact  among  all  the  States  then 
existing,  by  which  certain  principles  of  government  are 
estabUshed  for  the  whole,  and  for  each  individual  State. 
The  predominant  principle  in  both    respects    is,  that 

ALL   MEN  ARE  FREE,  and  have    an   EQtJ.\L   RIGHT  TO  LIBERTY, 

and  all  other  privileges ;  or,  in  other  words,  the  pre- 
dominant principle  is  republicanism,  in  its  largest  sense. 
But,  then,  the  same  compact  contains  certain  excep- 
tions. The  States  then  holding  slaves  are  permitted, 
from  the  necessity  of  the  case,  and  for  the  sake  of  union, 
to  exclude  the  republican  prmciple  so  far,  and  onli/ 
so  far,  as  to  retain  their  slaves  m  servitude,  and  also  their 
progeny,  as  had  been  the  usage,  until  they  should  think  it 
proper  or  safe  to  conform  to  the  pure  principle,  Ijy  aboUsh- 
ing  Slavery.  The  compact  contains  on  its  face  the 
general  principle  and  the  exceptions.  But  the  attempt 
to  extend  Slavery  to  the  new  States,  is  in  du-ect  violation 
of  the  clause  which  guarantees  a  repubUcan  form  of  gov- 
ernment to  all  the  States.  This  clause,  indeed,  must  be 
construed  in  connection  with  the  exceptions  before  men- 
tioned ;  but  it  cannot,  without  violence,  be  applied  to  any 
otlier  States  than  those  in  which  Slavery  was  allowed  at 
the  formation  of  the  Constitution. 

The  Speaker  (Clay)  cites  the  first  clause  in  the  2d 
section  of  the  4th  article— "  The  citizens  of  each  State 
sliall  be  entitled  to  all  the  privileges  and  immunities  of 
citizens  of  tlie  several  States,"  which  he  thinks  would  be 
violated  by  the  condition  proposed  in  the  Constitution  of 
Missouri  To  keep  slaves — to  make  one  portion  of  the 
population  the  property  of  another — liardly  deserves  to  be 
called  a  jiririlege,  since  what  is  gained  by  the  masters 
must  be  lost  by  "the  slaves.  But,  independently  of  this 
consideration,  I  think  the  observations  already  offered  to 
the  coiiunittce,  showing  that  holding  the  black  population 
in  servitude  is  an  exception  to  the  general  principles  of 
the  Constitution,  and  cannot  be  allowed  to  extend  beyond 
the  fair  import  of  the  terms  by  which  that  exception  is 
proviiled,  are  a  sulhcient  answer  to  the  objection.  The 
gentleman  proceeds  in  the  same  train  of  reasoning,  and 
asks,  if  Con/i'ess  can  require  one  condition,  how  jnany 
more  can  be  required,  and  where  these  conditions  will 
i.nd  ?  AVitli  regard  to  a  republican  constitution.  Congress 
fere  obliged  to  require  that  condition,  and  that  is  enough 
for  the  present  question  ;  but  I  contend,  further,  that 
Congress  has  a  right,  at  their  discretion,  to  require  any 
other  reasonable  condition.  Several  others  were  required 
of  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois  and  Mississippi.  The  State  of 
Louisiana,  which  was  a  part  of  the  territory  ceded  to  us  at 
the  same  time  with  Missouri,  was  required  to  provide  in 
her  Constitution  for  trials  b\"  jury,  the  writ  of  habeas  cor- 
pus, the  principles  of  civil  and  religious  liberty,  with 
several  others,  pecuhar  to  that  State.  These,  certainly, 
are  none  of  them  more  indispensable  ingredients  in  a  re- 
publican form  of  government  than  the  equality  of  privi- 
leges of  all  the  population  ;  yet  these  have  not  been  denied 
to  be  reasonaljle,  and  warranted  by  the  National  Consti- 
tution in  the  admission  of  new  States 

One  gentleman,  however,  has  contended  against  the 
amendment,  because  it  abridges  the  rights  of  the  slave- 
holding  States  to  transport  their  slaves  to  the  new  States, 
for  sale  or  otherwise.  This  argument  is  attempted  to  be 
enforced  in  various  ways,  and  particularly  liy  the  clause 
in  the  Constitution  last  cited.  It  admits-,  however, 
of  a  very  clear  answer,  by  recurring  to  the  9th  sec- 
tion of  article  1st,  which  provides  that  "  the  7nigration  or 
importation  of  such  persons  as  any  of  the  States  then  e.x- 
isting  shall  adiiiit,  shall  not  be  prohibited  by  Congress  till 
180S."  Tills  clearly  implies  that  the  migration  and  im- 
portation may  be  prohibited  after  that  year.  The  impor- 
tation has  been  proliiliiled,  but  the  migration  has  not 
hitherto  been  restrahied  ;  Congress,  however,  may  restrain 
It,  when  it  may  be  judged  expedient. 

The  expeduncy  of  this  measure  is  very  apparent.  The 
opening  of  an  extensive  slave  market  will  tempt  the 
cupidity  of  those  who,  otherwise,  perhaps,  might  gradu- 
ally emancipate  their  slaves.  'We  liave  heard  much, 
Mr.  Cliairman,  of  the  Colonization  Society  ;  an  institu- 
tion which  is  the  favorite  of  the  humane  gentlemen  in 
the  slave-holding  States.  They  have  long  been  lament- 
ing the  miseries  of  Slavery,  and  earnestly  seeking  for  a 
remedy  compatible  with  their  own  safety,  and  the  happi- 
ness of  their  slaves.  At  last,  the  great  desideratum  is 
found — a  colony  in  Africa  for  the  emancipated  blacks. 
How  will  the  generous  intentions  of  these  humane  per- 
sons be  frustrated,  if  the  price  of  slaves  is  to  lie  doubled 
by  a  new  and  boundless  market!  Instead  of  emancipa- 
tion of  the  slaves,  it  is  much  to  be  feared  that  unprinci- 
ple<l  wretches  will  be  found  kidnapping  those  wlio  are 
already  free,  and  transporting  and  selling  the  hapless 
victims  into  hopeless  bondage,    f^ir  '  ■••ially  hope  that 


Congress  will  not  contribute  to  discountenance  and  ren 
der  abortive  the  generous  and  philanthropic  views  of 
this  most  worthy  and  laudable  society. 

Mr.  Tallmadge,  of  New  York,  followed — 

Sir,  said  he,  it  has  been  my  desire  and  my  intention  to 
avoid  any  debate  on  the  present  painful  and  unpleasant 
subject.  When  I  had  the  honor  to  submit  to  this  House 
the  amendment  now  under  consideraiion,  I  accompanied 
it  with  a  declaration  that  it  was  intended  to  confine  its 
operation  to  the  newly  acquired  Territory  across  the 
Mississippi ;  and  I  then  expressly  declared  that  I  would 
in  no  manner  intermeddle  with  the  slave-holding  States, 
nor  attempt  manumission  in  any  one  of  the  original  States 
in  the  Union.  Sir,  I  even  went  further,  and  stated  that 
I  was  aware  of  the  delicacy  of  the  sulyect — and,  that  I 
had  learned  from  Southern  gentlemen  the  dilhculties 
and  the  dangers  of  having  free  blacks  intermingling 
with  slaves;  and,  on  that  account,  and  with  a  view  to 
the  safety  of  the  white  population  of  the  adjoining 
States,  I  would  not  even  advocate  the  prohibition  of 
Slaveiy  in  the  Alabama  Territory  ;  because,  surrounded 
as  it  was  by  slave-holding  States,  and  with  only  imaginary 
lines  of  division,  the  intercourse  between  slaves  and 
free  blacks  could  not  be  prevented,  and  a  servile  war 
might  be  the  result.  While  we  deprecate  and  mourn 
over  the  evil  of  Slavery,  humanity  and  good  morals  re- 
quire us  to  wish  its  abolition,  under  circumstances  con- 
sistent with  the  safety  of  the  white  population.  'WU- 
lingly,  therefore,  will  i  submit  to  an  evil  which  we  can- 
not safely  remedy.  I  admitted  all  that  had  been  said  of 
the  danger  of  having  free  blacks  visible  to  slaves,  and, 
therefore,  did  not  hesitate  to  pledge  myself  that  I  would 
neither  advise  nor  attempt  coercive  manumission.  But, 
sir,  all  these  reasons  cease  when  we  cross  the  banks  of 
the  Mississippi,  into  a  Territory  separated  by  a  natural 
boundary— a  newly  acquired  Territor3',  never  contem- 
plated in  the  formation  of  our  government,  not  included 
within  the  Compromise  or  mutual  pledge  in  the  adoption 
of  our  Constitution — a  new  Teniiory  acquired  by  our 
common  fund,  and  which  ought  justly  to  be  subject  to 
our  common  legislation. 

Sir,  when  I  submitted  the  amendment  now  under  con- 
sideration, accompanied  with  these  explanations,  and 
with  these  avowals  of  my  intentions  and  of  my  motives 
I  did  expect  that  gentlemen  who  might  differ  from 
me  in  opinion  would  appreciate  the  liberality  of  my 
views,  and  would  meet  me  with  moderation,  as  upon  :^ 
fair  subject  for  general  legislation.  I  did  expect,  at 
least,  that  the  frank  declaration  of  my  views  would  pro- 
tect me  from  harsh  expressions,  and  from  the  unfriendly 
imputations  which  have  been  cast  out  on  this  occasion. 
But,  sir,  such  has  been  the  character  and  the  violence  of 
this  debate,  and  expressions  of  so  much  intemperance, 
and  of  an  aspect  so  tlireatening  have  been  used,  that 
continued  silence  on  my  part  would  ill  become  me,  who 
had  submitted  to  this  House  the  original  proposition. 

Sir,  has  it  already  come  to  tliis :  tliat  in  tlie  Congress  of 
the  United  Slates — that,  in  the  Legi^lative  councils  ot 
Ilepublican  America,  tlie  subject  of  Slavery  has  become 
a  sulyect  of  so  much  feeling — of  such  delicacy — of  sucli 
danger,  ihal  it  cannot  safely  be  discussed?  Are  mem- 
bers who  venture  to  express  their  sentiments  on  this 
subject,  to  be  accused  of  talking  to  tlie  galleries,  with 
imeutiou  to  excite  a  servile  war  ;  and  of  meriting  the 
late  of  Arbuthnot  and  Ambrister  ?  Are  we  to  be  told  of 
the  dissolution  of  the  Union,  of  civil  war  and  of  seas  of 
blood?  And  yet,  with  such  awlul  tlireatenings  before  us, 
do  gentlemen,  in  the  same  breath,  insist  upon  the  encour- 
agement of  this  evil ;  upon  the  extension  of  this  monstrous 
scourge  of  the  human  race?  An  evil  so  frauglit  with 
sucli  dire  calamities  to  us  a»  individuals,  and  to  our 
nation,  and  threatening,  in  its  progress,  to  overwlieliii  the 
civil  and  religious  institutions  of  the  country,  with  the 
liberties  of  the  nation,  ought  at  once  to  be  met,  and  to  be 
coutrnUed.  If  its  power,  its  influence,  and  its  impending 
dangers,  have  already  arrived  at  such  a  point,  that  it  is 
not  safe  to  discuss  it  on  this  floor,  and  it  cannot  now 
pass  under  consideration  as  a  proper  subject  for  general 
legislation,  what  will  be  the  result  when  it  is  rpread 
tiirough  your  widely-txtemied  domain?  Its  present 
threatening  aspect,  and  the  violence  of  its  sujtporiers,  so 
far  from  inducing  me  to  yield  to  its  progress,  prompt  me 
to  resist  its  march.  Now  is  the  time.  It  must  now  be 
met,  and  the  extension  of  the  evil  must  now  be  prevented, 
or  the  occasion  is  irrecoverably  lost,  and  the  evil  can 
never  be  controlled. 

Sir,  extend  your  view  across  the  Missis?i))pi,  over  your 
newly-acquired  Territory — a  Territory  so  far  surpassing, 
in  exteni,  the  liiiiils  of  your  present  country,  that, 
country  whii'h  gave  birth  to  your  nan"n — whioli  acnieved 
your  llevolution— consoliiialed  your  Union — formed  your 
"Coiistilutioii,    aud    has   subsequently  acquired    so    uittch 
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glory,  bangs  but  as  an  appembige  to  the  extended  empire 
overwliicli  your  Kcpubljcan  Uuverniueut  is  now  culled  to 
l>«iir  6way.  Look  down  the  long  visla  of  fiHurily  ;  see 
•your  euipire,  in  extent  uuequaled,  in  advaniagenus 
bilualJon  without  a  purullel,  and  occupying  all  the  valua- 
ble part  of  one  continent.  Behold  this  extended  eiiipire, 
tnbabiied  by  the  hardy  sons  of  American  freeiiieii, 
knowing  iheir  riglit.-i,  and  inheriting  the  will  to  protect 
Iheai — owiRis  ol  the  soil  on  which  they  live,  and  inter- 
ested in  the  iii.-liiuiions  which  they  labor  to  defend  ;  with 
two  oceans  laving  your  shores,  and  tributary  to  your 
purposes,  bearing  on  their  bo^oul^  the  coiiimeice  of  our 
people;  compared  to  yours,  the  governments  of  Kurope 
uwiiidie  into  in^igiii&cance,  and  the  whole  world  is  with- 
iiui  a  p^.rallel.  liut,  ^ir,  reverse  this  scene;  people  this 
t.ir  aoinaiii  with  the  tlaves  of  your  plaiiicis ;  extend 
ii>7«ire/-y,  tiiis  b»ne  of  man,  this  aboniinaiion  of  heaven, 
over  your  extended  empire,  and  you  prepare  its  dissolu- 
liou  ;  you  turn  its  accumulated  strengtii  into  positive 
Weakness;  you  cherish  a  canker  in  your  bieaji  ;  you 
put  poison  in  your  bosom;  you  place  a  vulture  preying 
uu  your  heart — nay,  you  whet  the  dagger  and  place  it  in 
(he  huiids  of  a  poriiou  of  your  popuUlion,  stimulated  to 
use  it,  by  every  tie,  human  and  divine.  Tlie  envious  con- 
trast between  your  happiness  and  their  misery,  between 
your  liberty  and  their  ^lavery,  must  constantly  prompt 
them  to  accomplish  your  destruction.  Your  enemies  will 
learn  the  .source  and  the  cause  of  your  weukness.  As 
often  a>  exieiual  dangers  shall  threaten,  or  internal  com- 
motions awail  you,  you  will  then  reabze  that,  by  your 
own  procurement,  you  have  placed  amidst  yiur  lamilics, 
and  111  ti.e  busoui  of  your  country,  a  population  produc- 
ing at  once  tlie  grealest  cause  of  individual  danger,  and 
ol  national  weakness.  With  this  defect,  your  govern- 
ment mu~t  crumble  to  pieces,  and  your  people  become  the 
scotT  ot  the  World. 

Sir,  we  have  been  told,  with  apparent  confidence,  that 
we  have  no  rigiil  to  annex  conditions  to  a  ttate,  on  its  ad- 
uiiasiou  into  the  Lniou ;  and  it  has  been  urged  that  the 
proposed  ameudmeut,  prohibiting  the  further  introduction 
ol  slavery,  ii  unconstitutional.  This  position,  asserted 
wilii  so  much  coulidence,  remains  unsupported  by  any 
arguiutnt,  or  by  any  authority  derived  from  the  Constitu- 
tion iLself.  The  Constitution  strongly  indicates  an  opposite 
conclusion,  and  seems  to  contemplate  a  diilerence  be- 
tween the  old  and  the  new  States.  The  practice  of  the 
government  has  sanctioned  this  diiTerence  in  many  re- 
spec  id. 

Sir,  we  have  been  told  that  this  is  a  new  principle  for 
which  we  contend,  never  before  adopted,  or  thought  of. 
So  far  from  this  being  correct,  it  is  due  to  the  memory  of 
our  ancestors  to  say,  it  i^  an  old  princii)le,  adopted  by 
them,  ad  the  policy  of  our  country.  Whenever  the  United 
States  have  had  the  right  and  the  power,  they  have  here- 
tofore prevented  the  extension  of  Slavery.  The  States 
of  Kentucky  and  Tennessee  were  taken  oil  from  other 
States,  and  were  admitted  into  ttie  Luion  without  condi- 
tion, because  their  lands  were  never  owned  by  the  United 
States.  The  Territory  northw  est  of  the  Ohio  is  all  the  land 
which  ever  belonged  to  them.  Shortly  after  the  cession  of 
those  lands  to  the  Union,  Congress  passed,  in  ITsT,  a  com- 
pact, which  was  declared  to  be  unalterable,  the  sixth  arti- 
cle of  which  provides  that,  "  Uure  «haU  be  neitlier 
mavei-y  nor  intoluntary  iii:iTitu<le  in  the  xaid  Terri- 
tory, othenwifse  Vmn  in  the  puuinliment  for  crime«, 
tu/uret'/  tJie  jjarliri  nUitll  hate  been  duly  cuiicicttd." 
In  pursuance  of  this  compact,  all  the  States  formed  from 
that  Territory  have  been  admitted  into  the  Union  upon 
various  conditions,  and,  amongst  which,  the  sixth  article  of 
this  compact  is  included  as  one. 

Let  gentlemen  also  advert  to  the  law  for  (he  admission 
of  the  State  of  Louisiana  into  the  Union  ;  they  will  find  it 
filled  with  conditions.  It  was  required  not  only  to  form  a 
Constitution  upon  the  principles  of  a  republican  govern- 
ment, but  it  was  required  to  contain  the  "  fundamental 
principles  of  civil  and  religious  liberty."  It  was  even_  re- 
quired, as  a  condition  of  its  admission,  to  keep  its  records, 
and  its  judicial  and  its  legislative  proceedings,  in  the  Kng- 
Ush  language  ;  and  also  to  secure  the  trial  by  jury,  and  to 
surrender  all  claim  to  unappropriated  lands  in  the  Terri- 
tory, with  the  proliibitiou  to  lax  any  of  the  United  States' 
lands. 

After  this  long  practige  and  constant  usage  to  annex 
conditions  to  the  admission  of  a  State  into  the  Union,  will 
gentlemen  yet  tell  us  it  is  unconstitutional,  and  talk  of  our 
principles  being  novel  and  extraordinary  ? 

Mr.  Scott,  of  Missouri,  stiid  : 

_  He  trusted  that  his  conduct,  during  the  whole  of  (he 
time  in  which  be  had  had  the  honor  of  a  seat  in  t^e  House, 
had  convinced  gentlemen  of  his  disposition  not  to  obtrude 
his  sentiments  on  any  other  subjects  tli.-».n  those  on  whicU 
tne  icl-.  .v,-i  oi"  Lis  coujiitucnts,  and  of  tlie  Territory  be  re- 


I  prescn(ed,  were  immediately  concerned.  But  when  k 
question  such  as  the  amendments  proposed  by  the  gentle- 
men from  New  Vork  (.Messrs.  Tallmadge  and  Taylor),  wa» 
presented  for  consideration,  involving  constitutional  prin- 
ciples to  a  vast  aniount,  pregnant  with  the  future  fate  of 
the  Territory,  portending  destruction  to  the  liberties  of 
that  people,  directly  bearing  on  their  rights  of  property, 
their  stale  rights,  tlieir  all,  be  shoubl  consider  it  as  a  dere- 
liction of  his  duty,  as  retreating  from  his  post,  nay,  double 
criminality,  did  be  not  raise  Ids  voice  against  tl.eir  adop- 
tion. 

Mr.  Scott  entertained  the  opinion,  tlia(,  under  (he  Con- 
stilulion.  Congress  bad  not  the  ]iuwer  to  impose  this,  or 
any  other  restriction,  or  to  require  of  the  jieople  of  Mis- 
souri their  assent  to  this  condition,  as  a  ]'re-re(|uisite  to 
their  admission  into  the  Union.  He  contended  this  from 
the  language  of  tl)e  Constitution  itself,  from  the  practice 
in  the  adnli^sion  of  new  States  under  that  instrument,  and 
from  the  express  terms  of  the  treaty  of  cession.  The 
short  view  be  hitended  to  take  of  those  points  would,  be 
trusted,  be  satisfactory  to  all  those  who  were  not  so 
anxious  to  usurp  power  as  to  sacrifice  to  its  attainment 
the  principles  of  our  government,  or  who  were  r.ot  desir- 
ous of  prostrating  the  rights  and  independence  of  a  State 
to  chimerical  views  of  policy  or  expediency.  The  uuthorily 
to  admit  new  States  into  the  Union  was  granted  in  tl.e 
third  section  of  the  fourth  article  of  the  Constitution,  which 
declared  that  "  new  States  may  be  admitted  by  the  CoH- 
gress  into  the  Union."  The  only  power  given  to  the  Con- 
gress by  this  section  appeareu  to  him  to  be,  that  of  pass- 
ing a  law  for  the  admission  of  the  new  State,  leaving  it  in 
possession  of  all  the  rights,  privileges,  and  immunities,  en- 
joyed by  the  other  States  ;  the  most  valuable  and  promi- 
nent of  which  was  that  of  forming  and  modifying  their 
own  State  Constitution,  and  over  n  bich  Congress  had  no 
superintending  control,  other  than  that  expressly  given  iji 
the  fourth  section  of  the  same  article,  which  read,  '•  The 
United  States  shall  guarantee  to  everj  State  in  this  Union 
a  republican  form  of  government."  This  end  accomplished, 
the  guardianship  of  the  United  States  over  the  Constitu- 
tions of  the  several  Suites  was  fulfilled  ;  and  all  restrictions, 
limitations  and  conditions  beyond  this,  w  as  so  much  power 
unwarrantably  assumed.  In  illustration  of  this  position, 
he  would  read  an  extract  from  one  of  the  essays  written 
by  the  late  President  Madison,  contemporaneously  with 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  Stales,  and  from  a  very 
celebrated  work  :  "  In  a  confederacy  founded  on  republi- 
can principles,  and  composed  of  republican  members,  the 
superintending  government  ought  clearly  to  possess  au- 
thority to  defend  the  system  against  aristocratic  or 
monarchical  innovations.  The  more  intimate  the  nature 
of  such  an  union  may  be,  the  greater  interest  have  tlic 
members  in  the  xiolitical  institutions  of  each  other,  and 
the  greater  right  to  insist  that  the  forms  of  government 
under  which  the  compact  was  entered  into,  should  be  sub- 
stantially maintained.  But  this  authority  extends  no  fur- 
ther than  to  a  ffuarantee  o/  a  rejjublicun  J\  rin  oj  gov- 
ernment, which  supposes  a  preexisting  government  of  the 
form  which  is  to  be  guaranteed.  As  long,  therefore,  as  the 
existing  re|)ublican  forms  are  continued  by  the  Slates,  they 
are  guaranteed  by  the  I'ederal  Constitution.  Whenever 
the  States  may  choose  to  substitute  other  republican 
forms,  they  have  a  right  to  do  so,  and  to  claim  the  Federal 
guarantee  for  the  latter.  The  onli/ restriction  imposed 
on  them  is,  that  they  shall  not  exchange  republican  for 
anti-republican  Constitutions;  a  restriction  which,  it  is 
presumed,  will  hardly  be  considered  as  a  grievance." 

Mr.  Scott  believeil  it  to  be  a  just  rule  of  interpretation, 
that  the  enumeration  of  ])Owers  delegated  to  Congress 
weakened  their  authority  in  all  cases  not  enumerated ; 
and  that  beyond  those  jiowers  eniuiierated  they  had  none, 
except  they  were  essentially  necessary  to  carry  into  effect 
those  tJiat  were  given.  The  second  section  of  the  fourth 
article  of  the  Constitution,  which  declared  that  "  the  citi- 
zens of  each  State  shall  be  entitled  to  all  the  privileges 
and  immunities  of  citizens  in  the  several  Slate.s,"  was 
satisfactory,  to  hU  judgment,  that  it  was  intended  the  citi- 
zens of  each  State,  forming  a  part  of  one  harmonious 
whole,  should  have,  in  all  things,  e'yi/rt/ /»/<«i7<  ;/<•»;  Ui« 
necessary  consequence  of  w^hich  was,  that  every  man,  in 
his  own  Stale,  should  have  the  same  rights,  privileges,  and 
powers,  that  any  other  citizen  of  the  I  iiited  States  had  in 
bis  own  State  ;  otherwise,  discontent  and  murmurings 
would  prevail  against  the  general  government  who  bad 
dejirived  him  of  this  equality. 

for  example,  if  (be  citizens  of  I'eiinsylvania,  or  Vir- 
ginia, eiij  'Ved  the  right,  in  ibeir  own  Stale,  lo  Uecide  the 
que.iiion  wuelber  they  would  have  Slavery  or  not,  Ihe 
citizens  of  .Mi.-^ouri,  to  give  ihein  the  same  privileges, 
mu.«t  li.ive  the  .-aine  right  to  decide  wiielber  they  would  or 
Would  not  tolerate  Slavery  in  their  State;  if  it  were 
olherwi-e,  then  llie  citizens  of  Pennsylvania  and  Virginia 
would  have  more  riglils,  privileges  and  powers  in  ihe.r 
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respective  States,  than  tlie  .  lizens  of  Missouri  wnulil 
have  ill  tlieirs.  Mr.  S.  said  h<  ■nroulil  make  anotlier  quo- 
tation from  ilie  same  work  lie  hini  before  been  liulelited 
to,  (vliicli  lie  believed  had  considerable  bearinp  on  this 
subject.  "  The  powers  delefraleil  by  the  pr-iposed  Consti- 
tiuion,  to  the  Federal  Government,  are  few  and  detined  ; 
ttiose  which  arc  to  remain  in  the  Stale  GoVerninenls,  are 
numerous  and  iiuUhnile;  the  former  will  be  exercised 
priaci|ially  on  external  olyects,  as  war,  |)eace,  netfotia- 
tion,  and  foreign  commerce,  with  which  last  the  powers 
of  taxation  will,  f.^r  the  nio,*t  part,  be  connected.  Tli» 
powers  reserved  to  the  seveial  States  will  extend  to  all 
the  objects,  which  in  the  ordinary  course  of  nffairs  con- 
cern tlie  lives,  liberties,  ami  properties  of  the  people,  and 
the  internal  order,  improTement,  and  prosperity  of  the 
State."  The  applicability  of  this  doctrine  lo  the  question 
under  consideration  was  so  obvious,  Uiat  he  would  not 
detain  the  House  to  give  examples,  but  leave  it  forgentle- 

men  to  make  the  application 

Mr.  Scott  believed,  tliat  the  practice  under  the  Consti- 
tution   had   been  different  from  that  now  contended  for 
by  gentlemen;    he  was  unapprised  of  any  similar  provi- 
sion having  ever  been  made,  or  attempted  to  be  made,  in 
relation  to  any  other  new  State  heretofore  admitted.    The 
argument  drawn  from  tlie  States  fi»rmed  out  of  the  Terri- 
tory northwest  of  the  river  Ohio,  he  did  not  consider  as 
analogous;  that  restriction,  if  any,  was  imposed  in   pur- 
suance  of  a  compact,  and  only,  so  far  as  Congress  coulil 
do,  carried  into  effect  the  disposition  of  Virginia  in  refe- 
rence to  a  part  of  her  own  (  riginal  Territory,  ami  was, 
in  every  re>pect,  more  just,  because  that  provision  was  ' 
mide  and  published  to  the  world  at  a  time  when  but  few,  i 
If  any,  setllements  were  formed  within  that  tract  of  coun-  | 
try;  and  the  children  of  those  people  of  color  belonging  i 
to  the  inhabitants  then  there,  have  been,  and  still  were,  | 
held  in  bondage,  and  were  not  free  at  a  given  age,  as  was 
contemplated  by  tlie  amendment  under  consideration  ;  nor 
did  he  doubt  but  that  it  was  competent  for  any  of  those 
States  admitted  in  pnr.-uance  of  tlie  Ordinance  of  'S7,  lo  j 
call  a  Convention,  and  so  to  alter  their   Constitution  as  i 
to  allow  the  in'roduction  of  slaves,  if  they  thought  pro- 
per to  do  so.     To  tliose  gentlemen  who  iiad  in  their  argu-  ; 
nient,  in  support  of  the  anie.idmenis,  adverted  to  the  in- 
stance wnere  Congress  had,  by  ilie   law  authorizing  the 
people   of  Luui-iatia   to   lor.n  a   Constitution   and  Sta'e 
Government,  exercised  the  power  of  imposing  the  terms 
and  conditions  on  which  tlo-y  should  be  permitted  to  do 
so,  he  would  recouimend  a  careful  e.xiimination  and  com-  I 
parison    of    tlio-ie    terms   with   the   Constitution    of   the  ' 
United  Suites,  when,  he  doubted  nor,  ihey  would  be  con- 
vinced th;il  tlie^e  restrictions  were  only  such  as  w^-re  in 
express  and  pO'-i  ive  language  defined  in  the  1  tier  insiru- 
struincnt,  and  would   have  been  equally  binding  on  the  ' 
people  of  Louisiana  had  they  not  been  enumerated  in  the 
law  giving  them   authority   to   form   a  Constitution  for  ' 
themselves.  I 

Mr.  S.  said,  he  considered  the  contemplated  conditions 
and  restrictions,  contained  in  the  propised  amendments, 
to  be  unconstiiuiional  and  unwarrantable,  from  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Treaty  of  Cession,  by  the  third  article  of 
which  it  Was  stipulated,  that  "  the  inhabitant*  of  the 
ceded  Territory  sliall  be  incorporated  in  the  Union  of  the 
United  States,  and  admitted,  as  soon  as  p  issible,  accord- 
ing to  the  principles  of  the  Federal  Constitution,  to  the 
enjoyment  of  all  tlie  rights,  advantages,  and  immunities 
of  cilzens  of  tiie  United  States,  and,  in  tlie  mean  time, 
they  shall  be  maintained  and  protected  in  the  free  enjoy- 
ment of  their  liberty,  property,  and  the  religion  wliich 
they  profess." 

The  people  were  not  left  to  the  wayward  discretion  of  , 
this  or  any  other  government,  by  saying  that  they  mat/ 
be  incorporitted  in  the  Union.  The  language  was  differ- 
ent and  imperative:  '■'■  Ucey  shall  he  incorporated." 
Mr.  Sjott  understood  by  the  term  incorporated,  that 
they  were  to  form  a  constiiuent  part  of  this  republic; 
that  they  were  to  become  joint  partners  in  the  character 
and  councils  of  the  country,  and  in  the  national  losses 
and  national  gains;  as  a  Territory  they  were  not  an  es- 
senlia.1  part  of  the  Government;  they  were  a  mere  pro-  ; 
vince,  subject  to  the  acts  and  regulations  of  the  General 
Governmem  in  all  cases  whatsoever.  As  a  Territory,  they 
hail  not  all  the  rights,  advantages  and  immunUies,  ot  : 
citizens  of  the  United  States.  Mr.  S  himself  furnished  an  ' 
example,  that,  in  their  present  condition,  they  had  not  all 
the  rights  of  tae  o  her  citizens  of  the  Union,  liad  he  a  vote 
in  tills  House?  and  yet  these  people  were,  during  the  war, 
subject  to  certain  taxes  imposed  liy  Congress,  llad  those 
people  any  voice  to  give  in  the  imposition  of  ta.\es  to 
which  they  were  subject,  or  in  the  disposition  of  the 
funils  of  tne  naiion,  and  particularly  those  arising  from 
the  sales  of  the  public  lands,  to  which  they  already  had, 
ami  still  would  largely  contribute?  Had  they  a  Viice  to 
give  in  seleutiugthe  officers  of  this  Government,  or  many 


of  their  own?  In  short,  in  what  had  they  equal  riffhU, 
advantagei  and  immunities,  with  the  other  oititens  of 
the  United  States,  but  in  the  privilege  lo  submit  to  a  pro- 
crastinalion  of  their  rights,  and  in  the  advantage  to  sul>- 
scribe  to  your  laws,  your  rules,  your  taxes,  and  your 
powers,  even  without  a  hearing?  Those  people  were  also 
''to  be  admitted  into  the  Union  as  soon  as  possible." 
Mr.  Scott  would  infer  from  this  expression,  thai  it  was  the 
understanding  of  the  parties,  that  so  soon  as  any  portion 
of  the  Territory,  of  sufficient  extent  to  form  a  StatP, 
should  contain  tne  numberof  inhabitants  required  by  law 
to  entitle  them  to  a  representative  on  the  floor  of  ihia 
House,  that  Ihey  then  had  the  right  to  make  the  call  for 
admission,  and  this  admission,  when  made,  was  lo  be,  not 
on  conditions  that  gentlemen  might  deem  expedient,  not 
on  conditions  referable  to  future  poliiical  view-,  not  on 
conditions  that  the  Constitution  the  people  should  form 
should  contain  a  clause  that  would  particularly  open  the 
door  for  emigration  from  the  North  or  from  the  S'>uth, 
not  on  condition  that  the  future  population  of  the  State 
should  come  from  a  Slaveholding  or  Non-Slaveholiling 
Slate,  "but  according  to  the  principle*  of  Vie  Federal 
Constitution,"  and  none  other. 

Mr.  Scott  had  trusted  that  gentlemen  who  professed  to 
be  actuated  by  motives  of  humanity  and  principle  would 
not  encourage  a  course  of  dissimulation,  or,  by  any  vote 
of  theirs,  render  it  necessary  for  the  citizens  of  Missouri 
lo  act  equivocally  to  obtain  their  rights,  lie  was  unwill- 
ing to  believe,  that  political  views  alone  led  gentlemen  on 
this  or  any  other  occasion  ;  but,  from  the  hiniruageof  the 
member  from  New-York  (Mr.  Taylor),  he  was  compelled 
to  suspect  that  they  had  their  influence  upon  him.  That 
gentlemen  lias  told  us,  that  If  ever  he  lefi  his  present  re- 
sidence, it  would  be  for  Illinois  or  Missouri ;  at  all  events, 
he  wished  to  send  out  his  brothers  and  his  sons.  Mr.  Scott 
begged  that  gentleman  to  relieve  him  from  the  awful  ap- 
preliension  excited  by  the  prospect  of  this  accession  of 
population.  He  hoped  the  House  would  excuse  him  while 
he  stated,  that  he  did  not  desire  that  gentleman,  his  son", 
or  his  brothers,  iii  that  lami  of  brave,  noble,  and  inile- 
pendent  freemen.  The  member  says  that  the  latitude  is 
too  far  North  to  admit  of  Slavery  there.  Would  the 
gentleman  cast  his  eye  on  the  map  before  him,  he  would 
there  see,  that  a  part  of  Kentuckj-,  Virginia,  and  Mary- 
land, were  as  far  Norlli  as  the  Northern  boundary  of  tho 
proposed  State  of  Mi'ssouri.  Mr.  Scott  would  thank  the 
gentleman  if  he  would  condescend  to  tell  him  what  pre- 
cise line  of  latitude  suited  his  conscience,  his  humanity, 
or  Ills  political  views,  on  this  subject.  Could  that  mem- 
ber be  serious,  when  he  made  the  parallel  of  latitude  lb" 
measure  of  his  good-will  to  those  unfortunate  blacks  ? 
Or  was  he  trying  how  far  he  could  go  in  fallacious  argu- 
ment and  absurdity,  without  creating  one  l)lu«h  even  on 
his  own  cheek,  for  inconsistency  ?  Wha',  starve  the  ne- 
groes out,  pen  them  up  in  the  swamps  and  iiiorxsses,  con- 
fine them  to  Southern  latitudes,  to  long,  scorching  ilays 
of  labor  and  fatigue,  until  the  race  becomes  extinct,  that 
the  fair  land  of  Missouri  mav  be  tenanted  by  that  gentle- 
man, his  brothers,  iind  sons?  He  e.xpectcd  from  llie  ma- 
joriiy  of  the  House  a  more  liberal  jiolicy,  and  better  evi- 
dence that  they  really  were  actuated  by  humane  motives. 

The  Hoti.-*c  bill,  thus  pas.-Jod,  reached  tlic 
Senate,  February  17th,  wlien  ii  wa.a  read  twice 
and  .''oiit  to  a  Select  Coniiiiittee  already  raised 
on  a  like  application  from  Alabama,  consisting  of 

Slessrs.  Tait,  of  Georgia  ;  Morrow,  of  Ohio  ;  Williams,  of 
Mississippi ;  Edwards,  of  Illinois  ;  Williams,  of  Tennessee. 

On  the  22nd,  .Mr.  Tait,  from  this  Committee, 
reported  the  liill  with  amendments,  strilcing  out 
the  Anti-Slavery  restrictions  inserted  by  the 
House.  This  bill  was  taken  up  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  27th,  when  Mr.  V/ilson  of 
New-Jersey  moved  its  postponement  to  the  5th 
of  March — that  is,  to  the  end  of  the  session — 
negatived:  Yeas  14;  Xi»ys  2S. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  vote  on  agree- 
ing to  the  amendments  reported  by  the  Select 
Committee,  viz. :  1,  to  stfike  out  of  the  House 
bill  the  following : 

And  that  all  children  of  slaves  born  within  the  said 
State,  after  tlie  admission  thereof  into  the  Union,  shall 
be  Free,  but  may  be  held  to  service  until  the  age  of 
twenty-one  years.  . 

Which  was  stricken  out  by  the  following  TOte  : 

Teas — Against  the  Restriction — 27.  Nays — For 
the  liesti-iclion — 7. 


THE   STRUGGLE   FOR   SLAVERY   RESTRICTION-. 


59 


Tiie  Senate  then  proceeded  to  vote  on  the 
residue  of  the  House  Restriction,  as  t'ollo«s: 


And  provided  alio,  Tliat  the  further  iutrntluction  of 
Slavery  or  involiiMtary  servitude  be  prohibileJ,  except 
for  the  i>unishmeni  of  crimes,  wliereof  the  party  sliall 
Iwive  been  duly  convicled. 

Tl'.e  vote  on  this  clause  was  as  follows  : 

Yean— For  striking  out  Ihe  Restriction —^i.  Kays 
— Against  striking  out — 16. 

The  bill  thus  amended  was  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed, and  was  (March  2nd — last  da\'  but  one 
of  thf'  Session)  read  a  third  time,  and  passed 
without  a  division.  The  bill  was  on  that  day 
returned  to  the  House,  and  the  amendments  of 
the  Senate  read:  whereupon,  Mr.  Tallmadge,  of 
New-York,  moved  that  the  bill  be  postponed 
iudetinitely.     Yeas  69  ;  Nays  74. 

[The  record  shows  hardly  a  vo'e  changed  from  Yea,  on 
the  original  passage  of  the  Restriction,  to  Nay  now,  but 
many  members  who  voted  then  were  now  absent  or 
e'lent.] 

The  vote  was   then    taken   on  concurring  in 

the  Senate's  amendments,  as  aforesaid,  and  the 

House  refused  to  concur  ;  Yeas  76  ;  Nays  78. 

[Hardly  a  vote  changed  ;  but  more  members  voting 
th;in  on  ihe  previous  division,  and  less  than  when  the 
Restriction  was  carried.] 

The  bill  was  now  returned  to  the  Senate,  "with 
a  message  of  non-coucurrence  ;  when  Mr.  Tait 
moved  that  the  Senate  adhere  to  its  amendment, 
which  was  carried  without  a  division.  The  bill 
being  thus  remanded  to  the  House,  Mr.  Taylor, 
of  New-York,  moved  that  the  House  adhere  tn 
its  disagreement,  which  prevailed.  Yeas  78  ; 
Nays  6ti.  So  the  bill  fell  betv.een  the  two 
Houses,  and  was  lost. 

The  Southern  portion  of  the  then  Territory 
of  Missouri  (organized  by  separation  from 
Louisiana  in  1812)  was  excluded  from  the  pro- 
posed State  of  Missouri,  and  organized  as  a 
separate  Territory,  entitled  Arkansas. 

The  bill  being  under  consideration,  Mr.  Tay- 
lor, of  New-Y'ork,  moved  that  the  foregoing  re- 
striction be  applied  to  it  also  ;  and  the  clause, 
proposing  that  slaves  born  therein  after  the 
passage  of  this  act  be  free  at  twenty-five  years 
of  age,  was  carried  (February  17th)  by  75  Yeas 
to  73  Nays ;  but  that  providing  against  the 
further  introduction  of  Slaves  was  lost ;  Yeas 
70;  Nays  71.  The  next  day,  the  clause  just 
adopted  was  stricken  out,  and  the  bill  ultimately 
pas.-ed  without  any  allusion  to  Slavery.  Ar- 
kansas of  course  became  a  Slave  Territory,  and 
ultimately  (1836)  a  Slave  State. 

THE    SECOND    MISSOURI    STRCGOLE. 

A  new  Congress  assembled  on  the  6th  of 
December,  1819.  Mr.  Clay  was  again  chosen 
Speaker.  On  the  8th,  Mr.  Scott,  delegate  from 
Missouri,  moved  that  the  memorial  of  her  Ter- 
ritorial Legislature,  as  also  of  several  citizens, 
praying  her  admission  into  the  Union  as  a  State, 
be  referred  to  a  Select  Committee  ;  carried, 
and  Messrs.  Scott,  of  Missouri,  Robertson,  of 
Kentucky,  Terrell,  of  Georgia,  Strother,  of  Vir- 
ginia, and  De  Witt,  of  New-York,  (all  but  the 
last  from  the  Slave  region,)  were  appointed  said 
committee. 

Mr.  Strong,  of  New-York,  that  day  gave 
notice  of  a  bill  "  To  prohibit  the  further  exten- 
sion of  Slavery  iu  the  United  States." 


On  the  14th,  Mr.  Taylor,  of  New-York,  moved 
a  Select  Committee  on  this  subject,  whicii  was 
i  granted  ;  and  the  mover,  with  Messrs.  Liver- 
more,  of  New-Hampshire,  B.nbour,  (P.  P.  1  of 
Virginia,  Lowndes,  of  South-Carolina,  Fuller,  of 
Massachusetts,  Hardin,  of  Kentucky,  and  Cuth 
bert,  of  (Georgia,  were  appointed  such  committee, 
A  mnjority  of  this  Committee  being  Pro-Slavery, 
Mr.  Taylor  could  do  nothing  ;  and  on  the  2Sili 
the  Committee  was,  on  motion,  discharged  from 
the  further  consideration  of  the  subject. 

On  the  same  day,  Mr.  Taylor  moved  : 


Tiiat  a  Committee  be  appointed  wiih  instructions  to 
report  a  bill  prohibiting  the  further  admission  of  slavci 
iiilo  the  Territories  of  the  United  States  West  of  the  rive.' 
Mit^sissippi. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  thi.s 
resolve  was  sent  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
and  made  a  special  order  for  January  lOih; 
but  it  was  not  taken  up,  and  appears  to  have 
slept  the  sleep  of  death. 

In  the  Senate,  the  memorial  of  the  Missouri 
Territorial  Legislature,  asking  admi.-sion  as  a 
State,  was  presented  by  Mr.  Smith,  of  Souih- 
Carolina,  December  29th,  and  referred  to  the 
Judiciary  Committee,  which  consisted  of 

Messrs.  Smith, of  South  Carolina  ;  Leate,  of  Mississippi ; 
Burrill,  of  Rhode  Island  ;  Logan,  of  Kentuc!;y  ;  Otis  of 
Massachusetts. 

DANIEL    WEUSTER    OX    SLATERT    EXTENSION. 

The  following  is  extracted  from  the  "  Memor- 
ial to  theCongress  of  the  United  States,  on  the 
subject  of  restraining  the  increase  of  Slaveiy  in 
New  States  to  be  admitted  into  the  Union,"  in 
pursuance  of  a  vote  of  the  inhabitants  of  Boston 
and  its  vicinity,  assembled  at  the  State  House 
on  the  3d  of  December,  1S19,  which  was 
drawn  up  by  Daniel  Webster,  and  signed  by 
himself,  George  Blake,  Josiah  Quincy,  James 
T.  Austin,  etc  It  is  inserted  here  instead  of 
the  resolves  of  the  various  New  England  Legis- 
latures, as  a  fuller  and  clearer  statement  of  the 
views  of  the  great  body  of  the  people  of  that 
section  during  the  pendency  of  the  Missouri 
question  : 

"  MEMORIAL 

To  the  Senate  and  TTouse  of  Representatives  of  the 
United.  States,  in  Congress  assemhled  : 

The  undersigned,  inhabitants  of  Boston  and  its 
vicinity,  beg  le.ive  most  re>peci fully  and  humbly  to  repre- 
sent:  Thut  the  question  of  the  introduction  of  Slavery 
into  the  new  Slates  to  be  formed  on  the  west  side  of  the 
Mississippi  River,  appears  to  them  to  be  a  question  of 
the  last  importance  to  the  future  welfare  of  tlie  United 
States.  If  the  progress  of  this  great  evil  is  ever  to  be 
arrested,  it  seems  to  the  undersigned  that  this  is  the  time 
to  arrest  it.  A  fal;-e  step  taken  now.  cannot  be  retraced; 
and  it  appears  to  us  that  the  hajipiness  of  unborn  millioni. 
rests  on  itie  measure  which  Congress  on  this  occasion 
may  adopt.  Considering  this  as  no  local  question,  nor  a 
question  to  be  decided  by  a  teniporary  expediencj",  but 
as  involving  great  interests  of  tiie  whole  United  States, 
and  affecting  deeply  and  essentiaily  tliose  objects  of 
common  defense,  general  welfare,  and  the  perpetuation 
of  the  blessings  of  lioerty,  for  which  tlie  Constitution  it- 
self was  formed,  we  h;ive  prcsuineii,  in  this  wa3',  to  offer 
our  sentiments  and  express  our  wislies  to  the  National 
Legislature.  And,  as  various  reasons  have  been  sug- 
gested against  proliibiting  Slavery  in  the  new  States,  it 
may  periiaps  be  permitted  to  us  to  state  our  reasons, 
both  for  believing  that  Congress  possesses  the  Constitu- 
tional power  to  make  sucti  proliibition  a  condition,  on 
the  admission  of  a  new  S:ate  into  the  Union,  and  that  il 
is  ju.n  and  proper  that  they  should  exercise   that  power. 

"And  in  the  first  place,  as  to  the  Constitutional  au- 
thority of  Congress.     The   Constitution  of  the    United 
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States  has  declared  that  "  Congress  shnll  have  power  to 
di.spuse  of  and  make  all  needful  rules  and  regulations  re- 
specting the  Territory  or  other  properly  lieloiigijig  to  tlie 
United  Slates :  and  notlnng  in  this  Constitution  shall  Ije 
so  consirued  as  to  prejudice  tlie  claims  of  the  United 
States  or  of  any  i)ariicular  S  ate."  It  is  very  well  known, 
that  the  saving  in  this  clause  of  the  claims  of  any  par- 
ticular Slate,  was  dei-igued  to  apply  to  claims  by  the  then 
existing  States,  of  territoiy  which  was  also  claimed  by 
the  United  States  as  their  own  property.  It  has,  there- 
fore, no  hearing  on  the  ])re--ent  question.  The  i)0wer, 
then,  of  Congress  over  its  own  Territories,  is,  by  the  very 
terms  of  the  Constitution,  unlimited.  It  may  make  all 
'•  needful  rules  and  regulations,"  which  of  course  include 
all  such  regulations  as  its  own  views  of  policy  or  expedi- 
ency shall,  from  time  to  time,  dictate  If,  therefore,  in 
its  judgment  it  be  needful  for  the  benefit  of  a  Territory  to 
euact  a  prohibition  of  Slavery,  it  would  seem  to  be  as 
much  witliiii  Its  power  of  Legislation  as  any  other  act  of 
local  policy.  Its  sovereignty  being  complete  and  uni- 
versal as  In  the  Territory,  it  may  exercise  over  it  the 
most  ample  jurisdiction  in  every  respi.-ct.  It  possesses, 
in  this  view,  all  the  aulliorlly  which  any  State  Legisla- 
ture possesses  over  its  own  Territory  ;  and  if  any  State 
Legislature  may,  in  its  discretion,  abolish  or  jirohibit 
Slavery  within  its  own  limits,  in  virtue  of  its  general 
Legislative  authority,  for  the  same  reason  Congress  also 
may  exercise  the  like  authority  over  its  own  Territories. 
And  that  a  State  Legislature,  unless  restrained  by  some 
Constitutional  provision,  may  so  do,  is  unquestionable, 
and  has  been  established  by  general  practice 

If  the  constitutional  power  of  Congress  to  make  the 
proposed  proliibilion  be  satisfactorily  shown,  the  justice 
and  policy  of  such  prohibition  seem  to  the  undersigned 
to  be  supported  by  plain  and  strong  reasons.  The  per- 
mission of  Slavery  in  a  new  State,  necessarily  draws  alter 
it  an  extension  of  that  inequality  of  representation, 
which  already  exists  in  regard  to  the  original  Slates. 
It  cannot  be  e.Njiecleil  that  tliose  of  the  original  States, 
Which  do  not  hold  slaves,  can  look  on  such  an  extension 
as  being  politically  just.  As  between  the  original  States 
the  representation  rests  on  compact  and  plighted  faith  ; 
and  your  memorialists  have  no  wish  that  that  compact 
should  be  disturbed,  or  that  plighted  faith  in  the  slightest 
degree  violated.  liut  the  subject  assumes  an  entirely 
different  iharacler,  when  a  new  State  proposes  to  be  ad- 
mitted. With  lier  there  is  no  compact,  and  no  faith 
pliglited;  and  wliere  is  the  reason  that  she  could  come 
into  the  Union  with  more  than  an  equal  share  of  political 
importance  and  i>oli'ical  power?  Already  the  ratio  of 
representation,  esablished  by  the  Constitution,  has  given 
to  the  States  holding  slaves  twenty  members  of  the  House 
of  Kepreseniatives  more  than  they  would  have  been  en- 
titled to,  except  under  the  particular  provision  of  the 
Constitution.  In  all  probability,  this  number  will  be 
doubleil  in  thirty  .years.  Umler  these  circuir.stances,  we 
deem  it  not  an  u:  reasonable  expectation  that  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Missouri  should  propose  to  come  into  tlie  Union, 
renouncing  the  right  in  question,  and  esttiblishing  a 
Constitution  prolnmiing  it  forever.  Witliout  tlwelling  on 
this  topic,  we  have  still  tliouglit  it  our  duiy  to  present  It 
to  ttie  consideration  of  Congress.  We  present  it  with  a 
deep  and  earnest  leeliiig  of  its  iinportan^ce,  and  we  re- 
Bpectfully  solicit  for  it  liie  full  consideration  of  the  Na- 
tional Legislature. 

Your  iiieiiiorialists  were  not  without  the  hope  that  the 
time  had  at  length  arrived  when  the  inconvenience  and  the 
danger  ol  this  ilescription  of  poitulation  had  become  appa- 
rent in  all  parts  of  this  country  and  in  all  i)a.ris  ofthecivil- 
Ized  world.  It  might  have  been  iiojjed  ihai  the  new  States 
tliemselves  would  have  had  such  a  view  of  their  own  per- 
manent inlerests  and  prosperity  as  would  liave  led  them 
to  prohibit  its  extension  and  increase.  I  he  wonilerful  in- 
crease and  prosi)erity  of 'the  States  north  of  the  Uliio  is  un- 
questioiiiibly  to  be  ascribed,  in  a  great  measure,  to  tlie  con- 
Sequences  of  the  ouiinance  of  lTtj7  ;  and  few,  indeed,  are 
the  occasions,  in  tlie  history  of  nations,  in  which  so  much 
can  be  done,  by  a  single  act,  for  the  benefit  of  future 
generations,  as  was  done  by  that  ordinance,  and  as  may 
now  be  done  by  the  Congress  of  the  United  Stales.  We 
appeal  to  the  justice  and  to  the  wisdom  of  tlie  National 
Councils  to  prevent  the  further  progress  of  a  great  and 
serious  evil.  We  ai)peal  to  those  who  look  forward  to  the 
remote  consequences  of  their  measures,  and  who  cannot 
balance  ;i  temporary  or  trifling  inconvenience,  if  there 
Were  such,  against  a  peruianeni,  growing,  and  desolating 
evil.  We  cannot  fortiear  to  remind  the  two  Houses  of 
Congress  that  the  early  and  decisive  measures  adopted 
by  tlie  American  government  for  the  abolition  of  the 
slave-trade,  are  among  tlie  proudest  memorials  of  our 
nation's  glory.  That  Slavery  was  ever  tolerated  in  the 
Uepublic  is,  as  yet,  to  be  attributed  to  the  policy  of  an- 
other Government.    No  imputation,  thus  far,  rests  on 


I  any  portion  of  the  American  Confederacy.     The  Missouri 
Territory  is  a  new  country.     If  its  extensive  and   fertile 
I  field  shall  be  opened  as  a.  market  for  slaves,  the  Govern- 
I  ment  will  seem  to  become  a  party  to  a  traffic  which,  in 
I  so  many  acts,  Ibrongh  so  many  years,  it  has  denounced  as 
impolitic,  unchristian,  inhuman.     To   enact  laws  to  pun- 
ish the  traffic,  and,  at   the  same  time,  to  tempt  cupidity 
J  and  avarice  by  the  allurements  of  an  insatiable  market, 
j  is  inconsistent  and  irreconcilable.     Government,  by  such 
!  a  course,  would  only  defeat  its  own  purposes,  and  render 
I  nugatory  its  own  measures.     Nor   can   the   laws   derive 
;  supjiort  from  the  manners  of  the  people,  if  the  power  of 
moral  sentiment  be  weakened  by  enjoying,  under  tlie  per- 
mission   of    Government,  great    facilities  to  commit  of- 
fenses.    The  laws  of  the  United  States  have  denounced 
heavy  penalties  against  the  traffic  in  slaves,  because  such 
traffic  is  deemed  unjust  and  inhuman.     We  appeal  to  the 
spirit  of  these  laws.    We  appeal  to  this  justice  and  human- 
ity.   We  ask  her  whether  tliey  ought  not  to  operate,  on  the 
present  occasion,  with  all  their  force?     We  have  a  strong 
feeling  of  the  injustice  of  any  toleration  of  Slavery.     Cir- 
cumstances have  entailed  it  on  a  portion  of  our  couununi- 
ty,  which  cannot  be  immediately  relieved  from  it  without 
consequences  more  injurious  than  the  suffering  of  the  evil. 
But  to  permit  it  in  a  new  country,  where  yet  no  habits  are 
formed  which  render  it  indispensable,  what  is  it,  but  to  en- 
courage that  rapacity,  and  fraud  and  violence,  against 
which  we  have  so  long  pointed  the  denunciations  of  our 
penal  code  ?    What  is  it,  but  to  tarnish  the  proud  fame  of 
the  country  ?  Wlitit  is  it,  but  to  throw  suspicion  on  its  good 
faith,  and  to  render  questionable  all  its  professions  of  re- 
gard for  the  rights  of  humanity  and  the  liberties  of  man- 
kind? 

As  inhabitants  of  a  free  country — as  citizens  of  a 
great  tuid  rising  Kepublic — as  members  of  a  Christian 
community — as  living  in  a  liberal  and  enlightenei!  age, 
and  as  feeling  ourselves  called  upon  by  the  dictates  of  re- 
ligion and  humanity,  we  have  presumed  to  offer  our  senti- 
ments to  Congress  on  this  question,  with  a  solicitude  for  the 
event  far  beyond  what  a  common  occasion  could  inspire." 

Instetid  of  reprinting  the  Speeches  elicited  by 

this  fruitful  theme,  which  must  necessarily,  to 

a  great  extent,  be  a  mere  reproduction  of  ideas 

expressed   in    the    debate   of  the  last  session, 

already  given,  we  here   insert  the   Resolves  of 

the    Legislatures    of    New-York,    New-Jersey, 

Pennsylvania,  Delaware  and  Kentucky — the  first 

three  being  unanimous  expressions  in  favor  of 

Slavery  Restriction  ;  the  fourth,  from  a  Slave 

State,  also  in  favor  of  such  Restriction,  though 

'  JO 

probably  not  unanimously  agreed  to  by  the 
Legislature  ;  the  last  against  Restriction,  and 
also  (we  presume)  unanimous.  The  Legislatures 
of  the  Free  States  were  generally  unanimous  for 
Restriction  ;  those  of  the  Slave  States  (Dela- 
ware excepted)  against  it.  It  is  not  deemed 
necessary  to  print  more  than  the  following  : 

NEW-YORK. 

State  of  New-York,  in  Assembly,  Jan.  17,  1820 : 
Whereits,  The  inhibiting  the  further  extension  of 
Slavery  in  these  United  States  is  a  subject  of  deep  concern 
among  the  people  of  this  State  ;  and  whereas  we  consider 
Slavery  as  an  evil  much  to  be  deplored;  and  that  every 
constitutional  barrier  should  be  interposed  to  prevent  its 
further  extension  ;  and  that  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  clearly  gives  Congress  the  right  to  require  of  new 
States,  not  comiirised  within  the  original  boundaries  of 
these  United  States,  the  prohibition  of  Slavery,  as  a  condi- 
tion of  its  admission  into  the  Union :  Therefore, 

Resolved  (if  the  honorable  the  Senate  concur  herein), 
That  our  Senators  be  instructed,  and  our  Representatives 
in  Congress  be  requested,  to  oppose  the  admission  as  a 
State  into  the  Union,  any  territory  not  comprised  as  tifore- 
said,  without  making  the  prohibition  of  Slavery  therein  an 
indispensable  condition  of  admission  ;  therefore, 

Besoived,  That  measures  be  taken  by  the  clerks  of 
the  Senate  and  Assembly  of  this  State,  to  transmit  copies 
of  the  preceding  resolutions  to  each  of  our  Senators  and 
Representatives  in  Congress. 

(Unanimously  concurred  in  by  'he  Senate.) 
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KEW-JKRSKT. 

UoCbK   OF   KEPRKBRSTATrVlLS,  ) 

January  -Mfi,  1820.  J 

Mr.  Wilson,  of  N.  J.,  comimiiiicuted  the  fol- 

lowiiis  Rosolutions  of   the  Lcffishiture    of  the 
Stale  of  New -Jersey,  which  were  leiid  : 

Whertas,  A  Bill  is  now  depending  in  the  Congress  of 
the  L'nited  States,  on  the  a|>i)lication  of  the  peoiile  in  the 
Territory  of  Missouri  for  the  admission  of  that  Territory 
as  n  s^tate  into  the  L'nion,  not  containing  provisions 
against  J>lMvery  in  sucli  proposed  State,  and  a  question  is 
made  upon  tlie  riglit  and  expediency  of  such  provision, 

The  representatives  of  the  people  of  New-Jersey, 
in  Legislative  Council  and  General  Assembly  of  the 
said  i^tate,  now  in  session,  deem  it  a  duty  they  owe  to 
themselves,  to  their  constituents,  and  posterity,  to  de- 
clare and  make  liuown  the  opinions  they  hold  upon  this 
momeiilous  eubjeot ;  and, 

1.  They  do  rewire  anil  declare.  That  the  further 
admission  of  Territories  into  the  Union,  without  restric- 
tion of  !-lavery,  would,  in  their  opinion,  essentially  im- 
pair the  light" of  this  and  other  existing  States  to  equal 
representation  in  Congress  (a  right  at  the  foundation  of 
the  political  compact),  inasmuch  as  such  newly-admitted 
Blaveholding  States  would  be  represented  on  tlie  basis  of 
their  slave  population  ;  a  concession  made  at  the  forma- 
tion of  the  Constitution  in  favor  of  the  then  existing 
States,  but  never  stipulated  for  new  States,  nor  to  be  in- 
feiTed  from  any  article  or  clause  in  that  instrument. 

2.  j:eiolre'J^  That  to  admit  the  Territory  of  Missouri 
as  a  Slate  into  the  Union,  without  prohibiting  Slavery 
there,  would,  in  the  opinion  of  the  representatives  of  the 
people  of  New-Jersey  aforesaid,  be  no  less  than  to  sanc- 
tion this  great  political  and  moral  evil,  furnisli  the  ready 
means  of  peopling  a  vast  Territory  with  slaves,  and  per- 
petuate all  the  dangers,  crimes,  and  pernicious  etTects  of 
domestic  bondage. 

3.  liexolved.  As  the  opinion  of  the  Representatives 
aforesaid,  That  inasmuch  as  no  Territory  has  a  riglil  to 
be  adunlied  into  the  Union,  but  on  the  principles  of  the 
Federal  Constitution,  and  only  by  a  law  of  Congress,  con- 
senting thereto  on  tlie  part  of  the  existing  Siates,  Con- 
gress may  rightfully,  and  ought  to  refuse  ^uc!l  law,  unlrss 
upon  t  e  re.isoiiable  and  just  conditions,  assented  to  on  the 
purl  I'f  the  people  applying  to  become  one  of  the  States. 

4.  Jie-iolved,  In  the  opinion  of  the  Kepresentatives 
aforesaid,  Tliat  the  article  of  the  Couslituiion  whicli  re- 
strains Congress  from  proiiibiting  ihe  migration  or  iinpor- 
lation  of  slaves  until  after  the  year  l&OS,  does,  by  neces- 
sary implication,  admit  the  general  power  of  Congress 
over  the  sulject  of  Slavery,  and  concedes  to  them  the 
right  lo  regiilaie  and  restrain  such  niigraiion  and  impor- 
tailoii  after  that  time,  iuto  Ihe  ex  St  ng,  or  any  newly-to- 
be-crealed  Slate. 

5.  liMulved,  As  Ihe  opinion  of  the  Representatives 
of  the  people  of  New-Jersey  aforesaid.  That  inasmuch  as 
Coiigrrss  have  a  cle:'r  right  to  refuse  the  admission  of  a 
Territory  into  the  Union,  by  the  terms  of  the  Conslitu- 
tioo,  they  ought,  in  the  present  case,  to  exercise  that  ab- 
solute dis(;reti',n  in  order  to  preserve  Ihe  political  rigtits 
of  the  >everal  existing  States,  and  prevent  the  great  na- 
tional disgrace  and  muliiplied  mischiefs,  which  must  ensue 
from  concealing  it,  as  a  matter  of  right,  in  the  immense 
Territories  yet  to  claim  ailinission  into  the  Union  beyond 
Uie  .MissisMppi,  that  they  may  tolerate  Slavery. 

6.  Iie.iolced,  (with  the  concurrence  of  Council,)  That 
the  Governor  of  this  State  be  requested  to  tran^^niit  a  copy 
of  the  r.rcgoing  resolutions  to  each  of  the  Senators  and 
Kepreseutatives  of  this  State  in  the  Congress  of  the  Uni- 
te>i  StH'es. 

PE.SXSYLVASIA. 

UOCS!-:  OF  REPaRSKN'T.\TIV«-«,     I 

Dtcembtr  llf/i,  lbl9.    ( 
A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Duaiie  and  Mr. 
Thackara,  and  read  as  follows: 

The  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Com- 
nioDwealih  of  Pennsylvania,  while  they  cheri:-h  the  right 
of  the  individii.il  States  to  express  their  opinion  upon  all 
public  measures  propo.sed  in  the  Congress  of  the  Union, 
are  awan-  that  its  usefulness  must  in  a  great  degree  de- 
pend upon  tlie  discretion  with  which  it  is  exercised  ;  they 
believe  that  the  riglit  ought  not  to  be  resorted  to  upon 
trivial  sutijects  or  unimportant  occasions;  but  they  are 
also  persuaded  that  there  are  moments  when  the  neglect 
to  exercise  ;t  would  be  a  dereliction  of  public  duty. 

Sucli  an  occasion,  as  in  their  judgment  demai.ds  the 
frank  expression  of  the  sentiments  of  Penn.»ylvania,  is 
Qow   pre.'icnted.     A  measure   was  ardently  supported  ia 


the  last  Congress  of  the  United  States,  and  will  probably 
he  as  earnesily  urged  during  the  existing  session  of  that 
body,  which  hiis  a  palpaljle  tendency  to  impair  the  politi- 
cal relations  of  the  several  States  ;   whicli  is  calculated  to 
mar  the  social  happiness  of  the  present  and  fuluie  gene- 
rations; which,  if  adopted,  would   impede  the  iiiaich  of 
hmiianity  and    Freedom    through  the  world  ;    anil  would 
traiisferlrom  a  misguided  ancestry  an  odious  stain  and 
fix  it  indelibly  upon  the  present  race— a  measure,  in  brief, 
which  proposes  lo  spread  the  crimes  aiid  cruellies  of  Sla- 
very from  the  banks  of  the  Mississijipi  to  tli' shores  of  the 
I'aciflc.     When  a  measure  of  this  cliaracter  is  seriously 
advocated  in  tlie  republican  Congress  of  America,  in  the 
nineteenth  century,  the  several  States  are  invoked  by  the 
duty  which  they  owe  to  the  Deity,  by  the  veneration  which 
they  entertain  for  the  memory  of  the  founders  of  the  Re- 
public, and  by  a  tender  regard   for   posterity,  to  protest 
against   its   adoption,  to  refuse  to   covenant  with  crime, 
and  to  limit  the  range  of  an  evil  lliat  already  hangs  in 
awful  boding  over  so  large  a  portion  of  the  Union. 

Nor  can  such  a  protest  be  entered  by  any  State  with 
greater  jiropriety  than  by  Pennsylvania.  This  Common- 
wealth has  as  sacredly  respected  the  rights  of  other 
States  .IS  it  has  been  careful  of  its  own  ;  it  has  been  the 
invariable  aim  of  the  people  of  Pennsylvania  to  extend 
to  the  universe,  by  their  example,  the  unadulterated 
blessings  of  civil  and  religious  freedom  ;  and  it  is  their 
pride  that  they  have  been  at  all  times  the  practical  advo- 
cates of  those  improvements  and  charities  among  men 
which  are  so  well  calculated  to  enable  them  to  answer  the 
purposes  of  their  Creator;  and  above  all,  they  may  boast, 
that  they  were  foremost  in  removing  the  pollution  of  Sla- 
very from  among  them. 

If,  indeed,  the  measure,  against  which  Pennsylvania 
considers  it  her  duty  to  raise  her  voice,  were  calculated 
to  abridge  any  of  the  rights  guaranteed  to  the  several 
States  ;  if.  odious  as  Slavery  is,  it  was  proposed  to  hasten 
its  exiinition  by  means  injurious  to  the  Stales  upon  which 
it  was  unhappily  entailed,  Pennsylvania  would  be  among 
Hie  first  to  insist  upon  a  sacred  observance  of  the  Cons'.i- 
tntional  compact.  But  it  cannot  be  pretended  that  the 
rights  of  any  of  Ihe  States  are  at  all  to  be  affected  by  re- 
fusing to  extend  the  mischiefs  of  human  bondage  over 
the  boundless  regions  of  the  West,  a  Territory  which 
foriiieil  no  part  of  the  Union  at  the  adoption  of  tlie  Con- 
stitution; which  has  been  but  lately  purchased  from  a 
Kuropeaii  Power  by  the  people  of  the  Union  at  large ; 
wliieh  may  or  may  not  be  admitted  as  a  State  into  the 
Union  at  the  discretion  of  Congress  ;  which  must  estab- 
lish a  Kepublican  form  of  Uovernment,  and  no  other; 
and  whose  cliinale.iiffords  none  of  the  pretexts  urged  for 
resorting  to  the  labor  of  natives  of  the  torrid  zone;  such 
a  Territory  has  no  right,  inherent  or  acquired,  such  as 
those  States  possessed  which  established  the  existing  Con- 
stitution. When  that  Constitution  was  framed  in  Septem- 
ber, 175)7,  the  concession  that  three-tiflhsof  the  slaves  in 
Ihe'states  then  existing  should  be  represented  in  Con- 
gress, could  not  have  been  intended  to  embrace  regions 
at  that  lime  held  by  a  foreign  power.  On  the  contrary, 
so  anxious  were  the  Congress  of  that  day  to  confine  hu- 
man bondage  within  its  ancient  home,  that  on  the  18ih 
of  July,  I7b7,  th  a  boily  unanimously  declared  that  Sla- 
very or  involuniary  servitude  should  not  exist  in  the  ex- 
tensive Territories  bounded  by  the  Ohio,  the  Mississippi, 
Canada  and  the  Lakes;  and  in  the  ninth  article  of  ilie 
Consiitution  Itself,  the  power  of  Congress  to  prohibit  the 
emigration  of  servile  persons  after  IStiS,  is  expressly  re- 
cognixeif ;  nor  is  there  to  be  found  in  the  statute-book  a 
single  instance  of  the  ailmission  of  a  Territory  to  the 
raiik  of  a  State,  in  which  Congress  have  not  adhered  to 
the  right,  vested  in  them  iiy  the  Constitution,  to  st;iiu- 
late  Willi  the  Territi^ry  upon  the  conditions  of  the  boon. 

The  Senate  and  liouse  of  Representatives  of  Penn- 
sylvania, Ihereforc,  cannot  but  deprecate  any  departure 
fiom  the  humane  and  enlightened  policy  pursued  not  only 
by  the  illustrious  Congress  which  framed  the  Constitution, 
but  by  their  successors  without  exception.  They  are  per- 
suaiied  that,  to  open  the  fertile  regions  of  Ihe  West  to  a 
servile  race,  would  tend  to  increase  their  numbers  beyond 
all  pail  example,  would  open  a  new  and  steady  iiiarktt 
lor  the  lawless  venders  of  human  flesh,  ami  would  render 
all  schemes  for  obllieraling  this  most  foul  blot  upon  the 
American  character,  useless  and  unavaihng. 

Under  these  c^'iivictions,  and  in  Ihe  full  i^rsua-'ion  that 
upon  tliis  topic  tliere  is  hut  one  opinion  in  Pennsylvania— 

"  liMotved  hi/  the  SotiatA  and  House  of  Jiepre«enta- 
fiFM  of  th«  CommonweaUh  of  /'enn«ylvania,  Tha  the 
Senators  of  this  Stale  in  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States  be,  and  they  are  hereby  instructed,  and  tiial  the 
Representatives  of  this  Stale  in  the  Congress  of  Ihe  Uni- 
ted Stales  be,  and  they  are  hereby  requeste.l,  to  vote 
against  the  admission  of  any  Territory  as  a  Slaie  into  tiio 
Union,  unless  said  Territory  shall   stipulate  and   agree 
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that  "  the  furlher  introciuction  of  Slavery  or  involuntarv 
serviiude,  excf|''  '"'"  ''"^  iiunishiiieiii  ol  ciiiiies  wheivcif 
liie  par  y  shall  have  been  tlu'y  coiivicied,  shall  be  pro- 
hibited ;  anil  that  all  children  born  within  the  said  Ter- 
ritory, after  its  adinissi'ai  into  tlie  Union  as  a  Stale,  shall 
lie  free,  but  may  be  held  to  service  uiuil  the  age  of  iweuiy- 
li»'e  years  " 

Resolved.  That  the  Governor  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  re- 
•juesied  tn  c.iu.-e  a  cojiy  "f  Ibe  foregoing  preamble  and 
resolution  to  ^e  transiuitted  to  each  of  the  Senators  and 
Hepreseatatives  of  this  Stale  in  the  Congress  of  the  United 
S.ates. 

L  i;d  on  the  table. 

Thursday,  December  16,  1S19. 

Agreeably  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  House  resumed 
the  consideration  of  the  resolutions  postponed  on  the 
i4th  inst.,  relative  to  preventing  the  introduction  of 
Slavery  into  t^tales  liereafter  to  be  admitted  into  the 
Union.  And  on  the  question,  "  Will  the  House  agree  to 
the  resolution  ?"  the  Yeas  and  Nays  were  required  by 
Mr.  Kandall  and  Mr.  Souder,  and  stood — Yeas  74 — (o-t 
Democrats,  20  Federalists) ;  Nays  none.  Among  the 
Yeas  were  David  K  I'o.ter,  late  Governor.  Josiah  Ran- 
dall of  Philadelphia,  late  Whig,  now  a  leading  Democrat, 
AV'illiam  Wilkins,  late  minister  to  Russia,  since  in  the 
State  Senate,  Dr.  Daniel  Sturgeon,  late  U.  S.  Senator, 
etc.,  etc.  William  Duane,  editor  of  The  Aurora,  then 
the  Democratic  organ,  also  voted  for  the  resolutions,  as 
he  had  prominently  advocated  the  principle  they 
asserted. 

The  Senate  unanimously  concurred,  and  the  Resolves 
were  signed  by  Gov.  William  Findlay. 

DELAWARE. 

In  Senate  of  the  United  States,  early  in  1820, 
Mr,  Viin  Dyke  communicated  tlie  following 
Resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of 
Delaware,  which  were  read  : 

Resolved,  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives 
of  the  State  of  Delaware,  in  General  Assembly  met: 
That  it  is,  in  the  opinion  of  this  General  Assembly,  the 
constitutional  right  of  the  United  States,  in  Congress 
assembled,  to  enact  and  establish,  as  one  of  the  condi- 
t.ons  for  the  admission  of  a  new  State  into  tiie  Union,  a 
provision  which  shall  effectually  prevent  the  further 
introduction  of  Slavery  into  such  State;  and  tliat  a  due 
regard  to  the  true  interests  of  such  State,  as  well  as  of 
the  other  States,  require  tiiat  the  same  should  be  done. 

lieaolved.  That  a  copy  of  the  above  and  foregoing 
resolution  be  transmitted,  by  the  Speaker  of  the 
Senate,  to  each  of  the  Senators  and  Representatives 
from  this  State  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States. 

KENTUCKY. 

In  Senate,  January  '24th,  1820,  Mr.  Logan 
coiiiinumcated  the  following  preamble  and  Re- 
,-oluiioiis  of  the  Legislature  of  the  Slate  of 
Kentucky,  which  were  read  : 

Whereds,  The  Constitution  of  the  United  States  pro- 
vides for  the  admission  of  new  States  into  the  Union,  and 
it  is  just  and  proper  that  all  such  States  should  be  estab- 
lished upon  the  footing  of  original  States,  with  a  view 
to  the  preservation  of  Sta;e  Sovereignty,  the  prosperity 
of  sucli  new  State,  and  the  good  of  their  citizens  ;  and 
whereas,  successful  attemiits  have  been  heretofore 
made,  and  are  now  making,  to  prevent  the  l'eoi)le  of  the 
Territory  of  .Missouri  from  being  admitted  into  the  Union 
as  a  State,  unless  trammeled  by  rules  and  regulations 
which  do  not  e.\ist  in  the  original  States,  particularly  in 
I  elation  to  the  toleration  of  Slavery. 

iVhei-eiis,  also,  if  Congress  can  thus  trammel  or 
control  the  powers  of  a  Territory  in  the  formation  of  a 
State  government,  that  body  may,  on  the  same  principle, 
reduce  its  i)0wei'8  to  little  more  than  those  possessed 
by  the  peijple  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  whilst 
professing  to  make  it  a  Sovereign  State,  nia.v  bind  it  in 
perpetual  vassalage,  and  redui-e  it  to  the  condition  of  a 
p.ovince;  such  State  must  necessarily  become  the 
dependent  of  Congress,  asking  such  powers,  and  not  the 
independent  State,  deiiianding  rights.  And  whereas,  it 
is  necessary,  in  preserving  the  State  Sovereignties  in 
their  present  rights,  that  no  new  State  should  be  sub- 
jected to  this  restriction,  any  more  than  an  old  one,  and 
l.iat  there  can  be  no  reason  or  justice  why  it  should  not 
be  entitled  to  the  same  privileges,  when  it  is  bound  to 
bear  ail  the  burdens  and  taxes  laid  upon  it  by  Congress. 

In  pass  ng  the  following  resolution,  the  General 
Assembly  lefiaiiis  from  e.xpressing  any  opinion  either  in 
favor  or  against  the  principles  of  Slavery  ;  but  to  sup- 


port and  maintain  State  rights,  which  it  conceives  neces- 
sary to  be  sniiported  and  maintained,  to  preserve  the 
libe.  ties  of  the  free  people  of  these  United  States,  it 
avows  its  solemn  conviction,  that  the  States  alread.v 
confederated  under  one  common  Constitution,  have  not 
a  right  to  depiive  new  States  of  equal  privileges  with 
tlieiuselves.     Therefore, 

liesolved,  by  the  General  .Vssembly  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Kentucky,  That  the  Senators  in  Congress  from 
this  State  be  instructed,  and  the  Representatives  be 
requested,  to  use  their  efforts  to  procure  the  passage  of  a 
law  to  admit  the  people  of  Missouri  into  the  Union,  as  a 
State,  whether  those  people  will  sanction  Slavery  by 
their  Constitution  or  not. 

Resolved,  That  the  E.tecutive  of  this  Commonwealth 
be  requested  to  transmit  this  Resolution  to  the  Senators 
and  Representatives  of  this  State  in  Congress,  that  it 
may  be  laid  before  that  body  for  its  consideration. 

Tlie  bill  authorizing  Missouri  to  form  a  con- 
stitution, etc..  came  up  in  the  House  as  a 
special  order,  Jan.  24th.  Mr.  Taylor,  of  N.  Y., 
moTed  that  it  be  postponed  for  one  week : 
Lost:  Yeas  87;  Kays  88.  Whereupon  the 
House  adjourned.  It  was  considered  in  com- 
mittee the  ne.xt  day,  as  also  on  the  2Sth  and 
30th,  and  thence  debated  daily  until  the  19th 
of  February,  when  a  bill  came  down  from  the 
Senate  "to  admit  the  State  of  Maine  into  the 
Union,"  but  with  a  rider  authorizing  the  people 
of  ilissouri  to  form  a  State  Constitution,  etc., 
without  restriction  on  the  sulject  of  Slavery. 

The  House,  very  early  in  the  session,  passed 
a  bill  providing  for  the  admission  of  Maine  as  a 
State.  This  bill  came  to  tiie  Senate,  and  was 
sent  to  its  Judiciary  Committee  aforesaid,  which 
amended  it  by  adding  a  provision  for  Missotiri  as 
above.  After  several  days'  debate  in  Senate,  Mr. 
Roberts,  of  Pa.,  moved  to  recommit,  £0  as  to 
strike  out  all  but  the  admission  of  Maine  ;  which 
was  defeated  (Jan.  14th,  1820)— Yeas  18 ;  Nays 
25.  lIereu[)on  Mr  Thomas,  of  111.,  (who  voted 
with  the  majority,  as  unitbrmly  against  any 
restriction  on  Missouri)  gave  notice  that  he 
should 

"  ask  leave  to  bring  a  bill  to  prohibit  the  introduction 
of  Slavery  into  the  Territories  of  the  United  /States 
North  and  West  of  the  contemplated  State  of  Mis- 
souri ,•" 

— wliich  he  accordingly  did  on  the  19th  ;  when 

it  was  read  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

[NoTK. — Great  confusion  and  misconception  exists  in 
the  public  mind  with  regard  to  the  "  Missouri  Restric- 
tion," two  totally  ditferent  propositions  being  called  by 
that  name.  Tlie  original  Restriction,  which  Mr.  Clay 
vehemently  o[)poscd,  and  Mr.  Jefferson  in  a  letter 
characterized  as  a  "tire-bell  in  the  night,"  contemplated 
the  limitation  of  Slavery  in  its  exclusion  from  the  /State 
of  Missouri.  This  was  ultimately  del'eated,  as  we  shall 
see.  The  second  piojiosed  Restriction  was  that  of  Mr. 
Thomas,  just  cited,  which  proposed  the  exclusion  of 
Slavery,  not  from  the  State  of  Missouri,  but  from  the 
Territories  of  the  United  States  North  and  West  of  that 
State.  This  proposition  did  not  emanate  from  the  origi- 
nal Missouri  Restrictionists,  but  f,  om  their  adversaries, 
and  was  but  reluctantly  and  partially  accepted  by  the 
former.] 

The  Maine  admis.-ion  bill,  with  the  proposed 
amendments,  was  discussed  through  several 
days,  until,  Feb.  16th.  the  question  was  taken 
on  the  Judiciary  Committee's  amendments 
(authorizing  Missouri  to  form  a  State  Constitu- 
tion, and  saying  notliing  of  Slavery),  which 
were  adopted  by  the  following  vote : 

Yeas — Against  the  Restriction  on  Missouri,  23. 

[20  from  Slave  States ;  3  Irom  Free  States.] 

Nays— Vox  Restriction,  21. 

[19  from  Free  States  ;  2  from  Delaware.] 

Mr.  Thomas,  of  111 ,  then  proposed  his  amend- 
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iiiont,  wliiih,  on  the  followiiifj  day,  lie  witlnirew 
uikI  siibstittiti-d  ilie  following: 

And  bt  it  fuithtr  enacttil.  That  in  all  that  Territory 
ceiied  by  Krarice  to  the  I'liiteil  i^tatcs  under  the  name  of 
Louisiana  whicli  lies  north  of  tliirty->ix  degrees  thirty 
tniuutcs  niirlli  laiilude,  excoplinK  only  such  part  thereof 
as  is  ineluded  within  th.  I. mils  of  the  !>tate  contemplated 
by  this  act,  t^hivcry  and  involuntary  servitude,  otherwise 
thaii  in  the  punishment  of  crime  wiiereof  the  party  shall 
have  been  duly  convicied,  shall  he  and  is  hereby  forever 
jiroh.bited.  I'mridtil  altciii/i.  that  any  person  "escaping 
into  the  same,  from  wliere  labor  or  service  is  lawfully 
claimed  in  any  ;<tate  or  Territory  of  the  t'nited  States, 
such  fiigilive  may  be  lawfully  reclaimed  and  conveyed 
to  the  persou  claiming  his  or  her  labor  or  service  as 
aforesaid. 

Mr.  Trimble,  of  Ohio,  moved  a  substitute  for 
tliis,  sotui'wluit  altiriiig  the  boundaries  of  the 
rr;:ioii!i  .--hioliied  fioiu  Slavery,  which  was 
lejt'cH'il :  Vims  20  ^Northern) ;  Xays  '2-1 
(SouthiTn). 

Tile  qtiestion  then  recurred  on  Mr.  Thomas's 
iiniendnient,  which  was  tiUopted,  as  follow  s : 

Yeax — For  excluding  Slavery  from  all  the 
Territory  North  and  West  of  .Missouri: 

Messrs.  Brown  of  La.,  Mellen  of  Jfoss., 

Bunill  of  It.  I.,  Morrill  of  N.  U., 

Dana  of  Conn.,  Otis  of  Mass., 

Dxkerson  of  N.  J.,  Palmer  of  Vt., 

Katon  of  Tenn  ,  Parrott  of  N.  II., 

Edwards  of  III.,  I'iulcney  of  Md., 

Horsey  of  Del.,  Roberts  of  Pa., 

Hunter  of  11.  I.,  KugRles  of  Ohio, 

Johnson  of  Ky.,  Saiiford  of  N.  Y., 

Johnson  of  La..  Stolies  of  .\.  C, 
Kinft(\Vni.  U.^of.^la,  Thomas  of  III, 
King  ^llufus')  of  X.  v.,    Tichenor  of  Vt., 

Lanmun  of  Conn.,  Trimble  of  Ohio, 

Leake  of  .Miss  ,  Van  Dyke  of  Del., 

Lowrie  of  Pa.,  Walker  of  .\la  , 

Lloyd  of  .Md.,  Williams  of  Tenn., 

Logan  of  Ky.,  Wilson  of  N.  J.— at 

Na;iji — Against  such  Restriction : 
Messrs.  Barbour  of  Va.,  Pleasants  of  Va., 

Kiliott  of  tia..  Smith  (Wm.)  of  S.  C. 

Gaillard  of  S.  C,  Taylor  of  Ind., 

Macon  of  N.  C,  Walker  of  Ua., 

Noble  of  Ind.,  Williams  of  Miss.— 10. 

[It  will  here  be  seen  that  the  Restriction  ulti- 
mately adopted — that  excluding  Slavery  from 
all  territory  then  owned  by  tiie  United  States 
North  and  West  of  the  Southwest  border  of  the 
State  of  Missouri — was  proposed  by  an  early  and 
steadfast  opponent  of  the  Restriction  originally 
proposed,  relative  to  Slavery  in  the  contem- 
plated Stale  of  Missouri,  and  was  sustained  by 
the  votes  offourteen  Seiuitors  from  Slave  States, 
including  the  Senators  from  Delaware,  Mary- 
land, Kentucky,  Tennessee,  Alabama,  and 
Louisiana,  with  one  vote  each  from  North 
Carolina  and  .Mississippi. 

The  current  a.«sumption  that  this  Restriction 
■wa.s  proposed  by  Rufus  King,  of  New- York,  and 
maitdy  sustained  by  the  antagonists  of  Slavery 
Extension,  is  wholly  mistaken.  The  truth, 
dotibtless,  is,  that  it  was  suggested  by  the  more 
moderate  opponents  of  the  proposed  Restriction 
on  Mi>souri — and  supported  also  by  Senators 
I'rom  Slave  States — as  a  nieatis  of  overcoming 
the  resistance  of  the  House  to  Slavery  in  Mis- 
souri. It  was,  in  eftect,  an  offer  from  the 
milder  opponents  of  Slavery  Restriction  to  the 
more  moderate  and  flexible  advocates  of  that 
Restriction — "  Let  ua  have  Slavery  in  Missouri, 
and  we  will  unite  with  you  in  excluding  it  from 
all  the  tiiiinhabited  territories  North  and  West 
of  that  State."  It  was  in  substance  an  agree- 
ment between  the  North  and  the  South   to  that 


effect,  though  the  more  determined  championa, 
whether  of  Slavery  Extension  or  Slavery  Re- 
siriciion,  did  not  unite  in  it.] 

The   bill,  thus  amended,  was  ordered  to  be 
1  engrossed  lor  a  third  reading  by  the  following 
vote : 

Yeas — For  the  Missouri  Bill  : 


Messrs.  Barbour  of  Va., 
Brown  of  La., 
Katon  of  Tenn., 
Edwards  of  111., 
Elliott  of  tia., 
Gaillard  of  S.  C, 
Horsey  of  Del., 
Hunter  of  K.  I., 
Johnson  of  Ky., 
Johnson  of  La., 
King  of  .\la., 
Leake  of  Miss., 


Lloyd  of  Md., 
Logan  of  Kv., 
Parrolt  of  N    II., 
Pinkney  of  Md., 
Pleasants  of  Va., 
Stokes  of  N.  0, 
Thomas  of  III., 
Van  Dyke  of  Del., 
Walker  of  Ala., 
Walker  of  Cia., 
Williams  of  .Miss., 
Williams  of  lenu — 24. 


Kai/s — Against  the  Bill : 

Messrs.  BurriU  of  R.  I.,  Otis  of  Mass., 

Dana  of  Conn.,  Palmer  of  Vt., 

Dickerson  of  N.  J.,  Roberts  of  Pa., 

King  of  N.  v.,  Ruggles  of  Ohio, 

Lanman  of  Conn.,  Saiit'ord  of  N.  V., 

Lowrie  of  Pa.,  Smith  of  S   C, 

Macon  of  N.  0.,  Taylor  of  Ind  , 

Mellen  of  Mass.,  Tichenor  of  Vt., 

Morrill  of  N.  U.,  Trimble  of  Ohio., 

Noble  of  Ind.,  Wilson  of  N.  J.— 20. 

The  bill  was  thus  passed  (Feb.  18th)  without 
further  division,  and  sent  to  the  House  for  con- 
currence. In  the  House,  Mr.  Thomas's  amend- 
ment (as  above)  was  at  first  rejected  by  both 
parties,  and  defeated  by  the  strong  vote  of  159 
to  18.     The  Yeas  (to  adopt)  were, 

Messrs.  Baldwin  of  Pa.,  Meech,  of  Vt., 

Bayly  of  Md.,  Mercer  of  Va., 

Bloorafield  of  N.  J.,  Quarles  of  Ky., 

Cocke  of  Tenn.,  Ringgold  of  Md., 

Crafts  of  Vt.,  Shaw  of  .Mass., 

Culpepper  of  N.  C,  Shian  of  Ohio  , 

Kinsey  of  N.  J.,  Smith  of  N.  J., 

Lathrop  of  .Mass.,  Smith  of  .Md., 

Little  of  Md.,  Tarr  of  Pa — IS. 

Prior  to  this  vote,  the  House  disagreed  to 
the  log-rolling  of  Maine  and  Missouri,  into  one 
bill  by  the  strong  vote  of  93  to  72.  [We  do 
not  give  the  Yeas  and  Nays  on  this  decision; 
but  the  niMJority  was  composed  of  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  Free  States  with  only  four  ex- 
ceptions ;  and  Mr.  Louis  McLane  of  Delaware, 
who  was  constrained  by  instruction.'?  from  his 
legislature.  His  colleague,  Mr.  Willard  Uall, 
did  not  vote.) 

The  members  from  Free  States  who  voted 
with  the  South  to  keep  Maine  and  Missouri 
united  in  one  bill  were, 

Messrs.  II.  Baldwin  of  Pa.,  Henry  Meigs  of  N.  T., 

Bloomlield  of  N.  J.,  Henry  Shaw  of  .Mass., 

The  House  also  disagreed  to  the  remaining 
amendments  of  the  Senate  (striking  out  the  re- 
striction on  Slavery  in  Missouri)  by  the  strong 
vote  of  1U2  Yeas  to  C8  Nays. 

[Nearly  or  quite  every  Representative  of  a 

Free  State  voted  in  the  majority  on  this  division, 

with  the  following  from  Slave  States: 

Louis  McLane,  Del.,  Nelson,  Md., 

AIney  McLean,  Ky.  Trimble,  Ky.] 

So  the  House  rejected  all  the  Senate's 
amendments,  and  returned  the  bill  with  a  cor- 
responding message. 

The  Senate  took  up  the  bill  on  the  24th,  and 
debated  it  till  the  28lh  ;  when,  on  a  direct  vote, 
it  was  decided  not  to  recede  from  the  attach- 
ment of  Missouri  to  the  Maine  bill :  Yeas  21  ; 
(19  from  Free  States  and  two  from  Delaware;) 
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Dklawark. — Louis  McLane — 1. 

Mauyland.— Stephenson  Archer,  Thomas  Bayly, 
Thomas  Culbreth,  Joseph  Kent,  Peter  Little,  Raphael 
Neale,  Samuel  Ringgold,  Samuel  Smith,  Uenry  U.  War- 
field-9. 

Virginia.— Mark  Alexander,  William  S.  Archer,  Philip 
P.  Harbour,  'William  A.  Buiwell,  John  Floyd,  Robert  S. 
Garnelt,  James  Johnson,  James  Jones,  William  McCoy, 
Charles  F.  Meicei-,  Hugh  Nelson,  Thomas  Nelson,  Severn 
E  Parker,  Jas.  Pindall,  John  Randolph,  Ballard  Smith, 
Alexander  Smyth,  George  F.  Slrother,  Thomas  Van 
Swearingen,  George  Tucker,  John  Tyler,  Jared  Williams 
—22. 

North  Carolina.— Hutchins  G.  Burton,  John  Culpep- 
per, William  Davidson,  Weldon  N.  Edwards,  Charles 
Fisher,  Thomas  H.  Hall,  Charles  Hooks,  Thomas  Settle, 
Jesse  Slocumb,  James  S.  Smith,  Felix  Walker,  Lewis 
Williams — 12. 

South  Carolina.— Josiah  Brevard,  Elias  Earle,  James 
Erwin,  William  Lownd-s,  James  McCreary,  James  Over- 
street,  Charles  Pinckney,  Eldred  Simkius,  Sterling 
Tucker 9. 

Georgia.— Joel  A.  Abbot,  Thomas  W.  Cobb.  Joel 
Crawford,  John  A.  Cuthbert,  Robert  R.  Reid,  William 
Terrill — 6. 

Alabama. — John  Crowell — 1. 

Mississippi. — John  Rankin— 1. 

Louisiana. — Thomas  Butler — 1. 

Kentucky— Richard  C.  Anderson,  jr.,  William  Brown. 
Benjamin  Hardin,  Alney  McLean,  Thomas  Metealf,  Tun- 
stall  Quarles,  Geo.  Robertson,  David  Trimble— 8. 

Tennesskk.— Robert  Allen,  Henry  H.  Bryan,  Newton 
Cannon,  John  Cocke,  Francis  Jones,  John  Rhea— 5. 

Total  Yeas  from  Slave  States,  76  ;  in  all  90. 

Nats — Against  giving  up  the  Restriction  on 
Slavery  in  Mi-'isouri  : 

New-IIampshire.— Joseph  Buffum,  jr.,  Josiah  Butler, 
Clifton  Clagett,  Arthur  Livermore,  William  Plumer,  jr., 
Nathaniel  Upham— 6. 

Massachusetts  (including  Maine).— Benjamin  Adams, 
Samuel  C.  Allen,  Joshua  Cushman,  Edward  Dowse,  Wal- 
ter Folger,  jr.,  Timothy  Fuller,  Jonas  Kendall,  Martin 
Kinsley,  Samuel  Lathrop,  Enoch  Lincoln,  .Marcus  Mor- 
ton, Jeremiah  Nelson,  James  Parker,  Zabdiel  Sampson, 
Nathaniel  Silsbee,  Ezekiel  Whitman— 16. 
RuoDC  Island.— Nathaniel  Hazard — 1. 
Connecticut.— Jonathan  0.  Moseley,  Elisha  Phelps, 
John  Russ,  Gideon  Tomlinson — 4. 

Vermont.— Samuel  C.  Crafts,  RoUin  C.  Mallary,  Ezra 
Meech,  Charles  Rich,  Mark  Richards,  William  Mrong— (5. 
New-York.— Nathaniel  Allen,  Caleb  Bake;,  Robert 
Clark,  Jacob  H.  De  Witt,  John  D.  Dickinson,  John  Fay, 
William  D.  Ford,  Ezra  C.  Gross,  James  Guyoii,  jr., 
Aaron  Hackley,  jr.,  George  Hall,  Joseph  S.  Lyiuan, 
Robert  Monell,  Nathaniel  Pitcher,  Jonathan  Richmond, 
Randall  S.  Street,  James  Strong,  John  W.  Taylor,  Albert 
II.  Tracy,  Solomon  Van  Kensselear,  Peter  H.  Wendover, 
Silas  Wood— 22. 

New-Jkrs:;y.— Ephraim    Bateman,  John   Linn,  Henry 
Southard — 3. 

Pennsylvanh.— Andrew  Boden,  William  Darlington, 
George  Dennison,  Samuel  Edwards,  Thomas  Forrest, 
Samuel  Gross,  Joseph  Hemphill,  .lacob  llibschman, 
Joseiih  Ileister,  Jacob  llostetter,  William  P.  Maclay, 
David  Warchand,  Robert  JIoo:e,  Samuel  Moore,  John 
Murray,  Thomas  Patterson,  Robert  Philson,  Thomas  J. 
The  report  having;  been  road,  the  fir^t  and  Rogers,  John  Sergeant,  ChrUtian  Tarr,  James  M.  AVal- 
mo.st  important  question  was  put,  viz  :  |  '''o,;;;'t^philemon    Beecher,    Henry    Brush,    John    W. 

Will  the  House  concur  with  the  Senate  In  so  much  of  i  Campbell,  Samuel  Herrick,  Thomas  R.  Ross,  John  Sloaue 
the  said   amendments   as   proposes   to   strike   from  the  ' 
fourth  section  of  the  (Missouri)  bill  the  provision  prohib- 
iting Slavery  or  involuntary  servitude,  in   the  contem- 
plated   Slate,  otherwise    than    in    the    punishment   of 
orimes  ? 


Nays,   23 ;  (20  from  Slave  States  with  Messrs. 
Taylor  of  Ind.,  Edwards  and  Thomas  of  III) 

The  Senate  also  voted  not  to  recede  from  its 
amendment  prohibiting  Slavery  west  of  Mis- 
souri, and  north  of  36°  30',' north  latitude. 
(For  receding,  9  from  Slave  States,  with  Messrs. 
Noble  and  Taylor  of  Ind.  :  against  it,  33 — (22 
from  Slave  States,  11  from  Free  States.)  Tlie 
remaining  amendments  of  the  Senate  were 
then  insisted  on  without  division,  and  the 
House  notified  accordingly. 

The  bill  was  now  returned  to  the  House, 
which,  on  motion  of  Mr.  John  W.  Taylor  of 
N.  Y  ,  voted  to  insist  on  its  disagreement  to  all 
but  Sec.  9  of  the  Semite's  amendments,  by  Yeas 
97  to  Nays  76  :  (all  but  a  purely  sectional  vote  : 
Hugh  Nelson  of  Va.  voting  with  the  North  ; 
Baldwin  of  Pa.,  Bloomfield  of  N.  J.,  and  Shaw 
of  Mass.,  voting  with  the  South). 

Sec.  9,  (the  Senate's  exclusion  of  Slavery 
from  the  Territory  north  and  west  of  Missouri) 
was  also  rejected — Yeas  160  ;  Nays,  14,  (much 
as  before).  The  Senate  thereupon  (March  2nd) 
passed  the  House's  Missouri  bill,  striking  out 
the  restriction  of  Slavery  by  Yeas  27  to  Nays 
15,  and  adding  without  a  division  the  exclusion 
of  Slavery  from  the  territory  west  and  north  of 
said  State.  Mr.  Trimble  again  moved  the 
elusion  of  Slavery  from  Arkansas  also,  but  was 
again  voted  down,  Yeas,  12  ;  Nays,  30. 

The  Senate  now  asked  a  conference,  which 
the  House  granted  without  a  division.  The 
Committee  of  Conference  was  composed  of 
Messrs.  Thomas  of  Illinois,  Pinkney  of  Maryland, 
and  Barbour  of  Va.  (all  anti-restrictionists),  on 
the  part  of  the  Senate,  and  Messrs.  Holmes  of 
Mass.,  Taylor  of  N.  Y.,  Lowndes  of  S.  C, 
Parker  of  Mass.,  and  Kinsey  of  N.  J.,  on  the 
part  of  the  House.  (Such  constitution  of  the 
Committee  of  Conference  was  in  effect  a  sur- 
render of  the  Restriction  on  the  part  of  the 
House.)  John  Holmes  of  Mass.,  from  this  Com- 
mittee, in  due  time  (March  2iid),  reported  that, 

1.  The  Senate  should  give  up  the  combina- 
tion of  Missouri  in  the  same  bill  with  Maine. 

2.  The  House  should  abandon  the  attempt 
to  restrict  Slavery  in  Missouri. 

3.  Both  Houses  should  agree  to  pass  the 
Senate's  separate  Missouri  bill,  with  Mr. 
Thoma.s's  restriction  or  compromising  proviso, 
excluding  Slavery  from  all  Territory  uonh  and 
west  of  Missouri. 


On  which  question  the  Yeas  and  Nays  were 
demanded,  and  were  as  follows: 

Yeas — For  giving  up    Restrictions  on  Mis- 
souri : 

Massachusetts. — Mark  Langdon  UlU,  John  Holmes, 
Jonathan  Mason,  Henry  Shaw — 4. 

Rhode  Island. — Samuel  Eddy— 1. 

Connecticut.— Samuel  A.  Foot,  James  Stephens— 2. 

New-York— Henry  Meigs,  Henry  R.  Storrs— 2. 

New-Jersey— Joseph  Bloomfield,  Charles  Kinsey,  Ber- 
aard  Smith— 3. 

Pennsylvania.— Henry  Baldwin,  David  FuUerton— 2. 

Total  from  Free-States  14. 


-6. 

Indiana.— William  Hendricks — 1. 
Illinois. — Daniel  P.  Cook — 1. 

Total,  Nays,  87— all  from  Free  States. 
(The  members  apparently  absent  on  this  im- 
portant division,  were  Henry  \V.  Edwards  of 
Conn.,  Walter  Case  and  Honorius  Peck  of  N.  Y. 
and  John  Gondii  of  N.  J.,  from  the  Free  States ; 
with  Lemuel  Sawyer  of  N.  C,  and  David 
Walker  of  Ky.,  from  the  Slave  States.  Mr, 
Clay  of  Ky.,  being  Speaker,  did  not  vote.) 

This  defeat  broke  the  back  of  the  Northern 
resistance  to  receiving  Missouri  as  a  Slave 
State. 

Mr.  Taylor,  of  N.  Y.,  now  moved  an  amend- 
ment,  intended  to  include  Arkansas  Territory 
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cndpr  tlie  proposed  Inliibition  of  Slavery  west 
of  Missouri  ;  but  this  niotion  was  cut  off  by  llie 
Previous  Question,  (wliicb  tlien  cut  off  amend- 
ments more  rifrorously,  according  to  the  rules 
of  the  House,  than  it  now  does),  and  the  House 
proceeded  to  concur  with  the  Senate  in  inserting 
the  exclusion  of  Slavery  from  the  territory 
west  and  north  of  Missouri,  instead  of  that  just 
stricken  out  by,  134  Yeas  to  42  Nays,  (the  Nays 
being  from  the  South).  So  the  bill  was /)rt.«!.sf(/ 
in  the  form  indicated  above;  and  the  bill  ad- 
mitting Maine  as  a  State,  (relieved,  by  a  confer- 
once,  from  the  Missouri  rider,)  passed  both 
Houses  without  a  divison,  on  the  following  day. 
Such  was  the  virtual  termination  of  the  strug- 
gle for  the  restriction  of  Slavery  in  Missouii, 
which  was  beaten  by  the  plan  of  proffering  in- 
stead an  exclusion  of  Slavery  from  all  the  then 
federal  territory  west  and  north  of  that  State. 
It  is  unquestionable  that,  without  this  compromise 
or  equivalent,  the  Northern  votes,  which  passed 
the  bill,  could  not  iiavc  been  obtained  for  it. 

THE    THIRD    MISSOURI    STRUGGLE. 

Though  the  acceptance  of  Missouri  as  a 
Srate,  with  a  Slave  Constitution,  was  forever 
settled  by  the  votes  just  recorded,  a  new  excite- 
ment sprang  up  on  her  presenting  herself  to 
Congress  (Nov.  16,  1820),)  with  a  State  Consti- 
tution, framed  on  the  19th  of  July,  containing 
the  following  resolutions : 

The  General  Assembly  shall  have  no  power  to  pass 
la-.T3,  First,  for  the  emancipation  of  slaves  without  the 
consent  of  their  owners,  or  without  paying  them,  before 
such  emancipation,  a  full  equivalent  for  such  slaves  so 
emancipated;  and,  Second,  to  prevent  hona  fide  emi- 
(rrants  to  this  State,  or  actual  settlers  therein,  from 
bringing  from  any  of  the  United  States,  or  from  any  of 
I  heir  Territories,  such  persons  as  may  there  be  deemed  to 
be  slaves,  so  long  as  any  persons  of  the  same  description 
are  allowed  to  be  held  as  slaves  by  the  laws  of  this  State. 

.  .  .  It  shall  be  their  duty,  as  soon  as  may  be,  to 
pass  such  laws  as  may  be  necessary, 

First,  to  prevent  free  negroes  and  malattoes  from 
coming  to,  and  settling  in,  this  State,  under  any  pretext 
whatever. 

Tne  North,  still  smarting  under  a  sense  of  its 
defeat  on  the  question  of  excluding  Slavery  from 
Missouri,  regarded  this  as  needlessly  defiant, 
insulting,  and  inhuman,  and  the  section  last 
quoted  as  palpably  in  violation  of  that  clause 
of  the  Federal  Constitution  which  gives  to  the 
citizens  of  each  State  (which  blacks  are,  in 
several  Free  States),  the  rights  of  citizens  in 
every  State.  A  detc-mined  resistance  to  any 
such  exclusion  was  manifested,  and  a  portion 
of  the  Northern  Members  evinced  a  disposition 
to  renew  the  struggle  against  the  further  intro- 
duction of  slaves  into  Missouri.  At  the  first 
effort  to  carry  her  admission,  the  House  voted 
it  down— Yeas,  79;  Nays,  9.3.  A  second  at- 
tempt to  admit  her,  on  condition  that  she  would 
expunge  the  obnoxious  clause  (last  quoted)  of 
her  Constitutiou,  was  voted  down  still  more  de- 
cisively— Yeas,  6  ;  Nays  146. 

The  House  now  rested,  until  a  joint  resolve, 
a.imitting  her  with  but  a  vague  and  ineffective 
qualification,  came  down  from  the  Senate,  where 
it  was  passed  by  a  vote  of  26  to  18 — six  Sena- 
tors from  Free  States  in  the  affirmative.  Mr. 
Clay,  who  had  resigned  in  the  recess,  and  been 
succeeded,  as  Speaker,  by  John  W.  Taylor,  of 
New-York,  now  appeared  as  the  leader  of  the 
Missouri  admissionists,  and  proposed  terms  of 
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I  compromise,  which  Were  twice  voted  down  by 
the  Northern  members,  aided  by  John  Randolplj 
and  three  others  from  the  South,  who  would 
have  Missouri  admitted  without  condition  or 
qualification.  At  last,  Mr.  Clay  pro[iosed  a  Join! 
Committee  on  this  subject,  to  be  chosen  by  bal- 
lot— which  the  House  agreed  to  by  lol  to  65; 
and  Mr.  Clay  became  its  Chairman.  By  this 
Committee,  it  was  agreed  that  a  solemn  pledge 
should  be  required  of  the  Legislature  of  Mis- 
souri that  the  Constitution  of  that  State  should 
not  be  construed  to  authorize  the  passage  of 
any  Act,  and  that  no  Act  should  be  passed, 
"by  which  any  of  the  citizens  of  either  of  the 
States  should  be  excluded  from  the  enjoyment 
of  the  privileges  and  immunities  to  which  they 
are  entitled  under  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States."  The  Joint  Resolution,  amended  by 
the  addition  of  this  proviso,  passed  the  House 
by  86  Y'eas  to  82  Nays ;  the  Senate  concurred 
(Feb.  27th.  1821,)  by  26  Yeas  to  15  Nays— (all 
Northern  but  Macon,  of  N.  C);  Missouri  com- 
plied with  the  condition,  and  became  an  ac- 
cepted member  of  the  Union.  Thus  closed  the 
last  stage  of  the  fierce  Missouri  Controversy, 
which  for  a  time  seemed  to  threaten— as  so  many 
other  controversies  have  harmlessly  threatened 
— the  existence  of  the  Union. 

EXTENSION  OF  MISSOURI. 

The  State  of  Missouri,  as  originally  organized, 
was  bounded  on  the  west  by  a  line  already 
specified,  which  excluded  a  triangle  west  of 
said  line,  and  between  it  and  the  Missouri, 
which  was  found,  in  time,  to  be  exceedingly 
fertile  and  desirable.  It  was  free  soil  by  tiie 
terms  of  the  Missouri  compact,  and  was  also 
covered  by  Indian  reservations,  not  to  be 
removed  without  a  concurrence  of  two-thirds 
of  the  Senate.  Messrs.  Benton  and  Linn,  Sena- 
tors from  Missouri,  undertook  the  dilficult  task 
of  engineering  through  Congress  a  bill  includ- 
ing this  triangle  (large  enough  to  form  seven 
Counties)  within  the  State  of  Missouri ;  which 
they  effected,  at  the  long  session  of  18o5-6,  so 
quietly  as  hardly  to  attract  attention.  The  bill 
was  first  sent  to  the  Senate's  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  where  a  favorable  rejjort  was  pro- 
cured from  Mr.  John  M.  Clayton,  of  Delaware, 
its  Chairman  ;  and  then  it  was  fioated  through 
both  Houses  without  encountering  the  perils  of 
a  division.  The  requisite  Indian  treaties  were 
likewise  carried  through  the  Senate ;  so  Missouri 
became  possessed  of  a  large  and  desirable 
accession  of  territory,  which  has  since  become 
one  of  her  most  populous  and  weaUiiy  sections, 
devoted  to  the  growing  of  hemp,  tobacco,  etc., 
and  cultivated  by  slaves.  This  is  the  most  pro- 
Slavery  section  of  the  State,  in  which  was 
originated,  and  was  principally  sustained,  that 
series  of  inroads  into  Kansas,  corruptions  of 
her  ballot-boxes,  and  outrages  upon  her  people, 
which  earned  for  their  authors  the  appellation 
of  Border  liuffiam. 

THE  ANNEXATION  OF  TEXAS. 

The  name  of  Texas  was  originally  applied  to 
a  Spanish  possession  or  province,  lying  between 
the  Mississippi  and  the  Rio  Grande  del  Norte, 
but  not  extending  to  either  of  these  great  rivers. 
It    was  an   appendage    of  the   Viceroyalty   of 
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Mexico,  but  had  very  few  civilized  inhabitants 
'io'vn  to  the  time  of  the  separation  of  Mexico 
from  Spain.  On  two  or  tiuee  occasions,  bands 
of  French  adventurers  had  landed  on  its  coast, 
or  entere(]  it  from  the  adjoining  French  colony 
of  Louisiana;  but  they  had  uniformly  been 
treated  as  intruders,  and  either  destroyed  or 
made  prisoners  by  the  Spanish  military  authori- 
ties. No  line  had  ever  been  drawn  between 
the  two  colonies;  but  the  traditional  line  be- 
tween them,  south  of  the  Red  River,  ran  some- 
what within  the  limits  of  the  present  State  of 
Louisiana. 

When  Louisiana  was  transferred  by  France  to 
the  United  States,  without  specitication  of 
boundaries,  collisions  of  claims  on  this  frontier 
was  apprehended.  General  Wilkinson,  com- 
manding the  United  States  troops,  moved  gra- 
dually to  the  west ;  the  Spanish  commandant  in 
Texas  Hive  wise  drew  toward  the  frontier,  until 
they  stood  opposite  each  other  across  what  was 
then  tacitly  settled  as  the  boundary  between  the 
the  two  countries.  This  was  never  afterward 
disregarded. 

Li  1S19,  Spain  and  the  United  States  seemed 
on  the  verge  of  war.  General  Jackson  had 
twice  invaded  Florida,  on  the  assumption  of 
complicity  on  the  part  of  her  rulers  and  people 
— first  with  our  British,  then  with  our  savage 
enemies — and  had  finally  overrun,  and,  in  effect, 
annexed  it  to  the  Union.  Spain,  on  the  other 
hand,  had  preyed  upon  our  commerce  during 
the  long  wars  in  Europe,  and  honestly  owed  our 
merchants  large  sums  for  unjustifiable  seizures 
and  spoliations.  A  negotiation  for  the  settle- 
ment of  these  differences  was  carried  on  at 
Washington,  between  John  Quincy  Adams,  Mr. 
Monroe's  Secretary  of  State,  and  Don  Onis,  the 
Spanish  embassador,  in  the  course  of  which  Mr. 
Adams  set  up  a  claim,  on  the  part  of  this 
country,  to  Texas  as  a  natural  geographical 
appendage  not  of  Mexico,  but  of  Louisiana. 
This  claim,  however,  he  eventually  waived  and 
relinquished,  in  consideration  of  a  cession  of 
Florida  by  Spain  to  this  country — our  govern- 
ment agreeing,  on  its  part,  to  pay  the  claims  of 
our  merchants  for  spoliations.  Texas  remained, 
therefore,  what  it  always  had  been — a  depart- 
ment or  province  of  Mexico,  with  a  formal 
quit-claim  thereto  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States. 

The  natural  advantages  of  this  region  in 
time  attracted  the  attention  of  American  adven- 
turers, and  a  small  colony  of  Yankees  was  set- 
tled theriTon,  about  1819-20,  by  Moses  Austin, 
of  Connecticut.  Other  settlements  followed. 
Originally,  grants  of  land  in  Texas  were  prayed 
for,  and  obtained  of  the  Mexican  Government, 
on  the  assumption  that  the  petitioners  were 
Roman  Catholics,  persecuted  in  the  United 
States  because  of  their  religion,  and  anxious  to 
find  a  refuge  in  some  Catholic  country.  Thus 
uU  tiie  early  emigrants  to  Texas  went  pro- 
fessedly as  Catholics,  no  other  rehgiou  being 
tolerated. 

Slavery  was  abolished  by  Mexico  soon  after 
the  consummation  of  her  independence,  when 
very  few  slaves  were,  or  ever  had  been,  in  Texas. 
But,  about  ls;;4,  some  years  after  this  event,  a 
quiet,  but  very  general,  and  evidently  con- 
certed, emigration,  mainly  from  Tennessee  and 


1  other  southwestern  States,  began  to  concentrate 
I  itself  in  Texas.  The  emigrants  carried  rifles ; 
j  many  of  them  were  accompanied  by  slaves; 
and  it  was  well  understood  that  they  did  not 
intend  to  become  Mexicans,  much  less  to  relin- 
quish their  slaves.  When  Gen.  Sam.  Houston 
left  Arkansas  for  Texas,  in  1S34-5,  the  Little 
Rock  Journal,  which  announced  his  exodus  and 
destination,  significantly  added :  "  We  shall, 
doubtless,  hear  of  his  raising  his  fag  there 
shortly."     That  was  a  foregone  conclusion. 

Of  course,  the  new  settlers  in  Texas  did  not 
lack  pretexts  or  provocations  for  such  a  step, 
Mexico  was  then  nmch  as  she  is  now,  mis- 
governed, turbulent,  anarchical,  and  despotic. 
The  overthrow  of  her  Federal  Constitution  by 
Santa  Anna  was  one  reason  assigned  for  the 
rebellion  against  her  authority  which  broke  out 
in  Texas.  Li  1835,  her  independence  was 
declared;  in  1836,  at  the  decisive  battle  of  San 
Jacinto,  it  was,  by  the  rout  and  capture  of  the 
ilexican  dictator,  secured.  This  triumph  was 
won  by  emigrants  from  this  country  almost 
exclusively;  scarcely  half  a  dozen  of  the  old 
Mexican  inhabitants  participating  in  the  revolu- 
tion. Santa  Anna,  while  a  prisoner,  under 
restraint  and  apprehension,  agreed  to  a  peace 
on  the  basis  of  the  independence  of  Texas — a 
covenant  which  he  had  no  power,  and  probably 
no  desire,  to  give  effect  to  when  restored  to 
liberty.  The  Texans,  pursuing  their  advantage, 
twice  or  thrice  penetrated  other  Mexican  pro- 
vinces— Tamaulipas,  Coahuila,  etc., — and  waved 
their  Lone-Star  flag  in  defiance  on  the  banks 
of  the  Rio  Grande  del  Norte;  wiiich  position, 
however,  they  were  always  compelled  soon  to 
abandon — once  with  severe  loss.  Their  govern- 
ment, nevertheless,  in  reiterating  their  declara- 
tion of  independence,  claimed  the  Rio  Grande  aa 
their  western  boundary,  from  its  source  to  its 
mouth,  including  a  large  share  of  Tamaulipas, 
Coahuila,  Durungo,  and  by  far  the  more  impor- 
tant and  populous  portion  of  New  Mexico.  And 
it  was  with  this  claim,  expressly  set  forth  in  the 
treaty,  that  President  Tyler  and  his  responsible 
advisers  negotiated  the  first  official  project  of 
annexation,  which  was  submitted  to  the  Senate, 
during  the  session  of  1843-4,  and  rejected  by  a 
very  decisive  vote  :  only  fifteen  (mainly  South- 
ern) senators  voting  to  confirm  it.  Col.  Benton, 
and  others,  urged  this  aggressive  claim  of 
boundary,  as  affording  abundant  reason  for  the 
rejection  of  this  treaty;  but  it  is  not  known 
that  the  Slavery  aspect  of  the  case  attracted 
especial  attention  in  the  Senate.  The  measure, 
however,  had  already  been  publicly  eulogized 
by  Gen.  James  Hamilton,  of  S.  C,  as  cal- 
culated to  "give  a  Gibraltar  to  the  South,"  and 
had,  on  that  ground,  secured  a  very  general 
and  ardent  popularity  throughout  the  South- 
West.  And,  more  than  a  year  previously,  seve- 
ral northern  members  of  Congress  had  united  in 
the  following  : 

TO  THE  PEOPLE  OF  THE  FREE  STATES  OP  THE 
UNION. 

We,  the  undersigned,  in  closing  our  duties  to  our  con- 
Btituents  and  our  country  as  meinbeis  of  the  '^Tth  Con- 
gress, feel  bound  to  call  your  attention,  very  briefly,  to 
the  project,  long  entertained  by  a  pot  on  of  the  people 
i.f  these  United  States,  st.ll  pertinac.ously  adhered  to, 
and  intended  soon  to  be  consummated:  thk  annkxatihu 
OF  TiiXAS  TO  THIS  U.Nio.s.    In  the  press  of  business  inci- 
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lent  to  the  last  days  of  a  session  of  Congress,  we  have 
not  time,  did  we  deem  it  necetisary,  to  enter  upon  a 
detailed  stuteiuent  of  the  teutons  wliicli  force  upon  our 
niiiida  tiie  c-unvicliuu  that  tlii^t  project  is  dy  nu  ineaim 
abiiitiluntd  :  iIkiI  a  lart;e  |>o,lioii  of  the  country,  inle.- 
e>led  in  llie  continuance  nf  Domestic  Slave  y  and  tlie 
Muve-trade  in  tlie^e  I  ii  ted  folates,  have  solemnly  and 
unalterably  determined  Viut  it  e/ulli  t/e  upteUili/  car- 
vitd  into  rsricuiion  ;  and  that,  by  this  adniiMiion  of  new 
Slave  Terr:to;y  and  Slave  Stales,  t/if  w;i</«<i  am'tiul- 
fiuy  of  tJie  ^are-hvUlitig  jnnrer  in  the  Oovei-nmeut 
thatl  ho  neiured  uiid  rirttnU  beyond  all  redeinp- 
Uou  :  ! 

That  it  was  with  these  views  and  Intentions  that  set- 
tlements were  ellVoted  in  the  province,  by  citizens  of  the 
Vn;ted  States,  dillicuUies  funiented  with  the  Mexican 
Uoverunient,  a  revolt  brought  about,  and  an  Indepen- 
dent (jovemujent  ileclared,  vannvt  note  admit  of  a 
doubt :  and  that,  hitherto,  all  attempts  of  .Mexico  to  re- 
duce her  revolted  jirovince  to  obeilience  have  pioved 
llU5Ucces^ful,  is  to  be  attributed  to  the  unlawful  aid  and 
ai^i>tauce  of  despniiiK  and  interested  individuals  in  the 
I'liiieil  States,  and  the  ilirect  and  indirect  coiiperation 
of  our  own  tiore^nincnt,  w/'/.'i  similar  titacb,  is  not  the 
lei-s  ce.tain  and  demonstrable. 

The  open  and  repeated  enlistment  of  troops  in  several 
States  of  this  L'u  on'in  aid  of  the  Texan  Kevolution  ;  the 
intrusion  of  an  Amerxau  Army,  by  order  of  the  I'resi- 
ilent,  far  into  the  te  ritory  of  the  Mexican  (jovernment, 
«i  a  moment  cr.tical  for  the  f.Ueof  the  insurgents,  under 
;irelense  nf  prevenlin;;  .Mexican  soldiers  from  fomenting 
Indian  disturbances,  but  in  reality  in  aid  of,  and  acting 
in  singular  concert  and  coincidence  with,  the  army  of  the 
Hevolulionists  ;  the  entire  neglect  of  our  liovernineut  to 
adopt  any  elUcient  measures  to  prevent  the  most  un- 
warrantable aji^essiuns  of  bodies  of  our  own  citizens, 
enlisted,  organized  and  oflicered  w.thin  our  own  borders, 
and  marched  in  arnus  and  battle  uii ay  upon  the  terri- 
tory, and  against  the  inhabitants  of  a  "friendly  govern- 
ment, in  aid  of  freebooters  and  insurgents,  and  the  pre- 
mature recognition  of  the  Indepemlence  of  Texas,  by  a 
snap  vote,  at  the  heel  of  a  session  of  Cung  ess,  and  that, 
too,  at  the  very  session  when  I'residenl  Jackson  had,  by 
special  .Message,  in...isled  that  "the  measure  would 
be  contrary  to  the  policy  invariably  observed  by  the 
United  Slaies  in  all  similar  cases;'  would  be  marked 
with  great  injustice  to  .Mexico,  and  jiecul.arly  liable  to 
the  ilarkest  susp  cions,  inomnuih  </«  th,>  'J'tx  irm  were 
iilinoMt  all  eiii ill •luit^  from  the    I'nited  iHtateM,  and 

SOtGlIT  TllK  KKCUti.MTIU.N'  (IK  TUKIR  I.NUKPKNt'KXCK  WITH  IHK 
AVoWtU   PL-Kf-OS*  OK  OBTAI.M.VG  TllhIR  .4.N.N  KX  VTIO.V  TO  THK 

I'NiTro  STiT^s.  These  occurrences  are  too  well  known 
and  too  fresh  in  the  memory  of  all,  to  need  more 
than  a  passing  not  ce.  These  have  become  matters 
of  hiitory.  For  fu  ther  evidence  upon  all  these  and 
othe.-  important  points,  we  refer  to  tlie  ineTnorable 
speech  of  John  l^iiincy  .\<lams,  delivered  in  the  House  of 
Kepre^entatives  during  the  moruin?  hour  in  June  and 
July,  \si9.  and  to  his  address  to  liis  constituents,  de- 
livered at  Braintree,  17th  September,  1S42. 

The  open  avowal  of  the  Texans  themselves— the  fre- 
quent and  anxious  negotiations  of  our  own  liove;nment 
— the  resolutions  of  vaiious  Stales  of  the  Lnion  — the 
numerous  declarations  of  members  of  Congress— the 
tone  of  the  Soul  he:  n  press— as  well  as  the  direct  applica- 
tion of  the  Texan  tiovernment,  make  it  im/joK»ib/e  for 
any  man  to  doubt,  that  .uN.\r.x.4Tio.v,  and  the  formation 
of  several  new  Slaveholding  States,  were  original! y  the 
policy  and  design  of  the  Maveholding  States  and  the 
txecutive  of  the  Nation. 

The  same  reference  will  show,  very  conclusively,  that 
the  particular  objectx  of  this  new  acquisition  of  Slave 
Territory  were  thk  PKnpKTUATios  of  Sl.^vkkv  a.nu  tuk 

CONTIXl'»D   ASCE.SbENCV    OF   THK   SLAVE    l*OWKKR. 

The  following  extracts  from  a  Keport  on  that  subject, 
%dopted  by  the  Legislature  of  Mis.iissippi  .'rom  a  mass 
of  similar  evidence  which  might  be  adduced,  will  show 
tcith  vchat  tietcg  the  annexation  was  then  urged : 

"Bat  we  hasten  to  suegest  the  Importance  of  thp  annexailon 
of  Texas  to  this  Republic  upon  grouii'Is  noinewliat  l.H-al  In 
ttiur  complexion,  but  of  an  iiU|jori  mDniirlv  grave  H.nl  lu:er- 
esiiii^  10  the  people  who  inhaiill  ih^f  .•x)U'.hr-rn  portion  of  ihls 
t-'oiiffleracy,  where  It  is  known  that  a  speilcs  of  dotnesilc  ; 
Slavery  Is  tolerated  and  proiected  by  law,  whose  existence  Is 
prrtliiblled  by  the  I'^gal  rejjulallons  ol'^o.her  Slates  of  this  »'on- 
fedirm-y  ;  which  system  of  Slavery  is  hnld  by  all,  who  are 
timiharly  acijualnied  wiih  its  praeiiVal  eil'.Tis,  lo  U  ni  highly 
brn-jiHal  in/luaux  to  the  country  uilhin  uhute  UiniU  it  is  ytr- 
miUft  (.7  ejiM. 

"  The  (.'onimiltee  feel  authorized  to  say  that  this  svstem  U 
cherishel  by  our  constllueDIs  as  the  rtry  i^MaJium'nf  thHr 
profpriity  and  hiippineM,  and  whatever  i;;nuraiit  fjiuitlcs  may 
els.'wci.-r.'  coigeciure,  the  L'orauutlee  are  fully  a,ssiir>-i,  upon 
the  most  dUli^ent  observation  aul  relle'-iion  oti  th-  siil>j-rt.  ihat 
Vu  South  Jua  malpoaaeat  ictxAta  her  limita  a  Ucatiiig  uuh  uhick 


I  the  affrrtinnt  nf  hrr  pmplr  arr  so  etotrly  entxrinrd  anil  ro  rrm^ 
I  pfrtrlji  eniil'ml,  and  whose  value  is  more  bijihly  appructated, 
Uuui  ihai'wlncli  we  are  now  couslUrrUig. 

•  ••••••• 

"  It  may  not  be  Improper  here  to  remark  Ihni,  dnrliig  Ibe 
list  Si'iisiou  of  Congress,  when  a  Senator  liom  Jlis.si.>sipp>  pro- 
poseil  llie  Ki'knowledKment  of  Texan  liidepenileiici',  It  waa 
t'ouiiil,  Wl  h  a  li'W  elt'epllons,  tlir  mrtiibrit  uj  that  lioly  vrrt 
rnt'lt/  lo  titkc  yrouiul  upon  it,  as  upun  Ott  su'jcri  oj  Siaitiy 

"  Wlih  nil  Ihese  facts  before  us,  we  do  not  hesitate  In  be- 
llevhiK  that  ih<-se  f<  elings  hilluenced  ihe  New  Kn^land  Sena- 
tors, Ijul  one  vuilng  in  favor  of  ihe  measure  ;  and.  Inileed,  Mr. 
Welister  had  beni  bolj  eiiou4;h,  In  a  public  speech  reci-nily 
delivered  in  Nixv  Vork,  lo  many  ihousaiut  clii/i'iis,  lo  Jti  lare 
that  llie  reason  iluii  InlJueiwed  Ills  opposiiion  was  his  alhor- 
reiice  of  .slavery  in  UieSuuih.  and  iliai  11  liil;,'ht.  In  tin-  e\eiil  of 
lis  reconmiioii,  become  a  slaveholdiiig  Stale,  lie  also  ."poke 
of  ;he  ellorls  makliin  in  favor  of  Abolition  ;  and  llial,  bciiu«  pre- 
dicated upon  and  aided  by  Ihe  powerful  Inliuence  of  n  ligloua 
I'eeUng,  ii  would  become  IrreKlMlble  and  overwhelming. 

"  This  language,  coming  from  so  disilngulshed  an  iiulividusl 
as  Mr.  W.'liMcr,  .so  familiar  with  ihe  fe.hngs  of  Ihe  Norih  and 
enlerlalniiig  bo  hijih  a  respect  for  public  sen  iniini  in  .New 
l-^ngland,  speaks  so  plainly  the  voice  of  the  North  as  not  lo  be 
luiMiiiilers.ooJ. 

"  We  sincerely  hope  there  Is  enough  good  sense  and  genuine 
love  of  country  among  our  fcUowcouuu-ymeu  of  ihe  Norihern 
Mates,  to  tccure  us  final  justice  on  this  suljert  ;  yet  we  cannot 
consider  It  safe  or  expedient  for  the  people  of  the  Souih  to  cn- 
liri'ly  disregard  the  etibris  of  the  fanaUcs,  and  Ihe  opinions  of 
such  ini-n  as  Webster,  and  oLhers  who  couutenance  such  dan- 
gerous doctrines. 

"  The  ^\o,them  Stair*  hare  no  interests  of  thrir  oirn  whieh 
require  any  rpn-ial  safeguards  for  iheir  Uel".  use,  save  cmly 
iheir  domcsllc  manufacuireg :  and  tiod  knows  Ihey  have 
already  received  proleciiou  from  Government  on  a  most 
liberal  scale  ;  under  which  encouragement  they  have  Im- 
proved and  nourished  beyond  example.  The  ISotdh  hasxtiy 
pci-uliitr  iiitei  rj^ts  to  preseixe ;  interests  already  violently  aa- 
saii.-il  and  bolUy  threatened. 

"  Jour  Committrf.  are  fully  persuaded  that  this  protection  to 
her  icM  iutci-i*tjf  icill  tie  tiffuiitrd  by  the  annfjtfUiioi  nf  Tcuas  ; 
an  fq'iijviisc  of  itifiucnce  in  the  hath  of  Cong tej^  v ill  ie  s^ruted, 
uhi'h  u  illfurriO-h  us  a pemuinent  guaranty  of  piolcction.^^ 

The  speech  of  Mr.  Adams,  exposing  the  whole  system 
of  duplicity  and  perfidy  toward  .Mexico,  had  maked  the 
conduct  of  our  Government;  and  the  emphatic  exi>re.<«ionil 
of  opposition  which  began  to  come  up  from  all  parties  in 
the  Free  Stales,  however,  for  a  lime,  nearly  silenced  the 
clamors  of  the  South  for  annexation,  and  the  people  of 
the  North  have  been  lulled  into  the  belief  that  the  pio- 
ject  is  pea.ly,  if  not  wholly  abandoned,  and  that,  at 
least,  there  is  now  no  serious  danger  of  its  consumma- 
tion. 

Believing  this  to  be  a.  false  and  dnngerowi  aemrity  ; 
that  the  project  has  never  been  abandoned  a  moment, 
by  its  oiigiuators  and  abettors,  but  that  it  has  been  d»- 
feiTed  for  a  more  favorable  moment  for  ita  acconiplislv 
iiient,  we  refer  to  a  few  evidences  of  more  recent  de- 
velopment upon  which  this  opinion  is  founded. 

The  last  Klection  of  I'l  esident  of  the  ICcpublic  of  Texas, 
is  understood  to  have  turned,  mainly,  ujion  the  question 
of  annexation  or  no  anntitation,  and  the  candidate 
favorable  to  that  measure  was  successful  by  an  over- 
whelming majority.  The  sovereign  States  of  Alabama, 
Tennessee,  and  .Missi.ssip|>i,  have  recently  adopted  I'eso- 
lutions,  some,  if  not  all  uf  them,  unanimoualy,  in  favor 
of  annexation,  and  forwarded  them  to  Congress. 

The  Hon.  Henry  A.  Wise,  a  member  of  Congress  from 
the  U.strict  in  which  our  present  Chief  Magistrate  resided 
when  elected  Vice-I'resident,  and  who  is  unde. stood  lo 
be  more  intimately  acquainted  with  the  views  and  de- 
signs of  the  jiresetit  administration  than  any  other  mem- 
ber of  Congress,  most  distinctly  avowed  his  desire  for, 
and  expectation  of  annexation,  at  the  lust  session  of 
Conpre.-s.  Among  other  things,  he  said,  in  a  speech 
delivered  January  id,  1842: 

"True.  If  Iowa  be  added  on  the  one  side,  Florida  will  be 
added  on  the  ohi-r.  But  there  the  equation  musi  slop.  Let 
one  more  .Northern  Sla'e,be  ailmltied,  and  the  equilibrium  la 
gone — Kone  forever.  The  lalawe  of  interests  is  gone — the  w/e- 
•/uanlot  American  property — of  Ihe  American  Consiliuiloii— 
of  llie  Am-ri'-an  Inloii,  vanished  into  thin  air.  This  nnut  ho 
the  in^ritii'tlf  result,  unless  by  a  trrtUy  vith  Mexico,  tnv.  ."^OCTH 

CA.<<    ADD   MUUE    WCIGUT  TO   UEK   E.N  U  OF   TIIE   LKVEK.'      L' t  the 

South  ht'piU  the  Sal'idte,  (ihe  eastern  boundary  of  Ti-xis  i  while 
ihe   .Vorli  may  Kpri'ad  unchecked  beyond  ihe  Itoi  ky  Moiiu- 

(llns  A.1D  TUE  Sol'TUKUn  SCALE  MUST  KICK  THE  BEAX."' 

Finding  diHicuUies,  perhaps,  in  the  way  of  a  cession  by 
Treaty,  in  another  speech  delivered  in  April,  l'»4'J,  on  a 
motion  made  by  Mr.  Linn,  of  New-York,  to  sti  ike  out  the 
salary  of  the  Minister  to  Mexico,  on  the  ground  that  the 
design  of  the  Kxecutivk,  in  making  the  appointment, 
was  to  accomplish  the  annexation  of  Texas,  Mr.  Wise 
said,  "  he  earnestly  hoped  and  trusted  that  Ihe  President 
was  as  desirous  (of  annexation)  as  he  was  represented  to 
be.  We  may  well  suppose  the  President  to  be  in  favo.-  of 
It,  as  every  wise  statesman  must  be  who  is  not  governed 
by  fanaticism,  or  local  sectional  prejudices." 
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He  said  of  Texas,  that — 

'•  Wliile  she  was,  as  a  State,  weak  and  almost  pow"rIess  In 
resisting  invasion,  slie  was  herself  irresistible  as  an  invading 
and  a  conquering  power.  She  had  but  a  sparse  populition, 
and  neither  men  nor  money  of  her  own,  to  raise  and  equip  an 
army  for  her  own  defense  ;  but  let  her  once  raise  the  Hag  of 
foreign  conquest— let  her  once  proclaim  a  crusade  against  the 
rich  States  to  the  south  of  her— and  in  a  moment  volunteers 
would  tiock  to  her  standard  in  crowds,  from  all  the  Staies  in  the 
great  valley  of  the  3fississippi— men  of  enterprise  and  valor,  be- 
fore whom  no  Mexican  troops  could  stand  for  an  hour.  They 
would  leave  their  own  towns,  arm  themselves,  and  travel  on 
their  own  cost,  and  would  come  up  in  thousands,  to  plant  the 
lone  star  of  the  Texan  banner  on  the  Mexican  capitol.  They 
would  drive  Santa  Anna  to  the  South,  and  in  boundless  wealth 
of  captured  towns,  and  rifled  churches,  and  a  lazy,  vicious, 
and  luxurious  priesthood,  would  soon  enable  Texas,  to  pay  her 
soldiery,  and  redeem  her  State  debt,  and  push  her  victorious 
arms  to  the  very  shores  of  the  Pacific.  And  would  not  all 
this  extend  the  bounds  of  Slavery  ?  Yes,  the  result  would  be, 
that,  before  another  quarter  of  a  century,  the  extension  of 
Slavery  would  not  stop  short  of  the  Western  Ocean.  We  had 
but  two  alternatives  be/are  us;  either  to  receive  Texas  into  our 
fraterniiij  of  States,  and  thus  make  her  our  own,  or  to  leave  her  to 
conquer  Mexico,  and  become  our  most  dangerous  and  Jormidable 
rival. 

"  To  talk  of  restraining  the  people  of  the  great  Valley  from 
emigrating  to  join  her  armies,  was  all  in  vain ;  and  it  was 
equally  vain  to  calculate  on  their  defeat  by  any  Mexican 
forces," aided  by  England  or  not.  They  had  gone  once  already  ; 
U  was  they  that  conquered  Santa  Anna  at  San  Jacinto ;  and 
three-fourths  of  them,  after  winning  that  glorious  tield,  had 
peaceably  returned  to  their  homes.  But  once  set  before  them 
the  conquest  of  the  rich  Mexican  provinces,  and  you  might  as 
well  attempt  to  stop  the  wind.  This  Government  might  send 
its  troops  to  the  frontier,  to  turn  them  back,  and  they  would 
run  over  them  like  a  herd  of  buffalo. 

"  Nothing  could  keep  these  booted  loafers  from  rushing 
on,  till  they  kicked  the  Spanish  priests  out  of  the  temples  they 
profaned." 

Mr.  Wise  proceeded  to  insist  that  a  majority  of  the  people  of 
the  United  States  were  in  favor  of  the  annexation  ;  at  all 
events,  he  would  risk  it  with  the  Democracy  of  the  North. 

"  Sir,"  said  Mr.  Wise,  "  it  is  not  only  the  duty  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  demand  the  liquidation  of  onr  claims,  and  the  libera- 
tion of  our  citizens,  but  to  go  further,  and  demand  the  non- 
Invasion  of  Texas.  Shall  we  sit  still  while  the  standard  of  in- 
surrection is  raised  on  our  borders,  and  let  a  horde  of  slaves, 
andlmlians  and  Mexicans  roU  up  to  the  boundary  line  of  Arkan- 
sas and  LouiMana?  No.  It  is  our  duty  at  once  to  say  to 
Mexico,  '  //  you  strike  Texas,  you  strike  us  ;'  and  if  England, 
standing  by,  should  dare  to  intermeddle,  and  ask,  '  Do  you 
take  part  icith  Texas  !'  his  prompt  answer  should  be,  '  Yes,  and 
against  you.^ 

'■Such,  he  would  let  gentlemen  know,  was  the  spirit  of  the  whole 
P'.ople  of  the  great  valley  of  the  West." 

Several  other  members  of  Congress,  in  the  same  debate, 
expressed  similar  views  and  desires,  and  they  are  still 
more  frequently  e,xpressed  in  conversation. 

The  Hon.  Thomas  W.  Gilmer,  a  member  of  Congress 
from  Virginia,  and  formerly  a  Governor  of  that  State, 
numbered  as  one  of  the  "  Guard,"  and  of  course  under- 
stood to  be  in  the  counsels  of  the  Cabinet,  in  a  letter 
bearing  date  the  10th  day  of  January  last,  originally  de- 
signed as  a  private  and  confidential  letter  to  a  friend, 
gives  it  as  his  deliberate  opinion,  after  much  examination 
and  reflection,  that  Texas  will  be  annexed  to  the 
Union  ;  and  he  enters  into  a  specious  argument,  and  pre- 
sents a  variety  of  reasons  in  favor  of  the  measure.  Ue 
says,  among  other  things  : 

"  Having  acquired  Louisiana  and  Florida,  we  have  an  in- 
terest and  a  frontier  on  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  along  our  in- 
terior to  the  Pacific,  which  will  not  permit  us  to  close  our  eyes, 
or  fold  our  arms,  with  indifference  to  the  events  which  a  few 
years  may  disclose  in  that  quarter.  We  have  already  had  one 
question  of  boundary  with  Texas  ;  other  questions  must  soon 
arise,  under  our  revenue  laws,  and  on  other  points  of  neces- 
sary intercourse,  which  it  will  be  difficult  to  adjust.  The  insti- 
tutions of  Texas,  and  her  relations  with  other  governments,  are 
yet  in  that  condition  which  inclines  her  people  {who  are  our  own 
countrymen,)  to  unite  their  destinies  with  ours.  This  MUST  BE 
DONE  soo.N,  OR  NOT  AT  ALL.  There  are  numerous  tribes  of  In- 
diixns  along  both  frontiers,  whirh  can  easily  become  the  cause  or 
the  instrument  ofhord.er  wars." 

None  can  be  so  blind  now,  as  not  to  know  that  the  real 
design  and  object  of  the  South  is,  to  ''add  new  weight 
TO  HKR  KND  OF  THE  LKVKR."  It  was  Upon  that  ground 
that  Mr.  Webster  placed  his  opposition,  in  his  speech  on 
that  subject  in  New-York,  in  March,  1837.  In  that  speech, 
after  stating  that  he  saw  insurmountable  objections  to 
the  annexation  of  Texas,  that  the  purchase  of  Louisiana 
and  Florida  furnished  no  precedent  for  it,  that  the  cases 
were  not  parallel,  and  that  no  such  i)olicy  or  necessity 
as  led  to  that,  required  the  annexation  of  Texas,  he  said  : 
■'  Gentlemen,  we  all  see,  that  by  whomsoever  possessed, 
Texas  is  likely  to  be  a  slaveholdlng  country  ;  and  I  frankly 
a.'ow  my  entire  unwillingness  to  do  anything  which  shall 
extend  the  Slavery  of  the  African  race  on  this  coniinent,  or  add 
other  slaveholding  States  to  the  Union.  When  I  say  that  I 
regard  Slavery  as  in  itself  a  great  moral,  social,  and  political 
evil,  I  only  use  language  which  has  been  adopted  by  distin- 
guished men,  themselves  citizens  of  Slaveholding  States.  I 
shall  do  nothing,  therefore,  to  favor  or  encourage  Its  further 
extension." 


In  conclusion  he  said : 

"  I  see,  therefore,  no  political  necessity  for  the  annexation 
of  Texas  to  the  Union  ;  no  advantages  to  be  derived  from  it , 
and  objections  to  it  of  a  strong,  and,  in  my  judgment,  decisive 
character. 

"  I  believe  It  to  be  for  the  interest  and  happiness  of  the 
whole  Union,  to  remain  as  it  is,  without  diminution  and  without 
addition." 

To  prevent  the  success  of  this  nefarious  project— to 
preserve  from  such  gross  violation  the  Constitution  of  our 
country,  adopted  expressly  "  to  secure  the  ble.ssings  of 
liberty"  and  not  the  perpetuation  of  Slavery — and  to 
prevent  the  speedy  and  violent  dissolution  of  the  Union 
— we  invite  you  to  unite,  without  distinction  of  party,  in 
an  immediate  expression  of  your  views  on  this  subject, 
in  such  manner  as  you  may  deem  best  calculated  t« 
answer  the  end  proposed. 


John  QuiNcr  Adams, 
Seth  M.  Gates, 
William  Sladb, 
William  B.  Calhoun, 
Joshua  R.  Giddinos, 
Sherlock  J.  Andrews, 


Nathanirl  B.  Bordkn, 
Thomas  C.  ChittiiKden, 
John  Mattocks, 
Christopher  Morgan, 
Joshua  M.  Howard, 
Victory  Birdsetk, 
HiLAND  Hall.  • 

Washington,  March  Srd,  1843. 

[Note. — The  above  address  was  drawn  up  by  Hon.  Seth  M. 
Gates,  of  New- York,  at  the  suggestion  of  John  Quincy  Adams., 
and  sent  to  members  of  Congress  at  their  residences,  aflei 
the  close  of  the  session,  for  their  signatures.  Many  more  thar 
the  above  approved  heartily  of  Its  positions  and  objects, 
and  would  have  signed  it,  but  for  its  premature  publica- 
tion, through  mistake.  Mr.  Winthrop,  of  Mass.,  was  one  of 
these,  with  Gov.  Briggs,  of  course  ;  Mr.  Fillmore  declined 
signing  it.] 

The  letters  of  Messrs.  Clay  and  Van  Buren, 
taking  ground  against  annexation,  without  the 
consent  of  Mexico,  as  an  act  of  bad  faith  and 
aggression,  which  would  necessarily  result  in 
war,  which  appeared  in  the  spring  of  1844, 
make  slight  allusions,  if  any,  to  the  Slavery 
aspect  of  the  case.  In  a  later  letter,  Mr.  Clay 
declared  that  he  did  not  oppose  annexation  on 
account  of  Slavery,  which  he  regarded  as  a 
temporary  institution,  which,  therefore,  ought 
not  to  stand  in  the  way  of  a  permanent  acquisi- 
tion. And,  though  Mr.  Clay's  last  letter  on  the 
subject,  prior  to  the  election  of  1844,  reiterated 
and  emphasized  all  his  objections  to  annexation 
under  the  existing  circumstances,  he  did  not  in- 
clude the  existence  of  Slavery. 

The  defeat  of  Mr.  Van  Buren,  at  the  Balti- 
more Nominating  Convention — Mr.  Polk  being 
selected  in  his  stead,  by  a  body  which  had  been 
supposed  pledged  to  renominate  the  ex-Presi- 
dent— excited  considerable  feeling,  especially 
among  the  Democrats  of  New-York.  A  number 
of  their  leaders  united  in  a  letter,  termed  the 
"  Secret  Circular,"  advising  their  brethren, 
while  they  supported  Polk  and  Dallas,  to  be 
careful  to  vote  for  candidates  for  Congress  who 
would  set  their  faces  as  a  flint  against  annexa- 
tion, which  was  signed  by 

George  P.  Barker,  David  Dudley  Field, 

William  C.  Brvant,  Theodore  Sedgwick, 

J.  W.  Edmonds,  Thomas  W.  Tucker, 

Isaac  Townsend. 

Silas  Wright,  then  a  Senator  of  the  United 
States,  and  who,  as  such,  had  opposed  the 
Tyler  Treaty  of  Annexation,  was  now  run 
for  Governor,  as  the  only  man  who  could  carry 
the  State  of  New-York  for  Polk  and  Dalla.'^.  In 
a  democratic  speech  at  Skaneateles,  N.  Y.,  Mr. 
Wright  had  recently  declared  that  he  could 
never  consent  to  Annexation  on  any  terms 
which  would  give  Slavery  an  advantage  over 
Freedom.  This  sentiment  was  reiterated  and 
amplilied  in  a  great  Convention    of  the  Dimiio- 
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eracv,  which  met  at  Herkimer,  ia  the  autumn  of 
this  year. 

The  contest  proceeded  with  great  earnestness 
throughout  tlie  Free  States,  tiie  supporters  ol" 
Folk  and  of  liirncy  (the  Abolitiou  candidate 
for  President),  fully  agreeing  in  the  assertion 
that  Mr.  Clay's  position  was  equally  favorable  to 
Annexation  with  Mr.  Polk's.  Mr.  Birney  in  a 
letter  published  on  the  eve  of  the  Election,  de- 
clared that  he  regarded  Mr.  Clav's  eh-ciion  as 
more  favorable  to  Annexation  than  Mr.  Polk's, 
because,  while  equally  inclined  to  fortify  and 
extend  Slavery,  lie  possessed  more  ability  to 
influence  Congress  in  its  favor. 

Before  this  time,  but  as  yet  withheld  from, 
and  unknown  to,  the  public,  Mr.  Calhoun,  now 
President  Tyler's  Secretary  of  State,  and  an 
early  and  powerful  advocate  of  Annexation,  had 
addressed  to  lion.  Wm.  11.  King,  our  Etnbassa- 
dor  at  Paris,  uu  official  dispatch  from  which  we 
make  the  following  extracts: 

MR.  CALnOLN    TO    MR.  KI.VG. 

DEPARTMENT  OF  State,        | 
WashingUn),  August  12,  1S44.  ( 

Sir — I  have  laid  your  dispatch.  No.  1,  before  the 
President,  who  instructs  me  to  make  known  to  you  tliat 
he  has  read  it  with  much  pleasure,  especially  the  portion 
which  relates  to  your  cordial  reception  by  the  Kiug,  and 
bis  assurance  of  friendly  feelings  toward  the  United 
States.  The  I're.-ident,  in  particular,  highly  appreciates 
the  declaration  of  the  King,  that  in  no  event,  would  any 
steps  be  taken  by  his  government  in  the  slightest  degree 
hostile,  or  which  would  give  to  the  UnitedStates  just  cause 
of  complaint.  It  was  the  more  gratifying  from  the  fact, 
that  our  previous  informalion  was  calculated  to  make 
the  impression  that  the  government  of  France  was  pre- 
pared to  unite  nitli  tireat  It.itain  in  a  joint  protest 
•gainst  the  annexation  of  Texas,  and  a  joint  elTort  to 
induce  her  tiovernuient  to  withdraw  the  proposition  to 
annex,  on  condition  that  Jle.xico  should  be  made  to 
acknowledge  her  inde)>endence.  He  is  happy  to  infer 
from  your  dispatch  that  the  information,  so  far  as  it 
relates  to  France,  is  in  all  probability  without  founda- 
tion. You  did  not  go  fu:  iher  than  you  ought,  in  assur- 
ing the  King  that  liie  object  of  Anne.\ation  would  be 
pursued  with  unabated  vigor,  and  in  giving  your  ojiinion 
that  a  decided  majority  of  the  American  people  were  in 
its  favor,  and  thai  it  would  certainly  be  anne.xed  at  no 
distant  duy.  I  feel  confident  that  your  anticipation  will 
be  fully  realized  at  no  d.stant  per'.od. 

Kvery  day  will  tend  to  weaken  that  combination  of 
political  causes  which  led  to  the  opposition  of  the 
measure,  and  to  strengthen  the  conviction  that  it  was 
not  only  e.xpedient,  but  just  and  necessary. 

But  to  descend  to  particulars :  it  is  certain  that 
while  Kngland,  like  France,  desires  the  independence  of 
Texas,  with  the  view  to  commercial  connections,  it  is  not 
less  80  that  one  of  the  leading  motives  of  England  for 
desiring  it,  is  the  hope  that,  through  her  diplomacy  and 
influence,  Negro  i^lave^y  may  be  abolished  there,  and 
ultimately,  by  consequence,  in  the  United  States  and 
throughout  the  whole  of  this  continent.  That  its  ultimate 
abolition  throughout  the  entire  continent  is  an  object 
ardently  desired  by  her,  we  have  decisive  proofs  in  the 
declaration  of  the  Earl  of  Aberdeen,  delivered  to  this 
Department,  and  of  which  you  will  find  a  copiy  among 
the  documents  transmitted  to  Congress  with  the  Te.xan 
treaty.  That  she  desires  its  abolition  in  Texas,  and  has 
used  her  influence  and  diplomacy  to  elTecl  it  Miere,  the 
same  document,  with  the  correspondence  of  this  Depart- 
ment with  Mr.  Packenham,  also  to  be  found  among  the 
documents,  furnishes  proof  not  less  conclusive.  That 
one  of  the  objects  of  abolishing  it  there  is  to  facilitate 
its  abolition  in  the  United  states,  and  throughout  the 
continent,  is  manifest  from  the  declaration  of  the  Aboli- 
tion party  and  societies  both  in  tliis  country  and  in  Eng- 
land. In  fact,  there  is  good  reason  to  believe  that  the 
scheme  of  abolishing  it  in  Texas,  with  a  view  to  its  abo- 
lition in  the  United  states,  and  over  the  continent,  origi- 
nated with  the  prominent  members  of  the  party  in  llie 
United  ijtates  ;  and  was  first  broached  by  them  in  the 
(so  callcdj  World's  Convention,  held  in  London  in  the 
year  l>tO,  and  th:oug;i  its  agency  brought  to  the  notice 
•f  the  British  (Jovernment. 

Now,  I  hold,  uoi  only  that  France  can  have  no  interest 


In  the  consummation  of  this  grand  scheme,  which  Eng- 
land hopes  to  accomplish  through  Texas,  if  she  can 
defeat  the  Annexation,  but  that  her  Interests,  and  those 
of  all  the  Continental  powers  of  Europe  are  directly  and 
deeply  opposed  to  it. 


The  election  of  James  K.  Polk  as  President, 
and  George  M.  Dalhis  as  Vice-President,  (Nov. 
1S44)  having  virtually  settled,  affirmatively,  the 
question  of  annexing  Texas,  the  XXVI llth 
Congress  commenceil  its  second  session  at 
Washington,  on  the  'Jd  of  December,  18-14 — Mr. 
John  Tyler  being  still  acting  President  up  to 
the  end  of  the'Congress,  March  4th  following. 

Dec.  19. — Mr  John  B.  Weller,  (then  member 
from  Ohio)  by  leave,  introduced  a  joint  resolu- 
tion, No.  51,  providing  for  the  annexation  of 
Texas  to  the  United  States,  which  he  moved  to 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  E.  S.  Ilandin,  of  Ohio,  moved  a  reference 
of  said  resolve  to  a  Committee  of  one  Irom  each 
State,  with  instructions  to  report 

Whether  the  annexation  of  Texas  would  not  extend 
and  perpetuate  Slavery  in  the  Slave  States,  and  also,  the 
internal  Slave-trade ;  and  whether  the  United  States 
Government  has  any  Constitutional  power  over  Slavery 
in  the  Slates,  either  to  perpetuate  it  there,  or  to  do  it 
avoay. 

The  question  on  commitment  waa  insisted 
upon,  and  first  taken — Yeas,  109  (Democrats) ; 
Nays,  tjl  (Whigs);  whereupon  it  was  held  that 
Mr.  Hamlin's  amendment  was  defeated,  and  the 
original  proposition  alone  committed. 

Jannari/  \Oth,  1845. — Mr.  John  P.  Hale,  of 
Xew-Uampshire,  (then  a  Democratic  Represen- 
tative, now  a  Republican  Senator)  proposed  the 
following  as  an  amendment  to  any  net  or  resolve 
contemplating  the  annexation  of  Texas  to  this 
Union  : 

Provided,  That  immediately  after  the  question  of 
boundary  between  the  United  Stales  of  America  and 
Mexico  shall  have  been  definitively  settled  by  the  two 
Governments,  and  before  any  Slate  formed  out  of  the 
Territory  of  Tex;u  shall  be  admitted  into  the  Un"on,  the 
said  Territory  of  Texas  shall  be  divided  as  follows,  to 
wit :  beginning  at  a  point  i.n  the  Gulf  of  .Mexico,  njidway 
between  the  Northern  and  Southern  boundaries  thereof 
on  the  coast;  and  thence  by  a  line  running  in  a  North- 
westerly direction  to  the  extreme  boundary  thereof,  so 
as  to  divide  the  same  as  nearly  as  possible  into  two 
equal  parts,  and  in  that  portion  of  said  Tenitory  lying 
South  and  West  of  tlie  line  to  be  run  as  aforesaid,  lliere 
shall  be  neither  Slavery  nor  involuntary  servitude,  other- 
wise timn  in  the  punishment  of  crimes,  whereof  the  party 
shall  have  been  duly  convicted. 

And  ]>rorided  further.  That  this  provision  shall  be 
considered  as  a  compact  between  the  people  of  the 
United  Slates  and  the  people  of  the  said  Territory,  and 
forever  remain  unalterable,  unless  by  the  consent  of 
three-fourths  of  the  States  of  the  Union. 

Jlr.  Hale  asked  a  suspension  of  the  rules,  to 
enable  him  to  ofl'er  it  now,  and  have  it  printed 
and  committed.  Refused — Yeas,  92  (not  two 
thirds)  ;  Nays,  81. 

Yeax — AH  the  Whigs*  and  most  of  the  Demo- 
crats from  the  Free  States,  with  Messrs.  Duncan 
L.  Clinch  and  .\lexander  II.  Steiihens,  of  Georgia, 
and  George  W.  Summers,  of  Virginia. 

2^ayii — All  the  members  from  Slave  States, 
except  the  above,  with  the  following  from  Free 
States : 

MjHSk.— Sheppard  Cary — 1. 

Nlw-Hampsiiikk. — Edmund  Burke,  Moses  Norris,  Jr. — 8. 
Nkw-Voi^k. — James  G.  Clinton,  Selah  B.  Strong — 3. 
Pt.sssvLVASii. — James     Black,     Richard     Brodhead, 
H.  D.  Foster,  Jtintph  H.  Iii'jeitult,  Micluiei  U.  Jeiikii — 5. 
Ohio. — Joseph  J.  McDowell— 1. 
lJ«»tASA.— Wm.  J.  Brown,  J.  W.  Davis,  John  Petlit — 3. 

*  Except  the  iwo  here  given  in  Ilaliet. 
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aforesaid    \va3    agreed   to — Yeas,    118;    Nays, 

lul. 
r.         ,      ,.  ,       „     ^    T    T  n     X- T>         ■        ^^eas — 114    Democrats,  and  Messrs.    Milton 

I)eceu,Ur  1>2<A.-Mr.  C.  J.  I.igersoll,  ot  Penn-  j  g^^^^,^^  ofTeimessee  ;  James  Dellet,  of  Alabama; 

H. 


Illinois.— Orlando  15.  Ficklin,  Joseph  P.  Hoge,  Robert 
Smith — o. 
Total  Democrats  from  Free  States,  17. 


Bvlvaiiia,  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs, 
rejiorted  a  Joint  Resolution  for  annexing  Texas 
to  ilie  Union,  which  was  committed  and  dis- 
cussed in  Committee  of  the  Whole  from  time  to 
time,  through  the  next  month. 

January  1th. — Mr.  J.  P.  Hale  presented  re- 
solves of  the  Legislature  of  New-Hampshire, 
thoroughly  in  favor  of  Annexation,  and  silent 
ou  the  subject  of  Slavery,  except  as  follows  : 

Resolved,  That  we  agree  with  Mr.  Clay,  that  the  re- 
anne.valion  of  Tex^s  will  add  more  Free  than  Slave 
States  to  the  Union  ;  and  that  it  would  be  unwise  to  re- 
fuse a  permanent  acquisition,  which  will  exist  as  long  as 
the  globe  remains,  on  account  of  a  temporary  institution. 

January  \'6tk. — Mr.  Cave  Johnson,  of  Ten- 
nessee, moved  that  all  further  debate  on  this 
subject  be  closed  at  2  p.m.  on  Thursday  next. 
Carried — Yeas,  136;  Nays,  57;  (nearly  all  the 
Nays  from  Slave  States.) 

January  25(h. — The  debate,  after  an  exten- 
sion of  time,  was  at  length  brought  to  a  close, 
and  the  Joint  Resolution  taken  out  of  Commit- 
tee, and  reported  to  the  House  in  the  following 
form  ;  (  that  portion  relating  to  Slavery,  having 
been  added  in  Committee,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Milton  Brown,  (Whig)  of  Tennessee : 

Resolved,  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives in.  Congress  assembled.  That  Congi'ess  doth  con- 
sent that  the  Territory  properly  included  within,  and 
liglitfuUy  belonging  to,  the  Republic  of  Texas,  may  be 
erected  into  a  new  State,  to  be  called  the  State  of  Texas, 
with  a  republican  form  of  Government,  to  be  adopted  by 
the  people  of  said  Republic,  by  deputies  in  Convention 
assembled,  with  the  consent  of  the  existing  Government, 
in  o.der  that  the  same  maybe  admitted  as  one  of  the 
States  of  this  Union. 

2.  Aral  be  it  farther  resolved.  That  the  forei;o!ng  con- 
sent of  Congress  is  given  upon  the  following  conditions, 
and  with  the  following  guaranties,  to  wit: 

X<'irst.  Said  State  to  be  formed,  subject  to  the  adjust- 
ment by  this  Government  of  all  questions  of  boundary 
that  may  arise  with  other  governments  ;  and  the  Con- 
stitution thereof,  with  the  proper  evidence  of  its  adoption 
by  the  people  of  said  Republic  of  Texas,  shall  be  trans- 
mitted to  the  President  of  the  United  States,  to  be  laid 
before  Congress  for  its  final  action,  on  or  before  the  1st 

day  of  January,  1846. 
Second.  Said  State,  when  admitted  into  the   Union, 

after  ceding  to  the  United  States  all  public  edifices,forti- 

ficalions,  barracks,  ports  and  harbors,  navy  and  navy- 
yards,  docks,  magazines,  arms,  armaments,  and  all  ottier 

property  and  means   pertaining  to   the   public  defense, 

belonging  to  the  said  Republic  of  Texas,  shall  retain  all 

the  public  funds,  debts,  taxes,  and  dues  of  every  kind 

which  may  belong  to,  or  be  due  or  owing  said  Republic  ; 

and  shall  also  retain  all  the  vacant   and  unappropriated    without  Slavery,  as  the  people  of  each  State,  so  hereafter 

lands  lying  within    its  limits,  to  be  applied  to  the    pay- 
ment of  debts  and  liabilities  of  said  Republic  of  Texas; 

and  the  residue  of  said  lands,  after  discharging  said  debts 

and  liabilities,  to  be  disposed  of  as  said  State  may  direct : 

but  in  no  event  are  said  debts  and  liabilities  to  become 

a  charge  upon  the  United  States. 

Third.  New  States  of  convenient  size,  not   exceeding 

four  in  number,  in  addition  to  said   State  of  Texas,  and 

having  sufficient  population, may  hereafter,by  the  consent 

of  said  State,  be    formed  out    of  the  Territory  therei'f, 

which  shall  be  entitled  to  admission  under  the  provisions  , 

of  the  Federal  Constitution,     And  such  States  as  may  be  '  01 

formed  out  of  that  portion  of  said  Territory,  lying  south 

of  thirty-six  degrees  thirty  minutes   north  latitude,  com- 
monly known  as  the  Missouri  Compromise  line,  shall  be 

admitted  into  the  Union,  with,  or  without  Slavery,  as  the 


and    Duncan    L.    Clinch,    and    Alexander 
Stephens,  of  Georgia,    (4)  Southern  Wliigs. 

jV'a(/,s- — all  the  Whigs  present  from  Free  States 
with  all  from  Slave  Slates,  but  the  four  just 
named;  with  the  following  Democrats  from 
Free  States : 

Maine.— Robert  P.  Dunlap,  Hannibal  Hamlin — 2. 
VER.MONT. — Paul  Dillingham,  jr. — 1. 
New-Hampshire. — John  P,  Hale — 1. 
j     Connecticut. — George  S.  Catlin — i. 
I     New-York  —Joseph  H.  Anderson,  Charles  S.  Benton, 
Jeremiah  E.  Carey,   Amasa   Dana,   Richard   D.  Davis, 
Byram  Green,  Preston    King,    Smith   M.  Purdy,  George 
i  Rathbun,  OrviUe  Robinson,  David  L.  Seymour,  Lemuel 
Stetson— 12. 

Ohio— Jacob   BrinckerholT,    AVilliam    C.   McCauslen, 
Joseph  Morris,  Henry  St.  John — 4. 
MicuiGAN.— James  B.  Hunt,  Robert  McClelland— 2. 

Total  Democrats  from  Free  States, 23. 

Total  Whigs  from  Free  and  Slave  States, 78. 

The  House  then  ordered  the  whole  proposi- 
tion to  a  third  reading  ibrthwith — Yeas,  120; 
Nays,  97— and  pa.ssed   it.  Yeas,  120;  Nays,  98. 

Yfas — all  the  Democrats  from  Slave  States, 
and  all  the  Democrats  from  Free  States,  except 
as  above  ;  with  Messrs.  Duncan  L.  Clinch,  Mil- 
ton Brown,  James  Dellet,  Willoughby  Newton, 
of  Virginia,  (who  therefrom  turned  Democrat), 
and  Alexander  H.  Stephens  of  Georgia,  (now 
Democrat),  from  Slave  States. 

JSfaya — all  the  Whigs  from  Free  States ;  all 
those  from  Slave  States  except  as  above  ;  with 
23  Democrats  from  Free  States. 

So  the  resolve  passed  the  House,  and  was 
sent  to  the  Senate  for  concurrence. 

In  Senate,  several  attempts  to  originate  action 
in  favor  of  Annexation  were  made  at  this  tes- 
sion,  but  nothing  came  of  them, 

February  'Mtli. — The  joint  resolution  afore- 
said from  the  House  was  taken  up  for  con- 
sideration by  30  Yeas  to  11  Nays  (all  Northern 
Whigs),  oil  the  27th,  Mr.  Walker,  of  Wiscon- 
sin, moved  to  add  an  alternative  proposition, 
contemi)latiiig  negotiation  as  the  means  of 
efiectiiig  the  meditated  end. 

Mr.  Foster,   (Whig)  of   Tennessee,    proposed 

That  the  State  of  Texas,  and  such  other  States  as  may 
be  formed  out  of  that  portion  of  the  present  Territory  ot 
Texas,  lying  south  of  thirty-six  degrees  thirty  ininutes 
north  latitule,  commonly  known  as  the  Missouri  Com- 
promise line,  shall   be  admitted  into  the  Union   with  or 


Yeas,  (all 


asking  admission,  may  desire. 

On  which  the  (luestion  was  taken. 
Whigs  but  3)  18  ;  Nays,  34. 

Various  amendments  were  proposed  and  voted 
down.  Among  them,  Mr.  Foster,  of  Tenn., 
moved  an  express  stipulation  that  Slavery  should 
be  tolerated  in  all  States  formed  out  of  the 
Territory  of  Texas,  south  of  the  Missouri  line 
36'^  30'.  Rejected — Yeas,  16  (Southern 
Whigs,  and  Sevier,  of  Arkansas) ;  .Nays,  33. 

Mr.  Miller,  of  N.  J.,  moved  that  the  existence  of  Sla- 
very be  forever  jirohibited  in  the  northern  and  northwest- 
ern part  of  said  Territory,  west  of  the   lOllth  degree  of 


people  of  each  State  asking  admission  may  desire;  and  ,  «^     P'     ,^,, '  V,^,„  u,.ee„wich,  so  as  to  divide,  asequally 
m  such  State  or  States  as  shall  be  formed  out  of  sa.d  i '^"^'JIJJ  ^^^    ,|,e  whole  of  the  annexed  country  between 


Territory,  north  of  said  Missouri  Compromise  line 
Slavery  or  involuntary  servitude  (except  for  crime)  shall 
be  prohibited. 

Mr.  Cave  Johnson,  of  Tennessee,  moved  the 
previous  question,  wliich  the  House  seconded — 
Yeas,  113  ;  Nay.s,  luti — and  then  the  amendment 


Slaveholding  and  Non-Slaveholding  States. 

Yeas,  11  ;  all  Northern  Whigs,  except  Mr, 
Crittenden.  Ky.     Nays,  33. 

The  vote  in  the  Senate  on  the  joint  resolution 
for    Annexation    stood,   Yeas,    26,   all    Demo- 
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crafri    iMit   ;};    Nuvs,    25,    (all  Wlii-s).      In    il,e 
lli>iis(>.  Yeas  134,  all  Doinociats  but  1  :  Nuvs  77 
(all  \Vlii;,'s).  •    '      ' 

TlIK  WILMOT    PROVISO. 

Texas  having  been  annexed  during  the  sum- 
iner  of  1^40,  in  pursuance  of  the  joint  ri'solu- 
lion  of  the  two  Houses  of  Congre.^s,  a  portion 
o(  the  United  States  Army,  under  Gen.  Tavlor, 
«as,  early  in  the  spring  of  1846,  moved  down 
to  the  east  hank  of  the  Rio  Grande  del  Norte, 
claimed  by  Te.xas  as  her  western  boundarv,  hut 
not  so  regarded  by  .Mexico.  A  hostile  eollision 
ensued,  resulting  in  war  between  the  United 
States  and  Mexico. 

It  was  early  thereafter  deemed  advisable  that 
a  considerable  sum  shoidd  be  placed  by  Con- 
gress at  the  President's  disposal  to  nerrotiato  an 
advantageous  Treaty  of  Peace  and  Limits  with 
tlie  Mexican  Government.  A  message  to  this 
eflVct  was  submitted  by  President  Polk  to  Con- 
gress, August  6th,  184C.,  and  a  bill  in  accord- 
ance with  its  suggestions  laid  before  the  House, 
which  proceded  to  consider  the  subject  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole.  The  bill  appropriatin-; 
$30,000  for  immediate  use  in  negotiations  witii 
Mexico,  and  placing  S2.no(VniO  more  at  the 
disposal  of  the  President,  to  be  employed  in 
making  peace,  Mr.  David  Uihnot,  of  Pa.,  after 
consultation  with  other  Northern  Democrats, 
oflered  the  following  Proviso,  in  addition  to  the 
first  section  of  the  bill : 

Praeiaed,  ThAt  ns  an  exprejs  and  fundamental  con- 
dition to  the  atquisilion  of  any  territory  from  the  Kei.ulv 
ucof  .Mt'Xico  l.y  the  Unileil  SlHU-s,by  virtue  of  any  tivaty 
which  iniiy  he  ii^potiHttd  between  iheni,  and  to  the  use 
hy  the  Kxeculive  of  the  moneys  herein  iii.|.n.priated, 
nniher  blavery  nor  involuntary  servitiid.-  shall  ever  exist 
n  any  fart  of  sai.l  T.Tritory,  exrept  for  crime,  whereof 
the  party  shall  be  Orst  duly  convicted. 

This  proviso  was  carried  in  Committee,  by  the 
strong  vote  of  eighty-three  to  sixtv-four— onlv 
three  Members  (Democrats)  from  the  Free- 
States,  it  was  said,  opposing  it.  (Xo  record  is 
made  of  individual  votes  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole.)  The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the 
House,  and  .Mr.  Rathbun,  of  N.  Y.,  moved  the 
previous  question  on  its  engrossment. 

Mr.  Tibbatts,  of  Ky.,  moved  that  it  do  lie  on 
the  table.  Defeated— Yeas,  79  ;  (Stephen  A. 
Dougla.a,  John  A.  McClernand,  John  Pettit. 
and  Robert  C.  Schenck,  voting  with  the  South 
to  lay  on  the  fable  ;)  Nays  <J3  ;  (  Henry  Grider 
and  William  P.  Thoinasson,  of  Ky.  (Wlnfsi 
voting  with  the  North  against  it.  ° 

The  bill  was  then  engrossed  for  its  third 
reading  by  Yeas  8.5,  Nays.  80  ;  and  thus  passed 
without  iurther  division.  A  motion  to  recon- 
sider was  laid  on  the  table — \'eii<>,  71  ;  Nays  83. 
So  the  bill  was  passed  and  sent  'to  the  Sen'ate, 
where  Mr.  Dixon  H.  Lewis,  of  Alabama,  moved 
that  the  Proviso  above  cited  be  stricken  out ; 
on  which  debate  arose,  and  Mr.  John  Davis  of 
Mass.,  was  speaking  when,  at  noon  of  August 
loth,  the  time  fixed  for  adjournment  haviu" 
arrived,  both  Houses  adjourned  without  day.    ° 


And  trfifrgax,  Conjjress,  in  tlie  nrfrnnizatlon  of  a  l^rrl- 
toilal  Rovernment,  at  an  early  jiei  lod  of  our  political  hi*- 
lorv,  established  a  principle  worthy  of  imitaiion  in  ali 
future  time,  furbid.liiig  the  existence  of  tluverv  in  frea 
ten  Itory  ;  'I  hcrefore, 

li'emdred.  That  in  any  Territory,  that  may  he  ac- 
quired from  Mexico,  over  which  i<liall  he  established 
territorial  Koveriiuients,  Slavery,  or  involuiilary  servi- 
tuile,  except  as  a  punishment  for  crime,  whereof  the 
paity  shall  have  been  iluly  convicted,  shall  be  forever 
piohibiled  ;  and  that  in  any  act  or  resolution  cstahliBh- 
ingsuch  governments,  a  fundamental  provision  ouehl  to 
be  inserted  to  that  e^ect. 

Mr.  R.  Prodhcad,  of  Penn.,  moved  that  this 
resolution  lie  on  the  table.  Carried:  Yeas,  lUo  ■ 
Nays,  93. 

Jfa.v_all  the  members  from  Slave  States, 
but  John  W.  Houston  (Whig),  of  Delaware', 
with  the  following  from  Free  States  (all  Demo- 
crats but  Levin)  : 

Maink.— Asa  W.    II    Clapp,  Franklin   Clark,   Jas    S. 
WiWy,  Hezekiah  Williams — t. 

Nkw-V,.i.k.— Ausbuin  Uirdsall,  David  S.  Jackson 
Frederick  W.  Lord,  William  II.  .Maclay— 4. 

Pknnsvlvania.— Uichard  lirodhead,  Charles  Brown 
LewiH  V.  Levin,  Job  Man— 4. 

Ohio.— William  Kcnnon,  jr.,  John  K.  Wilier,  Thomaii 
Richey,  William  Sawyer-4. 

iNDiA.SA.— Charles  W.  Cathcart,  Thomas  J.  Henley 
John  I'ettit,  John  L.  Robinson,  William  \\.  Wick— 5.        ' 

iLLi.Nois.— Orlando  B.  Ficklin,  John  A.  McClernand 
nilliam  A.  Kichardson,  Robert  Smith,  Thomas  J 
Turner — 5. 


1  he  XXXth  Congress  assembled  Dec.  6,  1817 
1-eb.   28th   184.^,   Mr,  Putnam  of  New- York 
moved  the  following: 

WUrea^,  In  the  settlement  of  the  dimculties  pending 
between  this  country  and  Mexico,  territory  may  be  a<> 
quired  in  which  Slavery  does  not  now  exist. 


Kni/x—AW  the  Whigs  and  a  large  majority  of 
the  Demoerals  from  Free  States,  with  John  W. 
Houston  aforesaid. 

This  vote  terminated  all  direct  action  in 
favor  of  the  Wilmot  Proviso  for  that  Session. 

July  18th. — In  Senate,  Mr.  Clayton,  of  Del., 
from  the  Select  Committee  to  wiiich  was  re- 
ferred, on  the  Pith  inst.,  the  bill  providing  a  ter- 
ritorial government  for  Oregon,  reported  a  bill 
to  establish  Territorial  governments  for  Oregon, 
New  Mexico,  and  California,  which  was  read. 
(It  proposed  to  submit  all  questions  as  to  the 
rightful  existence  or  extent  of  Slavery  in  the 
Territories  to  the  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court 
of  the  United  States.) 

Jill}/,  24th.— Second  reading.  Mr.  Baldwin, 
of  Conn.,  moved  to  strike  out  so  much  of  said 
bill  as  relates  to  California  and  New  Mexico. 
Rejected  :  Yea.s,  17  (Northern  Free  Soil  men  of 
both  parties);  Nays,  37. 

The  bill  was  discussed  through  several  suc- 
ceeding days.  On  the  2Cth,  Mr.  Claike,  of  R. 
I.,  moved  to  add  to  the  Gth  section : 

Provided,  houev«r.  That  no  law,  regulation,  or  act 
of  the  provisional  goveriinient  of  said  Territory  permit- 
ting Slavery  or  Involuntaiy  servitude  therein  shall  bo 
valid,  until  the  same  shall  be  approved  by  Congress." 

Rejected:  Yea.s,  19  [Col.  Benton,  aud  18 
Northern  Free.soilers  of  both  parties]  ;  Nays,  33. 

Mr.  Reverdy  Johnson,  of  Md.,  moved'  to 
amend  the  bill  by  inscrtin"-: 

Except  only,  that  in  all  cases  of  title  to  slaves  the 
■aid  writs  of  error  or  appeals  shall  be  allowed  and  de- 
cided by  the  said  .Supreme  Court  without  regard  to  the 
value  of  the  matter,  property,  or  title  in  controversy  ; 
aud  except,  also,  that  a  writ  of  error  or  appeal  shall 
also  be  allowed  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
Stales  from  the  decision  of  the  said  Supreme  Court  cre- 
ated by  this  act,  or  of  any  judge  thereof,  or  of  the  di«- 
trict  CourU  created  by  this  act,  or  of  any  judge  upon 
any  writ  of  habeas  coipus  involving  the  question  of  per- 
sonal freedom. 

Carried;  Yeas,  31  (all  sort,s);  Nay.s,  19  (ail 
Southern,  but  Bright,  Dickinson,  and  Hannegan). 

.Mr.  Baldwin,  of  Connecticut,  moved  an  addi- 
tional section,  as  follows  : 
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Sec.  87.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall  be 
the  duty  of  the  attorneys  for  said  Territories,  respec- 
tively, on  the  complaint  of  any  person  held  in  involun- 
taiy  servitude  therein,  to  make  application  in  his  be- 
half in  due  form  of  law,  to  the  court  next  thereafter  to 
be  holden  in  said  Territory,  for  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus, 
to  be  directed  to  the  person  so  holding  such  applicant 
in  service  as  aforesaid,  and  to  pursue  all  needful  mea- 
Rui  es  in  his  behalf;  and  if  the  decision  of  such  court  shall 
be  adverse  to  the  application,  or  if,  on  the  return  of  the 
writ,  relief  shall  be  denied  to  the  applicant,  on  the 
ground  that  he  is  a  slave  held  in  servitude  in  said  Terri- 
tory, said  attorney  shall  cause  an  appeal  to  be  taken 
therefrom,  and  the  record  of  all  the  proceedings  in  the 
case  to  be  transmitted  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
United  States  as  speedily  as  may  be,  and  to  give  notice 
thereof  to  the  Attorney  General  of  the  United  States, 
who  shall  prosecute  the  same  before  said  Court,  who 
shall  proceed  to  hear  and  determine  the  same  at  the 
first  term  thereof. 

Yeas,  15  (all  Northern,  except  Benton); 
Nays,  in. 

Mr.  Davis,  of  Mass.,  moved  to  strike  out  sec- 
tion 12,  and  insert  aa  follows: 

Sec.  12.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  so  much 
of  the  sixth  section  of  the  ordinance  of  the  18th  July, 
1787,  as  Is  contained  in  the  following  words;  viz.  'There 
shall  be  neither  Slavery  nor  involuntary  servitude  in  the 
said  Territory,  otherwise  than  in  the  punishment  of 
crimes,  whereof  the  party  shall  have  been  duly  con- 
victed,' shall  be  and  remain  in  force  in  the  Territory  of 
Oregon. 

This  was  defeated;  Yeas,  21  ;  Nays,  83. 
The  bill  was  then  engrossed  for  a  third  read- 
ing ;  Yeas,  S3  ;  Nays,  22  ;  as  follows  : 

Yeas — For  Clayton's  Compromise  : 

Messrs.  Atchison,  Houston, 

Atlierton.  Hunter, 

Benton,  Johnson,  Md. 

Berrien,  Johnson,  La. 

Borland,  Johnson,  Ga. 

Breese,  King, 

Bright,  Lewis, 

Butler,  Mangam, 

Calhoun,  Mason, 

Clayton,  Phelps, 

Davis,  Miss.  Rusk, 

Dicliinson,  Sebastian, 

Douglas,  gpruance, 

Downs,  Sturgeon, 

I'oote,  Turney, 

Hannegan,  Westcott, 
Yulee— 83. 

Nm/s — Against  Clayton's  bill : 

Messrs.  Allen,  Felch, 

Badger,  Fitzgerald, 

Baldwin,  Greene, 

Bell,  Hale, 

Bradbury,  Hamlin, 

Clarke,  Metcalf. 

Corwin,  Miller, 

Davis,  Mass.  Niles, 

Dayton,  Underwood, 

Dix,  Upham, 

Dodge,  Walker— 22. 

So  the  bill  was  engrossed,  and  immediately 
passed  without  a  division. 

July  28/;//.— Tills  bill  reached  the  House,  and 
was  taken  up  and  read  twice. 

Mr.  A.  H.  Stephens,  of  Ga.,  moved  that  the 
bill  do  lie  on  the  table.  Yeas  and  Nays  orderd, 
and  the  motion  prevailed:  Yeas,  li2;  Nays, 
97. 

Yeas,  all  the  Free  State  Whigs,  with  8  Whigs 
from  Slave  States ;  20  Democrats  from  Free 
States. 

Nays — 21  Democrats  from  Free  States,  with 
76  Democrats  and  Whigs  from  Slave  States. 

Mr.  Pollock,  of  Pa.,  moved  that  this  vote  be 
reconsidered,  and  that  the  motion  to  reconsider 
do  lie  on  the  table;  which  prevailed:  Yeas, 
113;  Nays,  96. 


So  Mr.  Clayton's  project  of  Compromise  was 
defeated. 

The  next  session  of  the  same  Congress  opened 
under  very  different  auspices.  The  Mexican 
War  had  been  terminated,  so  that  none  could 
longer  be  deterred  from  voting  for  Slavery  Ex- 
clusion by  a  fear  that  the  prosecution  of  hos- 
tilities would  thereby  be  embarrassed.  General 
Taylor  had  been  elected  President,  receiving 
the  votes  of  Delaware,  Maryland,  North  Caro- 
lina, Georgia,  Kentucky,  Tennessee,  Louisiana, 
and  Florida — a  inoiety  of  the  Slave  States — over 
Gen.  Cass,  now  the  avowed  opponent  of  Slavery 
Restriction.  Many  of  the  Northern  Democrats 
considered  themselves  absolved  by  this  vote  from 
all  extra-constitutional  obligations  to  the  South, 
and  voted  accordingly. 

Dec.  13.— Mr.   J.  M.   Root,   of  Ohio,  offered 

the  following : 

Besolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Territories  be  in- 
structed to  report  to  this  House,  with  as  little  delay  as 
practicable,  a  bill  or  bills  providing  a  Territorial  Govern- 
ment for  each  of  the  Territories  of  New  Mexico  and  Cali- 
fornia, and  excluding  Slavery  therefrom. 

A  call  of  the  House  was  had,  and  the  previous 
question  ordered. 

Mr.  W.  P.  Hall,  of  Mo.,  moved  that  the  same 
do  lie  on  the  table.     Lost :  Yeas,  80  ;  Nays,  106. 

The  resolve  then  passed :  Yeas,  108 ;  Nays, 
80,  viz. : 

Yeas — All  the  Whigs  from  Free  States,  and  all  the  De- 
mocrats, but  those  noted  as  Nays  below,  including  the  fol- 
lowing, who  had  voted  against  the  same  principle  at  the 
former  session : 

Maine. — Asa  W.  H.  Clapp,  James  S.  Wiley — 2. 

New-York. — Frederick  W.  Lord — 1. 

Ohio. — Thomas  Richey — 1. 

Indiana. — Charles  W.  Cathcart,  Thomas  J.  Henley,  John 
L.  Robinson,  William  '\V.  Wick — i. 

Illinois.- — Robert  Smith— 1. 

Messrs.  Clark  and  H.  Williams,  of  Maine,  Birdsall  and 
Maclay,  of  New-York,  Brodhead  and  Mann,  of  Pa.,  Pettit, 
of  Ind.,  Ficklin  and  McClelland,  of  111.,  who  voted  with 
the  South  at  the  former  session — now  failed  to  vote. 

Mr.  Jackson,  of  N.  Y ,  who  then  voted  with  the  South, 
had  been  succeeded  by  Mr.  H.  Greeley,  who  voted  with  the 
North. 

Nays — All  the  Members  voting  from  the  Slave  States, 
with  the  following  from  the  Free  States  : 

New- York.— Henry  C.  Murphy — 1. 

Pennsylvania.— Charles  Brown,  Charles  J.  Ingersoll — 2. 

Ohio. — William  Kennon,  jun.,  John  K.  Miller,  Wiliiaai 
Sawyer— 8. 

Illinois. — William  A.  Richardson — 1. 

Iowa. — Shepherd  Leffler — 1. 

Total  Nays  from  Free  States — 8. 

Mr.  Robinson,  of  Ind.,  moved  a  reconsidera- 
tion of  this  vote,  which  motion  (Dec.  18),  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Wentworth,  of  111.,  was  laid  on 
the  table:  Yeas,  105;  Nays,  83. 

The  Civil  and  Diplomatic  Appropriation  bill 
having  passed  the  House  in  the  usual  form,  came 
up  to  the  Senate,  where  it  was  debated  several 
days. 

Feb.  list. — Mr.  Walker,  of  Wise,  moved  an 
amendment,  extending  all  the  laws  of  the  United 
States,  so  far  as  applicable,  to  the  Territories 
acquired  from  Mexico. 

Mr.  Bell,  of  Tenii.,  moved  to  add  further  sec- 
tions organizing  the  State  of  California,  to  be 
admitted  into  the  Union  on  the  1st  of  October 
next.  This  was  rejected  :  Yeas,  4  (Bell,  Dodge 
of  Iowa,  Douglas,  Davis) ;  Nays,  39. 

Feb.  26th. — Mr.  Dayton,  of  N.  J.,  moved  that 
the  President  be  vested  with  power  to  provide 
a  suitable  temporary  government  for  the  Ter- 
ritories.    Rejected:  Yeas,  8  ;  Nays,  47. 
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The  question  recurred  on  Mr.  Walker's  ainciul- 
meiit,  which  was  carried :  Yea;-,  'I'J ;  Nav.-;, 
27. 

The  bill  beiiip;  returned  to  the  Ilou.^e,  thus 
amended,  tliis  aiueudineut  was  (March  2d)  voted 
down:   Yeas,  101;  Nays,  llo — as  follows:     ■ 

Yeax — all  the  members  from  the  Slave 
States,  with  the  following  from  the  Free  States, 
viz. : 

Maine — Ilezekiah  Williams— 1. 

Nkw-Yohk — Ausburn  Itiid^all — 1. 

Pk.nnsvlva.ma— t^amuol  \.  Bridpes,  Richard  Hrod- 
bead,  Cliattes  Brown,  Charles  J.  liigertoll,  Lewis  C 
Levin — 5. 

Onio — William  Kennon,  jr.,  WHllam  Sawyer— 2. 

Illinois— Orlando  B.  KiclUin,  Jolm  A.  McClernand, 
William  A.  Uicliardson — 8. 

Iowa — Shtpherd  Leiller — 1. 

Total,  thirteen  from  Free  States ;  cightv-cight 
from  Slave  States.  (Only  two  from  Slave  States 
absent  or  silent.) 

2^\iiis — all  the  Whigs  from  Free  States,  and  all 
the  Democrats  from  Free  States,  except  those 
named  above. 

So  the  liouse  refused  to  concur  in  this  amend- 
ment, and  the  bill  was  returned  to  the  Senate 
accordingly. 

The  Senate  resolved  to  insist  on  its  amend- 
ment, and  ask  a  conference,  which  was  granted, 
but  resulted  in  nothing.  Messrs.  Atherton,  of 
N.  H.,  Dickinson,  of  X.  Y.,  and  Berrien,  of  Ga., 
were  managers  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  and 
insisted  on  its  amendment,  organizing  the  Ter- 
ritories without  restriction  as  to  Slavery. 
Messrs.  Vinton,  of  Ohio,  Nicoll,  of  X.  Y.,  and 
Morehead,  of  Ky.,  were  appointed  on  the  part 
of  the  liouse.  These,  after  a  long  sitting,  re- 
ported their  inability  to  agree,  and  were  dis- 
cliarged. 

The  bill  being  now  returned  to  the  liouse,  Jfr. 
McClernand,  of  111.,  moved  that  the  House  do 
recede  from  its  disagreement.  Carried  :  Yeas, 
111 ;  Nay.a,  106. 

Mr.  K.  W.  Thompson,  of  Ind.,  moved  that  the 
House  concur  with  the  Senate,  with  an  amend- 
ment, which  was  a  substitute,  extending  the 
laws  of  the  United  States  over  said  Territories, 
but  leaving  them  unorganized, — 

And  that,  until  the  fourth  day  of  July,  eighteen  hundred 
and  fifty,  unless  Congress  shall  sooner  ))rovide  for  the 
government  of  said  Territories,  the  existing  laws  there- 
of shall  be  retained  and  observed. 

The  question  being  reached  on  amending  the 
Senate's  proposition  as  proposed  by  Mr.  Thomp- 
son, it  was  carried:   Yeas,  111  ;  Nays,  105. 

(All  the  Southern  members  in  the  negative, 
with  Levin  and  a  few  of  the  Northern  Demo- 
crats ;  the  residue,  with  all  the  Northern  Whigs, 
in  the  alfirniativc.) 

The  House  now  proceeded  to  agree  to  the 
Senate's  amendment,  at  amended  :  Yeas,  ll<i; 
Nays,  l(i3,  (the  same  as  before;  the  friends  of 
the  Senate's  proposition  voting  against  it,  as 
amended,  and  vice  verxa,  on  the  understanding 
that  Mr.  Thompson's  amendment  would  exclude 
Slavery.) 

The  bill  as  thus  amended  being  returned  to 
the  Senate,  it  refused  to  agree  to  the  House's 
amendment,  and  receded  from  its  own  proposi- 
tion ;  80  the  bill  was  passed  and  the  session 
closed,  with  no  provision  for  the  government  of 
the  newly-acquired  Territories. 


ORKGON. 

Ati;;.  G,  184G. — Mr.  Douglas,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Territories,  reported  to  the  House  a 
bill  organizing  the  Territory  of  Oregon. 

Said  bill  was  discussed  in  Committee  of  the 

Whole,  and  the  following  amendment  agreed  to  : 

And  neither  Slavery,  nor  involuntary  servitude  shall 
ever  exist  in  said  Territory,  except  fi)r  crime  whereof 
the  party  shall  have  been  duly  convicted. 

On  coming  out  of  Committee,  this  amend- 
ment was  agreed  to — Yeas,  108  ;  Nays,  44.  (Tho 
Nays  are  all  Southern,  but  Charles  J.  IngersoU, 
Orlando  13.  Fioklin,  and  possibly  one  or  two 
others;  atid  all  Democrats,  but  some  half  a 
dozen  from  the  South,  of  whom  Robert  Toombs 
has  .<;inee  turned  Democrat.)  Stephen  A.  Doug- 
las did  not  vote.  Tiie  bill  passed  the  House 
without  further  opposition,  was  read  twice  in 
the  Senate,  and  referred;  and  Mr.  Westcott,  of 
Florida,  made  a  report  thereon  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Territories ;  but  the  session  closed 
without  further  action  on  the  bill. 

This  Congress  reassembled,  Dec.  "Zth,  1846. 
On  the  23d,  Mr.  Douglas  again  reported  his 
bill  to  provide  a  Territorial  government  for 
Oregon,  which  was  read  twice  and  committed  : 
Jan.  11th,  1847,  was  discussed  in  Committee, 
as  also  on  the  12th  and  14th,  when  it  was 
resolved,  to  close  the  debate.  On  the  l.'ith,  it 
was  taken  out  of  Committee,  when  Gen.  Burt, 
of  S.  C,  moved  the  following  ad<lition  (already 
moved,  debated,  and  voted  down  in  Committee) 
to  the  clause  forbidding  Slavery  in  said  Terri- 
tory : 

Inasmuch  as  the  whole  of  said  Territory  lies  north  of 
thirty-six  degrees  thirty  minutes  north  lulilude,  known 
as  the  line  of  the  Missouri  Compromlbe. 

The  purpose  of  this  is  clear  enough.  It  was 
intended  to  recognize  the  Missouri  line,  not  as 
limited  to  the  Territories  possessed  by  the  United 
States  at  the  time  saiii  line  was  established, 
but  as  extending  to  all  that  has  since  been,  or 
hereafter  should  be,  acquired,  so  as  to  legalize 
Slavery  in  any  Territory  henceforth  to  be 
acquired  by  us  south  of  30*^  30'. 

Mr.  Burt's  amendment  was  negatived  :  Yeas, 
82;  Nay.s,  114. 

The  vote  was  very  nearly  sectional  ;  but  tho 
following  members  from  Free  States  voted  in 
the  minority  : 

Pbnksylvania — Charles  J.  TngersoU — 1. 
iLLi.Noig— Slejihen  A.  IJougl.'iS,  Uobt.  Smith — 2. 
Iowa— C.  S.  llaatings— 1.     Ju  all,  6. 

No  member  from  a  Slave  State  voted  in 
the  majority.  The  bill  then  passed:  Yeas,  134; 
Nays,  ;',;"),  (ail  Southern). 

Jan.  15. — The  bill  reached  the  Senate,  and 
was  sent  to  the  Judiciary  Coriimiitee,  consisting 
of 

Messrs.  Ashley,  Ark.      Berrien,  G:i.  Wi.'stcotl,  Fla. 

Breese,  III.        Dayton,  N.  J. 

Jan.  25. — Mr.  Ashley  reported  the  Oregon 
bill  with  amendments,  which  were  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

29.— Said  bill,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Westcott, 
was  recommitted  to  the  Judiciary  Committee. 

Feb  10. — Mr.  Ashley  again  reported  it  with 
amendments. 

March  3. --It  was  taken  up  as  in  Coinmitteo 
of  the  Whole,  when  Mr.  Evan.s,  of  Maine,  moved 
that  it  be  laid  on  the  table.     Defeated :  Yeas, 
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19,  (all  Whigs  but  Calhoun,  of  S.  C,  and  Yulee 
of  Florida);  Nays,  26,  (24  Dem.,  with  Corvvin 
of  Ohio,  and  Johnson  of  Louisiana.) 

Mr.Westcott,  of  Fla.,  immediately  moved  that 
the  bill  do  lie  on  the  table,  whicli  prevailed: 
Yeas,  26;  Nays,  18  (a  mixed  vote,  evidently 
governed  by  various  motives) ;  but  the  nega- 
tives were  all  Democrats,  but  Corwin  and  John- 
son aforesaid.  This  being  the  last  day  of  the 
session,  it  was  evident  that  the  bill,  if  opposed, 
as  it  was  certain  to  be,  cbuld  not  get  through, 
and  it  was,  doubtless,  in  behalf  of  other  press- 
ing business  that  many  Senators  voted  to  lay 
this  aside.  It  was,  of  course,  dead  for  the  ses- 
sion. 

Dec.  6,  184.7. — The  XXXth  Congress  assem- 
bled ;  Robert  C.  Winthrop  (Whig)  of  Mass.  was 
chosen  Speaker  of  the  House.  President  Polk, 
in  his  Annual  Message,  regretted  that  Oregon 
had  not  already  been  organized,  and  urged  the 
necessity  of  action  on  the  subject. 

Feb.  9. — Mr.  Caleb  B.  Smith,  of  Indiana,  re- 
ported to  the  House  a  bill  to  establish  the  terri- 
torial government  of  Oregon  ;  which,  by  a  vote 
of  two-thirds,  was  made  a  special  order  for 
March  14th.  It  was  postponed,  however,  to 
the  28tli ;  when  it  was  taken  up  and  discussed, 
as  on  one  or  two  subsequent  days.  3fai/  29th, 
it  was  again  made  a  special  order  next  after  the 
Appropriation  bills.  The  President  that  day 
sent  a  special  message,  urging  action  on  this 
subject.  July'ibih,  it  was  taken  up  in  earnest; 
Mr.  Wentworth,  of  Illinois,  moving  that  debate 
on  it  in  Committee  cease  at  two  o'clock  this 
day. 

Mr.  Geo.  S.  Houston,  of  Ala.,  endeavored  to 
put  this  motion  on  the  table.  Defeated:  Yeas 
85  ;  Nays  89,  (nearly,  but  not  fully,  a  sectional 
division).  Mr.  Geo.  W.  Jones,  of  tenn.,  moved 
a  reconsideration,  which  was  carried :  Yeas, 
100 ;  Nays,  88  ;  and  the  resolution  laid  on  the 
table  :  Yeas,  96  ;  Nays,  90. 

The  bill  continued  to  be  discussed,  and 
finally  (Aug.  1)  was  got  out  of  Committee; 
when  Mr.  0.  B.  Smith  moved  the  Previous 
Question  thereon,  which  was  ordered. 

Aug.  2. — The  House  came  to  a  vote  on  an 
amendment  made  in  Committee,  whereby  the 
following  provision  of  the  original  bill  was 
stricken  out  : 

That  the  inhabitaots  of  said  Torritory  shall  be  enti- 
tled to  enjoy  all  and  singular,  the  rights,  privileges,  and 
advantages  granted  'and  secured  to  the  people  of  the 
Territory  of  the  United  States  northwest  of  the  river 
Ohio,  by  the  articles  of  compact  contained  in  the  ordi- 
nance for  the  governuifcnt  of  said  Territory,  passed  the 
13th  day  of  July,  seventeen  liundred  and  eigiity-seven  ; 
and  shall  be  .subject  to  all  the  conditions,  and  restric- 
tions, and  prohibitions  in  said  articles  of  compact  im- 
posed upon  the  people  of  said  territory,  and — 

The  House  refused  to  agree  to  this  amend- 
ment:  Yeas,  88  ;  Nays,  114. 

The  Members  from  the  Free  States  who  voted 
with  the  South  to  strike  out,  were — 

New  York. — Ausburn  Birdsall — 1. 

Ohio. — William  Kennon,  jun.,  John  K.  Miller — 2. 

Illinois. — Orlando  B.  Ficklin,  John  A.  McClernand, 
William  A   Richardson— 3. 

Indiana. — John  L.  Robinson,  William  W.  Wick — 2. 

Mr.  John  W.  Uouslon  of  Delaware  voted  in  the  ma- 
jority. 

The  bill  was  then  passed:  Yeas,  128  ;  Nays, 
•71. 

[This  vote  was  almost  completely  sectional. 


Mr.  Houston,  of  Delaware,  voting  in  the  majority 
as  before:  otherwise,  members  from  the  Free 
States  in  the  affirmative  ;  those  from  the  Slave 
States  in  the  negative.] 

Aur/.  3. — This  bill  reached  tlie  Senate,  when 
Mr.  Badger,  of  N.  C,  moved  its  indefinite  post- 
ponement:  negatived,  47  to  1,  (Yulee).  It  was 
then  sent  to  the  Committee  on  Territories. 

The  Senate  had  had  under  consideration, 
from  time  to  time  through  the  Session,  a  bill 
of  its  own,  reported  by  Mr.  Douglas,  which  was 
finally  referred  to  a  select  Committee — Mr.  Clay- 
ton, of  Delaware,  Chairman — and  by  said  com- 
mittee reported  some  days  before  the  reception 
of  the  House  bill.     It  was  then  dropped. 

Auf).  0. — Mr.  Douglas  reported  the  House 
bill,  with  amendments,  which  were  printed. 

Aug.  10.  —  After  some  days'  debate,  the 
Senate  proceeded  to  vote.  Mr.  Foote,  of  Miss., 
moved  that  the  bill  do  lie  on  the  table.  De- 
feated :  Yeas,  15  (Southern) ;  Nays,  36. 

On  the  question  of  agreeing  to  this  amend- 
ment : 

Inasmuch  as  the  said  Territory  is  north  of  thirty-six 
deg  thirty  min.,  usually  known  as  the  [line  of  the]  Mis- 
souri Compromise. 

It  was  rejected  :  Yeas,  2  (Bright  and  Dou- 
glas) ;  Nays,  52. 

Mr.  Douglas  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  by  in- 
serting after  the  word  "  enacted  :" 

That  the  line  of  thirty-six  degrees  and  thirty 
minutes  of  north  latitude,  known  as  the  Missouri  Com- 
promise line,  as  defined  in  the  eighth  section  of  an  act 
entitled,  "  An  Act  to  authorize  the  people  of  the  Missouri 
Territory  to  form  a  Consiitutional  and  State  Govern- 
ment, and  for  the  admission  of  such  State  into  the  Union- 
on  an  equal  footing  wiih  the  original  States,  and  to  pro- 
hibit Slavery  in  certain  Territories,  approved  March  6lh, 
1S20,"  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  declared  to  extend  to 
the  Pacific  Ocean ;  and  the  said  eighth  section,  together 
with  the  compromise  therein  effected,  is  hereby  revived, 
and  declared  to  be  in  full  foioe  and  binding,  for  the 
future  organization  of  the  Territories  of  the  United 
States  in  the  same  sense,  and  with  the  same  understand- 
ing with  which  it  was  originally  adopted  ;  and — 

Which  was  carried  :  Yeas,  33 ;  Nays,  21 ;  as  fol 
lows : 

Yeas — For  recognizing  the  Missouri  line  as 
rightfully  extending  to  the  Pacific : 


jssrs.  Atchison, 

Hannegan, 

Badger, 

Houston, 

Bell, 

Hunter, 

Benton, 

Johnson  of  Md., 

Berrien, 

Johnson  of  La., 

Borland, 

Johnson  of  Ga., 

Bright, 

King, 

Butler, 

Lewis, 

Calhoun, 

Mangum, 

Cameron, 

Mason, 

Davis  of  Mis3., 

Metcalf, 

Dickinson, 

Pearce, 

Douglas, 

Sebastian, 

Downs, 

gpruance. 

Fitzgerald, 

Sturgeon, 

Foote  of  Miss., 

Turuey, 

Underwood- 

-33. 

Nays — Against  recognizing  said  line: 

;ssrs.  Allen, 

Dodge, 

Atherton, 

Felch, 

Baldwin, 

Greene, 

Bradbury, 

Hale, 

Breese, 

Hamlin, 

Clarke, 

Miller, 

Corwin, 

Nilea, 

Davis  of  Mass., 

Phelps, 

Dayton, 

Uphain, 

Dix, 

AValker, 

Webster— 21. 

The  bill  was  then  engrossed  for  a  third  read- 
ing :  Yeas,  33  ;  Nays,  22  ;  (nearly  the  same  as 
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IS 


before — YTestcott    of    Florida    added    to     the 
Nays — and  thus  passed). 

Aitff     11. — The    bill,    thus   amended,    havini; 
been  returned  to  the   House,   ilie   ainnidinen" 
of   .Mr.    Douglas,    just    recited,    was    rejected  : 
Yeas,  8:i  ;   Nays,  iJl. 
Yeas  from  Free  States  : 

Nkw  Y.'RK.  — Aushurn  Binlsalt — t. 

l'k.«i.vsYLVi.MA.-Cliailes  Brown,  Charles  J,  IneersoU— 2. 

Total— S. 

Otherwise,  from  Slave  State.s,  all  Yeas  :  from 
Free  States,  all  Nays. 

AuQ.  12. — The  Senate,  after  voting  down 
various  propositions  to  lay  on  the  table,  etc., 
finally  decided  to  rereile  from  its  amendments  to 
the  Oregon  bill,  and  pass  it  as  it  came  from  the 
House  :  Yeas,  29 ;  Navs,  25  (all  from  Slave 
States). 

So  the  bill  becanu"  a  law,  and  Orejjon  a  Terri- 
tory, under  the  original  JefliMsoii  or  Dane  Pro- 
viso against  Slavery. 

THE    COMPROMISE    OF    1850. 

The  XXXIst  Congress  commenced  its  first 
Session  at  Washington,  Dec.  8,  1849;  but  the 
House  was  unable  to  organize — no  person  re- 
ceiving a  majority  of  all  the  votes  for  Speaker 
— until  the  •22nd,  when,  the  PluraJiiy  rule  hav- 
ing been  adopted  by  a  vote  of  113  to  lii6,  Mr. 
Howell  Cobb,  of  Ga.,  was  elected,  having  102 
votes  to  lOit  for  Robert  C.  Winthrop  of  Mass., 
and  2<)  scattering.  It  was  thereupon  resolved 
—Yeas,  149  ;  Nays,  35—"  Tiiat  Howell  Cobb  be 
declared  duly  elected  Speaker;"  and  on  the 
24th  President  Zachary  Taylor  transmitted  to- 
both  Houses  his  first  Annual  Message,  in  the 
course  of  which  he  says  : 

No  civil  government  having  been  provided  by  Con- 
gress for  California,  tlie  prople  of  that  Territory,  im- 
pelled by  the  n-ce.'siiies  of  their  political  comiitinn, 
recently  met  io  Convention,  for  the  purpose  of  forming 
a  Consiitution  and  State  Government  ;  which,  the  late^t 
advices  give  me  reason  to  suppose,  has  been  accom- 
plished ;  and  it  is  believed  they  will  shortly  ap|dy  for  tlie 
admission  of  California  into  the  Union,  a-<  a  Sovereign 
8;ate.  Shoulil  such  he  the  case,  and  should  their  consii- 
tution be  conformable  to  the  requisitions  of  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  States,  I  recommend  their  applica- 
tion to  the  favorable  consideration  of  Congress. 

The  people  of  New-Mexico  will  also,  it  is  believed, 
at  no  very  distant  period,  present  themselves  for  nduiis- 
sion  into  the  Union.  Preparatory  to  the  admission  nf 
California  and  .N'ew-Mexico,  the  people  of  each  will  have 
iiistituteil  for  tl'.emselves  a  republican  form  of  govern- 
ment, laying  in  foundation  in  such  principles,  and 
organizing  its  power  in  sui-h  form,  as  to  them  shall  seem 
most  like'y  to  elT-ct  their  safety  and  happiness. 

By  awating  their  action,  all  uneasiness  mav  be 
avoided  ami  confidence  and  kind  feeling  preserved. 
With  a  view  of  maintaining  the  harmony  and  tranquillity 
so  dear  to  all,  we  should  abstain  from  the  introduction  of 
those  exciting  topics  of  a  sectional  character  which  have 
h;the:to  i>roduced  painful  apprehensions  in  the  public 
mind  ;  and  I  repeat  the  solemn  warning  of  the  first  and 
most  illustrious  of  my  predecessors,  against  furnishing 
any  ground  for  characterizing  parties  by  geograjihical 
discriaiinations. 

Jan.  4. — Gen.  Sam.  Houston,  of  Te.xas,  sub- 
mitted to  the  Senate  the  following  proposition  ; 

Wktreat.  The  Congress  of  the  United  States,  possess- 
ing only  a  delegated  authoitv,  have  no  power  over  the 
»ul)ject  of  Negro  Slavery  within  the  limits  of  the  United 
States,  either  to  prohibit  or  interfere  with  it,  in  the  State*, 
Te  ritor-.es,  or  District,  where,  by  n.unic'pal  law,  it  now 
exists,  or  to  establish  it  in  any  State  or  Territory  where 
it  does  not  exist ;  but,  as  an  assurance  and  gua  anty  to 
promote  harmony,  quiet  apprehension  and  remove  sec- 
tional prejudice,  which  by  po:>sibility  might  impair  or 
weaken  love  and  devo'inn  to  the  Uhion  in  any  part  of 
the  country,  it  is  hereby 


Retolved,  That,  as  the  people  in  Territories  have  the 
same  inherent  lights  of  sell-government  as  the  people  in 
the  States,  if  in  the  exercise  of  »ucn  inlic— nt  riyhts  the  peo- 
j  pie  in  the  newly-acquTed  Te  riiories,  by  tne  .Annexation 
I  of  Texas  and  the  acquisition  of  Cal  fornia  and  New-Mexi- 
co, south  of  the  parallel  of  ;it)  degrees  and  IfU  minutes  of 
north  latitude,  extending  to  the  Pacific  Ocean,  shall  estab- 
lish Negio  Slavery  in  the  format  on  of  tlitir  state  govern- 
ments, it  shall  be  deemed  no  objection  to  their  admission 
OS  a  Slate  or  Stales  into  the  Union,  in  accoidaucc  with 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States. 

J<iu.  21. — Gen.  Taylor,  in  answer  to  a  resolu- 
tion of  imiuiry,  sent  a  mes.sage  to  tlie  House, 
stating  that  he  had  urged  the  formation  of 
State  Governments  in  California  and  New- 
Mexico. 

I'el).  13,  1851). — Gen.  Taylor  communicated 
to  Congress  the  Constitution  (frecj  of  the  State 
of  Caliiornia. 

Jan.  29,  1850.— Mr.  Henry  Clay,  of  Kentucky, 
subiniued  to  the  Senate  the  following  pro- 
positions, with  others,  which  were  made  a  special 
order  and  printed : 

1.  liesolced.  That  Califo-nia.  with  suitable  boun- 
daries, ought,  upon  her  aiiplicatiou,  to  be  admitted  as 
one  of  the  States  of  this  Union,  without  the  imposition  by 
Congress  of  any  res  riction  in  respect  to  the  exclusion  or 
introduction  of  Slavery  within  those  boundaries. 

2.  BeHulved,  That  as  Slavery  does  not  exist  by  law, 
and  is  not  likely  to  be  introduced  into  any  of  the  terri- 
tory acquired  by  the  United  States  from  the  Uepublic  of 
.^lexico,  it  is  inexpedient,  for  Congress  to  provide  by  law 
either  for  its  introduction  into,  or  exclusion  from,  any 
part  of  the  said  Teriiio;y  ;  and  that  appiopriate  terri- 
torial governments  ought  to  be  established  by  Congress, 
in  all  the  said  Territory,  not  assigned  as  within  the  boun- 
daries of  the  proposed  State  of  California,  without  the 
adoption  of  any  restriction  or  condition  on  the  subject  of 
Slavery. 

5.  /lesolveif,  That  it  is  inexpedient  to  abolish  Slavery 
in  the  District  of  Columbia,  wliilst  that  institution  con- 
tinues to  exist  in  the  State  of  .Maryland,  wiihout  the  con- 
sent of  that  State,  without  the  consent  of  the  people  of 
the  District,  and  without  just  compensation  to  the 
owners  of  slaves  within  the  District. 

6.  £ut  lienolreJ,  That  it  in  expedient  to  prohibit,  with- 
in the  District,  the  slave-trade  in  slaves  brought  into  U 
from  States  or  places  beyond  the  limits  ol  the  District, 
either  to  be  sold  therein  as  merchandise,  or  to  be 
transported  to  other  markets  without  the  District  of 
Columbia. 

7.  Resolved,  That  more  effectual  provision  ought  to  be 
made  by  law.  according  to  the  requlreiiitnt  of  the  Con- 
stitution, for  the  restitution  and  del.ve  'y  of  peisons  bound 
to  service  or  labor  in  any  State,  who  may  escape  into  any 
other  State  or  Icrritory  in  the  Union.     .\nd, 

8.  IlenolveJ,  That  Congiess  has  no  power  to  prohibit  or 
obstruct  the  trade  in  slaves  between  the  slaveholdinfr 
States,  but  that  the  admission  or  exclusion  of  slaves 
brought  from  one  into  another  of  them,  depends  exclu- 
sively upon  their  own  particular  laws. 

Feb.  28.— Mr.  John  Bell,  of  Tenne.>5see.  sub- 
mitted to  the  Senate  the  following  proposi- 
tions : 

WhereaJi,  Considerations  of  'he  highest  interest  to  the 
whole  country  •lemand  that  the  existing  and  incre.isin^ 
dissensions  between  the  North  ami  tlie  South,  on  the 
subject  of  Slavery,  should  be  speedily  arrested,  and  tha', 
the  questions  in  controversy  be  adjusted  upon  some  basio 
whicii  shall  tend  to  give  present  quiet,  repress  sectional 
animosities,  remove,  as  far  as  possible,  the  causes  of 
fulurt;  discord,  and  secure  the  nniinerrupted  enjoyment 
of  those  benefits  and  advantagi-s  which  the  Union  was 
intended  to  confer  in  equal  measure  upon  all  its  mem- 
bers ; 

An'1,wherea*,  It  is  manl.'cst,  under  p-esent  circum- 
stances, that  no  adjustment  r.an  be  elfected  of  t'le  points 
of  difference  unhappily  existing  between  the  Northern 
and  Southe'  n  sections  of  the  Union,  connected  with  the 
subject  of  Slavery,  which  shall  secure  to  eitlier  section  all 
that  is  contended  for,  and  that  mutual  concessions  upon 
questions  of  me  e  pol  cy,  not  involving  the  violation  of 
any  constitutional  r  ght  'ir  principle,  must  be  the  basis  of 
every  project  alTo.  ding  any  assurance  of  a  favorable  ac- 
ceptance ; 

And,  whereas.    The   joint  resolution    for   annexinj 
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Texas  to  the  United  States,  approved  March  1,  lS4o,  con- 
tains the  following  condition  and  guaranty— that  is  to 
say :  "  New  States  of  convenient  size,  not  exceeding  four 
in  number,  in  addition  to  said  titate  of  Texas,  and  hav- 
ing sufficient  population,  may  hereafter,  by  the  consent 
of  said  State,  be  formed  out  of  the  territory  thereof, 
which  shall  be  entitled  to  admission  under  ihe  provi- 
sions of  the  Federal  Constitution  ;  and  such  States  as 
may  be  formed  out  of  that  portion  of  said  Territory  lying 
south  of  thirty-six  degrees  thirty  minutes  north  latitude, 
commonly  known  as  tlie  Missouri  Compromise  line,  shall 
be  admitted  into  the  Union  with  or  without  Slavery,  as 
the  people  of  each  State,  asking  admission  may  desire  ; 
and  in  such  State  or  States  as  shall  be  formed  out  of 
said  territory  north  of  said  Missouri  Compromise  line, 
Slavery,  or  involuntary  servitude  (except  for  crime), 
shall  be  prohibited  :"  Therefore,  _ 

1.  Resolced,  That  the  obligation  to  comply  with  the 
condition  and  guaranty  above  recited  in  good  faith  be 
distinctly  recognized,  and  that,  in  part  compUance  with 
the  same,  as  soon  as  the  people  of  Texas  shall,  by  an  act 
of  their  legislature,  signify  their  assent  by  restricting  the 
limits  thereof,  within  the  Territory  lying  east  of  the 
Trinity  and  south  of  the  Red  Kiver,  and  when  the  people 
of  the  residue  of  the  territory  claimed  by  Texas  adopt  a 
constitution,  republican  in  form,  they  be  admitted  into 
Union  upon  an  equal  footing  in  all  respects  with  the  ori- 
ginal States. 

2.  Resoloed,  That  if  Texas  shall  agree  to  cede,  the 
United  States  will  accept,  a  cession  of  all  the  unappro- 
priated domain  in  all  the  Territory  claimed  by  Texas,  ly- 
ing west  of  the  Colorado  and  extending  north  to  the 
forty-second  parallel  of  north  latitude,  together  with  the 
jurisdiction  and  sovereignty  of  all  the  territory  claimed 
by  Texas,  north  of  the  thirty-fourth  parallel  of  north 

latitude,  and  to  pay  therefor  a  sum  not  exceeding 

millions  of  dollars,  to  be  applied  in  the  first  place  to  the 
extinguishment  of  any  portion  of  the  existing  public 
debt  of  Texas,  for  the  discharge  of  which  the  United 
States  are  under  any  obligation,  implied  or  otherwise, 
and  the  remainder  as  Texas  shall  require. 

3.  Hisolved,  That  when  the  population  of  that  portion 
of  the  Territory  claimed  by  Texas,  lying  south  of  the 
thirty-fourth  parallel  of  north  latitude  and  west  of  the 
Colorado,  shall  be  equal  to  the  ratio  of  representation  in 
Congress,  under  the  last  preceding  apportionment,  ac- 
cording to  the  provisions  of  the  Constitution,  and  the 
people  of  such  Territory  shall,  with  the  assent  of  the  new 
State  contemplated  in  the  preceding  resolution,  have 
adopted  a  State  Constitution,  republican  in  form,  they 
be  admitted  into  the  Union  as  a  State,  upon  an  equal 
footing  with  the  original  States. 

Resolved,  That  all  the  Territory  now  claimed  by  Texas, 
lying  north  of  the  thirty-fourth  parallel  of  north  latitude, 
and  which  may  be  ceded  to  the  United  States  by  Texas, 
be  incorporated  with  the  Territory  of  New-Mexico,  ex- 
cept such  part  thereof  as  lies  east  of  the  Kio  Grande  and 
Bouth  of  the  thirty-fourth  degree  of  Btorth  latitude,  and 
that  the  Territory  so  composed  form  a  State,  to  be  ad- 
mitted into  the  Union  when  the  inhabitants  thereof  shall 
adopt  a  State  Constituiion,  republican  in  form,  with  the 
consent  of  Congress ;  but  in  the  mean  time,  and  until 
Congress  shall  give  such  consent,  provision  be  made  for 
the  government  of  the  inhabitants  of  said  Territory  suit- 
able to  their  condition,  but  without  any  restriction  as  to 
Slavery. 

5.  Re-solved,  That  all  the  Territory  ceded  to  the 
United  States,  by  the  Treaty  of  Guadaloupe  Hidalgo, 
lying  west  of  said  Territory  of  New  Mexico,  and  east  of 
Uie  contemplated  new  State  of  California,  for  the  present, 
constitute  one  Territory,  and  for  which  some  form  of 
government  suitable  to  the  condition  of  the  inhabitants 
be  provided,  without  any  restriction  as  to  Slavery. 

6.  Resolved,  That  the  Constitution  recently  formed 
by  the  people  of  the  western  portion  of  California,  and 
presented  to  Congress  by  the  President,  on  the  I3th  day 
of  February,  1850,  be  accepted,  and  that  they  be  admit- 
ted into  the  Union  as  a  State,  upon  an  equal  footing  in 
all  respects  with  the  original  Slates. 

Resolved,  That,  in  future,  the  formation  of  State  Con- 
stitutions, by  the  inhabitants  of  the  Territories  of  the 
United  States,  be  regulated  by  law ;  and  that  no  such 
Constitution  be  hereafter  formed  or  adopted  by  the  in- 
habitants of  any  Terjitory  belonging  to  the  United 
States,  without  the  consent  and  authority  of  Congress. 

8.  Resolced,  That  the  inhabitants  of  any  Territory  of 
the  United  States,  when  they  shall  be  authorized  by  Con- 
gress to  form  a  State  Constitution,  shall  have  the  sole 
and  exclusive  power  to  regulate  and  adjust  all  questions 
of  internal  Stale  policy,  of  whatever  nature  they  may  be, 
controlled  only  by  ttie  restrictions  expressly  imposed  by 
ti:e  Constitution  of  the  United  States. 

«.  Resolved,  That  the   Committee    on  Territories  be 


instructed  to  report  a  bill  in  conformity  with  the  spirit 
and  principles  of  the  foregoing  resolutions. 

A  debate  of  unusual  duration,  earnestness, 
and  ability  ensued,  mainly  on  Mr.  Clay's  Reso- 
lutions. They  were  regarded  by  uncompromis- 
ing champions,  whether  of  Northern  or  of  South- 
ern views,  but  especially  of  the  latter,  as  con- 
ceding substantially  the  matter  in  dispute  to 
the  other  side.     Thus, 

January  29th. — Mr.  Clay  having  read  and 
briefly  commented  on  his  propositions,  seria<?7rt, 
he  desired  that  they  should  be  held  over  with- 
out debate,  to  give  time  for  consideration,  and 
made  a  special  order  for  Monday  or  Tuesday 
following.     But  this  was  not  assented  to. 

Mr.  Foote,  of  Mississippi,  spoke  against  them 

generally,  saying: 

If  I  understand  the  resolutions  properly,  they  are  ob- 
jectionable, as  it  seems  to  me, 

1.  Because  they  only  assert  that  it  is  not  expedient 
that  Congress  should  abolish  Slavery  in  the  District  of 
Columbia ;  thus  allowing  the  implication  to  arise  that 
Congress  has  power  to  legislate  on  the  subject  of  Slavery 
in  the  District,  which  may  hereafter  be  exercised,  if  it 
should  become  expedient  to  do  so  ;  whereas,  I  hold  that 
Congress  has,  under  the  Constitution,  no  such  power  at 
all,  and  that  any  attempt  thus  to  legislate  would  be  a 
gross  fraud  upon  all  the  States  of  the  Union. 

2.  The  Resolutions  of  the  honorable  Senator  assert 
that  Slavery  does  not  now  exist  by  law  in  the  Territories 
recently  acquired  from  Mexico ;  whereas,  I  am  of 
opinion  that  the  treaty  with  the  Mexican  republic  carried 
the  Constitution,  wU/i  till  its  g uarantles,  to  all  the  Ter- 
ritory obtained  by  treaty,  and  secured  the  privilege  to 
every  Southern  slaveholder  to  enter  any  part  of  it,  at- 
tended by  his  slave-propeity,  and  to  enjoy  the  same 
therein,  free  from  all  molestation  or  hindrance  whatso- 
ever. 

3.  Whether  Slavery  is  or  is  not  likely  to  be  introduced 
into  these  Territories,  or  into  any  of  them,  is  a  proposi- 
tion too  uncertain,  in  my  judgment,  to  be  at  present 
positively  affirmed ;  and  I  am  unwilling  to  make  a 
solemn  legislative  declaration  on  the  point.  Let  the 
future  provide  the  appropriate  solution  of  Viis  inte- 
resting question. 

4.  Considering,  as  I  have  several  times  heretofore  for- 
mally declared,  the  title  of  Texas  to  all  the  Territory 
embraced  in  her  boundaries,  as  laid  down  in  her  law  of 
1636,  full,  complete,  and  undeniable,  1  am  unwilling  to 
say  anything,  by  resolution  or  otherwise,  which  may  in 
the  least  degree  draw  that  title  into  question,  as  I  think 
is  done  in  one  of  the  resolutions  of  the  honorable  Sena- 
tor from  Kentucky.  

6.  As  to  the  abolition  of  the  slave-trade  in  the  District 
of  Columbia,  I  see  no  particular  objection  to  it,  provided 
it  is  done  in  a  delicate  and  judicious  manner,  and  is  not 
a  concession  to  the  menaces  and  demands  of  factiouists 
aad  fanatics.  If  other  questions  can  be  adjusted,  this 
one  will,  perhaps,  occasion  but  little  difficulty. 

7.  The  resolutions  which  provide  for  the  restoration  of 
fugitives  from  labor  or  service,  and  for  the  establishment 
of  territorial  governments,  free  from  all  restriction  on 
the  subject  of  Slavery,  have  my  hearty  approval.  The 
last  resolution — which  asserts  that  Congress  has  no  power 
to  prohibit  the  trade  in  slaves  from  State  to  State— I 
equally  approve. 

5.  If  all  other  questions  connected  with  the  subject  of 
Slavery  can  be  satisfactorily  adj''sted,  I  see  no  objec- 
tion to  admitting  all  CaUfornia,  above  the  line  of  36 
degrees  30  minutes,  into  the  Union  ;  provided  another 
new  Skive  State  can  be  laid  off  toiihin  ihe  present 
limits  of  Texas,  so  as  to  keep  the  present  equiponder- 
anee  between  the  Slave  and  Free  States  of  the  Union  : 
and  provided  further,  all  this  is  done  by  way  of  com- 
promise, and  in  order  to  save  the  Union,  (as  dear  to 
me  as  to  any  man  living. ) 

Mr.    Mason,     of    Virginia,    after    expres.sing 

his     deep     anxiety     to     '"  go    with    him    who 

went  furthest,    but  within  the  limits   of   strict 

duty,  in  adjusting  these  unhappy  difi'ereuces." 

added  : 

Sir,  so  far  as  I  have   read  these  resolutions,  there  is 

j  but  one  proposition  to  which  I  can  give  a  hearty  assent, 

]  and  that  is   the  resolution    wh.ch    proposes  to  organize 

!  Territorial    governments   at   once    in  these   Te.rilories, 

without  a  decla  ation  one   way  or   the  other  as  to  their 
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domestic  institutions.  But  there  is  another  which  I 
deeply  regret  to  see  introilueed  into  this  Senate,  by  a 
Senator  from  a  slaveholj.ng  State ;  it  is  iliat  which 
assumed  that  Slavery  does  nut  now  i-x  st  hy  law  in  those 
countries.  I  uiulerstand  one  of  thesi-  propositions  lo 
declare  that,  hy  law,  Slavery  is  now  ahollshed  in  New- 
Mexico  and  California.  That  was  the  very  proposition 
advanced  by  the  non-slaveholding  States  at  the  last 
session  ;  combated  and  disproved,  as  X  thought,  hy  gen- 
tlemen from  the  slaveliolding  States  and  which  the 
Compromise  bill  was  framed  to  lest.  So  far,  1  regarded 
the  question  of  law  as  disposed  of,  and  it  was  very 
clearly  and  satisfactorily  shown  to  be  against  the  sjiiiit 
of  the  resolution  of  the  Senator  from  Kentucky.  If  the 
contrary  is  true,  I  presume  the  Senator  from  Kentucky 
would  declare  that  if  a  law  is  now  valid  in  the  Territories 
mbolishing  Slavery,  that  it  could  not  be  introduced  there, 
even  if  a  law  was  passed  creating  the  institution,  or  re- 
pealing the  statutes  already  existing  ;  a  doctrine  never 
assented  to,  so  far  as  I  know,  until  now,  by  anv  Senator 
representing  one  of  the  staveholding  Stales.  Sir,  I  hold 
the  very  opposite,  and  with  such  confidence,  that  at  the 
last  session  I  was  willing  and  did  vote  for  a  bill  to  test 
this  question  in  the  Supreme  Court.  Yet  this  resolution 
assumes  the  other  doctrine  to  be  true,  and  our  assent  is 
challenged  lo  it  as  a  proposition  of  law. 

Mr.  Jeffersoa  Davis,  of  Missis.<ippi,  objected 
speciallv  to  so  much  of  Mr.  Clav'.s  propositious 
as  relates  to  the  boundary  of"  Texas,  to  the 
fclave-tr.ide  in  the  Federal  district,  and  to  Air. 
Clay's  avowal  in  his  speech  that  he  did  not 
beUeve  Slavery  ever  would  or  could  be  estab- 
lished in  any  part  of  the  Territories  acquired 
from  Mexico.     lie  continued  : 

But,  sir,  we  are  called  upon  to  receive  this  as  a 
measure  of  compromise  !  As  a  measure  in  which  we  of 
the  minority  are  to  receive  nothing.  A  measure  of  com- 
promise !  I  look  upon  it  as  but  a  modest  mode  of  taking 
that,  the  claim  to  which  has  been  more  boldly  asserted 
by  others ;  and,  that  I  may  be  understood  upon  this 
question,  and  that  my  position  may  go  forth  to  the 
country  in  the  same  columns  thatconvev  the  sentiments 
of  the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  I  here  assert,  that  never 
will  I  take  le:js  than  the  Missouii  Compromise  line  ex- 
tended to  the  Pacific  Ocean,  with  the  specific  recognition 
of  the  right  to  hold  slaves  in  the  Territory  below  that 
hnt ;  and  that,  before  such  Territories  are  admitted  into 
the  L'mon  as  States,  slaves  may  be  taken  there  from  any 
of  the  L'nitcd  States  at  the  option  of  the  owners.  I  can 
never  consent  lo  give  additional  power  to  a  majority  to 
commit  further  aggressions  upon  the  minority  in  this 
Union;  and  will  never  consent  to  any  proposition  which 
will  have  such  a  tendency,  without  a  full  guaranty  or 
counteracting  measure  is  connected  with  it. 

Mr.  Clay,  in  reply,  said  : 

I  atn  extremely  sorry  to  hear  the  Senator  from  Mis- 
8issi])pi  say  that  he  requires,  first,  the  extension  of  the 
Missouri  Compromise  line  to  the  Pacific;  and  also  that 
he  is  not  satisfied  with  that,  but  requires,  if  I  understood 
him  correctly,  a  positive  provision  for  the  admission  of 
Slavery  south  of  that  line.  And  now,  sir,  coming  from  a 
Slave  State,  as  I  do,  I  owe  it  to  myself,  1  owe  it  to  truth, 
I  owe  it  to  the  subject,  to  state  that  no  earthly  power 
could  induce  me  to  vote  for  a  specific  measure  for  the 
introduction  of  Slavery  where  it  had  not  before  existed, 
either  south  or  north  of  that  line.  Coming  as  I  do  from 
a  Slave  State,  it  is  my  solemn,  deliberate,  and  well-ma- 
tured determination  that  no  power— no  earthly  power- 
shall  compel  me  to  vote  for  the  positive  introduction  of 
Slavery  either  south  or  north  of  that  line.  Sir,  while  you 
reproach,  and  justly,  too,  our  British  ancestors  for  the 
introduction  of  this  institution  upon  the  Continent  of 
America,  I  am,  for  one,  unwilling  that  the  posterity  of 
the  present  inhabitants  of  CaUfornia  and  New-Mexico 
shall  reproach  us  for  doing  just  what  we  reproach  Great 
Britain  for  doing  to  us.  If  the  citizens  of  those  Terri- 
tories choose  to  establish  Slavery,  I  am  for  admitting 
them  with  such  provisions  in  their  Constitutions ;  but 
then.  It  will  be  their  own  work,  and  not  ours,  and  their 
posterity  will  have  to  reproach  them,  and  not  us,  for 
forming  Constituti  ns  allowing  the  institution  of  Slavery 
to  exL<t  among  them.  These  are  mv  views,  sir,  and  I 
choose  to  express  them;  and  I  care  not  how  extensively 
and  universally  they  are  known.  The  honorable  Sena- 
tor from  \  irg.oia  has  expressed  his  opinion  that  Slavery 
exists  in  these  Territories,  and  I  have  no  doubt  that 
opiuion  13  sincerely  and  hoiiesilv  entertained  by  him ; 
and  1  would  say  with  equal  si  .cer  ly  and  honesty,  that  I 
b.l.eve  that  slavery  nuwhere    exists  within  any  portion 


of  the  Territory  acquired  by  tis  from  Mexico.  He  holda 
u  directly  contrary  opinion  to  mine,  as  he  has  a  perfect 
ri.:ht  to  do  ;  and  we  will  not  quarrel  about  that  differ- 
ence of  opiuion. 

Mr.   William  R.  Kini 

ciiii.'d   to  look   with 


of  Alabama, 


3,  «.  -»...w.»u...,  was  m- 
I  ciiii.'d  to  look  with  l.ivor  on  Mr.  Clay's  pro- 
po.>it ions,  and  assented  to  some  of  them  ;  but 
tie  objected  to  the  mode  in  wiiich  California  had 
formed  what  is  called  a  State  Constitution.  He 
pielerred  the  good  old  way  of  tiist  organizing 
I'erritories,  and  so  training  uj)  their  people  '*  for 
the  exercise  and  enjoyment  of  our  institutions." 
besides,  he  thouglit  •'  there  was  not  that  kind 
of  population  there  that  justified  the  formation 
of  a  State  Government."  On  the  question  of 
Slavery  in  the  new  Territories,  he  said : 

We  ask  no  act  of  Congress — as  has  been  properly  intima- 
ted by  the  Senator  from  .Mississippi— to  carry  Slavery  any- 
where. Sir,  I  believe  we  have  us  much  Cousiilutional  power 
to  prohil)it  Slavery  from  going  into  the  Territories  of  the 
United  States,  as  we  have  to  pass  an  act  carrying  Slavery 
there.  We  have  no  right  to  do  either  the  oneor  the  other. 
I  would  as  soon  vote  for  the  Wilmot  Proviso  as  I  would 
vote  for  any  law  which  required  tiiat  Slavery  should  go 
into  any  of  the  Territories. 

Mr.  Downs,  of  Louisiana,  said : 

■  I  must  confess  that,  in  the  whole  course  of  my  life,  my 
astonishment  has  never  been  greater  than  it  was  when  I 
saw  this  (Mr.  Clay's)  proposition  broutrht  forward  as  a 
comprombe  ;  and  I  rise  now,  sir,  not  for  the  purpose  of 
discussing  it  at  all,  but  to  protest  most  solemnly  against  it. 
1  consider  thb  compromise  as  no  compromise  at  alL  What, 
sir,  does  it  grant  to  the  South  ?    I  can  see  notliing  at  all. 

Mr.  Butler,  of  South  Carolina,  said: 

As  I  understand  it,  the  Senator  from  Kentucky's  whole 
proposition  of  compromise  is  notliing  more  than  this  :  That 
Cahfornia  is  already  disposed  of,  having  formed  a  State 
Constitution,  and  that  TeiTitorial  Governments  shall  be 
organized  for  Deseret  and  New-Mexico,  under  which,  by 
the  operation  of  laws  already  existing,  a  slaveholding 
population  could  not  carry  with  them,  or  own  slaves  there. 
What  is  there  in  the  nature  of  a  compromise  here,  coupled, 
as  it  is,  with  the  proposition  that,  by  the  existing  laws  in 
the  Territories,  it  is  almost  certain  that  slaveholders  can- 
not, and  have  no  right  to,  go  there  with  their  properly? 
What  is  there  in  the  nature  of  a  compromise  here  ?  I  am 
willing,  however,  to  run  the  risks,  and  am  ready  to  give  to 
the  Territories  the  governments  they  require.  I  shall 
always  think  that,  under  a  Constitution  giving  equal  rights 
to  all  parties,  the  slaveholding  people,  as  such,  can  go  lo 
these  Territories,  a#d  retain  their  property  there.  But,  if 
we  adopt  this  proposition  of  the  Senator  from  Kentncky, 
it  is  clearly  on  the  basis  that  Slavery  shall  not  go  there. 

The  debate  having  engrossed  the  attention 
of  the  Senate  for  nearly  two  months — 

Jfarch  '^5. — Mr.  Douglas,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on   Territories,   reported  the  following 

bills : 

Senate,  169.— A  bill  for  the  admission  of  California  into 
the  Union. 

Senate,  170.— A  bill  to  estcblish  the  Territorial  Gov- 
ernments of  Utah  and  New-Mexico,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses. 

These  bills  were  read,  and  passed  to  a  second 
reading. 

April  11. — Mr.  Douglas  moved  that  Mr.  Bt-Il's 
resolves  do  lie  on  the  table.  Lost :  Yeas,  'JO  ; 
Nays,  '2S. 

April  15. — The  discussion  of  Mr.  Clay's  rero- 
lutions  still  proceeding.  Colonel  Benton  mov«>d 
that  the  previous  orders  be  postponed,  and  that 
the  Senate  now  proceed  to  consider  the  bill  (S. 
169)  for  the  admission  of  the  State  of  Cali- 
fornia. 

Mr.  Clay  moved  that  this  proposition  do  lie 
on  the  table.  Carried  :  Yeas.  27  (for  a  Com- 
promise);  Nays,  2-4  (for  a  settlement  without 
compromise). 

The  Senate  now  took  up  Mr.  Bell's  resolves, 
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aforesaid,  wliea  Mr.  Beutou  moved  that  thev 
lie  on  the  table.     Lose :  Yeas,  24  ;  Nays,  28. 

Mr.    Beiuoii    ne.xt   moved    that    they    be    so 
amended  as  not  to  connect  or  mix   up   the  ad- 
mission   of  California  witli   any  other  question 
Lost :  Yeas,   23 ;  Nays,  28. 

Various  modifications  of  the  generic  idea 
were  severally  voted  down,  generally  by  large 
majorities. 

On  moiion  of  Mr.  Foote,  of  Mi.S3.,  it  was  now 

Ordered,  That  the  resohitions  submitted  by  Mr.  Bell  on 
the  2Sth  February,  togetUcr  witli  the  resolutions  submitted 
on  the  29th  of  January,  by  Mr.  Clay,  be  referred  to  a  se- 
lect Committee  of  thirteen;  Provided,  thut  the  Senate 
does  not  deem  it  necessary,  and  therefore  declines,  to  ex- 
press in  advance  any  opinion,  or  to  give  any  instruction, 
either  general  or  specific,  for  the  guidance  of  the  said 
Committee. 

April  19. — The  Senate  proceeded  to  elect  by 
ballot  such  Select  Committee,  which  was  com- 
posed as  follows : 

Mr.  Henry  Clay,  of  Ky.,  Chairman. 

Messrs.   Dicldnson,  of  N.  Y.  Cooper,  of  Pa. 

Phelps,  of  Vt.  Downs,  of  La. 

Bell,  of  Tenn.  King,  of  Ala. 

Cass,  of  Mich.  Mangum,  of  N.  C. 

Webster,  of  Mass.  Mason,  of  Va. 

Berrien,  of  Ga.  Bright,  of  Iiid. 

Mail  8. — .Mr.  Clay,  from  said  Committee,  re- 
ported at  length,  the  views  and  recommenda- 
tions of  tiie  report  being  substantially  as  fol- 
lows : 

1.  The  admission  of  any  new  State  or  States  formed  out 
of  Te.xas  to  be  postponed  until  they  shall  hereafter  pre- 
sent theuisolves  to  be  received  into  the  Union,  when  it  will 
1m  the  duty  of  Congress  fairly  and  faithfully  to  execute 
<iie  compact  with  Texas,  by  admitting  such  new  State  or 
States. 

2.  The  admission  forthwith  of  California  into  the  Union, 
with  the  bouiiilaries  which  she  has  proposed. 

•'!.  The  est;iljlishuient  of  Territorial  Governments,  with- 
out the  Wilmot  Proviso,  for  New-Mexico  and  Utah,  em- 
bracing all  the  territory  recently  acquired  by  the  United 
{itates  h-om  Mexico,  not  contained  in  the  boundaries  of 
California. 

4.  The  com))ination  of  these  two  last  mentioned  mea- 
sures in  the  same  bill  ; 

5.  The  establishment  of  the  western  and  northern  bound- 
aries of  Texas,  and  the  exclusion  from  her  jui-isdiction  of 
all  New-Mexico,  with  the  grant  to  Texas  of  a  pecuniary 
equivalent;  and  the  section  for  that  purpose  to  be  incor- 
porated in  the  ))ill  admitting  California  and  establishing 
Territorial  Governments  for  Utah  and  New-Mexico. 

6.  More  effectual  enactments  of  law  to  secure  the  prompt 
delivery  of  persons  bound  to  service  or  labor  in  one  State, 
under  the  laws  thereof,  who  escape  into  another  State  ; 
and, 

7.  Abstaining  from  abolishing  Slavery ;  but,  under  a 
heavy  penalty,  prohibiting  the  slave-trade  in  the  District 
of  Columbia. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  debate  from  day  to 
day  the  provisions  of  the  priuci[)al  bill  thus  re- 
ported, commonly  termed  "the  Omnibus." 

June  28. —Mr,  Soule,  of  Louisiana,  moved 
that  all  south  of  30°  30'  be  cut  off  from  Cali- 
fornia, and  formed  into  a  Territory  entitled 
South  California,  and  that  said  Territory 

"shall,  when  ready,  able,  and  willing  to  become  a  State, 
and  deserving  to  be  such,  be  admitted  with  or  without 
Slavery,  as  the  people  thereof  shall  desire,  and  make 
known  through  ..heir  Constitution." 

This  was  rejected:  Yeas,  19  (all  boutuern) ; 
Nays,  36. 

Jidji  10 — The  discussion  was  interrupted  by 
the  death  of  President  Taylor.  Millard  Fillmore 
succeeded  to  the  Tresidency,  and  William  R. 
King,  of  Alabanni,  was  chosen  President  of  the 
Senate,  firo  tempore. 

Jabi  1,5. — The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate 
and  amended  so  as  to  substitute  "  that  Congress 


shall  make  no* law  establishing  or  prohibiting" 
Slavery  in  the  new  Territories,  instead  of  "  iu 
respect  to  "  it.     Yeas,  27  ;   Nays,  25. 

Ml-.  Seward  moved  to  add  at  the  end  of  the 
37th  section  : 

But  neither  Slavery  nor  involuntary  servitufle  shall  be 
allowed  in  either  of  the  Territories  of  New-Mexico  or  Utah, 
except  on  legal  conviction  for  crime. 

Which  was  negatived;  Yeas  and  Nays  not 
taken. 

Jaly  17. — The  Senate  resumed  the  considera- 
tion of  the  "  Omnibus  bill." 

Mr.  Benton  moved  a  change  in  the  proposed 
boundary  between  Texas  and  New-Mexico.  Re- 
jected :  Yeas,  18  ;  Nays,  3(i. 

Mr.  Foote  moved  that  the  34th  parallel  of 
north  latitude  be  the  northern  boundary  of 
Texas  throughout.     Lost:   Yeas,  20;  Nays,  34. 

Julij  19. — Mr.  King  moved  that  the  parallel 
of  35°  SO'  be  the  southern  boundary  of  the 
State  of  California.  Rejected  :  Yeas,  20  ;  Nays, 
37. 

Mr.  Davis,  of  Mississippi,  moved  30°  30'.  Re- 
jected :  Yeas,  23 ;  Nays,  32. 
,  July  23d. — Mr.  Turney,  of  Tenn.,  moved  that 
the  people  of  California  be  enabled  to  form  a 
new  State  Constitution,  Lost:  Yeas,  19; 
Navs,  33. 

Mr.  Jeff.  Davis,  of  Mississippi,  moved  to  add  : 

And  that  all  laws  and  usages  existing  in  said  Territory, 
at  the  date  of  its  acquisition  by  the  United  States,  which 
deny  or  obstruct  the  right  of  any  citizen  of  the  United 
States  to  remove  to,  and  reside  in,  said  Territory,  with  any 
species  of  property  legally  held  in  any  of  the  States  of 
this  Union,  be,  and  are  hereby  declared  to  be,  null  and 
void. 

This  was  rejected  :   Yeas,  22  ;  Nays,  33. 

Yean — For  Davis's  amendment : 

Messrs.   Atchison,  Mo. 
Barnwell,  S.  C. 
Bell,  Tenn. 
Berrien,  Ga. 
Butler,  S.  C. 
Clemens,  Ala. 
Davis,  Miss. 


Dawson,  Ga. 
Downs,  La. 
Houston,  Texas, 
Hunter,  Va. 


King,  Ala. 
Mangum.  N,  C. 
Mason,  7a. 
Morton,  Fla. 
Pratt,  Md. 
Ru.sk,  Texas. 
Seljastian,  Ark. 
Soule,  La. 
Turney,  Tenn. 
Underwood,  Ky, 
Yulee,  Fla.— 22. 


Nays — Against  Davis's  amendment : 


Messrs.   Badger,  N.  C. 
Baldwin,  Conn. 
Benton,  Mo. 
Bradbury,  Me. 
Bright,  Ind. 
Cass,  Mich. 
Chase,  Ohio. 
Clarke,  K.  I. 
Clay,  Ky. 
Cooper,  Pa. 
Davis,  Mass. 
Dayton,  N.  .1. 
Dickinson,  N.  Y. 
Dodge,  Wise. 
Dodge,  Iowa, 
lelch,  Mich. 


Foote,  Miss. 
Greene,  R.  I. 
Hale,  N.  H. 
Hamlin,  Jle. 
Jones,  Iowa. 
Miller,  N.  J. 
Norris,  N.  H. 
Pearce,  Md. 
Seward,  N.  Y. 
Shields,  111. 
Smith,  Conn. 
Spruance,  DeL 
Sturgeon,  Pa. 
Upham,  Vt. 
Wales,  Del. 
Walker,  AVise. 


Whitcomb,  Ind.— .3.3. 

Au(j.  10. — The  California  bill  was  now  taken 
up.  Mr.  Yulee,  of  Fla.,  moved  a  substitute, 
remanding  California  to  a  territorial  condition, 
and  linuting  her  southern  boundary.  Reje(;ted  : 
Yeas,  12  (all  Southern)  ;   Nays,  35. 

Mr.  Foote  mnvcrl  a  like  project,  cutting  off 
so  much  of  California  as  lies  south  of  36  deg. 
30  mill.,  and  erecting  it  into  the  Territory  of 
Colorado.  Rejected:  Yeas,  13  (ultra  Southern); 
Nays,  29. 

A^ig,  12. — Still  another  proposition  to  linrlt 
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California  eouthwanlly,  by  the  line  of  36  de^. 
30  inin.,  was  iiiade  tiy  ilr.  Tiirnoy,  and  rejected  : 
Yea.x,  20  (all  Souliierii)  ;  Nays,  ;ju.  After  de- 
feating Southern  motions  to  adjourn,  postpone, 
and  lay  on  the  table,  the  bill  was  engrossed  for 
a  third  reading  :  Yeas,  33  (M  the  Senaturs  from 
Free  States,  with  Hi-il,  IJeiiton,  llouston,  Spru- 
*nce,  Wales  and  Underwood);  Nays,  I'J  (all 
from  Slave  States).  .Mr.  t'hiy  still  absent,  en- 
deavoring to  restore  his  failing  health. 

Au().  I'd. — The  California  bill  pa.ssed  its  third 
reading:  Yeas,  31 ;  Nays,  IS  (all  Southern). 

Aufj.  14. — The  Senate  now  took  up  the  bill  or- 
ganizing the  Territories  of  New  Mexico  and  Utah 
(as  it  was  oiiginally  reported,  prior  to  its  inclu- 
sion in  Mr.  Clay's  "  Uinnil.)U,s"j. 

Mr.  Chase,  of  Ohio,  moved  to  amend  tlic  bill 
by  inserting : 

Nor  shall  there  be  in  said  Territory  either  Slavery  or 
Involuntary  *er»'iliulc,  otherwise  thiin  in  the  punisliinent 
of  crimes  whereof  the  parly  sliall  have  been  duly  con- 
Ticted  to  have  been  personally  guilty. 

Which  was  rejected  :  Yeas,  20  ;  Nays,  25. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  complete,  and 
passed  to  be  engrossed. 

Auff.  15. — Said  bill  had  its  third  reading, 
and  was  finally  passed  :   Ye:is,  27  ;  Nays,  lo. 

[The  Senate  proceeded  to  take  up,  consider, 
mature,  and  pass  the  Fugitive  Slave  bill,  and 
the  bill  excluding  the  Slave-Trade  from  the 
District  of  Columbia;  but  the  history  of  these 
is  but  remotely  connected  with  our  themej. 
We  return  to  the  House. 

Atirf.  2S. — The  California  bill  was  taken  up, 
read  twice,  and  committed. 

The  Texas  bill  coming  up,  Mr.  Inge,  of  Ala. 
objected  to  it,  and  a  vote  was  taken  on  its  rejec- 
tion :  Yeas,  ."4;  Nays,  lOS  ;  so  it  was  not  rejected. 

Mr.  Boyd,  of  Ky.,  moved  to  amend  it  so  as  to 
create  and  define  thereby  the  Territories  of 
New-Mexico  and  Utah,  to  be  slaveholding  or 
not  as  their  people  shall  determine  when  they 
shall  come  to  form  State  governments.  [In 
other  words,  to  append  the  bill  organizing  the 
Territory  of  New  Mexico  to  the  Texas  bill.] 

Sept  7. — The  California  bill  now  came  up. 
Mr.  Boyd  moved  his  amendment  already  moved 
to  the  Texas  bill.  Mr.  Vinton,  of  Ohio,  declared 
it  out  of  order.  The  Speaker  again  ruled  it  in 
order.  Mr.  Vinton  appealed,  and  the  House 
overruled  the  Spt'aker  :  Yeas  (to  sustain),  87  ; 
Nays,  115. 

Mr.  Jacob  Thompson,  of  Miss.,  moved  to  cut 
off  from  California  all  below  36*  30'.  Rejected: 
"rtas,  76;  Nays,  131. 

The  bill  was  now  ordered  to  a  third  reading : 
Yeas,  151  ;  Nays,  57,  and  then  passed:  Yeas, 
150;  Nays,  66  (all  Southern). 

The  Senate  bill  orsiinizing  the  Territory  of 
Utah  (without  restricnon  as  to  Slavery)  was 
then  taken  up,  and  rushed  through  the  same 
day:  Yeas,  97  ;  Nays,  85.  [The  Nays  were 
mainly  Northern  Free  Soil  men  ;  but  some 
Southern  men,  for  a  different  reason,  voted 
with  them]. 

Sept.  9. — The  Ilouse  having  returned  the 
Tixas  Boundary  bill,  with  an  amendment  (Linn 
Boyds).  including  the  bill  organizing  the  Ter- 
ritory of  New  Mexico  therein,  the  Senate 
proceeded  to  consider  and  agree  to  the  same  : 
Yeas,  31 ;  Nays,  lo,  namely; 


Messrs.  Baldtrln,  Conn., 
Bcnion,  .Mo., 
Chase,  Ohio, 
Davis,  .Mass., 
Dodge,  Wis., 


Ewinjr,  Ohio, 
Il'iiiilin   .Me., 
Seward,  N.  Y., 
Upham,  Vt., 
AVinihrop,  Mass. 


So  all  the  bills  originally  incluih-d  in  Mr. 
Clays  "Omnibus"  were  passed— two  of  them  in 
the  same  bill— after  the  Senate  had  once  voted 
to  sever  them. 

THE  KANSAS-NEBRASKA  STP.CGOLE. 

Out  of  the  Louisiana  Territory,  since  the  ad- 
mission first  ot'  Louisiana  and  then  of  Missouri 
as  Slave  States,  there  had  been  formed  the  Ter- 
ritories of  Arkansas,  Iowa,  and  Minnesota  ;  the 
first  without,  and  the  two  others  with,  Congres- 
sional inhibition  of  Slavery.  Arkansas,  iu  due 
course,  became  a  Slave,  Iowa  and  Minnesota 
Free  States.  The  destiny  of  one  tier  of  States, 
fronting  upon,  and  westward  of,  the  .Mississippi, 
was  thus  settled.  \Vhat  should  be  the  fate  of 
the  next  tier? 

The  region  lying  immedi.itely  westward  of 
Missouri,  wiih  much  Territory  north,  as  well  as 
a  more  clearly  defined  district  south  of  it,  was 
long  since  dedicated  to  the  uses  of  the  Aborigines 
— not  merely  those  who  had  originally  inhabited 
it,  but  the  tribes  from  time  to  time  removed 
from  the  States  eastward  of  the  Mississippi. 
Very  little,  if  any,  of  it  was  legally  open  to 
settlement  by  Whites;  and,  with  the  exception 
of  the  lew  and  sn)all  military  and  trading  posts 
thinly  scattered  over  its  smlace,  it  is  probable 
that  scaicelv  two  hundred  white  fainiiies  were 
located  in  the  spacious  wilderness  l>ouuded  by 
Missouri,  Iowa,  and  Minnesota  on  the  east,  the 
British  possessions  on  the  north,  the  crest  of  the 
Rocky  Mountains  on  the  west,  and  the  settled 
portion  of  New-Mexico  and  the  line  of  30"^  30' 
on  the  south,  at  the  time  when  Mr.  Douglas 
first,  at  the  se.-sion  of  lS5'2-3,  submitted  a  bill 
organizing  the  Territory  of  Nebraska,  by  which 
title  the  region  above  bounded  had  come  to  be 
vaguely  indicated. 

This  region  was  indisputably  included  within 
the  scope  of  the  exclusion  of  Slavery  from  all 
Federal  Territory  north  of  3tJ"^  30',  lo  which  the 
South  had  assented  by  the  terms  of  the  Mis- 
souri compact,  in  order  thereby  to  secure  the 
admission  of  .Missouri  as  a  Slave  State.  Nor 
was  it  once  intimated,  dining  the  long,  earnest, 
and  searching  debate  in  the  Senate  on  the  Com- 
promise .Measures  of  l!S5i»,  that  tlic  adoption  of 
those  measures,  whether  together  or  separately, 
would  involve  or  imply  a  repeal  of  the  Missouri 
Restriciion.  We  have  seen  on  a  former  page 
how  Mr.  ClayV  original  suggestion  of  a  Compro- 
mise, which  was  sultstantially  that  ultimately 
adopted,  was  received  by  the  Southern  Senators 
who  spoke  on  its  intro<luction,  with  hardly  a 
qualification,  as  a  virtmil  surrender  of  all  that 
the  South  had  ever  claimed  with  respect  to  the 
new  Territories.  Ami,  from  the  beginning  to 
the  close  ol  the  long  and  able  discussion  which 
followed,  neither  friend  nor  foe  of  the  Compro- 
mises, nor  of  any  of  them,  hinted  that  one 
effect  of  their  adoption  would  be  the  lifting  of 
the  Missouri  lestriction  from  the  Territory  now 
covered  by  it.  When  the  Compromises  of  1850 
were  accepted  in  1852  by  the  National  Conven- 
tions jf  the  two  great  parties,  as  a  settlement 
of  the  distracting  controversy  therein  contem- 
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plated,  no  hint  was   added   that    the    Nebraska 
reiiion  was  opened  thereby  to  Slavery. 

Several  petitions  for  the  organization  of  a 
Territory  westward  of  Missouri  and  Iowa  were 
presented  at  the  se^aion  of  18.51-2,  but  no  de- 
cisive action  talieu  tliereon,  until  the  next  ses- 
sion, when, 

Dec.  13</(..— Mr.  W.  P.  Hall,  of  Mo.,  pursuant 
to  notice,  submitted  to  the  House  a  bill  to  organ- 
ize the  Territory  of  Platte,  which  was  read 
twice,  and  sent  to  the  Coniiuittee  on  Territories. 
From  that  Committee, 

Feb.  2d,  1853.— Mr.  W.  A.  Richardson,  of  111., 
reported  a  bill  to  organize  the  Territory  of 
Nebraska,  which  was  read  twice  and  com- 
mitted. 

Feb.  9th. — The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  taken 
out  of  Committee,  on  motion  of  \V.  P.  Hall. 

Ff.b.  \()th. — The  bill  was  reported  from  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  to  the  House,  with  a 
recommendation  that  it  do  7iot  pass. 

Mr.  Richardson  moved  the  previous  question, 
which  prevailed. 

Mr.  Letcher,  of  Va.,  moved  that  the  bill  do  lie 
on  the  table.  Lost :  Yeas,  49  (mainly  Southern) ; 
Nays,  107. 

The  bill  was  then  engrossed,  read  a  third 
time,  and  passed.  Yeas,  9S ;  Nays,  43,  (as 
before.) 

Feb.  llth. — The  bill  reached  the  Senate 
and  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Terri- 
tories. 

Feb.  llth. — Mr.  Douglas  reported  it  without 
amendment. 

March  -JlJ,. — (Last  day  but  one  of  the  session), 
Mr.  Douglas  moved  that  the  bill  be  taken  up: 
Lost:  Yeas,  20;  (all  Northern  but  Atchison  and 
(jeyor,  of  Mo.;)  Nays,  25;  (21  Southern,  4 
Northern.) 

March  ord. — Mr.  Douglas  again  moved  that 
the  bill  be  taken  tip. 

Mr.  Borland,  of  Ark.,  moved  that  it  do  he  on 
the  table.  Carried  :  Yeas,  23  ;  (all  Southern  but 
4  ;)  Nays,  17  ;  (all  Northern  but  Atchison  and 
Geyer. )  So  the  bill  was  put  to  sleep  for  tlie 
session. 

On  the  motion  to  take  up — Mr.  Rusk  of  Texas 

ohjecting^Mr.  Atchison  said: 

I  must  ask  the  indulgence  of  the  Senate  to  say  one 
word  in  relation  to  this  matter.  Perhaps  tliere  is  not  a 
State  In  the  Union  more  deeply  interested  in  this  ques- 
tion than  the  State  of  Missouri.  If  not  the  largest,  I  will 
Bay  the  best,  portion  of  that  Ten-itory,  perhaps  the  only 
portion  of  it  that  in  half  a  century  will  become  a  State, 
lies  immediately  west  of  the  State  of  Missouri.  It  is 
only  a  question  of  time,  whether  we  will  organize  the 
Territory  at  this  session  of  Congress,  or  whether  we  will 
do  it  at  the  next  session ;  and,  for  ray  own  part,  I 
acknowledge  now  that,  as  the  Senator  from  Illinois  well 
knows,  when  I  came  to  this  city,  at  the  beginning  of  the 
last  session,  I  was  perhaps  as  much  opposed  to  the  pro- 
position, as  the  Senator  from  Texas  now  is.  The  Senator 
from  Iowa  knows  it ;  and  il  was  for  reasons  which  I 
will  not  now  mention  or  suggeat.  But,  sir,  I  have 
from  reflection  and  investigation  in  my  own  mind,  and 
from  the  opinions  of  others^my  constituents,  whose 
opinions  I  am  bound  to  respect — come  to  the  conclusion 
that  now  is  the  time  for  the  organization  of  this  Terri- 
tory. It  is  the  most  propitious  time.  The  treaties  with 
the  various  Indian  tribes,  the  titles  to  whose  possessions 
must  be  extinguished,  can  better  be  made  now  than  at 
any  future  time ;  for,  as  the  question  is  agitated,  and  as 
it  is  understood,  white  men,  speculators,  will  interpose, 
and  interfere,  and  the  longer  it  is  postponed  the  more 
we  will  have  to  fear  from  them,  and  the  more  difficult  it 
will  be  to  extinguish  the  Indian  title  in  that  country, 
and  the  harder  the  terms  to  be  Imposed.  Therefore, 
Mr.  President,  for  this  reason,  without  going  into  detail, 


I  am  willing  now  that  the  question  shall  be  taken, 
whether  we  will  proceed  to  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
or  not. 

The  meaning  is  here  diplomatically  veiled, 
yet  is  perfectly  plain.  Gen.  Atchison  had  been 
averse  to  organizing  this  Territory  until  he 
could  procure  a  relaxation  of  the  Missouri  Re- 
striction as  to  Slavery  ;  but,  seeing  no  present 
hope  of  this,  he  was  willing  to  waive  the  point, 
and  assent  to  an  organization  under  a  bill  silent 
with  respect  to  Slavery,  and  of  course  leaving 
the  Missouri  Restriction  unimpaired. 


Gen.  Pierce  was  inaugurated  President  on  the 
4th  March,  1853. 

The  XXXIIId  Congress  assembled  at  Wash- 
ington, Dec.  5th,  1853,  with  a  large  Adminis- 
tration mnjority  in  either  House.  Linn  Boyd 
of  Ky.,  was  chosen  Speaker  of  the  House. 
The  President's  Annual  Message  contained  the 
follovving  allusion  to  the  subject  of  Slavery  : 

It  is  no  part  of  my  purpose  to  give  prominence  to  any 
subject  which  may  properly  be  regarded  as  set  at  rest  by 
the  deliberate  judgment  of  the  people.  But,  while  the 
present  is  bright  with  promise,  and  the  future  full  of  de- 
mand and  inducements  for  the  exercise  of  active  intelli- 
gence, the  past  can  never  be  without  useful  lessons  of 
admonition  and  instruction.  If  its  dangers  serve  not  as 
beacons,  they  will  evidently  fail  to  fulfill  the  object  of  a 
wise  design.  When  the  grave  shall  have  closed  over  all, 
who  are  now  endeavoring  to  meet  the  obligations  of  duty, 
the  year  1850  will  be  recurred  to  as  a  period  filled  with 
anxious  apprehension.  A  successful  war  had  just  termi- 
nated. Pea'-e  brought  with  it  a  vast  augmentation  of 
territory.  Disturbing  questions  arose,  bearing  upon  the 
domestic  institutions  of  one  portion  of  the  confederacy, 
and  involving  the  constitutional  rights  of  the  States. 
But,  notwithstanding  differences  of  opinion  and  sentiment 
wliich  then  existed  in  relation  to  details,  and  specific  pro- 
visions, the  acquiescence  of  distinguished  citizens,  whose 
devotion  to  the  Union  can  never  be  doubted,  has  given 
renewed  vigor  to  our  institutions,  and  restored  a  sense  of 
repose  and  security  to  the  public  mind  througliout  tiie 
confederacy.  That  this  repose  is  to  suffer  no  shock 
during  tny  official  term,  if  I  have  power  to  avert  it,  those 
who  placed  me  here  may  be  assured. 

Dec.  15. — Mr.  A.  C.  Dodge  of  Iowa  submitted 
to  the  Senate  a  bill  (No.  22)  "  To  organize  the 
Territory  of  Nebraska,"  which  was  read  twice, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Territories. 

Ja7i.  4. — Mr.  Douglas,  from  said  Committee, 
reported  said  bill  with  amendments,  which  were 
printed.     He  said  in  his  Report: 

The  principal  amendments  which  your  committee 
deem  it  their  duty  to  commend  to  the  favorable  action  of 
the  Senate,  in  a  special  report,  are  those  in  which  the 
principles  estalilished  by  the  Compromise  Measures  of 
is50,  so  far  as  they  are  applicable  to  territorial  organijsa- 
tions,  are  proposed  to  be  affirmed,  and  carried  into 
practical  operation  within  the  limits  of  the  new  Terri- 
tory.    ... 

With  a  view  of  conforming  their  action  to  what  they 
regard  as  the  settled  policy  of  the  Government,  sanc- 
tioned by  the  approving  voice  of  the  American  People, 
your  Committee  have  deemed  it  their  duty  to  incorporate 
and  perpetuate,  in  their  territorial  bill,  the  principles  and 
spirit  of  those  measures.  If  any  other  consideration 
were  necessary  to  render  the  propriety  of  this  course 
imperative  upon  the  Committee,  tliey  may  be  found  in 
the  fact  that  the  Nebraska  country  occupies  the  same 
relative  position  to  the  Slavery  question,  as  did  New 
Mexico  and  Utah,  when  those  Territories  were  organiz-d. 

It  was  a  di-iputed  point,  whether  Slavery  was  pro- 
hibited by  law  in  the  country  acquired  from  Mexico. 
On  the  one  hand,  it  was  contended,  as  a  legal  proposi- 
tion, that  Slavery  having  been  prohibited  by  the  enact- 
ments of  Mexico,  according  to  the  laws  of  nations,  we 
received  the  country  with  all  its  local  laws  and  doiue.«tic 
institutions  attached  to  the  soil,  so  far  as  they  did  not 
conflict  with  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States;  and 
that  a  law  either  protecting  or  prohibiting  Slavery,  was 
not  repugnant  to  tliat  instrument,  as  was  evidenced  by 
the  fact  that  one-half  of  the  States  of  the  Union  tolerated. 
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while  the  other  half  prohibited,  the  institution  of  Slavery. 
On  the  ottier  hand,  it  was  insisteil  lliat,  by  virtue  of  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  every  citizen  had  a 
right  to  remove  to  any  Territory  of  the  Union,  and  uarrv 
his  property  with  liim  under  the  protection  of  law, 
whether  that  properly  consisted  of  persons  or  thinjfs. 
The  difficulties  arising  from  this  diversity  of  opinion  were 
greatly  aggravated  iiy  tlie  fact  that  there  were  many 
p-ji-sons  on  botii  sides  of  tlie  legal  controversy,  who  were 
unwilling  to  abide  tlie  decision  of  the  courts  on  the  legal 
matters  in  dispute  ;  thus,  among  those  who  claimed  that 
the  Mexican  laws  were  still  in  force,  and,  consequently, 
that  Slavery  was  already  prohibited  in  those  Territories 
by  valid  enactments,  there  were  many  who  insisted  upon 
Congress  making  the  matter  certain,  Ijy  enacting  another 
prohibition.  In  like  manner,  some  of  those  who  argued 
that  Mexican  law  had  ceased  to  have  any  binding  force, 
and  that  the  Constitution  tolerated  and  protected  Slave 
property  in  those  Territories,  were  unwilling  to  trust  the 
decision  of  the  courts  upon  the  point,  and  insisted  that 
Congress  should,  by  direct  enactment,  remove  all  lesral 
obstacles  to  the  introduction  of  Slaves  Into  those  Terri'to- 
ries.    .     .    . 

Your  Committee  deem  it  fortunate  for  the  peace  of 
the  country,  and  the  security  of  the  Union,  that  the  con- 
troversy then  resulted  in  the  adoption  of  the  Compro- 
mise Measures,  which  the  two  great  political  parties, 
with  singular  unanimity,  have  affirmed  as  a  cardinal 
article  of  their  faith,  and  proclaimed  to  the  world  as  a 
final  settlement  of  tlie  controversy  and  an  end  of  the 
agitation.  A  due  respect,  therefore,  for  the  avowed 
opinions  of  Senators,  as  well  as  a  proper  sense  of  pa- 
triotic duty,  enjoins  upon  your  Coramittea  the  propriety 
and  necessity  of  a  strict  adherence  to  the  principles,  and 
even  a  literal  adoption  of  the  enactments  of  that  adjust- 
ment, in  all  their  territorial  bills,  so  far  as  the  same  are 
not  locally  inapplicalile.  These  enactments  embrace, 
among  other  things,  less  material  to  the  matters  under 
consideration,  the  following  provisions: 

When  admitted  as  a  State,  the  said  Territory,  or  any 
portion  of  the  same,  shall  be  received  into  the  Union, 
wiih  or  without  Slavery,  as  their  constitution  may  pre- 
scribe at  the  time  of  their  admission  ; 

That  the  legislative  power  and  authority  of  said  Terri- 
tory shall  be  vested  in  the  Governor  and  a  Legislative 
Assembly. 

That  the  Legislative  power  of  said  Territory  shall 
extend  to  all  rightful  subjects  of  legislation,  consistent 
with  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  the  pro- 
visions of  this  act  ;  but  no  law  shall  be  passed  interfering 
With  the  primary  disposal  of  the  soil ;  no  tax  shall  be 
imposed  upon  the  property  of  the  United  States;  nor 
shall  the  lands  or  other  property  of  non-residents  be 
taxed  higher  than  the  lands  or  other  property  of  resi- 
dents. 

_  Jan.  24.— The  bill  thus  reported  wa.s  con- 
Kidered  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  and  post- 
poned to  Monday  next,  when  it  was  made  the 
order  of  the  day. 

The  bill  was  further  considered  Jan.  31st, 
Feb.  3d,  Feb.  5th,  and  Feb.  6th,  when  an  amend- 
ment reported  by  Mr.  Douglas,  declaring  the 
Missouri  Restriction  on  Slavery  "  inoperative 
and  void,"  being  under  consideration,  Mr.  Chase, 
of  Ohio,  moved  to  strike  out  the  assertion  that 
said  Restriction 

"was  superseded  by  the  principles  of  the  legislation  of 
lS5u,  commonly  called  the  Compromise  Measures." 


which  prevailed— Yeas,  25 ;  Nays,   10--aa   fol- 
lows : 

Yeas — For  Douglas's  new  amendineiu  : 


This  motion  was  defeated  by  Yeas.  13  •  Navs 
30.  •'  .       .        J  . 

Feb.  15. — The  bill  having  been  discussed  daily 
until  now,  Mr.  Douglas  moved  to  strike  out  of 
his  atnendment  the  words  above  quoted  (which 
the  Seriate  had  refused  to  strike  out  on  Mr. 
Chase's  motion,)  and  insert  instead  the  fol- 
lowing : 

Which  being  inconsistent  with  the  principle  of  Non-in- 
tervention by  Congress  with  Slavery  in  the  States  and 
Territories,  as  recognized  by  the  legislation  of  1S50,  (com- 
monly called  the  Compromise  Measures,)  is  hereby  declared 
inoperative  and  void  ;  it  being  the  true  intent  and  mean- 
ing of  this  act  not  to  legislate  Slavery  into  any  Territory  or 
State,  nor  to  exclude  it  therefrom,  but  to  leave  the  people 
thereof  perfectly  free  to  form  and  regulate  their  domestic 
institutions  in  their  own  way,  subject  only  to  the  Constitu- 
tioD  of  the  United  States — 

6 


Owin, 

Hunter, 

Johnson, 

Jones,  of  Iowa, 

Jones,  of  Tenn., 

Mason, 

Morton, 

Norris, 

Penrce, 

Pettit, 

Pratt, 

Sebastian, 

Slidell, 

Stuart, 

Thompson,  of  Ky., 

Toombs, 

WeUer, 


Messrs.  Allen, 
Chase, 
Dodge,  of  Wise, 


Messrs.  Adams, 
Atchison, 
Bayard, 
Bell, 

Benjamin, 
Brodhead, 
Brown, 
Butler, 
Cass, 
Clayton, 
Dawson, 
Dixon, 

Dodge,  of  Iowa, 
Douglas, 
Evans, 
Fitzpatrick, 
Geyer, 

Williams— 35. 
JSfays — Against  said  amendment ; 

Foot, 
Houston, 
-- — a-1  "'   .•^^.,  Seward, 

Everett,  Sumner, 

Fish,  Wade— 10. 

[N'OTE.— Prior  to  this  move  of  Mr.  Douglas,  Mr.  Dixon, 
(Whig)  of  Kentucky,  had  moved  to  Insert  a  clause  directly 
and  plainly  repealing  the  Missouri  Restriction.  Mr.  Dixon 
thought  if  that  was  the  object,  (and  he  was  in  favor  of  it,)  it 
should  be  approached  in  a  direct  and  manly  way.  He  was 
assailed  for  this  in  TTie  Union  newspaper  next  morning  ;  but 
his  suggestion  was  substantially  adopted  by  Douglas,  after 
a  brief  hesitation.  Mr.  Dixon's  proposition,  having  been 
made  in  Committee,  does  not  appear  in  the  journal  of  the 
Senate,  or  it  would  here  be  given  in  terms.] 

The  bill  was  further  discussed  dailv  until 
March  2nd,  when  the  vote  was  taken  on  Mr. 
Chase's  amendment,  to  add  to  Sec.  14  the  fol- 
lowing words : 

Under  which  the  people  of  the  Territory,  through 
thitir  appropriate  representatives,  may,  if  they  8e« 
fit,  prohibit  the  existence  of  Slwvery  therein— 

which  was  rejected:  Yeas,    10;    Nays,    30,  as 
follows : 

Yeas — For  Mr.  Chase's  amendment : 

Messrs.   Chase,  Hamlin, 

Dodge,  of  Wise,  Seward, 

Fessenden,  Smith, 

Fish,  Sumner, 

Foot,  Wade— 10. 

Nays — Against  Chase's  amendment: 

Messrs.  Adams,  Hunter, 

Atchison,,  Johnson, 

Badger,  Jones,  of  Towa, 

Bell,  Jones,  of  Tenn., 

Benjamin,  Mason, 

Brodhead,  Morton, 

Brown,  Norris, 

Butler,  Pettit, 

Cla.v,  (C.  C),  Pratt, 

Clayton,  Rusk, 

Dawson,  Sebastian, 

Dixon,  Shields, 

Dodge,  of  Iowa,  Slidell, 

Douglas,  Stuart, 

Evans,  Toucev, 

Fitzpatrick,  WalkeV, 

Gwin,  Weller, 

Houston,  WilUams— 36. 

Mr.    Badger,  of  N.  C,  moved  to  add  to  the 
aforesaid  section : 

Provided,  That  nothing  herein  contained  shall  b 
construed  to  revive  or  put  in  force  any  law  or  regu- 
lation which  may  have  existed  prior  to  the  act  of  6th 
of  March,  1820,  either  protecting,  establishing,  pro- 
hibiting, or  abolishing  Slavery. 

Carried  :   Yeas,  35  ;  Nays,   6. 
Mr.  Clayton  now  moved  to  strike  out  so  much 
of  said  Douglas  amendment  as  permits  emigrants 
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tVoin  Europe,  who  shall  have  declared  their  in- 
tention 10  become  citizens,  to  vote.    Carried; 
Veas,  2:5;  Nays,  21 — as  follows: 
Yeas — For  Clavtou's  amendment  : 


Messrs.  Adams, 
Atchison, 
Badger, 
Bell, 

Benjamin, 
Brodhead, 
Brown, 
Butler, 
Clay, 
Clayton, 
Dawson, 


Dixon, 

Evans, 

Fitzpatrick, 

Houston, 

Hunter, 

Johnson, 

Jones,  of  Term., 

Mason, 

Morton, 

Pratt, 

Sebastian, 


SUdeU— 23. 

Haj/s — Against  Clayton's  amendment : 

Messrs.   Chase,  Norris, 

Dodge,  of  Wise,  Pettit, 

Dodge,  of  Iowa,  Seward, 

Douglas,  Shields, 

Fessenden,  Smith, 

Fish,  Stuart, 

Foot,  Sumner, 

Gwin,  Toucey, 

Hamlin,  Wade, 

Jones,  of  Iowa,  Walker, 
Williams— 21. 

Mr.  Chase  moved  to  amend,  by  providing  for 
the  appointment  of  three  Commissioners  resid- 
ing in  the  Territory  to  organize  the  Territory, 
divide  it  into  election  districts,  notify  an  election 
on  the  first  Monday  in  September  then  ensuing, 
etc,  at  which  election  the  people  should  choose 
their  own  Governor,  as  well  as  a  Territorial  Legis- 
lature— the  Governor  to  serve  for  two  years,  and 
the  Legislature  to  meet  not  later  than  May,  1855. 

This  extension  of  the  principle  of  "Squatter 
Sovereignty"  was  defeated — Yeas,  10;  Nays, .SO. 

Mr.  Dougla.s's  amendment  was  then  agreed  to, 
and  the  bill  reported  from  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  to  the  Senate. 

The  question  on  the  engrossment  of  the  bill  was 
DOW  reached,  and  it  was  carried :  Yeas,  '29  ; 
Nays,  12. 

March  3. — The  rule  assigning  Fridays  for  the 
consideration  of  private  bills  having  been  sus- 
pended, on  motion  of  Mr.  Badger,  the  Senate 
proceeded  to  put  the  Nebraska-Kansas  bill  on 
its  final  passage,  when  along  and  earnest  de- 
bate ensued.  At  a  late  hour  of  the  night  Mr. 
Seward,  of  New  York,  addressed  the  Senate,  in 
opposition  to  the  bill,  as  follows  : 

Mk.  PsEsroEST :  I  rise  with  no  purpose  of  further  re- 
sisting or  even  delaying  the  passage  of  this  bill.  Let  its 
advocates  have  only  a  little  patience,  and  they  will  soon 
reach  the  oljject  for  which  they  have  struggled  so  earnestly 
and  80  long.  The  sun  has  set  for  the  last  time  upon  the 
guaranteed  and  certain  liberties  of  all  the  unsettled  and 
unorganized  portions  of  the  American  continent  that  lie 
witliin  the  jurisiliclion  of  the  United  States.  To-raorrow's 
sun  will  rise  in  dim  eclipse  over  them.  How  long  that  ob- 
scuration shall  last,  is  known  only  to  the  Power  that  di- 
rects and  controls  all  human  events.  For  myself,  I  know 
only  this — that  now  no  human  power  will  prevent  its  com- 
ing on,  and  that  its  pjissing  ofif  will  be  hastened  and  se- 
cured by  others  than  those  now  here,  and  perhaps  by  only 
those  belonging  to  future  generations. 

yir,  it  would  be  almost  factious  to  offer  further  resist- 
ance to  this  measure  here.  Indeed,  successful  resistance 
was  never  expected  to  be  made  in  this  Hall.  The  Senate- 
floor  is  an  old  battle-ground,  on  which  have  been  fought 
many  contests,  and  always,  at  least  since  1S20,  with  fortune 
adverse  to  the  cause  of  equal  and  universal  freedom.  We 
■were  only  a  few  here  who  engaged  in  that  cause  in  the 
lieginning  of  this  contest.  All  that  we  could  hope  to  do 
— all  that  we  did  hope  to  do — was  to  organize  and  pre- 
pare the  issue  for  the  House  of  Representatives,  to  wluch 
the  country  would  look  for  its  decision  as  authoritative, 
and  to  awaken  the  country  that  it  might  be  ready  for  the 
appeal  which  would  be  made,  whatever  the  decision  of 
Congress  might  be.     We  are  no  stronger  now.    Only  four- 


teen at  the  first,  it  will  be  fortunate  if,  among  the  ills  and 
accidents  which  surround  us,  we  shall  maintain  that  nmo* 
ber  to  the  end. 

We  are  on  the  eve  of  the  consummation  of  a  great  na- 
tional transaction — a  transaction  which  will  close  a  cycle 
in  the  history  of  our  country — and  it  is  impossible  not  to 
desire  to  pause  a  moment  and  survey  the  scene  around 
us,  and  the  prospect  before  us.  However  obscure  we  may 
individually  be,  our  connection  with  this  great  transaction 
will  perpetuate  our  names  for  the  praise  or  for  the  cen- 
sure of  future  ages,  and  perhaps  in  regions  far  remote. 
If,  then,  we  had  no  other  motive  for  our  actions  than  but 
that  of  the  honest  desire  for  a  just  fame,  we  could  not  be 
inditferent  to  that  scene  and  that  prospect.  But  individual 
interests  and  ambition  sink  into  insignificance  in  view  of 
the  interests  of  our  country  and  of  mankind.  These  inter- 
ests awaken,  at  least  in  me,  an  intense  solicitude. 

It  was  said  by  some  in  the  beginning,  and  it  has  been 
said  by  others  later  in  this  debate,  that  it  was  doubtful 
whether  it  would  be  the  cause  of  Slaver.v  or  the  cause  of 
Freedom  that  would  gain  advantages  from  the  passage  of 
this  bill.  I  do  not  find  it  necessary  to  be  censorious,  nor 
even  unjust  to  others,  in  order  that  ray  own  course  may 
be  approved.  I  am  sure  that  the  honorable  Senator  from 
Illinois  [Mr.  Douglas]  did  not  mean  that  the  Slave  States 
should  gain  an  advantage  over  the  Free  States ;  for  he 
disclaimed  it  when  he  introduced  the  l)ill.  I  believe  In  all 
candor,  that  the  honorable  Senator  from  Georgia,  [Mr, 
Toombs,]  who  comes  out  at  the  close  of  the  battle  as  one 
of  the  chiefest  leaders  of  the  victorious  party,  is  sincere  in 
declaring  his  own  opinion  that  the  Slave  States  will  gain 
no  unjust  advantage  over  the  Free  States,  because  he  dis- 
claims it  as  a  triumph  in  their  behalf.  Notwithstanding 
all  this,  however,  what  has  occurred  here  and  in  the 
country,  during  this  contest,  has  compelled  a  conviction 
that  Slavery  will  gain  something,  and  Freedom  will  endure 
a  severe,  though  I  hope  not  an  irretrievable,  loss.  The 
slaveholding  States  are  passive,  quiet,  and  content, 
and  satisfied  with  the  prospective  boon ;  and  the  Free 
States  are  excited  and  alarmed  with  fearful  forebodings 
and  apprehensions.  The  impatience  for  the  speedy  pas- 
sage of  the  bill,  manifested  by  its  friends,  betrays  a 
knowledge  that  this  is  the  condition  of  public  sentiment  in 
the  Free  States.  They  thought  in  the  beginning  that  it 
was  necessary  to  guard  the  measure  by  inserting  the 
Clayton  amendment,  which  would  exclude  unnaturalized 
foreign  inhabitants  of  the  Territories  from  the  right  of 
suffrage.  And  now  they  seem  willing,  with  almost  perfect 
unanimity,  to  relinquish  that  safeguard,  rather  than  to 
delay  the  adoption  of  the  principal  measure  for  at  most  a 
year,  perhaps  for  only  a  week  or  a  day.  Suppose  that 
the  Senate  should  adhere  to  that  condition,  which  so  lately 
was  thought  so  wise  and  so  important — what  then  ?  The 
bill  could  only  go  back  to  the  House  of  Representatives, 
which  must  either  yield  or  insist !  In  the  one  case  or  in 
the  other,  a  decision  in  favor  of  the  bill  would  be  secured ; 
for  even  if  the  House  should  disagree,  the  Senate  would 
have  time  to  recede.  But  the  majority  will  hazard  no- 
thing, even  on  a  prospect  so  certain  as  this.  They  will 
recede  at  once,  without  a  moment's  further  struggle,  from 
the  condition,  and  thus  secure  the  passage  of  this  bill  now, 
to-night.  Why  such  haste  ?  Even  if  the  question  were  to 
go  to  the  country  before  a  final  decision  here,  what  would 
there  be  wrong  in  that  ?  There  is  no  man  living  who  will 
say  that  the  country  anticipated,  or  that  he  anticipated, 
the  agitation  of  this  measure  in  Congress,  when  this  Con- 
gress was  elected,  or  even  when  it  assembled  in  Decem- 
ber last. 

Under  such  circumstances,  and  in  the  midst  of  agita- 
tion, and  excitement,  and  debates,  it  is  only  fair  to  say, 
that  certainly  the  country  has  not  decided  in  favor  of  the 
bill.  The  refusal,  then,  to  let  the  question  go  to  the  coun- 
try, is  a  conclusive  proof  that  the  Slave  States,  as  repre- 
sented here,  expect  from  the  passage  of  this  bill  what  the 
Free  States  insist  that  they  will  lose  by  it — an  advantage, 
a  material  advantage,  and  not  a  mere  abstraction.  There 
are  men  in  the  Slave  States,  as  in  the  Free  States,  who  in- 
sist always  too  pertinaciously  upon  mere  abstractions.  But 
that  is  not  the  policy  of  the  Slave  States  to-day.  They 
are  in  earnest  in  seeking  for,  and  securing,  an  object,  and 
an  important  one.  I  believe  they  are  going  to  have  it.  I 
do  not  know  how  long  the  advantage  gained  will  last,  nor 
how  great  or  comprehensive  it  will  be.  Every  Senator 
who  agrees  with  me  in  opinion  must  feel  as  I  do — that  un- 
der such  circumstances  he  can  forego  nothing  that  can  be 
done  decently,  with  due  respect  to  difference  of  opinion, 
and  consistently  with  the  constitutional  and  settled  rules 
of  legislation,  to  place  the  true  merits  of  the  question  be- 
fore the  country.  Questions  sometimes  occur  which  seem 
to  have  two  right  sides.  Such  were  the  questions  that  di- 
vided the  English  nation  between  Pitt  and  Fox — such  the 
contest  between  the  assailant  and  the  defender  of  Quebec. 
The  judgment  of  the  world  was  suspended  by  its  symp;f 
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thici,  and  wenied  ready  to  descend  in  favor  of  him  nlio 
slioiilil  be  most  p-iillunt  in  conduct.  And  go,  when  both 
fell  with  equal  chivalry  on  the  same  field,  the  survivura 


dark  side  has  passed.  I  feel  quile  sure  that  Slavery  at 
must  can  gel  noihiu);  more  tiiaii  Kansa:>  i  while  Nebraii- 
ka — the    wider    norlliern    region — will,    under    cxisiing 


united  la  raiding  a  common  monument  to  the  glorious  but  |  circumstances,  escape,  for  the  reason  that  its  soil  and  i 
rival  memories  of  Wolfe  and  .Montcalm.     But  this  contest    climate  are  uncongenial  with  the  staples  of  biave  culture 


Involves  a  moral  question.  The  Slave  States  so  present  it. 
They  maintain  that  .\frican  Slavery  is  not  erroneous,  not 
unjust,  not  inconsistent  with  the  advancing  cause  of  hu- 
man nature.  Since  they  so  regard  it,  1  do  n»t  ex|)ect  tci 
see  statesmen  representing  those  Stales  IndilTerent  about 
a  Tludicalioa  of  this  system  by  tlie  Congress  of  the  I'nited 
8tat«s.  On  the  other  hand,  we  of  the  Krce  States  regard 
Slavery  as  erroneous,  unjust,  oppressive,  and  tlierefore 
absolutely  inconsistent  witli  the  principles  of  the  American 
Constitution  and  Uovernuieiit.  \Vho  will  expect  us  to  be 
indillerent  to  the  decisions  of  the  American  people  and 
of  mankind  on  such  an  i^sue  ?     .     .     .     . 

Sir,  I  am  sur|>riscd  at  the  pertinacity  with  which  the 
honorable  Senator  from  Delaware,  mine  ancient  and  hon- 
orable friend,  [.Mr.  Clayton,]  p.-rseveres  in  opposing  the 
panting  of  the  right  of  suQrage  to  the  unuaturulized  for- 
eigner in  the  Territories.  Congress  cannot  deny  him  that 
right.  Here  is  the  third  article  of  that  convention  by 
which  Louisiana,  incluiling  Kansas  and  Nebraska,  was 
ceded  to  the  I'nited  Slates  : 

"The  inliabitauts  of  the  ceded  territory  shall  be  incor- 
porated in  the  I'nion  of  the  L'nited  States,  and  admitted 
aa  soon  as  possible,  according  to  the  principles  of  the  Fede- 
ral Constitution,  to  the  enjoyment  of  the  rights,  privileges, 
and  immunities  of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States;  and 
In  the  meantime  they  shall  be  maintainetl  and  protected 
Iji  the  free  enjoyment  of  tlielr  liberty,  property,  and  the 
religion  they  profess." 

The  inhabitants  of  Kansas  and  Nebraska  are  citizens 
already,  and  by  force  of  this  treaty  must  continue  to  be, 
and  as  such  to  enjoy  the  right  of  suITrage,  whatever  laws 
you  make  to  the  contrary.  My  opinions  are  well  known, 
to  wit:  That  Slavery  is  not  only  an  evil,  but  a  local  one, 
injurious  and  ultimately  pernicious  to  society,  wherever  it 
exists,  and  in  contiict  with  the  constitutional  principles  of 
society  In  this  country.  I  am  not  willing  to  extend  nor  to 
permit  the  extension  of  that  local  evil  into  regions  now 
free  within  our  empire.  I  know  that  there  are  some  who 
differ  from  me,  and  who  regard  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  as  an  instrument  which  sanctions  Slavery  as 
well  as  Freedom.  But  if  I  could  admit  a  proposition  so  in- 
congruous with  tlie  letter  and  s|>irit  of  the  Federal  Consti- 
tution, and  the  known  sentiments  of  its  illustrious  found- 
ers, and  so  should  conclude  that  Slavery  was  national,  I 
must  still  cherish  the  opinion  that  it  is  an  evil  ;  and 
because  it  \»  a  national  one,  I  am  the  more  tirndy  held  and 
bounit  to  prevent  an  increase  of  it,  tending,  as  I  think  it 
manifestly  does,  to  the  weakening  and  ultimate  over- 
throw of  the  Constitution  itself,  and  therefore  to  the 
injury  of  all  mankind.  I  know  there  have  been  States 
which  have  endured  long,  and  achieved  much,  which 
tolerated  Slavery  ;  bat  that  was  not  the  slave. y  of  caste, 
like  At  lean  Slavery.  Such  Slavery  tends  to  oemoral  ze 
equally  the  subjected  race  and  the  superior  one.  It  has 
been  the  absence  of  such  Slavery  fjom  Kurope  that  has 
given  her  nations  their  superiority  over  other  countries 
ID  that  hemisphere.  Slavery,  wherever  it  exists,  begets 
fear,  and  fear  is  the  parent  of  weakness.  What  Ls  the 
secret  of  that  eternal,  sleepless  anxiety  in  the  legislative 
balls,  and  even  at  the  firesides  of  the  Slave  Slates,  al- 
ways asking  new  stipulations,  new  compromises  and 
abrogation  of  compromises,  new  assumptions  of  power 
and  abnegations  of  power,  but  fear?  It  is  the  apprehen- 
sion, that,  even  if  safe  now,  they  will  not  always  or  long 
be  secure  against  some  invasion  or  some  aggression  from 
the  Free  Slates.  What  is  the  secret  of  the  humiliating 
part  which  proud  oM  Spain  is  acting  at  this  day,  trem- 
bling between  alarms  of  American  intrusion  into  Cuba 
on  one  side,  and  British  dictation  on  the  other,  but  the 
fact  that  she  has  che.'ished  Slavery  so  long  and  sijll 
cherishes  it,  in  the  last  of  her  American  colonial  posses- 
sions* Thus  far  Kansas  and  Nebraska  are  safe,  under 
the  laws  of  1S20,  against  the  introduction  of  this  element 
of  national  debility  and  decline.  The  bill  before  us,  as 
we  are  assured,  contains  a  great  principle,  a  glorious 
principle;  and  yet  that  principle,  when  fully  ascertained, 
proves  to  be  nothing  less  than  the  subversion  of  that 
«ecuriiy  not  only  within  the  Territories  of  Kansas  and 
Nebraska,  but  wiihin  all  the  other  present  and  future 
Territories  of  the  United  States.  Thus  it  is  quile  clear 
that  it  is  not  a  principle  alone  that  is  involved,  but  that 
ihose  who  crowd  this  measure  with  so  much  teal  and  ear- 
nestness must  expect  that  either  Freedom  or  Slavery 
shall  gain  something  by  it  in  those  regions.  The  case, 
then,  stands  thus  in  Kansas  and  Nebraska  :  Freedom 
may  lose,  but  certainly  can  gain  nothing;  while  Slavery 
may  gain,  but  as  certainly  caxi  lose  notliing. 
So  far  as  I  am  concc.ned,  the  lime  for  looking  on  the 


rice,  sugar,  cotton,  and  tobacco.  .Moreover,  8ii;ce  the 
pubic  attention  has  been  so  well  and  so  elTectu<>lly 
directed  toward  the  subject,  I  cherish  a  hope  Ihut 
Slavery  may  be  pievenled  even  fmm  gaining  a  foothold 
in  Kansas.  Congress  only  gives  consent,  but  it  does  not 
and  cannot  introduce  Slavery  there.  Slavery  will  be 
embarrassed  by  its  own  oveigrasjiing  spirit.  No  one,  I  • 
am  sure,  anticipates  the  possible  ret'slablishment  of  tlie 
.\frican  Slave-trade.  The  tide  of  em'gration  to  Kall^as 
is  therefore  to  be  supplied  there  solely  by  the  domestic 
fountain  of  slave  production.  But  Slavery  has  also  other 
regions  besides  Kansas  to  be  filled  from  that  fountain. 
Theie  are  al'i  of  New  Mexico  and  all  of  Utah  already 
within  the  United  States;  and  then  there  is  Cuba,  that 
consumes  slave  labor  and  life  as  fast  as  any  one  of  the 
slaveholdiiig  States  can  supply  it ;  and  besides  these 
regions,  there  remains  all  of  Mexico  down  to  the 
Isthmus.  The  stream  of  slave  labor  flowing  f. otn  so 
small  a  fountain,  and  broken  into  seveial  divergent 
channels  will  not  cover  eo  great  a  field  ;  and  it  is  rea- 
sonably to  be  hoped  that  the  part  of  it  nearest  In  the 
North  Pole  will  be  the  last  to  be  inundated.  But  African 
slave  emigration  is  to  compete  with  free  emigration  of 
white  men,  and  the  source  of  this  latter  tide  b  as  ample 
as  the  civilization  of  tlie  two  entire  continents.  'Ihe 
honorable  Senator  from  Delaware  mentioned,  as  if  it 
were  a  startling  fact,  that  twenty  thousand  Kuropean 
immigrants  arrived  in  New-York  in  one  month.  Sir,  he 
has  stated  the  fact  with  too  much  moderation.  On  my 
return  to  the  capital  a  day  or  two  ago,  I  met  twelve 
thousand  of  these  emigrants  wlio  had  arrived  in  New- 
York  on  one  morning,  and  wlio  had  thronged  the 
churches  on  the  following  Sabbath,  to  return  thanks  for 
deliverance  from  Ihe  perils  of  the  sea,  and  for  their  arrival 
in  the  land,  not  of  Slavery  but  of  Liberty.  I  al.so  thank 
God  for  their  escape,  and  for  their  coming.  They  are 
now  on  their  way  westward,  and  the  news  of  the  passage 
of  this  bill,  preceding  them,  will  speed  many  of  them 
toward  Kansas  and  Nebraska.  Such  arrivals  are  not 
extraordinary — they  occur  almost  every  week  ;  and  llie 
immigration  from  Germany,  from  Great  Britain,  and 
from  Norway,  and  from  Sweden,  during  the  European 
war,  will  rise  to  six  or  seven  hundred  thousand  souU  In 
a  year.  And  with  this  tide  is  to  be  mingled  one  rapidly 
swelling  f.om  .\sia  and  from  the  islands  of  the  South 
Seas.  All  tlie  immigrants  under  this  bill,  as  the  House 
of  Representatives  overruling  you  have  ordered,  will  be 
good,  loyal.  Liberty-loving,  Slavery-fearing  citizens. 
Come  on,  then,  gentlemen  of  the  Slave  States.  Since 
there  is  no  escaping  your  challenge,  I  accept  it  in  behalf 
of  the  cause  of  Freedom.  We  will  engage  in  competition 
for  the  virgin  soil  of  Kansas,  and  God  give  the  victory 
to  the  side  which  is  stronger  in  numbers  as  it  is  in  right. 
There  aie,  however,  earnest  advocates  of  this  bill,  who 
do  not  expect,  and  who,  I  suppose,  do  not  desiie,  that 
Slavery  shall  gain  possession  of  Nebraska.  What  do 
they  expect  to  gain?  The  honorable  Senator  f  om 
Indiana  (Mr.  i'ettit)  says  that  by  thus  obliterating  the 
Missouri  Compromise  restriction,  they  will  gain  a  tubuUl 
rasa,  on  which  the  inhabitants  of  Kansas  and  Nebraska 
may  write  whatever  they  will.  This  is  the  great  princi- 
ple of  the  bill,  as  he  understands  it.  Well,  what  gain  is 
there  in  that?  You  obliterate  a  Constitution  of  Free- 
dom. If  they  write  a  new  constitution  of  freedom,  can 
the  new  be  better  than  the  old?  If  they  write  a  Constitu- 
tion of  Slavery,  will  it  not  be  a  worse  one?  I  ask  the 
honorable  Senator  that.  But  the  honorable  Senator  says 
that  the  people  of  Nebraska  will  have  the  privilege  of 
establishing  institutions  for  themselves.  They  have  now 
the  privilege  of  establishing  fiee  institutions.  Is  it  a  pri- 
vilege, then,  to  establish  Slavery  ?  If  so,  what  a  mockery 
are  all  our  Constitutions,  which  prevent  the  inhabitants 
from  capriciously  subverting  free  institutions  and  estab- 
lishing institutions  of  Slavery  !  Sir,  it  Is  a  sophism,  a  sub- 
tlety, to  talk  of  conferring  upon  a  country,  already  secure 
in  the  blessings  of  Freedom,  the  power  of  self-destruction. 
What  mankind  everywhere  want,  is  not  the  removal 
of  the  Constitutions  of  Freedom  which  they  have,  that 
they  may  make  at  their  pleasure  Constitutions  of  .-lavery 
or  of  Freedom,  but  the  privilege  of  retaining  Constitu- 
tions of  Freedom  when  they  already  have  Ihero,  and  the 
removal  of  Constitutions  of  Slavery  when  they  have 
them,  that  they  may  establish  Constitutions  of  Freedom 
in  their  place.  We  hold  on  tenaciously  to  all  existing 
Constitutions  of  Freedom.  Who  denounces  any  man  fo  • 
diligently  adhering  to  such  Constitutioris?  Who  wmild 
dare  to  denounce  any  one  for  disloyalty  to  our  existing 
Constitutions,  if  they  were  Constitutions  of  Despotism  and 
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Statps.  It  i.s  a  firm  and  stable  ground,  on  wbioli  we  can  boi- 
ler stand  in  opposiuon  lo  fanatioisra  than  on  the  shifiing  sands 
ot  compromise.  Let  us  be  done  with  compromises.  Let  us 
go  bauli  and  stand  upon  the  Constitution." 

I  stood  upon  11)13  ground  in  1850,  defending  Freedom 
upon  it  as  Mr.  Calhoun  did  in  defending  Slavery.  I  was 
overruled  then,  and  I  have  waited  since  without  propos- 


It  has  been  no  proposition  of  mine  to  abrogate  them 
now  ;  but  the  proposition  has  come  from  another  quar- 
ter—from an  adverse  one.  It  is  about  to  prevail.  The 
shifting  sands  of  compromise  are  passing  from  under  my 
feet,  and  they  are  now,  without  agency  of  my  own,  talk- 
ing hold  again  on  the  rock  of  the  Constitution.  It  shall 
be  no  fault  of  mine  if  they  do  not  remain  firm.  This 
seems  to  me  auspicious  of  better  days  and  wiser  legisla- 
tion. Through  all  the  darkness  and  gloom  of  the  pre- 
sent hour,  brjght  stars  are  breaking,  that  inspire  me  with 
hope,  and  excite  me  to  perseverance.  They  show  that 
the  day  ot  compromises  has  past  forever,  and  that  hence- 
forward all  great  questions  between  Freedom  and 
Slavery  legitimately  coming  here— and  none  other  can 
come— shall  be  decided,  as  they  ought  to  be,  upon  their 
merits,  by  a  fair  exerc.se  of  legislative  power,  and  not  by 
bargains  of  equivocal  prudence,  if  not  of  doubtful 
morality. 

Mr.  Douglas  closed  the  debtite,  reiterating 
aud  enforcing  the  views  set  forth  in  his  Report 
already  referred  to  ;  and  at  last  the  vote  was 
taken,  aud  the  bill  passed:  Yeas,  37;  Nays, 
1-1 ;  as  follows  : 

Feas- For  the  Kansas-Nebraska  bill : 


Slavery?    But  it  is  supposed  by  some  that  this  principle 
is  less  important  in  regard  to  Kansas  and  Nebraska  than 
as  a  general  one— a  general  principle  applicable  to  all 
other  present  and  future  Territories  of  the  United  States. 
Do   honorable   Senators   then  indeed  suppose  they  are 
establishing  a  principle   at  all?  _  If  so,  I  think   they     ^^^^^^^^^   u.c-..,  ^..u  ......  ^.....^ 

egregiously  err,  whether  the  principle  f  e'thei  good  o  abrogate  any  compromises, 
bad,  right  or  wrong.  They  are  not  establishing  it,  and  s  b  j 
cannot  establish  it  in  this  way.  You  subvert  oue  la^^ 
capriciously,  by  making  another  law  in  its  place,  that 
is  all  Will  your  law  have  any  more  weight,  authority, 
solemnity,  or  binding  force  on  future  Congresses,  than 
the  first  had?  You  abrogate  the  law  of  youi  predeces- 
sors—others will  have  equal  power  and  equal  liberty  to 
abrogate  yours.  You  allow  no  barriers  around  the  old 
law,  to  protect  it  from  abrogation.  You  erect  none 
around  your  new  law,  to  stay  the  hand  of  future  innova- 
tors                                                          .       .     ,            .,1           »     u 

Sir,  in  saying  that  your  new  principle  will  not  be 
established  by  this  bill,  I  reason  from  obvious,  clear,  well 
settled  principles  of  human  nature.  Slavery  and  Freedom 
are  antagonistical  elements  in  this  country.  The 
founders  of  the  Constitution  framed  it  with  a  knowledge 
of  that  antagonism,  and  suffered  it  to  continue,  that  it 
might  work  out  its  own  ends.  There  is  a  commercial 
antagonism,  an  irreconcilable  one,  between  the  systems 
of  free  labor  and  slave  labor.  They  have  been  at  war 
with  each  other  ever  since  the  Government  was  estab- 
lished, and  that  war  is  to  continue  forever.  The  contest, 
when  it  ripens  between  these  two  antagonistic  elements, 
is  to  be  settled  somewhere  ;  it  is  to  be  settled  in  the  seat 
of  central  power,  in  the  Federal  Legislature.  The  Con- 
stitution makes  it  the  duty  of  the  central  Government  to 
determine  questions,  as  often  as  they  shall  arise,  in  favor 
of  one  or  the  other  party,  and  refers  the  decision  of 
them  to  the  majority  of  the  votes  in  the  two  Houses  of 
Congress.  It  will  come  back  here,  then,  in  spite  of  all 
the  efforts  to  escape  from  it. 

This  antagonism  must  end  either  in  a  separation  of  the 
antagonistic  parties— the  Slaveholding  Slates   and   the 
Free  Stales— or,  secondly,  in  the  complete  establishment 
of  the   influence  of  the  Slave  power  over  the  Free— or 
else,  on  the   other  hand,   in   the  establishment  of  the 
superior  influence  of   Freedom  over    the  interests   of 
Slavery.     It  will  not  be  terminated  by  a  voluntary  seces- 
sion  of    either  party.     Commercial  interests   bind   the 
Slave  States  and  the  Free  States  together  in  links  of  gold 
that  are  riveted  with  iron,  and  they  cannot  be  broken  by 
passion  or  by  ambition.     Either  party  will  submit  to  the 
ascendency  of  the  other,  rather  than  yield  the  commer- 
cial advantages  of  this  Union.      Political  ties  bind  the 
Union  together — a  common  necessity,  and  not  merely 
a    common    necessity,    but    the    common    interests    of 
empire— of  such  empire  as  the  world  has  never  before 
seen.     The  control  of  the  national  power  is  the  control 
of  the  great  Western  Continent ;  and  the  control  of  this 
continent  is  to  be,  in  a  very  few  years,  the  controlling  in- 
fluence in  the  world.    Who  is  there.  North,  that  hates 
Slavery  so  much,  or  who.  South,  that  hates  emancipa- 
tion so  intensely,  that  he  can  attempt,  with  any  hope  of 
success,  to.  break  a  Union  thus  forged  and  welded  to- 
gether ?     I  have  always  heard,  with  equal  pity  and  dis- 
gust, threats  of  disunion  in  the  Free  States,  and  similar 
threats  in  the  Slaveholding  States.     I  know  that   men 
may  rave  in  the  heat  of  passion,  and  under  great  politi- 
cal e.xcitement ;  but  I  know  that  when  it  comes  to  a  ques- 
tion whether  this  Union  shall  stand,  either  with  Freedom 
or  with  Slavery,  the  masses  will  uphold   it,  and   it  will 
'land  until  some  inherent  vice  in  its  Constitution,  not  yet 
\isclosed,  shall  cause  its  dissolution.     Now,  entertaining 
hes»  oiiinions,  there  are  for  me  only  two  alternatives, 
tiz.  :  either  to  let  Slavery  gain  unlimited  sway,  or  so  to 
exert  what  little  power  and  influence  I  may  have,  as  to 
secure,  if  I  can,   the  ultimate  predominance  of  Free- 
dom  

Sir,  I  have  always  said  that  I  should  not  despond, 
even  if  this  fearful  measure  should  be  effected :  nor  do  I 
now  despond.  Although,  reasoning  from  my  present 
convictions,  1  should  not  have  voted  for  the  compromise 
of  1S20,  I  have  labored,  in  the  very  spirit  of  those  who 
established  it,  to  save  the  landmark  of  Freedom  which  it 
assigned.  I  have  not  spoken  irreverently  even  of  the 
compromise  of  1850,  which,  as  all  men  know,  I  opposed 
earnestly  and  with  diligence.  Nevertheless,  I  have  al- 
ways preferred  the  compromises  of  the  Constitution,  and 
have  wanted  no  others.  I  feared  all  others.  This  was  a 
leading  principle  of  the  great  statesman  of  the  South, 
(^Mr.  Calhoun).    Said  he  : 

"  I  see  my  way  in  the  Constitution  ;  I  cannot  in  a  com- 
promise. A  compromise  is  but  an  act  of  Congress.  It  may  be 
overruled  at  any  lime.  It  gives  us  no  security.  But  the  Consti- 
tuiion  is  stable.  It  is  a  rock  on  which  we  can  stand,  and  on 
■which  we  can  meet  our  friends  from  the  non  slaveholding 


Messrs.  Adams, 
Atchison, 
Badger, 
Bayard, 
Benjamin, 
Brodliead, 
Brown, 
Butler, 
Cass, 

Clay,  of  Ala., 
Dawson, 
Dixon, 

Dodge,  of  Iowa, 
Douglas, 
Evans, 
Fitzpatrick, 
Geyer, 
Gwin, 


Williams— 3T. 
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So  the  bill  was  passed,  and  its  title  declared 
to  be  "An  Act  to  organize  the  Territories  of 
Nebraska  and  Kansas,"  and  the  Senate  ad- 
journed over  to  the  Tuesday  following. 

In  the  House,  a  bill  to  organize  the  Territory 
of  Nebraska  bad  been  noticed  on  the  first  day 
of  the  session,  by  Mr.  John  G.  Miller,  of  Mo., 
who  introduced  it  December  22d. 

Jan.  24th. — Mr.  Giddings  gave  notice  of  a 
bill  to  organize  said  Territory. 

Jan.  30. — Mr.  Pringle,  of  N.  Y.,  endeavored 
to  have  the  bill  passed  at  the  kst  session  (leav- 
ing the  Missouri  Restriction  intact),  reported  by 
the  Comtnittee  on  Territories ;  but  debate  arose, 
aud  his  resolution  lay  over. 

Jan.  31. — Mr.  Richardson,  of  111.,  chairman 
of  the  Committee  on  Territories,  reported  a 
bill  "  To  organize  the  Territories  of  Nebraska 
and  Kansas,"  which  was  read  twice  and  com- 
mitted. 

Mr.  Richardson's  bill  was  substantially  Mr, 
Douglas's  last  bill,  and  was  accompanied  by  no 
report.     Mr.  English,    of  Ind.,    submitted    the 
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riews  of  a  minority  of  said  Committee  on  Ter- 
ritories, proposing,  without  argument,  the  two 
following  an)endineiits : 

1.  Amend  the  section  defining  the  boundary 
of  Kansas,  so  as  to  make  "  ilie  summit  of  tlie 
Rocky  Mountains"  the  western  boundary  of 
said  Territory. 

2.  Strike  out  of  the  14th  and  34th  sections  of 
said  bill  all  after  the  words  "  United  States," 
and  insert  in  each  instance  (the  one  relating  to 
Kansas,  and  the  other  to  Nebraska)  as  fol- 
lows : 

Provided,  That  notliiug  in  this  act  shall  be  so  con- 
strued as  to  prevent  the  people  of  said  Territory,  through 
the  properly  constituted  legislative  authority,  fjom  pass- 
ing such  laws,  in  relation  to  the  institution  of  Slavery,  as 
they  may  deem  best  adapted  to  their  locality,  and  most 
conducive  to  tiieir  happiness  and  welfare  ;  and  so  much 
of  any  existing  act  of  Congress  as  may  conflict  with  the 
above  right  of  the  people  to  regulate  their  domestic 
institutions  in  their  own  way,  be,  and  the  same  is  here- 
by, repealed. 

This  appears  to  have  been  an  attempt  to  give 
practical  effect  to  the  doctrine  of  Squatter 
Sovereignty  ;  but  it  was  not  successful. 

May  S'h. — On  motion  of  Mr.  Richardson,  the 
House — Yeas,  lu9;  Nays,  88— resolved  itself 
into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  took  up 
the  bill  (House  No.  2'S6)  to  organize  the  Terri- 
tories of  Nebraska  and  Kansas,  and  discussed  it 
— Mr.  Olds,  of  Ohio,  in  the  chair. 

On  coming  out  of  Committee,  Mr.  George  W. 
Jones,  of  Tenn.,  moved  that  the  rules  be  sus- 
pended so  as  to  enable  him  to  move  the  print- 
ing of  Senate  bill  ^No.  22,  passed  the  Senate  as 
aforesaid)  and  the  amendment  now  pending  to 
the  House  bill.     No  quorum  voted — adjourned. 

Mai/  9t/i. — This  motion  prevailed.  After  de- 
bate in  Committee  on  the  Kansas-Nebraska  bill, 
the  Committee  found  itself  without  a  quorum, 
and  thereupon  rose  and  reported  the  fact  to  the 
House — only  lu6  Members  were  found  to  be 
present.  After  several  fruitless  attempts  to  ad- 
journ, a  call  was  ordered  and  a  quorum  ob- 
tained, at  9  P.M.  At  10,  an  adjournment  pre- 
vailed. 

May  lOtfi. — Debate  in  Committee  continued. 

Mat/  llth. — Mr.  Richardson  moved  that- all 
debate  in  Committee  close  to-morrow  at  noon. 

Mr.  English  moved  a  call  of  the  House  :  Re- 
fused ;  Yeas,  88  ;  Nays,  97. 

Mr.  Mace  moved  that  Mr.  Richardson's  mo- 
tion be  laid  on  the  table  :  Defeated.  Yeas,  95; 
Nays  It  Ml. 

Mr.  Edgerton,  of  Ohio,  moved  a  call  of  the 
House.     Refused :  Yeas,  45  ;  Nays,  8u. 

The  day  was  spent  in  what  has  come  to  be 
called  "Filibustering" — that  is,  the  minority 
moving  ailjournments,  calls  of  the  House,  ask- 
ing to  be  excused  from  voting,  taking  appeals, 
etc.,  etc.  In  the  midst  of  this,  Mr.  Richardson 
withdrew  his  original  motion,  and  moved  in- 
stead that  the  di-bate  in  Committee  be  closed 
in  five  minutes  after  the  House  shall  have  re- 
sumed it. 

The  hour  of  noon  of  the  12th  having  arrived, 
Me'Srs.  Deati  and  Banks  raised  points  of  order 
as  to  the  termination  of  the  legislative  day. 
The  Speaker  decided  that  the  legislative  day 
could  only  be  terminated  by  the  acijournment 
of  the  House,  except  by  constitutional  conclu- 
sion of  the  session.  Mr.  Banks  appealed,  but 
At  length  withdrew  his  appeal 


Finally,  at  lU  o'clock,  p.m.,  of  Friday,  12th, 
after  a  continuous  sittitig  of  thirty-six  hours, 
the  House,  on  motion  of  Mr,  Richardson,  ad- 
journed. 

Mai/  13</(. — The  House  .sat  but  two  hour.s, 
and  effected  nothing. 

Mai/  lot/i. — Mr.  Itichardson  withdrew  his  de- 
mand for  the  Previous  Question  on  closing  the 
debate,  and  moved  instead  that  the  debate 
close  at  noon  on  J'riday  the  19th  instant.  Tliid 
he  finally  modified  by  substituting  Saturday  the 
20th  ;  and  in  this  shape  his  motion  prevailed  by 
a  two-thirds  nmjorily — Yeas,  137  ;  Nays,  6C^ 
the  following  opponents  of  the  bill  voting  i'or 
the  motion,  namely  : 

Mainf.— Thomas  J.  D.  Fuller,  Samuel  Mayall— 2. 

Nkw-IIampsuike. — Geo.  \V.  Kittredge,  Geo.  W.  .Mor- 
rison— 2. 

M.tssACRUSETTs. — Nathaniel  P.  Unnk'*,  jr. — 1. 

CoSNECTiCfT. — Origen  S.  Seyraoui  — !. 

Nkw- York. —Gilbert  Dean,  Charles  Hughes — 2. 

Pknnsvlvaxia. — Michael  C.  Trout — 1. 

Ouio  — Alfred  P.  Kdgerton,  Harvey  11.  Johnson,  An- 
drew Ellison,  ^Villiam  D.  Lindsley,  Thomas  Kichey-— 5. 

Indiana.— Andrew  J.  Hailan,  Daniel  Mace — 2. 

Illinois. — John  Wentworth — 1. 

Michigan  —David  A.  Noble,  Hestor  L.  Stevens — 2. 

Wisconsin.— John  B.  Macy — 1 

Virginia. — John  S.  Millson — 1. 

Total- 21. 

Mr.  Richardson,  having  thus  got  in  his  reso- 
lution to  close  the  debate,  put  on  the  previous 
question  again,  and  the  House — Yeas,  113; 
Navs,  59 — agreed  to  close  the  debate  on  the 
20th. 

Debate  having  been  closed,  the  opponents  of 
the  measure  expected  to  defeat  or  cripple  it  by 
moving  and  taking  a  vote  in  Committee  on 
various  propositions  of  amendment,  kindred  to 
those  moved  and  rejected  in  the  Senate  ;  some 
of  which  it  was  believed  a  nmjority  of  the 
House  would  not  choose  (or  dare)  to  vote 
down;  and,  though  the  names  of  tho.«e  voting 
on  one  side  or  the  other  in  Comniittee  of  the 
Whole  are  not  recorded,  yet  any  proposition 
moved  and  rejected  there,  niay  be  renewed  in 
the  House  after  taking  the  bill  out  of  commit- 
tee, and  is  no  longer  cut  off  by  the  Previous 
Question,  as  it  formerly  was.  But,  when  the 
hour  for  closing  debate  in  Committee  had 
arrived,  Mr.  Alex.  H.  Stephens  moved  that  t/ie 
enacting  clause  of  the  hill  be  stricken  out ;  which 
was  carried  by  a  rally  of  the  friends  of  the 
bill,  and  of  course  cut  off  all  amendments.  The 
bill  was  thus  reported  to  the  House  with  its 
head  off;  when,  after  a  long  struggle,  the 
House  refused  t»  agree  to  the  report  of  the  C<ym.- 
viiitee  of  the  Whole — Yeas,  (for  agreeing)  97  ; 
Nays,  117 — bringing  the  House  to  a  direct  vote 
on  the  engrossment  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Richardson  now  moved  an  amendment, 
which  was  a  substitute  for  the  whole  bill,  being 
substantially  the  Senate's  bill,  with  the  clause 
admitting  aliens,  who  have  declared  their  in- 
tention to  become  citizens,  to  the  right  of  suf- 
frage. He  thereupon  called  the  Previous  Ques- 
tion, which  the  House  sustained — Yeas,  116; 
Nays,  91) — when  tlie  House  adopted  his  amend- 
ment— Yeap,  115;  Nays,  95 — and  proceeded  to 
engross  the  bill — Yeas,  112;  Nay!»,  99  — when 
he  put  on  tlie  Previous  Question  again,  aud 
passed  the  bill  finally — Yeas,  lltj  ;  Nays,  loO — 
as  follows  : 
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Yeas— 113. 
from  the  free  statl.s. 

Maine. — Moses  McDonald— 1. 

Nf\v-HAHPsni»E — Harry  Hibbard— 1. 

Conn KcricuT.— Colin  M.  IngersoU— 1. 

Vkrm.'Nt.— J^(wi«.    Massachusetts.— iv<m«. 

Uhodk  Island.— JVoJif.  _  .     -r,    r,  c 

Nkw- York.— Thomas  W.  Cumming,  Francvs  B.  Cut- 
ting, Peter  Rowe,  John  J.  Taylor,  William  M  Tweed, 
Hiram  Walbiidge,  WilUam  a  Walker,  Mike  Walsh,  Iheo. 
K.  Westbrook— 9.  .  ,  ,.     t    t^ 

Pknnsylvania.- Samuel  A.  Bridges,  John  L.  Dawson, 
Thomas  B.  Florence,  J.  Clancy  Jones,  William  H.  Kurtz, 
John  McNair,  Asa  Packer,  John  Robbins,  jr.,  Christian 
M  Straub,  William  H.  Witte,  Hendrick  B.  Wiight— 11. 

N  Ew-jKRSET— Samuel  Lilly,  George  Vail— 2. 

ORio.-David  T.  Disney,  Frederick  W.  Green,  Edson 
B.  Olds,  Wilson  Shannon— 4. 

INDIVNA  —John  G.  Davis,  Cyrus  L.  Dunham,  Norman 
Eddy,  William  H.  English,  Thomas  A.  Hendricks,  James 
H.  Lane,  Smith  Miller-7.  .    „.  , 

Illinois.— James  C.  AUen,  WUlis  Allen,  Wm.  A.  Rich- 
ardson— 3. 

MicuiQtN.— Samuel  Clark,  David  Stuart— 2. 

Iowa.  — Bernhart  Henn — 1. 

Wisconsin. — None. 

California.— Milton  S.  Latham,  J.  A.  McDougall— 2. 

Total— 44. 

FROM    THE    SLATE    STATES. 

Delawarb.— George  R.  Riddle— 1. 

Maryland.— William  T.  Hamilton,  Henry  May,  Jacob 
Shower,  Joshua  Vansant — 4. 

ViKGiNiA.— Thomas  H.  Bayly,  Thomas  S.  Bocock,  John 
S.  Caskie,  Henry  A.  Edmundson,  Charles  J.  Faulkner, 
Wiir.am  0.  Goode,  Zedekiah  Kidwell,  John  Letcher, 
Paulus  Powell,  William  Smith,  John  F.  Snodgrass— 11. 

North  Carolina.- William  S.  Ashe,  Burton  Craige, 
Thomas  L.  Clingman,  John  Kerr,  Thos.  Ruffin,  Henry 
M  Shaw— 6. 

SourH  Carolina.— William  W.  Boyce,  President  S. 
Brooks,  James  L.  Orr— 3. 

GKoRGii.- David  J.  Bailey,  Elijah  W.  Chastain,  Alfred 
H.  Colquitt,  Junius  Hillyer,  David  A.  Reese,  Alex.  H. 
Stephens  — 6. 

Alabama. — jamea  Abererombie,  Williamson  R.  W. 
Cobb,  James  F.  Dowdell,  Sampson  W.  Harris,  George  S. 
Houston,  Philip  Phillips,  William  R.  Smith— 7. 

Mississippi.— William  S.  Barry,  William  Barksdale, 
Otho  R.  Singleton,  Daniel  B.  Wiight— 4. 

Louisiana.— William  Dunbar,  Roland  Jones,  John  Per- 
kins, jr. — 3 

Kkntdckt. — John  C.  Breckinridge,  James  S.  Ohris- 
mjui,  Leander  M.  C<>x,  Clement  S.  Bill,  John  M.  Elliot, 
Benj.  E.  Grey,  William  Preston,  Richard  H.  Stanton 
— S. 

Tennessee.— William  M.  Churchwell,  George  W.  Jones, 
Charles  Ready,  Samuel  A.  Smith,  Frederick  P.  Stanton, 
Felim  Zollicoffer — 6. 

MiasoDRi.— Alfred  W.  Lamb,  James  J.  Linrlley,  John 
O.  Miller,  Mordecai  Olive'-,  John  S.  Phelps— 5. 

Akkasnas. — ^Alfred  B.  Greenwood,  Edwin  A.  Warren — 2. 

Florida. — Augustus  E.  Maxwell — 1. 

Texas.— Peter  H.  Bell,  Geo.  W.  Smyth— 2.     Total— 69. 

\      Total,  Free  and  Slave  States — 118. 
Nats— 100. 

*  free   states. 

M.Kttte.— Samuel  P.  Renson,  E.  Wilder  Farley,  Tho- 
'  mas  J.  D.  Fuller,  Samuel  Mayall,  Israel  Washburn,  jr. 
—5. 

New  Hampshire. — George  W.  Kittredge,  George  W. 
Morrison — 2. 

Massacbdsetts. — Nathaniel  P.  Banks,  jr.,  SaTnuel  L. 
Orocker,  Alkx.  Db  Witt.  Edirard  Dickinfton^J.  Wiley 
Eiimundi.  Thomas  D.  Eliot,  John  Z.  Goodrich,  Charlos 
W.  Upham,  Samuel  JI.  Walley,  Tappan  Went/worth — 
10. 

Rhode  Island. — Thomas  Davis,  Benjamin  B.  Thurston 

—2. 

Connecticut. — Nathan  Belcher,  James  T.  Pratt,  Origen 
S.  fevinour — 3. 

VBK.MOXT.— yiijne*  M'eacham,  Altah  Sabin,  Andrew 
Tracy— 3. 

Nkw  Youk.— Henry  Bennett,  Davis  Carpenter,  Gil- 
bfri  l)<?ari,  Caleb  l.yon,  Ren'ien  E.  F^nion  Thomas  T. 
Flagler,  George  Ha-iiiiig:",  Solomon  G  Haven.  Cli:i.rle3 
Ui;gries,  D.iiii.  IT.  Jones,  Orsamxi^  B.  Matteson,  Edwin 


B.  Morgan,  William  Murray,  Andrew  Oliver,  .Tared  V. 
Peck,  Ruins  W.  Pfckham,  bisliup  Pt-rkms,  Benjamin 
Pi  ingle,  Russell  Sage,  George  A.  Simmons,  Gkkrit 
t^.^^^ru.  Jolui  \Viiecler — •S2. 

Nkw-Jkksky.— ^^tM).  C.  M.  Pennington,  Charles  Skul- 
toii,  Nailiaii  T.  Siratton — 3 

Pt.sNSVLVANiA.— JoS'-;p;ti?.  Chandler,  Carlton  B.  Cur- 
tis, John  Dick,  Augustus  Drum,  William  Eterhari, 
J.mies  Gamble.  GaUi.ha  A.  Grow,  Isaac.  E  lliester, 
Thomas  M  Iknce,  John McCh.iUoch,  Ner  Middlesicurth, 
David  Ritchie,  Samuel  L.  Russell,  Michael  C.  Trout— 
14. 

Omo.~ Edward  Ball,  Lewis  D.  Campbell,  Alfred  P. 
Eiigerton,  Andrew  Ellison,  JoiiHCA  R.  GlDUINGS,  .4rtro» 
Harlan,  John  Scott  Harrison,  11.  H.  Johnson,  William 
D.  Lin<isey,  M.  H.Nicho's,  Ihouias  Richey,  William  R. 
Sapp,  Andre>7  Stuart,  John  L.  Taylor,  Edward  Wadb 
—15. 

LsDiANA.— Andrew  J.  Harlan,  Daniel  Mace,  Samuel 
W.  Parker— ■\. 

\\.usoi^.— James  EnocB,  Jesse  0-  Norton,  Eiihu  B. 
Washburne,  John  Wcntwoitli,  Richiud  Yates— 5. 

Michigan. — David  A.  Noble,  Hestor  L.  Stevens — 2. 

Wisconsin.— BerrjaminC.  Eiistinan,  Daniel 'Wells,  jr.— 
2. 

Iowa. — None. 

California.— .yojic.    Total — 91. 

SOUTHBRK  STATES. 

Virginia. — John  S.  MiUson — 1. 

North  C\R^hi^iL.— Richard  C.  P^iryear,  Sion  H. 
Rogers— %. 

Tbnnksske.— i?o6<w<  M.  Bugg.WiUiam  CuUom Emer- 
son Etheridge,  Nathcmiel  G.  Taylor— \. 

Louisiana.—  Theodore  G.  Hunt — I. 

Missouri.— Thomas  H.  Btuton — 1. 

Other  Southkrn  States. — None.    Total — 9. 

Total,  Free  and  Slave  States— 100. 
Absent,  or  not  voting — 21. 
N.  England  States.—  William  AppMon,  of  Mass. — 1. 
New-Youk.  — (^eo.  W.  C/ia«6,  James  Maurice — 2. 
Pennsylvania. — None. 
New- Jersey. — None. 

Ohio.— George  Bliss,  ifoses  B.  Corvoin—% 
Illinois.  — Wm.  H.  Bisseli — 1. 
California. — None. 
Indiana.— Ebeii  M.  Chamberlain — 1. 
Michigan.— iVoTi^. 
\>.iYi h.—John  P.  Cook—\. 
Wisconsin. — John  B.  Macy— 1. 

Total  from  Free  States — 9. 

Maryland.— e/b/m  R.  Franklin,  Augustus  B.  SoUers 
—2. 

Virginia. — Fayette  McMullen — 1. 

North  Carolina. — None. 

Delaware. — None. 

South  Carolina. — Wm.  Aiken,  Lawrence  M.  Keitt, 
Jolin  McQueen — 3. 

GttORGiA. — Win.  B.  W.  Dent,  James  L.  Seward — 2. 

Alabama.— iVone. 

Mississippi. — Wiley  P.  Harris — 1. 

Kentucky. — Linn  Boyd,  (Speaker,) Pre«Zey  Ewing — 2. 

Missouri. — Samuel  Caruthent — 1. 

Arkansas. — None.     Flortda. — None. 

Texas. — None.     Tennessee — None. 

Louisiana. — None. 


Total  from  Slave  States — 1'2. 

Wliigs  in  Ralics.  Abolitionists  in  small  capitals. 
Democrats  in  Roman. 

May  2Sd. — The  bill  being  thus  sent  to  the 
Senate  (not  as  a  Senate  but  as  a  House  bill), 
was  sent  at  once  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
and  there  briefly  considered. 

May  2ith. — Mr.  Pearce,  of  Maryland,  moved 
to  strike  out  the  clause  in  section  5,  which  ex- 
tends the  right  of  suffrage  to 

those  who  shall  have  declared  on  oath  their  jnteu- 
tion  to  become  such,  [citiEeiis]  and  shall  have  taken  an 
oath  to  support  the  Consliiutiou  of  tlie  United  Slates,  and 
the  provisions  of  this  act. 

Negatived — Yeas  :  Bayard,  Bell,  Brodhead, 
Brown,  Clayton,  Pearce,  and  Thompson  of 
Kentucky.     Nays,  41. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to    be  engrossed 
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Mason,  Va^ 
Morti/ti.  FIs  , 
Nurrts,  N.  U., 
J'etirce,  Mil., 
Pciiit,  liid., 
J'ratt,  Md., 
Uu-^k,  Texas, 
i^eiiaslian.  Ark., 
^liieMa,  III., 
i<lidell,  La., 
tfiuiirt,  .Mich., 
Thompson,  Ky., 
Thouisuu,  N.  J., 
Tuoiiib<>,  Ga., 
Toucey,  Ci., 
Wclkr,  Cal., 
Williams,  N.  IL, 


for  a  third   reading — Yeas.   35;  Xays,    13,   as  I 
I'ullows  :  I 

Yeas — For  Engrossing  : 

Uesfrs.  Atclii^ion,  Mo  . 
Sintytr,  N.  C, 
Mettjutnin,  La., 
iirualirad,  I'a., 
Uroirii,  MisD  , 
Butler,  S   C, 
Cas^,  Midi., 
Cl;<y,  AI.4., 
Da  tenon,  Cia., 
U'>agiii.4,  III., 
Kilzputriclc,  Ala., 
Owiu,  Ciil., 
Iluuler,  Va.. 
Juiiusuii,  Ark., 
Junes,  lova, 
Jont*,  TeiiM., 
Maliury,  FU., 

Wright,  N.  J., 

Xays — Against  Engro&<iiig  : 

Meinra.  Alltn,  R.  I.,  Gilxettb,  Ct., 

B*U,  Tenn.,  llainliii.  Me., 

CilA.-K,  Ohio,  James,  K.  I., 

Clayton,  Del.,  i>ewirj,  N.  V., 

/"t.t/i,  N.  v.,  Mm.nek,  .Mass  , 

Foot,  Vt.,  Wa<i«,  Ohio. 
Walker,  Wis.— 13. 

Democrats  in  Roman;  Whigs  in  Italics;  Free  Demo- 
crats in  i>>iAix  Ctps. 

The  bill  was  then  passed  without  furtlier 
divi:;ion,  and,  being  approved  by  tlie  President, 
became  a  law.  The  clause  in  the  14th  section, 
which  repealed  the  Missouri  Compromise,  with 
the  Badger /;/-oi't.so,  is  afi  follows: 

That  the  Constitution  and  all  the  laws  of  the  United 
States  which  are  not  locally  iiiapplicahle,  shall  have  the 
fame  force  and  effect  within  tlie  said  territory  of  Ne- 
lira-ka,  as  elsewhere  within  the  United  States,  except  the 
eii;l>ih  s«cliuu  nf  the  act  preparatory  to  the  admission  of 
M.bsoiiri  into  the  Union,  approved  March  sixth,  ei),'hleeii 
tiundred  and  twenty,  whicli  being  inconsistent  with  the 
lirinciples  of  non-intervention  by  Congress  with  Slavery 
ill  the  States  and  Territories,  as  recognized  by  the  legi:^la- 
tion  of  eighteen  hundred  and  fifiy,  commonly  called  the 
Compromise  Measures,  is  hereby  declared  Inoperative 
and  void;  it  being  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  this 
ttcl  not  to  legislate  Slavery  into  any  Territory  or  State, 
nor  to  exclU'ie  it  therefrom,  but  to  leave  tlie  people  there- 
of perfectly  free  to  form  and  regulate  their  domestic  in- 
alitutions  in  their  own  way.  subject  only  to  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  Slates;  Procided,  That  nothing  here- 
in contained  shall  be  construed  to  revive  or  put  iu  force 
any  law  or  regulaii-m  which  may  have  existed  prior  to 
Uie  act  of  sixth  of  .March,  eighteen  hundred  and  twenty, 
either  prulecliog,  establishing,  prohibiting  or  abolishing 
hiavcry. 

Dec.  3,  1855.— The  XXXIVth  Congress  con- 
veneii  at  the  Capitol,  in  Washington. — Jesse  D. 
Bright,  of  Ind.,  holding  over  as  Fre.*ident  pro 
tempore  of  the  Senate,  in  place  of  Vice-Presi- 
dent William  U.  King,  of  Alabama,  deceased. 
A  quorum  of  either  House  was  found  to  be 
present. 

But  the  House  found  itself  unable  to  organize 
by  the  choice  of  a  Speaker,  until  after  an  un- 
precedented struggle  of  nine  weeks'  duration 
Finally,  on  Saturday,  Feb.  20,  1850,  the  plu- 
rality-fule  was  adopted — Yeas,  113;  N^ays,  lo4 
— and  the  Hou-^e  proceeded  under  it  to  its  one 
hundred  and  thlrlii-lhird  ballot  for  speaker, 
when  Nathaniel  P.  Banks,  jr.  (anti-Nebraska) 
of  Massachusetts,  was  chosen,  having  lo3 
rotes  to  I'lO,  forW^illiam  Aiken,  of  South  Caro- 
lina. Eleven  voles  scattered  on  other  persons 
did  not  count  against  a  choice.  It  was  there- 
fore resolved— Yea.<,  155;  Nays,  40 — that  Mr. 
B.inks  was  duly  elected  Speaker. 

But,  during  the  pendency  of  this  election,  the 
PieMdciU  had  transmitted  to  both  Houses,  first 


(Dec.  31st)  his  Annual  Message,  and  next  (Jan. 
24ih)  a  special  message  with  regard  to  the  con- 
diiiou  of  Kansas,  in  which  he  tlius  alludes  to 
those  who  think  Slavery  not  the  best  institution 
to  make  a  prosperous  and  happy  State,  and  to 
those  wlio  opposed  the  repeal  of  the  Missouri 
restriction  : 

This  interference.  In  so  far  as  concerns  its  primary 
causes  and  its  immediate  commenceuieiit,  was  one  of  tlie 
incidents  of  that  pernicious  agitation  on  the  subject  of 
the  condition  of  tlie  colored  persons  held  to  service  in 
some  of  the  States,  which  has  so  long  (ilstuibed  the  re- 
pose of  our  country,  and  excited  Individuals,  otherwit".; 
patriotic  and  law-abiding,  to  toil  with  misdirected  zeal 
in  the  attempt  to  propagate  their  social  theories  by  the 
perversion  and  abuse  of  tlie  powers  of  Congress. 

The  persons  and  parties  whom  the  tenor  of  the  act 
to  organise  the  Territories  of  Nebraska  and  Kansas 
thwarted  in  the  endeavor  to  impose,  through  the  agency 
of  Congress,  their  particular  views  of  social  organiza- 
tion on  the  people  of  the  future  new  States,  now  per- 
ceiving that  the  policy  of  leaving  llie  inhabiiaiits  of  eatii 
Stale  to  judge  for  themselves  in  this  respect  was  ineradi- 
cably  rooted  in  the  convictions  of  the  people  of  the 
Union,  then  had  recourse,  in  the  pursuit  of  their  general 
object,  to  the  extraordinary  measure  of  propagandist 
colonization  of  the  Territory  tf  Kansas,  to  prevent  tlie 
free  and  natural  action  of  its  inhabiiaiils  in  iis  internal 
orgHiiizalion  and  thus  to  anticipate  or  to  force  the  deter- 
mination of  that  question  in  this  inchoate  Stile. 

The  President  makes  the  following  refer- 
ence to  the  action  of  the  people  of  Kansas, 
who,  claiming  the  right  "  peaceably  to  assem- 
ble and  petition  for  a  redress  of  grievances," 
did  so  assemble,  and  sent  a  petition  to  Con- 
gress, to  permit  them  to  form  a  State  Govern- 
ment, with  the  Constitution  submitted  : 

Following  upon  this  movement  was  another  and 
more  important  one  of  the  same  general  character. 
Persons  confessedly  not  constituting  the  body  politic,  Or 
all  the  inhabitants,  but  merely  a  party  of  the  inhabitants, 
and  without  law,  have  undertaken  to  suiiiuion  a  conven- 
tion for  the  purpose  of  transforming  the  Territory  into  a 
Stale,  and  have  framed  a  constitution,  adopted  it,  and 
under  it  elected  a  governor  and  other  ofiicers,  and  a 
representative  to  Congress. 

March  \'l. — In  Senate,  Mr.  Douglas,  of  Illi- 
nois, from  the  Committee  on  Territories,  made 
a  report  on  matters  relating  to  Kansas  afl'airs, 
in  which  he  says  : 

The  act  of  Congress  for  the  organization  o  the  Ter- 
ritories of  Kansas  and  Nebraska,  was  designed  to  con- 
form to  the  spirit  and  letter  i^f  He  Federal  Constitution, 
by  preserving  and  maintaining  the  fundamental  principle 
of  equality  among  all  the  States  of  the  Union,  notwiih- 
standing  the  restriction  contained  in  the  8th  section  of 
the  act  of  March  C,  1820.  (preparatory  to  the  admission 
of  Missouri  into  the  Union,)  which  assumed  to  deny  in 
the  people  forever  the  right  to  settle  the  question  of 
Slavery  lor  themselves,  provided  they  fhould  make  their 
homes  and  organize  Stales  north  of  thirty-six  degreed 
and  thirty  minutes  north  latitude.  Conforming  to  the 
cardinal  principles  of  State  equality  and  seKgovern- 
inent,  in  obetilence  to  the  Constiiutioii,  the  Kansas- 
Nebraska  act  declared,  in  the  precise  language  of  Uie 
Compromise  Measure's  of  1S50,  that,  "  when  admitted  a.i 
a  Stale,  the  said  Territory,  or  any  portir)n  of  the  same, 
shall  be  received  into  the  Union,  with  or  without  Slavery, 
as  their  constitutions  may  prescribe  at  the  time  of  their 
admission." 

He  then  refers  to  the  formation  of  the  "  Emi- 
grant Aid  Company,"*  whiih  had  been  organ- 
ized oil  the  principle  of  "  State  equality  "  by 
the  people  of  Massachusetts.  This  proceeding 
he  calls  "a  perversion  of  the  plain  provisions" 
of  the    Kansas-Nebraska    Act — that    the    only 

•  "  The  Emigrant  .\id  Company,"  wl:h  five  milUooa  dollars, 
to  which  Mr.  Doui;laJi  alludes,  aud  from  the  exi^uencn  of  which 
he  nukes  a  special  pl^.i  fur  the  BorJi^r  liuOlaDa,  was 
never  organized:  See  Ucport  of  :;pccial  Committee  of  Goa- 
gr-Ms,  (page  loa) 
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kind   of   lawful   emigration   was   "  such   as  has  1  effort  to  send  at  least  an  equal  number,  to  counteract  tha 
tilled  up  our  new  States  and  Territories,  when  P^PP'"^'^'^'^'^'^'^ '■«^"'' °f  ">e  new  importation. 

The  report  then  gives  a  history  of  the  Losisla- 
ture  elected  March  J^.Oth,  1855,  its  removal  from 
Pawnee  City  to  the  Sliavrnee  Mission,  its  subse- 
quent quarrel  with  Gov.  Reeder,  and  continues: 

A  few  days  after.  Governor  Reeder  dissolved  his  official 
relations  with  the  legislature,  on  account  of  the  removal 
of  the  seat  of  government,  and  wliile  that  body  was  still 
in  session,  a  meeting  was  called  by  "many  voters,"  to  as- 
semble at  Lawrence,  on  the  14th  or  15th  of  August,  1S5."), 
"  to  take  into  consideration  the  propriety  of  calling  a  Ter- 
ritorial Convention,  preliminary  to  the  foniiation  of  a  State 
Government,  and  other  subjects  of  public  interest."  At 
that  meeting,  the  following  preamble  and  resolutions  were 
adopted  with  but  one  dissenting  voice : 

"  Whereas,  the  people  of  Kansas  Territory  have  been  since 
the  settlement,  and  now  are,  without  any  law-making  i)ower  ; 
therefore 

"  Be  it  rejiolved.  That  we,  the  people  of  Kansas  Territory,  in 
mass  meeting  asseml^led,  irrespective  of  pnriy  ilisiiiift'ons,  in- 
fluenced by  a  common  necessity,  and  greatly  desirous  of  pro- 
moting the  common  good,  do  liereby  call  upon  and  nHpu-st  all 
bona  fide  citizens  of  Kansas  Territory,  of  whatever  political 
views  and  predilections,  to  consult  together  in  their  respective 
election  districts,  and  in  mass  convention  or  otherwise,  elect 
three  delegates  for  each  representative  in  the  legislative  as- 
semldy,  by  proclamation  of  Governor  Keeder  of  date  lOih 
March,  1855  ;  said  delegates  to  assembly  in  convention  at  the 
town  of  Topeka,  on  the  19lh  day  of  September,  18.5.5,  then  and 
th're  to  consider  and  determine  upon  all  subjects  of  public  in- 
terest, and  particularly  upon  that  having  reference  to  th? 
speedy  formation  of  a  State  Constitution,  with  an  intention  of 
an  immediate  application  to  be  admitted  as  a  State  into  th<! 
Union  of  the  United  States  of  America." 

This  meeting,  so  far  as  your  Committee  liave  been  able 
to  ascertain,  was  the  first  step  in  that  series  of  proceedings 
which  resulted  in  the  adoption  of  a  Constitution  and  fc-.'-te 
Government,  to  be  put  in  operation  on  the  4th  of  the  pre-  • 
sent  month,  in  subversion  of  the  Territorial  Government 
established  under  the  authority  of  Congress.  The  right  to 
set  up  the  State  Government  in  defiance  of  the  constitu- 
ted authorities  of  tlie  Territory,  is  based  on  the  assumption 
"that  the  people  of  Kansas  Territory  have  been  since  its 
settlement,  and  now  are,  without  any  law-making  power ;" 
in  the  face  of  the  well-known  fact,  that  the  Territorial  Le- 
gislature was  then  in  session,  in  pursuance  of  the  jiro- 
clamation  of  Governor  Reeder,  and  the  organic  law  of  the 
Territory. 

The  report  then  proceeds  to  narrate  the  cir- 
cumstances attending  the  formation  of  a  State 
Government  in  I\licliigan,  Arkansas,  Florida  and 
California,  and  states  that  "  in  every  instance 
the  proceeding  has  originated  witli,  and  been 
conducted  in  suborilination  to,  the  authority  of 
the  local  governments  established  or  recognized 
by  the  Government  of  the  United  States."  It 
then  refers  to  the  case  of  the  effort  to  change 
the  organic  l;iw,  made  in  Rhode  Island  some 
years  ago,  from  wliich  it  says  the  "insurgents'' 
(as  the  Free-State  party  in  Kansas  is  called) 
"can  derive  no  aid  or  comfort." 

The  following  concludes  the  Report ;  the 
words  in  Italics  below  perhaps  expltiin  in  what 
sense  the  people  of  a  Territory  are  "perfectly  free 
to  form  their  own  institutions,  in  their  own  way  :" 

Without  deeming  it  necessary  to  express  any  opinion  on 
this  occasion,  in  reference  to  the  merits  of  that  contro- 
versy, [referring  to  Rhode  Island,]  it  is  evident  that  the 
principles  ujjon  wliich  it  was  conducted  are  not  involved 
in  the  revolutionary  struggle  now  going  on  in  Kansas;  for 
the  reason,  that  the  sorereignti/ofa  Territory  remain-a 
ill  abeyance,  nufipeniled  in  tlie  United  Si"tes,  in  irvst 
for  the  people,  until  they  akall  he  admitted  into  the 
Union  as  a  State.  In  the  •meantime,  they  are  entitled 
to  enjoy  and  exercise  all  the  privileges  and  riffhts  of 
self-government,  in  subordination  to  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States,  and  in  obedience  to  their  organic 
law  passed  by  Congress  in  pursuance  of  that  i7istru- 
ment.  These  rights  and  privileges  are  all  derived  from 
the  Constitution,  through  the  act  of  Congress,  and  must  be 
exercised  and  enjoyed  in  subjection  to  all  the  limitationa 
and  restrictions  which  that  Constitution  imposes.  Hence, 
it  is  clear  that  the  jicople  of  the  Territory  have  no  inherent 
sovereign  right,  luider  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
to  annul  the  laws  and  resist  the  authority  of  the  Territoria? 
government  which  Congress  has  established  in  obediencd 
to  the  Constitution. 


each  individual  has  gone  on  his  own  account, 
to  improve  his  condition  and  that  of  his 
family."  The  report  then  states  that  the  peo- 
ple of  Missouri  were  greatly  alarmed  at  the 
rapid  filling  up  of  Kansas  by  people  opposed  to 
Slavery — that  this  might  endanger  the  exist- 
ence of  Slavery  in  Missouri — and  that,  as  the 
people  of  Missouri  had  a  right  to  defend  their 
own  institutions,  they  might  properly  resist  the 
formation  of  tin  Anti-Slavery  State  in  their 
aeighborliood.     The  report  continues  : 

For  the  successful  prosecution  of  such  a  scheme,  the  Mis- 
sourians  who  lived  in  the  immediate  vicinity  possessed  pe- 
culiar advantages  over  their  rivals  from  the  more  remote 
portions  of  the  Union.  Each  family  could  send  one  of  its 
members  across  the  line  to  mark  out  his  claim,  erect  a 
cabin,  and  put  in  a  small  crop,  sufficient  to  give  him  as 
valid  a  right  to  be  deemed  an  actual  settler  and  qualified 
voter  as  those  who  were  being  imported  by  the  Emigrant 
Aid  Societies.  In  an  unoccui)ied  Territory,  where  the  lands 
have  not  been  surveyed,  and  where  there  were  no  marks 
or  lines  to  indicate  the  boundaries  of  sections  and  quarter- 
sections,  and  where  no  legal  title  could  be  had  until  after 
the  surveys  should  be  made,  disputes,  quarrels,  violence, 
and  bloodshed  might  have  been  expected  as  the  natural 
and  inevitable  consequences  of  such  extraordinary  systems 
of  emigration,  which  divided  and  arrayed  the  settlers  into 
two  great  hostile  parties,  etich  having  an  inducement  to 
claim  more  than  was  his  right,  in  order  to  hold  it  for  some 
new-comer  of  his  own  party,  and  at  the  same  time  prevent 
persons  belonging  to  the  opposite  party  from  settling  in  the 
neighborhood.  As  a  result  of  this  state  of  things,  the 
great  mass  of  emigrants  from  the  northwest  antl  from 
other  States  who  went  there  on  their  own  account,  with  no 
other  object,  and  influenced  by  no  other  motives  than  to 
improve  their  condition  and  secure  good  homes  for  their 
families,  were  compelled  to  array  themselves  under  the 
banner  of  one  of  these  hostile  parties,  in  order  to  insure  pro- 
tection to  themselves  and  their  claims  against  the  aggress- 
ions and  violence  of  the  other. 

On  the  29th  of  November,  1854,  the  first  elec- 
tion iu  the  Territory  was  held  for  a  delegate  to 
Congress.  This  was  a  very  short  time  after  the 
arrival  of  the  Free  State  emigrants  in  suffi- 
cient bodies  to  protect  themselves.  At  this 
election,  according  to  the  returns,  J.  W.  Whit- 
field had  received  2,268  votes;  other  persons, 
675.  Whitfield,  of  course,  received  the  Gover- 
nor's certificate,  but  great  dissatisfaction  was 
expressed  by  the  Free  State  settlers,  charging 
that  many  of  the  votes  received  by  Whitfield 
were  given  by  men  living  in  Missouri ;  and  it 
afterward  appeared  that  at  the  time  of  the  first 
election  there  were  but  1,114  legal  voters  in  the 
Territory.     Nevertheless,  the  report  continues  : 

Certain  it  is,  that  there  could  not  have  been  a  system  of 
fraud  and  violence  such  as  has  been  charged  by  the  agents 
and  supporters  of  the  emigrant  aid  societies,  unless  the 
Governor  and  judges  of  election  were  parties  to  it ;  and 
your  committee  are  not  i)repared  to  assume  a  fact  so  dis- 
reputable to  them,  and  so  improbable  upon  the  state  of 
facts  presented,  without  specific  charges  and  direct  proof. 
In  the  absence  of  all  proof  and  probable  trutli,  the  charge 
that  the  Missourians  had  invaded  the  Territory  and  con- 
trolled the  congressional  election  by  fraud  and  violence 
was  circulated  throughout  the  Free  States,  and  made  the 
basis  of  the  most  inllammatory  appeals  to  all  men  opposed 
to  the  princiijles  of  the  Kansas-Nebraska  act  to  emigrate 
or  send  emigrants  to  Kansas,  for  the  purpose  of  repelling 
the  invaders,  and  a.ssisting  their  friends  who  were  then  in 
the  Territory  in  putting  down  the  slave-power,  and  prohi- 
biting Slavery  in  Kansas,  with  the  view  of  making  it  a 
Free  State.  Exaggerated  accounts  of  the  large  number 
of  emigrants  on  tlieir  way  under  the  auspices  of  the  emi- 
grant aid  companies,  with  the  view  of  controlling  the  elec- 
tion for  members  of  the  Territorial  Legislature,  which  was 
to  take  place  on  the  oOth  of  March,  1S55,  were  published 
and  circulated.  These  accounts,  being  republished  and  be- 
lieved in  Missouri,  where  the  excitement  had  already  been 
luUamed  to  a  fearful  intensity,  induced  a  corresponding 
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In  tracing,  step  by  step,  the  orijrin  ami  liLstory  of  llicse 
Kansas  diUicultiiS,  your  C'oiiiiiiitti-t.-  Iitive  bnii  prufnuiully 
Uupre!^jl'(l  uitli  tJie  sigiiilicuiit  fuel,  tliat  t-ucli  one  has  ri-  i 
suited  from  au  attempt  to  violule  or  circumvent  tlie  priu-  j 
ciples  and  provUioiis  of  tlie  act  of  Congress  for  the  organ- 
ization of  Kansas  and  NeLraska.  Tlie  leadhig  idea  and 
fundamental  principle  (f  the  Kansas-Nebraska  act,  as  ex- 
pressed in  the  law  itself,  was  to  Iture  the  actual  *rt- 
Utiis  anil  hona-jide  inhabitant*  of  each  Territory 
^  pf/mtly  /i  tif  to  Joiiniiiiil  r(\;ulatt  thi!ir  dinntntic 
irmtiiutioiis  in  their  otni  tray,  nuhject  only  to  the  I'uii- 
ttitutionoj  the  I'nited  State*."  While  this  is  declared 
to  be  the  "true  intent  and  meanin);  of  the  act,"  those 
who  were  opposed  to  alluwinp  the  people  of  the  Territory, 
preparatory  to  their  admiiisiou  into  the  I'nlon  as  a  J^tate, 
to  decide  the  Slavery  ([Uestion  for  themselves,  failing  to 
accomplish  their  jmrpose  in  the  halls  of  Congress,  and  un- 
der the  authority  of  ihe  Constitution,  immediately  resorted. 
In  their  respective  States,  to  uimsiial  and  extraordinary 
mejuu  to  control  the  |ioli(ieal  destinies  and  shape  the  do- 
mestic institutions  of  Kansas,  in  defiance  of  the  wishes, 
and  regardless  of  tlie  rights,  of  the  people  of  that  Terri- 
tory, aji  guaranteed  by  their  organic  law.  Combinations, 
lu  one  section  of  the  l'nion,to  stimulate  an  unnatural  and 
false  system  of  emigration,  with  tlie  view  of  controlling 
the  elections,  and  forcing  the  domestic  institutions  of  the 
Territory  to  ai^-^iinilatc  to  those  of  tlie  non-slaveholding 
States,  were  followed,  as  might  have  been  foreseen,  by  the 
Ii6e  of  similar  means  in  the  slaveholding  States,  to"  pro- 
duce directly  the  opposite  result.  To  these  causes,  and  to 
these  alone,  in  the  opinion  of  your  Committee,  may  be 
traced  the  origin  and  progress  of  all  the  controversies  and 
disturbances  with  wliich  Kansas  is  now  convulsed. 

If  these  unfortunate  troubles  have  resulted,  as  natural 
consequences,  from  unauthorized  and  improper  schemes 
of  foreign  interference  with  the  internal  affairs  and  domes- 
tic concerns  of  the  Territory,  it  b  apparent  that  the  remedy 
must  be  sought  in  a  strict  adherence  to  the  principles  and 
rigid  enforcement  of  the  provisions  of  the  organic  law. 
In  thia  connection,  your  Committee  feel  sincere  BatLsfaction 
lu  commending  the  mes.*ages  and  proclamation  of  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  Inited  States,  in  which  we  have  the  gratify- 
ing assuriiiice  that  the  supremacy  of  the  laws  n  ill  be  main- 
t.iined ;  that  rebellion  will  be  crushed;  that  insurrec- 
tion will  be  suppres,-..d  ;  that  aggressive  intrusion  for  the 
purpose  of  deciiling  elections,  or  any  other  puq>ose,  will 
be  repelled  ;  that  unauthorized  intermeddling  in  the  local 
concerns  of  the  Territory,  both  from  adjoining  and  distant 
States,  will  be  prevented ;  that  the  federal  and  local  laws 
will  be  vindicated  against  all  attempts  at  organized  resist- 
ance; and  that  the  people  of  the  Territory  will  be  jiro- 
tccted  in  the  establishment  of  their  own  institutions,  undis- 
turbed by  encroachments  from  without,  and  in  the  lull  en- 
joyment of  the  rights  of  self-government  assured  to  them 
by  the  Constitution  and  the  org;inic  law. 

In  view  of  these  assurances,  given  under  the  conviction 
Uiat  the  existing  laws  confer  all  the  authority  necessarj-  to 
the  performance  of  these  important  duties,  and  that  the 
whole  available  force  of  the  United  States  will  be  exerted 
to  the  extent  required  for  their  performance,  your  Com- 
mittee repose  in  entire  confidence  that  peace,  and  security, 
and  law,  will  prevail  in  Kansas.  If  any  further  evidence 
were  necessary  to  prove  that  all  the  collisions  and  diflicul- 
ties  in  Kansas  have  been  jfroduceU  by  the  schemes  of  for- 
eign interference  which  have  been  developed  in  this  re- 
port, in  violation  of  the  principles  and  in  evasion  of  the 
provisions  of  the  Kansas-Nebraska  act,  it  may  be  found  in 
the  fact  that  in  Xebrask.-»,  to  which  the  emigrant-aid  socie- 
ties did  not  extend  their  operations,  and  into  which  the 
streai:\  of  emigration  was  permitted  to  flow  in  its  usual 
and  natural  channels,  nothing  has  occurred  to  disturb  the 
peace  and  harmony  of  the  Territory,  while  the  principle  of 
ielf-government,  in  obedience  to  the  Constitution,  has  had 
fair  play,  and  is  quietly  working  out  Its  legitimate  results. 
It  now  only  remains  for  your  Committee  to  respond  to 
the  two  specific  recommendations  of  the  President,  in  bia 
special  message.    They  are  as  follows : 

"  This,  It  seems  to  me.  c.in  be  best  accomplliUied  by  provid- 
ing thai,  whfi)  t.'ie  intui'r>itan).4  of  Kansas  may  dpstre  it,  and 
sh>ill  lie  of  s""  -loconsillule  a  Stale,  a  coiiviT- 

lion  of  .1.-1.  J  I  hy  thp  oualiaed  vo:.rs,  hh.ill 

a.s.semlil'- ii.  1  :ion.  and  IIims  pri-par--,  tiinniRh 

reculnr  and  Uwi.i;  im-ju,-.,  for  hs  admission  Into  the  Ciilon  as 
a  Slate.  I  respeetfullv  recommend  Ihe  enaclmeul  of  a  law  to 
ihat  effect. 

"  I  recommend,  also,  that  a  special  appropriation  be  made 
to  defray  any  expeuse  which  may  become  reqiiWlc  in  Ihe 
execu'.lon  of  ihe  laws,  or  the  maintenance  of  public  order  lu 
the  Terntory  of  Kansias.' 

In  compliance  with  the  first  recommendation,  your  Com- 
mittee ask  leave  to  report  a  bill  authorizing  tlie  l!e;:Ulature 
of  the  Territory  to  provide  by  law  for  the  electiimof  dele- 
gates by  the  people,  and  the  assembling  of  a  Convention 
to  form  a  Constitution  and  State  Government  preparatctry 


to  their  admission  Into  the  I'nion  on  an  equal  footing  with 
the  origin.il  ."'tales,  so  soon  as  it  shall  appear,  by  a  ceiisui, 
to  be  taken  under  the  direction  of  the  tioveruor,  by  the 
authority  of  the  Legislature,  that  the  Territory  contains 
iiinet\ -three  thousand,  four  hundred  and  twenty  Inhabi- 
tant.-— Lliat  beUig  the  number  reijuired  by  the  present  ratio 
of  representation  for  a  member  of  Congress. 

In  compliance  with  tlie  other  recouimendation,  your 
Committee  propose  to  oll'er  to  the  appiopriatiou  bill  an 
aiiKlidnieiit  appropriatliigsuch  sum  us  shall  be  found  ne- 
cessary, by  the  estimates  to  be  obtained,  for  the  purpose 
iudicateil  in  tlie  recommendation  of  the  President. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted  to  the  Senate  by 
your  Committee. 

Sir.  (.'ollaiiicr,  of  Vermont,  the  Kepublican 
iiU'iiilier  il'  .-aiiiu  (.'oiiiinitlce,  pubiuilted  a  iiii- 
iioritv  ropoit,  in  wliii'li  he  says  : 

Thirteen  of  the  present  prosperous  States  of  this  I'nion 
passed  through  the  period  of  apprenticeship  or  pupilage 
of  territoruil  training,  under  the  guardiaiishii)  of  Congress, 
preparatory  to  assuming  their  proud  rank  of  manhood 
as  sovereign  and  independent  States.  This  period  of 
their  pupilage  w  as,  in  every  case,  a  period  of  the  good  ofU- 
ces  of  parent  and  child,  in  the  kind  relationship  sustained 
between  the  National  and  the  Territorial  liovernment, 
and  may  be  remembered  with  feelings  of  gratitude  and 
pride.  NVe  have  fallen  on  dillorcnt  times.  \  territory  of 
our  go^rnment  is  now  convulsed  with  violence  and  dis- 
cord, and  the  whole  family  of  our  nation  is  in  a  state  of 
excitement  and  anxiety.  The  National  Executive  power 
is  put  in  motion,  the  army  in  requisition,  and  Congress  is 
invoked  for  interference. 

In  this  case,  as  in  all  others  of  difficulty,  it  becomes  ne- 
cessarv  to  inquire  what  is  the  true  cauKe  of  existing  trou- 
ble, In  "order  to  apply  effectual  cure.  It  is  but  a  temporary 
palliative  to  deal  with  the  external  and  more  obvious  mani- 
festations and  developments,  while  the  real,  procuring 
cause  lies  unattended  to,  and  uncorrected,  and  unre- 
moved. 

It  Ls  said  that  organized  opposition  to  law  exbts  in  Kan- 
sas. That,  if  existing,  may  probably  be  suppressed  by  the 
President,  by  the  use  of  the  army  ,  and  so,  too,  may  inva- 
sions by  armed  bodies  from  Missouri,  if  the  Executive  be 
sincere"  in  its  efforts;  but  when  this  is  done,  while  the  cause 
of  trouble  remains,  the  results  will  continue  with  reuewed 
and  increased  development,-  of  danger. 

Let  us,  then,  look  fairly  and  undisguisedly  at  this  sub- 
ject, in  its  true  character  and  hLstory.  \Mierein  does  this 
Kansas  Territory  differ  from  all  our  other  Territories  which 
have  been  so  peacefully  and  successfully  cariied  through, 
and  been  developed  iuto  the  manhood  of  uidepcndent 
States?  Can  that  dill'erence  account  for  exi.-ling  trou- 
bles ?  Can  that  difference,  as  a  cause  of  trouble,  be  re- 
moved ? 

The  first  and  great  point  of  difference  between  the  Ter- 
ritorial government  of  Kansas  and  that  of  the  thirteen 
Territorial  governments  before  mentioned,  consists  in  the 
subject  of  Slavery— the  undoubted  cause  of  present 
trouble. 

The  action  of  Congress  In  relation  to  all  these  thirteen 
Territurien  van  ci>in/u(  tnl  on  a  uiiijoim  atid piiident 
priniijile,  to  wit:  To  utttle,  ly  a  clear  jjrorinion,  tfic 
l<ru:  in  rel'ition  to  ihe  mhUit  of  Slureiy  to  ie  ojiera- 
tiee  in  the  Territory,  while  il  remained  irurh ;  not 
leaving  it  in  any  one  of  those  cases  to  be  a  subject  of  con- 
troversy within" the  same,  while  in  the  plastic  gristle  of  its 
youth,  "  Tills  was  done  by  Congreiis  in  the  exeidte  of  the 
same  power  which  molded  the  form  of  tlicir  organic  laws, 
and  appointed  their  executive  and  judiciary,  and  some- 
times their  hgi-lalive  officers  ;  it  was  the  power  provided 
ui  the  Constitution,  in  these  words:  "Congress  shall  have 
power  to  (li-pose  of  and  make  all  needful  rules  and  regu- 
lations respecting  the  territory  or  other  property  belong- 
ing to  the  Lnited  States."  Settling  the  subject  of  Slavery 
while  the  country  remained  a  Territory,  was  no  higher  ex- 
ercise of  power  in  Congress,  than  the  regulation  of  the  func- 
tions of  the  territorial  government,  and  actually  ap)iointing 
its  principal  functionaries.  This  practice  commenced  witii 
thi.^  .Vali'inal  liovernment,  and  was  continued,  with  unin- 
terrupted uniformity,  for  more  than  hivty  years.  This 
practical  contemporaneous  construction  of  the  constitu- 
tional power  of  this  government  is  too  clear  to  leave 
room  for  doubt,  or  opportunity  forskepllcL-ni.  The  peace, 
pra«perity,  and  success  which  attended  this  course,  and 
the  results  which  have  ensued,  in  the  formation  and  ad- 
mission of  the  thirteen  ."■tales  therefrom,  are  nmst  conclu- 
sive and  satisfact<'ry  evidence,  ako,  of  the»i^doln  and 
prudence  » itli  which"  this  power  was  lareriined.  Deluded 
must  be  that  people  who,  in  the  pursuit  of  plausible  theo- 
ries, become  deaf  to  the  lessons,  and  blind  to  the  result^ 
of  their  own  experience. 
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Let  us  next  inquire  by  what  rule  of  uniformity  Congress 
was  governed,  in  the  exercise  of  this  power  of  determining 
the  condition  of  each  Territory  as  to  Slavery,  while  remain- 
ing a  Territory,  as  manifested  in  those  tliirteen  instances. 
An  examination  of  our  history  will  show  that  this  was  not 
done  from  time  to  time  by  agitation  and  local  or  party 
triumphs  in  Congress.  The  rule  pursued  was  uniform  and 
clear ;  and,  wlioever  may  have  lost  by  it,  peace  and  pros- 
perity have  been  gamed.     That  rule  was  tliis : 

Where  Slavery  was  actually  existing  in  a  country  to  any 
consiilerable  or  general  extent,  it  was  (though  somewhat 
modified  as  to  further  importation  in  some  instances,  as  in 
Mississippi  and  Orleans  Territories)  sufifered  to  remain. 
'J'lie  fact  that  it  had  been  taken  and  existed  there,  was 
taken  as  an  indication  of  its  adaptation  and  local  utility. 
Where  Slavery  did  not  in  fact  exist  to  any  appreciable  ex- 
tent, the  same  was,  by  Congress,  expressly  prohibited  ;  so 
that  in  either  case  the  country  was  settled  up  without  diffi- 
culty or  doubt  as  to  the  character  of  its  institutions.  In  no 
instance  was  this  difficult  and  disturbing  subject  left  to  the 
people  who  had  and  who  might  settle  in  the  Territory,  to 
be  there  an  everlasting  bone  of  contention,  so  long  as  the 
Territorial  government  should  continue.  It  was  ever  re- 
garded, too,  as  a  subject  in  which  the  whole  country  had 
an  interest,  and,  therefore,  improper  for  local  legislation. 

And  though,  v.  henever  the  people  of  a  Territory  come  to 
form  their  own  organic  law,  as  an  independent  State,  they 
would,  either  before  or  after  their  admission  as  a  State, 
form  and  mold  their  institutions,  as  a  Sovereign  State,  in 
their  own  way,  yet  it  must  be  expected,  and  has  always 
proved  true,  that  the  State  has  taken  the  character  her 
pupilage  has  prepared  her  for,  as  well  in  respect  to  Slavery 
as  in  other  respects.  Hence,  six  of  the  thirteen  States  are 
Free  States,  because  Slavery  was  prohibited  in  thera  by 
Congress,  while  Territories,  to  wit :  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois, 
Michigan,  AVisconsin,  and  Iowa.  Seven  of  the  thirteen 
are  slaveholding  States,  because  Slavery  was  allowed  in 
them  by  Congress  while  they  were  Territories,  to  wit :  Ten- 
nessee, Alabama,  Mississippi,  Florida,  Louisiana,  Arkansas 
and  Missouri. 

On  llie  6ih  of  March,  a.d.  1S20,  was  passed  by  Con- 
gress the  act  preparatory  to  the  admission  of  the  State  of 
Missouri  into  the  Union.  Much  controversy  and  discus- 
.sion  arose  on  the  question  wliether  a  prohibition  of 
SlHVery  within  said  State  should  be  inserted,  and  it  re- 
sulted in  this  :  that  said  State  should  be  admitted  without 
such  [)rohibition,  but  that  Slavery  should  be  forever  pro- 
hibited in  the  rest  of  that  country  ceded  to  us  by  France 
lying  north  of  8G°  30'  north  latitude,  and  it  was  so  done. 
'I'his  contract  is  known  as  the  Missouri  Compromise. 
Under  this  arrangement,  Missouri  was  admitted  as  a 
slaveholding  State,  the  same  having  been  a  slaveholding 
Territory.  Arkansas,  south  of  the  line,  was  formed  into 
a  Territory,  and  Slavery  allowed  therein,  and  afterward 
admitted  as  a  slaveholding  State.  Iowa  was  made  a 
Territory  north  of  the  line,  and,  under  the  operation  ol 
tlie  law," was  settled  up  without  slaves,  and  admitted  as  a 
free  Slate.  The  country  now  making  the  Territories  of 
Kansas  and  Nebraska,  in  1820,  was  almost  or  entirely 
uninhabited,  and  lay  north  of  said  line,  and  wliatever 
settlers  entered  the  same  before  1»54,  did  so  under  that 
law,  forever  forbidding  Slavery  therein. 

In  1S54,  Congress  passed  an  act  establishing  two  new 
Territories — Nebraska  and  Kansas — in  this  region  of 
country,  where  Slavery  had  been  prohibited  fur  more 
than  thuty  years  ;  and,  instead  of  leaving  said  law  against 
Slavery  in  operation,  or  prohibiting  or  expressly  allowing 
or  establishing  Slavery,  Congress  left  the  subject  in  said 
Territories,  to  be  discussed,  agitated,  and  legislated  on, 
from  time  to  time,  and  the  eleciions  in  said  Territories  to 
be  conducted  with  reference  to  that  subject,  from  year  to 
year,  so  long  as  they  should  remain  Territories;  for, 
whatever  laws  might  be  passed  by  the  Territorial  legisla- 
tures on  this  subject,  must  be  subject  to  change  or  repeal 
by  those  of  the  succeeding  years.  In  most  former  Terri- 
t  jrial  governments,  it  was  provided  by  law  that  their 
laws  were  subject  to  the  revision  of  Congress,  so  that 
they  would  be  made  with  caution.  In  these  Territories, 
that  was  omitted. 

The  provision  in  relation  to  Slavery  in  Nebraska  and 
Kansas  is  as  follows  :  "  The  eighth  section  of  the  act  pre- 
Iiaratory  to  the  ailinission  of  Missouri  into  the  Union 
(wliich  being  inconsistent  with  thv  principle  of  non-inter- 
vention by  Congress  with  Slavery  in  the  States  and  Ter- 
ritories, as  required  by  the  legislation  of  1850,  commonly 
called  the  Compromise  Measures)  is  hereby  declared 
inoperaiiDe  and  void;  it  being  the  true  intent  and 
meaning  of  this  act  not  to  legislate  Slavery  into  said  Ter- 
ritory or  State,  nor  to  exclude  it  therefrom,  but  to  leave 
the  people  thereof  perfectly  free  to  form  and  regulate 
their  domestic  insiitulious  \n  their  own  way,  sulijecl  only 
to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States :  Provided, 
That  nothing   herein   contained   shall   be   cmistrueil   to 


revive  or  i)ut  in  force  any  law  or  regulation  which  mny 
liave  existed  prior  to  the  at  of  6  March,  18'20,  either  pro- 
tecting, estal-ilishing,  prohibiting,  or  ab(jli-liing  Slavery." 
Thus  it  was  promulgated  to  the  people  of  this  wliole 
country  that  here  was  a  clear  field  for  competition — an 
open  course  for  the  race  of  rivalship;  the  goal  of  which 
was,  the  uliimate  establishment  of  a  sovereign  Slate  ;  and 
tlie  prize,  the  reward  of  evejlasting  liberty  and  its  institu- 
tions on  the  one  hand,  or  the  perpetuity  of  Slavery  and 
its  concomitants  on  the  other.  It  is  the  obvious  duty  of 
this  government,  while  this  law  continues,  to  see  ihis 
manifesto  fuitlifully,  and  honorably,  and  honesily  per- 
formed, even  though  its  particular  supporters  may  see 
cause  of  a  result  unfavorable  to  their  hopes. 

It  is  further  to  be  observed  that,  in  the  performance  of 
this  novel  experiment,  it  was  provided  tliat  all  while 
men  who  became  inliabitants  in  Kansas  were  eniitled  to 
vole  without  regard  to  their  time  of  residence,  usually 
lirovided  in  other  Territories.  Nor  was  tliis  right  of 
voting  confined  to  American  citizens,  but  included  all 
such  aliens  as  had  declared,  or  would  tieclare,  on  oath, 
their  intention  to  become  ciiizens.  Thus  was  the  procla- 
mation to  the  world  to  become  inhabitants  of  Kansas,  and 
enlist  in  this  great  enterprise,  by  the  force  of  numbers, 
by  vote,  to  decide  for  it  the  great  question.  Was  it  to  be 
e-\'pected  that  this  great  proclamation  for  the  political 
tournament  would  be  listened  to  with  indifference  and 
apathy?  Was  it  prepared  and  presented  in  that  spirit? 
Did  it  relate  to  a  subject  on  which  the  people  were  cool 
or  Indifferent  ?  A  large  part  of  the  people  of  this  country 
look  on  domestic  Slavery  as  "  only  evil,  and  that  coiv 
tinually,"  alike  to  master  and  to  tlave,  and  to  the  com- 
munity; to  be  left  alone  to  the  management  or  enjoy, 
ment  of  the  people  of  the  States  where  it  exists,  but  not 
to  be  extended,  more  especially  as  it  gives,  or  may  give, 
political  supremacy  to  a  minoriiy  of  the  people  of  this 
country  in  the  United  States  government.  On  the  other 
hand,  many  of  the  people  of  another  part  of  the  United 
States  regard  Slavery,  if  not  in  the  abstract  a  blessing,  at 
least  as  now  existing,  a  condition  of  society  best  for 
both  white  and  black,  while  they  exist  together;  while 
others  regard  it  as  no  evil,  hut  as  the  highest  state  of 
social  condition.  These  consider  that  they  cannot,  with 
safety  to  their  interests,  permit  political  ascendency  »o 
be  largely  in  the  hands  of  those  unfriendly  to  this  pecu- 
lio,r  institution.  From  these  conflicting  views,  long  and 
violent  has  been  the  controversy,  and  experience  seems 

to  show  it  interminable 

A  succinct  statement  of  the  exercise  and  progress  of 
the  material  events  in  Kunsas  is  this  :  After  the  passage 
of  this  law,  establishing  the  Territory  of  Kansas,  a  larga 
body  of  settlers  rai)idly  entered  into  said  Territory  with  a 
view  to  permanent  inhabitancy  therein.  Most  of  tliese 
were  from  the  Free  States  of  llie  West  ami  North,  who 
pi-dbalily  intended  by  their  votes  and  influence  to  estab- 
lish there  a  Free  State,  agreeably  to  the  law  which  invited 
them.  Some  part  of  those  from  the  Northern  States  had 
been  encouraged  and  aided  in  this  enterprise  by  the 
Immigrant  Aid  Society  funned  in  Massachusetts,  which 
put  forth  some  exertions  in  this  laudable  object,  by  open 
and  public  measures,  in  providing  faciliiies  for  transpor- 
tation to  all  peaceable  citizens  wlio  desired  to  become  per- 
manent settlers  in  said  Territory,  and  providing  there- 
in hotels,  mills,  etc.,  for  the  public  accommodation  of  that 
new  country. 

The  Governor  of  Kansas,  having,  in  pursuance  of  law, 
divided  the  territory  into  districts,  and  procured  a  census 
thereof,  issued  his  proclamation  for  the  election  of  a 
Legislative  Assembly  therein,  to  take  place  on  the  3uth 
day  of  March,  1855,  and  directed  how  the  same  should 
be  conducted,  and  the  returns  made  to  him  agreeable  to 
the  law  establishing  said  Territory.  On  the  day  of  election, 
large  bodies  of  armed  men  from  the  State  of  Missouri, 
appeared  at  the  polls  in  most  of  the  districts,  and,  by 
must  violent  and  tumultuous  carriage  and  demeanor, 
overawed  the  defenseless  inhabitants,  and  by  their  own 
votes  elected  a  large  majority  of  the  members  of  both 
Houses  of  said  Assembly.  On  the  returns  of  said  elec- 
tion being  made  to  the  Uovernor,  protests  and  objections 
were  made  to  him  in  relation  to  a  part  of  said  districts ; 
and  as  to  them,  he  set  aside  such,  and  such  only,  as  by 
the  returns  appeared  to  be  bad.  In  relation  to  others, 
covering,  in  all,  a  majority  of  the  two  Houses,  equally 
vicious  in  fact,  but  apparently  good  liy  formal  returns, 
the  inliabitants  thereof,  borne  down  by  said  violence  and 
intimidation,  scattered  and  discouraged,  and  laboring 
under  apprehensions  of  personal  violence,  refrained  and 
desisted  from  presenting  any  protest  to  the  Governor  iu 
relation  thereto;  and  he,  then  uninformed  in  relation 
thereto,  issued  certiticates  to  the  members  who  appear>.d 
by  said  formal  returns  to  have  been  elected. 

In  relation  to  those  districts  which  the  Governor  so  stt 
aside,  orders  w  Jre  by  him  issued  for   new  eleciions.     Iu 


THE  KAXSAS-NEBR.VSKA   STRrflGLE. 


91 


j>ne  of  these  districts,  the  same  proceedings  were  repeated 
by  men  from  Missouri,  and  in  others  not,  unU  ceriltioHles 
were  i>sueil  to  llie  persons  elected. 

This  Icgiil  .live  a>seinbly,  so  elei'ted,  assembled  at  Paw- 
nee, on  the  second  d»y  of  July,  IS.%5,  Ihil  beiiij;  the  lime 
KDil  place  forholdiiij;  said  ineeliii;;,  as  fixed  by  the  liov- 
ernor,  by  authority  of  l>iw.  On  asscnibling,  the  .said 
houses  pn)cecdcd  to  set  aside  and  reject  those  members 
so  e'ected  on  said  second  election,  except  in  the  district 
where  the  men  from  .Missouri  had,  at  said  election,  chosen 
the  same  persons  they  hail  elected  at  the  said  tirsl  election, 
uud  they  admitted  all  of  the  said  first-elected  members. 

A  legislative  assembly,  so  created  by  military  force, 
by  a  foreign  invasion,  in  \iolalion  of  theorgxiiic  law,  whs 
liui  a  usui|iution.  No  act  of  its  own,  no  actor  neglect  of 
"lie  Governor,  could  legaliie  or  sanctify  it.  Its  own 
4i>-cisions  as  to  its  own  legality  are  like  its  laws,  but  the 
fruits  of  its  own  usurpation,  which  uo  Governor  could 
legitimate 

The  people  of  Kansas,  thus  invaded,  subdued,  oppressed 
and  iusulied,  seeing  their  Territorial  Governiiieiil  (such 
only  in  form)  perverted  into  an  engine  to  crush  theni  n 
the  dust,  and  lo  defeat  and  destroy  the  profrssed  object 
of  their  organic  law,  by  depriving  them  of  the  " per/ect 
/■'MdoOT"  therein  provided  ;  and  finding  no  ground  to 
hope  lor  rights  in  that  orgaiiiiation,  they  proceeded, 
under  the  guaranty  of  the  United  States  Constitution, 
"peaceably  to  assemble  to  petition  the  Government  for 
the  redress  of  (their)  grievances."  Tiicy  saw  no  earthly 
source  of  relief  but  in  ilie  formation  of  a  Slate  Govern- 
ment t>y  the  people,  and  the  acceptance  and  ratification 
thereof  by  Congress. 

It  is  true  that,  in  several  instances  in  our  political  his- 
tory, Ine  people  of  a  Territory  have  been  aulliorized  by 
an  act  of  Congress  to  form  a  State  Constitution,  and, 
after  so  doiiig,  were  admitted  by  Congress.  It  is  quite 
obvious  that  no  such  authority  could  be  given  by  the  act 
of  the  Terriioiial  Government.  That  clear  y  has  no 
power  to  crea'e  another  Govejnment,  paramount  to  it- 
self. It  is  equally  true  that,  in  numeri'US  ins-tances  in 
our  history,  tlie  people  of  a  Territory  have,  witlmut  any 
previous  act  of  Congress,  proceeded  to  call  a  Convention 
of  the  people  by  iheir  delegates  ;  have  formed  a  State  Con- 
stitution, which  has  been  adopted  by  the  people,  and  a 
State  Legislature  assembled  under  it,  and  chosen  Seniitors 
to  Coiigre>s.  and  tlien  have  presented  said  Constitution 
to  Congress,  which  has  approved  the  same,  and  received 
the  Senators  ami  members  of  Congress  who  were  chosen 
under  it  before  Congress  had  approved  the  same.  Sucli 
was  the  case  of  Tennessee;  sucli  was  the  case  of  Michi- 
gan, wliere  the  people  not  only  formed  a  State  Coii«titu- 
tton  without  »n  act  of  Congress,  but  they  actually  put 
their  State  Government  into  full  operation  an<'  passed 
laws,  and  it  was  approved  by  Congress  by  receiving  it  as 
a  State.  Tlie  people  of  Florida  formed  their  Constitution 
without  any  act  of  Congress  therefor,  six  years  bef'  re 
they  Were  admitted  into  the  Union.  When  the  people  of 
Arkansas  were  about  forming  a  St;ite  Constitution  with- 
out a  previous  act  of  Congress,  in  1j35,  the  'I'erritorial 
Governor  applied  to  the  President  on  the  subject,  who 
referred  the  matter  to  the  Attorney-General,  and  his 
opinion,  as  theu  expressed  and  published,  contained  the 
following : 

"  It  Is  not  la  the  power  of  the  general  assembly  of  Ark^n.^as 
to  pass  any  liw  for  the  purpose  of  electing  membi^rs  lo  a  Con- 
Teulioii  lo  form  a  Consdiiuion  and  .Slate  govenimi-iit,  nor  to 
do  any  other  act.  dlrecily  or  Indirectly,  to  crea'.e  such  govern- 
DienL     Kvery  such  law,  even  though' it  were  approved  by  the 

fovernor  of  the  Territory,  would  be  null  and  void  ;  if  pass'-d 
y  them  iintwiihsuindini!  his  veto,  by  a  vote  of  two-thirds  of 
each4>r.iu 'h.  il  would  sUU  be  equally  void." 

He  further  decided  that  it  was  not  rebellious,  or  insur- 
rectionary, or  even  unlawful,  for  the  people  peaceably  to 
proceed,  even  wilhuut  an  act  of  Congress,  in  forming  a 
Constitution,  and  in  so  forndng  a  State  Constitution  and 
■o  far  organizing  under  the  same  as  to  choose  the 
officers  necessary  for  its  representation  in  Congress, 
with  a  view  to  (iresenl  the  same  to  Congress  fur  ail- 
mission,  was  a  power  which  fell  clearly  within  the 
right  of  the  people  to  assemble  and  petition  for  redress. 
The  people  of  Arkansas  proceeded  without  an  act  of  Coo- 
gress,  aiid  were  received  into  tlie  Union  accordingly.  If 
aoy  riglils  were  deriveil  to  the  people  of  Arkansas  from 
the  terms  of  tlie  French  treaty  of  cession,  they  equally 
extended  to  the  people  of  Kansas,  it  being  a  part  ol  the 
same  cesiioii. 

In  tins  view  of  the  subject,  in  the  first  part  of  August, 
IS55,  a  call  was  published  in  the  public  papers,  for  a 
nieetingi'f  the  citizens  of  Kansas,  irrespective  ofpariy.to 
meet  al  i  awrence,  in  said  Territory,  on  the  ISili  of  said 
August,  to  lake  into  consideration  the  propr  ety  of  <-hI1- 
iug  a  CoiiVeiition  of  the  people  of  the  wiiole  Territory,  to 
consider  that  subject.  Tliat  meeting  w  is  held  on  the  l.ith 
day  of  August  las;,  and  it  proceeded  to  call  such  Conven- 


tion of  delegates  to  he  elf  cted,  and  'o  asseiiilile  at  ""opeka 
in  said  Territory,  on  the  19th  day  of  .Seplemher,  ls.')&.  not 
to  form  a  Consiiiution,  bm  to  conslih-r  the  propriety  of 
calling,  formally,  a  Convention  fur  that  pnrp'  sc. 

Delegates  were  elected  agreeably  lo  the  proclamation 
so  issued,  and  they  met  at  Topeka  on  the  fourth  Tues- 
day in  October,  l!S,'S5,  and  formed  a  constitution,  which 
was  subinitted  to  the  people,  and  was  ratified  by  them 
by  vote  in  the  districts.  An  election  of  S  ate  oflicers 
and  members  of  the  State  legislature  has  been  had,  and 
a  representative  to  Congress  elected,  and  it  is  intended 
to  pinceed  to  the  election  of  senators,  with  the  view  to 
present  the  same,  with  the  constitution,  to  Congress  for 
admission  into  the  Union. 

Whatever  views  individuals  may  at  times,  or  in  meet- 
ings, have  expressed,  and  whatever  ultimate  determina- 
tion may  have  been  entertained  in  the  result  of  being 
spurned  by  Congress,  and  refused  redress,  is  now  en- 
tirely immaterial.  That  cannot  condemn  or  give  char- 
acter to  the  proceedings  thus  far  pursued. 

Many  have  honestly  believed  usuii>ation  could  make 
no  law,  and  that  if  Congress  made  no  further  provisions 
they  were  well  justified  in  forming  a  law  for  themselves  ; 
but  it  is  not  now  necessary  to  consider  that  luatter,  as 
it  is  to  be  hoped  that  Congress  will  not  leave  theTa  to 
such  a  necessity. 

Thus  far,  this  effort  of  tlie  people  for  redress  is  peace- 
ful, constitutional,  and  right.  Whether  it  will  succeed, 
re^ts  with  Congress  to  determine  ;  but  clear  it  is  that  it 
should  not  be  met  and  denounced  as  revolutionary, 
rebellious,  insurrectionary,  or  unlawful,  nor  does  it  call 
for  or  justify  the  exercise  of  any  fo  ce  by  any  depart- 
ment of  this  government  to  check  or  control  it. 

It  now  becomes  proper  to  inquire  what  ^hould  be 
done  by  Congress;  for  we  are  informed  by  the  Presi- 
dent, in  substance,  that  he  has  no  [lo'ver  to  coiTecl  a 
usurpation,  and  that  the  laws,  even  though  made  by 
usurped  authority,  must  be  by  him  enforced  and  ex- 
ecuted, even  with  military  force.  The  measures  of 
redress  should  be  applied  to  the  true  cause  of  the  diffi- 
culty. This  obviously  lies  in  the  lepeal  of  the  clause 
for  freedom  in  the  act  of  lS.iO,  and  therefore,  the  true 
remedy  lies  in  the  entire  repeal  of  the  act  of  IS54,  which 
ellected  it.  Let  this  be  done  with  frankne.ss  and  mag- 
nanimity, and  Kansas  be  organized  anew  as  a  Free  Ter- 
ritory, and  all  will  be  put  right. 

liut,  if  Congress  insist  on  proceeding  with  the  experi- 
ment, then  declare  all  the  action  by  this  spuiious, 
foreign  legislative  assembly  utterly  inoperative  and  void, 
and  direct  a  reorganization,  providing  proper  safeguards 
for  legal  voting  and  against  foreign  force. 

There  is,  however,  another  way  to  jiut  an  end  to  all 
this  trouble  there,  and  in  the  nation,  without  retracing 
steps  or  continuing  violence,  or  by  force  compelling 
obedience  to  tyiannical  laws  made  by  foreign  force; 
and  that  is,  by  admitting  that  Terr.tory  as  a  Mate,  with 
her  free  constitution.  True,  indeed,  her  numbers  are 
not  such  as  give  her  a  right  to  demand  admission,  be- 
ing, as  the  President  informs  us,  probably  only  about 
twenty-five  thousand.  The  Constitution  fixes  no  num- 
ber as  necessary,  and  the  imporiaiice  of  nmo  settling 
this  question  may  well  justify  Congress  in  admitting  her 
as  a  State,  at  thin  time,  especially  as  we  have  good  rea- 
son to  believe  that,  if  admitted  as  a  State,  and  contro- 
versy ended,  it  will  immediately  fill  up  with  a  numer- 
ous and  successful  population. 

At  any  rate,  it  seems  inipo.ssihic  to  believe  that  Con- 
gress is  to  leave  that  jjeople  without  redress,  to  have 
enforced  upon  them  by  the  army  of  the  nation  these 
measures  and  laws  of  violence  and  oppress, on.  Are 
they  to  be  dragooned  into  submission  ;  Is  that  an  ex- 
periment pleasant  to  execute  on  our  own  free  people  ? 

The  true  character  of  this  transaction  is  matter  of  ex- 
tensive noto.iety.  Its  essential  features  are  too  obvious 
to  allow  of  any  successful  disguise  or  palliation,  however 
complicated  or  ingenious  may  bo  the  stateiuents,  or 
however  special  llie  pleadings,  for  that  purjiose.  The 
ca.se  requires  some  quieting,  kind  and  prudent  treat- 
ment by  the  hand  of  Congress  lo  do  justice  and  satisfy 
the  nation.  The  people  of  this  country  aie  peacefully 
relying  on  Congress  to  provide  the  competent  measures 
of  redress  which  they  have  the  undoubted  power  tu  ad> 
minister. 

The  Attorney -General,  in  the  case  of  Arkansas,  says : 
"Congress  may  at  pleasure  repeal  or  moUify  ihe  laws 
passed  by  the  Territorial  Legislature,  and  may  at  any 
time  abrogate  and  remodel  the  legislature  itself,  and  all 
the  other  departments  of  the  Territorial  Government." 
T.  eating  this  grievance  in  Kansas  with  ingen.ous  ex- 
cuses, with  neglect  or  contempt,  or  riding  over  the 
oppressed  with  an  army,  and  dagooning  ihcm  Into  sub- 
m.ssion,  will  make  no  satisfactory  te,  mination.  Party 
success  may  at  limes  be  tempo,  a.  ily  secured  by  adroit 
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devices,  plausible  pretenses,  and  partisan  address ;  but  I  These  Rcntlemen  proceeded  to  Kansas  and 
the  permanent  preservation  of  this  Union  can  be  main-  „,^^„.  „^„^  ,  ^"'^"  t""Leeueu  lo  JVansas,  ana 
tained  only  by  frankness  and  integrity.  Justice  may  be  I  ^P^^^^  several  weeiis  there  in  taking  testimony  as 
denied  where  it  ought  to  be  granted;  power  may  perpe-  |  to  the  elections,  etc.,  which  had  taken  place  in 
tuate  that  vassalage  whicli  violence  and  usurpation  have  that  Territory.  The  testimony  thus  taken  forms 
produced;  tlie  subjugation  of  white  freemen  may  be  „  v^i„„„  „/„«  1*1  \  1  1  1  ^"""^ 
necessary,  that  African  i^lavery  may  succeed  ;  but  such  r/v'"°.  °*  ^^^^^^7  twelve  hundred  large  and 
■      ■  •  •    •  ■  -    Closely-printed  pages,  the  substance  of  which 


a  course  must  not  be  expected  to  produce  peace  and 
satisfaction  in  our  country,  so  long  as  the  people  retain 
any  proper  sentiment  of  justice,  liberty,  and  law. 

J.    COLLAMER. 

The  majority  and  minority  Reports  being  re- 
ceived, various  matters  relating  to  Kansas  were 
debated  until  the  19th  of  March,  the  House 
was  brouglit  to  a  vote  on  the  proposition  of 
the  committee  of  elections  to  empower  said 
committee  to  send  to  Kansas  for  persons  and 
papers,  which  was  modified  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Dunn,  of  lud.,  so  as  to  raise  a  special  committee 
of  three  members,  to  be  appointed  by  the 
Speaker.  The  resolutions  raising  this  com- 
mittee gave  it  ample  powers 

To  inquire  into  and  collect  evidence  in  regard  to 
the  troubles  in  Kansas  generally,  and  particularly  in 
regard  to  any  fraud  or  force  attempted  or  practiced  in 
reference  to  any  of  the  elections  which  have  talien 
place  in  said  Territory,  either  under  the  law  organizing 
said  Territory,  or  under  any  pretended  law  which  may 
be  alleged  to  have  taken  etfect  there  since.  That  they 
shall  fully  investigate  and  take  proof  of  all  violent  and 
tumultuous  proceedings  in  said  Territory,  at  any  time 
since  the  passage  of  the  Kansas  Nebraska  act,  whether 
engaged  in  by  the  residents  of  said  Territory,  or  by  any 
person  or  persons  from  elsewhere  going  into  said  Terri- 
tory, and  doing,  or  encouraging  others  to  do,  any  act  of 
violence  or  public  disturbance  against  the  laws  of  the 
United  States,  or  the  rights,  peace,  and  safety  of  the 
residents  of  said  Territory  ;  and  for  that  purpose,  said 
Committee  shall  have  full  power  to  send  for,  and  ex- 
amine, and  take  copies  of,  all  such  papers,  public  re- 
cords, and  proceedings,  as  in  their  judgment  will  be  use- 
ful in  the  premises;  and  also,  to  send  for  persons  and 
examine  them  on  oatli,  or  affirmation,  as  to  matters 
within  their  knowledge,  touching  the  matters  of  said  in- 
vestigation; and  said  Committee,  by  their  chairman,  shall 
have  power  to  administer  all  necessary  oaths  or  affirma- 
tions connected  with  their  aforesaid  duties.  That  said 
Committee  may  hold  their  investigations  at  such  places 
and  times  as  to  tliem  may  seem  advisable,  and  that  they 
have  leave  of  absence  from  the  duties  of  this  House  until 
they  shall  have  completed  such  investigation.  That  they 
be  authorized  to  employ  one  or  more  clerks,  and  one  or 
more  assistant  sergeants-at-arms,  to  aid  them  in  their 
investigation;  and  may  administer  to  them  an  oath,  or 
affirmation,  faithfully  to  perform  the  duties  assigned  to 
them,  respectively,  and  to  keep  secret  all  matters 
which  may  come  to  tlieir  knowledge  touching  such  in- 
vestigation, as  said  Committee  may  direct,  until  the 
Keport  of  the  same  shall  be  submitted  to  this  House  ; 
and  said  Committee  may  discharge  any  such  clerk  or 
assistant  sergeant-at-arms  for  neglect  of  duty  or  disre- 
gard of  instructions  in  the  premises,  and  employ  others 
under  like  regulations. 

The  vote  of  the  Slave  States  was  unanimous 
against   the    investigation,    17    from    the  Free 
States  voting  with  them.    Yea3  101  ;  Nays  93. 
The  following  are  the  negatives  from  the  Free 
States : 

A^'ay.s— Against  the  Investigation  : 

Maine— Thomas  J.  D.  Fuller— 1. 

New-Yokk— John    Kelly,     William,    W.    Valk 
Wheeler,  Thoinan  It.   Whitney— A. 

New-Jkrsey — George  Vail— 1. 

Pe.nnsylvania — John    Cadwalader,    Thomas    B. 
rence,  J.  Glaney  Jones— .3. 

Inuiana- William  H.  English,  Smith  Miller 2. 

Michigan — George  W.  Peck — 1. 

Illinois — James  C.  Allen,  Thomas  L.  Harris  Samuel 
S   Marshall,  William  A.  Kictiardson — 4. 

California — Piiilemon  T.  Herbert— 1. 

So  the  resolution  prevailed,  and  Messrs.  Wil- 
liam A.  Howard,  of  Michigan,  John  Sherman, 
of  Ohio,  and  Mordecai  Oliver,  of  Missouri,  were 
appointed  the  Committee  of  Investigation  there- 
by required. 


John 


Flo- 


was  summed  up  on  their  return  by  the  majority 
(Messrs.  Howard  and  Sherman),  in  the  following 

REPORT  ON  THE  OUTRAGES  IN  KANSAS. 
A  journal  of  proceedings,  including  sundry  communica- 
tions made  to  and  by  the  Committee  was  kept,  a  copy  of 
which  is  herewith  submitted.  The  testimony  also  is  here- 
with submitted ;  a  copy  of  it  has  been  made  and  arranged 
not  according  to  the  order  in  which  it  was  taken,  but  so  as 
to  present,  as  clearly  as  possible,  a  consecutive  liislory  of 
events  in  the  Territory,  from  its  organization  to  the  19th 
day  of  March,  a.  d.  1856. 

Your  Committee  deem  it  their  duty  to  state,  as  briefly  as 
possible,  the  principal  facts  proven  before  them.     When 
the  act  to  organize  the  Territory  of  Kansas  was  passed  on 
the  24th  day  of  May,  1854,  the  greater  portion  of  its  eastern 
border  was  included  in  Indian  reservations  not  open  foi 
settlement;  and  there  were  but  few  white  settlers  in  any 
portion  of  the  Territory.     Its  Indian  population  was  ra 
pidly  decreasing,  while  many  emigrants  from  different  part* 
of  our  country  were  anxiously  waiting  the  extinction  of 
the  Indian  title,  and  the  establishment  of  a  Territorial 
Government,  to  seek  new  homes  on  its  fertile  prairies.     It 
cannot  be  doubted  that,  if  its  condition  as  a  free  Territory 
had  been  left  undisturbed  by   Congress,  its  settlement 
would  have  been  rapid,  peaceful,  and  prosperous.    Its 
climate,  soil,  and  its  easy  access  to  the  older  settlements, 
would  have  made  it  the  favored  course  for  the  tide  of 
emigration  constantly  flowing  to  the  West,  and  by  this 
time  it  would  have  been  admitted  into  the  Union  as  a  Free 
State,  without  the  least  sectional  excitement.   If  so  organ- 
ized, none  but  the  kindest  feeling  could  have  existed  be- 
tween it  and  the  adjoining  State.    Then-  mutual  interests 
and  intercourse,  instead  of,  as  now,  endangering  the  har- 
mony of  the  Union,  would  have  strengthened  the  ties  of 
national  brotherhood.     The  testimony  clearly  shows,  that 
before  the  proposition  to  repeal  tlie  Missouri  Compromise 
was  introduced  into  Congress,  tlie  people  of  western  Mis- 
souri appeared  indififerent  to  the  proliibition  of  Slavery 
in  the  Territory,  and  neither  asked  nor  desired  its  repeal. 
When,  however,  the  prohibition  was   removed  bv  the 
action  of  Congress,  the  aspect  of  alTairs  entirely  changed. 
The  whole  country  was  agitated  by  tlie  reopening  of  a 
controversy  which  conservative  men  in  different  sections 
hoped  had  been  settled,  in  every  State  and  Territory,  by 
some  law  beyond  the  danger  of  repeal.     The  excitement 
which  has  always   accompanied  the   discussion  of   the 
Slavery  question  was  greatly  increased,  by  the  hope  on 
the  one  hand  of  extending  Slavery  into  a  region  from  which 
it  had  been  excluded  by  law,  and  on  the  other  by  a  sense 
of  wrong  done  by  what  was  regarded  as  a  dishonor  of 
a  national  compact.    This  excitement  was  naturally  trans- 
ferred into  the  border  counties  of  Missouri  and  tlie  Terri- 
tory, as  settlers  favormg  free  or  slave  institutions  moved 
into  it.     A  new  difficulty  soon  occurred.     Different  con- 
structions were  put  upon  the  organic  law.    It  was  con- 
tended by  the  one  party  that  tlie  right  to  hold  slaves  in 
the  Territory  existed,  and  that  neither  the  people  nor  the 
Territorial  Legislature  could  iwoliibit  Slavery— that  that 
power  was  alone  possessed  by  the  people  when  they  were 
authorized   to   form   a   State   government.     It   was   con- 
tended that  the  removal  of  the  restriction  virtually  estab- 
lished Slavery  in  the  Territory.    This  claim  was  urged  by 
many  prominent  men  in  western  Missouri,  who  actively 
engaged  m  the  affairs  of  the  Territory.    Every  movement, 
of  whatever  character,  which  tended  to  establish  free  insti- 
tutions, was  regarded  as  an  interference  with  their  rights. 
AVithin  a  few  days  after  the  organic  l-.iw  passed,  and  as 
soon  as  its  jiassage  could  be  known  ciii  the  border,  leading 
citizens  of  Missouri  crossed  into  the  I'Tritory,  held  squat- 
ter meetings,  and  then  returned  to  tlicir  hoines.     Among 
their  resolutions  are  the  following : 

"  That  we  will  allord  protectiou  to  no  Abolitionist  as  a  settler 
of  this  Territory." 

"  That  we  recognize-  the  institution  of  Slavery  as  alreadv  ex- 
isting in  tlxis  Territory,  and  a.lvise  slaveholders  to  iutroilucH 
iheir  property  as  early  as  possibly." 

Similar  resolutions  were  passed  in  various  parts  of  the 
Territory,  and  by  meetings  in  several  counties  of  Missouri. 
Thus  the  first  effect  of  the  repeal  of  the  restriction  against 
Slavery  was  to  substitute  the  resolves  of  squatter  meetings, 
composed  almost  exclusively  of  Missourians,  for  the  delibe- 
rate action  of  Congress,  acquiesced  in  for  35  years. 

This  unlawful  interference  has  been  continued  in  every 
important  event  in  the   history  of  the  Territory  :  ev<i>\ 
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electii-A  ha*  been  controlled,  not  by  the  actual  settlers, 
but  by  citizens  of  Mi>souri ;  ami,  as  a  consequence,  every 
officer  In  the  Territory,  from  constables  to  lejiislalors,  ex- 
cept those  apiioiuted  by  the  President,  owe  tiieir  positions 
to  non-resideut  voters.  None  have  been  eleileil  by  the 
settlers  ;  and  your  Committee  have  been  unable  to  lind 
that  any  politi>.al  power  whatever,  however  unimportant, 
has  been  exercised  by  the  people  of  the  Territory. 

In  October,  a.  d.  1^54,  liovernor  A.  H.  Keeder  and  the 
other  officers  appointed  by  the  President  arrived  in  the 
Territory.  Settlers  from  all  parts  of  the  country  were 
niovioi;  In  In  great  numbers,  making  their  claims  and 
buililing  their  cabins,  .\bout  the  same  lime,  and  before 
any  election  was  or  could  be  held  in  the  Territory,  a  secret 
political  society  was  formed  in  the  State  of  MLssouri.  It 
was  known  by  dilTerent  names,  such  as  "  Social  Hand," 
"Friends'  Society,"  "Blue  Lodge,"  "The  Sons  of  the 
South."  Its  members  were  bound  tofrether  by  secret 
oaths,  and  they  had  passwords,  signs,  and  grips,  by  which 
they  were  known  to  each  other.  Penalties  were  imposed 
for  violating  the  rules  and  secrets  of  the  Order.  AVrit«en 
minutes  were  kept  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Lodges,  and 
the  different  Lodges  were  connected  together  by  an  effec- 
tive organization.  It  embraced  great  numbers  of  the  citi- 
zens of  Missouri,  and  was  extended  into  other  Slave  States 
and  into  the  Territory.  Its  avowed  purpose  was  not  only 
to  extend  Slavery  into  Kansas,  but  also  into  other  terri- 
tory of  the  United  States;  and  to  form  a  union  of  all  the 
friends  of  that  institution.  Its  plan  of  operating  was  to 
organize  and  send  men  to  vote  at  the  elections  In  the  Ter- 
ritory, to  collect  money  to  pay  their  expenses,  and,  if 
necessary,  to  protect  them  in  voting.  It  aUo  proposed  to 
Induce  Pro-Slavery  men  to  emigrate  into  the  Territory,  to 
aid  and  sustain  them  while  there,  and  to  elect  none  to 
office  but  those  friendly  to  their  views.  This  dangerous 
society  was  controlled  by  men  who  avowed  their  purpose 
to  extend  Slavery  into  the  Territory  at  all  hazards,  and 
was  altogether  the  most  effective  instrument  in  organizing 
the  sulisequent  armed  invasions  and  forays.  In  iis  Lodges 
in  MUsouri,  the  affairs  of  Kansas  were  discussed,  the  force 
necessary  to  control  the  election  was  divided  into  bands, 
and  leaders  selected  ;  means  were  collected,  and  signs  and 
badges  were  agreed  upon.  While  the  great  body  of  the 
actual  settlers  of  the  Territory  were  relying  upon  the 
rights  secured  to  them  by  the  organic  law,  and  had  formed 
no  organization  or  combination  whatever,  this  conspiracy 
against  their  rights  was  gathering  strength  in  Missouri,  and 
would  have  been  sulEcient  at  their  first  election  to  have 
overpowered  them,  if  they  had  been  united  to  a  man. 

Your  Committee  had  great  difficulty  in  eliciting  the 
proof  of  the  details  in  regard  to^this  secret  society.  One 
witness,  member  of  the  legislative  council,  refused  to 
answer  questions  in  reference  to  it.  Another  declined  to 
answer  fully,  because  to  do  so  would  result  to  his  injury. 
Others  could  or  would  only  answer  as  to  the  general  pur- 
poses of  the  Society,  but  sufficient  is  disclosed  in  the 
testimony  to  show  the  influence  it  had  in  controlling  the 
elections  in  the  Territory. 

The  first  election  was  for  a  Delegate  to  Congress.  It  was 
appointed  for  the  29th  of  November,  1S.'J4.  The  Governor 
divided  the  Territory  into  seventeen  Election-Districts  ; 
appointed  Judges  and  prescribed  proper  rules  for  the 
election.  In  the  1st,  Illd,  Vlllth,  I.Xth,  Xth,  Xllth, 
Xllltli.  and  XVIIth  Districts  there  appears  to  have  been 
but  little  if  any  fraudulent  voting. 

The  election  in  the  Ild  District  was  held  at  the  village 
of  Doiiilas,  nearly  fifty  miles  from  the  .Missouri  line.  On 
the  day  before  the  election,  large  companies  of  men 
came  into  the  district  in  wagons  and  on  horseback,  and 
declared  thai  they  were  from  the  State  of  Missouri,  and 
were  going  to  Douglas  to  vote.  On  the  moining  of  the 
election,  they  gathered  around  the  house  where  the  elec- 
tion was  to  be  held.  Two  of  the  judges  appointed  by 
the  Governor  did  not  appear,  and  other  judges  were 
elected  by  the  crowd.  All  then  voted.  In  order  to 
make  a  pretense  of  right  to  vote,  some  persons  of  the 
company  kept  a  pretended  register  of  squatter  claims, 
on  which  any  one  could  enter  his  name  and  then  assert 
he  had  a  claim  in  the  Territory.  A  citizen  of  the  district 
who  was  himself  a  candidate  for  Delegate  to  Congress, 
was  told  by  one  of  the  strangers,  that  he  would  be 
abused  and  probably  killed  if  he  challenged  a  vote,  lie 
w:is  seized  by  the  collar,  called  a  d — d  .\bolitionist,  and 
was  compelled  to  seek  protection  in  the  room  with  the 
judges.  About  the  time  the  polb  were  closed,  these 
strangers  mounted  their  horses  and  got  into  their  wagons 
and  c.  led  out  : 

"  All  aboard  for  Westport  and  Kansas  City."  A  nura- 
he."  were  recognized  as  residents  of  Missouri,  and 
among  them  was  Samuel  H.  Woodson,  a  leading  lawyer 
of  Independence.  Of  those  who^e  names  are  on  the  poll- 
books,   -^   were    resident    settlers   and    2i6    were    not. 

The  election  in  the  IVth  District  was   held  at    Dr. 


I  Chapman's,  over  40  miles  from  the  Missouri  State  line. 

I  It   was  a  thinly -settled  region,  containing  but  4T  voten 

in  Fflruary,  lsr).%  when   the  census  was  taken.     On  the 

I  day  before  the  election,  from   loO  to  loO  citizens  of  Cass 

land    Jackson   Counties,   .Mo,   came   into    this    district, 

I  declaring  their   purpose   to   vote,   and   that  they   were 

I  boui:d  to  make  Kansas  a  Slave  State,  if  they  did  il  at 

I  the  point  of  the  sword.     Persons  of  the  party  on  the  way 

drove  each  a  slake  in  the  ground  and  called  it  a  claim — 

and  in  one  case  several  names  weie  put  on  one  stake. 

The  party  of  strangers  camiieil  all  nigiit  near  where  the 

election  was  to  be  held,  and  in  the  morning  were  at  the 

election-polls  and  voted.     One  of  tlieir  party  got  drunk, 

and,  to  get  rid  of  Dr.  Chapman,  a  judge  of  the  election, 

they  sent  for  him  to  come  and  see  a  sick  man,  and  in  h.s 

I  absence  filled  his  place  with  another  judge,  who  was  not 

sworn.     They  diu  not  deny  nor  conceal  that   they  were 

residents  of  Missouri,  and  many  of  Iheni  were  recognized 

as  such  by  others.     They  declared  that  tliey  were  bound 

to  make  Kansas  a  Slave  State.    They  insisted  upon  their 

right  to  vote  in  the  Territory  if  they  were  in  it  one  hour. 

Alter  the  election,  they  again  returned  to  their  homes  in 

Missouri,  camping  over  night  on  the  way. 

We  find  upon  the  poll-books  101  names;  of  these  not 
over  80  resided  in  the  Territory  ;  181  were  non-residents. 

But  few  settlers  atteniled  the  election  in  the  Vth  Dis- 
trict, the  district  being  large  and  the  settlement  scattered. 
S'2  votes  were  cast ;  of  these  between  20  and  80  were  set- 
tlers, and  the  residue  were  citizens  of  Missouri.  They 
passed  into  tlie  Territory  by  way  of  the  Santa  Fe  road  and 
by  the  residence  of  Dr.  Westfall.  who  then  lived  on  the 
western  line  of  Missouri.  Some  little  excitement  arose  at 
the  polls  as  to  the  legality  of  their  voting,  but  they  did 
vote  for  General  Whitfield,  and  said  they  inten<led  to 
make  Kansas  a  Slave  State,  and  that  they  had  claims  in 
the  Territory.  Judge  Teazle,  judge  of  the  court  in  Jack- 
son County,  Missouri,  was  present,  but  did  not  vote.  He 
said  he  did  not  intend  to  vote,  but  came  to  see  that  others 
voted.  After  the  election,  the  Missourlans  returned  the 
way  they  came. 

The  election  in  the  YIth  District  was  held  at  Fort  Scott, 
in  the  southeast  part  of  the  Territory,  and  near  the  Mis- 
souri line.  A  party  of  about  one  hundred  men,  from  Cass 
and  the  counties  In  Missouri  south  of  it,  went  into  the 
Territory,  traveling  about  4o  miles,  most  of  them  with 
their  wagons  and  tents,  and  camping  out.  They  appeared 
at  the  place  of  election.  Some  attempts  were  made  to 
swear  them,  but  two  of  the  judges  were  prevailed  upon 
not  to  do  so,  and  none  were  sworn,  and  as  many  as  chose 
voted.  There  were  but  few  resident  voters  at  the  polls. 
The  settlement  was  sparse — about  2.5  actual  settlers  voted 
out  of  105  votes  cast,  leavmg  SO  illegal  votes.  After  the 
voting  was  over,  the  Missourlans  went  to  their  wagons  and 
commenced  leaving  for  home. 

The  most  shameless  fraud  practiced  upon  the  rights  of 
the  settlers  at  this  election  was  in  the  Yllth  District.  It 
is  a  remote  settlement,  about  lo  miles  from  the  Missouri 
line,  and  contained  In  February,  A. I).  1^J>.'»,  three  months 
afterward,  when  the  census  was  taken,  but  53  voters,  and 
yet  the  poll-books  show  that  604  votes  were  cast.  The 
election  was  held  at  the  house  of  Frey  McGee,  at  a  place 
called  "110."  But  few  of  the  actual  settlers  were  present 
at  the  polls.  A  witness  who  formerly  resided  in  Jackson 
County,  Missouri,  and  was  well  acquainted  with  the  citi- 
zens of  that  county,  says  that  he  saw  a  great  many  wagons 
and  tents  at  the  place  of  election,  and  many  individuals 
he  knew  from  Jackson  County.  He  was  in  their  tents,  and 
conversed  with  some  of  them,  and  they  told  him  they  had 
come  with  the  Intention  of  voting.  He  went  to  the  polls 
Intending  to  vote  for  Flenniken,  and  Ills  ticket  being  of  a 
different  color  from  the  rest,  hLs  vote  was  challenged  by 
Frey  .McGee,  who  had  been  ajqiointed  one  of  the  judges, 
but  did  not  serve.  Lemuel  Kalstone,  a  citizen  of  Missouri, 
was  acting  In  his  place.  The  witness  then  challenged  the 
vote  of  a  young  man  by  the  name  of  Nolan,  whom  he 
knew  to  reside  in  Jackson  County.  Finally,  the  thing  was 
hushed  up,  as  the  witness  had  a  good  many  friends  there 
from  that  county,  and  it  might  lead  to  a  fight  if  he  chal- 
lenged any  more  votes.  Both  voted,  and  he  then  went 
down  to  their  camp.  He  there  saw  many  of  his  old  ac- 
(pialntances,  whom  he  knew  had  voted  at  the  election  In 
August  previous  In  Missouri,  and  who  still  resided  in  that 
State.  By  a  careful  comjjarison  of  the  poll-lists  with  t!ie 
census-rolls,  we  find  but  12  names  on  the  poll-book  who 
Were  voters  when  the  census  was  taken  three  months 
afterward,  and  we  are  satisfied  that  not  more  than  20  legal 
votes  could  have  been  polled  at  that  election.  The  only 
residents  who  are  known  to  have  voted  are  named  by  the 
witness,  and  are  13  in  number— thus  leaving  6!>4  illegal 
votes  cast  in  a  remote  district,  where  the  settlers  witldn 
many  miles  were  acquainted  with  each  other. 

Tiie  total  number  of  white  inhabitants  in  the  Xllh 
District,  in  the  month  of  February,  \.d.  1855,  Including 
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men,  women  and  children,  was  36,  of  whom  24  were 
voters — yet.  the  poll-lists  in  this  District  show  tli,^it  '215 
votes  Were  cast  at  tliis  election.  Kor  reasons  slated 
hereafter  in  regard  to  the  election  on  the  30tli  of  .Marcii, 
your  Commitiee  were  unable  to  procure  the  attendance 
of  witnesses  from  this  District.  From  the  records,  it 
clearly  appears  that  the  votes  cast  could  not  have  heen 
by  Ihw.'uI  resident  voters.  Tiie  best  test,  in  the  absence 
of  direct  proof,  by  which  to  ascertain  the  number  of 
legal  votes  cast,  is  by  a  comparison  of  the  census-roll 
with  tlie  poll-book — by  which  it  ajipears  that  but  T 
resident  settlers  voted,  and  23S  votes  were  illegally  and 
fraudulently  cast. 

The  election  in  the  XIV th  District  was  held  at  the  house 
of  Benjamin  Harding,  a  few  miles  from  the  town  of  St, 
Joseph,  Missouri.  Before  the  polls  were  openeil,  a  large 
number  of  citizens  of  Buchanan  County,  Missouri,  and 
among  them  many  of  the  leading  citizens  of  St.  Josepli, 
were  at  the  place  of  voting,  and  made  a  miijority  of  the 
company  present.  At  the  time  appointed  by  the  Gov- 
ernor for  opening  the  polls,  two  of  the  Judges  were  not 
there,  and  it  became  the  duty  of  the  legal  voters  present 
to  select  other  judges  Tlie  judge  woo  was  present* 
suggested  the  name  of  Mr.  Waterson  as  one  of  the  Judges 
— but  the  crowd  voted  down  the  proposition.  Some  dis- 
cussion then  arose  as  to  the  right  of  non-residents  to  vote 
'or  judges,  during  which  Mr.  Bryant  was  nominated  and 
elected  by  the  crowd.  Some  one  nominated  Col.  John 
Scott  as  the  other  judg-,  who  was  then  and  is  now  a 
resident  of  St.  Joseph.  At  that  time,  he  was  the  City  At- 
torney at  that  place,  and  so  continued  until  this  spring, 
but  heel  liineil  that  the  night  before  he  had  come  to  the 
house  of  Mr.  Bryant,  and  had  engaged  boanling  for  a 
month,  and  consi<lered  himself  a  resident  of  Kansas  on 
that  ground.  The  judges  appointed  by  the  Governor  re- 
fuseii  to  (Hit  the  nomination  of  Col.  Scott  to  vote,  because 
he  was  not  a  resilient.  After  some  discussion.  Judge 
Leonard,  a  citizen  of  Missouri,  stepped  forward  and  put 
the  vole  himself;  and  Mr.  Scott  was  declared  by  him  as 
elected  by  the  crowd,  and  served  as  a  judge  of  election 
that  day.  Afier  llie  election  was  over,  he  returned  to  St. 
Joseph,  and  never  since  has  resided  in  the  Territory.  It 
is  manifest  that  this  election  of  a  non-resident  lawyer  as 
a  judge  was  imposed  upon  the  settlers  by  the  citizens  of 
the  State.  Wheo  ihe  board  of  judges  was  thus  completed, 
the  voting  proceeded  ;  but  the  effect  of  the  rule  adopted  by 
the  judges  allowed  many,  if  not  a  majority  of  the  n;iii- 
residvnis,  to  vote.  Tiiey  claimed  that  their  presence  on 
the  grounil,  especially  when  tliey  had  a  claim,  in  the 
Terriioi-y,  gave  them  a  right  to  vote — under  that  con- 
struction of  the  law,  they  readily,  when  r.  quired,  swore 
they  were  '■  residents,"  and  then  voted.  By  this  evasion, 
as  nearly  as  j'our  Committee  can  ascertain  from  the  testi- 
mony, as  many  as  5U  illegal  votes  were  cast  in  this  Dis- 
trict out  of  153,  the  whole  number  polled. 

The  election  in  the  XVth  District  was  hehl  at  Pense- 
tnau's,   on   Stranger  Creek,   a  few  miles  from   Weston, 


Missouri.  On  the  day  of  the  election,  a  large  number  of 
citiZL-ns  of  I'latte  County,  but  chiefly  from  We.-ton  anu 
Platre  City,  came  in  small  parties,  in  wag  ^ns  and  on 
horseback,  to  the  polls.  Among  them  were  several  lead- 
ing citizens  nf  that  town,  and  tlie  names  of  many  of  ilieia 
are  given  by  the  witnesses.  They  genera  ly  insisted 
upon  their  right  to  vote,  on  the  groumi  that  every  ma  i 
having  a  claim  in  the  Territory  could  vote,  no  mat  er 
where  he  lived.  All  voted  who  chose.  No  m.m  was 
ciiallenged  or  sworn.  Some  of  the  residents  did  noi  voie. 
The  purpose  of  the  strangers  in  voting  was  declared  to  be 
to  innke  Kansas  a  Slave  State.  AVe  find  by  the  ooil-l)oo.<s 
that  3Jt>  votes  were  cast — of  these  we  find  but  57  are  •li- 
the census-rolls  as  legal  voters  in  February  following. 
Your  Committee  is  satisfied  from  the  teslimonv  that  not 
over  lUO  of  those  who  voted  had  any  right  so  to  do,  le.iv- 
ing  at  least  2'  6  illegal  votes  cast. 

The  election  in  the  XVIth  District  was  h-ld  at  Leaven- 
worth. It  was  then  a  small  villnge  of  three  or  four 
houses,  located  on  the  Delaware  Keservaiion.  There 
werj;  but  comparatively  few  settlers  then  in  the  district, 
but  the  number  rapidly  increased  afterward.  On  the 
day  before  and  on  the  day  of  the  election,  a  great  many 
cit.zcns  of  Platte,  Clay  and  Hay  counties  crossed  the 
river — most  of  them  camping  in  tents  and  wagons  about 
the  town,  "  like  a  camp-meeting."  They  were  in  compa- 
nies or  messes  of  ten  to  fifteen  in  each,  and  numbered  in 
all  several  hundred.  Tlie  yhrought  their  own  provision 
and  cooked  it  themselves,  and  were  generally  armed. 
Many  of  them  were  known  by  the  witnesses,  and  their 
names  given,  and  their  names  are  found  upon  the  poll- 
books.  Among  them  were  several  persons  of  influence 
where  they  resided  in  .Missouri,  who  htld,orhad  held, 
high  official  positions  in  tiiat  State.  They  claimed  to  be 
residents  of  the  Territory,  from  the  f.ict  thit  they  were 
then  present,  and  insisted  upon  the  right  to  vote,  and  did 
vote.  Their  avowed  purpose  in  doing  so  was  to  make 
Kansas  a  Slave  State.  These  strangers  crowded  around 
the  polls,  and  it  was  with  great  difliculty  that  the  settlers 
coul.l  get  to  the  polls.  One  resident  ai templed  to  get  to 
tlie  pods  in  the  afternoon,  but  was  crowded  and  pulled 
back.  He  then  went  outside  of  the  crowd  and  hurrahed 
for  Gen.  Whitfielii,  and  some  of  those  who  did  not  know 
hioi  said, '■  that's  a  good  Pro-Slavery  man,"  and  lilted 
him  over  their  heads  so  that  he  crawled  o;i  their  heads 
and  put  in  his  vote.  A  person  who  saw  from  the  color  of 
his  ticket  that  it  was  not  fur  Gen.  Wliitfield,  cried  out, 
'■  He  is  a  damned  Abolitionist— let  him  down  ;"  and  they 
drojiped  him.  Others  were  passed  to  the  polls  in  toe 
same  way,  and  others  crowded  up  in  the  best  way  they 
could.  After  this  mockery  of  an  election  was  over,  the 
non-residents  returned  to  their  homes  in  Missouri.  Of 
the  3;2  votes  cast,  not  over  150  were  by  legal  voters. 

The  following  abstract  exhibits  Ihe  whole  number  of 
votes  at  this  election,  for  each  candidate  ;  Ihe  nuuiber  of 
legal  and  illegal  votes  cast  in  each  district  ;  and  the  num- 
ber of  legal  votes  in  each  district  in  February  fo  lowing: 
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Thus  your  Committee  find  that  in  this,  the  first  election 
In  llie  IVriitory,  u  rery  lartje  lUMJoriiy  of  llie  votes  Were 
cast  by  ciliBciij  uf  tlie  ^late  uT  Mi:'?ouri,  in  violiitiuii  uf  ilie 
organic  liiw  of  tlie  Tcrrilory.  Of  llie  legal  votes  ca-t, 
tren.  Wliiitielil  receive.i  a  plurality.  Tlie  settlers  look 
but  little  iiileresi  in  llie  election,  not  one-half  of  tliein  Vot- 
ing. Tills  may  be  acouunleU  fur,  from  the  laci  that  the 
lelllemeiils  were  scaliereil  over  a  great  extent — lluil  the 
t«rm  of  tie  Delegate  10  be  elecleJ  was  short— aiiJ  that 
the  quest  on  of  Free  and  Slave  institutions  was  not  gene- 
rally rrgirded  by  tliein  us  distliiclly  at  issue.  Under 
liiese  circuiiistai  ce-,  u  systeiuailc  invasion  from  an 
■adjoining  Slate,  by  which  large  numbers  of  illegal  votes 
Were  ca?t  in  remote  and  t-parse  settlements  for  the 
avowed  purpose  of  exixnding  Slavery  into  the  Territory, 
even  thoug.i  it  did  uoi  change  the  result  of  the  elecli>ii, 
was  a  crime  of  great  nntgiiitude.  Its  immediate  ellecl 
was  to  further  excite  the  people  of  the  Northern  S'.ates — 
Induce  acts  of  reialialion,  and  exasperate  the  actual  set- 
Uers  against  their  neiglibor^  in  Mi:<souri. 

In  January  and  February,  a.d.  ISK,  the  Governor 
caused  an  enuineratiou  to  be  taken  of  the  inhabitantji  and 
qualitied  voters  iu  the  Territory,  aa  abstract  of  which  is 
here  given : 

Total  population 8501 

Total  voters  2'JilJ 

Natives  of  the  United  States 7IH1 

Of  foreign  birth 40'J 

Slaves '242 

Free  negroes  151 

On  the  same  day  the  census  was  completed,  the  Governor 
issued  his  proclamation  for  an  election  to  be  held  on  the  3Ulh 
of  March,  a.d.  1S.">o,  for  members  of  the  Legislative  .\ssera- 
bly  of  the  Territory.  It  prescribed  the  boundaries  of  dis- 
tricts, the  places  for  poll;,  the  namesof  judges,  the  appoint- 
ment of  members,  and  recited  the  qualification  of  voters.  If 
it  had  been  observed,  a  just  and  fair  election  would  have  re- 
flected the  will  of  the  people  of  the  Territory.  Before  the 
election,  false  and  intlammatory  rumors  were  busily  circula- 
ted among  the  people  of  Western  Missouri.  The  number  and 
character  of  the  enii;^ration  then  passing  into  the  Territory 
were  grossly  exaggerated  and  misrepresented.  Through  the 
active  exertions  of  many  of  its  leading  citizens,  aided  by 
the  secret  societies  before  referred  to,  the  pa.-isirns  and 
prejudices  of  the  people  of  that  State  were  greatly  excited. 
Several  residents  there  have  teslilied  to  the  character  of 
the  reports  circulated  among  and  credited  by  the  people. 
These  efforts  were  successful  By  an  organized  move- 
ment, which  extended  from  Andrew  County  in  the  north 
to  Jasper  County  in  tlie  south,  and  as  far  eastward  as 
Boone  and  Cole  counties,  companies  of  men  were  arranged 
In  regular  parties  and  sent  into  every  couiu-il  OUtriit  in 
the  Territii-i/,  and  int"  every  repretientatice  district 
but  one.  The  numbers  were  so  distributed  as  to  contr(d 
the  election  in  each  district.  They  went  to  vote,  and  with 
the  avowed  design  to  make  Kansas  a  Slave  Siate.  They 
were  generally  armed  and  equipped,  carried  with  them 
their  own  provisions  and  tents,  and  so  marched  into  the 
Territory.  The  d-.'tails  of  tliis  invasion  from  the  nia.-;s  of 
the  testimony  taken  by  your  committee  are  so  voluminous 
that  we  can  here  state  but  the  leading  facts  elicited. 

1st  District — March  30, 1S55. — Lawrence. 

The  company  of  persons  who  marched  into  this  district 
collected  in  Kay,  Howard,  Carroll,  Boone,  La  Fayette, 
Randolph,  Saline,  and  Cass  counties,  in  the  State  of  Mis- 
Bouri.  Thi-ir  expenses  were  paid — those  who  could  not 
come  contributing  provisions,  wagons,  etc.  Provbions  were 
deposited  for  t!ios.;  who  were  expected  to  come  to  Lawrence, 
In  the  house  of  William  Lyklns,  and  were  distributed  among 
Uie  Missourians  after  they  arrived  there.  The  evening 
before  and  tlie  morning  of  the  day  of  election,  about  lOoo 
men  from  the  above  counties  arrived  at  Lawrence,  and 
encamped  in  a  ravine  a  short  distance  from  town,  near 
the  place  of  voting.  They  came  in  wagons — of  which  there 
were  over  one  hundred — and  on  horseback,  under  the 
command  of  Colonel  .>^aiiiiiel  Young,  of  Boone  County,  Slis- 
Bouri,  and  Claiborne  F.  Jackson,  of  .Missouri.  They  were 
armed  with  guns,  rill  -<,  pistols,  and  bowie-knives,  and  had 
tents,  music,  and  tlaj.'S  with  them.  They  brought  with 
them  two  pieces  of  artillery,  loaded  with  musknt-balls. 
On  their  way  to  Lawrence,  some  of  them  met  .Mr.  N.  B. 
Blanton,  who  had  been  appointed  one  of  the  judges  of 
election  by  Governor  Kceder;  and,  after  learnin.'  from 
him  that  he  considered  it  his  duty  to  demand  an  oath  from 
them  as  to  their  place  of  residence,  first  attenfiited  to 
bribe,  and  then  threatened  him  with  hanging,  in  order  to 
Induce  him  to  dispense  with  that  oath.  In  consequence 
of  these  threats,  Le  diil  not  appear  at  the  polls  the  next 
morning  to  act  as  judge. 

The  evening  before  the  election,  while  In  camp,  the 
Missourlans  were  called  together  at  the  tent  of  Captain 
Claiborne  F.  Jacksou,  and  speeches  were  made  to  them 


by  Colonel  Voung  and  others,  calling  for  volunteers  to  go 
to  other  districts  where  there  were  not  Missourlans  enough 
to  control  the  election,  as  there  were  more  at  Lawrence 
than  were  needed  there.  Many  volunteered  to  go,  and 
tlie  morning  of  the  election  several  companies,  from  150  to 
•JOO  men  each,  went  off  to  TecuniSeh,  Hickory  Point, 
Bloomington,  and  other  jilaces.  On  the  morning  of  the 
election,  the  Missourlans  came  over  to  the  place  of  voting 
from  their  camp,  in  bodies  of  one  hundred  at  a  lime.  Mr. 
Blanton  not  appearing,  another  judge  was  apjiointed  in 
his  place— Cohuiel  Young  claiming  that,  as  the  people  of 
the  Territory  had  two  judges,  it  was  nothing  more  than 
right  that  the  .Missourlans  should  have  the  other  one,  to 
look  after  their  InleresU  ;  and  Kobert  K.  Cummins  was 
elected  in  Blanton's  stead,  because  he  considered  that 
every  man  had  a  right  to  vote  if  he  had  been  in  the  Terri- 
tory but  an  hour.  The  .Mi.<sourians  brought  their  tickets 
with  them ;  but,  not  having  enough,  they  had  three  hun- 
dred more  printed  in  Lawrence  on  the  evening  before  and 
the  <lay  of  election.  They  had  while  ribbons  in  their  but- 
ton-holes to  distinguL-h  themselves  from  the  settlers. 

When  the  voting  commenced,  the  question  of  the  legality 
of  the  vote  of  a  Jlr.  Page  was  raised.  Before  it  was  de- 
cided, Colonel  Samuel  Young  stepped  up  to  the  window 
where  the  votes  were  received,  and  said  he  would  settle 
the  matter.  The  vote  of  Mr.  Page  was  withdrawn,  and 
Colonel  Young  offered  to  vote.  He  refused  to  take  the 
oath  prescribed  by  the  Governor,  but  swore  he  waa  a  resi- 
dent of  the  Territory,  upon  which  his  vote  w;is  received. 
He  told  -Mr.  Abbott," one  of  th  ;  judges,  when  asked  if  he 
intended  to  make  Kansas  his  future  home,  that  it  was 
none  of  his  business ;  that  if  he  were  a  resident  then  he 
should  ask  no  more.  After  his  vote  was  received.  Colonel 
Young  got  up  in  the  window-sill  and  announced  to  the 
crowd  that  he  had  been  iiermitled  to  vote,  and  they  could 
all  come  up  and  vote.  He  told  the  judges  that  iliere  was 
no  use  in  swearing  the  others,  aj  they  would  all  swear  as 
he  had  done.  After  the  other  judges  concluded  to  receive 
Colonel  Young's  vote,  Mr.  Abbott  resigned  as  judge  of 
election,  and  Mr.  Benjamin  was  elected  iu  his  place. 

The  polls  were  so  much  crowded  until  late  in  the  evening, 
that,  for  a  time,  when  the  men  had  voted,  they  were  obliged 
to  get  out  by  being  hoisted  up  on  the  roof  of  the  building 
where  the  election  was  being  held,  and  pass  out  over  the 
house.  Afterward,  a  passage-way  through  the  crowd  was 
made,  by  two  lines  of  men  being  formed,  through  which 
the  voters  could  get  up  to  the  polls.  Colonel  Voung  asked 
that  the  old  men  be  allowed  to  go  up  lirst  and  vote,  a» 
they  were  tired  with  the  traveling,  and  wanted  to  get  back 
to  camp. 

The  Missourians  sometimes  came  up  to  the^oUs  m  pro- 
cession, two  by  two,  and  voted. 

During  the  day,  the  Missourians  drove  off  the  ground 
some  of  the  citizens,  Mr.  Stevens,  Mr.  Bond,  and  .Mr.  Willis. 
They  threatened  to  shoot  Mr.  Bond,  and  a  crowd  rushed 
after  him,  threatening  him  ;  and,  as  he  ran  from  them, 
some  shots  were  fired  at  him  as  he  jumped  off  the  bank  of 
the  river  and  made  his  escape.  The  citizens  of  the  town 
went  over  in  a  body,  late  in  the  afternoon,  when  the  polls 
had  become  comparatively  clear,  and  voted.     .     .     . 

The  whole  number  of  names  appearing  upon  the  poll- 
lists  is  l,o:i4.  After  full  exam  naiion,  we  are  satisfied 
that  not  over  2:32  of  these  were  legal  voters,  and  603 
were  non-resident  and  illegal  voters.  This  District  is 
strongly  in  favor  of  making  Kansas  a  Free  State,  and 
the  e  is  no  doubt  that  the  Free-State  candidates  for  the 
legislature  wouhl  have  been  elected  by  la;ge  majorities, 
if  none  but  the  actual  settlers  had  voted.  At  the  preced- 
ing election  in  .November,  1(S54,  where  none  but  legal 
voters  we  e  polled.  Gene  al  Whitfield,  who  received  the 
full  strength  of  the  Pro-Slavery  parly,  gol  but  46  votes. 

lln  District — Bloomingtox. 
On  tlie  morning  of  election,  the  judges  appointed  by 
the  Governor  appeared  ami  opened  the  polls.  Their 
names  were  Ha.rison  Bursun,  .Nathaniel  Kamsay,  and 
Mr.  Kllison  The  .Missou:ians  began  to  come  in  early  In 
the  morning,  some  500  or  60i)  of  them,  in  wagons  and  car- 
liages,  and  on  horseback,  under  the  lead  of  Samuel  J. 
Jones,  then  Postmaster  of  Weslport,  Missouri,  Claiborne 
F.  Jackson,  and  .Mr.  Steely,  of  independence,  .Missouri 
They  were  armed  with  double-barreled  guns,  rifles, 
bowie-knives,  and  pistols,  anil  had  flags  hoisted.  They 
held  a  sort  of  info'inal  election,  off  at  one  side,  at  first 
for  Governor  of  Kansas,  and  shortly  afterward  announced 
Thomas  Johnson,  of  Shawnee  .Mission,  elected  Governor. 
The  polls  hail  been  opened  hut  a  short  time,  when  Mr. 
Jones  marched  with  the  crowd  up  to  the  window,  and 
demanded  that  thev  should  be  allowed  to  vote  without 
sueaiing  as  to  their  residence.  After  some  noisy  and 
threatening  talk,  Claiborne  F.  Jackson  addressed  the 
crowd,  saying  they  had  come  there  to  vote,  that  they  had 
a  right  to  vote  M  they  had  been  there  bui  five  minutes, 
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and  he  was  not  willing  to  go  home  without  voting;  this 
was  received  with  cheers.  Jackson  then  called  upon 
them  to  form  into  little  bands  of  fifteen  or  twenty,  which 
they  did,  and  went  to  an  ox-wagon  filled  with  guns, 
which  were  distributed  among  them,  and  proceeded  to 
load  some  of  them  on  the  g.'ound.  In  pursuance  of 
Jackson's  request,  they  tied  ivliite  tape  or  ribbons  in 
I  heir  buttonholes,  so  as  to  .li-itinguish  them  from  the 
'■  Al)olitionsts."  They  again  demanded  that  the  Judges 
should  resign,  and  upon  their  refusing  to  do  so,  smashed 
in  the  window,  sash  and  all,  and  presented  their  pistols 
and  guns  to  them,  threatening  to  shoot  them.  Some  one 
on  the  outside  cried  out  to  them  not  to  shoot,  as  there 
were  Pro-Slavery  men  in  the  room  with  the  judges. 
They  then  put  a  pry  under  the  corner  of  the  house,  which 
was  a  log  house,  and  lifted  it  up  a  few  inches  and  let  it 
fall  again,  but  desisted  upon  being  told  there  were  Pro- 
Slavery  men  in  the  house.  During  this  time,  tlie  crowd 
repeatedly  demanded  to  be  allowed  to  vote  without  being 
sworn,  and  .Mr.  Ellison,  one  of  the  judge?,  e.xpressed  him- 
self willing,  but  the  other  two  judges  refused  ;  thereupon 
a  body  of  men,  headed  by  "  Sheriff  Jones,"  rushed  into 
the  judges'  room  with  cocked  pistols  and  drawn  bowie- 
knives  in  their  hands,  and  approached  Buson  and  Ram- 
aay.  Jones  pulled  out  his  watch,  and  said  he  nould  give 
them  five  minutes  to  resign  in,  or  die.  When  the  five 
minutes  had  expired  and  the  judges  did  not  resign,  Jones 
said  he  would  give  them  another  minute,  and  no  more. 
Ellison  told  his  associates  tliat  if  they  did  not  resign,  there 
would  be  one  hundred  shots  fired  in  the  room  in  less  than 
fifteen  minutes  ;  and  then,  snatching  up  the  ballot-box, 
ran  out  into  tlie  crowd,  holding  up  the  ballot-box  and 
hurrahing  for  Missouri.  About  that  time  Bui  son,  and 
Kamsay  were  called  out  by  their  friends,  and  not  suffeied 
to  return.  As  Jlr.  Burson  went  out,  he  put  the  ballot 
poll-books  in  his  pocket,  and  took  them  with  him  ;  and  as 
he  was  going  out,  Jones  snatched  some  papers  away  from 
him,  and  shortly  afterward  came  out  himself  holding 
them  up,  crying  "  Huriah  tor  iiii^s.^uri !"  After  he  discov- 
e.'ed  they  were  not  tlie  poll-books,  he  took  a  party  of  men 
with  him  and  started  off  to  take  the  poll-books  from  Bur- 
son.  Mr.  Burson  saw  them  coming,  and  he  gave  the 
books  to  Mr.  Umberger,  and  told  him  to  start  off  in 
another  direction,  so  as  to  mislead  Jones  and  his  party. 
Jones  and  his  party  cauglit  Mr.  Umberger,  took  the  poll- 
books  away  from  him.  and  Jones  took  hiUi  up  behind  him 
on  a  lio/se,  and  carried  him  back  a  prisoner.  After  Jones 
and  his  party  had  taken  Umberger  back,  they  went  to  the 
house  of  .Mr.  Kamsay  and  took  .ludge  John  A.  Wakefield 
prisoner,  and  carried  liim  to  the  place  of  election,  and 
made  him  get  up  on  a  wagon  and  make  them  a  speech  ; 
after  which  they  put  a  white  ribbon  in  his  button-hole 
and  let  him  go.  They  then  chose  two  new  judges,  and 
proceeded  with  the  election. 

Tliey  also  threatened  to  kill  the  judges  if  they  did  not 
receive  their  votes  without  swearing  them,  or  else  resign. 
They  said  no  man  should  vote  who  would  sulmiit  to  be 
sworn — that  they  would  kill  any  one  that  would  offer  to 
do  so — "shoot  him,"  "  cut  his  guts  out,"  etc.  i'hey  said 
no  man  should  vote  this  day  unless  he  voteil  an  open 
ticket,  and  was  "  all  right  on  the  goose,"  and  that  if  they 
could  not  vote  by  fair  means,  they  would  by  foul  means. 
They  said  they  had  as  much  right  to  voe,  if  they  had 
been  in  the  Territory  two  minutes,  as  if  they  had  been 
there  for  two  years,  and  they  would  vote.  Some  of  the 
citizens  who  were  about  the  window,  but  had  not  voted 
when  the  crowd  of  Missourians  marched  up  there,  upon 
attempting  to  vote,  were  driven  back  by  tlie  mob,  or 
driven  off.  One  of  them,  Mr.  J.  M.  Macey,  was  asked  if 
he  would  take  the  oath,  and  ujion  his  replying  that  he 
would  if  the  judges  required  it,  he  was  dragged  through 
the  crowd  away  from  the  i)olls,  amid  cries  of  "  Kill  ttie 
d— d  nigger-thief,"  "Cut  his  throat,"  "  Tear  his  heart 
out,"  etc.  After  they  had  got  him  to  the  outside  of  the 
crowd,  they  stood  around  him  with  cocked  revolvers  and 
drawn  bowie-knives,  one  man  putting  a  knife  to  his 
heart  so  that  it  touched  him,  another  holding  a  cocked 
pistol  to  his  ear,  while  another  struck  at  him  with  a  club. 
The  Missourians  said  they  had  a  right  to  vote  if  they  had 
been  in  the  Territory  but  five  minutes.  Some  said  they 
had  been  hired  to  come  there  and  vote,  and  get  a  dollar 
a  day,  and,  by  G— d,  they  would  vote  or  die  there. 

They  said  the  30lh  day  of  .March  was  an  important  day, 
as  Kansas  would  be  made  a  Slave  State  on  that  day. 
They  began  to  leave  in  the  direction  of  .Missouri  in  the 
afternoon,  after  they  had  voted,  leaving  some  thirty  or 
forty  around  the  house  wheie  the  election  was  held,  to 
guard  the  polls  until  after  the  election  was  over.  The 
citizens  of  the  Territory  were  not  around,  excejit  those 
who  took  part  in  the  mob,  and  a  lai  ge  portion  of  them 
did  not  vote:  341  votes  were  polled  there  that  day, 
of  which  but  some  thirty  were  citizens.  A  protest 
against  the  election  was  made  to  the  Uovernor.     The 


returns  of  the  election  made  to  the  Governor  were  loet 
by  the  Committee  of  Elections  of  the  Legislature  at  Paw- 
nee. The  duplicate  returns  left  in  the  ballot-box  were 
taken  by  F.  E.  Laley,  one  of  the  judges  elected  by  the 
Missourians,  and  were  either  lost  or  destroyed  in  li  s 
house,  so  that  your  Committee  have  l>een  unalile  to 
institute  a  comparis-in  between  the  poll-lists  and  census 
returns  of  this  district.  The  testimony,  however,  is  uni- 
form, that  not  even  thirty  of  those  who  voted  there  that 
day  were  entitled  to  vote,  leaving  311  illegal  voles.  We 
are  satisfied  from  the  testimony  that,  had  the  actual  set- 
tlers alone  voted,  the  Free-State  candidates  would  have 
been  elected  by  a  handsome  majority. 

IIId  District — Tecumseh. 

For  some  days  prior  to  the  election,  companies  of  men 
were  organized  in  Jackson,  Cass,  and  Clay  counties.  Mo., 
for  the  pur)iose  of  coming  to  the  Territory  and  voting  in 
this  Vth  distr  ct.  The  day  previous  to  the  election,  some 
400  or  500  Missourians,  armed  with  guns,  pistols,  and 
knives,  came  into  the  Territory  and  campeil,  some  at 
Bull  Creek,  and  others  at  Potawatamie  Creek.  Their 
camps  were  about  sixteen  miles  apart.  On  the  evening 
before  the  election.  Judge  Hamilton  of  the  Cass  County 
Court,  Mo.  came  from  the  Potawatamie  C,  eek  camp  to 
Bull  Creek  for  sixty  more  Missourians,  as  they  had 
not  enough  there  to  render  the  election  certain,  and 
about  that  number  went  down  there  with  him.  On  the 
evening  before  the  election.  Dr.  B.  C.  Westfall  was  elect- 
ed to  act  as  one  of  the  Judges  of  Election  in  the  Bull 
Creek  precinct,  in  i)lace  of  one  of  the  judges  appointed 
by  the  O-overnor,  who,  it  was  said,  would  not  be  there  the 
next  day.  Dr.  Westfall  was  at  that  i.inie  a  citizen  of 
Jackson  County,  Mo.  On  the  morning  of  the  election, 
the  polls  for  Bull  Creek  precinct  were  opened,  and,  with- 
out sweiring  the  judges,  they  jjroceeded  to  receive  the 
votes  of  all  who  offered  to  vote.  For  the  sake  of  appear- 
ance, they  would  gel  some  one  to  come  to  the  window 
and  offer  to  vote,  and  when  asked  to  be  sworn  he  would 
pretend  to  grow  angry  at  the  judges  and  would  go  away, 
and  his  name  would  be  put  down  as  having  olfered  to 
vole,  but  "rejected,  refusing  to  be  sworn."  This 
arrangement  was  made  previously  and  perfectly  under- 
stood by  the  judges.  But  few  of  the  residents  of  th# 
district  were  present  at  the  election,  and  only  thirteen 
voted.   The  number  of  votes  cast  in  the  precinct  was  393. 

One  Missourian  voted  for  himself  and  then  voted  for 
his  little  son,  but  lO  or  11  years  old.  Col.  Coffer,  Heniy 
Younger  and  Mr.  Lykins,  who  were  voted  for  and  elect- 
ed to  the  Legislature,  were  residents  of  Missouri  at  the 
time.  Col.  Coffer  subsequently  married  in  the  Territory. 
After  the  polls  were  clo.-ed,  the  returns  were  made,  and 
a  man,  claiming  to  be  a  magistrate,  certified  on  them 
that  he  had  sworn  the  judges  of  election  before  opening 
the  polls.  In  the  Potawatamie  precinct,  the  Missouriana 
attended  the  election,  and  after  threatening  Mr.  Ches- 
nut,  the  only  judge  present  appointed  by  the  Governor, 
to  induce  him  to  resign,  they  proceeded  to  elect  two 
other  judges — one  a  Missourian  and  the  other  a  resident 
of  another  precinct  of  that  district.  The  polls  were  then 
opened,  and  all  the  Missourians  were  allowed  to  vote 
without  being  sworn. 

After  the  polls  were  closed,  and  the  returns  made  out 
for  the  signature  of  the  judges,  Mr.  Chesnut  refused  to 
sign  them,  as  he  did  not  consider  them  correct  returns 
of  legal  voters. 

Col.  Coffer,  a  resident  of  Missouri,  but  elected  to  the 
Kansas  LegislaUire  froui  that  district  at  that  election,  en- 
deavored with  oihe.s  to  induce  Mr.  Chesnut  by  threats 
to  sign  the  returns,  which  he  refused  to  do,  and  left  the 
house.  On  his  way  home,  he  was  fired  at  by  some  Mis- 
sourians, though  not  injured.  There  were  three  illegal 
to  one  legal  vote  given  there  that  day.  At  the  Big  Layer 
precinct,  the  judges  appointed  by  the  Governor  met 
at  the  time  appointed,  and  proceeded  to  open  the  polls, 
after  being  duly  swo,  n.  After  a  few  votes  had  been  re- 
ceived, a  party  of  Msssourians  came  into  the  yard  of 
the  house  where  the  election  was  held,  and,  unloading  a 
wagon  filled  with  arms,  stacked  their  guns  in  the  ya,<l, 
and  came  up  to  the  wimlow  and  demanded  to  be  admit- 
ted to  vole.  Two  of  the  judges  decided  to  receive  the.r 
voles.  Whereupon  the  third  judge,  Mr.  J.  M  .\rthur,  re- 
signed, and  another  was  chosen  in  his  place.  Col. 
Young,  a  citizen  of  Missouri,  but  a  candidate  for,  and 
elected  to,  the  Territorial  Legislative  Council,  was  pre- 
sent a,n\  voted  in  the  precinct.  He  claimed  that  all 
Missourians  who  were  present  on  the  day  of  election 
were  entitled  to  vole.  But  thirty  or  forty  of  the  oil  zcns 
of  the  precinct  were  present,  and  many  of  them  did  not, 
vote.  At  the  Little  Sugar  precinct,  the  election  seemed 
to  have  been  conducted  fairly,  and  there  a  Free-Slate 
majority  was  polled.  From  the  testimony,  the  whole 
district  appears  to  have   been   largely   Free-Stale,  and, 
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liad  none  hut  actual  settlers  voted,  the  Free-State  candl- 1  the  Council  and  a  nonrosentifiv..   nn.i  Ua  ^„.„  „ 
date,   would  have  been   elected  by  a  large   majorltv.    trolled  by   be  ilI^alvorec^;tt^.;rr^^T^^^^^  waa  con- 

From   a   careful  examination  of  the  testiufony  and  the    SO  vote.   In  ?-7"votes  were  ci^t   of  whom  ?n'  '''°T' 
ve  fln.I  that  f.ora  200  to.  -i-'S  leiral   votes  were     v„t..,.  .!.»  S,  L«,  ..  °  Pf,.."""   '''""■  °'  "''°'"  "  majorily 


records,  we  And  that  from  200  to  225  legal  votes  were    voted  the  Free-State  ticket 
polled  out  of  t>6o,  the  total  numbef  given  in  the  precincts 
of  the  Vlh  District.    Of  the   legal  votes  cast,  the  Free- 
State  candidates  received  152. 


VIth  District — Fort  Scott. 
A  company  of  citizens  from  .Missouri,  mostly  from 
Bates  County,  came  into  this  DUtrict  the  day  before  the 
election,  some  camping  and  others  putting  up  at  tlie 
public-house.  They  numbered  fiom  100  to  200,  and  came 
lu  wagons  and  on  horseback,  carrying  their  provisions 
and  tents  with  them,  and  were  generally  armed  with  pis- 
tols. They  declared  their  purpose  to  vote,  an<l  claimed 
the  right  to  do  so.  They  went  to  the  polls  generallv  in 
small  bodies,  witli  tickets  in  their  hands,  and  many,  if 
not  all,  voted.  In  some  cases,  they  declared  that  they 
had  voted,  and  gave  their  reasons  for  so  doing.  .Mr. 
Anderson,  a  Pro-.-<lavery  candidate  for  the  Legislature^ 
endeavored  to  di.<$uade  the  non-residents  from  voting^ 
because  he  did  not  wish  the  election  contested.  This 
person,  however,  insisted  upon  voting,  and  upon  his 
right  to  vote,  and  did  so.  No  one  was  challenged  or 
sworn,  and  all  voted  who  desired  to.  Out  of  ;j50  votes 
cast,  not  over  100  were  legal,  and  but  6t  of  these 
named  in  the  census  taken  one  month  befure  bv  .Mr. 
Barber,  the  candidate  for  Council,  voted.  Many  of  the 
Free-State  men  did  not  vote,  but  your  Committee  is  sat- 
isfied that,  of  the  legal  votes  cast,  the  Pro-Slavery  candi- 
dates received  a  migoritj-.  .Mr.  Anderson,  one  of  these 
candidates,  was  an  unmarried  man,  who  came  into  the 
District  from  -Missouri  a  few  days  before  the  election, 
and  boarded  at  the  public-houseuntil  the  dav  after  the 
election.  IJe  then  took  with  him  the  poll-lists,  and  did 
not  return  to  Fort  Scott  until  the  occasion  of  a  barbacue 
the  week  before  the  election  of  October  1,  1S55.  1/e 
voted  at  that  election,  and  after  it  left,  and  has  not  since 
been  in  the  District.  S.  A.  Williams,  the  other  Pro- 
Slavery  candidate,  at  the  time  of  the  election  had  a 
claim  in  the  Territory,  but  his  legal  residence  was  not 
there  until  afte.-  the  election. 

VIIth  District. 
three  hundred  men,  from  the  State  of 


in  wagons  or  on  horseback,  to  the  elec- 
Switzer's  Creek, in  the  VIIth  District,  and 


From  two  to 
Mi>souri,  came 
tinn  ground  at  S 

encamped  near  the  polls,  on  the  day  preceding  the 
election.  They  ivere  armed  with  pistols  and  other  wea- 
p.>us,  and  declared  their  purpose  to  vote,  in  order  to  se- 
cure the  election  of  Pro-Slavery  members.  They  said 
tliey  were  di>appointed  in  not  finding  more  Vanke''s 
Ui«re,  and  that  they  had  bmught  more  men  than  were 
necessary  to  counterbalance  their  vote.  A  numljer  of 
Uiem  wore  badges  of  blue  ribbon,  with  a  motto,  and  the 
company  were  under  the  direction  of  leaders.  Thcv  de- 
cUred  their  intention  to  conduct  themselves  peacefullv 
unless  the  residents  of  the  Territory  attempted  to  sto'p 
Uiem  from  voting.  Two  of  the  judges  of  election  ap- 
pointed by  Governor  Keeder  refused  to  serve,  where- 
upon two  others  were  appointed  in  their  stead  by  the 
crowd  of  Missourians  who  surrounded  the  polls.  The 
newly-appointed  judges  refused  to  take  the  oath  pre- 
icribed  by  Governor  Jteeder,  but  made  one  to  suit  them- 
selves. Andrew  Johnson  requested  each  voter  to  swear 
If  he  had  a  claim  in  the  Territory,  and  if  he  had  voted  in 
another  district.  The  judges  did  not  take  the  oath  pre- 
scribed, but  were  sworn  to  receive  all  legal  votes.  The 
Missourians  voted  without  being  sworn.  They  sup- 
ported II.  J.  Stickler  for  Council,  and  .M.  W  MctJce  for 
Representative.  They  left  the  evening  of  the  election 
Some  of  them  started  on  horseback  for  Lawrence  as 
they  said  they  could  be  there  before  night,  and  all  went 
the  way  they  came.   The  census-list  shows  5.3  legal  voters 


voles  were  cast ;  of  these  25  were 


in  the  District.    258 ....„  ^.„. ,  „.  ,„, 

residents,  17  of  whom  were  in  the  District  when  the  cen- 
sus was  taken.  Some  of  the  residenU  present  at  the 
polls  did  not  vote,  declaring  it  useless.  Candidates  de- 
clined to  run  on  the  Free-State  ticket  because  they  were 
unwilling  to  run  the  risk  of  so  unequal  a  contest— it  be- 
ing known  that  a  great  many  were  coming  up  from  Mis- 
souri to  vote.  .N'early  all  the  settlers  were  Free-State 
men,  and  2.3  of  the  25  legal  votes  given  were  cast  for  the 
only  Iree-Sute  candidate  running.  MobiUer  .McUee. 
who  was  declared  elected  Uepresentative,  had  a  claim— a 
saw-mill  and  a  house  in  the  Territory— and  he  was  there 
part  of  the  time.  But  his  legal  residence  is  now,  and  was 
then,  near  Westport,  in  Missouri,  where  he  owns  and 
conduct*  a  valuable  farm,  and  where  hU  family  resides. 

VIIIth  District. 
Tills  was  attached  to  the  VIIth  District  for  member  of 
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IXtu  District. 
Fort  Riley  and  Pawnee  are  In  this  District.  The  al- 
ter place  was  selected  by  the  Covernor  as  the  tempo- 
rary  capital,  and  he  designed  there  to  expend  the  sums 
appropriat.'d  by  Congress  in  the  construction  of  saitabiu 
houses  for  the  Legislature.  A  good  deal  of  building  was 
then  being  done  at  the  fort  near  by.  For  these  reasons 
a  number  of  mechanics,  mostlv  froni  Pennsylvania  came 
into  this  district  in  March,  1S55,  to  seek  "eniplovm-nt 
Some  of  these  voted  at  the  election.  The  construction 
of  the  capital  was  first  postponed,  then  abandoned,  and 
finally  the  site  of  the  town  was  declared  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  War  to  be  within  the  military  reservation  of 
tort  Udey.  Some  of  the  inhabitants  returned  to  the 
Mates,  and  some  went  to  other  parts  of  the  Territorv 
\our  Committee  find  that  they  came  as  settlers,  intend- 
ing to  remain  as  such,  and  v/ere  entitled  to  vote. 

Xtr  District. 

In  this  district,  ten  persons  belonging  to  the  Wvandot 
tribe  of  Indians  voted.  They  were  of  that  class  who 
under  the  law  were  entitled  to  vote  ;  but  their  re.-^idenco 
was  in  Wyandot  Village,  at  the  mouth  of  Kansas  Kiver 
and  they  had  no  right  to  vote  in  this  district.  They 
voted  the  Pro-Slavery  ticket.  Eleven  men  recently  from 
Pennsylvania  voted  the  Free-State  Ticket.  From  the 
testimony,  they  had  not,  at  the  time  of  the  election  so 
established  their  residence  as  to  have  entitled  them' to 
vote.  In  both  these  classes  of  case.s,  the  judges  exam- 
ined the  votei-3  under  oath  and  allowed  them  to  vote, 
and  in  all  respects  the  election  seems  to  have  been  con- 
ducted fairly.  The  rejection  of  both  would  not  havo 
changed  the  result.  This  and  the  VIIIth  Flection  District 
formed  one  representative  district,  and  was  the  only  one 
to  which  the  invasion  from  Missouri  did  not  extend. 

XItu  Disteict. 
The  IXth,  Xth,  Xlth  and  Xllth  Election  Districts, 
being  all  sparsely  settled,  were  attached  together  us  a 
Council  District,  and  the  Xltii  and  .Xllth  as  a  Uepre- 
sentative District.  This  Election  District  is  fiO  miles  north 
from  Pawnee,  and  150  miles  from  Kansas  City.  It  is  the 
northwest  settlement  in  the  Territory,  and  contained, 
when  the  census  was  taken,  but  Sd  inhabitants,  of  whoin 
24  were  voters.  There  was  on  the  day  of  election  no 
white  settlement  about  JIarysville,  the  place  of  voting, 
for  40  miles,  except  that  .Marshall  and  Bishop  kept  a 
store  and  ferry  at  the  crossing  of  the  Big  Blue  and  the 
California  r.ad.  Your  Committee  were  unable  to  pro- 
cure witnesses  from  this  district.  Persons  who  were  pre- 
sent at  the  election  were  duly  summoned  by  an  ollicer, 
and  among  them  was  F.  J.  Mar-shall,  the  member  of  the 
House  from  that  district.  On  his  return,  the  officer  was 
arrested  and  detained,  and  persons  bearing  the  names 
of  some  of  the  witnesses  summoned  were  stopped  near 
Lecomi)ton,  and  did  not  appear  before  the  Committee. 
The  returns  show  that,  in  defiance  of  the  Governor's 
proclamation,  the  voting  was  r/nt  Tore,  instead  of  by 
ballot.  32S  names  appear  upon  the  poll-books  as  voting, 
and  by  comparing  lliese  names  with  those  on  the  census 
rolls,  we  find  that  but  seven  of  the  latter  voted.  The 
person  voted  for  as  Uepresentative,  F.  J.  .Marshall,  was 
chief  owner  of  the  store  at  .Marysville,  and  was  there 
sometimes,  but  his  family  lived  in  Weston.  John  Don- 
ald-son,  the  candidate  voted  for  the  Council,  then  lived 
in  Jackson  County,  Missouri. 

On  the  day  after  the  election,  Mr.  .Marshall,  with  25  or 
.30  iii»n  from  Weston,  Mo.,  was  on  the  way  from  .Marys- 
ville to  the  State.  Some  of  the  party  told  a  witneiis  w'ho 
had  formerly  resided  at  Weston,  that  they  were  up  at 
.Marysville  and  carried  the  d.iy  for  .Missouri,  and  that 
they  had  voted  about  160  votes.  Mr.  Marshall  paid  the 
bill  at  that  point  for  the  party. 

There  does  not  appear  to  have  been  any  emigration 
Into  that  district  in  March,  1S55,  after  the  census  was 
taken,  and,  judging  from  the  best  test  in  the  power  of 
your  Committee,  there  were  but  seven  legal  votes  cast  In. 
the  district,  and  821  Illegal. 

XIIth  District. 
The  election  in  this  district  was  conducted  fairly.     No 
complaint  was  made  that  illegal  votes  were  cast. 

XIIIth  District. 
Previous  to  the  day  of  election,  several  hundreds  of 
Missourians  from  Platte,  Clay,  Boone,  Clinton,  and  How- 
ard counties,  came  into  the  district  In  wagons  and  on 
horseback,  and  camped  there.  They  were  armed  with 
guns,  revolvers,  and  bowie-knives,  and  bad  badges  of 
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hemp  in  their  button-holes  and  elsewhere  about  their 
persons.  They  claimed  to  have  a  right  to  vote,  from^the 
fact  that  they  were  there  on  the  ground,  and  had  or 
intended  to  make,  claims  in  the  Territory,  although  their 


families  were  in  Missouri. 

The  judges  appointed  by  the  Governor  opened  the 
polls  and  some  persons  offered  to  vote,  and  when  their 
votes  were  rejected  on  the  ground  that  they  were  not 
residents  of  the  district,  the  crowd  threatened  to  tear  the 
house  down  if  the  judges  did  not  leave.  The  judges  then 
withdrew,  taking  the  i)oll-book3  with  them.  The  crowd 
then  proceeded  to  select  other  persons  to  act  as  judges, 
and  the  election  went  on.  Those  persons  voting  who 
were  sworn  were  asked  if  tliey  considered  themselves 
residents  of  the  district,  and  if  they  said  they  did,  they 
were  allowed  to  vote.  But  few  of  the  residents  were 
present  and  voted,  and  the  Free-State  men,  as  a  general 
thing  did  not  vote.  After  the  Missourians  got  through 
voting,  they  returned  home.  A  formal  return  was  made 
by  the'judges  of  election  setting  out  the  facts,  but  it  was 
not  verified.  The  number  of  legal  voters  in  this  district 
was  96,  of  whom  a  majority  were  Free-State  men.  Of 
these voted.    Tlie  total  number  of  votes  cast  was  29b. 

XIVth  District. 
It  was  generally  rumored  in  this  district,  for  some  days 
before  the  election,  that  the  Missourians  were  coming 
over  to  vote.  Previous  to  the  election,  men  from  Mis- 
souri came  into  the  district,  and  electioneered  for  the 
Pro-Slavery  candidates.  Gen.  David  R.  Atchison  and  a 
party  controlled  the  nominations  in  one  of  the  primary 
elections. 

Bdrr  Oak  Precinct. 

Several  hundred  Missourians  from  Buchanan,  Platte, 
and  Andrew  counties,  Mo.,  including  a  great  many  of  the 
prominent  citiKeus  of  St.  Joseph,  came  into  this  precinct 
the  day  before,  and  on  the  day  of  election,  in  wagons 
and  on  horses,  and  encamped  tliere.  Arrangements  were 
made  for  them  to  cross  the  ferry  at  St.  Joseph  free  of 
expense  to  themselves.  They  were  armed  with  bowie- 
knives  and  pistols,  guns  and  rifles.  On  the  morning  of 
the  election,  the  Free-State  candidates  resigned  in  a 
body  on  account  of  the  presence  of  the  large  number  of 
armed  Missourians,  at  which  the  crowd  cheered  and 
hurrahed.  Gen.  B.  F.  Stringfellow  was  present,  and  was 
prominent  in  promoting  the  election  of  the  Pro-Slavery 
ticket,  as  was  also  the  Hon.  WiUard  P.  Hall,  and  others 
of  the  most  prominent  citizens  of  St.  Joseph,  Mo.  But 
one  of  the  judges  of  election,  appointed  by  the  Governor, 
served  on  ihat  day,  and  the  crowd  chose  two  others  to 
supply  the  vacancies. 

The  Missourians  said  they  came  there  to  vote  for,  and 
secure  the  election  of,  Major  Wm.  P.  Richardson.  Major 
Richardson,  elected  to  the  Council,  had  a  farm  in 
Missouri  where  his  wife  and  daughter  lived  with  his  son- 
in-law  WiUard  P.  Hall,  he  himself  generally  going  home 
to  Missouri  every  Saturday  night.  The  farm  was  gene- 
rally known  as  the  Richardson  farm.  He  had  a  claim  in 
the  Territory,  upon  which  was  a  saw-mill,  and  where  he 
generally  remained  during  the  week. 

Some  of  the  Missourians  gave  as  their  reason  for  voting 
that  they  had  heard  that  eastern  emigrants  were  to  be  at 
that  election,  though  no  eastern  emigrants  were  there. 
Others  said  they  were  going  to  vote  for  the  purpose  of 
making  Kansas  a  Slave  Slate. 

Some  claimed  that  they  had  a  right  to  vote,  under  the 
provisions  of  tlie  Kansas-Nebraska  bill,  from  tiie  fact  tliat 
they  wei  e  present  on  the  ground  on  the  day  of  election. 
Tlie  Free-State  men  generally  did  not  vote,  and 
those  who  did  vote,  voted  generally  for  John  H.  White- 
head, Pro-Slavery,  for  Council,  against  Major  Wm.  P 
Richardson,  and  did  not  vote  at  all  for  members  of  the 
Lower  House. 

The  parties  were  pretty  nearly  equally  divided  in  the 
district,  some  being  of  opinion  that  the  Free-State 
party  had  a  small  majority,  and  others  that  the  Pro- 
Slavery  party  had  a  small  majoiity.  Aficr  the  election 
was  over  and  the  polls  were  closed,  the  Missourians  re- 
turned home.  Du.ing  the  (hiy,  they  had  provisions  and 
liquor  served  out,  free  of  e.xpense,  to  all. 
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to  vote  without  being  sworn — some  of  them  voting  as 
many  as  eight  or  nine  times  ;  changing  their  hats  and 
coats,  and  giving  in  different  names  each  time.  After 
they  had  voted,  they  returned  to  Missouri.  The  Free- 
State  men  generally  did  not  vote,  though  constituting  a 
majority  in  the  precinct.  Upon  counting  the  ballots  in 
the  box  and  the  names  on  the  poll-lists,  it  was  found 
that  there  were  too  many  ballots,  and  one  of  the  judges 
of  election  took  out  ballots  enough  to  make  the  two  num- 
bers correspond. 


The  evening  before  the  election,  some  200  or  more 
Missourians  from  Platte,  Buchanan,  Saline,  and  Clay 
counties,  Missouri,  came  into  this  precinct,  with  tents, 
music,  wagons,  and  provisions,  and  armed  with  guns, 
rifles,  pistols,  and  bowie-knives,  and  encamped  about 
two  miles  from  the  place  of  voting  They  said  they  came 
to  vote,  to  make  Kansas  a  Slave  State,  and  intended  to  i 
return  to  Missouri  after  they  had  voted 

On  the  morning  of  the  election,  the  Judges  appointed 
by   the   Governor  would  not    se  ve,   and    others   were  | 
appointed  by  the  crowd.     The  Misaourians  were  allowed 


Wolf  River  Precinct. 
The  number  of  voters  in  the  district  by  the  census  was 
3.34  -of  these  124  voted.  The  testimony  shows  that  quite 
a  number  of  persons  whose  legal  residence  was  in  the 
populous  county  of  Buchanan,  Mo.,  on  the  opposite  side 
of  the  river,  had  claims  in  the  Territory.  Some  ranged 
cattle,  and  others  marked  out  their  claim  and  built  a 
cabin,  and  sold  this  incipient  title  wliere  they  could. 
They  were  not  residents  of  the  Territory  in  any  just  or 
legal  sense.  A  number  of  settlers  moved  iuto  the  district 
in  the  month  of  March.  Your  Committee  are  satisfied, 
after  a  careful  analysis  of  the  records  and  testimony, 
that  the  number  of  legal  votes  cast  did  not  exceed  200— 
out  of  727. 

XVth  District. 
The  election  in  this  district  was  held  in  the  house  of  a 
Mr.  Hayes.     On  the  day  of  election,  a  crowd  of  from  400 
to  ?00  men  collected  around  the  polls,  of  which  the  great 
body  were  citizens  of  Missouri.     One  of  the  judges  of 
election,  in  his  testimony,  states  that  the  strangers  com- 
menced crowding  around  the  polls,  and  that  then  the 
residents  left.    Threats  were  made  before  and  during  the 
election  day  that   there  should   be  no  Free-State  can- 
didates, although  there  were  nearly  or  quite  as  many 
Free-State  as  Pro-Slavery  men  resident  in  the  district. 
Most  of  the  crowd  were  drinking  and  carousing,  cursing 
the  Abolitionists   and  threatening  the   only  Free-State 
judge  of  election.     A  majority  of  those  who  voted  wore 
hemp  in  their    button-holes,  and  their  password   was, 
"  all  right  on  the  hemp."     Many  of  the  Missourians  wero 
known    and    are    named    by    the    witnesses.      Several 
speeches  were  made  by  them  at  the  polls,  and  among 
those  who  spoke  were  Major  Oliver,  one  of  your  Com- 
mittee, Col.  Burns,  and  Lalan  Williams,  of  Platte  County. 
Major  Oliver  urged  upon   all  present  to  use  no  harsh 
words,  and  expressed  the  hope  that  nothing  would  be 
said  or  done  to  harm  the  feelings  of  the  most  sensitive  on 
the  other  side.     He  gave  some  grounds,  based  on  the 
Missouri  Compromise,  in  regard  to  the  right  of  voting, 
and  was  understood  to  excuse  the  Missourians  for  voting. 
Your  Committee  are  satisfied  that  he  did  not  vote.     CoU 
Burns  recommended  all   to  vote,  and   he   hoped   none 
would   go   home    without  voting.      Some    of    the    Pro- 
Slavery  residents  were  much  dissatisfied  at  the  inter- 
ference with  their  rights  by  the  Missourians,  and  for  that 
reason — because  reflection  convinced  them  that  it  would 
be  better  to  have  Kansas  a  Free-Slate — they  ''  fell  over 
the  fence."     The  judges  requested  the  voters  to  take  an 
oath  that  they  were  actual  residents.     They  objected  at 
first,  some  saying  they  had  a  claim,  or  "  I  am  here." 
But  the  Free-Stale  judge  insisted  upon  the  oath,  and  his 
associates,  who  at  first  were  disposed  to  waive  it,  coin- 
cided with  him,  and  the  voters  all  took  it  after  some 
grumbling.   One  said  he  cut  him  some  poles  and  laid  them 
in  the  shajie  of  a  square,  and  that  made  him  a  claim  ;  and 
another  said  that  he  had  cut  him  a  few  sticks  of  wood, 
and  that  made  him  a  claim.    The  Free-State  men  did  not 
vote,  although  they  believed  their  numbers  to  be  equal 
to  the  Pro-Slavery  settlers,  and  some  claimed  that  they 
had    the    majority.     The.y   were    deterred    by    threats 
throughout  by  the  Missourians,  before  and  on  the  day  of 
election,  from  putting  up  candidates,  and  no  candidates 
were  run,  for   this    reason — that  there  was   a   credited 
rumor  previously  that  the  Missourians  would  control  the 
election.     The  Free-Stale  judge  was  threatened  with  ex- 
pulsion from  ihe  polls,  and  a  young  man  thrust  a  pistol 
into  the  window  through  which  the  votes  were  received. 
The  whole  number  of  votes  cast  was  41"  ;  of  the  names 
on  the  poll-book,  but  02  are  in  the  census-rolls,  and  the 
testimony  shows  that  a  small  portion,  estimated  by  one 
witness  at  oneiiuarter  of  tlie  legal  voters,  voted.     Vour 
Committee  estimate  the  number  of  legal  voters  at  80. 
One  of  the  judges  referred  to,  certified  to  the  Governor 
that  the  election  was  fairly  conducted.     It  was  not  con- 
tested, because  no  one  would  take  the  responsibility  of 
doing  it,  as   it   was    not   considered  safe,  and   that  if 
another  election  was  held,  the  residents  would  fare  no 
bette.-. 

XVIth  District. 


For  some  time  p'evio'is  to   tlie  election,  meetings  wero 
eUl  and  arrangeuienl.s  iiiaiio    in  Miisourl  to  get  up  com- 
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panics  to  come  over  to  t!ie  Territory  an<l  vote,  anil  the 
i|:iy  litffi.re,  and  on  tlie  day  of  eleciioii,  iHrt'e  lioilies  of 
ilis-s.,uri:iris  from  Pl.iiie,  Clay.  Kay,  Ciuirit  n,  Carrol. 
Clinton,  jiiiU  Jiiiline  cnuntie-i,  Missouri,  oiune  into  tliis 
Uislricl  and  ciinipea  lln-rr.  They  were  armed  wi'li  pistoU 
and  bowie-knives,  and  some  witli  guns  and  nllcs,  and 
had  lpadj,'L-.i  of  lienip  iu  their  button-hole:*  and  el^ewhere 
about  llieir  persons. 

On  the  inornint;  of  the  elecllon,  there  were  from  l,Oi  0 
to  1,4('0  p-rsima  present  on  llie  ground.  Previous  to  the 
eeciioii,  ihe  .Missourians  endeavored  to  persuade  the  two 
Free-Slate  jiidjjes  to  resiRn,  liy  inakins;  threats  of  personal 
violence  to  them,  one  of  wliom  resigned  ou  the  morning 
of  eleciion,  and  the  crow.l  chose  another  to  Gil  his  place. 
But  one  of  the  judi;es,  the  Kree-Staie  jud|{o,  wouhl  take 
the  oath  piescnbed  liy  the  Governor,  the  otlier  two 
deciding  that  liiey  had  iio  right  U>  swear  any  one  wlio 
offcreii  to  v.itc,  but  that  all  on  the  grtmnd  were  entitled 
to  vote.  The  only  voles  refusetl  were  some  Delaware 
Indians,  some  &»  Wyandot  Indians  being  allowed  to 
vote 

The  Kree-Stite  men  generally  did  not  vote  at  that  elec- 
tion ;  and  no  ncwiy-arnved  Kasiern  emigrants  were  there. 
The  Free-Slate  judge  of  election  refused  to  sign  the  re- 
turns untd  the  words  •'  by  lawful  resident  voiers"  were 
stricken  out,  whicii  was  done,  and  ilie  returns  made  in 
that  way.  The  election  was  contested,  and  a  new  elec- 
tion ordered  by  Cjov.  Ueeder,  for  the  23d  of  May. 

Tlie  lesiMMouy  is  divided  as  to  the  relative  strength  of 
parties  in  tiiis  district.  The  whole  number  of  voters  in 
the  district,  according  to  the  census  returns,  was  8S5  ; 
and,  according  to  a  very  carefully  prepared  list  of  voters, 
prepared  for  the  Pro-Slavery  candidates  and  other  Pro- 
Slavery  aieu,  a  few  days  previous  to  the  election,  there 
were  SU5  voters  in  the  district,  including  thnse  who  had 
clamis  but  did  not  live  on  them.  The  whole  number  of 
votes  cast  was  964.  Of  those  named  in  the  census  li'6 
Toted.  Your  Conimitiee,  upon  careful  exajnination,  are 
satisQed  that  there  were  not  over  15J  legal  vote.s  cast, 
leaving  SU  illegal  votes. 

XVIIth  DtSTBier. 
The  election  in  tliis  district  seems  to  have  been  fairly 


conducted,  and  not  contested  at  all.     In  this  district. 
Pro-ilavcry  party  had  the  majority. 


tho 


XVIIITU  District. 

Previous  to  the  election,  Gen.  David  11.  Atchison  of 
Pintle  City,  Missouri,  got  up  a  C"ii,pHiiy  ot  Missourians, 
and  passing  through  Weston,    .Missouri,  w.  nl    over    Itilo 

the  Terriiory.     He  remained  all  night  at  Ihe  house  of 

and  then  fxinbited  hii  arms,  of  which  he  hail  an  abund- 
ance. Ileproceeded  to  the  Ntmaha(XVlIlth)  district. 
On  his  way,  he  and  his  party  attemled  a  NoiiiinatiiigCon- 
ventiou  in  the  XlVth  Dislr.cl,  and  proposed  and  caused 
to  be  noininaleil  a  set  of  candidaies  in  opposition  to  the 
wishes  of  the  Piu  Slavery  residents  of  the  district.  At 
that  Convention,  he  said  that  there  were  1,100  men 
coming  over  from  Platte  County,  and  if  that  wasn't 
enough,  they  could  semi  .'>0i  0  more— that  they  came  to 
vote,  and  would  vole  or  kill  every  0 — d  d—d  Abolitionist 
in  the  Terriiory. 

On  the  day  of  election,  the  Missourians,  under  Atchl- 
son,  who  Were  encamped  there,  came  up  to  the  polls  in  the 
.KVIlIlh  District  takim:  the  oath  that  tiny  were  residents 
of  the  district.  The  Missourian-"  were  all  armed  wilh 
pistols  or  bowie-knives,  and  said  there  were  60  in  their 
company.  But  17  Votes  given  on  thai  day  were  given 
by  residents  of  the  district.  The  wlioie  number  of  votes 
was  62. 

R.  L.  Kirk,  one  of  the  candidates,  came  Into  the  dis- 
trict from  Missouri  about  a  week  before  the  election,  and 
boaided  there,  lie  left  afier  the  election,  and  was  not  at 
the  time  a  legal  resident  of  the  district  in  which  he  was 
elected.  No  protest  was  sent  to  the  Governor  on  account 
of  threats  made  agaiust  any  who  should  dare  to  contest 
the  election. 

The  following  tables  embody  (he  result  of  the  examina- 
tion of  your  Committee  in  regard  to  tlii-  election.  In 
some  of  the  district.",  it  was  impossUde  to  ascertain  tlin 
jirecise  number  of  the  legal  voles  cast,  and  especially  in 
the  XlVth,  XVih,  and  XVMi  Districts.  In  such  cases, 
the  number  of  legal  and  illegal  voles  cast  is  stated,  after 
a  careful  reexamination  of  all  the  testimony  and  records 
coDceruiDg  the  election : 
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ELECTION  DISTRICTS. 
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Flicks  op  Voroio. 


Lawrence 
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Big  Sugar  Creek, 
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83 

86 
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86 
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Irict,  received  a 


"  reside 
majority  of  the  votes  ;"  and  several   of  1  which'theyw^^e  erected," arr'eqluTed  by  Ihe  organic  la w' 
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By  that  act  it  was  declared  to  be  the  true  intent  and 
meaning  of  this  act  to  leave  the  people  thereof  perfeoily 
free  to  form  and  regulate  their  domestic  instituiions 
in  their  own  way,  subject  to  the  Coastitution  of  the 
United  States. 

So  careful  was  Congress  of  the  right  of  popular 
sovereignty,  that  to  secure  it  to  the  people,  witliout  a 
single  petition  from  any  portion  of  the  country,  they 
i-enioved  the  restriction  against  Slavery  imposed  by  tlie 
Missouri  Compromise.  And  yet  this  right,  so  carefully 
secured,  was  thus  by  force  and  fraud  overthrown  by  a 
portion  of  the  people  of  an  adjoining  State. 

The  striking  difference  between  this  Republic  and  other 
Republics  on  this  Continent,  is  not  in  the  provisions  of 
constitutions  and  laws,  but  that  here  changes  in  the  aii- 
ministration  of  those  laws  have  been  made  peacefully  and 
quietly  tlu'ough  the  ballot-box.  This  invasion  is  the  first 
and  only  one  in  the  history  of  our  Government,  by 
which  an  organized  force  from  one  State  has  elected  a 
Legislature  for  another  State  or  Territory,  and  as  t^uch  it 
should  have  been  resisted  by  the  whole  e.\ecutive  power 
of  the  National  Government. 

Your  Committee  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  C'mslitu- 
tion  and  laws  of  the  United  States  have  invested  the 
President  and  Governor  of  the  Territory  with  ample 
power  for  this  purpose.  Tliey  could  only  act  after  re- 
ceiving authentic  information  of  the  facts  ;  but  when  re- 
ceived, whether  before  or  after  the  certificates  of  election 
were  granted,  this  power  should  have  been  exercised  to 
its  fullest  e.xtent.  It  is  not  to  be  tolerated  that  a  legisla- 
tive body  thus  selected  should  assume  or  exercise  any 
legislative  functions;  and  their  enactments  should  be 
regarded  as  null  and  void  ;  nor  should  the  question  of 
its  legal  existence  as  a  legislative  body  be  determined  by 
itself,  as  that  would  be  allowing  liie  criminal  ti)  judge  of 
his  own  crime.  In  seciion  iwenty-two  of  the  orgainc  act 
it  is  provided,  that  "  the  personshaving  the  highest  num- 
ber of  legal  votes  in  each  of  said  Council-districts  for 
members  of  the  Council,  shall  be  declared  by  the  Governor 
to  be  duly  elected  to  the  Council,  and  the  iiersons  having 
the  highest  number  of  legal  votes  for  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, shall  be  declared  by  the  Governor  duly 
elected  members  of  said  House  "  The  proclamation  of 
the  Governor  required  a  verified  notice  of  a  contest  when 
one  was  made,  to  be  tiled  with  him  within  four  days 
after  the  election.  Within  that  time,  he  did  not  obtain 
information  as  to  force  or  fraud  in  any  except  the  lol- 
lowiiig  districts,  and  in  these  there  were  material  defects 
in  the  returns  of  election.  Without  deciding  upon  his 
power  to  set  aside  elections  for  force  and  fraud,  they 
were  set  aside  for  the  following  reasons  : 

In  the  1st  District,  because  tlie  words  "  by  lawful  resi- 
dent voters,"  were  stricken  from  the  return. 

In  the  lid  District,  because  the  oath  was  administereii 
by  G.  W.  Taylor,  who  was  not  authorized  to  administer  an 
oath. 

In  the  Illd  District,  because  material  erasures  from  the 
printed  form  of  the  oath  were  i)urposely  made. 

In  the  IVth  District,  for  tlie  same  reason. 

In  the  Vllth  District,  because  the  Judges  were  not  swcu-n 
at  all. 

In  the  Xlth  District,  because  the  returns  show  the 
election  to  have  been  held  nii^a  voce  instead  of  by  ballot. 

In  the  XVIth  District,  because  the  words  "  by  lawful 
residence"  were  stricken  from  the  returns. 

ABSTRACT   OF  THE    RETURNS   OF    ELECTION    OP 
MAY  22,  1S55. 
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Although  the  fraud  and  force  in  other  districts  were 
equally  great  as  in  these,  yet,  as  the  Governor  had  no 
information  in  regard  to  thera,  he  issued  certificates  ac- 
eording  to  the  returns. 


Your  Committee  here  felt  it  to  be  their  duty  not  only  to 
inquire  into  and  collect  evidence  in  regard  to  force  and 
fraud  attempted  and  practiced  at  the  elections  in  thu 
'I'erritory,  but  also  into  the  facts  and  pretexts  by  which 
this  force  and  fraud  has  been  excused  and  justified;  and 
for  this  purpose  your  Committee  have  allowed  the  decla- 
rations of  non-resident  voters  to  be  given  as  evidence  in 
their  own  behalf,  also  the  declarations  of  all  who  came 
up  the  Missouri  River  as  emigrants  in  March,  1855, 
wliether  they  voted  or  not,  and  whether  they  came  into 
the  Territory  at  all  or  not;  and  also  the  rumors  which 
were  circulated  among  tlie  people  of  Missouri  previous  to 
the  election.  Tiie  great  body  of  the  testimony  taken  at 
the  instance  of  the  sitting  Delegate  is  of  this  character. 

When  the  declarations  of  parties  passing  up  the  river 
were  offered  in  evidence,  your  Committee  received  them 
upon  the  distinct  statement  that  they  would  be  excluded 
unless  the  persons  making  the  declarations  were  by  other 
proof  shown  to  have  been  ctuinected  with  the  elections. 
This  proof  was  not  made,  and  therefore  much  of  this  class 
of  testimony  i-  incompetent  by  the  rules  of  law,  but  is 
allowed  tn  i  euiain  as  tending  to  show  the  cause  of  the 
action  of  tlie  citizens  of  Missouri. 

The  alleged  causes  of  the  invasion  of  March,  1855,  are 
included  in  the  following  charges  : 

I.  Ttiat  the  New-England  Aid  Society  of  Boston  was 
tlien  importing  into  the  Territory  large  numbers  of  men, 
merely  for  the  ])urpose  of  controlling  the  elections.  That 
they  came  without  women,  children,  or  baggage,  went 
into  the  Territory,  voted,  and  returned  again. 

II.  That  men  were  hired  in  the  Eastern  or  Northern 
States,  or  induced  to  go  into  the  Territory,  solely  to  vote, 
and  not  to  settle,  and  by  so  doing  to  make  it  a  Free  State. 

III.  That  the  Governor  of  the  Territory  purposely  post- 
poned tlie  day  of  election  to  allow  this  emigration  to 
arrive,  and  notified  the  Emigrant  Aid  Society,  and  per- 
sons in  the  Eastern  States,  of  the  day  of  election,  before 
he  gave  notice  to  the  people  of  Missouri  and  the  Territory. 

That  these  charges  were  industriously  circulated  ;  that 
grossly  exaggerated  statements  were  made  in  regard  to 
them;  that  the  newspaper  press  and  leading  men  in- 
public  meeting-i  in  Western  Missouri,  aided  in  one  case  by 
a  Chaplain  of  the  United  States  Army,  gave  currency 
and  credit  to  them,  anil  thus  excited  the  peo])Ie,  and 
induced  many  well-meaning  citizens  of  Missouri  to  march 
into  the  Territory  to  meet  and  repel  the  alleged  Eastern 
paupers  and  Abolitionists,  is  fully  proven  by  many  wit- 
nesses. 

But  these  charges  are  not  sustained  by  the  proof. 

In  April,  1S54,  the  General  .\ssemljly  of  Massachusetts 
passed  an  act  entitled  "  An  act  to  incorporate  the  Massa- 
cliusetts  Emigrant  Aid  Society."  The  object  of  the  Society, 
as  declared  in  the  first  section  of  this  act,  was  "  for  the 
purpose  of  assisting  emigrants  to  settle  in  the  West." 
Tlie  moneyed  capital  of  the  corporation  was  not  to 
exceed  five  millions  of  dollars  ;  but  no  more  than  four  per 
cent,  could  be  assessed  during  the  year  l')54  and  no 
more  than  ten  per  cent,  in  any  one  year  thereafter.  No 
organization  was  perfected,  or  proceedings  had,  under 
this  law. 

On  the  24lh  day  of  .July,  1S54,  certain  persons  in  Bos- 
ton, Massachusett-',  concluded  articles  of  iigreement  and 
association  for  an  Emigrant  .\id  Society.  The  purjioseof 
this  association  was  declared  to  be  "  assisting  emigrants 
to  settle  in  the  West."  Under  these  articles  of  associa- 
tion, each  stockholder  was  individually  liable.  To  avoid 
this  difiiculty,  an  ai>plication  was  made  to  the  (xeneral 
Assemiily  of  Massachusetts  for  an  act  of  incorporation, 
which  was  granteil.  On  the  21st  day  of  February,  1S55. 
an  act  was  p.issed  to  incorporate  the  New  England 
Emigrant  Aid  CDinpany.  The  purposes  of  this  art  were 
declared  to  be  "directing  emigration  westward,  and 
aiding  and  providing  accommodation  for  emigrants  after 
arriving  at  their  place  of  destination."  The  capital 
stock  of  the  corporation  was  not  to  exceed  one  million 
of  dollars.   Under  tiiis  charter,  a  company  was  organiZ'"d. 

Your  Committee  have  examined  some  of  its  officers,  and 
a  portion  of  its  circulars  and  records,  to  ascertain  what  has 
been  done  by  it.  The  public  attention  at  that  time  was 
directed  to  the  Territory  of  Kansas,  and  emigration  natu- 
rally tended  in  thtit  direction.  To  ascertain  its  character 
and  resources,  this  Company  sent  its  agent  into  it,  and  the 
information  thus  obtained  was  published.  The  Company 
made  arrangements  with  various  lines  of  transportation  to 
reduce  the  expense  of  emigration  into  the  Territory,  and 
procured  tickets  at  the  reduced  rates.  Applications  were 
made  to  the  Company  by  persons  desiring  to  emigrate ; 
and  when  they  were  numerous  enough  to  form  a  party  of 
convenient  size,  tickets  were  sold  to  them  at  the  reduced 
rates.  An  agent  acquainted  with  the  route  was  selected  to 
accompany  them.  Their  baggage  was  checked,  and  all 
trouble  and  danger  of  loss  to  the  emigrant  in  this  way 
avoided. 
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Under  these  arrangements,  corapanios  went  into  the 
Territory  in  the  Fall  of  ]S54,  under  the  articles  of  u&sociii- 
lion  referred  to.  The  company  did  not  pay  any  portion  of 
Uie  fare,  nor  furnixh  any  personal  or  real  property  to  the 
emigrant.  The  company,  during'  lN'>5,  .■ienl  into  the  Terri- 
tory from  ei^rht  to  ten  saw-mills,  purchased  one  hotel  in 
Kansas  City,  which  they  subseiiuenlly  solil,  built  one  hotel 
at  Lawrence,  and  owned  one  other  buildini;  in  that  place. 
In  gome  cases,  to  induce  them  to  make  improveiiieiits, 
town  lots  were  given  to  them  by  town  associations  iii  lliis 
Territory.  They  held  no  property  of  any  other  kind  or 
description.  They  imposed  no  condition  upon  their  emi- 
grants, and  did  not  inquire  into  their  political,  rtlijtious,  or 
■social  opinions.  The  total  amount  e.xpemUd  by  them,  in- 
cluding the  salaries  of  their  ajrents  and  ollicers,  and  the 
expenses  incident  to  all  orjranizations,  was  less  than 
|l(Xt,iHKi. 

Their  purposes,  so  far  as  your  Committee  can  nscertnln, 
were  lawful,  and  contributed  to  supply  those  wants  most 
experienced  in  the  settlement  of  a  new  country. 

The  only  persons  or  company  who  euiijn"ated  into  the 
Territory  under  the  auspices  of" the  Eniijrrant  .\id  Society 
in  ISM,  prior  to  the  election  in  .March,  was  a  party  of  159 
persons,  who  came  under  the  charge  of  Charles  ISobin- 
8on. 

In  this  party,  there  were  67  women  and  children.  They 
came  as  actual  settlers,  intendinjt  to  make  their  homes  in 
the  Territory,  and  for  no  other  purpose.  They  had  about 
their  persons  but  little  baggage  ;  usually  suflicient  cloth- 
ing in  a  carpet-sack  for  a  short  time.  Their  personal  ef- 
fects, such  as  clothing,  furnituie,  etc.,  were  put  into  trunks 
and  bo.\es  ;  and  for  convenience  in  selecting,  and  cheap- 
ness in  transporting,  was  marked  "  Kansas  party  bag- 
page,  care  1!.  t>later,  :«(.  Louis."  Generally,  this  was  con- 
signed as  freight,  in  the  usual  way,  to  the  care  of  a  com- 
mission merchant.  TiiLs  party  had,  in  addition  to  the  usual 
allowance  of  one  hundred  pounds  to  each  passenger,  a 
large  quantity  of  baggage  on  which  the  respective  owners 
paid  the  usual  extra  freight.  Kach  passenger  or  party 
paid  hLs  or  their  own  expenses  ;  and  the  only  benefit  they 
derived  from  the  Society,  not  shared  by  all  the  people  of 
the  Territory,  was  the  reduction  of  about  17  in  the 
price  of  the  fare,  the  convenience  of  traveling  in  a  com- 
pany instead  of  alone,  and  the  cheapness  and  facility  of 
transporting  their  freight  through  regular  agents.  Subse- 
quently, many  emigrants,  being  either  disappointed  with 
the  country  or  its  (loiitical  condition,  or  deceived  by  the 
statements  made  by  the  newspapers  and  by  the  agents  of 
the  Society,  became  dis.satisfied,  and  returneil,  both  before 
and  after  the  election,  to  th.-ir  old  homes.  Most  of  them 
are  now  settlers  in  the  Territory.  Some  few  voted  at  the 
election  in  Lawrence,  but  the  number  was  small.  The 
Dames  of  these  emigrants   have   been   ascertained,   and 

of  them  Were   found  upon  tlie  poll-books.      This 

company  of  peaceful  emigrants,  moving  with  their  house- 
hold gooiU,  was  distorted  into  an  invading  horde  of  pauper 
Abolitionists,  who  were,  with  others  of  a  similar  character, 
to  control  the  domestic  institutions  of  the  Territory,  and 
then  overturn  those  of  a  neighboring  powerful  State. 

In  regard  to  the  second  charge  :  There  is  no  proof  that 
any  man  was  either  hired  or  induced  to  come  into  the 
Territory  from  any  Free  State,  merely  to  vote.  The  en- 
tire emigration  in  March,  1S55,  is  estimated  at  500  persons, 
including  men,  women,  and  chihlren.  They  came  on 
rteamhoats  up  the  Missouri  Uiver,  in  the  ordinary  course 
of  emigration.  Many  returned  for  causes  similar  to  those 
before  stated;  but  the  body  of  them  are  now  residents. 
TIte  only  persons  of  those  who  were  connei-ti'd  by  proof 
with  the  election,  were  some  who  voted  at  the  I'ig  lllue 
Precinct  in  tlie  .\th  District,  and  at  Pawnee,  in  the  IXtli 
District.  Their  purpose  and  character  are  stated  in  a 
former  part  of  this  report. 

The  third  charge  is  entirely  groundlcfs.  The  organic 
law  requires  the  (Jovernor  to  cause  an  enumeration  of  the 
inhabitants  and  legal  voters  to  be  maile ;  and  that  he  a)!- 
portion  the  members  of  the  Council  and  liouse,  according 
to  this  enumeration.  For  reasons  stated  by  persons  en- 
gaged in  taking  the  census,  it  was  not  comjdeted  until  the 
early  part  of  .March,  ls5.').  At  that  time,  the  day  of  hold- 
ing the  elecrton  had  not  been,  and  could  not  have  been, 
named  by  t!ie  Governor.  So  soon  as  practicable  after  the 
returns  were  brought  in,  he  issued  his  proclamation  for 
an  election,  and  named  the  earliest  day,  consistent  with 
due  notice,  as  the  day  of  election.  The  "day  on  which  the 
election  was  to  be  held  was  a  matter  of"  conjecture  all 
over  the  country  ;  but  it  w;is  generally  known  that  it  would 
be  in  the  latter  part  of  .March.  The  precise  day  was  not 
iLnonn  by  any  one  until  the  proclamation  issued.  It  was 
not  known  to  the  agents  of  the  Kmi^rant  Aid  Society  in 
Hoston  on  the  13th  of  .March,  1S55,  when  the  party  of  emi- 
grants before  referred  to,  left. 

Your  Committee  are  satisfied  that  these  charges  were 
made  the  mere  pretext  to  induce  an  armed  invasion  into 


the  Territory,  as  a  means  to  control  the  election  and  es- 
tablish Slavery  there. 

The  real  purjiose  is  avowed  and  illustrated  by  the  tosli- 
j  mony  and  conduct  of  Colonel  John  Scott,  of  St.  Joseph's, 
I  Missouri,  who  acted  as  the  attorney  for  the  sitting  dele- 
gate before  your  Committee.     The  loUowlng  are  extracts 
from  Ills  deposition  : 

"  Prior  lo  the  eleellon  In  BurrOnk  precinct,  In  the  XI  Vih  !>!*- 
Irlcl,  on  ihe  11f:h  of  November,  18.VI,  1  bad  been  a  resident  of 
Missouri,  and  1  llien  di'termiiied.  If  I  fowiid  II  necessary,  lo  be- 
come n  ri'sldenl  of  Kansas  Terrllory.  tin  the  day  previous  lo 
thai  eleellon,  I  seiib-il  up  my  lionrd'  at  my  lioardlngliouse,  In 
SI.  Joseph's,  .Missouri,  and  Went  over  lo  die  Terrllory,  and 
look  hoanhin;  with  Mr.  Itryanl,  near  whose  hoiisi?  the  polls 
wi-re  held  ibe  lU'Xt  clay,  fur  one  moiiih,  so  that  I  might  have  It  In 
my  power,  by  merely  determining  to  do  so,  to  become  a  resi- 
dent of  the  Terrllory  on  the  day  ol  election. 

"  When  my  name  was  proposed  as  a  Judge  of  Election,  ob- 

jecllons  weri'  made  by  two  persons  only I  then 

publicly  Informed  those  present.  Hint  1  had  a  claim  In  the  Ter- 
rllory ;  that  1  had  laken  board  In  the  Territory  for  a  month  ; 
and  that  I  could,  at  any  moment,  become  an  ai'liial  resld<-nt 
and  lecal  voter  in  the  Terrllory,  and  llial  1  Would  do  so.  If  I 
concluded  at  any  lime  during  the  day  that  my  vote  would  he 
necessary  to  carry  that  precinct  In  iTavor  of  the  Pro-Slavery 

candidate  for  deleuate  lo  Congress I  did  not  dur- 

lUiz  the  day  consider  It  necessary  to  become  a  resident  of  the 
Territory  for  the  purpose  mentioned,  and  did  not  vote  nor  offer 
to  vote  at  that  eleellon. 

"  I  held  the  office  of  Clly-Atlorney  for  St.  Jo.seph's  at  (hat 
lime,  and  had  held  It  for  two  or  three  years  previously,  and 

continued  to  hold  it  unlll  this  spring I  voted  at 

an  election  in  St.  Joseph's,  In  the  spring  of  1855,  and  was  re- 
appointed Cliy-.\tlornev.  The  question  of  Slavery  was  put  in 
Issue  at  the  election  of  November,  1S54,  to  the  sanx'  extent  as 
In  every  election  In  this  Ti-rrliory.  Gen.  Whiifii-ld  was  re- 
tarded as  the  Pro-Slavery  candidate  for  the  Pro  slavery  party. 
I  regardi'd  the  question  (if  Slavery  as  the  primarily  prominenl 
Issue  at  that  election,  and,  so  far  as  I  know,  all  parlies  agreed 
In  making  that  question  the  issue  of  iliat  election. 

"It  in  m>i  intention,  nud  the  inlcntinn  <>/ u  tfieal  many  other 
3fi<-*<oufian.i  now  rejiittrnt  in  MiK^iouii,  nhenerer  the  Shivei y  ifsne 
is  to  }te  d'trrtninrd  ujton  t>if  the  people  of  this  I'niitoij/  in  the 
othiptitnt  of  the  Stale  t'onstittttion,  to  i  emore  t^t  thif  Tenito<t/  in 
time  to  ttrt/uire  the  » if/hi  to  tftcomf-  leqnl  roter/t  upon  that  ifuthfiun. 
The  teoitihfi  piirjiose  of  our  intende*l  irntond  to  the  Te-  ritoi  if  in  to 
determine  the  domeMir  inxtitutionn  of  thin  Ttriitu  y,  tchcn  it  romrA 
to  he  a  State,  and  tee  icould  not  eome  only  for  thot  pntpose,  and 
trouhl  neper  think  of  comini;  here  hut  for  thot  putjut^e.  Ilelir^e 
there  are  a  gi  cut  many  in  Jlifgouri  uho  aie  so  sitiuited.** 

The  invasion  of  March  30th  left  both  parties  in  a  slate 
of  excitement,  tending  directly  to  produce  violence.  The 
successful  party  was  lawless  ami  reckless  while  assuming 
the  name  of  the  "  Law  and  Order"  jiarty.  The  other 
party,  at  first  surprised  and  confounded,  was  greatly  irri- 
tated, and  some  resolved  to  prevent  the  success  of  the  in- 
vasion. In  some  districts,  as  before  stated,  protests  were 
sent  to  tlie  Governor ;  in  others,  this  was  prevented  by 
threats;  in  others,  by  the  want  of  time,  only  four  daj's 
being  allowed  by  the  proclamation  for  this  purpose ;  and 
in  others,  by  the  belief  that  a  new  election  would  bring  a 
new  invasion.  About  the  same  time,  all  classes  of  men 
commenced  bearing  detidly  weapons  about  the  person,  a 
practice  which  has  continued  to  this  time.  I'nder  these 
circumstances,  a  i-Iight  or  accidental  quarrel  produced 
unusual  violence,  and  lawless  acts  became  frerpient.  This 
evil  condition  of  the  public  mind  was  further  increased  by 
acts  of  violence  in  Western  .Missouri,  where,  in  April,  a 
newspaper  press,  called  The  J'tirlcirille  Luminal  i/,  was 
destroyed  by  a  mol). 

About  the  same  time,  Malcolm  Clark  assaulted  Cole 
McCrea  at  a  siiuatter  meeting  in  Leavenworth,  and  was 
shot  by  MeCrea  in  alleged  self-ilefensi-. 

On  the  I'tli  day  of  May,  William  Phillips,  a  lawyer  of 
I^eavenworth,  was  first  notified  to  leave;  and  upon  his  re- 
fusal, was  forcibly  seized,  taken  across  the  river,  and  car- 
ried several  miles  Into  Missouri,  and  then  tarred  and 
feathered,  and  one  side  of  his  head  shaved,  and  other 
gross  imlignities  put  upon  his  jierson. 

Previous  to  this  outrage,  a  public  meeting  was  held,  at 
which  nsolulions  were  unanimously  passed,  looking  to 
unlawful  violence,  and  grossly  Intolerant  in  their  charac- 
ter. The  right  of  free  speech  upon  the  subject  of  Slavery 
was  characterized  as  a  disturbance  of  the  peace  and  quiet 
of  the  community,  and  as  "circulating  incendiary  senti- 
ments." They  say  "  to  the  peculiar  friends  of  norlhem 
fanatics,"  "(Jo  home  and  do  your  treason  where  you  may 
find  sympathy."     Among  other  resolves  is  the  following: 

'•  lieanlreil.  Th^l  the  Institution  of  Slavery  Is  known  and  re- 
cognl/.'  1  In  this  Tirrliorv  ;  and  we  repel  the  rtortrlne  that  it  la 
a  moral  «pd  pnliileal  evil,  and  we  hurl  back  with  scorn  upon 
Its  sUndi-rous  ainbors  ihe  rharee  of  Inlinmanliy  ;  and  we  warn 
ail  persons  not  to  come  to  our  peaceful  (iresldi-s  to  slander  us, 
and  sow  the  seeds  of  discord  betwei'n  the  m«sn-r  and  ihe  8(!r- 
vml  :  for,  as  much  as  w<-  ilcprecale  the  neresslty  to  which  we 
miy  be  driven,  we  cannot  be  responsible  for  the  conse- 
quences." 

A  Committee  of  Vigilance  of  30  men  was  appointed  "to 
j  obse.-';  fad  report  all  such  peisons  as  shall    ...     by 
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the  expression  of  abolition  sentiments,  produce  disturb- 
ance to  the  quiet  of  the  citizens,  or  danger  to  their  domes- 
tic relations ;  and  all  such  persons  so  offending  shall  be 
notified,  and  made  to  leave  the  Territory." 

The  meeting  was  "ably  and  eloquently  addressed  by 
Judge  Lecorapte,  Colonel  J.  N.  Burns  of  Western  Missouri, 
and  others."  Thus  the  head  of  the  judiciary  in  the  Terri- 
tory not  only  assisted  at  a  public  and  bitterly  partisan 
ineeting,wli03e  direct  tendency  was  to  produce  violence  and 
disorder,  but,  before  any  law  is  passed  in  the  Territory,  he 
prejudges  the  character  of  the  domestic  institutioni  which 
the  people  of  the  Territory  were,  by  their  organic  law,  "left 
perfectly  free  to  form  and  regulate  in  their  own  way." 

On  this  committee  were  several  of  those  who  held  certi- 
ficates of  election  as  members  of  the  legislature  ;  some  of 
the  others  were  then  and  still  are  residents  of  Missouri; 
and  many  of  the  committee  have  since  been  appointed  to 
the  loading  offices  in  the  Territory,  one  of  wliich  is  the 
sheriffalty  of  the  county.  Their  first  act  was  that  of  mob- 
bing Phillips. 

Sulisequently,  on  the  25th  of  May,  a.d.  1855,  a  public 
meeting  was  held,  at  which  R.  R.  Rees,  a  member  elect  of 
the  council,  presided.  The  following  resolutions,  offered 
by  Judge  Payne,  a  member  elect  of  the  house,  were  unani- 
mously adopted : 

"  Rfxolved,  That  we  heartily  indorse  Uie  acllon  of  the  commit- 
tee of  citizens  that  shaved,  Uirreil  and  feathered,  rode  on  a 
rail,  and  had  sold  by  a  negro,  VViUiam  Fhiilips,  the  mural 
perjurer. 

■'  liesoloed.  That  wo  return  our  thanks  to  the  committee  for 
faUhfuUy  performiug  the  trust  enjoined  upon  them  by  the  Pro- 
Slavery  "pariy. 

"  liesolced,  That  the  committee  be  now  discharged. 

"  Ileaohed,  That  we  severely  condemn  those  Pro-Slavery 
men  who,  from  mercenary  motives,  are  calling  upon  the  Pro- 
Slavery  party  to  submit  without  farther  action. 

"  lienolved.  That  in  order  to  secure  peace  and  harmony  to 
the  commuuily,  we  now  solemnly  declare  that  the  Pro- 
Slavery  party  "will  stand  firmly  by  and  carry  out  the  resolu- 
tions reported  by  the  committee  appointed  for  that  purpose  on 
tie  memorable  30.h." 

The  act  of  moral  perjury  here  referred  to  is  the  swear- 
ing Ijy  Phillips  to  a  truthful  protest  in  regard  to  the  elec- 
tion of  March  30,  in  the  XVIth  District. 

Tlie  members  receiving  their  certificates  of  the  Governor 
as  members  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Territory,  met 
at  Pawnee,  the  place  appointed  by  the  Governor,  on  the 
2d  of  July,  A.D.  1855.  Their  proceedings  are  stated  in 
three  printed  books,  herewith  submitted,  entitled  respec- 
tively, "The  Statutes  of  the  Territory  of  Kansas,"  "The 
Journal  of  the  Council  of  the  Territory  of  Kansas,"  and 
"  The  Journal  of  the  Uouse  of  Representatives  of  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Kansas." 

Your  Committee  do  not  regard  their  enactments  as  valid 
laws.  .\  legislature  thus  imposed  upon  a  people  cannot 
affect  their  political  rights.  Such  an  attempt  to  do  so,  if 
successful,  is  virtually  an  overthrow  of  the  organic  law, 
and  reduces  the  people  of  the  Territory  to  the  condition 
of  vassals  to  a  neighboring  State.  To  avoid  the  evils  of 
anarchy,  no  armed  or  organized  resistance  to  them  should 
be  made,  but  the  citizens  should  appeal  to  the  ballot-box 
at  public  elections,  to  the  federal  judiciary,  and  to  Con- 
gress, for  relief.  Such,  from  the  proof,  would  have  been 
the  course  of  the  people,  but  for  the  nature  of  these  enact- 
ments and  the  manner  in  which  they  are  enforced.  Their 
ciiaracter  and  their  execution  have  been  so  intimately 
connect<;d  with  one  branch  of  this  investigation — that  re- 
lating to  "  violent  and  tumultuous  proceedings  in  the  Ter- 
ritory " — -that  we  were  compelled  to  examine  them. 

The  "  laws  "  in  the  statute-books  are  general  and  spe- 
cial ;  the  latter  are  strictly  of  a  local  character,  relating  to 
bridges,  roads,  and  tlie  like.  The  great  body  of  the  gene- 
ral laws  are  exact  transcripts  from  the  Missouri  code.  To 
make  tliem  in  some  cases  conform  to  the  organic  act, 
separate  acts  were  passed,  defining  the  meaning  of  words. 
Thus  the  word  "  State "  is  to  be  understood  as  meaning 
"  Territory  ;"  the  words  "  County  Court"  shall  be  construed 
to  mean  the  board  of  commissioners  transacting  county 
business,  or  the  Probate  Court,  according  to  the  intent 
thereof  The  words  "  Circuit  Court"  to  mean  "District 
Court." 

The  material  differences  in  the  Missouri  and  Kansas  sta- 
tutes are  upon  the  following  subjects:  The  qualifications 
of  voters  and  of  members  of  the  legislative  assembly  ;  the 
official  oath  of  all  officers,  attorneys,  and  voters ;  the  mode 
of  selecting  officers  and  their  qualifications;  the  slave 
code,  and  the  qualifications  of  jurors. 

Upon  these  subjects,  tlie  provisions  of  the  Missouri  code 
are  such  as  are  usual  in  many  of  tin;  States.  But  by  the 
"  Kansas  Statutes"  every  office  in  the  Territory,  execu- 
tive and  judicial,  was  to  be  appointed  by  the  legislature, 
or  by  some  officer  appointed  by  it.  These  appointments 
were  not  merely  to  meet  a  temi)orary  exigency,  but  were 
to  hold  over  two  regular  elections,  and  until  after  the 
general  election  in  October,  1857,  at  which  the  members 


of  the  new  council  were  to  be  elected.  The  new  legisla- 
ture is  required  to  meet  on  the  first  Monday  in  January, 
1853.  Thus,  by  the  terms  of  these  "  laws,"  the  people 
have  no  control  whatever  over  either  the  legislature,  the 
executive,  or  the  judicial  departments  of  the  Territorial 
government  until  a  time  before  which,  by  the  natural  pro- 
gress of  population,  the  Territorial  government  will  be  su- 
perseded by  a  State  government. 

No  session  of  the  legislature  is  to  be  held  during  1856, 
but  the  members  of  the  House  are  to  be  elected  in  October 
of  that  year.  A  candidate,  to  be  eligible  at  this  election, 
must  swear  to  support  the  fugitive  slave  law ;  and  each 
judge  of  election,  and  each  voter,  if  challenged,  must  take 
the  same  oath.  The  same  oath  is  required  of  every  officer 
elected  or  appointed  in  the  Territory,  and  of  every  attor- 
ney admitted  to  practice  in  tlie  courts. 

A  portion  of  the  militia  is  required  to  muster  on  the  day 
of  election.  "  Every  free  white  male  citizen  of  the  United 
States,  and  every  free  male  Indian  who  is  made  a  citizen 
by  treaty  or  otherwise,  and  over  the  age  of  twenty-one 
years,  and  who  shall  be  an  inhabitant  of  the  Territory 
and  of  the  county  and  district  in  which  he  offers  to  vote, 
and  shall  have  paid  a  Territorial  tax,  shall  be  a  qualified 
elector  for  all  elective  offices."  Two  classes  of  persons 
were  thus  excluded,  who,  by  the  organic  act,  were  allowed 
to  vote,  viz. :  those  who  would  not  swear  to  the  oath  re- 
quired, and  those  of  foreign  birth  who  had  declared  on 
oath  their  intention  to  become  citizens.  Any  man  of 
proper  age  who  was  in  the  Territory  on  the  day  of  elec- 
tion, and  who  had  paid  one  dollar  as  a  tax  to  the  sheriff, 
who  was  required  to  be  at  the  polls  to  receive  it,  could 
vote  as  an  "inhabitant,"  although  he  had  breakfasted  in 
Missouri,  and  intended  to  return  there  for  supper.  There 
can  be  no  doubt  that  this  unusual  and  unconstitutional 
provision  was  inserted  to  prevent  a  full  and  fair  expres- 
sion of  the  popular  will  in  the  election  of  members  of  the 
house,  or  to  control  it  by  non-residents. 

All  jurors  are  required  to  be  selected  by  the  sheriff, 
and  "  no  person  who  is  conscientiously  opposed  to  the 
holding  of  slaves,  or  who  does  not  admit  the  right  to 
hold  slaves  in  the  Territory,  shall  be  a  juror  in  any 
cause  "  affecting  the  right  to  hold  slaves,  or  relating  to 
slave  property. 

The  Slave  Code,  and  every  provision  relating  to 
slaves,  are  of  a  character  intolerant  and  unusual  even 
for  that  class  of  legislation.  The  character  and  con- 
duct of  the  men  appointed  to  hold  office  in  the  Terri- 
tory contributed  very  much  to  produce  the  events 
which  followed.  Thus  Samuel  J.  Jones  was  appointed 
sheriff  of  the  county  of  Douglas,  which  included  within 
it  the  1st  and  lid  Election  Districts.  He  had  made  him- 
self peculiarly  obnoxious  to  the  settlers  by  his  conduct 
on  the  30th  of  March  in  the  lid  District,  and  by  his 
burning  the  cabins  of  Joseph  Oakley  and  Samuel  Smith. 

An  election  for  delegate  to  Congiess,  to  be  held  on 
the  1st  day  of  October,  1S55,  was  provided  for,  with  the 
same  rules  and  regulations  as  were  applied  to  other 
elections.  The  Free-State  men  took  no  part  in  tliis 
election,  having  made  arrangements  for  holding  an 
election  on  the  yth  of  the  same  month.  The  cit/zens  of 
Missouri  attended  at  the  election  of  the  Isl  of  October, 
some  paying  the  dollar  tax,  and  others  not  being  re- 
quired to  pay  it.  They  were  present  and  voted  at  the 
voting  places  of  Atchison  and  Doniphan,  in  Atchison 
County  ;  at  Greene  Springs,  Johnson  County  ;  at  Willow 
Springs,  Franklin,  and  Lecompton,  in  Douglas  County ; 
at  Foit  Scott,  Bourbon  County  ;  at  Baptiste  Paola, 
Lykins  County,  where  some  Imlians  voted,  some  whites 
paying  the  $1  tax  for  them  ;  at  Leavenworth  City,  and 
at  Kickapoo  City,  Leavenworth  County ;  at  the  latter 
place,  under  the  lead  of  Gen.  B.  F.  Stringfellovv  and  Col. 
Lewis  Barnes  of  Missouri.  From  two  of  tlie  election 
l)recint3  at  which  it  was  alleged  there  was  illegal  voting 
— viz.,  Delaware  and  Wyandotte — your  Committee 
failed  to  oiitain  the  attendance  of  witnesses  Your 
Committee  did  not  deem  it  necessary,  in  regard  to  this 
election,  to  enter  into  details,  as  it  was  manifest  that, 
from  there  being  but  one  candidate — Gen.  Whitfield  — 
he  must  have  received  a  majority  of  the  votes  cast. 
This  election,  therefore,  depends  not  on  the  number  or 
character  of  the  votes  received,  but  upon  the  validity 
of  the  laws  under  which  it  was  held.  Sufficient  testi- 
mony was  taken  to  show  that  the  voting  of  citizens  of 
Missouri  was  practiced  at  tliis  election,  as  at  all  former 
elections  in  the  Territory.  The  following  table  will  ex- 
hibit the  result  of  the  testimony  as  regards  the  number 
of  legal  and  illegal  votes  at  this  election.  The  county  of 
Marshall  embraces  the  same  territory  as  was  included  in 
the  Xlth  District;  and  the  reasons  before  stated  indi- 
cate that  the  great  majority  of  the  votes  then  cast  wern 
either  illegal  or  fictitious.     In  the  counties  to  which  our 

examinafon  extended,  there  were illegal  votes  cast 

as  near  as  the  proof  will  enable  us  to  determine. 


RErORT   OF   KANSAS   INVESTIGATING  COMMITTEE. 
ABSTRACT  OF  POLL-DOOKS  OF  OCTOBER  1,  1S53. 
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While  these  enactments  of  the  alleged  legislative  as- 
sembly were  being  made,  a  movement  was  instituted  to 
form  4  S'.ale  government,  and  apply  for  admi-^^^ion  into 
the  Uiiioii  as  a  State.  The  first  step  taken  by  the  people 
of  the  Territory,  in  consequence  of  the  invasion  of  March 
80,  lSry5,  was  the  circulation  for  signature  of  a  graphic 
ami  truthful  memorial  to  Congress.  Your  Committee 
find  that  every  allegation  in  this  memorial  has  been  sus- 
tained by  the  testimony.  No  further  step  was  taken,  as 
It  was  hoped  that  some  action  by  the  General  Goverumt  nt 
would  protect  them  in  their  rights.  When  the  alleged 
legislative  assembly  proceeded  to  construct  the  series  of 
enactments  referred  to,  the  settlers  were  of  opinion  that 
submission  to  them  would  result  in  depriving  them  of  the 
rights  secured  to  them  by  the  organic  law.  Their  politi- 
cal condition  Wivs  freely  discussed  in  the  Territory  during 
the  summer  of  1S55.  Several  meetings  were  held  in 
reference  to  holding  a  convention  to  form  a  State  gov- 
ernment, and  to  apply  for  admission  into  the  Union  as  a 
State.  Public  opinion  gradually  settled  in  favor  of  such 
an  application  to  the  Congress  to  meet  in  December, 
1855.  The  first  general  meeting  was  held  in  Lawrence  on 
the  15Ui  of  August,  1S55. 

The  following  preamble  and  resolutions  were  then 
passed : 

"WheTftu,  The  people  of  K.ins.vs  have  been,  since  Its 
settlement,  and  now  are,  without  any  law-making  power, 
therefore  be  it 

■•  R'folral.  That  we.  the  people  of  Kans.is  Territory.  In  mass 
mcetiii;  assemlili'd.  irr>"spectlve  of  p.irty  dlstincilons,  Intlu- 
enced  by  common  n>'c.'ssiiy,  and  gr^-atl y  df  siroin  of  iiromo'.ini; 
the  common  KOOi,  doh»'rfby  r-i!l  upon  and  r*-(|ii»*st  all  f^^wtjiile 
citizens  of  Kansas  Territory,  of  whatever  poUilc.il  vli-ws  or  pre- 
dUecltons,  to  consult  together  In  their  respective  Klectlon  1)U- 
trlcts  and  in  ma'S  convention  or  other  wLse,  elect  three  delegates 
for  each  representative  to  which  said  Klectlon  DUtrlct  Is  en- 
titled in  the  Iloiiee  of  Kepresentativesof  the  Legl.«Utlve  Assem- 
bly, by  pro.-l.nn.^tioTi  of  Ciovernor  Keeder.  of  date  19lh  of 
March.  IhSS  ;  said  deb'ijales  to  assemlde  In  convention,  at  the 
town  of  Topefci,  on  the  19:h  day  of  .September,  lh56.  then  and 
there  to  coiisiiler  and  determine  upon  all  subjects  of  publ.r  in- 
terest, and  partlcularlv  upon  th;»t  havln?  reference  to  the 
speedy  fornuttion  of  a  State  Constitution,  with  an  Intention  of 
an  immediate  application  to  be  admitted  as  a  State  Into  the 
UuloQ  of  the  United  States  of  America." 

Other  meetings  were  held  in  various  parts  of  the  Terri- 
tory, which  iudorsed  the  action  of  the  Lawrence  meeting, 


and  delegates  were  selected  in  compliance  with  its  recom- 
mendations. 

They  met  at  Topeka,  on  the  19th  day  of  .September, 
1S55.  Uy  their  resolutions,  they  provided  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  an  Executive  Committee,  to  consist  of  .seven  per- 
sons, who  were  required  to  "  keep  a  record  of  their  pro- 
ceedings, and  shall  have  a  general  superintendence  of 
the  affairs  of  the  Territory  so  far  as  regards  the  organita- 
tion  of  the  State  Government."  They  were  required  to 
take  steps  for  an  election  to  be  held  on  the  second  Tues- 
day of  the  October  following,  under  regulations  imposed 
by  that  Committee,  "for  members  of  a  Convention  to 
form  a  Constitution,  adopt  a  Dill  of  Rights  for  the  people 
of  Kansas,  and  take  all  needful  measures  for  organizing 
a  State  Government,  preparatory  to  the  admission  of 
Kansas  into  the  Union  as  a  State."  The  rules  prescribed 
were  such  as  usually  govern  elections  in  most  of  the 
States  of  the  Union,  and  in  most  respects  were  similar  to 
those  contained  In  the  proclamation  of  Gov.  Keeder  for 
the  election  of  March  8<J,  1S55. 

The  Executive  Committee  appointed  by  that  Conven- 
tion accepted  their  appointment,  and  entered  upon  the 
discharge  of  their  duties  by  Issuing  a  proclamation  ad- 
dressed to  the  legal  voters  of  Kansas,  requesting  them  to 
meet  at  their  several  precincts,  at  the  time  and  places 
named  in  the  proclamation,  then  and  there  to  cast  their 
ballots  for  members  of  a  Constitutional  Convention,  to 
meet  at  Topeka  on  the  4th  Tuesday  of  October  then 
next. 

The  proclamation  designated  the  places  of  elections, 
appointed  judges,  recited  the  qualifications  of  voters  and 
the  apportionment  of  members  of  the  Convention. 

After  this  proclamation  was  issued,  public  meetings 
were  held  in  every  district  in  the  Territory,  and  in  nearly 
every  precinct.  The  State  movement  was  a  ^''neral 
topic  of  discussion  throughout  the  Territory,  and  there 
was  but  little  opposition  exhibited  to  it.  Kleclions  were 
held  at  the  time  and  places  designated,  and  the  returns 
were  sent  to  the  Kxecutive  Committee. 

The  result  of  the  election  was  proclaimed  by  the  Execti- 
tive  Committee,  and  the  members  elect  were  required  to 
meet  on  the  23d  day  of  October,  1S55,  at  Topeka.  In 
pursuance  of  this  proclamation  and  direction,  the  Con- 
stitutional Convention  met  at  the  time  and  place  ap- 
pointed, and  formed  a  State  Constitution.    A  memorial 
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to  Congress  was  also  prepared,  praying  for  the  admission 

of  Kansas  into  tlie  Diiiiin  under  ttiat  Constitution.  The 
Convention  also  provided  tliat  the  question  of  the  adop- 
tion of  the  Constitution  and  other  questions  be  submitted 
to  the  people,  and  required  tlie  Executive  Committee  to 
take  the  necessary  steps  for  that  purpose. 


Accordingly,  an  election  was  held  for  that  purpose  on 
the  16th  day  of  December,  1356,  in  compliance  with  the 
proclamation  issued  l)y  ilie  Executive  Committee.  The 
returns  of  this  election  were  made  by  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee, and  an  abstract  of  them  is  contained  in  the  fol- 
lowing table: 


ABSTRACT   OF   THE   ELECTION   0?J   THE   ADOPTION   OF   THE 
STATE   CONSTITUTION,   DEC.    15,    1855. 
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N.  B. — Poll-Book  at  Leavenworth  was  destroyed. 


The  Executive  Committee  then  issued  a  proclamation 
reciting  the  results  of  the  election  of  tlie  15tli  of  Decem- 
ber, and  at  the  same  time  provided  fir  an  election  to 
be  held  on  the  loth  day  of  January,  1856,  for  State  ofS- 
cers  and  members  of  tbe  General  Assembly  of  the  State 
of  Kansas.  An  election  was  accordingly  held  in  the  seve- 
ral election-precincts,  the  returns  of  which  were  sent  lo 
the  Executive  Cfiininittee. 

The  result  of  this  election  was  announced  by  a  procla- 
mation by  the  Executive  Committee. 

In  accordance  with  the  Constitution  thus  adopted, 
the  members  of  the  State  Legislature  and  most  of  the 
State  officers  met  on  the  day  and  at  the  place  designated 
by  the  State  Constitution,  and  took  the  oath  therein 
prescribed. 

After  electing  United  States  Senators,  passing  some 
preliminary  laws,  and  appointing  a  Codifying  Committee 
and  preparing  a  Memorial  to  Congress,  the  General 
Assembly  adjourned  to  meet  on  the  4th  day  of  July, 
1856. 

The  laws  passed  were  all  conditional  upon  the  admis- 
sion of  Kansas  as  a  State  into  the  Union.  These  pro- 
ceedings were  regular,  and,  in  the  opinion  of  your 
Committee,  the  Constitution  thus  adopted  fairly  ex- 
presses the  will  of  the  majority  of  the  settlers.  They 
now  await  the  action  of  Congress  upon  their  memorial. 

These  elections,  whether  they  were  conducted  in  pur- 
suance of  law  or  not,  were  not  illegal. 

Whether  the  result  of  them  ia  sanctioned  by  tlie  action 


of  Congress,  or  they  are  regarded  as  the  mere  expression 
of  popular  will,  and  Congress  sliould  refuse  to  grant  the 
prayer  of  the  memorial,  that  cannot  affect  their  legality. 
The  right  of  the  people  to  assemble  and  express  their 
political  opinion  in  any  form,  whether  by  means  of  an 
election  or  a  convention,  is  secured  to  them  by  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States.  Even  if  the  elections  are 
to  be  regarded  as  the  act  of  a  party,  whether  political  or 
otherwise,  they  were  proper,  in  accordance  with  exam- 
ples, both  in  States  and  Territories. 

The  elections,  however,  were  preceded  and  followed 
by  acts  of  violence  on  tlie  part  of  those  who  opposed 
them,  and  those  persons  who  approved  and  sustained 
the  invasion  from  Missouri  were  peculiarly  hostile  tc 
these  peaceful  movements  preliminary  to  the  organiza- 
tion of  a  State  government.  Instances  of  this  violence 
will  be  referred  to  hereafter. 

To  provide  for  the  election  of  delegates  to  Congress, 
and  at  the  same  time  do  it  in  such  a  manner  as  to  obtain 
the  judgment  of  the  House  of  Representatives  upon  the 
validity  of  the  alleged  legislative  assembly  sitting  at 
Shawnee  Mission,  a  convention  was  held  at  Big  Spring 
on  the  5th  and  6th  days  of  September,  1S55.  This  wa.s  a 
party  convention,  and  a  party  calling  itself  the  Free- 
Sfale  party  was  then  organized.  It  was  in  no  way  con- 
nected with  the  State  movement,  except  that  the  election 
of  a  delegate  to  Congress  was  fixed  by  it  on  the  same 
day  as  the  election  of  members  of  a  constitutional  con- 
ve'ati.in.  instead  of    the   day  prescribed  by  the  alleged 
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legislative  assembly.  Andrew  H.  Ueeder  was  put  in 
nomination  as  Territorial  delegate  to  Congress,  and  an 
election  was  piovided  for  under  the  regulations  pre- 
scribed for  the  election  of  March  30,  1S55.  excepting  as 
to  the  appointment  of  officers,  and  the  persons  to  whom 
the  returns  of  the  elections  should  be  made.  The  elec- 
tion was  held  in  accordance  with  these  regulations,  and 
A.  U.  Keeder  received  2,S"27  votes. 

The  resolutions  passed  by  this  convention  indicate  the 
state  of  feeling  wliich  existed  in  the  Territory  in  conse- 
quence of  the  invasion  from  Missouri,  and  the  enact- 
ments of  the  alleged  legislative  assembly.  The  language 
ef  some  of  the  resolutions  is  violent,  and  can  only  be 
justilied  either  in  consequence  of  the  attempt  to  enforce 
:Jie  grossest  acts  of  tyranny,  or  for  the  purpose  of  guard- 
ing against  a  similar  invasion  in  future. 

Ill  ilie  fall  of  lSo5,  there  sprang  out  of  the  existing 
d  ?c..i<ls  and  excitement  in  the  Territory,  two  secret 
i•ie^.•-^tate  societies.  They  were  defensive  in  their  cha- 
n.cte.-,  and  were  designed  to  form  a  protection  to  their 
members  against  unlawful  acts  of  violence  and  assault. 
One  of  the  societies  was  purely  of  a  local  character,  and 
was  confined  to  the  town  of  Lawrence.  Very  shortly 
after  its  organization,  it  produced  its  desired  effect,  and 
then  went  out  of  use  and  ceased  to  exist,  lioth  societies 
were  cumbersome,  and  of  no  utility  except  to  give  con- 
fidence to  the  Fi-ee-Jtate  men,  and  enable  them  to  know 
and  aid  each  other  in  contemplated  danger.  So  far  as 
the  evidence  shows,  they  led  to  no  act  of  violence  in 
i-esistance  to  either  real  or  alleged  laws. 

On  the  21st  day  of  November,  1S05,  F.  M.  Coleman,  a 
Pro-Slavery  man,  and  Charles  \V.  Dow,  a  Free-State 
man,  had  a  dispute  about  the  division  line  between  their 
respective  claims.  Several  hours  afterward,  as  Dow  was 
passing  from  a  blacksmith  shop  toward  his  claim,  and 
by  the  cabin  of  Coleman,  the  latter  shot  Dow  with  a 
double-barreled  gun  loaded  with  slugs.  Dow  was  un- 
armed, lie  fell  across  the  road  and  died  immediately. 
This  was  about  1  o'clock,  p  M.  His  dead  bodj'  was  al- 
lowed to  lie  where  it  fell  until  after  sundown,  when  it  was 
conveyed  by  Jacob  Branson  to  his  house,  at  which  Dow 
boarded.  The  testimony  in  regard  to  this  homicide  is 
voluminous,  and  shows  clearly  that  it  was  a  deliberate 
murder  by  Coleman,  and  that  Harrison  Bulkley  and  a 
Mr.  Uargous  were  accessories  to  it.  The  excitement 
caused  by  it  was  very  great  among  all  classes  of  the 
settlers.  On  the  26th,  a  large  meeting  of  citizens  was 
held  at  the  place  where  the  murder  was  committed,  and 
resolutions  passed  that  Coleman  should  be  brought  to 
justice.  In  the  meantime,  Coleman  had  gone  to  Missouri, 
and  then  to  Gov.  Shannon,  at  Shawnee  Mission,  in 
Johnson  County.  He  was  there  taken  into  custody  by 
S.  J.  Jones,  then  acting  as  Sheriff.  No  warrant  was  issued 
or  examnation  had.  On  the  day  of  the  meeting  at  Hickory 
I'oint,  Harrison  Bradley  procured  a  peace  warrant 
against  Jacob  Branson,  which  was  placed  in  the  hands 
of  Jones.  That  same  evening,  after  Branson  had  gone 
to  bed,  Jones  carae  to  his  cabin  with  a  party  of  about 
35  persons,  among  whom  were  Harpous  and  Buckley — 
burst  open  the  door,  and  saw  Branson  in  bed.  He  then 
drew  his  pistol,  cocked  it,  and  presented  it  to  Branson's 
breast,  and  said,  "  You  are  my  prisoner,  and  if  you 
move  I  will  blow  you  through."  The  others  cocked  their 
guns  and  gathered  round  lilm,  and  took  him  prisoner. 
They  all  mounted  and  went  to  Buckley's  house,  .\fter 
a  time,  they  went  on  a  circuitou.s  route  toward  Blanton  s 
Bridge,  stopping  to  "drink"  on  the  way.  As  they  ap- 
proached the  bridge,  there  were  thirteen  in  the  party, 
several  having  stopped.  Jones  rode  up  to  the  prisoner 
and,  among  other  things,  told  him  that  he  had  "heard 
there  were  one  hundred  men  at  your  house  to-day,"  and 
"  that  he  regretted  they  were  not  there,  and  that  they 
were  cheated  out  of  their  sport."  In  the  meantime,  the 
alarm  had  been  given  in  the  neighborhood  of  Branson's 
arrest,  and  several  of  the  settle:  s,  among  whom  were 
some  who  had  attended  the  meeting  at  Hickory  Point 
that  day,  gathered  together.  They  were  greatly  excited  ; 
the  alleged  injustice  of  such  an  arrest  of  a  quiet  settler, 
under  a  peace  warrant  by  "  Sheriff  Jones,"  aided  by  two 
men  believed  to  be  accessory  to  a  murder,  and  who  were 
allowed  to  be  at  large,  exasperated  them,  and  they  pro- 
ceeded as  rapidly  as  possible  by  a  nearer  route  than 
that  taken  by  Jones,  and  stopped  near  the  house  of  J.  S. 
Abbott,  one  of  them.  They  were  on  foot  as  Jimes's 
party  approached  on  a  canter.  The  rescuers  suddenly 
formed  across  the  road  in  front  of  Jones  and  his  party. 
Jones  hailed,  and  asked,  "  What's  up?"  The  reply  was, 
"  That's  what  we  want  to  know.  What's  up?"  Branson 
said,  "  They  have  got  me  a  prisoner."  Some  one  in  the 
rescuing  parly  told  him  to  come  over  to  their  side.  He 
did  so,  and  dismounted,  and  the  mule  he  rode  was  driven 
over  to  Jones's  party  :  Jonee  then  left.  Of  the  persons 
engaged  in  this  rescue,  three  were  from  Lawrence,  and 


had  attended  the  meeting.  Your  Committee  have 
deemed  it  proper  to  detail  tlie  particulars  of  this  rescue, 
as  it  was  made  the  groundwork  of  what  is  known  as  the 
Wakerusa  War.  On  the  same  night  of  the  rescue,  the 
cabins  of  Coleman  and  Buckley  were  burned,  but  by 
whom,  is  left  in  doubt  by  the  testimony. 

On  the  morning  of  the  rescue  of  Branson,  Jones  was 
at  the  village  of  Franklin,  near  Lawrence.  The  rescue 
was  spoken  of  in  the  presence  of  Jones,  and  more  con- 
versation passed  between  two  othei-s  in  his  presence,  as 
to  whether  it  was  mcst  proper  to  send  for  assistance  to 
Col.  Boone,  in  Missouri,  or  to  Gov.  Shannon.  Jones 
wrote  a  dispatch  and  handed  it  to  a  messenger.  As  soon 
as  he  started,  Jones  said:  "That  man  is  taking  my 
dispatch  to  Missouri,  and  by  G — d  I'll  have  levenge 
before  I  see  Missouri."  A  person  present,  who  was 
examined  as  a  witness,  complained  publicly  that  the 
dispatch  was  not  sent  to  the  Governor  ;  and  within  half 
an  hour  one  was  sent  to  the  Governor  by  Jones,  through 
Hargous.  Within  a  few  days,  large  numbers  of  men 
from  the  State  of  Missouri  gathered  and  encauiped  on 
the  Wakerusa.  They  brought  with  them  all  the  equip- 
ments of  war.  To  obtain  thein,  a  party  of  men  under 
the  direction  of  Judge  T.  V.  Thompson  broke  into  the 
United  States  arsenal  and  armory  at  Liberty,  Missou.i, 
and  after  a  forcible  detention  of  Captain  Leonard  (then 
in  charge),  they  took  the  cannon,  muskets,  rifles,  powder, 
harness,  and  indeed  all  the  materials  and  munitions  ot 
war  they  desired,  some  of  which  have  never  been 
returned  or  accounted  for. 

The  chief  hostility  of  this  military  foray  was  against 
the  town  of  Lawrence,  and  this  was  especially  the  case 
with  the  officers  of  the  law. 

Your  Committee  can  see  in  the  testimony  no  reason, 
excuse,  or  palliation  for  this  feeling  Up  to  this  tune,  no 
icarrant  or  proclamation  of  ayi y  kind  had  been  in  the 
hands  of  any  officer  against  any  citizen  of  La^crence. 
No  arrest  had  been  attempted,  and  no  writ  resisted  in 
that  town.  The  rescue  of  Branson  sprang  out  of  a 
murder  committed  thirteen  miles  from  Lawrence,  in  a 
detached  settlement,  and  neither  the  town  nor  its 
citizens  e.xtended  any  protection  to  Branson's  rescuers. 
On  the  contrary,  two  or  three  days  after  the  rescue,  S. 
N.  Wood,  who  claimed  publicly  to  be  one  of  the  rescuing 
party,  wished  to  be  arrested  for  the  i)urpose  of  testing 
the  Territorial  laws,  and  walked  up  to  Sheriff  Jones  and 
shook  hands  with  him,  and  exchanged  other  courtesies. 
He  could  have  been  arrested  without  difficulty,  and  it 
was  his  design,  when  he  went  to  Mr.  Jones,  lo  be  ar- 
rested ;    but  no  attempt  was  made  to  do  so. 

It  is  obvious  that  the  only  cause  of  this  hostility  is  the 
known  desire  of  the  citizens  of  Lawrence  to  make  Kansas 
a  Free  State,  and  their  repugnance  to  laws  imposed  upon 
them  by  non-residents. 

I'our  Committee  do  not  propose  to  detail  the  incidents 
connected  with  this  foray.  Fortunately  for  the  peace  of 
the  country,  a  direct  conflict  between  the  opposing 
forces  was  avoided  by  an  amicable  arrangement.  The 
losses  sustained  by  the  settlers  in  property  taken  and 
time  and  money  expended  in  their  own  defense,  added 
much  to  the  trials  incident  to  a  new  settlement.  .Many 
persons  were  unlawfully  taken  and  detained— in  some 
cases,  under  circumstances  of  gross  cruelty.  This  was 
especially  so  in  the  arrest  and  treatment  of  Dr.  G.  A. 
Cutter  and  G.  F.  Warren.  They  were  taken,  without 
cause  or  warrant,  sixty  miles  from  Lawrence,  and  when 
Dr.  Cutter  was  quite  sick.  They  were  compelled  to  go 
to  the  camp  at  Lawrence,  %vere  put  into  the  custody  of 
"  Sheriff  Jones,"  who  had  no  process  to  arrest  them — 
they  were  taken  into  a  small  room  kept  as  a  liquor  shop, 
which  was  open  and  very  cold.  That  night,  Jones  came 
in  with  others,  and  went  to  "playing  poker  at  twenly- 
iive  cents  ante."  The  prisoners  we  e  obliged  to  sit  up 
all  night,  as  there  was  no  room  to  lie  down,  when  the 
men  were  playing.  Jones  insulted  them  frequently,  and 
told  one  of  them  he  must  either  "tell  or  swing."  The 
guard  then  objected  to  this  treatment  of  prisoners,  and 
Jones  desisted.     .     .     . 

While  we  remained  in  the  Territon,-,  repeated  acts  of 
outrage  were  committed  upon  the  quiet,  unoffending  citi- 
zens, of  which  we  received  authentic  intelligence.  Men 
were  attacked  on  the  highway,  robbed,  and  subsequently 
imprisoned.  Men  were  seized  and  searched,  and  their 
w  eapons  of  defense  taken  from  them  without  compensa- 
tion. Horses  were  frequently  taken  and  appropriated. 
Oxen  were  taken  from  the  joke  wldle  plowing,  and  butch- 
ered ill  the  presence  of  their  owners.  One  young  man 
was  seized  in  the  streets  of  the  town  of  Atchison,  and,  un- 
der circumstances  of  gross  barbarity,  was  tarred  and  cot- 
toned, and  in  that  condition  was  sent  to  his  family.  All 
the  jjrovitions  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  se- 
curing pe:-sons  and  property,  are  utterly  disregarded.  The 
oflicers  of  the  law,  instead  of  protecting  the  people,  were 
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in  some  instances  engaged  in  these  outrages,  and  in  no  in- 1 
stance  did  we  learn  that  any  man  was  arrested,  indicted,  I 
or  punislied  for  any  of  these  crimes.     While  such  oflenses  I 
were  committed  with  impunity,  the  laws  were  used  as  £ 
means  of  indicting  men  for  liolding  elections,  preliminary  ' 
to  framing  a  Constitution  and  applying  for  admission  into  j 
the  Union  as  the  State  of  Kansas.     Charges  of  high  trea-  ] 
sou  were  made -against  prominent  citizens  upon  grounds' 
which  seem  to  your  Committee  absurd  and  ridiculous,  and 
under  these  charges  they  are  now  held  in  custody  and  are 
refused  the  privilege  of  bail.     In  several  cases,  men  were 
arrested  in  the   State  of  Missouri,  while  passing  on  tlieii- 
lawful  business  through  that  State,  and  detained  until  in-  | 
dictments  could  be  found  in  the  Territory,  | 

These  proceedings  were  followed  by  an  offense  of  still  [ 
greater  magnitude.  Under  color  of  legal  process,  a  com- 
pany of  about  700  armed  men,  the  great  body  of  whom, 
your  Committee  are  satisfied,  were  not  citizens  of  the  Ter- 
ritory, marched  into  the  town  of  Lawrence,  under  Mar- 
shal Donaldson  and  S.  J.  Jones,  officers  claiming  to  act 
under  the  law,  and  bombarded  and  then  burned  to  the 
ground  a  valuable  hotel  and  one  private  house ;  destroyed 
two  printing  presses  and  material ;  and  then,  being  re- 
leased by  the  officers,  whose  posse  they  claimed  to  be,  pro- 
ceeded to  sack,  pillage,  and  rob  houses,  stores,  trunks,  etc., 
even  to  the  clothing  of  women  and  children.  Some  of  the 
letters  thus  unlawfully  taken  were  private  ones,  written  by 
the  contesting  Delegate,  and  they  were  ofl'ered  in  eviilence. 
Your  Committee  did  not  deem  that  the  persons  holding 
them  had  any  right  thus  to  use  them,  and  refused  to  be 
made  the  instruments  to  report  private  letters  thus  ob- 
tained. 

This  force  was  not  resisted,  because  it  was  collected  and 
marshaled  under  the  forms  of  law.  Hut  this  act  of  bar- 
barity, unexampled  in  the  history  of  ourCiovernment,  was 
followed  by  its  natural  consequences.  All  the  restraints 
which  American  citizens  are  accustomed  to  pay  even  to 
the  appearance  of  law,  were  thrown  off;  one  act  of  vio- 
lence led  to  another ;  homicides  became  frequent.  A 
party  under  H.  C.  Pate,  composed  chiefly  of  citizens  of 
Missouri,  were  taken  prisoners  by  a  party  of  settlers  ;  and 
while  your  Committee  were  at  Westport,  a  company  cliielly 
of  Missourians,  accompanied  by  the  acting  Delegate,  went 
to  relieve  Pate  and  his  party,  and  a  collision  was  prevented 
by  the  United  States  troops.  Civil  war  has  seemed  im- 
pending in  the  Territory.  Nothing  can  prevent  so  great  a 
calamity  but  the  presence  of  a  large  force  of  United  States 
troops,  under  a  commander  who  will  with  prudence  and 
discretion  quiet  the  excited  passions  of  both  parties,  and 
expel  with  force  the  armed  bands  of  lawless  men  coming 
from  Missouri  and  elsewhere,  who  with  criminal  pertina- 
city infest  that  Territory. 

In  some  cases,  and  as  to  one  entire  election  district,  the 
condition  of  the  country  prevented  the  attendance  of 
witnesses,  who  were  either  arrested  or  detained  while  obey- 
ing our  process,  or  deterred  from  so  doing.  The  Sergeant- 
at-Arms,  who  served  the  process  upon  them,  was  himself 
arrested  or  detained  for  a  short  time  by  an  aruicd  force, 
claiming  to  be  a  part  of  the  posse  of  the  Marshal,  Ijut 
was  allowed  to  proceed  upon  an  examination  of  his  pa- 
pers, and  was  furnished  with  a  pass,  signed  by  '•  AVarren 
D.  Wilkes,  of  South  Carolina."  John  Upton,  anotlier  offi- 
cer of  the  Committee,  was  subsequently  stopped  by  a  law- 
less force  on  the  borders  of  the  Territory,  and  after  being 
detained  and  treated  with  great  indignity,  was  released. 
lie  also  was  furnished  witli  a  pass  signed  by  two  citizens 
of  Missouri,  and  addressed  to  "Pro-Slavery  men."  By 
reason  of  these  disturbances,  we  were  delaj'ed  in  Westport, 
so  that  while  in  session  there,  our  time  was  but  partially 
occupied. 

But  the  obstruction  which  created  the  most  serious  em- 
barrassment to  your  Committee,  was  the  attempted  arrest 
of  Gov.  Keeder,  the  contesting  Delegate,  upon  a  writ  of 
attachment  issued  against  hira  by  Judge  Lecompte,  to  com- 
pel his  attendance  as  a  witness  liefore  the  Grand  Jury  of 
Douglas  County.  William  Fane,  recently  from  the  State 
of  Georgia,  and  claiming  to  be  the  Deputy  Marshal,  came 
into  the  room  of  the  Committee,  while  Gov.  Heeder  was 
examining  a  witness  before  us,  and  producing  the  writ  re- 
quired (iov.  Keeder  to  attend  him.  Subsequent  events 
have  only  strengthened  the  conviction  of  your  Committee, 
that  this  was  a  wanton  and  uidawful  interference  by  the 
Judge  who  issued  the  writ,  tending  greatly  to  obstruct  a  full 
and  fair  investigation.  Ciov.  Keeder  and  Gen.  Whitfield 
alone  were  fully  possessed  of  that  local  information  which 
would  enable  us  to  elicit  the  whole  truth,  and  it  was  obvi- 
Cus  to  every  one  that  any  event  which  would  separate 
either  of  them  from  the  Committee,  would  necessarily  hin- 
der, delay,  and  embarrass  it.  Gov.  Keeder  claimed  that, 
under  the  circumstances  in  which  he  was  placed,  he  was 
privileged  from  arrest  except  for  treason,  felony,  or  breach 
of  the  peace.  As  this  was  a  question  of  privilege,  i)roper 
for  the  Courts,  or  for  the  privileged  person  alone  to  deter- 


mine on  his  peril,  we  declined  to  give  him  any  protecli;-..* 
or  take  any  action  in  the  matter.  lie  refused"  to  obey  the 
writ,  believing  it  to  be  a  mere  pretense  to  get  the  custody 
of  his  person,  and  fearing,  as  he  alleged,  that  he  would  be 
•Aisassinated  by  lawless  bands  of  men  then  gatlieiing  in 
and  near  Lecompton.     He  then  left  the  Territory. 

Subsequently,  H.  Miles  Moore,  an  attorney  in  Leaven- 
worth City,  but  for  several  years  a  citizen  of  Weston,  Mo., 
kindly  furnished  the  Committee  information  as  to  the  resi- 
dence of  persons  voting  at  the  elections,  and  in  some  cases 
examined  witnesses  before  us.  He  was  arrested  on  the 
streets  of  that  town  by  an  armed  band  of  about  thirty 
men,  headed  by  W.  D.  Wilkes,  without  any  color  of  au- 
thority, confined,  with  other  citizens,  under  a  military 
guard  for  twentj'-four  hours,  and  then  notified  to  leave  the 
Territory.  His  testimony  was  regarded  as  important,  and 
upon  his  sworn  statement  that  it  would  endanger  his  per- 
son to  give  it  openly,  the  majority  of  your  Committee 
deemed  it  proper  to  examine  him  ex-parte,  and  did  so. 

By  reason  of  these  occurrences,  the  contestant   and  the  • 
party  with  and  for  whom  he  acted,  were  um-epresented  be- 
fore us  during  a  greater  portion  of  the   time,  and  your 
Committee  were  required  to  ascertain  the  truth  in  the  best 
manner  they  could. 

Your  Committee  report  the  following  facts  and  conclu- 
sions as  established  by  tlie  testimony  : 

J^'irat.  That  each  election  in  the  Territory,  held  under 
the  organic  or  alleged  Territorial  law,  has  been  carried  by 
organized  invasions  from  the  State  of  Blissouri,  by  which 
the  people  of  the  Temtory  have  been  prevented  from 
exercising  the  rights  secured  to  them  by  the  organic 
law. 

Second.  That  the  alleged  Territorial  Legislature  was 
an  ilIegally-con^titllted  body,  and  had  no  power  to  pass 
valid  laws,  and  their  enactments  are,  therefore,  null  and 
void. 

Third.  That  these  alleged  laws  have  not,  as  a  general 
thing,  been  used  to  protect  persons  and  property  and  to 
punish  wrong,  but  for  unlawful  purposes. 

Fourth.  That  the  election  under  which  the  sitting  Dele- 
gate, John  AV.  Whitfield,  liolds  his  seat,  was  not  lield  in 
pursuance  of  any  valid  law,  and  tliat  it  should  be  regarded 
only  as  the  expression  of  the  choice  of  those  resident  citi- 
zens who  voted  for  hira. 

Fifth.  That  the  election  under  which  the  contesting 
Delegate,  Andrew  H.  Reeder,  claims  his  seat,  was  not  held 
in  pursuance  of  law,  and  that  it  should  be  regarded  only 
as  the  expression  of  the  choice  of  the  resident  citizens  wlio 
voted  for  him. 

S/'seth.  That  Andrew  II.  Reeder  received  a  greater  num- 
ber of  votes  of  resident  citizens  than  John  W.  Whitfield, 
for  Delegate. 

Seventh.  That  in  the  present  condition  of  the  Territory, 
a  fair  election  cannot  be  held  without  a  new  census,  a 
stringent  and  well-guarded  election  law,  the  selection  of 
impartial  Judges,  and  the  presence  of  United  States  troops 
at  every  place  of  election. 

Eiglitli.  That  the  various  elections  held  by  the  people 
of  the  Territory  preliminary  to  the  formation  of  the  State 
Government  have  been  as  regular  as  the  disturbed  condi- 
tion of  the  Territory  would  allow ;  and  that  the  Constitu- 
tion passed  by  the  Convention,  held  in  pursuance  of  said 
elections,  embodies  the  will  of  a  majority  of  the  people. 

As  it  is  not  the  province  of  your  Committee  to  suggest 
remedies  for  the  existing  troubles  in  the  Territory  of  Kan- 
sas, they  content  themselves  with  the  foregoing  statement 
of  facts. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

Wm.  A.  Howard, 
John  Suekmak. 


Tlie  Free-State  Constitution  framed  :it  To- 
peka  for  Kansa.s.  by  tlic  Convention  called  by 
the  Free-Stale  party,  (as  set  forth  in  the  for©, 
going  document'',)  was  in  due  season  submitted 
to  Congres.< — .Mes.'irs.  Andrew  H.  Reeder  (the 
Free-State  Territorial  delejrate)  and  Janie.«  H. 
Lane  liavingbeen  chosen  by  the  first  Free-State 
Legislature,  Senators  of  the  United  Statc-^,  and 
Mr.  M.  W.  Delahay  elected  Representative  in  the 
House,  by  the  Free-State  men  of  Kansas. 
Of  course,  these  were  not  entitled  to  their  seats 
until  the  aforesaid  instrument  (known  as  the 
•'  Topeka  Constitution  ")  should  be  accepted  by 
Congress,  and  the  State  thereupon  admitted 
into  the  Union.  This  Constitution,  being  form, 
ally  presented  in  either  House,  was  received  and 
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fprtiTcd  to  llieir  respect  vc  Comniittci's  on  Tor 
riiorii's;  but  the  accoiiijwuyiii;;  Meinoiiiil  Iron 
ihi"    Frce-Stiue  Lciiislatiire,  sottinf^    lortli    tlio  j 
grounds  of  ilio  appliciuion,  and  j>riiyinjj  lor  ud- 1 
mission   hs  a  State,  was,  niter  having  been  re-! 
ccived    by   the  Senate,   reconsidered,   rejected,  I 
and  returned  to  Col.    Lane,   on   the  nllejiation  | 
that  material  changes  liad  been  made  in  it  since 
ii  left  Kansas.     The  Senate,  in  like  manner,  re- 
jeeti'd  repeated  motions  to  accept  the  Constiiu- 
lion.  and  thereupon   admit    Kansa.s    as    a  Free 
Slate  —  there  never    biin<r    more    than    ilessrs. 
liamtin  and  Fessenden,  of  Maine.  Hale  and  liell, 
of  New-Hampshire,  Collamer  and  Foot,  of  Ver- 
mont, Sumner  and  ^Vilson,    of  Mass.,    Foster, 
of  Connecticut,  Seward  and  Fish,  of  New-York, 
Wade,  of  Oiiio,  Durkee  and  Dodjje.  of  Wiscon- 
sin, Trumbull,  of  Illinois,  and   Harlan,  of  Iowa, 
(Id)  Senators  in  favor  of  such  admission,  and 
'Jiese  never  all  present  at  the  same  time. 

In  the  House — the  aforesaid  Constitution  and 
Memorial  having  been  submitted  to  the  Com- 
mittee ou  Territories — its  Chairman,  Mr.  Grow, 
of  IVnna.,  from  a  majority  of  said  Committee, 
reported  in  favor  of  the  admission  of  Kansas 
under  such  Const iiutiim,  as  a  Free  State  ;  and 
after  debate  the  Previous  Question  thereon  was 
ordered  (June  -JSth)  by  a  vote  of  98  Ayes  to 
03  Noes.  Previous  to  this,  however,  Mr.  Ste- 
phens, of  Georgia,  had  proposed,  as  an  amend- 
ment or  substitute,  a  radically  different  bill, 
euntcmplating  the  appointment  by  the  Presi- 
dent and  Senate  of  live  Commissioners,  who 
should  repair  to  Kansas,  take  a  census  of  the 
inhabitants  and  legal  voters,  and  thereupon  pro- 
ceed to  ajiportion,  during  the  nionth  of  Septem- 
ber, l?o6,  the  delegates  (o'l)  to  form  a  Consti- 
tutional Convention,  to  be  elected  by  the  legal 
voters  aforesaid;  said  delegates  to  be  chosen 
ou  the  day  of  the  Presidential  election  (Tues- 
day, Nov.  4th,  1856),  and  to  assemble  in  Con- 
vention on  the  first  Monday  in  December,  1850, 
to  lorm  a  State  Constitution.  The  bill  proposed, 
also,  penalties  for  illegal  voting  at  said  election 

To  this  substitute-bill,  Jlr.  Dunn,  of  Indiana, 
proposed  the  following  amendment,  to  come  in 
at  tne  end  as  au  additional  section: 

8t.c.  IS. — And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  so  much  of 

the  fuurieenili  section  an'l  of  tl.e  lljir.y-second  seciionof 
the  HCl  pa.ise(l  at  the  first  9<-s.*ion  of  the  Thirty-Tliird  Con- 
grrsji,  coiimionly  c:ille<i  the  Kansas  and  Nebraska  hci,  as 
read..!  as  folhiw.*  :  "  Exct-pt  the  eighth  section  of  the  act 
I<re|iaralory  to  the  ndini^spm  of  Missouri  into  the  Union, 
approved  .Maicli  d,  lb2  ■,  wliich,  being  inconsistent  with 
the  principle  of  non-iiterventinn  by  Congress  with 
Slavery  in  the  States  and  Territories,  as  recognized  by 
tlie  legislation  of  ISA'*,  commonly  called  the  Compromise 
Mea^urrs,  is  hereby  declared  inoperative  and  void  ;  it 
being  the  true  inleni  and  meaning  of  this  act  not  to  legis- 
late sUvi-ry  into  ai.y  St.ite  or  Territory,  or  to  exclude  it 
therefrom,  but  to  leave  the  |)€ople  thereof  perfectly  free 
to  form  and  regulate  their  domestic  Institutions  in  their 
own  wiiy,  sul'ject  only  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
Stale.s  :  /'ror<(/e</,  That  nothing  herein  contained  shall 
be  construed  lo  revive  or  put  in  force  any  law  or  regula- 
tion which  may  have  existed  prior  lo  the  act  of  6ili  of 
March,  1S20,  either  protecting,  establisiiing,  prohil>iiing, 
or  abolishing  Slavery,"  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  re 
praled.  Povided,  Ttiat  any  person  or  persons  lawfully 
belli  to  service  within  eitlier  of  the  Territories  named  in 
•aid  act  shall  bedischargid  from  such  service,  if  they  shnli 
not  be  removed  and  kept  out  of  said  Territories  wilhiii 
twelve  months  froiu  the  passage  of  this  act. 

Mr.  Dunn's  amendment  to  the  Stephens 
amendment  or  substitute,  was  carried  :  Yeas, 
lua  ;  Nay.s,  1 02. 


Mr.  Stephen.s's  substitute,  as  thus  amended  bv 
its  adversaries,  was  abandoned  by  its  original 
friends,  and  received  but  tico  votes — those  t)f 
.Messrs.  (ieorge  G.  Dunn,  of  Indiana,  and  John 
Scott   Harrison,  of  Ohio — Nays,  "J In. 

.Mr.  Dunn  had  previously  movi-d  a  reference 
of  the  bill  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union.  This  was  now  defeated: 
Yeas,  Itil  ;  Nays,  Uiy. 

Mr  Jones,  of  Tennessee,  now  moved  that  the 
liill  do  lie  on  the  table,  which  was  defeated. 
Yea.s,  loO;  Nays,  l(i7  ;  (Hurelayof  Pennsyl- 
vania, Dunn  of  Indiana,  Haven  ami  \Villiams, 
of  New-York. —  Ycax  :  IJayard  Clarke,  of  New- 
York,  Hickman  and  Millward,  of  Pennsylvania, 
Moore,  of  Ohio,  and  Seott,  of  Indiana. — Nui/x  : 
Scott  Harrison,  of  Ohio,  not  voting,  Wells  of 
Wisconsin,  absent).  The  House  now  refused 
to  ailjourn  by  DiO  to  hrl;  and,  after  a  long 
struggle,  the  final  question  was  reached,  and  the 
bill  rejected:  Yeas,  ItJC  ;  Nays,  lt>7. 

So  the  bill  was  lost. 

Jiiiv  Isf. — Mr.  Barclay,  (Dem.)  of  Pennsyl- 
vania rose  to  a  privilegeil  motion.  He  moved 
a  reconsideration  of  the  preceding  vote,  by 
which  the  Free-Kansas  bill  had  been  rejected. 
A  stormy  debate  ensued,  in  the  midst  of  which 
Mr.  Howard,  of  Michigan,  rose  to  a  question  of 
higher  privilege  (as  affecting  the  right  of  a 
member  [delegate]  to  his  seat)  and  submitted 
the  report  of  the  Kansas  Investigating  Com- 
mittee (already  given).  The  Speaker  sustained 
the  motion,  ami  the  House  sustained  the 
Speaker.  The  report  was  thereupon  presented 
and  read,  consuming  a  tidl  day. 

Jiili/  [irJ. — The  question  of  reconsidering  the 
vote  defeating  the  Free-Kansas  bill  was  again 
reached.  Mr.  Houston,  of  Alabama,  moved  that 
it  do  lie  on  the  table ;  defeated  :  Yeas.  'J7  ; 
Nays,  ltj2.  The  main  question  was  then  order- 
ed: Yeas,  lol  ;  Nays,  9S  ;  and  the  reconsidera- 
tion carried:  Yeas,  101  ;  Nays,  99.  The  previous 
question  on  the  passage  of  the  bill  was  now 
ordered  :  Yeas,  9'J  ;  Nays,  90  ;  a  motion  by 
Mr.  McQueen,  of  South  Carolina,  to  lay  the  bill 
on  the  table  was  defeateil  :  Yeas,  97  ;  Nays, 
100  ;  and  thea  the  bill  was  finally  pasxed :  Yeas, 
99;  Nays.  97. 

Mr.  (irow,  of  Pennsylvania,  moved  the  recon- 
sideration of  this  vote,  atid  that  the  motion  to 
reconsider  do  lie  on  the  table,  which  was  per- 
mitted, without  further  division. 

June  3'if/i. — .Mr.  Douglas  reported  to  the 
Senate  on  several  bills  submitted  by  Messrs. 
Clayton,  Totnbs,  and  others,  for  the  pacifica- 
tion of  the  Kansas  troubles,  as  also  decidedly 
against  Gov.  Seward's  proposition  to  admit 
Kansas  as  a  Free  State,  under  her  Topeka  Con- 
stitution, ilr.  Collamer,  being  the  minority  of 
the  Territorial  Commiiiee.  made  a  brief  and 
pungent  counter-report.  Mr.  Douglas  gave 
notice  that  he  wouUi  ask  for  a  final  vote  on  the 
day  after  the  ne.\t. 

Jiili/  ]st. — Bill  debated  by  Messrs.  Thompson 
of  Ky.,  Hale  of  N  H.,  Bijiler  of  Pa.,  Adams  of 
Mi.ss  ,  and  Crittenden  of  Ky. 

July  2d — Debate  continued  through  the  day 
and  following  night,  the  majority  resisting  all 
motions  to  adjourn.  Messrs.  Wade,  Pugh, 
Briggs,  Bigler,  Toombs,  Clayton,  Crittenden, 
Bell,  Seward,  Hale,  and  nearly  half  the  Senutu 
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particiitated.  An  amendment  moved  by  Mr.  I 
Adams,  of  Miss.,  the  day  before,  striking  out  so 
niiicli  of  tlie  bill  as  secures  the  Kight  of  Suf-  | 
frage,  in  tlie  proposed  reorganization  of  Kansas, 
to  alien  residents  who  shall  have  declared  their 
intention  to  become  citizens,  and  renounced 
all  allegiance  to  foreign  governments,  was 
adopted:  Yeas,  22 ;  Xays,  10. 

Some  time  in  the  morning  of  July  3d,  the  fol- 
lowing amendment,  reduced  to  shape  by  Mr. 
Geyer,  of  Mo  ,  was  added  to  the  18th  section  of 
tlie  bill — only  Brown,  of  Miss.,  Fitzpatrick,  of 
Ala,  and  Mason,  of  Va.,  voting  against  it: 
Yeas,  40.     It  provides  tliat 

No  law  shall  be  made  or  have  force  or  effect  in  said 
Territory  [of  Kansas]  which  shall  require  any  attesta- 
tion or  oaih  to  support  any  act  of  Congress  or  other 
legislative  act,  as  a  qualification  for  any  civil  ollice, 
public  trust,  or  for  any  etuployiuenl  or  profession,  or  to 
serve  as  a  juror,  or  vote  at  an  election,  or  which  shall 
impose  any  tax  upon,  or  comlition  to,  the  e.xerclse  of 
the  right  of  sulfrage,  by  any  qualified  voter,  or  which 
shall  restrain  or  prohibit  llie  free  discussion  of  any  law 
or  subject  oflegsUUion  in  thesaid'Terrilory,  or  the  fiee 
expression  of  opinion  thereon  by  the  people  of  said  Ter- 
ritory. 

Mr.  Trumbull,  of  111.,  moved  the  following  : 
And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  it  was  the  true  in- 
tent and  meaning  of  the  '•  acl  to  organize  the  Territories 
of  Nebraska  and  ICansus,"  not  to  legislate  Slavery  into 
Kansas,  nor  to  exclude  it  therefrom,  but  to  leave  the 
people  thereof  peifectly  free  through  their  Territorial 
Leg.slaturu  to  regulate  the  institution  of  i^lavery  in  their 
own  way,  subject  to  the  Constitution  of  the  L'uited 
Slates;  and  that,  until  the  Territorial  Legislature  acts 
upon  the  subject,  the  owner  of  a  slave  in  one  of  the 
iiiales  has  no  right  or  authority  to  take  such  slave  into 
the  Territory  of  Kansas,  and  there  hold  him  as  a  slave  ; 
but  every  slave  taken  to  the  Territory  of  Kansas  by  his 
owner  for  purposes  of  settlement  is  hereby  declared  to  be 
free,  unless  there  is  some  valid  act  of  a  duly  constituted 
Legislative  Assembly  of  said  Territory,  under  «luch  he 
may  be  held  as  a  slave. 

The  Yeas  and  Nays  being  ordered,  the  pro- 
position was  voted  down — Yeas,  9;  Mays,  a-1 — 
as  follows : 

Ybas— Messrs.  Durkee,  Fessenden,  Foot,  Foster,  Hale, 
Seward,  Trumbull,  Wade,  and  Wilson— 9. 

Nays.— Messrs.  Adams,  Allen,  Uayard,  Bell  of  Ten- 
nessee, Beuj  ^niiu,  liiggs,  Bigler,  llright,  lirudhea<l, 
brown,  Cass,  Clay,  Cruieuden,  Dodge,  Douglas,  Evans, 
Kuzpairick,  Geyer.  Uiiiiler,  Iveison,  Johnsim,  Jones  of 
Iowa,  Mallory,  Pratt,  I'ugb,  Keid,  Sebastian,  t'lidell, 
Thouipion  of  Keuiuci.y,  loombs,  Toucey,  Weller  Wright, 
and  Vulee — 34. 

Mr.  Trumbull  then  proposed  that  the  Kansas- 
Nebraska  act 

was  intended  to,  and  doe^,  confer  upon,  or  leave  to,  the 
people  of  the  Territory  of  Kitii.-as  full  powtr,  at  any  liiue, 
ihrougli  its  Territorial  Le;;i^l.llure.  to  exclude  Slavery 
frOQi  said  Territory,  or  to  recognize  and  regulate  it  there- 
in. 

This,  too,  was  voted  dowti.  Mr.  Trumbull 
then  proposed  the  following: 

And  be  itfuriher  enacted.  That  all  the  acts  and  pi;o- 
ceedings  of  all  and  every  body  of  men  heretofore  assein. 
bled  in  said  Territory  of  Kansas,  and  claiiuiiig  to  be  a 
Legislative  Asseiiil)ly  iliere^t,  wiHi  authority  Id  p.iss  Inws 
for  the  g  .verumcnt  of  said  fcrritory,  are  hereby  declared 
to  be  utierly  null  and  void.  .\i]d  no  person  shall  hold 
any  ollice,  or  exercise  any  authority  or  jurisdiction  in 
said  Territory,  under  or  by  virtue  of  any  jiiwer  or 
authority  derived  fiom  such  Legislative  Assembly;  nor 
shall  the  members  thereof  exercise  any  power  or  authority 
as  sucii. 

This,  too,  was  voted  down,  as  follows  : 

Ykas. — Messrs.  IJ=11  of  Ne«-llampshire,  CoUamer, 
Durkee,  Kessenden,  Foot,  Foster,  Hale,  Seward,  Trumbull, 
Wade,  and  Wilsou— 11. 

Nays. — Messrs.  Adams,  Allen,  Buyard,  Bell  of  Ten- 
nessee, Benjamin,  Biggs,  Bigler,  Bright,  Brodhead,  Brown, 
Cass,   Clay,    Critienueii,   Dodge,   Douglas,  Evans.   Fita- 


p  itrick,  Geyer,  Hunter,  Iverson,  Johnson,  Jones  of  lofa, 
.M.illory,  .MasDii,  Trail.  I'ugli,  Iteid,  Sebastian,  Slldell, 
Siuart,  Thompson  of  Kentucky,  Toombs,  Toucey,  Weller, 
Wriglil,  anil  Vulee — 3ti. 

Mr.  Foster,  of  Connecticut,  moved  the  follow- 
ing amendment : 

Skc. — And  belt  furUier  enacted.  That,  until  the  lu- 
habitants  of  said  Territory  shall  proceed  tn  hohl  ii  C'Hi- 
venlioii  to  form  a  Stale  Coiisiilution  according  to  tUepro- 
viMons  of  this  act,  and  so  lung  as  said  Territory  remains 
a  Territory,  the  following  seciions  contained  in  chapter 
one  hundred  and  filiy-one,  in  the  volume  iransiiiitted  to 
the  Senate,  by  the  I'resident  of  the  United  States,  ni  con- 
taining the  Uws  of  Kansas,  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby, 
declared  to  be  utterly  null  and  void,  viz.  : 

"§12.  If  any  free  person,  by  speaking  or  by  writing,  as- 
sert or  maintain  that  persons  have  not  Uie  right  lo  UolJ  siavt-« 
In  thisTerriiory,  or  shall  introduce  Into  this  Territory  any  I  ook, 
paper,  m.igaiiiie,  pamphlet,  or  circular,  conittlmiiii;  any  UeutJ 
of  the  right  of  persons  to  hold  idnves  In  this  Territory,  such 
persons  shall  be  deemed  cudty  of  felony,  and  punished  by  liu- 
prisoumeiit  at  hard  labor  tor  a  term  of  not  less  than  two  y.-4irs. 

"  §  13.  No  person  who  is  eonsclentiously  opposed  to  hold- 
In?  slaies,  or  w ho  does  not  admit  the  rii;hl  to  hold  slavcn  lu 
Uils  Territory,  shall  sit  as  a  juror  on  Ihe  trial  of  any  pm- 
secuUoQ  for  the  violaiiou  of  any  one  of  the  secuoui:  of  ihk 
act." 

This  was  rejected  [as  superfluous,  or  covered 

by  a  former  amendment,]  as  follows: 

Yeas. — Messrs.  Allen,  Bell  of  New-Hampshire,  Clay- 
ton, Collamer,  Durkee,  Fessenden,  Foot,  Foster,  Hale, 
Seward,  Trumbull,  Wade,  and  Wilson — 13. 

Nays. — .Messrs.  Bayard,  Benjamin,  Biggs,  Bigler, 
Bright,  Brodhead,  Brown,  Cass,  Clay,  Dodge,  Douglas, 
Evans,  Fitzpalrick,  Geyer,  Hunter,  Iverson,  Jolinson, 
Jones  of  Iowa,  Mallory,  .Mason,  Pratt,  Pugh,  Ucid,  Sebas- 
tian, Slidell,  Stuart,  Thompson  of  Kentucky,  Toombs, 
Toucey,  Weller,  Wright,  and  Yulee— 82. 

Mr.  Wilson,  of  Massachusetts,  moved  that  the 
whole  bill  be  stricken  out  and  another  inserted 
instead,  repealing  all  the  Territorial  laws  of 
Kansas. 

Rejected:  Yeas,  8,  (Bell,  of  New-Hampshire, 
Collamer,  Durkee,  Fessentlen,  Foster,  Seward, 
Wade,  and  Wilson  ;)  Nays,  .So. 

Mr.  Seward  moved  to  strike  out  the  whole 
bill,  and  insert  instead  one  admitting  Kansas  as 
a  Free  State,  under  the  Topeka  Constitutiou : 
Defeated — Yeas,  11  ;  Nays,  atJ — as  follows: 

Yeas. — Messrs.  Bell  of  New-Hampshire,  Collamer 
Durkee,  Fessenden,  Foot,  Foster,  Hale,  Seward,  Trumbull, 
Wade,  and  Wilson  — 11. 

Nays. — Messrs.  Alien,  Bayard,  Belief  Tennessee,  Ben- 
jamin, Biggs,  Bigler,  Briglit,  Brodhead,  Brown,  Cass, 
Clay,  Clayton,  Crittenden,  Dodge,  Douglas,  Evans,  Fiia- 
l)atrick,  Geyer,  Hunter,  Iverson,  Johnson,  Jones  of  Iowa, 
Mallory,  Mason,  Pratt,  Pugh,  Reid,  Sebastian,  Sidell, 
Stuart,"Thompson  of  Kentucky,  Toombs,  Toucey,  Weller, 
\N  right,  and  Yulee — 36. 

The  bill  was  now  reported  as  amended,  and 
the  amendment  made  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole  concurred  in.  The  bill  was  then  (S  a. 
M.)  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  liiird 
time;  and,  on  the  question  of  its  final  passage, 
the  vote  stood — Yeas,  38  ;  Xays,  12 — as  follows : 

Ykas. — Messrs.  Allen,  Bayard,  Bell  of  Tennessee,  Ben- 
jamin, Biggs,  Bigler,  Bright,  Brodhead,  Brown,  C.iss, 
Clay,  Criiieniieii,  Douglas,  Evans,  Fitzpatrick,  Geyer, 
Hunter,  Iverson,  Johnson,  Jones  of  Iowa,  Mallory,  Pratt, 
Pugh,  Keid,  Sebastian,  Slidell,  Stuart,  Thompson  of  Ken- 
tucky, Toombs,  Toucey,  Weller,  Wright,  and  Yulee — 3!. 

Nays. — .Messrs.  Hell  of  New-Hampshire,  Collamer, 
Dodge,  Durkee,  Fessenden,  Foot,  Foster,  Hale,  Seward, 
Trumbull,  Wade,  and  Wilson — 12. 

The  bill  was  then  sent  to  the  House.  It  pro- 
vides that  five  competent  persons  appointed  by 
the  I'resident,  shall  take  a  census  of  the  legal 
voters  of  the  Territory  on  the  4th  of  July,  ls.?tt5, 
these  to  be  apportioned  into  52  districts,  for  the 
purpose  of  electing  delegates  to  form  a  State 
Constitution ;  it  imposes  penalties  for  using 
force  or  threats  to  influence  any  qualified  voter 
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in  giving  his  vote,  or  to  deter  him  from  going 
to  the  polls ;  the  delegates  elected  under  this 
act  to  assemble  in  Convention  on  the  1st  Mon- 
day of  December,  1856,  to  first  determine  by 
vote  whether  it  is  expedient  to  forr?.  a  State 
Constitution  and  Government,  and  if  it  is 
decided  to  be  expedient,  to  proceed  io  form  a 
Constitution  and  Government  for  the  State  of 
Xansas,  with  the  boundaries  defined  in  this  act. 
The  bill  was  never  acted  on  in  the  House,  but 
lay  on  the  Speaker's  table,  untouched,  when  the 
session  terminated  by  adjournment,  Monday, 
Aug.  18th. 

July  8th. — In  Senate,  Mr.  Douglas  reported 
back  from  the  Committee  on  Territories  the 
House  bill  to  admit  Kansas  as  a  State,  with  an 
amendment  striking  out  all  after  the  enacting 
clause,  and  inserting  instead  the  Senate  bill 
(Xo.  35G)  just  referred  to. 

Mr.  Hale,  of  N.  H.,  moved  to  amend  this 
substitute  by  providing  that  all  who  migrate  to 
the  Territory  prior  to  July  4th,  1857,  shall  be 
entitled  to  a  vote  in  determining  the  character 
of  the  institutions  of  Kansas.  Lost:  Yeas,  13  ; 
Navs,  3-2. 

ilr.  Trumbull,  of  111.,  moved  that  all  the  Terri- 
torial laws  of  Kansas  be  repealed  and  the  Terri- 
torial officers  dismissed.  Rejected  :  Yeas,  12  ; 
Kays,  32. 

Mr.  CoUaraer,  of  Vt.,  proposed  an  amendment, 
prohibiting  Slavery  in  all  that  portion  of  the 
Louisiana  purchase  north  of  36°  30'  not  in- 
chided  in  tlie  Territory  of  Kansas.  Rejected — 
Yeas.  12;  Nays,  30— as  follows: 

Yeas— Messrs.  Bell  of  N.  H.,  Collame:-,  Dodge,  Fes- 
senden,  Fish,  Foot,  Foster,  Hale,  Ilamlin,  Seward,  Trum- 
bun  and  Wade. 

>-AYs— Messrs.Adams,  Bayard,  Benjamin,  Biggs,  Bright, 
Brodhead,  Butler.  Cass,  Cla.v,  Crittenden,  Douglas,  Fitz- 
patrick,  Geyer,  Hunter,  Iverson,  Johnson,  Jones  of  Iowa, 
Jones  of  Tenn.,  Mallory.  Mason,  Pearce,  Pugh,  Keid,  Se- 
bastian, Slidell,  Stuart,  Thorapson  of  Ky.,  ToombsjAVeller, 
and  Vulee. 

The  substitute  reported  by  Mr.  Douglas  was 
then  agreed  to — Yeas,  32;' Nays,  13 — and  the 
hill  in  this  shape  passed. 

[This  amendment  was  not  concurred  in  nor 
ever  acted  on  by  the  House.] 

Juli/  2')ih. — Mr.  Dunn,  of  Ind.,  called  up  a  bill 
"  To  reorganize  the  Territory  of  Kansas  and  for 
other  purposes,"  which  he  had  originally  (July 
'Zth)  proposed  as  a  substitute  for  the  Senate  bill 
(No  0.56)  aforesaid.  Its  length,  and  the  substan- 
tial identity  of  many  of  its  provisions  with  these 
of  other  bills  organizing  Territories  contained 
in  this  volume,  dissuade  us  from  quoting  it 
entire.  It  provides  for  a  legislative  election  on 
the  first  Tuesday  in  November  next ;  and  sec- 
tion 15  proceeds : 

§  15.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  all  suits,  pro- 
cesses, and  proceedings,  civil  and  criminal,  at  law  and 
in  chancery,  and  all  indictments  and  informations  which 
shall  be  pending  and  undetermined  in  the  courts  of  the 
Territory  of  Kansiis  or  of  New-Mexico,  when  this  act 
shall  take  effect,  shall  remain  in  said  courts  where  pend- 
ing, to  be  heard,  tried,  prosecuted,  and  determined  in 
such  courts  as  though  this  act  had  not  been  passed  : 
Prodded,  nevertheless,  That  all  criminal  prosecutions 
now  pending  in  any  of  the  courts  of  the  Territory  of  Kan- 
sas imputing  to  any  person  or  persons  the  crime  of  trea- 
son against  the  United  States,  and  all  criminal  prosecu- 
tions, by  information  or  indictment,  against  any  person  or 
persons  for  any  alleged  violation  or  disregard  whatever  of 
what  are  usually  known  as  the  laws  of  the  Legislature  of 
Kansas,  shall  be  forthwith  dismissed  by  the  courts  where 
such  prosecutions  may  be  pending,  and  every   person 


who  may  be  restrained  of  his  liberty  by  reason  of  said 
prosecutions,  sliall  be  released  therefrom  without  delay. 
Nor  shall  there  hereafter  be  instituted  any  criminal 
prosecution,  in  any  of  the  courts  of  the  United  States,  o^ 
of  said  Tjrritory,  against  any  person  or  persons  for  any 
such  charge  of  treason  in  said  Territory  prior  to  the  pas- 
sage of  this  act,  or  any  violation  or  disregard  of  saiO 
Legislative  enactments  at  any  time. 

§  23  grants  to  every  actual  settler  a  right  of 
preemption  to  the  quarter-section  of  public 
land  improved  and  occupied  by  him  in  said 
Territory  of  Kansas,  prior  to  Jan.  1st,  1858. 

The  two  last  and  most  important  sections  of 
Mr.  Dunn's  bill  are  verbatim  as  follows  : 

§  24.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  so  much  of  the 
fourteenth  section,  and  also  so  much  of  the  thirty-second 
section,  of  the  act  passed  at  the  (irst  session  of  the  thirty- 
third  Congress, commonly  known  as  the  Kansas-Nebraska 
act,  as  reads  as  follows,  to  wic  :  "Except  the  eighth  sec- 
tion of  the  act  preparatory  to  the  admission  of  Missouri 
into  the  Union,  approved  March  6, 1S20,  which  being  in- 
consistent with  the  principle  of  non-intervention  by  Con- 
gress with  Slavery  in  the  States  and  Territories  as  recog- 
nized by  the  legislation  of  ISoO,  commonly  called   the 
Compromise  Measures,  is  hereby  declared  inoperative 
and  void;  it  being  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  this 
act  not  to  legislate  Slavery  into   any  Territory  or  State, 
nor  to  exclude  it  therefrom,  but  to  leave  the  people  there- 
of perfectly  free  to  form  and  regulate  their  domestic  in- 
stitutions in  their  own  way, subject  only  to  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  States  :     Provided,    That  nothing 
herein  contained  shall  be  construed  to  revive  or  put  in 
force  any  law  or  regulation   which  may  have   existed 
prior  to  the  act  of  Cth  March,  1820,  either  protecting,  es- 
tablishing, prohibiting  or  abolishing  slavery"— be  and  the 
same  is  hereby  repealed,  and  the  said  eighth  section  of 
said  act  of  the  6th  of  March,  1S2(),  is  hereby  revived  and 
declared  to  be  in  full  force  and  etfect  within  the   said 
Territories  of  Kansas  and  Nebraska  :  Provided,  how- 
ever. That  anv  person  lawfully  held  to  service  in  either 
of  said  Territories  shall   not  be  discharged  from  such 
service  by  reason  of  such  repeal  and  revival  of  said 
eighth  section,  if  such  person  shall  be  permanently  re- 
moved from  such  Territory  or  Territories  prior  to  the  1st 
day  of  January,  ISoS  :  and  any  child  or  children  born 
in  either  of  said  Territories,  of  any  female  lawfully  held 
to  service,  if  in  like  manner  removed  without  said  Ten-i- 
tories  before  the  expiration  of  that  date,  shall  not  be, 
by  reason  of  anything  in   this  act,  emancipated  from 
any  service  it  might  have  owed  had  this  act  never  been 
passed:  And  provided  further, Th2i\,  any  person  law- 
fully held  to  service  in  any  other  State  or  Territory  of  the 
United  States,  and  escaping  into  either  the  Territory  of 
Kansas  or  Nebraska,  may  be  reclaimed  and  removed  to 
the  person  or  place  where  such  service  is  due,  under  any 
law  of  the  United  States  which  shall  be  in  force  upon 
the  subject 

§  2o.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  all  other  parts  of 
the  aforesaid  Kansas-Nebraska  act  which  relate  to  the 
said  Territory  of  Kansas,  and  every  other  law  or  usage 
having,  or  which  is  pretended  to  have,  any  force  or  effect 
in  said  Territory  in  conflict  with  the  provisions  or  the 
spirit  of  this  act,  except  such  laws  of  Congress  and  treaty 
stipulations  as  relate  to  the  Indians,  are  hereby  repealed 
and  declared  void. 


Mr.  Dunn,  having  carried  a  reference  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  of  a  bill  introduced 
by  Mr.  Grow,  repealing  all  the  acts  of  the  al- 
leged Territorial  Legislature  of  Kansas,  now 
moved  and  carried  a  reconsideration  of  that 
vote,  and  proceeded  to  the  striking  out  of 
Mr.  Grow's  bill  and  the  insertion  of  his  own  as 
a  substitute.  The  motion  prevailed.  Where- 
upon Mr.  Dunn  moved  the  previous  question  on 
ordering  this  bill  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a 
third  time,  which  prevailed— Yeas,  92;  Nays,  86 
— and  then  the  bill  passed— Yeas,  88  ;  Nays,  74. 

This  bill  was  not  acted  oh  by  the  Senate. 

The  House,  in  the  course  of  its  action  on  the 
several  Annual  Appropriation  bills,  affixed  to 
several  of  them,  respectively,  provisos,  abol- 
ishing, repealing  or  suspending  the  various  ob- 
noxious acts  of  the  Territorial  Legislature  ;  but 
all  these  were  resisted  by  the  Senate  and  were 
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ultimately  given  up  by  th.  House,  save  one  I  udoptiou  of  the  Free-State  coastitutiou  as  afore- 
appropriathig  $-iO,(JOi)  for  the  pay  and  expense.-)  said,  had  been  previously  beaten,  after  pi'evail- 
of  the  next  Territorial  Legislature,  which  the  |  ing  in  the  House — tlie  Senate  striidng  them  out 
Senate  gave  up,  on  finding  itself  in  serious  dis-  |  and  the  House  (by  union  of  nearly  all  the  sup- 
agreement  with  the  House,  and  thus  secured  porters  of  Fillmore  with  nearly  or  quite  all 
tlie    passage    of   the    Civil    Appropriation   bill,    those  supporting  Buclianan)  finally  acquiescing 


Finally,  the  two  Houses  were  at  odds,  on  a  pro- 
viso forbidding  the  employment  of  the  Army  to 
enforce  the  acts  of  the  Shawnee  Mission  assem- 
blage, claiitiiug  to  be  a  Territorial  Legislature 
of  Kansas,  when  at  noon  on  the  18th  of  Au- 
gust tlie  speaker's  hammer  fell,  anouncing  the 
termination  of  the  session,  leaving  the  Army 
bill  unpassed.  But  President  Pierce  imme- 
diately issued  a  proclamation  convening  an  extra 
session  on  the  21st  (Thursday),  when  the  two 
Houses  reconvened  accordingly, and  a  full  quo- 
rum of  each  was  found  to  be  present.  The 
House  promptly  repassed  the  army  bill,  again 
alfixing  a  proviso  forbidiiig  the  use  of  the  army 
to  enforce  the  disputed  Territorial  laws,  which 
j)roviso  the  Senate  as  promptly  struck  out,  and 
the  House  as  promptly  reinserted.  The  Senate 
insisted  on  its  disagreement,  but  asked  no  con- 
ference, and  the  House  (Aug.  22d)  by  a  close 
vote  decided  to  adliere  to  its  proviso  :  Yeas,  97  ; 
Nays,  'j;J  ;  but  one  of  the  yeas  (Bocock  of  Va.) 
was  so  given  in  order  to  be  able  to  move  a  re- 
consideration ;  so  that  the  true  division  was 
ytj  to  94^,  which  was  the  actual  division  on  a 
motion  by  Mr.  Cobb  of  Ga.  that  the  House  re- 
cede from  its  position.  Finally,  a  motion  to 
reconsider  was  made  and  laid  on  the  table  ; 
Yeas,  97 ;  Nays,  96  ;  and  the  House  thereupon 
adjourned. 

Aug.  23d. — The  Senate  also  voted  to  ad- 
here :  Yeas,  35  ;  Nays,  9. 

Mr.  Clayton  proposed  a  committee  of  Confer- 
ence, to  which  Mr.  Seward  objected.  No  ac- 
tion. 

In  the  Hou.se,  Mr.  Campbell,  of  Ohio,  proposed 
a  sitniliar  Committee  of  Conference.  Objected 
to. 

Mr.  Cobb,  of  Ga.,  moved  that  the  House  re- 
cede from  its  Kansas  proviso.  Defeated  :  Yeas, 
97  ;  Nays,  100.     Adjourned. 

The  struggle  for  the  passage  of  the  bill  with 
or  witiiout  the  proviso  continued  until  Saturday, 
August  30th,  wiieii,  several  members,  hostile 
to  the  [)rovis(),  and  hitherto  absent,  unpaired, 
liaving  loturned,  tlie  House  again  passed  llie 
Army  bill  wiili  tiie  proviso  modified  as  loUows  : 

Proviih'J,  however,  that  no  part  of  the  military  force 
of  the  United  fc^tates,  for  tlie  supi)ort  of  which  appro- 
prialiuiLS  are  made  by  lliis  act,  shall  be  employed  in  aid 
of  the  enforcement  of  any  enactments  heretofore  made 
by  the  body  claiming  to  be  the  Territorial  Legislature 
of  Kansas. 

The  bill  passed  as  reported  (under  tlie  Pre- 
vious Question)  :  Yeas,  99  ;  Nay.s,  79  ;  and  was 
fiunt  to  the  Senate,  where  the  above  proviso 
was  stricken  out  :  Yeas.  26  ;  Nays,  7  ;  and  the 
bill  thus  returned  to  the  House,  when  the  Sen- 
ate's aniendi-.ient  was  concurred  in:  Yeas,  lul  ; 
Nays,  97. 

So  the  proviso  was  beaten  at  last,  and  the  bill 
passed,  with  no  restriction  on  tlie  President's 
oiseretion  in  the  use  of  the  Army  in  Kansas  ; 
just  as  all  attempts  of  the  House  to  direct 
.  the  President  to  have  a  nolle  prosequi  entered 
in  the  case  of  the  Free-State  prisoners  in  Kan- 
sas   charged    with    aiding    the    formation  and 


The  34th  Congress  reassembled  on  the  1st  of 
December.  Since  the  adjournment  from  the 
last  session  the  presidential  election  had  taken 
place,  resulting  in  the  election  of  James 
Buchanan  as  President.  The  popular  vote  gave 
neither  of  the  three  candidates  a  mnjority.  In 
the  Free  States  the  election  was  hotly  contested 
and  a  very  large  vote  polled.  In  the  Southern 
States  the  vote  was  small,  as  no  issue  was  pre- 
sented to  the  people,  it  being  claimed  by 
their  respective  partisans,  that  both  the  candi- 
dates (Buchanan  and  Fillmore)  voted  for  in 
that  section  were  equally  Pro-Slavery.  But  the 
pro-slavery  leaders  had  declared  in  favor  of 
Buchanan,  and  he  consequently  received  large 
majorities  in  nearly  every  Slave  State. 

On  the  first  day"of  the"  session,  Kansas  affairs 
came  up  in  the  House  on  an  objection  to  admit 
J.  W.  Wliitfield  to  a  seat  as  a  delegate,  the  ob- 
jection being  that  the  border  ruffian  laws  under 
which  he  had  been  elected  were  '•  null  and 
void." 

Mr.  Grow  spoke  against  admitting  Wliitfield, 
and  quoted  from  a  speech  of  Mr.  Clayton  (a 
short  time  before  his  decease)  in  the  Senate. 
Mr.  Clayton,  in  speaking  of  these  laws,  said: 

Now,  sir,  let  me  allude  to  that  subject  which  is  the 
great  cause  of  all  this  discord  between  the  two  Houses. 
The  uiijiint  iniquitous,  oppressive  and  infamous  laws 
enacted  by  the  Kansas  Legislature,  as  it  is  called,  ought 

to  be  repealed  before  we  adjourn." 

What  are  these  laws?  One  of  them  sends  a  man  to  hard 
labor  for  not  less  than  two  years  for  daring  to  discuss 
the  question  whether  Slavery  exists,  or  does  not  e.xist, 
in  Kansas  :  not  less  than  two  years— it  may  be  fifty  ;  and 
if  a  man  could  live  as  old  as  Methuselah,  it  might  be 
over  nine  hundred  years.  That  act  proliibits  all  freedom 
of  discussion  in  Kansas  on  the  great  subject  directly  re- 
ferred to  the  exclusive  decision  of  the  people  in  that 
Territory  ;  slrilies  down  the  liberty  of  the  press  too  ;  and 
is  an  act  egregiously  tyrannical  as  ever  was  attempted 
by  any  of  the  Stuarts,  Tudors  or  I'lantagenets  of  En- 
glan<l,  and  this  Senate  persists  in  declaring  that  we  are 
not  to  repeal  that  ! 

Sir,  let  us  tender  to  the  House  of  Representatives  the 
repeal  of  that  and  all  other  objectionable  and  infamous 
laws  that  were  passed  by  that  Legislature.  I  include  in 
this  denunciation,  without  any  hesitation,  those  acta 
which  i)rescribe  that  a  man  shall  not  even  practice  law 
in  the  Territory  unless  he  swears  to  support  the  Fugitive 
Slave  Law  ;  tliat  he  shall  not  vote  at  any  election,  or  be 
a  member  of  the  Legislature,  unless  he  sweais  to  sujjport 
the  Fugitive  Slave  Law  ;  that  he  shall  not  hold  any  office 
of  honor  or  trust  there,  unless  he  swears  to  support  the 
Fugitive  Slave  Law;  and  you  may  as  well  impose  jusfc 
such  a  test  oath  for  any  other  and  every  other  law.  .  . 
I  will  not  go  through  the  whole  catalogue  of  the  oppres- 
sive laws  of  this  Territory.  I  have  done  that  before  to- 
day.    There  are  olliers  as  bad  as  these  to  which  I  have 

now  referred I  will  not,  on  the  other  hand, 

ever  degrade  myself  liy  standing  for  an  instant  by  those 
abominable,  aiid  infamous  laws  which  I  den^^unced 
here  tliis  morning.  \Vriat  I  desire  now  is,  that  the  Senate 
of  the  United  Slates  shall  wash  its  hands  of  all  participa- 
tion in  these  iniquities  by  repealing  those  laws. 

On  Dec.  2ud,  President  Pierce  sent  his  annual 
message  to  the  two  Houses  of  Congress.  In  re- 
ferring to  the  late  election,  the  President  says  : 

It  is  impossible  to  misapprehend  the  great  principles 
which,  by  their  recent  political  action,  the  people  of  the 
United  States  have  sanctioned  and  announced. 

They  have  asserted  the  Constitutional  equality  of  each 
and  all  of  the  States  of  the  Union  as  States  ;  they  have 
allirmed  the  constitutional  equality  of  each  and  all  of 
the  citizens  of  the  United   States  as  citizens,  whatever 
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their  reliKioQ,  wherever  their  birth,  or  their  residence  ;  I  problems  of  social  liutiHilions  polliicul  i-coiiomy,   «nd 
they  l.uvi:  iiiaiiitiiiiie.l  the  inviolal.ililv  of  the  conslilu- 1  slatcsinan-iliip,   they   treat   with    unrcii-ii.nable    iiiieii.pe- 

"  -    ttmuglit    iiiitl    laiigUHKe.      Kxliemes    Ij.Kel    eX 


tiouiil  riKlits  of  tlie  dillereiit  sections  of  tlie  L'n'.oii  ;  and 
tliey  liave  pruclaiiiied  ilie.r  devoted  and  unalleralde  at- 
tachment to  tlie  Union  and  the  Coiislituiioii,  as  olijeeta 
of  interest  superior  to  all  sulijects  of  local  or  sectional 
controversy,  as  the  safeguard  of  the  iij;htsof  all  as  the 
spirit  and  true  essence  of  the  libeity,  peace,  aud  great- 
uess  of  the  Kepublic. 

In  doing  this,  they  have,  at  the  same  time,  emphati- 
cally coiideiuned  the  idea  of  orgaii'.iing  in  these  I'uited 
States  mere  geographical  parties  ;  of  marshalling  in  hos 
tile  array 
country,  Noith  or  t>outh,  Kast  or  West. 

Schemes  of  this  nature,  fraught  wilh  incalculable  mis- 
ch'.ef,  and  which  the  considerate  sense  of  the  people  has 
itjected,  could  have  had  countenance  in  no  part  of  the 
count  y,  had  they  not  been  disguised  by  suggestions 
plausible  in  appearance,  acting  upon  an  excited  slate  of 
the  public  mind,  induced  by  causes  temporary  in  their 
cliaiacier,  aud  it  is  to  be  hoped  transient  iu  tlieir  iuQu- 
euce. 

Perfect  liberty  of  association  for  political  objects  and 
the  widest  scope  of  discussion  are  the  receive<l  and  ordi- 
nary conditions  of  government  iu  our  country.     Our  in- 
blitutions,  framed  in  the  spirit  of  confidence  in  the  intel- 
ligence and  integrity  of  the  people,  do  not  forbid  citizens, 
either  individually  or  associated   together,  to  attack  by 
wiit.i:g,  speech,  or  any  other  methods  short  of  physical 
force,  the  t'onstitution   and  the  very   existence   of  the 
Cnion.     Inder  the  shelter  of  this  great  liberty,  and  pro- 
tected by  the  laws  and  usa^jos  of  ihe  government  they 
assail,   associations   have   been    formed   in  some  of  the 
btaies,  of  individuals  who,  pretending  to  seek  only  to 
prevent  the  spread  of  the  institution  of  Slavery  into  the 
present  or  future  inchoate  States  of  the  Union,  are  really 
intlumed  with  desire  to  change  the  domestic  institutions 
of  exist  ng   States.     To   accomplish  their   olijects,  they 
dedicate  IhemselTes  to  the  odious  task  of  depreciating 
the  (jovernm<'nl  organization  which  stands  in  their  way, 
aud  of  calumniating,  wilh  indiscriminaling  invective,  not 
oidy  the  citizens  of  particular  States,  with   whose  laws 
they   find   fault,    but  all  others  of  their   feilow-citirens 
throughout   the   country,  who  do  not   participate   with 
U>em  in  their  assaults  upon  the  Constiluiion,  framed  and 
adopted  by  our  fathers,  and  claiming  for  the  privileges 
it   lias  secured,  and  the  blessings  it  has  conferred,  the 
steady  support  and  grateful  reverence  of  their  children. 
They  seek  an  object  which  they  well  know  to  be  a  revo- 
lutionary one.    They  are  perfectly  aware  that  the  change 
in  the  relative  condition  of  the  white  and  black  races  in 
the  slaveholding  States,    which  they  would  promote,  is 
beyond  their  lawful  authority  ;  that  to  them  it  is  a  for- 
eign object;  that  it  cannot  be  effected  by  any  peaceful 
iusirumentality  of  theirs;  that  for  them,  and  the  States 
of  which   they  are  citizens,  the  only  path  to  its  accom- 
plishment is  through  burning  cities,  and   ravaged  fields, 
and  slaughtered  populations,  and  all  there  is  most  terri- 
ble in    foreign,  complicated  with  civil  and  servile  war; 
and  that  the  5rst  step  in  the  attempt  is  the  forcible  dis- 
ruption of  a  country  embracing  in   ?ts  broad  bosom  a 
degree  of  liberty,  and  an  amount  of  individual  and  pub- 
lic prosperity  to  which   there    is   no   parallel  in  history, 
and  substituting  in  its  place  hostile  governments,  driven 
at  once    and   inevitably    into   mutual    devust.ition   and 
fratricidal  carnage,  transforming  the  now  peaceful  and 
felicitous  brolhe.hood  into  a  vast  permanent  camp   of 
armed   men,  Uke  the   rival  monarchies  of   Europe   and 
Aaia.    Well  knowing  that  such,  and  such  only,  are  the 
means  and  the  consequences  of  their  plans  and  purposes, 
they    endeavor   to   prepare   the   people   of    the    United 
States  for  civil  war  by  doing  everything  in  their  power 
to    deprive   the    Constitution   and    the   laws    of    moral 
authority,  and  to  undermine  the  fabric  of  the  Union  by 
appeals  to  passion  and  sectional  prejudice,  by  indoctrin- 
ating  its  people  with  reciprocal   hatred,  and  by  eilucat- 
ing  them  lo  stand  face  to  face  as  enemies,  rather  tliaa 
shoulder  to  shoulder  as  friends. 

It  is  by  the  agency  of  such  unwarrantable  interference, 
foreign  and  domestic,  that  the  mimls  of  many,  otherwise 
good  citizens,  have  been  so  inflamed  into  the  passionate 
jondeuination  of  the  domestic  institutions  of  the  Southern 
Slates,  as  at  length  to  pass  insensibly  to  almost  tqually 
passionate  hostility  toward  their  fellow-ciliaens  of  those 
Hiates,  and  thus,  finally,  to  fall  into  the  temporary  fel- 
lowship wilh  the  avowed  and  active  enemies  of  the  Con- 
stitution. Ardently  attached  lo  liberty  in  the  abstract, 
they  do  not  stop  to  consider  pra'-ticaliy  how  the  objects 
they  would  attain  can  be  accomplished,  nor  to  reflect 
that,  even  if  the  evil  were  as  great  as  ihey  deem  it,  they 
have  no  remedy  to  apply,  and  that  ii  can  be  only  aggra- 
vated by  their  violence  and  uncon5titt-|ional  aciiou.  A 
question  which   is   one   of  the  most  u^cult  of  all  the 


ranee  of  thought  and  laiiguiige.  hxireiiies  Ij.ge 
tremes.  Violent  Rtlack  from  the  .North  finds  its  iiievitablo 
cons,  quence  in  the  growth  of  a  spirit  of  angry  dcfiimce  at 
the  South.  Thus,  in  the  prtigress  of  events,  we  had 
reachol  the  consummation  which  the  voice  of  the  people 
has  now  Ko  pointedly  rebuked,  of  the  attempt  of  a  portion 
of  the  Stales,  by  a  sectional  organization  and  movement, 
to  usurp  the  control  of  the  Uoverument  of  the  United 
Slates. 

.,.s.„s.»r".— .■—■".- •— r, 1  confidenily  believe  that  the  great  body  of  those  who 

,■  tow. lids  each  olher  the  different  parts  of  the    inconsiderately  took  this  fatal  step  are  sincerely  attached 

to  the  Consiiliition  and  the  Union.  Ihey  would,  upon 
deliberalion,  shrink  with  unaffected  horror  from  any  con- 
scious act  of  disunion  or  civil  war.  Hut  lliey  have 
entered  into  a  path  which  leads  nowhere,  unless  it  be  to 
civd  war  and  disunion,  and  which  has  no  other  possible 
outlet.  Tiiey  have  proceeded  thus  far  In  that  direction 
in  consequence  of  the  successive  stages  of  their  progress 
having  consisted  of  a  series  of  secondary  issues,  each  of 
which  professed  to  be  confined  within  conslitulional  and 
peaceful  limits,  but  which  attempted  indirectly  what  few 
men  were  willing  to  do  directly  ;  that  is,  to  act  aggressively 
against  the  constitutional  rights  of  nearly  one-half  of  the 
Uiiriy-one  Stales. 

In  the  long  series  of  acts  of  indirect  aggression,  the 
first  was  the  strenuous  agitation,  by  citizens  of  the 
Northern  States,  in  Congress  and  oul  of  it,  of  the  question 
of  negro  emancipation  in  the  Soulliern  Slates. 

Ill  reference  to  the  repeal  of  the  Mis.souri 
Gomproinise,  and  the  legislative  power  of  Con- 
gress over  the  Territories  the  President  says  : 

Tiie  enactment  which  established  the  restrictive  geo- 
graphical line,  was  acquiesced  in,  raiher  than  approved, 
by  the  Stales  of  the  Union.  It  stood  on  the  statute-book, 
howev»-r,  for  a  number  of  years  ;  and  the  people  of  the 
respective  Stales  acquiesced  in  the  reenactment  of  the 
principle  as  applied  to  the  State  of  Texas;  and  it  was 
proposed  lo  acquiesce  in  ils  further  application  to  the 
lerritory  acquired  by  the  United  Stales  from  Mexico, 
but  tins  proposition  was  successfully  resisted  by  the  re- 
presentatives from  the  Norlhern  Slates,  who,  regardless 
of  the  statute  line,  in.-isied  upon  applying  restriction  to  the 
new  territory  generally,  whether  lying  north  or  south  of 
il,  thereby  repealing  it  as  a  legislative  compromise,  and, 
on  the  ijart  of  the  Norlli,  persistently  violating  the  com- 
pact, if  compact  ihere  was. 

Tiiereupon,  this  enactment  ceased  to  have  binding  virtue 
in  any  sense,  whether  as  respects  the  North  or  the  South; 
and  so  in  effect  it  was  treated  on  the  occasion  of  the  ad- 
iiiisiion  of  the  Slate  of  California,  and  the  organiratioa 
of  the  Territories  of  New  Mexico,  Utah  and  Wasliington. 

Such  was  the  state  of  this  question  when  the  time 
arrived  for  the  organization  of  the  Territories  of  Kansas 
and  Nebraska.  In  the  progress  of  constilutioiiai  inquiry 
and  relleclion,  il  had  now  at  lengtii  come  to  be  seen 
Clearly  that  Congress  does  not  possess  constitutional 
power  to  impose  restrictions  of  tins  character  upon  any 
present  or  future  Siate  of  the  Union.  In  a  long  series  of 
decisions,  on  the  fullest  argument,  and  after  the  most 
deliberate  consideration,  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
Stales  had  finally  determined  this  point  in  every  form 
under  which  the  question  could  arise,  whether  as  affecting 
public  or  private  right*— in  questions  of  the  public  do- 
main, of  religion,  of  navigation,  and  of  servitude. 

The  severiil  Slates  of  ihe  Union  are,  by  force  of  the 
Constitution,  coequal  in  domestic  legislative  power.  Con- 
gress cannoi  change  a  law  of  domestic  relation  in  the 
Slate  of  .Maine :  no  more  can  it  in  the  Slate  of  Missouri. 
.\ny  statute  which  proposes  10  do  this  is  a  mere  nullity  ; 
it  takes  away  no  right,  It  confers  none.  If  it  remains  on 
the  statute-book  unrepealed,  It  remains  there  only  as  a 
monument  of  error,  and  a  beacon  of  warning  to  the 
legislator  and  the  slalesman.  To  repeal  it  will  be  only  to 
remove  imperf«clion  from  the  statutes,  without  affecting, 
either  in  the  sense  of  permission  or  of  prohibition,  the 
action  of  the  States,  or  of  their  ciliiens. 

Still,  when  tlie  nominal  restriction  of  this  nature, 
already  a  dead  letter  in  law,  was  In  terms  rep.?aled  by 
the  last  Congress,  in  a  clau.-e  of  the  act  organizing  the 
Territories  <il  Kansas  and  .Nebraska,  that  repeal  was  made 
the  occasion  of  a  wide  spread  and  dangerous  agitation. 

It  was  alleged  that  the  original  enaclineni  being  a 
compact  of  perpetual  moral  obligation,  its  repeal  con- 
stituted an  odious  breach  of  faith. 

On  the  motion  to  print  the  Message  and  ac- 
companying dociiineuts,  Mr.  llale,  of  N.  U., 
said  : 

I  look  on  the  message  of  the  Presidgnt  as  a  most  un- 
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fortunate  one.  I  have  no  desire  to  say  anything  wliich 
shall  be  construed  into  a  want  of  courtesy,  kindness,  or 
respect  for  him.  I  mean  all  due  courtesy,  kindness  and 
respect.  Ills  situation  is  certainly  such  as  to  appeal  to 
the  magnanimity  rattier  than  provoke  tlie  hosliUty  of 
his  opponents.  If  he  had  been  content  to  submit  to  it, 
and  go  out,  as  it  seemed  to  be  the  wish  of  his  friends  and 
foes  tliat  he  should,  without  attempting  to  make  such 
a  charge  as  this  against  his  political  opponents,  I  sliould 
certainly  have  been  content. 

But,  sir,  this  messnge  of  the  President  is  an  arraign- 
ment of  a  vast  majority  of  the  people  of  eleven  States  of 
this  Union  of  want  of  fidelity  to  their  constitutional 
obligations,  and  of  hostility  to  the  Union  and  Constitution 
of  these  States.  I  deny  it  totally.  More  than  that  ;  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  by  virtue  of  the  privileges 
conferred  on  him  by  the  Constitution,  charges  upon  tlie 
majority  of  the  people  of  these  States,  in  the  exercise  of 
their  constitutional  prerogative  of  voting  for  whom  they 
please,  the  high  offense  of  endeavoring  to  "  usurp  " — this 
is  his  very  language — "  the  control  of  the  Governmeniof 
the  United  States."  "Usurp,"  if  lexicographers  under- 
stand tlie  meaning  of  the  word,  is  "  to  seize  by  force 
without  right."  1  have  observed  in  the  history  of  the 
past  few  months  no  attempt  in  any  section  of  the  country, 
last  and  least  in  that  section  which  the  President  arraigns, 
to  seize  upon  power  in  this  Government  except  by  tlie 
regular  constitutional  discharge  of  the  people's  obliga- 
tions and  dutitts  as  citizens  going  to  the  polls  in  the 
exercise  of  their  elective  franchise.  Again,  sir,  I  have 
not  heard  from  a  single  citizen  of  those  States  an  intima- 
tion, that  if  they  should  fail  in  the  canvass  upon  which 
they  had  entered  and  in  which  tliey  were  striving  to 
secure  a  majority  in  the  councils  of  this  Government, 
they  were  to  do  anything  else  but  submit  quietly  and 
peaceably  to  the  constitutionally  expressed  will  of  a 
majority. 

Mr.  Seward,  of  N.  Y.,  said : 

The  President,  I  think,  has  departed  from  a  customary 
course  which  was  well  estabhshed  by  his  predecessors ; 
that  was  to  confine  the  annual  message  of  the  Executive 
to  legitimate  matters  of  legislation  which  must  neces- 
sarily occupy  the  attention  of  Congress,  and  leave 
partisan  disputes,  occurring  among  the  people,  to  the 
consideration  and  reflection  of  the  people  themselves. 
This  President  of  the  United  States  was  the  first  one,  I 
think,  to  depart  from  that  course  in  his  Inaugural  Ad- 
dress ;  and,  if  I  remember  aright,  he  contiaued  this 
departure  in  his  first  message  and  second  message.  He 
has  been  uncorrected,  or  rather  unreforraed  in  his  erro- 
neous course;  he  goes  through  to  the  end  in  the  same 
course.  I  am  willing,  for  my  own  part,  that  he,  like  all 
the  rest  of  us,  shall  have  hie  speech — shall  assign  his 
reasons  and  his  vindication  for  his  policy.  I  do  not 
question  his  right ;  I  do  not  dispute  it.  Whatever  I 
have  thought  necessary  to  submit  to  any  portion  of  ray 
countrymen  in  regard  to  the  canvass  which  is  jiast,  has 
been  submitted  in  the  right  time,  in  the  right  place,  and 
I  trust,  in  the  right  spirit.  I  am  willing  to  allow  the 
President  of  the  United  States  the  same  opportunity 
which  you  and  I  and  all  others  have  enjoyed. 

Mr.  Mason,  of  Va.,  said  : 

Mr.  President;  the  constant  and  obstinate  agitation  of 
qitestions  connected  with  the  institution  of  Slavery,  has 
brought,  I  am  satisfied,  the  public  mind  in  those  States 
where  the  institution  prevails,  to  the  conviction  that  the 
preservation  of  that  institution  rests  with  themselves  and 
with  themselves  only.  Therefore,  at  this  day,  when  it  is 
the  pleasure  of  Senators  again  to  bring  that  institution 
under  review  upon  this  floor,  in  any  connection  what- 
ever, as  oneof  the  Representatives  of  the  South,  I  take 
no  further  interest  in  the  discussion,  or  in  the  opinion 
which  is  entertained  at  the  North  in  relation  to  it,  than 
as  it  may  confirm  the  hope  that  there  is  a  public  senti- 
ment at  the  North  yet  remaining,  which  unites  with  the 
South  in  the  desire  to  perpetuate  the  Union,  and  that,  by 
the  aid  of  that  public  sentiment  at  the  North,  the  Union 
will  be  preserved.  But  further  than  that,  as  a  statesman, 
and  as  one  representing  a  Southern  State,  where  that 
Institution  prevails  m<  re  largely  than  in  any  other,  the 
public  sentiment  of  the  North  is  a  matter  indifferent  to 
me,  because  I  say  again,  we  have  attained  the  convic- 
tion that  the  safety  of  that  institution  will  rest,  must 
rest,  and  should  rest,  with  the  people  of  the  States  only 
where  it  prevails. 

Mr.  Wilson,  of  Mass.,  said  : 

The  party  to  which  reference  has  been  made  in  this 
message— for  I  take  it  this  assault  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States  is  upon  the  Republican  party,  and  the 
people  who    supported    that    organization  in   the  la^t 


election — stands  before  the  country  with  its  ojiinions 
clearly  expressed  and  openly  avowed.  It  has  a  right  to 
cl.iim  from  the  President  of  the  United  States — it  has  a 
right  to  claim  from  honorable  Senators  here — it  has  a 
right  to  claim  before  the  country  that  it  shall  stand  upon 
its  broad  and  open  declarations  of  principle.  How  does 
it  stand  ?  It  accepts  the  Declaration  of  Independence 
and  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  as  its  funda- 
mental creei  of  doctrine.  It  claims  that  Congress  has  a 
right  to  legislate  fur  the  Territories  of  the  United  States, 
and  to  exclude  Slavery  from  them.  It  avows  its  deter- 
mination to  exercise  that  power.  It  has  a  right  to  ask 
of  the  President,  and  the  country,  that  it  shall  be  judged 
by  its  open  and  avowed  declarations,  and  shall  not  be 
misrepresented,  as  it  has  been  misrepresented  in  this 
document  by  the  President  of  the  United  States.  The 
declaration  is  broadly  made  here,  not  only  that  these 
men  are  sectionalists — not  only  that  they  have  gotten 
up  a  sectional  warfare,  but  that  they  are  maintaining 
doctrines  hostile  to  the  perpetuity  of  the  Union.  Now, 
sir,  let  me  say  here  to-day,  that  1  do  not  know  a  man  in 
the  Free  States  who  supported  John  C.  Fremont  in  tJie 
last  presidential  election,  not  one  •f  the  one  million 
three  hundred  thousand  intelligent  freemen  who  sui>- 
ported  that  nomination,  that  ever  avowed  his  intention 
to  go  for  a  dissolution  of  this  Union ;  but  at  all  times,  on 
all  occasions,  in  public  and  in  private,  they  have  avowed 
their  devotion  to  the  Union,  and  their  intention  to  main- 
tain and  defend  it. 

Let  me  say  further,  that  the  men  in  this  country,  who 
avow  themselves  to  be  disunionists,  that  squad,  which, 
during  the  last  thirty  years,  on  all  fit  and  unfit  occasions, 
in  moments  of  excitement  and  moments  of  calm,  have 
avowed  themselves  disunionists,  have,  as  a  body,  en 
masse,  supported  the  Democratic  party.  The  whole 
southern  heavens  have  been  darkened  during  the  last 
four  months  by  the  black  banners  of  disunion  that  have 
floated  in  the  breeze. 

Mr.  Piigli,  of  Ohio,  defended  the  President 
against  the  construction  put  on  certain  parts  of 
the  message  by  other  Senators.     He  said  : 

My  colleague  (Mr.  Wade)  asserts  that  the  President 
has  employed  libellous  terms  in  speaking  of  a  large 
number  of  our  common  constituents,  who  voted  for  Col. 
Fremont  at  the  last  election.  If  the  charges  were  true 
in  any  sense,  I  should  unite  with  m.v  colleague  in  the 
condemnation  which  he  has  pronounced  ;  for  although  1 
would  have  deplored  the  election  of  Col.  Fremont  as  the 
greatest  calamity  that  could  befall  the  Amer.can  jjcople, 
I  feel  bound  to  render  my  tiibute  of  respect  to  those 
honest,  patriotic,  but  as  I  think,  misguided,  citizens  of 
Ohio,  who  voted  for  him.  The  paragraph  upon  which 
my  colleague  based  this  accusation,  is  the  one  which  I 
now  send  to  the  secretary's  desk.  iHere  the  secretary 
read  the  part  of  the  message  quoted  above,  beginning, 
"Our  institutions  framed"  and  down  to  "rather  ihan 
shoulder  to  shoulder  iis  friends.")  It  is  (continued  .Mr. 
Pugh)  impossible  that  this  paragraph  should  apply  to 
the  members  of  the  llepublican  party,  if,  as  now  asserted, 
they  do  not  aim  at  the  abolition  by  Congress  of  Slavery 
williin  the  States.  It  is  directed  against  those  who  hold 
that  doctrine.  It  refers  to  the  men  whom  the  Senator 
from  Miiss.  (Mr.  Wilson)  and  the  Senator  from  Maine 
(Mr.  Fessenden)  themselves  have  denounced  on  the  floor. 

THK    LKCOMPTOX    CONSTITUTION. 

On  tlie  8th  December,  1857,  President  Bu- 
chanan transmitted  to  Congress  his  first  annual 
message.  He  devotes  considerable  space  to  the 
subject  of  Slavery,  giving  a  history  ot  the  forma- 
tion of  the  Lecompton  Constitution  for  Kansas, 
and  announcing  the  doctrine  that  the  Constitu- 
tion of  its  own  force  carries  Slavery  into  all  the 
Territories.  Speaking  of  this  subject,  he  says  : 
"  In  emerging  from  the  condition  of  Territorial 
dependence  into  that  of  a  sovereign  State,  it 
was  their  duty,  in  my  opinion,  to  make  known 
their  will  by  the  votes  of  the  majority,  on  the 
direct  question,  whether  this  important  domestic 
institution  should  or  should  not  continue  to 
exist ;"  and  that  the  slaves  now  in  Kansas  "  wpre 
brought  into  the  Territory  under  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States." 

The  following  is  the  part  of  the  messa-'^e 
referring  to  Kansas  affairs  : 
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It  is  untietessary  to  state  in  detail  the  alarming  con- 1 
dition  of  the  Territory  of  Kansas  at  the  time  of  my  in-  I 
auguration.     The  opposing  parties  then  stood  in  hostile 
array  against  eacli  other,  and  any  accident  might  have 
relighted  the  flames  of  civil  war.     Besides,  at  this  critical  ' 
T!\oment,  Kansas  was  left  without  a  governor  by  the 
resignation  of  Governor  Geary. 

On  the  lyth  of  February  previous,  the  Territorial  legis- 
I  (ture  had  passed  a  law  providing  for  the  election  of  de- 
legates on  the  third  Monday  of  June,  to  a  convention 
lo  meet  on  the  first  Slonday  in  September,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  framing  a  constitution  preparatory  to  admission 
into  the  Union.  This  law  was  in  the  main  fair  and  just ; 
and  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  all  the  qualitied  electors 
had  not  registered  themselves  and  voted  under  its  pro- 
visions. 

At  the  time  of  the  election  for  delegates,  an  extensive 
organization  existed  in  the  Territory,  whose  avowed  ob- 
ject it  was,  if  need  be,  to  put  down  the  lawful  govern- 
ment by  force,  and  to  establish  a  government  of  their 
own  under  the  so-called  Topeka  Constitution.  The  per- 
sons attached  to  this  revolutionary  organization  ab- 
stained from  taliing  any  part  in  the  election. 

The  act  of  the  Territorial  legislature  had  omitted  to 
provide  for  submitting  to  the  people  the  constitution 
which  might  be  framed  by  the  Convention  ;  and  in  the 
excited  state  of  public  feeling  throughout  Kansas,  an 
apprehension  extensively  prevailed  that  a  design  ex- 
isted to  force  upon  them  a  constitution,  in  relation  to 
Slavery,  against  their  will.  In  this  emergency  it  became 
my  duty,  as  it  was  my  unquestionable  right,  having  in 
view  the  union  of  all  good  citizens  in  support  of  the  Ter- 
ritorial laws,  to  express  an  opinion  on  the  true  constiuc- 
tion  of  the  provisions  concerning  Slavery  contained  in 
the  organic  act  of  Congress  of  tlie  30th  May,  1S54.  Con- 
gress declared  it  to  be  "the  true  Intent  and  meaning  of 
this  act  not  to  legislate  Slavery  into  acj-  Territory  or 
State,  nor  to  exclude  it  therefrom,  but  to  leave  the  peo- 
ple thereof  perfectly  free  to  form  and  regulate  their 
domestic  institutions  in  their  own  way."  Under  it 
Kansas,  "  when  admited  as  a  State,"  was  to  "  be  re- 
ceived into  the  Union  with  or  without  Slavery  as  iheir 
constitution  may  prescribe  at  the  time  of  their  admis- 
sion." 

Did  Congress  mean  by  this  language  that  the  delegates 
elected  to  frame  a  constitution,  should  have  authority 
finally  to  decide  the  question  of  Slavery,  or  did  they  in- 
tend, by  leaving  it  to  the  people,  that  the  people  of  Kan- 
sas themselves  should  decide  this  question  by  a  direct 
vote?  On  this  subject  I  confess  I  had  never  entertained 
a  serious  doubt,  and,  therefore,  in  my  instructions  to 
Governor  Walker  of  the  2Sth  March  last,  I  merely  said 
that  when  "  a  constitution  shall  be  submitted  to  the  peo- 
ple of  the  Territory,  they  must  be  protected  in  the  exer- 
cise of  their  right  of  voting  for  or  against  that  instru- 
ment, and  the  fair  expression  of  the  popular  will  must 
not  be  interrupted  by  fraud  or  violence." 

In  expressing  this  opinion  it  was  far  from  my  inten- 
tion to  interfere  with  the  decision  of  the  people  of  Kan- 
sas, either  for  or  against  Slavery.  From  this  I  have 
always  carefully  abstained.  Intruste  I  with  the  dut.v 
of  ■' taking  care  that  the  laws  be  faithfully  executed," 
my  only  desire  was  that  the  people  of  Kansas  should 
furnish  to  Congress  the  evidence  required  by  the  organic 
act,  whether  for  or  against  Slavery  ;  and  in  this  man- 
ner smooth  their  passage  into  the  Union.  In  emerging 
from  the  condition  of  Territorial  dependence  into  that  of 
a  sovereign  State,  it  was  their  duty,  in  my  opinion,  to 
make  known  their  will  b.v  the  votes  of  the  majoritj-,  on 
the  direct  question,  whether  this  important  domestic  in- 
stitution should  or  tshould  not  continue  to  exUt.  In- 
deed this  was  the  only  possible  mode  in  which  their  will 
could  be  authentically  ascertained. 

The  election  of  delegates  to  a  convention  must  neces- 
sarily take  place  in  separate  districts.  From  this  cause 
it  may  readily  happen,  as  has  often  been  the  case,  that 
a  majority  of  the  i)eople  of  a  State  or  Territory  are  on 
one  side  of  a  question,  whilst  a  majority  of  the  represen- 
tatives from  the  several  districts  into  which  it  is  divided 
may  be  upon  the  other  side.  This  arises  from  the  fact 
that  in  some  districts  delegates  may  be  elected  by  small 
majorities,  whilst  in  others  those  of  different  sentiments 
may  receive  majorities  sufficiently  great  not  only  to 
overcome  the  votes  given  for  the  former,  but  to  leave 
a  large  majority  of  the  whole  people  in  direct  oppo- 
sition to  a  majority  of  the  delegates.  Besides,  our  his- 
tory proves  that  influences  may  be  brought  to  bear  on 
the  representative  sufliciently  powerful  to  induce  him  to 
disregard  the  will  of  his  constituents.  The  truth  is,  that 
no  other  authentic  and  satisfactory  mode  exists  of 
ascertaining  the  will  of  a  majority  of  the  people  of  any 
State  or  Territory  on  an  important  and  exciting  ques- 
tion like  that  of  Slavery  in  Kansas,  except  by  leaving  it 
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to  a  direct  vote.  How  wise,  then,  was  it  for  Congress  to 
pass  over  all  subordinate  and  intermediate  agencies, 
and  proceed  directly  to  the  source  of  all  legitimate 
power  under  our  institutions  ! 

How  vain  would  any  other  principle  prove  in  prac- 
tice !  This  may  be  illustrated  by  the  case  of  Kansas. 
Should  she  be  admitted  into  the  Union  with  a  constitu- 
tion either  maintaining  or  abolishing  Slavery,  against  the 
sentiment  of  the  people,  this  could  have  no  other  effect 
than  to  continue  and  to  exasperate  the  existing  agita- 
tion during  the  brief  period  required  to  make  the  con- 
stitution conform  to  the  irresistible  will  of  ihf  majority. 

The  friends  and  supporters  of  the  Nebraska  and  Kan- 
sas act,  when  struggling  on  a  recent  occasion  to  sustain 
its  wise  provisions  before  the  great  tribunal  of  the  Ame- 
rican people,  never  difigred  about  its  true  meaning  on 
this  suliject.  Everywhere  throughout  the  Union  they 
publicly  pledged  their  faith  and  their  honor  that  they 
would  cheerfully  submit  the  question  of  Slavery  to  the 
decision  of  the  h<mafide  peojde  of  Kansas,  without  any 
restriction  or  qualification  whatever.  All  were  cordially 
united  upon  the  great  doctrine  of  popular  sovereignty, 
which  is  the  vital  principle  of  our  free  inst  tut  ions.  Had  it, 
then,  been  insinuated  from  any  quarter  that  it  would  be 
a  suflBcient  compliance  with  the  requisitions  of  the  or- 
ganic law  for  the  members  of  a  convention,  Ihereafier  to 
be  elected,  to  withhold  the  question  of  i-lavery  ffom  the 
people,  and  to  substitute  their  own  will  foi-  that  of  a 
legally-ascertained  majority  of  all  their  consiituents,  this 
would  have  been  instantly  rejected.  Everywhere  the.v 
remained  true  to  the  resolution  adopted  on  a  celebrated 
occasion  recognizing  "  the  right  of  the  people  of  all  the 
Teriilories — including  Kansas  and  Nebraska,  acting 
through  the  legally  and  fairly  expressed  will  of  a  major- 
ity of  actual  residents,  and  whenever  the  number  of 
their  inhabitants  justified  it— to  form  a  constitution  with 
or  without  Slavery,  and  be  admitted  into  the  Union 
upon  terms  of  perfect  equality  with  the  other  States." 

The  Convention  to  frame  a  constitution  for  Kansas 
met  on  the  first  Monda.v  of  September  last.  They  were 
called  together  by  virtue  of  an  act  of  the  Territorial 
legislatui  e,  whose  lawful  existence  had  been  recognized 
by  Congress  in  different  forms  and  b.v  different  enact- 
ments. A  large  proportion  of  the  citizens  of  Kansas  did 
not  think  proper  to  reg'ster  their  names  and  to  vote  at 
the  election  for  delegates  ;  but  an  opportunity  to  do  this 
having  been  fairly  afforded,  their  refusal  to  avr.il  them- 
selves of  their  right  could  in  no  manner  affect  the  legal- 
ity of  the  cqpvention. 

This  Convention  proceeded  io  frame  a  constitution  for 
Kansas,  and  finally  adjourned  on  the  7th  day  of  No- 
vember. But  little  diflicuUy  occurred  in  the  Convention, 
except  on  the  subject  of  Slavery.  The  truth  is.  that  the 
general  provisions  of  our  recent  State  constitutions  are 
so  similar,  and,  I  may  add,  so  excellent,  that  the  differ- 
ence between  them  is  not  essential.  Under  the  earlier 
practice  of  the  Government  no  constitution  framed  by 
the  convention  of  a  Territory  preparatory  to  its  admis- 
sion into  the  Union  as  a  State  had  been  submitted  to  the 
people  I  trust,  however,  the  example  set  by  the  last 
Congress,  requiring  that  the  constitution  of  Minnesota 
'■  sliould  be  subject  to  the  approval  and  ratification  of 
the  people  of  the  proposed  State,"  may  be  followed  on 
future  occasions.  I  took  it  for  granted  that  the  Conven- 
tion of  Kansas  would  act  in  accordance  with  this  exam- 
ple, founded  as  it  is,  on  correct  princii>les  ;  and  hence 
my  instructions  to  Governor  Walker,  in  favor  of  sub- 
mitting the  constitution  to  the  people,  were  expressed  in 
general  and  unqualified  terms. 

In  the  Kansas-Nebraska  act,  however,  this  require- 
ment, as  applicable  to  the  whole  constitution,  had  not 
been  inserted,  and  the  Convention  were  not  bound  by 
its  terms  to  submit  any  other  portion  of  the  instrument 
to  an  electioiT,  except  that  which  relates  to  the  "  domes- 
tic institution"  of  Slavery.  This  will  be  rendered  clear 
by  a  simple  reference  to  its  language.  It  was  "  not  to 
legislate  Slavery  into  any  Territory  or  State,  nor  to 
exclude  it  therefrom,  but  to  leave  the  people  thereof  per- 
fectly free  to  form  and  regulate  their  domestic  institu- 
tions in  their  own  way."  According  to  the  plain  con- 
struction of  the  sentence,  the  words  ''  domestic  institu- 
tions "  have  a  direct  as  they  have  an  appropriate  refer- 
ence to  Slavery.  "  Domestic  institutions  "  are  limited  to 
the  family.  The  relation  between  master  and  slave  and 
a  few  others  are  "  domestic  institutions,"  and  are  en- 
tirely distinct  from  institutions  of  a  political  character. 
Besides,  there  was  no  question  then  before  Congress,  nor 
indeed  has  there  since  been  any  serious  question  before 
the  people  of  Kansas  or  the  country,  except  that  which 
relates  to  the  "  domestic  institution  "  of  Slavery. 

The  Convention,  after  an  angry  and  excited  debate, 
finally  determined,  by  a  majority  of  only  two,  to  submit 
the  question  of  Slavery  to  the  people,  though  at  the  last 
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forty-th  ee   of  the  fihy  delegates   present   aflTixed   their 
Bigiiatures  to  the  constitution. 

A  laige  majority  of  tlie  Convention  were  in  favor  of 
establ.shin!,'  Slavery  in  Kansas.  They  accordingly  in- 
serted au  article  in  the  constitution  for  this  purpose 
Biuiilar  in  form  to  those  which  had  been  adopted  by 
other  Territorial  conventions.  In  the  schedule,  how- 
ever, providing  for  the  transition  from  a  Territorial  to  a 
iSlate  government,  the  question  has  been  fairly  and  ex- 
plicitly referred  to  the  people,  whether  they  will  have  a 
constitution  "  with  or  without  Slavery."  It  declares  that, 
before  the  constitution  adopted  by  the  Convention 
"shall  be  sent  to  Congress  for  admission  into  the  Union 
!us  a  State,"  an  election  shall  be  held  to  decide  this  ques- 
tion, at  which  all  the  white  male  inhabitants  of  the  Ter- 
ritory above  the  age  of  21  are  entitled  to  vote.  They 
are  to  vote  by  ballot  ;  and  "the  ballots  cast  at  said 
election  shall  be  indorsed  'constitution  with  Slavery,' 
and  'constitution  with  no  Slavery.'"  If  there  be  a 
majority  in  favor  of  the  the  "  constitution  with  Sla- 
very," then  it  is  to  be  transmitted  to  Congress  by  the 
president  of  the  Convention  in  its  original  form.  If,  on 
tlie  contrary,  there  shall  be  a  majority  in  favor  of  the 
"  constitution  with  no  Slavery,"  "  then  the  article  pro- 
viding for  Slavery  shall  be  stricken  from  the  constitu- 
tion by  the  president  of  this  Convention  ;"  and  it  is 
expressly  declared  that  "  no  Slavery  shall  exist  in  the 
State  of  Kansas,  except  that  the  right  of  property  in 
slaves  now  in  the  Territory  shall  in  no  manner  be  inter- 
fered with  ;"  and  in  that  event  it  is  made  his  duty  to 
have  the  constitution  thus  ratified,  transmitted  to  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States,  for  the  admissioa  of  the 
State  into  the  Union. 

At  this  election,  every  citizen  will  have  an  opportu- 
nity of  expressing  his  opinion  bV  his  vote  "whether 
Kansas  shall  be  received  into  the  Union  with  or  without 
Slavery,"  and  thus  this  exciting  question  may  be  peace- 
fully settled  in  the  very  mode  required  by  the  organic 
law.  The  election  will  be  held  under  legitimate  author- 
ity, and  if  any  portion  of  the  inhabitants  shall  refuse  to 
vote,  a  fair  opportunity  to  do  so  having  been  presented, 
this  will  be  their  own  voluntary  act,  and  tliey  alone 
will  be  responsible  for  the  consequences. 

Whether  Kansas  shall  be  a  free  or  a  slave  State,  must 
eventually,  under  some  authority,  be  decided  by  an 
election  ;  and  the  question  can  never  be  more  clearly 
or  distinctly  pre.sented  to  the  people  than  it  is  at  the 
present  moment.  Should  this  opportunity  be  rejected, 
she  may  be  involved  for  years  in  domestic  discord,  and 
possibly  in  civil  war,  before  she  can  again  make  up  the 
issue  now  so  fortunately  tendered,  and  again  reach  the 
point  she  has  already  attained. 

Kansas  has  for  some  years  occupied  too  much  of  the 
public  attention.  It  is  high  time  this  should  be  directed 
to  far  more  important  objects.  When  once  admitted 
into  the  Union,  whether  with  or  without  Slavery,  the 
excitement  beyond  her  own  limits  will  speedily  pass 
away,  and  she  will  then,  for  the  lirst  time,  be  left,  as  she 
ought  to  have  been  long  since,  to  manage  her  own 
affairs  in  her  own  way.  If  her  constitution  on  the  sub- 
ject of  Slavery,  or  on  any  other  sul)ject,  be  displeasing 
to  a  majority  of  the  people,  no  human  power  can  prevent 
them  from  changing  il  within  a  brief  period.  Under 
these  circumstances,  it  may  well  be  questioned  whether 
the  peace  and  quiet  of  the  whole  country  are  not  of 
greater  importance  than  the  mere  temporary  triumph 
of  either  of  the  political  parties  in  Kansas. 

Should  the  constitution  without  Slavery  be  adopted  by 
the  votes  of  the  majority,  the  rights  of  property  in  slaves 
now  in  the  Territory  are  reserved.  The  number  of  these 
is  very  small ;  but  if  it  were  greater  the  provision  would 
be  equally  just  and  reasonable.  The  slaves  were 
brought  into  the  Territory  under  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  and  are  now  the  property  of  their  mas- 
ters. This  point  has  at  length  been  finally  decided  by 
the  highest  judicial  tribunal  of  the  country — and  this 
upon  the  plain  principle  that  when  a  confederacy  of 
sovereign  States  acquire  a  new  territory  at.  their  joint 
expense,  both  equality  and  justice  demand  that  the  citi- 
zens of  one  and  all  of  them  thall  have  the  right  to  take 
•jito  it  whatsoever  is  recognized  as  property  by  the  com- 
mon Constitution.  To  have  summarily  confiscated  the 
property  in  slaves  already  in  the  Territory  would  have 
been  an  act  of  gross  injustice,  and  contrary  to  the  prac- 
tice of  the  older  States  of  the  Union  which  have  abol- 
ished Slavery. 

Mr.  Douglas  on  Lecompton. 

Mr.  Dovtglas,  who  very  early  joined  in  the  dc- 
"bate  on  the  President's  Message,  a,t  first  said 
ihe  dissented  from  the  views  of  the  President  in 
regard  to  Kansas,  but  afterward  endeavored  to 


show  that  the  President  did  not  mean  to 
"  recommend"  the  Lecompton  Constitution,  but 
that  he  only 

referred  that  document  to  the  Congress  of  the  Un'- 
ted  States — as  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
refers  it — for  us  to  decide  upon  it  under  our  own  respon- 
sibility. "It  is  proper,"  said  Mr.  1).,  "  that  he  should 
have  thus  referred  it  to  us  as  a  matter  for  congressional 
action,  and  not  as  an  administrative  or  executive  measure, 
for  the  reason  that  the  Constitution  of  the  United  Slates 
says, '  Congress  may  admit  new  States  into  the  Union.' 
Hence  we  find  the  Kansas  question  before  us  now,  not 
as  an  Administrative  measure,  not  as  an  Kxecu  ive  mea- 
sure, but  as  a  measure  coming  before  us  for  our  free 
action,  without  any  recommendation  or  interference, 
directly  or  indirectly,  by  the  Administration  now  in  pos- 
session of  the  Kederal  Governme  it."     

.Mr.  President,  1  am  not  going  to  stop  and  inquire  how 
far  the  Nebraska  bill,  which  said  the  people  should  be 
left  perfectly  free  to  form  their  consiitution  for  them- 
selves, authorized  the  President  or  the  Cabinet,  or  tJnv 
ernor  Walker,  or  any  other  Territorial  otVicer,  to  inter- 
fere and  tell  the  Convention  of  Kansas  whether  they 
should  or  should  not  submit  the  ([uestlou  to  the  people, 
1  am  not  going  to  stop  to  inquire  how  far  they  were 
authorzed  to  do  that,  it  being  my  opinion  that  the  spirit 
of  the  Nebraska  bill  reqni.  ed  it  to  be  done.  It  is  suflicient 
for  my  purpose  that  the  Administration  of  the  Federal 
Government  unanimously— that  the  administration  of  the 
Territorial  government,  in  all  '.ts  parts,  unanimously — 
understood  the  Territorial  law  under  which  the  Conven- 
tion was  assembled  to  mean  that  the  constitution  to  be 
formed  by  that  Convention  should  be  submitted  to  the 
people  for  ratification  or  rejection,  and,  if  not  confirmed 
by  a  majority  of  the  people,  should  be  null  and  void, 
without  coming  to  Congress  for  approval 

Not  only  did  the  National  Government  and  the  Territo- 
rial government  so  understand  the  law  at  the  time,  but, 
as  I  have  already  stated,  the  people  of  the  Territory  so 
understood  it.  As  a  further  evidence  on  that  point,  a 
large  number,  if  not  a  majority,  of  the  delegates  were 
instructed  in  the  nominating  conventions  to  submit  the 
constitution  to  the  people  for  ratification.  I  know  that 
the  delegates  from  Douglas  County,  eight  in  number,  Mr. 
Calhoun,  President  of  the  Convention,  being  among  them, 
were  not  only  instructed  thus  to  submit  the  question,  but 
they  signed  and  published,  while  candidates,  a  written 
pledge  that  they  would  submit  it  to  the  people  for  ratifi- 
cation. I  know  that  men  high  in  authority,  and  in  the 
confidence  of  the  Territorial  and  National  Gove  nment, 
canvassed  every  part  of  Kansas  during  the  election  of 
delegates,  and  each  one  of  them  pledged  himself  to  the 
people  that  no  snap  judgment  was  to  be  taken  ;  that  the 
constitution  was  to  be  submitted  to  the  people  for  accept- 
ance or  rejection  :  that  it  would  be  void  unless  that  was 
done  ;  that  the  .Administration  would  spurn  and  scorn  it  as 
a  violation  of  the  i)iinciples  on  which  it  came  into  power, 
and  that  a  Democratic  Congress  would  hurl  it  from  their 
presence  as  an  insult  to  the  Democrats  who  stood  pledged 
to  see  the  people  left  free  to  form  their  domestic  institu- 
tions for  themselves. 

Not  only  that,  sir,  but  up  to  the  time  when  the  Conven- 
tion assembled,  on  the  1st  of  September,  so  far  as  I  can 
learn,  it  was  understood  everywhere  that  the  constitution 
was  to  be  submitted  for  ratification  or  rejection.  They 
met.  however,  on  the  1st  of  September,  and  adjourned 
until  after  the  October  election.  I  think  that  it  was  wiso 
and  prudent  that  they  should  thus  have  adjourned.  They 
did  not  wish  to  bring  any  question  into  that  election 
which  would  divide  the  Democratic  party,  and  weaken 
our  chances  of  success  in  the  election.  I  was  rejoiced 
when  I  saw  that  they  did  adjourn,  so  as  not  to  show  their 
hand  on  any  question  that  would  divide  and  distract  the 
party  until  after  the  electii-n.  During  that  recess,while  the 
Convention  was  adjourned,  Governor  Ransom,  the  Demo- 
cratic candidate  for  Congress,  running  against  the  present 
Delegate  from  that  Territory,  was  canvassing  every  part  of 
Kansas,  in  favor  of  the  doctrine  of  submitting  the  consti- 
tution to  the  people,  declaring  that  the  Democratic  party 
were  in  favor  of  such  submission,  and  that  it  was  a  slan- 
der of  the  Black  Kepublicans  to  intimate  the  charge  thai 
the  Democratic  party  did  not  intend  to  carry  out  that 
pledge  in  good  faith.  Tnus,  up  to  the  time  of  the  Con- 
vention, in  Octol)er  last,  the  pretense  was  kept  up,  the 
profession  was  openly  made,  and  believed  by  me,  and  I 
thought  believed  liy  them,  that  the  Convention  intended 
to  suiimit  a  constitution  to  the  people,  and  not  to  attempt 
to  put  a  government  in  operation  without  such  submis- 
sion. The  eldbtion  being  over,  the  Democratic  party 
being  defeated  by  an  overwhelming  vote,  the  Opposition 
liaving  triumi>hed,  and  pot  possession  of  both  branches 
of  the   legislature,  and   having  elected  their  Ter.ito  .al 
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Delegate,  the  Convention  assembled,  and  then  proceeded 
to  complete  their  work. 

Now  let  us  stop  to  inquire  how  they  redeemed  the 
pledge  to  submit  the  constitution  to  the  people.  They 
first  go  on  to  make  a  constitution.  Then  they  make  a 
schedule,  in  which  they  provide  that  the  constitution,  on 
the  '21st  of  December— the  present  month — shall  be  sub- 
mitted to  all  the  bo7iaJide  inhabitants  of  the  Territory  on 
that  day,  for  their  free  acceptance  or  rejection,  in  the  fol- 
lowing manner,  to  wit :  Thus  acknowledging  that  they 
were  bound  to  submit  it  to  the  will  of  the  people ;  conced- 
ing that  they  had  no  right  to  put  it  into  operation  without 
submitting  it  to  the  people ;  providing  in  the  instrument 
that  it  should  take  eflect  from  and  after  the  date  of  its 
ratification,  and  not  before  ;  showing  that  the  Constitution 
derives  its  vitality,  in  their  estimation,  not  from  the  au- 
thority of  the  Convention,  but  from  that  vote  of  the  peo- 
ple, to  which  it  was  to  be  submitted  for  their  free  accept- 
ance or  rejection.  How  is  it  to  be  submitted  ?  It  shall  be 
submitted  in  this  form :  "  Constitution  with  Slavery,  or 
constitution  with  no  Slavery?"  All  men  must  vote  for  the 
constitution,  whether  they  like  it  or  not,  in  order  to  be 
permitted  to  vote  for  or  against  Slavery.  Thus  a  constitu- 
tion made  by  a  convention  that  had  authority  to  assemble 
and  petition  for  a  redress  of  grievances,  but  not  to  estab 
lish  a  government — a  constitution  made  under  a  pledge 
of  honor  tliat  it  should  be  submitted  to  tlie  people  before 
if  took  effect — a  constitution  which  provides  on  its  face,  that 
it  shall  have  no  validity  except  what  it  derives  from  such 
submission — is  submitted  to  the  people  at  an  election 
where  all  men  are  at  libertj-  to  come  forward  freel.y,  with- 
out hindrance,  and  vote  for  it,  but  no  man  is  permitted  to 
record  a  vote  against  it ! 

That  would  be  as  fair  an  election  as  some  of  the  ene- 
mies of  Napoleon  attributed  to  bun  when  he  was  elected 
First  Consul.  He  is  said  to  have  called  out  his  troops  and 
had  them  reviewed  by  his  oflicers,  with  a  speech,  patriotic 
and  fair  in  its  professions,  in  wliich  he  said  to  them : 
"  Now,  my  soldiers,  you  are  to  go  to  the  election  and  vote 
freely,  just  as  you  please.  If  you  vote  for  Napoleon,  all  is 
irell  ;  vote  against  him,  and  \  ou  are  to  be  instantly 
shot!"  That  was  a  fair  election.  (Lai>ghter.)  This  elec- 
tion is  to  be  equally  fair.  All  men  in  favor  of  the  consti- 
tution may  vote  for  it,  all  men  against  it  shall  not  vote  at 
all.  Why  not  let  them  vote  against  it?  I  presume  .vou 
have  asked  many  a  man  this  question.  I  have  asked  a 
very  large  number  of  the  gentlemen  who  framed  the  con- 
stitution, quite  a  number  of  delegates,  and  a  still  larger 
number  of  persons  who  are  their  friends,  and  I  have  re- 
ceived the  same  answer  from  every  one  of  them.  I  never 
received  any  other  answer,  and  I  presume  we  never  shall 
get  any  other  answer.  What  is  that?  They  say,  if  they 
had  allowed  a  negative  vote,  the  constitution  would  have 
been  voted  down  l_iy  an  overwlielming  majority  ;  and  hence 
the  fellows  sliall  not  be  allowed  to  vote  at  all.  (Laughter.) 
Mr.  President,  that  may  be  true.  It  is  no  part  of  my 
purpose  to  deny  the  proposition  that  that  constitution 
would  have  been  voted  down  if  submitted  to  the  people. 
I  believe  it  would  have  been  voted  down  by  a  majority 
of  four  to  one.  I  am  informed  by  men  well  posted  there 
— Democrats — that  it  would  be  voted  down  ten  to  one ; 
8orae  say  by  twenty  to  one. 

But  is  it  a  good  reason  why  you  should  declare  it  in 
force,  without  being  submitted  to  tlie  people,  merely  be- 
cause it  would  have  been  voted  down  by  five  to  one  if 
you  had  submitted  it?  AVhat  does  that  fact  prove? 
Does  it  not  show  undeniably  that  an  overwhelming  majority 
of  the  people  of  Kansas  are  unalterably  opposed  to  that 
constitution  ?  Will  j-ou  force  it  on  them  against  their 
will,  simply  because  they  would  have  voted  it  down  if  you 
had  consulted  them?  If  you  will,  are  j'ou  going  to  force 
It  upon  them  under  the  plea  of  leaving  them  perfectly  free 
to  foiiu  and  regulate  their  domestic  institutions  in  their 
own  way  ?  Is  that  the  mode  in  which  I  am  called  upon  to 
carry  out  the  principle  of  self-government  and  popular 
sovereignty  in  the  Territories — to  force  a  constitution  on 
the  people  against  their  will,  in  opposition  to  their  protest, 
with  a  knowlege  of  the  fact,  and  then  to  assign  as  a  reason 
for  my  tyranny,  that  they  would  be  so  obstinate  and  so 
perverse  as  to  vote  down  the  constitution  if  I  had  given 
taera  an  opportunity  to  be  consulted  about  it? 

Sir.  I  deny  your  right,  or  mine,  to  inquire  of  these  peo- 
ple what  their  objections  to  that  constitution  are.  They 
iKive  a  right  to  judge  for  themselves  whether  they  like  or 
dislike  it.  It  is  no  answer  to  tell  me  that  the  constitution 
is  a  good  one,  and  unobjectionable.  It  is  not  satisfactory 
to  me  to  have  the  President  say,  in  his  message,  that  that 
constitution  is  an  admirable  one,  like  all  the  constitutions 
of  the  new  States  that  have  been  recently  framed.  Whether 
good  or  bad,  whether  obnoxious  or  not,  is  none  of  my  busi- 
ne.-*s,  and  none  of  yours. 

It  i-i  their  busint^ss,  and  not  ours.  I  care  not  what  they 
liavj  ui  their  constitution,  so  that  it  suits  them  and  does 


not  violate  the  Constitution  of  the  I'nited  States  and  the 
fundamental  pruiciples  of  liberty  upon  which  our  institu- 
tions rest.  I  am  not  going  to  argue  the  question  whether 
the  banking  system  established  in  that  constitution  is  wise 
or  unwise.  It  says  there  shall  be  no  monopolies,  but  there 
shall  be  one  bank  of  issue  in  the  State,  with  two  branches. 
All  I  have  to  say  on  thatTpoint  is,  if  they  want  a  banking 
system,  let  them  have  it ;  if  they  do  not  want  it,  let  them 
prohibit  it.  If  they  want  a  bank  with  two  branches,  be  it 
so  ;  if  they  want  twenty,  it  is  none  of  my  business  ;  and  it 
matters  not  to  ine  whether  one  of  them  shall  be  ou  the  north 
side  and  the  other  on  the  south  side  of  the  Kaw  Kiver,  or 
where  they  shall  be. 

While  I  have  no  right  to  expect  to  be  consulted  on  that 
point,  I  do  hold  that  ihe  people  of  Kansas  have  il  e 
right  to  be  consulted  and  lo  decide  it,  and  you  have  no 
rightful  authoiity  to  deprive  them  of  that  privilege.  It  is 
no  justification,  in  my  mind,  to  say  that  the  provision  for 
the  eligibility  for  the  oflicers  of  Governor  and  Lieui. -Go- 
vernor requires  tweniy  years'  citizenship  in  the  United 
StMtes.  If  men  think  tliat  no  person  should  vote  or  hold 
office  until  he  has  been  here  twenty  years,  they  have  a 
riglit  to  tliink  so  ;  and  if  a  majority  of  the  people  of  Kan- 
sas think  that  no  man  of  foreign  birth  thould  Vnie  or 
hold  office  unless  he  has  lived  there  tweniy  years,  it  is 
their  riglit  to  say  so,  and  I  have  no  right  to  inteifere 
with  them;  it  is  their  business,  not  mine;  but  if  I  lived 
there  I  shouhl  not  be  willing  to  have  that  provision  in  the 
constitution  wiihout  being  heard  upon  the  sulject,  and 
allowed  to  record  my  protest  against  it. 

I  have  nothing  to  say  about  their  system  of  taxation, 
in  which  they  have  gone  back  and  resorted  to  the  old  ex- 
(iloded  system  which  we  tried  in  Illinois,  but  abandoned 
because  we  did  not  like  it.  If  they  wish  to  try  it  and  get 
tired  of  it  and  abandon  it,  be  it  so  ;  but  if  I  were  a 
citizen  of  Kansas  I  would  profit  by  the  experience  of 
Illinois  on  tliat  subject,  and  defeat  it  if  I  could.  Yet  I 
have  no  objection  to  their  having  it  if  they  want  it ;  it  is 
their  business,  not  mine. 

So  it  is  in  regard  to  the  free  negroes.  They  provide 
that  no  flee  negro  shall  be  permitted  to  live  in  Kansas.  I 
suppose  they  have  a  right  lo  say  so  if  ihey  choose ;  but  if 
1  nved  there  1  should  want  to  vote  on  the  question.  We, 
in  Illinois,  provide  that  no  more  shall  come  there.  We 
say  to  the  other  States,  "  Take  care  of  your  own  free 
negroes  and  we  will  take  care  of  ours."  But  we  do  not 
say  that  the  negroes  now  there  shall  not  be  permitted  to 
live  in  Illinois  ;  and  I  think  the  people  of  Kansas  ought  to 
have  the  right  to  say  whether  they  will  allow  them  to 
live  there,  and  if  they  are  not  going  to  do  so,  how  they 
are  to  dispose  of  them. 

So  you  may  go  on  with  all  the  different  clauses  of  the 
Constitution.  They  may  be  all  right ;  they  may  be  all 
wrong.  That  is  a  question  on  which  my  opinion  is  worth 
nothing.  The  opinion  of  the  wise  and  patriotic  Chief 
Magistrate  of  the  United  States  is  not  worth  anything  as 
against  that  of  the  people  of  Kansas,  for  they  have 
a  right  to  judge  for  themselves;  and  neither  Presi- 
dent, nor  Senates,  nor  Houses  of  Representatives,  nor 
any  other  power  outside  of  Kan.-as,  has  a  right  to  judge 
for  them.  Hence  it  is  no  justification,  in  my  mind,  for 
the  violation  of  the  great  principle  of  self-goveriunent,  to 
say  that  the  Constitution  you  are  forcing  on  them  is  not 
particularly  obnoxious,  or  is  excellent  in  its  provisions. 

I'erhaps,  sir,  the  same  thing  might  be  said  of  the 
Topeka  Constitution.  I  do  not  recollect  its  peculiar  pro- 
visions. I  know  one  thing  :  we  Democrats,  we  Nebraska 
men,  would  not  even  look  into  it  to  see  what  its  provi- 
sions were.  Why  ?  Because  we  said  it  was  made  by  a 
political  party,  and  not  by  the  people  ;  that  it  was  made 
in  defiance  of  the  authority  of  Congress  ;  that  if  it  was  as 
pure  as  the  Bible,  as  holy  as  the  Ten  Commandments,  yet 
we  would  not  touch  it  until  it  was  submitted  to  and 
ratified  by  the  peojde  of  Kansas,  in  pursuance  of 
the  forms  of  law.  Perhaps  the  Topeka  Constitution,  but 
for  the  mode  of  making  it,  would  have  been  unexception- 
able. I  do  not  know ;  I  do  not  care.  You  have  no  right 
to  force  an  unexceptionable  constitution  on  a  people.  It 
does  not  mitigate  the  evil,  it  does  not  diminisli  the  insult, 
it  does  not  ameliorate  the  wrong,  that  you  are  forcing  a 
good  thing  upon  them.  I  am  not  willing  to  be  forced  to 
do  that  whicti  I  would  do  if  I  were  left  free  to  judge  and 
act  for  myself.  Hence  1  assert  that  there  is  n;>  jusiificn- 
tion  to  be  made  for  this  flagrant  violation  of  popular 
rights  in  Kansas,  on  the  plea  that  the  constitution  which 
they  have  made  is  not  particularly  obnoxious. 

But,  sir,  the  President  of  the  United  States  is  really  and 
sincerely  of  the  opinion  that  the  Slavery  clause  has  been 
fairly  and  impartially  submitted  to  the  free  acceptance  ir 
rejection  of  the  people  of  Kansas,  and  that,  inasmuch  as 
that  was  the  exciting  and  paramount  question,  if  ti.ey 
get  the  right  to  vote  as  they  please  on- that  sulijeci, 
they   ought  to   be   satisfied;    and  possibly   it  mighi    be 
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better  if  wo  would  accept  it,  and  put  an  end  to  tiie  ques- 
tion. Let  me  aslc,  sir,  is  the  Slavery  clause  fairly  sub- 
mitted, so  that  tlie  people  can  vote  for  or  against  it  ?  Sup- 
pose 1  were  a  citizen  of  Kansas,  and  should  go  up  to  the 
polls  and  say,  ''  I  desire  to  vote  to  make  Kansas  a  Slave 
State;  here  is  my  ballot."  They  rejily  to  me,  "Mr. 
Douglas,  just  vote  for  that  constitution  first,  if  you 
please."  "  Oh,  no  1"  I  answer,  "  I  cannot  vote  for  tliat 
constitution  conscientiously— I  am  opposed  to  the  clause 
by  which  you  locate  certain  railroads  in  such  a  way  as  to 
sacrifice  my  county  and  my  part  of  the  Slate.  I  am 
opposed  to  that  banking  system.  I  am  opposed  to  tiiis 
Know-Nolliing  or  American  clause  in  the  constitution 
about  the  qualifications  for  office.  I  cannot  vote  for  it." 
Then  they  answer,  "  You  shall  not  vote  on  making  it  a 
Slave  State."  I  then  say,  "  I  want  to  make  it  a  Free 
State."  They  reply,  "  Vote  for  that  constitution  first, 
and  then  you  can  vote  to  make  it  a  Free  State  ;  otherwise 
you  cannot."  Thus  they  disqualify  every  Free-State 
man  who  will  not  first  vote  for  the  constitution  ;  they  dis- 
qualify every  Slave-State  man  who  will  not  first  vote  for 
tlie  constitution.  No  matter  wliether  or  not  the  voters 
state  tliat  they  cannot  conscientiously  vote  for  those  pro- 
visions, they  reply,  "  You  cannot  vote  for  or  against 
Slavery  here.  Take  the  constitution  as  we  have  made  it, 
take  the  Elective  Franchise  as  we  have  established  it, 
take  the  Banking  System  as  we  have  dictated  it,  take  the 
Railroad  lines  as  we  have  located  them,  take  the  Judiciary 
System  as  we  have  formed  it,  take  it  all  as  we  have  fixed 
it  to  suit  ourselves,  and  ask  no  questions,  but  vote  for  it, 
or  you  shall  not  vote  either  for  a  Slave  or  Free  State."  In 
other  words,  tlie  legal  efi'ect  of  the  schedule  is  this  :  all 
those  who  are  in  favor  of  this  constitution  may  vote  for  or 
against  Slavery,  as  tliey  please;  but  all  those  who  are 
against  this  constitution  are  disfranchised,  and  shall  not 
vote  at  all.  That  is  tlie  mode  in  which  the  Slavery  pro- 
position is  submitted.  Every  man  opposed  to  the  consti- 
tution is  disfranchised  on  the  Slavery  clause.  How  many 
are  they  ?  They  tell  you  there  is  a  majority,  for  they  say 
the  co-istitution  will  be  voted  down  instantly,  by  an  over- 
whelming majority,  if  you  allow  a  negative  vote.  This 
shows  that  a  majority  are  against  it.  They  disqualify 
and  liisfranchise  every  man  who  is  against  it,  thus 
referring  the  Slavery  clause  to  a  minority  of  the  people  of 
K  msas,  and  leaving  that  minority  free  to  vote  for  or 
against  the  Slavery  clause  as  they  choose. 

Let  me  ask  you  if  that  is  a  fair  mode  of  submitting  the 
S  avery  clause  ?  Does  that  mode  of  submitting  that  par- 
licuhtr  clause  leave  the  people  perfectly  free  to  vote  for 
or  against  Slavery  as  they  choose?  Aiu  I  free  to  vote  as 
I  choose  on  the  Slavery  question,  if  you  tell  me  I  shall 
not  vote  on  it  until  1  vote  for  the  Maine  Liquor  Law? 
Am  I  free  to  vote  on  the  Slavery  question,  if  you  tell  me 
I  shall  not  vote  either  way  until  I  vote  for  a  Bank?  Is 
it  freedom  of  election  to  make  your  right  to  vote  upon 
one  question  depend  upon  the  mode  in  which  you  are 
going  to  vote  on  some  other  question  which  has  no  con- 
necti(ui  with  it?  Is  that  freedom  of  election?  Is  that 
tlie  great  fundamental  principle  of  Self-Government,  for 
which  we  combined  and  struggled,  in  this  body  and 
throughout  the  country,  to  establish  as  a  rule  of  action  in 
all  time  to  come? 

Let  me  ask  you,  why  force  this  Constitution  down  the 
tiiroats  of  the  people  of  Kansas,  in  opposition  to  their 
wishes  and  in  violation  of  our  pledges?  What  great  ob- 
ject is  to  be  attained  ?  Cuibonot  What  are  you  to  gain 
by  it?  Will  you  sustain  tlie  iiarty  by  violating  its  prin- 
ciples? Di)  yi)u  propose  to  keep  the  party  united  by 
forcing  a  division?  Stand  by  the  doctrine  that  leaves 
the  peojile  perfectly  free  to  form  and  regulate  their  insti- 
tutions for  themselves  in  their  own  way,  and  your  party 
will  be  united  and  irresistible  in  power.  Abandon  that 
great  principle,  and  the  party  Is  not  worth  saving,  and 
cannot  be  saved,  after  it  shall  be  violated.  I  trust  we  are 
not  to  be  rushed  upon  this  question.  Why  shall  it  be 
done?  Who  is  to  be  benefited?  Is  the  South  to  he  the 
gainer?  Neither  the  North  nor  the  South  has  the  rigtit  to 
gain  a  sectional  advantage  by  trickery  or  fraud.  • 

But  1  am  beseeched  to  wail  till  1  liear  from  the  election 
on  tlie  21st  of  December.  I  am  told  that  perhaps  that 
will  put  it  all  right,  and  will  solve  the  wliole  difficulty. 
How  can  it?  Perhaps  there  may  be  a  large  vote.  There 
may  be  a  large  vote  returned.  (Laugliter.)  But  I  deny 
that  it  is  possible  to  have  a  fair  vote  on  the  Slavery 
Clause  ;  and  I  say  that  it  is  not  possible  to  have  any  vote 
on  the  Constitution.  Why  wait  for  the  mockery  of  an 
election,  when  it  is  provided,  unalterably,  that  the  people 
cannot  vote — when  the  majority  are  clisfranchised? 

But  I  am  told  on  all  sides,  "  Oh,  just  wait ;  the  Pro- 
Slavery  clause  will  be  voted  down."  That  does  not  obvi- 
ate any  of  my  objections ;  it  does  not  diminish  any  of 
them.  You  have  no  more  right  to  force  a  Free-State 
Constitution  on  Kansas  than  a  Slave-State  Constitution. 


1  If  Kansas  wants  a  Slave-State  Constitution,  she  ha<f  a 
'  right  to  it;  if  siie  wants  a  Free-State  Constitution,  slielun 
a  right  to  it.  It  is  none  of  my  business  which  way  the 
Slavery  clause  is  decided.  /  care  not  whether  it  i.% 
voted  down  or  voted  up.  Do  you  suppose,  after  pledges 
of  my  honor,  that  I  would  go  for  that  principle,  and 
leave  the  people  to  vote  as  they  choose,  that  I  would  now 
degrade  myself  by  voting  one  way  if  the  Slavery  clause 
be  voted  down,  and  another  way  if  it  be  voted  up?  1 
care  not  how  that  vote  may  stand.  1  take  it  for  granted 
that  it  will  be  voted  out.  I  think  I  have  seen  enough  in 
the  last  three  days  to  make  it  certain  that  it  will  be  re- 
turned out,  no  matter  how  the  vote  may  stand.  (Laugh- 
ter.) 

Sir,  I  am  opposed  to  that  concern,  because  it  looks  to 
me  like  a  system  of  trickery  and  jugglery  to  defeat  the 
fair  expression  of  the  will  of  the  people.  There  is  no  ne- 
cessity for  crowding  this  measure,  so  unfair,  so  unjust,  as 
it  is  in  all  its  aspects,  upon  us. 

On  the  2nd  of  Feb.,  1858,  the  President  ti-an.s- 
mitted  to  Congress  the  Lecompton  Constitution, 
accompanied  by  a  special  Message  strongly 
urging  the  admission  of  Kansas  as  a  State  under 
this  constitution.  (The  following  is  a  brief 
statement  in  regard  to  the  origin  of  the  Le- 
compton Constitution :) 

The  first  Territorial  Legislature  passed  an  act 
in  1855  to  take  the  sense  of  the  people  on  th.? 
call  of  a  Convention  to  form  a  State  Constitu- 
tion, at  the  election  in  Oct.,  1856.  Accordingly, 
an  election  was  held  at  which  about  2,500  votes 
were  polled,  the  Free-State  men  not  voting.  At 
this  election,  a  new  legislature  was  elected,  all 
Pro-Slavery,  which  met  in  Jan.,  1857,  and  in 
conformity  with  tiie  vote  of  2,500  at  the  preced- 
ing October  elecj;ion,  passed  an  act  providing  for 
the  election  of  delegates  on  the  15th  of  Juno, 
to  meet  in  convention  in  September  following. 
Soon  after  this.  Gov.  Walker  went  to  Kansiis, 
and  published  an  address  to  the  people  in  which 
he  assured  them  of  his  determination  to  use 
every  means  in  his  power  to  prevent  all  disorder 
and  violence.  He  persuaded  the  Free-State  men 
to  go  to  the  polls  and  vote.  An  objection 
which  they  urged  was,  that  in  19  out  of  the  38 
counties  no  registry  had  been  made,  and  that  in 
15  out  of  the  19  no  census  had  been  taken,  so 
that  it  was  impossible  for  the  people  to  vote  in 
those  counties.  These  facts  are  confirmed  by 
Gov.  Walker  and  Secretary  Stanton. 

The  election  for  delegates  to  the  Convention 
was  held  on  the  loth  of  June.  The  Free-State 
men  did  not  vote,  for  the  reason  just  mentioned, 
and  also  (as  they  stated,)  that  they  had  no  confi- 
dence in  the  officers  who  were  to  hold  the  elec- 
tion, and  because  the  Constitution  which  might 
be  formed,  must,  in  the  opinion  of  Gov.  Walker, 
be  submitted  to  a  vote  of  all  the  people  for  rati- 
fication or  rejection,  whether  they  voted  at  this 
election  or  not.  The  entire  vote  for  delegates 
was  only  abotit  2,200. 

The  delegates  elected  assembled  in  Conven- 
tion at  Lecompton,  Sept.  5th,  but  soon  adjourned 
over  to  October,  to  await  the  result  of  the  Ter- 
ritorial Election  on  the  first  Monday  of  that 
month.  At  this  Territorial  Election,  both  par- 
ties nominated  candidates.  At  the  request  oi . 
Gov.  Walker,  2,000  U.  S.  troofjs  were  iu  the  Ter- 
ritory, and  they  were  stationed  so  as  to  jirotocc 
the  polls  as  much  as  possible.  Over  eleven 
thousand  votes  were  po'led,  after  rejecting 
2,800  as  fi-auilulentand  irregular,  1,S00  of  which 
were  returned  from  the  Oxford  precinct,  where, 
according  to  the  census,  there  were  but  43  voters, 
and  twelve  hundred  from  McG^e  County,  whero 
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r.o  poll  w.as  opened.  The  result  of  this  election 
mas.  ilie  Free-State  party  carried  the  legislature 
and  the  delegate  to  Congre.ss. 

The  Convention  reassembled  in  October,  ac- 
cording to  adjournment,  and  formed  the  Consti- 
tution now  so  famous  as  the  Lecompton  Consti- 
luiion.  When  it  became  known  tliat  tlie  Con- 
vention iiad  refused  to  submit  the  entire  con- 
stitution to  a  vote  of  the  people  for  ratification 
or  rt-jection,  and  had  submitted  only  a  proposi- 
tion in  regard  to  Slavery,  and  that  in  a  i'orui  and 
under  a  test  oath  which  would  prevent  the  Free- 
State  people  from  voting,  there  was  great  excite- 
ment in  the  Territory,  threatening  bloodshed. 
Under  thi'se  circumstances,  Acting  Gov.  Stanton 
called  (Gov.  Walker  had  resigned)  an  extra  ses- 
sion of  the  Territorial  Legislature.  The  legisla- 
ture assembled  Dec.  17th,  and  passed  an  act  to 
bul)mit  the  Lecompton  Constitution  fairly  to  a 
vote  of  the  people  on  the  4th  of  January  next, 
following,  the  time  fixed  by  the  Lecompton  con- 
vention for  the  election  of  State  otRcers  under 
that  constitution. 

On  the  "ilst  of  Dec,  the  vote  was  taken  in  the 
manner  prescribed  by  the  Convention,  and  re- 
sulted as  follows : 

"For  the  constitution  with  Slavery"     ....    6,26G 
"  For  the  constitution  without  Slavery  "...       567 

Total  vote 0,793 

Jan.  4ih,  1S53,  in  accordance  with  the  act  of 
the  Territorial  Legislature,  the  people  voted  as 
follows: 

For  the  L«rcompton  Constitution  with  Slavery    .        1-38 

"  "  '•  without  "         .         -a 

Against  the  Lecompton  ConstUutioa     ....   10,220 

Being  over  ten  thousand  majority  against  the 
Lecompton  Constitution. 

PRESIDK.NT    BtiCHASAX's    LECOMPTON    MESSAfiE. 

The  following  is  the  President's  special  Mes- 
sage, of  Feb.  2iid,  1858. 

I  have  received  from  J.  Calhoun,  E<q.,  President  of  the 
late  Constltuiional  Conveiitign  of  Kan:<as,  a  copy  duly 
certifli;d  by  himself,  of  the  Constitution  framed  by  tliiit 
body,  with  the  expression  of  the  hope  that  I  would  sub- 
mit theaame  to  the  consideration  of  Congress  "  wiili  Ihi- 
view  uf  ihe  admission  of  Kansas  into  the  Union  as  an 
independent  State."  In  compliance  with  this  rcq'i'-st.  I 
hercwlili  transmit  to  Congre'ts  for  their  action  the  C'li- 
Stituti'iii  of  Kansas,  with  the  ordiiiiince  re>peciiii);  llie 
public  lands,  as  well  as  the  letter  of  Mr.  Cdlioun,  dated 
at  Lecompton,  on  the  Hh  ult.,  by  which  they  were  ac- 
companied. Having  received  but  a  single  copy  of  the 
Constitution  and  ordinance,  I  send  this  to  the  Sen  ite. 

A  i(reat  delu^'ion  seems  to  pervade  the  public  mind  in 
relation  to  th>-  condition  of  p;irties  in  Kansas.  Tliisarises 
from  the  di(fi:uliy  of  inducing  the  American  people  to 
realile  the  fact  that  any  portion  of  ilu-m  slioujil  be  in  a 
State  uf  rebellion  ngiin.-t  the  Government  uniler  which 
Ihcy  live.  When  we  speak  of  the  affairs  of  Knnsas,  we 
are  apt  to  ref-r  merely  to  the  existence  of  two  violent 
political  parties  in  thtt  Territory,  divided  on  the  question 
of  Slavery,  just  as  we  «peak  ot  such  parties  in  the  Slates. 
This  presents  no  adeq'iale  idea  of  the  true  state  of  the 
ca'e.  The  <lividinf:  line  th.cre  is  not  tjetween  two  politi- 
cal pirties,  both  acknonle<l)ring  the  lawful  existence  of 
the  Irovernmenl,  but  between  those  who  are  loyal  to  this 
Government  and  those  who  have  endeavored  to  destroy 
iU  existence  by  force  and  by  urturpation — between  Ihos-e 
who  siist/iin,  and  tho»e  who  have  done  all  In  their  power 
to  overthrow,  the  Territorial  Government  rstHl)li>hed  by 
Coiijrres'i.  This  Government  they  would  long^ince  have 
subverted  had  it  n"t  been  protected  from  iheir  a  sauli*  by 
the  troops  of  the  United  States.  Such  Ir.s  been  ihecon- 
dit'on  of  iiff  lirs  since  my  in.iugurHtion.  Kvcr  since  tiiat 
perioil,  a  large  portion  of  the  people  of  Kansas  have  been 
ill  a  state  of  rebellion  agamst  the  Government,  with  a 
military  leader  at  their  heail,  of  most  turbulent  and  dan- 
gerous cbHracier.  Tliey  have  never  acknowledged,  but 
Lsve  cuntta.'itiy  renounced  and  defied,  the  Government 


to  which  they  owe  allegiatice,  and  have  been  all  the  time 
In  a  state  uf  resistance  H|;ainst  its  authority.  They  have 
all  the  time  been  emleavoring  to  subvert  It  ami  to  estab- 
lish a  revolutionary  Goveriiuieiit,  under  the  so-calleil 
Topeka  Constitution,  in  Its  stead.  Even  at  this  very 
moment,  the  Topeka  Legislature  are  in  session.  Who- 
ever has  read  the  correspondence  of  Gov.  Walker  with 
the  State  Department,  recently  communicaled  to  the 
Senate,  will  be  convinced  lliat  ihis  picture  is  not  ovei- 
drawii.  He  always  protested  against  the  withdrawal  of 
any  portion  of  the  military  force  of  the  United  Stat.s 
from  the  Territory,  deeming  its  [ireseiice  absolutely 
necessary  for  the  preservation  of  the  regular  Goveri.- 
inenl  and  the  execution  of  the  laws.  In  his  very^flrsi 
dispatch  to  the  Secretary  uf  State,  dated  June  2,  1^57,  he 
says  : 

"The  most  alarming  movem>'Dt,  however,  proceeds  from 
the  assemliUng,  on  th.'  D  ii  uf  June,  of  the  socalleJ  To|iei,.i 
LeKislalure.  wiib  a  vl<w  o  uio  euaiimi-iil  of  an  enilre  roi^- 1  f 
laws,  uf  ouurse,  li  will  he  uiv  eiileavur  to  prevent  sn  li  a 
result,  as  it  wuuM  h-aj  ui  l.o'vi'ai.le  and  disastrous  colh->io:i, 
and  lu  fact  renew  the  civil  war  in  Kaiisas." 

This  was  with  difBcully  pieveiit'-<l  by  the  efforts  of 
Governor  Walker;  but  soon  thereafter,  on  the  14  :i  of 
July,  we  find  liim  lequestiiig  Generil  ll<rii.-y  lu  furnish 
him  a  regiment  of  dragoons  to  proceed  to  ihe  ciiy  of 
Lawrence,  and  this  for  the  reason  that  he  had  received 
authentic  intelligence,  verified  by  his  own  actual  obser- 
vation, that  a  daiigenms  rebellion  had  occurred,  involv- 
ing an  open  defiance  of  the  laws,  and  the  establi-hmeiit 
uf  all  insurgent  government  in  that  city.  In  the  Gover- 
nor's d  spatch  of  July  15,  he  informs  the  Secretary  of 
Stale  that 

"This  movement  at  Lawrence  was  the  beginning  of  a  plan, 
orlginatins  in  that  cilv,  to  organize  Insurreetlon  throiiKhoiit 
the  Terriiorv,  and  esp'eclally  la  all  towns,  cliies  and  counties 
where  ihe  Kepubllean  pariy  have  a  majority.  Lawrence  is 
Ihe  ho'.bed  of  all  the  Aboliiiou  movemems  lu  this  Territory. 
U  is  Ihe  town  estaldished  by  the  Abolilion  .Soidelies  of  die 
East,  and,  while  there  are  respectable  people  there,  it  is  filled 
by  a  considerable  number  of  mercenaries,  who  are  paid  by 
AboUlion  Societies  to  perpetuate  and  dill'use  agitation  ihruugh- 
out  Kansas,  aud  prevent  a  peaceful  settlement  of  this  'iii'-s- 
tion.  llaWng  failed  in  InduclnK  their  own  so-called  Topeka 
Slate  Legislature  to  orsanizi'  this  Insurrection,  Lawrence  has 
comraeneed  it  herself,  niid.  if  noi  arrested,  the  rebelliou  will 
extend  throuijhout  the  Territory." 

And  again : 

"  In  order  to  send  this  communication  Immediately  by  mall, 

I  must  close,  assuring  you  that  the  spirit  of  rebellion  perv.-idet 
the  ureal  masa  of  the'  Repuldiran  party  of  this  Terri nry, 
insdgated,  as  I  entertain  no  doulii  they  are,  by  Kastern  So- 
lietles.  Iiaving  In  view  results  most  disastrous  to  the  IJoverti- 
lu-ni  and  ihe  Union  ;  anil  that  the  continued  presence  of  (Jen. 

II  irney  is  indispensable,  as  was  originally  8ilpulat«'d  by  me, 
wiih  a  large  body  of  dragoons  antl  several  batteries." 

On  the  2"th  of  July,  1S57,  Gen.  Lane,  under  the 
auili'Tity  of  the  Topeka  Convention,  undertook,  as  (Jen. 
Walker  informs  us, 

"To  organize  Ihe  whole  Free-State  party  Into  volunteers, 
and  to  lak-  the  names  of  all  who  refuse  enrolment.  The  pro- 
fessed ol.jeel  was  to  protect  Ihe  polls  at  the  elentioiis.  la 
Ausjust,  of  a  new  liisurgenl  Topeka  Suite  Le«lslaiur.-.  The 
object  hi  taking  the  names  of  all  wlio  refuse  enrollment  Is  to 
terrify  the  KreeSiate  I'oimervativeg  Into  submLsshin.  This  is 
proved  by  ih-  n'cent  atrocities  commliied  on  such  men  by  Ui« 
I'opekalt.s.  The  s;)eejy  location  of  large  bo  lies  of  resular 
troops  here  wi  h  two  batteries  Is  nccessury.  The  Liiwrenee 
iusur;;eiiis  aw  all  the  deyelopmeuU  of  this  uew  military  organ- 
ization." 

In  the  Governor's  dispatch  of  July  27,  he  says  that 

"  Cen.  Lane  and  his  siaff  every  wh-re  deny  ihe  authority  nf 
the  Territorial  laws,  and  counsel  a  total  disregard  of  Ihese 
enai'tnienls." 

Without  making  further  quotations  of  a  similar  charac- 
ter ft  om  other  dispatches  of  Governor  Walker,  it  appears, 
by  reference  to  Secretary  Stanton's  communlcat.on  to 
Gen.  Cass  on  the  Ulli  of  December  last,  that 

"T.he  liniiori.iiii  «|ep  of  calling  the  legislature  losether  wn» 
'aken  »f  er  I  ih  -i  lia.l  become  sailslbd  iliat  the  election  or.lered 
by  ih  •  r«iiveii  lo'i  oil  •h'.JIsof  lleccmber  could  nul  be  coo- 
jiltted  WI  lio'ii  c<,|  l-lrci  and  Moolshe.l." 

So  intense  was  the  disloyal  feeling  among  the  enemies 
of  the  Government  established  by  Congress,  that  an 
election  which  afforded  them  opportunities,  if  in  the  ma- 
jority, of  niak'ng  Kansas  a  Free  State  according  to  tlie'.r 
own  expressed  de.-iie,  could  not  be  conducted  without 
collision  and  bluodslied.  The  truth  is  that,  up  to  the 
present  moment,  the  eiietiiies  of  the  existing  government 


still   adhere  to  tliei  ■   Topeka  revolutionary  constilui'o.i 
and  g'lvernmetit.       The  very  first  paragraph  of  the  nies- 
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I  sage  "of  Gov.  Itobiiison,  dated  the  7lh  of  Decembe  ',  to  Ihe 
Topeka  Legislature,  now  assembled  at  Lawrence,  con- 
tains an  open  defiance  of  the  laws  and  Constitution  of 
the  United  States.     The  Governor  says : 

"The  I'oneen'ioi  which   fraoi -d   t.^e  Top"ka  '.'ois:l  ii  ion 
originated   with   tii?    pi-Oid;    of    Ivans-is   Terrijiry.      Ihtj 
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have  adopted  and  ratified  the  same  twice  by  a  direct  voS,  also  | 
lndirfc;lv  ihroiigli  two  eleciious  for  Stale  oflleers  and  mem- 
bers of  the  State  Legislature  ;  yet  it  has  pleased  the  Adriimis- 
tration  to  regard  the  whole  proceeding  as  revolutionary. 

This  Topeka  Government,  adhered  to  with  such  trea- 
sonable pertinacity,  is  a  government  in  direct  opposition 
to  the  existing  government  prescribed  and  recogn.zed  by 
Congress.  . 

It  is  usurpation  of  the  same  character  as  it  would  be 
for  a  portion  of  the  people  of  any  folate  to  undertake  to 
establish  a  separate  government  within  its  limits  for 
the  purpose  of  redressing  any  grievance,  real  or  imag- 
inary of  which  they  might  complain  against  the  legiti- 
mate State  Government.  Such  a  pr  nciple,  if  carried  into 
execution,  would  destroy  all  lawful  authority  and  pro- 
duce universal  anarchy.  From  this  statement  of  facts, 
the  reason  becomes  palpable  why  the  enemies  of  the  gov- 
ernment authorized  by  Congress  have  refused  to  vote  for 
the  delegates  to  the  Kansas  Constitutional  Convention, 
and  also,  afterward,  on  the  question  of  Slavery  submitted 
by  it  to  the  people.  It  is  because  they  have  ever  refused 
to  sanction  or  recognize  any  other  Constitution  than  that 
framed  at  Topeka.  Had  the  whole  Lecompton  Constitu- 
tion been  submitted  to  the  people,  the  adherents  of  this 
organization  would  doubtless  have  voted  against  it,  be- 
cause, if  successful,  they  would  thus  have  removed  the 
obstacles  out  of  the  way  of  their  own  revolutionary  Con- 
stitution ;  they  would  have  done  this,  not  upon  the  con- 
sideration of  the  merits  of  the  whole  or  part  of  the 
Lecompton  Constitution,  but  simply  because  they  have 
ever  resisted  the  authority  of  the  government  authorized 
by  Congress  from  which  it  emanated.  Such  being  the 
unfortunate  condition  of  affairs  in  the  Territo  y,  what  was 
the  right  as  well  as  the  duty  of  the  law-abiding  people? 
Were  they  silently  and  patiently  to  submit  to  tlie  Topeka 
usurpation,  or  to  adopt  the  necessary  measure  to  estab- 
lish a  Constitution  under  the  authority  of  the  organic  law 
of  Congress?  That  this  law  recognized  the  light  of  the 
people  of  the  Territory,  without  an  enabling  act  of  Con 
gress,  to  form  a  State  Constitution,  is  too  clear  for  argu- 
ment. For  Congress  "  to  leave  the  people  of  the  Terri- 
tory perfectly  free"  in  framing  their  Constitution  ''  to 
form  and  regulate  their  domestic  institutions  in  their  own 
way,  subject  only  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,"  and  then  to  say  that  they  shall  not  be  permitted 
to  pr«ceed  and  frame  the  Constitution  in  their  own  way, 
without  express  authority  from  Congress,  appears  to  be 
almost  a  contradiction  in  terms.  It  would  be  much 
more  plausible  to  contend  that  Congress  had  no  power  to 
jjasssuch  an  enabling  act,  than  to  argue  that  the  people 
of  a  Territory  might  be  kept  out  of  the  Union  for  an  indefi- 
nite period,  and  until  it  m  ght  please  Congress  to  permit 
them  to  exercise  the  right  of  self-government.  This 
would  be  to  adopt,  not  their  own  way,  but  the  way  which 
Congress  might  prescribe.  It  is  impossible  that  any  peo- 
ple could  have  proceeded  with  more  regularity  in  the 
formation  of  a  Constitution  than  the  people  of  Kansas 
have  done.  It  was  necessary,  first,  to  ascertain  whether 
it  was  the  desire  of  the  people  to  be  relieved  from  their 
Territorial  dependence  and  establish  a  State  Government. 
For  this  purpose,  the  Territorial  Legislature,  in  1S55, 
passed  a  law  for  taking  the  sense  of  the  people  of  the 
Territory  upon  the  expediency  of  calling  a  Convention  to 
form  a  State  Constitution  at  the  general  election  to  be 
held  in  October,  18.")().  The  "  sense  of  the  people"  was 
accordingly  taken,  and  they  decided  in  favor  of  a  Con- 
vention. 

It  is  true  that  at  this  election  the  enemies  of  the  Terri- 
torial Government  did  not  vote,  because  they  were  then 
engaged  at  Topeka,  without  the  slightest  pretext  of  law- 
ful authority,  in  framing  a  Constitution  of  their  own  for 
subverting  the  Territorial  Government.  In  pursuance 
of  this  decision  of  the  people  in  favor  of  a  Convention, 
the  Territorial  Legislature,  on  the  27th  of  February,  IS.iT, 
passed  an  act  for  the  election  of  delegates  on  the  third 
Monday  of  June,  1S.J7,  to  frame  a  State  Constitution. 
This  law  is  as  fair  in  its  provisions  as  any  that  ever 
passed  a  legislative  body  for  a  similar  purpose.  The  rigiil 
of  suffrage  at  this  election  is  clearly  and  justly  defined. 
Every  bona  fide  citizen  of  the  United  States,  above  the 
age  of  twenty-one,  and  who  had  resided  thferein  for  three 
months  previous  to  that  date,  was  entitled  to  a  vote.  In 
order  to  avoid  all  interference  from  neighboring  States 
and  Territories  with  the  freedom  and  fairness  of  the  elec- 
tion, a  provision  was  made  for  the  registry  of  qualified 
Toters,  and  in  pursuance  thereof,  nine  thousand  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty-one  voters  were  registered.  Gov.  Walker 
did  his  whole  duty  in  urging  all  qualified  citizens  of  Kan- 
sas to  vote  at  this  election.  In  his  Inaugural  Address  on 
the  'i7th  of  May,  he  informed  them  that — 

"  Under  our  practice,  the  preliminary  act  of  framing  a  State 
Constitution  is  uniformly  performed  through  the  instru- 
mentality of  a  Convention  of  delegates  chosen  by  the  people 


themselves.  That  Convention  is  now  about  to  be  elected  bj 
you,  undsr  the  call  of  the  Territorial  Legislature  created,  ami 
still  recognized,  by  tlie  authority  of  Congress  and  clothed  by 
it,  in  the  comprehensive  language  of  the  organic  law,  with  full 
power  to  mike  sucli  an  enactment.  The  Territorial  Legisla- 
ture, then,  in  assembling  this  Convention,  were  fully  sustained 
liy  tlie  act  of  Congress,  and  the  authority  of  the  Convention  is 
distinctly  recognizetl  in  my  instructions  from  the  President  of 
the  United  Stales." 

The  Governor  also  clearly  and  distinctly  warns  them 
what  would  be  the  consequences  if  they  d;d  not  partici- 
pate in  the  election.  The  people  of  Kansas,  then,  he 
says, 

"  Are  invited  by  the  highest  authority  known  to  the  Consti- 
tution to  pariicipale  freely  and  fairly  in  the  eleciiou  of  dele- 
gates to  frame  a  Constitution  and  Slate  Government.  The  law 
has  performed  its  entire  appropriate  function,  when  it  extends 
to  th.;  people  the  right  of  sutirage  ;  but  it  cannot  compel  the 
performauce  of  that  duly.  Througliout  the  ^vhole  Union, 
howi-ver,  and  wherever  free  government  prevails,  those  who 
abstain  from  the  exercise  ot*^the  right  of  sutirage  authorize 
those  who  do  vote  to  act  for  them  in  that  contingency,  and 
absentees  are  as  much  bound,  under  the  law  and  Constitution, 
where  there  is  no  IVaul  or  violence,  by  the  act  of  the  majority 
of  those  who  do  vo  e,  as  if  all  liad  participated  in  the  election. 
Otherwise,  as  voting  must  be  voluntary,  self-government 
would  be  impraciieatjle,  and  monarchy  or  despotism  would 
remain  as  llie  only  alternative." 

It  may  also  be  observed  that  at  this  period  any  hope, 
if  such  had  existed,  that  the  Topeka  Constitution  would 
ever  be  recognized  by  Congress  must  have  been  aban- 
doned. Congress  had  adjourned  on  the  tlii  d  of  March 
previous,  having  recognized  the  legal  existence  of  the 
Territorial  Legislature  in  a  variety  of  fums,  which  I  need 
not  enumerate.  Indeed,  the  Delegate  elected  to  the 
House  of  Representatives  under  a  Territorial  law  had 
been  admitted  to  a  seat  and  had  just  completed  his  te  ra 
of  service  the  day  previous  to  my  inauguration.  Tiiis 
was  the  projjitious  moment  for  settling  all  the  diificul  ies 
of  Kansas.  This  was  tiie  time  for  abandoning  the  revo- 
lutionary Topeka  organization,  and  for  the  enemies  of 
the  exiiting  government  to  conform  to  the  laws  and  unite 
with  its  fiends  in  framing  a  State  Constitution.  But  this 
they  refused  to  do,  and  the  consequences  of  their  refusal 
to  submit  to  the  lawful  authority,  and  vote  at  the  election 
of  delegates,  may  yet  prove  to  be  of  the  most  deplorable 
character.  Woiild  that  the  respect  for  the  laws  of  the 
land,  which  so  eminently  distinguished  the  men  of  the 
past  generation,  could  he  revived  !  It  is  a  disregard  and 
violation  of  law  which  has  for  years  kept  the  Territory 
of  Kansas  in  a  state  of  almost  open  rebellion  against  its 
Government — it  is  the  same  spiiit  which  has  produced 
actual  rebellion  in  Utah.  Our  only  safety  consists  in 
obedience  and  conformity  to  the  law.  Should  a  geneial 
spirit  against  its  enforcement  prevail,  this  Will  prove  fatal 
to  us  as  a  nation. 

We  acknowledge  no  master  but  law,  and  should  we  cut 
loose  from  its  restraints  and  every  one  do  what  seemeth 
good  in  his  own  eyes,  our  case  would  indeed  be  hopeless. 
The  enemies  of  the  Territorial  Gove.nment  determined 
still  to  resist  the  authority  of  Congress.  They  refused  to 
vote  for  delegaies  to  the  Convention,  not  because, 
from  circumstances  which  I  need  not  detail,  there  was  an 
omission  to  register  the  comparatively  few  voters  who 
were  inhabitants  of  certain  counties  in  Kansas  in  the 
early  spring  of  lSb7,  but  because  they  had  determined, 
at  ail  hazards,  to  adiiere  to  their  revolutionary  organiza- 
tion, and  defeat  the  establishment  of  any  other  consti- 
tution than  that  which  they  had  framed  at  Topeka.  The 
election  was  therefoie  suB'ered  to  pass  by  default,  but  of 
this  result  the  qualified  electors  who  refused  to  vote  cau 
never  justly  complain. 

From  this  review,  it  is  manifest  that  the  Lecompton 
Convention,  according  to  every  principle  of  constitu- 
tional law,  was  legally  constituted  anti  invested  with 
power  to  frame  a  Constitution.  Tlie  sacred  principle  of 
Popular  Sovereignty  has  been  invoked  in  favor  of  the 
enemies  of  Law  and  Order  in  Kansas;  but  in  what  man- 
ner is  Popular  Sovereignty  to  be  exercised  in  this  coun- 
try if  not  through  the  instrumentality  of  establ'shed  law  ? 
In  certain  small  republics  of  ancient  times,  the  people 
did  assemble  in  priiutiry  meetitig,  passed  laws  and  di- 
rected public  alTai .s.  In  on  ■  country,  this  is  manifestly 
impossible.  Popular  Sovereignty  can  be  exercised  here 
onlv  through  the  ballotbox  ;  and  if  the  people  will  refuse 
to  exercise  it  in  this  manner,  as  they  have  done  in  Kan- 
sas at  the  election  of  Delegates,  ,t  is  not  for  them  to 
complain  that  their  rights  have  been  violated. 

The  Kansas  Convention,  thus  lawfully  constituted,  pro- 
ceeded to  frame  a  Constitution,  and,  having  completed 
their  work,  finally  adjourned  on  the  Tth  of  November 
last.  They  d,d  not  think  proper  to  submit  the  whole  of 
this  Constitution  to  a  popular  vote,  but  they  did  submit 
the  question  whether  Kansas  should  be  a  Free  or  Slave 
State  to  the  people.  This  was  the  question  which  had  con- 
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Tulsed  the  Union  and  shaken  it  to  the  very  center.  This 
was  the  que:>tioii  which  liail  lih'iited  the  lluine:)  of  civil 
war  ill  Kaiisa.<  aoj  liail  produced  daii^'erous  seolioiial 
parlies  Ihrougliout  tlie  coiifedoracy.  It  was  of  a  charac- 
ter so  paramount  in  respect  to  the  condition  of  Kansas, 
aa  to  rivet  the  anxious  attention  of  tlie  people  of  ilie 
whole  country  upon  it  and  it  alone — no  person  thought 
of  any  other  question.  For  niy  o*n  part,  when  I  in- 
Rti'uctrd  (iovernor  Walker  in  general  terms  in  favor  of 
submitting  the  constitution  to  the  people,  I  had  no 
ol'ject  in  view  e.\cept  the  all-absorbing  question  of 
J<lavery.  In  what  manner  the  people  of  Kansas  might 
regulate  their  other  concerns,  was  not  the  sulijecl  which 
atliucte<l  my  attention.  In  fact,  the  general  provisions 
of  our  recent  Mate  constitutions,  after  an  experience  of 
eighty  yciirs,  are  so  similar  and  excellent  that  it  would 
bedilTicult  to  go  far  wrong  at  the  present  day  in  framing 
a  new  constitution.  I  then  believed,  and  still  believe, 
that,  under  the  organic  act,  the  Kansas  Convention 
were  bound  to  submit  this  all-important  question  of 
Slavery  to  the  people.  It  was  never,  however,  my 
opinion  that,  independently  of  this  act,  they  would  have 
been  bound  to  submit  any  portion  of  the  constitution  to 
a  popular  vote  in  order  to  give  it  validity.  Had  I  enter- 
tained such  an  opinion,  this  would  have  been  in  opposi- 
tion to  many  piecedeiils  in  our  history,  commencing  in 
the  very  best  age  of  our  Uepublic.  It  would  have  been 
In  opposition  to  the  principle  which  pervades  our  insti- 
tutions, and  which  is  every  day  carried  into  practice, 
that  the  people  have  a  right  to  delegate  to  the  rejire- 
sentatives  chosen  by  themselves  their  sovereign  power 
to  frame  constitutions,  enact  laws,  and  perform  many 
other  important  acts,  without  requiring  that  these  should 
be  subjected  to  their  subsequent  approbation.  It  would 
be  a  most  inconvenient  liinitation  of  their  own  power. 
Imposed  by  the  people  upon  themselves,  to  exclude 
Uiem  from  exercising  their  sovereignty  in  any  lawful 
manner  which  they  think  proper. 

It  is  true  that  the  people  of  Kansas  might,  if  they  had 
pleased,  have  required  the  Convention  to  submit  tlie  con- 
stitution to  a  poi>ular  vote,  but  this  they  have  not  done 

The  only  remedy,  therefore,  in  this  case  is  that  which 
exists  in  all  other  similar  Ciises.  If  the  delegates  who 
framed  the  Kansas  Constitution  have  in  any  manner 
violated  the  will  of  their  constituents,  the  people  always 
possess  the  power  to  change  their  constitution  or  laws 
according  to  their  own  jileasure.  The  question  of  Slavery 
w.is  submitted  to  an  election  of  the  peo|(le  on  the  21st  of 
December  hist,  in  obedience  to  the  mandate  of  the  Con- 
vention Here,  again,  a  fair  opportunity  was  presentei 
to  the  adherents  of  the  Topeka  Constitution,  if  they  were 
the  majority,  to  decide  this  exciting  question  "  in  their 
own  way,"  and  thus  restore  peace  to  the  distracted  Ter- 
ritory ;  but  they  again  refused  to  exercise  the  right  of 
Popular  Sovereignty,  and  again  suffered  the  election  to 
pass  by  default.  I  heartily  rejoice  that  a  wiser  and  bet- 
ter spirit  prevailed  among  a  large  niajoiity  of  these 
people  on  the  first  Monday  in  January,  and  that  they 
did  on  that  day  vote  under  the  Lecompton  Constitution 
for  a  Governor  and  other  State  officers,  a  member  of 
Congress,  and  for  members  of  the  Legislature.  This 
election  was  warmly  contested  by  the  parties,  ami  a  larger 
vote  polled  than  at  any  previous  election  in  the  Territory. 
We  may  now  reasona)>ly  hope  that  the  revolutionary 
Topeka  organization  will  be  speedily  and  finally  aban- 
doned, and  this  will  go  far  toward  a  final  settlement  of  the 
anhappy  differences  in  Kansas.  If  frauds  have  been  com- 
mitted at  this  election  by  one  or  both  parties,  the  legisla- 
ture and  people  of  Kansas,  under  their  constitution,  will 
know  how  to  redress  ihemselves  and  punish  these  detecta- 
ble but  too  common  crimes  without  outside  interference. 

The  people  of  Kansas  have,  then,  "  in  their  own  way," 
and  in  strict  accordance  with  the  organic  act,  f.amed  a 
Constitution  and  State  Crovernraent,  have  submitted  the 
all-important  question  of  Slavery  to  the  people,  and  have 
elected  a  Governor,  a  member  to  represent  them  in 
Congress,  members  of  the  State  Legislature  and  other 
State  oflicers ;  and  they  now  ask  admission  into  the 
Union  under  this  constitution,  which  is  reputdican  in  its 
form.  It  is  for  Congress  to  decide  whether  they  will 
admit  or  reject  the  State  which  has  thus  been  created. 

For  my  own  part.  I  am  decidedly  in  favor  of  its  adiiiLs- 
s'on,  and  thus  terminating  the  Kansas  question.  This 
will  carry  out  the  great  principle  of  Xoiilntervention 
recognized  and  sanctioned  by  the  organic  act,  which 
declares  in  express  language  in  favor  of  the  nnn-inlcr- 
vention  of  Cong.ess  with  Slavery  in  the  Slates  and 
Territories,  leav.ng  the  people  "  perfectly  free  to  form 
and  regulate  their  domestic  institutions  in  "their  own  way, 
subject  only  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States."  In 
this  manner,  by  localizing  the  question  of  Slavery  and 
confining  it  to  the  people  who  it  immediately  concerned, 
e\  e.y  patriot  anxiously  expected  that  this  question  would 


be  banished  from  the  halls  of  Congress,  where  it  has 
always  exerted  a  baneful  influence  throughout  the  n  hole 
country. 

It  is  proper  that  I  should  briefly  refer  to  the  election 
held  under  the  act  of  the  Territorial  Legislature  on  the 
first  Monday  of  January  last  on  the  Lecomjitoii  Consti- 
tution. This  election  was  held  after  the  Territory  had 
been  prepared  for  admission  into  the  Union  as  a  Sove- 
reign Slate,  and  when  no  authority  existed  in  the  Terri- 
torial Legislatuie  which  could  possibly  destroy  its  exist- 
ence or  change  lis  character.  The  election,  which  was 
peaceably  conducted  uniler  my  instructions,  involved 
strange  inconsistencies.  A  laige  majority  of  tlie  persons 
who  voed  against  the  Lecompton  Constitution  were  at 
the  same  time  and  place  recognizing  its  valid  existence 
in  the  most  solid  and  authentic  manner  by  voting  under 
its  provisions.  1  have  yet  received  no  otiicial  informa- 
tion of  the  result  of  this  election. 

As  a  question  of  expediency,  after  right  has  been 
maintained,  it  may  be  wise  to  lellect  upon  the  benefild 
to  Kansas  and  the  whole  count. y  that  will  result  from 
its  immediate  admission  into  the  Union,  as  well  as  the 
disasters  that  may  follow  its  rejection.  Domestic  peacu 
will  be  the  happy  consequence  of  the  admission,  and  that 
fine  Territory,  which  has  hitherto  been  torn  by  dissen- 
sions, will  rapidly  increase  in  population  and  wealth,  and 
speedily  realize  the  blessings  and  comforts  which  follow 
in  the  train  of  agricultural  and  mechanical  industry. 
The  people,  then,  will  be  sovereign,  and  can  regulate 
their  affairs  in  their  own  way.  If  the  majority  of  them 
desire  to  abolish  domestic  Slavery  within  the  State,  there 
is  no  other  possible  moile  by  which  it  can  be  effected  so 
speedily  as  by  promijt  admission.  The  will  of  the 
majority  is  supreme  and  irresistible,  when  expressed  in 
an  orderly  and  lawful  manner.  It  can  make  and  un- 
make constitutions  at  pleasure.  It  would  be  absurd  to 
say  that  they  can  impose  fetters  upon  tlieir  own  power 
which  they  cannot  afterward  remove.  If  they  could  do 
this,  they  might  tie  their  own  hands  just  as  well  for  a  hun- 
dred as  for  ten  yeare.  These  are  the  fundamental  princi- 
ples of  American  freedom,  and  are  recognizeil,  I  believe, 
in  some  form  or  other  by  every  State  constitution  ;  and 
if  Congress,  in  the  act  of  admission,  should  think  proper 
to  recognize  them,  I  can  |)erceive  no  objection. 

This  iias  been  done  eiiipliatieally  m  the  constitution  of 
Kansas.  Ii  declares  in  Its  bill  cf  riu'lils  that  "  All  )ioliil- 
c.tl  power  is  inherent  in  the  people,"  and  all  free  goverii- 
meiits  are  founded  on  their  autlioriiy  and  instituted  for 
their  beneQ',  and  tlierefore  have  at  all  limes  an  inalien- 
able Hnd  indefeasible  right  to  alter,  reform  and  abolish 
their  form  of  government,  in  such  manner  as  they  may 
think  proper.  The  great  Slate  of  New-Vork  is  at  this 
moiiieiil  governed  uniler  a  constitution  framed  and  estab- 
lished in  direct  opposition  to  a  mode  jirescribed  by  the 
previous  constitution.  If,  therefore,  a  provision  ciiang- 
ing  the  constitution  of  Kansas  after  the  year  1S64  could 
by  possibility  be  construed  into  a  prohibition  tu  make 
such  cliange  previous  to  that  period,  this  prohibition 
would  be  wholly  unavailing.  The  legislature  already 
elected  may,  at  iis  very  first  session,  submit  the  question 
to  a  vote  of  the  people,  wlellicr  they  will  or  not  have  a 
convention,  to  aiiieiid  tiieir  ci>nsiitution,  and  adopt  alt 
necessary  means  for  giving  eff  ct  to  the  popular  will.  It 
has  been  solemnly  adjudged,  by  the  iiighest  judicial  tri- 
bunal known  to  our  laws,  that  Slavery  exists  in  Kansas 
by  virtue  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States. 
Kansas  is  therefore  at  this  moment  as  much  a  Slave  Stale 
as  Georgia  or  S'Uth  Carolina.  Without  this,  the  equality 
of  the  Sovereign  Slates  composing  the  Union  would  be 
violated,  and  llie  use  and  enjoyment  of  a  Territory  ac- 
quireil  tiy  the  common  treasure  of  all  the  States,  would 
be  closed  agaltisl  the  people  and  properly  of  nearly  half 
the  members  of  the  Confederacy.  Slavery  can,  therefore, 
never  be  prohibited  in  Kansas,  except  through  the  means 
of  a  consiitu'.ional  provision  ;  and  in  no  other  manner  can 
this  he  obtained  so  promptly.  If  the  majority  of  the  people 
desire  it,  as  by  admitting  her  into  the  Union  under  her 
present  constitution.  On  ihe  other  liand,  should  Con- 
gress rej-cl  the  consiitution,  utnlcr  the  idea  of  afTording 
the  disalTrcted  In  Kan^ias  a  third  opportunity  to  protiibil 
Slavery  in  the  State,  which  they  might  have  done  twice 
before  If  in  ihe  mnjority,  no  man  can  foretell  the  conse- 
quences. If  Congress,  for  the  sake  of  thorie  men  who  to- 
tu-ed  to  vote  for  delegates  to  the  convention,  when  they 
might  have  excluiled  Slavery  from  Ihe  cinititiiiion,  and 
who  afterward  refused  to  vote  on  the  '21it  of  December, 
when  they  might,  as  they  claim,  have  stricken  Slavery 
from  the  constitution,  shuuld  now  reject  the  Slate  be- 
cause Slavery  remains  in  the  consiitution,  it  Is  manifest 
that  the  agitation  upon  this  dniig-^rous  subject  will  he  re- 
newed in  a  more  alarming  form  than  it  has  ever  yet 
assumed.  Every  patriot  in  the  coiiniry  hail  indulged  the 
hope  that    the    Kaiisas-Xcbr.i.ka  Act    would  have    put  a 
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ft  lal  end  to  tlie  Slavery  agitation,  at  least  in  Consiress, 
w.nch  had  f^r  more  than  twenty  years  convulseil  tlie 
country  and  endangered  tlie  Union.  'Iliis  act  involved 
great  and  fundamental  principles,  and,  if  fairly  carried 
into  effect,  will  settle  the  question,  t^hould  agitation  be 
again  reviveil— should  the  |)eople  of  sister  States  be  again 
estranged  from  eacli  other  witli  more  than  their  former 
bitterness — this  will  arise  from  a  cause,  so  far  as  the  in- 
terests of  Kansas  are  concerned,  more  trifling  and  in- 
significant than  has  ever  stirred  tlie  elements  of  a  great 
people  into  commotion.  To  the  people  of  Kansas,  the 
only  practical  difference  between  admission  or  rejection, 
depends  simply  upi>n  the  fact  wliether  they  c;in  them- 
selves more  speedily  change  tlieir  present  Constitution  if 
it  does  not  accord  with  the  will  of  tlie  majority,  or  frame 
a  second  Constitution  to  be  submitted  to  Congress  liere- 
after. 

Even  if  this  were  a  question  of  mere  expediency  and 
not  of  right,  a  small  difference  of  time  one  way  or  the 
other,  is  not  of  the  least  importance,  when  contrasted 
with  the  evils  which  must  necessarily  result  to  the  whole 
country  from  the  revival  of  the  Slavery  agitation. 

In  considering  this  question,  it  should  never  be  for- 
gotten that  in  proportion,  to  its  insignificance,  let  the 
decision  be  what  it  may,  so  far  as  it  may  affect  a  few 
thousand  inhabitants  of  Kansas,  who  have  from  the  be- 
ginning resisted  the  Constitution  and  the  laws,  for  this 
very  reason  the  rejection  of  the  Constitution  will  be  so 
much  the  more  keenly  felt  by  the  people  of  fourteen 
States  of  the  Union  where  Slavery  is  recognized  under 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States. 

Again  the  speedy  admission  of  Kansas  into  the  Union 
will  restore  peace  and  quiet  to  the  whole  country. 
Already  the  affairs  of  this  Territory  have  engrossed  an 
undue  proportion  of  public  attention.  They  have  sadly 
affected  the  friendly  relations  of  the  people  of  the  States 
with  each  other  and  alarmed  the  fears  of  patriots  for  the 
safety  of  the  Union.  Kansas  once  admitted  into  the 
Union,  the  excitement  becomes  localized  and  would  soon 
die  away  for  want  of  outside  aliment,  and  then  every 
difficulty  could  be  settled  by  the  ballot-box.  Besides, 
and  no  trifling  consideration,  I  shall  then  be  enabled  to 
withdraw  the  troops  from  Kansas,  and  employ  them  on  a 
service  where  they  are  much  needed.  They  have  been 
kept  there  on  the  earnest  importunity  of  Governor 
Walker,  to  maintain  the  existence  of  the  Territorial 
Governmeiit,  and  secure  the  execution  of  the  laws.  He 
considered  at  least  two  thousand  regular  troops,  under 
the  command  of  General  Harney,  were  necessary  for  this 
purpose.  Acting  upon  his  reliable  infoiraation,  I  have 
been  obliged  in  sotue  degree,  to  interfere  with  the  ex- 
pedition to  Utah  in  order  to  keep  down  the  rebellion  in 
Kansas.  This  has  involved  very  heavy  expenses  to  the 
Government.  Kansas  once  admitted,  it  is  believed  there 
will  no  longer  be  occasion  there  for  the  troops. 

1  have  thus  performed  my  duty  on  this  important 
question  under  a  deep  sense  of  my  responsibility  to  God 
and  to  the  country.  My  public  life  will  terminate  in  a 
brief  period,  and  I  have  no  other  object  of  earthly  ambi- 
tion than  to  leave  my  country  in  a  peaceful  and  pros- 
perous condition,  and  to  live  in  the  affections  and 
respect  of  my  countrymen.  The  dark  and  ominous 
clouds  now  impending  over  the  Union  I  conscientiously 
believe  will  be  dissipated  with  honor  to  every  portion  of 
it  by  the  admission  of  Kansas  during  the  present  session 
of  Congress  ;  whereas,  if  she  should  be  rejected,  I  greatly 
fear  these  clouds  will  become  darker  and  more  ominous 
than  any  which  have  ever  yet  threatened  the  Constitu- 
tion and  the  Union.        (Signed)         James  Buchanan. 

The  Lecoinpton  Constitution  contains  a  pro- 
vision on  the  subject  of  Slavery,  as  follows  : 

SLAVERY. 

§  1.  The  right  of  property  is  before  and  higher  than 
any  constitutional  sanction,  and  the  right  of  the  owner 
of  a  slave  to  such  a  slave  and  its  increase  is  the  satne, 
and  is  inviolable,  as  the  right  of  the  owner  of  any  pro- 
perty whatever. 

§  2.  The  Legislature  shall  have  no  power  to  pass  laws 
for  the  emancipation  of  slaves  without  the  consent  of 
their  owners,  or  without  paying  their  owners,  previous 
to  emancipation,  a  full  equivalent  in  money  for  the 
slaves  so  emancipated.  They  shall  have  no  power  to 
prevent  emigrants  to  the  State  from  bringing  with  them 
Euch  persons  as  are  deemed  slaves  by  the  laws  of  any 
one  of  the  United  States  or  Territories  so  long  as  any 
persons  of  the  same  age  or  description  shall  be  continued 
slaves  by  the  laws  of  this  State ;  provided,  that  such 
person  or  slave  be  the  6o?i«_/['(tf<j  property  of  such  emi- 
grant; a.nd  provided,  aUo,  that  laws  may  be  passed  to 
prohibit  the  introduction  of  slaves  into  this  State  who 
have  committed  high  crimes  in  other  States  or  Territories. 


They  shall  have  power  to  permit  the  owners  of  slavef?  to 
emancipate  them,  saving  the  rights  of  creditors,  and 
preventing  them  from  becoming  a  public  charge.  They 
shall  have  power  to  oblige  the  owners  of  slaves  to  trea^ 
them  with  humanity — to  provide  for  their  necessary  fooc 
and  clotiiing — to  abstain  from  all  injuries  to  them, 
extending  to  life  or  limb — and,  in  case  of  neglect  or 
refusal  to  comply  with  the  direction  of  such  laws,  to 
have  such  slave  or  slaves  sold  for  the  benefit  of  the 
owner  or  owner.s, 

§  3.  In  the  prosecution  of  slaves  for  crimes  of  highe  ■ 
grade  than  petit  larceny,  the  Legislatu^-o  shall  have  no 
power  to  deprive  thein  of  an  impartial  trial  by  a  petit 

jui'y- 

§  4.  Any  person  who  shall  dismember  or  deprive  a 
slave  of  life  shall  suffer  such  punishment  as  would  be 
inflicted  in  case  the  like  offense  had  been  committed  on 
a  free  white  person,  and  on  the  like  proof,  except  in  case 
of  insurrection  of  such  slave. 

This  provision,  and  tins  provision  alone,  it 
was  finally  determined  by  a  close  vote  to  sub- 
mit to  the  registered  electors.  For  this  purpose, 
by  the  terms  of  a  schedule  annexed  to  the 
Constitution,  an  election  was  to  be  held  on  the 
21st  of  December.  The  ballots  cast  were  to  be 
indorsed  either  "  Constitution  witii  Slavery,"  or 
•'  Constitution  with  No  Slavery."  Thus  to  have 
the  privilege  of  voting  No  Slavery,  it  was  still 
made  necessary  to  vote  for  the  Constitution, 
beside  which,  all  persons  offering  to  vote  must, 
if  challenged,  "  take  an  oath  to  support  the 
Constitution  if  adopted." 

If  the  number  of  votes  "  for  the  Constitution 
without  Slavery"  should  be  a  majority,  then 
the  schedule  provides,  that  "  The  rights  of 
property  in  slaves  now  in  the  Territory,  shall 
in  no  manner  be  interfered  with."  Making  it 
impossible  to  abolish  Slavery. 

This  schedule,  as  if  with  a  direct  view  of 
superseding  the  Territorial  Legislature  and 
Congressional  delegate  elect,  further  provided 
that  the  Constitution  shall  be  in  force  "after 
its  ratification  by  the  people"  (without  waiting 
for  the  approval  of  Congress)  a  State  election 
to  be  held  on  the  first  Monday  in  Jtinuary, 
1858,  for  the  choice  of  a  Governor,  Lieutenant- 
Governor,  Secretary  of  State,  Auditor,  State 
Treasurer,  and  members  of  the  Legislature,  and 
also  a  member  of  Congress.  It  also  provided 
(as  if  to  deprive  the  Territorial  Legislature  of 
all  power  of  acting)  that  all  laws  in  force  not 
repugnant  to  the  Constitution  shall  continue 
until  altered,  amended  or  repealed  by  a  Legis- 
lature assembled  under  the  provisions  of  this 
Constitution ;  and  that  all  officers,  civil  or 
military,  under  the  authority  of  the  Territory 
of  Kansas,  shall  continue  to  hold  and  exercise 
their  respective  oflices  until  superseded  by  the 
authority  of  the  State :  the  first  meeting  of  the 
State  Legislature  to  take  place  upon  the  issue 
of  a  proclamation  by  the  President  of  the 
Convention,  upon  the  receipt  of  official  infor- 
mation that  Congress  has  admitted  Kansas  into 
the  Union.  A  provision  is  also  inserted  in- 
tended to  prevent  any  amendment  previous  to 
the  year  1864,  and  then  only  upon  the  concur- 
rence of  two-thirds  of  the  members  of  both 
houses,  and  "  a  majority  of  all  the  citizens  of 
the  State." 

LECOMPTON    AND    ENGLISH    BILLS. 

The  following  record  of  the  action  of  Congress 
on  the  admission  of  Kansas  under  the  Leeomp- 
ton  Constitution,  will  be  interesting  for  future 
reference. 
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The  original  bill,  as  it  passed  tlie  Senate 
ander  the  lead  of  Senator  Green  (March  '23, 
1858),  was  as  follows  : 

THB  LECOMPTOS  BILL. 

A  Sill /or  the  AdmUeian  of  the  State  of  Kdnmn  into 
the  i'nion.  presented  in'the  Senate  Oy  Mr.  Green, 
of  MUnonri.  from  the  Committee  on  Territories, 
Febi-iuiry  17,  1S5S. 

Whereaii,  The  people  of  the  Territory  of  Knnfas  dlil. 
hy  a  Convention  of  Deleffates  called  anii  asseinble<l  at 
Lecoinp'ion,  J<eptember  4.  1S5T,  form  for  themselves  a 
Constitution  and  State  Government,  which  said  Conven- 
tion having  asijed  the  admission  of  the  Territory  into 
the  Un^on  as  a  State  on  anequil  footing  with  the  original 
States 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  nome  of  Jiepre-sen- 
tatires  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress 
aimembleJ ,  That  the  State  of  Kansas  shall  be,  and  is 
hereby  declared  to  be,  one  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  and  admitted  into  the  Union  on  an  equal  foot- 
ing Willi  the  orginal  States,  in  all  respects  whatever; 
and  the  said  State  shall  consist  of  all  the  territory  in- 
cluded witliin  the  following  boundaries,  to  wit :  Begin- 
ning at  a  point  on  the  western  boundary  of  the  Stale  of 
Missouri  wiieie  the  tliirty-seventh  parallel  of  laiituile 
crosses  the  same;  thence  west  on  said  parallel  to  tiie 
eastern  boundary  of  New  Mexico ;  thence  north  on  said 
boundary  to  latuude  thirty-eight;  thence  following  said 
boundary  westward  to  the  eastern  boundary  of  the  Terri- 
tory of  Utah,  on  the  summit  of  the  Rocky  Mountains ; 
thence  norlliward  on  said  summit  to  the  fortieth  parallel 
of  latitude  ;  tlience  east  on  said  parallel  to  the  western 
boundary  of  the  State  of  Missouri;  tlience  south  with  the 
westward  boundary  of  said  State,  to  the  place  of  begin- 
ning:   .    .     . 

§  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  State  of 
Kansas  is  admitted  into  the  Union  upon  the  express  con- 
dition that  said  State  shall  never  interfere  with  the 
primary  disposal  of  the  public  lands,  or  with  any  reirula- 
lions  which  Oonsrress  may  find  necessary  for  securing  the 
title  in  said  iauds  to  the  bona  fide  purchasers  and 
grantees  tiiereof,  or  impose  or  levy  any  tax,  assessment, 
or  imposition  of  any  description  whatsoever  upon  them, 
or  other  property  of  the  United  States,  within  the  limits  of 
said  State  ;  and  that  notliing  in  this  act  shall  be  construed 
to  abridge  or  iniringe  any  right  of  the  people  asserted  in 
the  Constitution  of  Kansas,  al  all  times,  to  alter,  reform 
or  abolish  their  form  of  government  in  such  manner  as 
they  may  think  proper.  Congress  hereby  disclaiming  any 
authority  to  intervene  or  declare  the  construction  of  the 
Constitution  of  any  State,  except  to  see  that  it  is  republ.- 
can  in  form  and  not  in  conflict  with  the  Constitution  of 
Uie  United  States ;  and  nothing  in  this  act  shall  be  con- 
strued as  an  assent  by  Congress  to  all  or  to  any  of  the 
propositions  or  claims  contained  in  the  ordinance  an- 
nexed to  the  Constitution  of  the  people  of  Kansas,  nor  to 
deprive  the  saiil  State  of  Kansas  of  the  same  grants 
which  were  contained  in  said  act  of  Congress,  entitled, 
"  An  act  to  authorize  the  people  of  the  Territory  of 
Minnesota  to  form  a  Constitution  and  State  Government, 
preparatory  to  admission  into  the  Union  on  an  equal 
footing  with  the  original  States,"  approved  February  26, 
185.3. 

§  3.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  until  the  next 
general  census  shall  be  taken,  and  an  apportionment  of 
representation  made,  the  State  of  Kansas  shall  be  entitled 
to  one  Representative  in  the  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  United  States. 

The  bill  passed,  33  to  25,  as  follows : 

TBAS — FOR  LECOMPIOX. 

Alabama. — Fitzpatrick,  Clay.  Arkansas. — Sebastian, 
Johnson.  Calikorsia. — Gwin.  Dklawahb. — Bayard. 
Florida. — Millory,  Yul^e.  Gkorgia.— Iverson,  Toombs. 
I.ndiasa. — Fitch,  Bright.  Iowa. — Jones.  Kkntccky. — 
Thompscs.  L<iciitA.SA. — Benjamin,  SlidelL  .Maryland. 
— Pearce,  Kesnedy.  Mississippi — Brown.  Missouri. — 
Green,  Polk.  N'kw-Jerskt. — Wright,  Thomson.  North 
Carolina — Biggs.  PKX>SYLrANiA. — Bigler.  Ruodb 
IslJLnd. — .\llen.  South  Carolina. — Evans,  Hammond. 
Tbssksske. — Johnson.  Texas. — Henderson,  Houston. 
Virginia.— Mason,  Hunter.     Total,  33, 

NAYS — AGAINST  LECOUPTON. 

California. — Broderick.  Connecticut. — Foster, Dixon. 
Illinois. — Doughis,  Trumbull.  Iowa. — Harlan.  Kkn- 
TUCKY. — CaiTTtNDEN.  MAINE. — Fesnenden,  Ifamlin. 
Massachusetts. —  WilJion,  Sumner.  Michigan. — Siu^irt, 
Chandler.  New- Hampshire. —//.lie,  Clark.  Nkw- 
\\ia.\L.— Seward,  King.     Ohio. — Pugh,    Wade.    Rhods 


Island.— 5immon«.  Tknnessek. — Bell.  Vermont.— 
Cotlar,er,  Foot.  Wisconsin. — Durkee,  Doolittle.  To- 
tal, 25. 

.abssnt  or  not  voting. — Messrs.  Bites  (Del.),  Reid 
(N.  C),  Uiivis  (.Mi.),  CameroiUVi.)  Mr.  Cameron  paired 
oH  with  .Mr   Davis. 

Previous  to  taking  this  vote,  Mr.  Crittenden 
moved  a  substitute  for  the  bill,  in  substance, 
that  the  Constitution  be  submitted  to  the  people 
at  once,  and,  if  approved,  the  President  to 
admit  Kansas  by  proclamation.  If  rejected, 
the  people  to  call  a  Convention  and  frame  a 
Constitution.  The  substitute  made  special  pro- 
vision against  frauds  at  the  election. 

This  .substitute  was  lost :  Yeas,  24  ;  Nays,  34. 

On  the  first  of  April,  the  bill  was  taken  up  in 
the  House  and  read  once,  when,  its  .second 
reading  having  been  objected  to  by  Mr.  Gid- 
dings,  the  question  recurred  under  the  rule. 
Shall  the  bill  be  rejected  ?  A  vote  was  taken 
and  resulted.  Yeas,  95  ;  Nays,  137. 

Mr.  Montgomery,  of  Pa.,  offered  as  a  substi- 
tute, with  slight  alterations,  the  bill  which  Mr. 
Crittenden  had  offered  in  the  Senate.  Mr. 
Quitman,  of  Mississippi,  also  offered  a  sub.stitute, 
which  was  the  same  as  the  Senate  bill,  with  the 
omission  of  the  declaratory  clause,  "  that  the 
people  shall  have  the  right  at  all  times  to  alter 
or  amend  the  Constitution  in  such  manner  as 
they  think  proper,"  etc. 

Mr.  Quitman's  substitute  was  lost — Yeas,  72; 
Nays,  ItjO,  the  yeas  being  all  from  the  Slave 
States,  and  Mr.  Montgomery's  was  adopted,  120 
to  112. 

Tiie  Crittenden-Montgomery  substitute,  as  it 
passed  the  House,  was  in  the  following  words: 

§  1.  Be  it  enacted,  etc..  That  the  State  of  Kansas  be, 
and  is  hereby,  admitted  into  the  Union  on  an  equal  foot- 
ing with  the  original  States  in  all  respects  whatever  ;  but 
inasmuch  as  ills  greatly  disputed  whether  the  Constitu- 
tion framed  at  Lecoiiipton  on  the  7th  day  of  November 
last,  and  now  pending  before  Congress,  was  fairly  made, 
or  expressed  the  will  of  the  people  of  Kansas,  this  admis- 
sion of  her  into  the  Union  as  a  »?tate  is  here  declared  to 
be  upon  this  fundamental  condition  precedent,  namely : 
That  the  said  constitutional  instrument  shall  bo  first  sub- 
mitted to  a  vote  of  the  jieople  of  Kansas,  and  assented  to 
by  them,  or  a  majority  of  the  voters,  at  an  election  to  be 
held  for  the  purpose  ;  and  as  soon  as  such  assent  shall  be 
given,  and  duly  made  known,  by  a  majority  of  the  Com- 
missioners herein  appointed,  to  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  he  shall  announce  the  same  by  proclama- 
tion, and  thereafter,  without  any  further  proceedings  on 
the  part  of  Congress,  the  admission  of  the  said  State  of 
Kansas  into  the  Union  upon  an  equal  footing  with  the 
original  States,  in  all  respects  whatever,  sha'l  he  complete 
and  absolute.  At  the  said  election  the  voting  shall  be  by 
ballot,  and  by  indorsing  on  his  ballot  as  each  voter  may 
please,  '■  for  the  Constitution,"  or  "  against  the  Constitu- 
tion." Should  tiie  said  Constitution  be  rejected  at  the 
said  election  by  a  majority  of  votes  being  cast  against  it, 
then,  and  in  that  event,  the  inhabitants  of  said  Territory 
are  hereby  authorized  and  empowered  to  form  for  them- 
selves a  Constitution  and  State  Government  by  the  namo 
cf  the  Slate  of  Kansas,  according  to  the  Federal  Con- 
stitution, and  to  that  end  may  ekct  delegates  to  a  con- 
yeniion  as  hereinafter  provided. 

§  2.  Aiul  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  said  State  of 
Kansas  shall  have  concurrent  jurisdiction  on  the  Missouri 
and  all  other  rivers  and  waters  bordering  on  the  said  State 
of  Kansas,  so  far  as  the  same  shall  form  a  common  bound- 
ary to  s:i!d  State  and  any  other  State  or  States  now  or 
hereafter  to  be  formed  or  bounded  by  the  same ;  ;.nd 
Said  rivers  and  waters,  and  all  the  navigable  waters  of 
said  State,  shall  be  common  highways  and  f 'rever  free, 
as  Well  to  the  inliabitants  of  said  Sitite  as  to  all  otiier  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States,  without  any  tax,  duty,  impost, 
or  toll  iherefor. 

§  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  for  the  purpose 
of  insuring,  as  far  as  possible,  'hat  tlie  elections  author- 
ized by  Ihls  act  may  be  f.iir  and  free,  the  Governor  and 
the  Sicretary  of  the  Territory  of  Kaasa.s,  and  the  presid- 
ing offioers  of  the  two  brandies  of  its  Legislature,  namely 
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tlie  President  of  the  Council  and  Speaker  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  are  heiel)y  constituted  a  board  of  com- 
iiiissioners  to  carry  into  effect  the  provisions  of  tliis  act, 
and  to  use  all  the  means  necessary  and  proper  to  that 
end.  Any  three  of  them  shall  constitute  a  Board  ;  and 
tiie  hoard  shall  have  power  and  authority,  in  respect  to 
eacli  and  all  of  the  elections  hereby  authorized  or  pro- 
vided for,  to  designate  and  establish  precincts  for  voting, 
or  to  adopt  those  already  established  ;  to  cause  polls  to 
he  oi>ened  at  such  places  as  it  may  deem  proper  in  the  re- 
speciive  counties  and  election  precincts  of  said  Territory; 
t  I  ajipoint,  as  judges  of  election  at  each  of  the  several 
places  of  voting,  three  discreet  and  respectable  persons, 
uny  two  ofwlioui  shall  be  competent  to  act ;  1o  require  the 
SuerilTi  of  the  several  counties,  by  themselves  or  deputies, 
to  attend  tliejudges  at  each  of  the  places  of  voting,  for 
ihe  purpose  of  preserving  peace  and  good  order,  or  the 
Said  lioard  may,  in>tead  of  said  Sheriffs  and  their  deputies, 
appoint,  at  their  discretion,  and  in  such  instances  as  they 
may  choose,  other  fit  persons  for  the  same  purpose  ;  and 
when  the  purpose  of  the  election  is  to  elect  delegates  to  a 
Convention  to  form  a  Constitution,  as  hereinbefore  pro- 
vided for,  the  number  of  delegates  shall  be  sixty,  and 
they  shall  be  apportioned  by  said  Board  among  the 
several  counties  of  said  Territory,  accordingto  the  num- 
ber of  voters  ;  and  in  making  this  apportionment,  the 
Board  may  join  two  or  more  counties  together  to  make 
an  election  or  representative  district,  where  neither  of 
the  said  counties  has  the  requisite  number  of  voters  to 
entitle  it  to  a  delegate,  or  to  join  a  smaller  to  a  larger 
county  having  a  surplus  population,  where  it  may  serve 
to  equalize  the  representation.  The  elections  hereby 
authorized  shall  continue  one  day  only,  and  shall  not  be 
continued  later  than  sundown  on  that  day.  The  said 
Board  shall  appoint  the  day  of  election  for  each  of  the 
elections  hereby  authorized,  as  the  same  may  become 
necessary.  The  said  Governor  shall  announce,  by  pro- 
clamation, the  day  appointed  for  any  one  of  said  elections, 
and  tlie  day  shall  be  as  early  a  one  as  is  consistent  with 
due  notice  thereof  to  the  people  of  said  Territory,  subject 
to  the  provisions  of  this  act.  The  said  Board  shall  have 
full  power  to  prescribe  the  time,  manner  and  places  of 
each  of  said  elections,  and  to  direct  the  time  and  manner 
of  the  returns  thereof,  which  returns  shall  be  made  to  the 
said  Board,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  announce  the  result 
by  proclamation,  and  to  appoint  therein  as  early  a  day 
as  practicable  for  the  delegates  elected  (where  the  election 
has  been  for  delegates)  to  assemble  in  Convention  at  the 
seat  of  Government  of  said  Territory.  When  so  assembled, 
the  Convention  shall  first  determine,  by  a  vote,  whether 
it  is  the  wish  of  tlie  proposed  State  to  be  admitted  into  the 
Union  at  that  time ;  and  if  so,  shall  proceed  to  form  a 
Constitution,  and  take  all  necessary  steps  for  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  Stale  Government,  in  conformity  with  the 
Federal  Constitution,  subject  to  the  ajiproval  and  ratifica- 
tion of  the  people  of  the  proposed  State.  And  tlie  said 
Convention  shall  accordingly  provide  for  its  submission 
to  the  vote  of  the  people  for  approval  or  rejection  ;  and 
if  the  majority  of  votes  shall  be  given  for  the  Constitution 
so  framed  as  aforesaid,  the  Governor  of  the  Territury 
shall,  within  twenty  days  after  the  result  is  known,  notify 
the  President  of  the  United  States  of  the  same.  And 
thereupon  the  President  shall  announce  the  same  by  pro- 
clamaiion,  and  thereafter,  and  witliout  any  further  pro- 
ceedings whatever  on  the  part  of  Congress,  the  admission 
of  the  said  State  of  Kansas  into  the  Union,  upon  an  equal 
footing  with  the  original  States  in  all  respects  whatever, 
shall  be  complete  and  absolute. 

§  4.  And  he  it  farther  enacted.  That  in  the  elections 
hereby  authorized,  all  while  male  inhabitants  of  said  Ter- 
ritory over  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  who  are  legal 
voters  under  the  laws  of  the  Territory  of  ICansas,  and 
none  olhers,  shall  be  allowed  to  vote;  and  this  shall  be 
the  only  qualification  required  to  entitle  the  voter  to  the 
right  of  suffrage  in  said  elections.  And  if  any  person  not 
80  qualified  shall  vote  or  offer  to  vote,  or  if  any  person 
shall  vote  more  than  once  at  either  of  said  elections,  or 
shall  make,  or  cause  to  be  made,  any  false,  fictitious  or 
fraudulent  returns,  or  shall  alter  or  change  any  returns 
of  eitlier  of  said  elections,  such  person  shall,  upon  convic- 
tion thereof  before  any  court  of  competent  jurisdiction,  be 
kept  at  hard  lab'ir  not  less  than  six  months,  and  not 
more  than  three  years. 

§  5.  And  be  it  farther  enacted.  That  the  members  of 
the  aforesaid  Board  of  Commissioners,  and  all  persons 
appointed  by  them  to  carry  into  effect  the  provisions  of 
this  act,  shall,  before  entering  upon  their  duties,  take  an 
oath  to  perforin  faithfully  the  duties  of  their  respective 
offices;  and  on  failure  thereof,  they  shall  be  liable  and 
subject  to  the  same  charges  and  penalties  as  are  provided 

n  like  cases  under  the  Territorial  laws. 

_  §  6.  And  he  it  farther  enacted,  That  the  officers  men- 
tioned in  the  preceding  section  shall  receive  for  their  ser- 


Tices  the  same  compensation  as  is  given  for  like  servicea 
under  the  Territorial  laws. 

§  T.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  the  said  State  of 
Kansas,  when  her  admission  as  a  State  becomes  complete 
and  absolute,  shall  be  entitled  to  one  member  in  the 
House  of  Kejiresentatives,  in  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States,  till  the  next  census  be  taken  by  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment. 

§8,  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  tlie  following 
propositions  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby  offered  to  the 
said  people  of  Kansas  for  their  free  acceptance  or  rejec- 
tion, which,  if  accepted,  shall  be  obligatory  on  the  United 
States  and  upon  the  fiaid  State  of  Kansas,  to  wit  :  Fimt, 
That  the  sections  numbered  sixteen  and  tliii'y-si.\  in 
every  township  of  public  lands  in  said  ttate,  a^^d  where 
either  of  said  sections,  or  any  part  thereof  has  liei-n  sold 
or  otherwise  disposed  of,  other  lands  equivalent  thereto, 
and  as  contiguous  as  may  be,  shall  be  granted  to  said 
State  for  the  use  of  schools.  Second,  That  seventy-two 
sections  of  land  shall  be  set  apart  and  reserved  for  the 
use  and  support  of  a  State  University,  to  be  selected  by 
the  Governor  of  said  State,  subject  to  the  approval  of 
the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  and  to  be 
appropriated  and  applied  in  such  manner  as  the  Legis- 
lature of  said  State  may  prescribe  for  the  purpose  afore- 
said, but  for  no  other  purposes.  Third,  That  ten  entire 
sections  of  land,  to  be  selected  by  the  Governor  of  said 
State,  in  legal  subdivisions,  shall  be  granted  to  said  State 
for  the  pu:pose  of  completing  the  public  buildings,  or  for 
the  erection  of  others  at  the  seat  of  government,  under 
the  direction  of  the  Legislature  thereof.  Fourth,  That 
all  salt  springs  within  said  State,  not  exceeding  twelve  in 
number,  with  six  sections  of  land  adjoining,  or  as  contigu- 
ous as  may  be  to  each,  shall  be  granted  to  said  State  for 
its  use  ;  the  same  to  be  selected  by  the  Governor  thereof 
within  one  year  after  the  admission  of  said  State,  and 
when  so  selected,  to  be  used  or  disposed  of  on  such 
terms,  conditions  and  regulations  as  the  Legislature  shall 
direct  :  Provided,  That  no  salt  springs  or  land  the  right 
whereof  is  now  vested  in  any  individual  or  individuals, 
or  which  may  be  hereafter  be  confirmed  or  adjudged  to 
any  individual  or  individuals,  shall  by  this  art.cle  be 
granted  to  said  State.  Fifth,  That  five  per  centum  of 
the  net  proceeds  of  sales  oif  all  public  lands  lying  within 
said  States,  which  shall  be  sold  by  Congress  after  the  ad- 
mission of  said  State  into  the  Union,  after  deducting  all 
the  expenses  incident  to  the  same,  shall  be  paid  to  said 
State,  lor  the  purpose  of  making  public  roads  and  inter- 
nal improvements,  as  the  Legislature  shall  direct :  Pro- 
■Dided,  The  foregoing  propositions  hereinbefore  offered 
are  on  the  condition  that  the  people  of  Kansas  shall  pro- 
vide, by  an  ordinance,  irrevocable  without  the  consent 
of  the  United  States,  that  said  State  shall  never  interfere 
with  the  primary  disposal  of  the  soil  within  the  same,  by 
the  United  States,  or  with  any  regulations  C  ngress  may 
f.nd  necessary  for  securing  the  title  in  said  soil  to  bona 
fide  purchasers  thereof,  and  that  no  tax  shall  be  imposed 
on  lands  belonging  to  the  United  States,  and  that  in  no 
ease  shall  non-resident  proprietors  be  taxed  higher  than 
resident's.  Sixth:  And  that  ihe  said  S  ate  shall  never 
tax  the  land*  nr  the  property  of  the  L^nited  States  in  that 
State:  Provided  however.  That  nothing  in  this  act  of 
admission  shall  be  so  construed  as  to  ratify  or  accept  t\e 
ordinance  attached  to  said  Constitution  ;  but  said  ordi- 
nance is  hereby  rejected  by  the  Government  of  the  Uni- 
ted States. 

The  following  arc  the  Yeas  and  Nays : 

YEAS — TO   A.MESD   OR   SCBSTITDTE. 

California. — McKibbin — 1. 

Connecticut. — Clark,  Dean — 2. 

Illinois. — Elihu  Waahburne.  Fornsworth,  Lovejoy, 
Kellogg,  Morris,  Harris,  Shaw,  Uobert  Smith,  Sam.  8. 
Marshall— 9. 

Indiana.— English,  '^o\sj,Kilgore,3.  G.  Davis,  Wllso^i, 
ColfacR,  Case,  Pettit—8. 

Iowa. — Curtis,  T.  Davis — 2. 

Kentucky. — Undkrwood,  Humphrey  Marshall — 2 . 

Maine.—  Wood,  Gilman,  Abbott,  Morse,  I.  WasTir 
hurne,  Foster — 6. 

M  AKVLAND. — UiCAUD,  J.  M.  HARRIS,  H.WlNTER  DAVIS — 8. 

Massachusetts.— //a'/,  Buffinion,  DamrcU,  Comins, 
Burlingame,  Davis,  Gooch,  Knapp,  Thayer,  Chaffee, 
Dawes— W. 

MicmGkit.—IToward,Waldron,  Walbridge,  Leach^A. 

MissouRL — Blair — 1. 

New-Hampshire.— Pt<t^,  Tappan,  Cragiitr—S. 
I     New-Jersey. —CTau'«ow,  Bobbins,  Adraiu — 3. 
I     North  Carolina.— Gilmkr—1. 

New-York.— Haskin,  H.  F.  Clark,  Murray,  Thompson, 
,  Qlin,  Dodd,  Palmer,  Spinner,  Clark  B.  Cochrane, 
'  JUjrse,  Matteson,  Bennett,  Good-win,  Hoard,  Granger 
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Sforgan,  Pottle,  Parl-er,  KeUey,  Andrews,  Sherman, 
Burroughi>,  Feiiton — iS. 

Ouio.— Pendleton,  Groesbeck,  Campbell,  Ji'ichols, 
Mod,  Cockerill,  Harlan,  Stanton,  lla.l,  Ilorton,  Cox, 
Sharnutn,  ElUo,  Tcimpkiiu,  Lawrence,  Ldter,  WaUe, 
Gi^lilingx,  liimjham — 19. 

Pennsvlva.ma.— A'.  J.  J/orns,  Owen  Jones,  Hickman, 
I!<j/>ert.s,  Kunhel,  Grow,  Edi^,  Covode,  Montgomery, 
/Ritchie,  Ptirinance,  Stewart,  Dirk,  Chapman. — 14 

KiioDK  Island.— Z>ii/-/<'tf,  Bra>jton—'2. 

\' VMHOSt.— Walton,  Morrill,  JCoijce—S. 

\V[:>cossi}i.— Potter,  C.  0.  \Vashl/u/-ne,  Billinghurst— 
K.— Total,  120. 

NATS. 

Alabama.— Stallwoith,  Shorter,  Dowdell,  Moore,  Hous- 
ton, Col)b,  Curry — 7. 

Ak KANSAS.— Greenwood,  Warren — 2. 

California.— Scott — 1. 

C'JNNi-CTiCL-T. — Arnold,  Bishop — 2. 

Delawari--.- Whiteley — 1. 

Florida,— Hawkins— 1. 

GKOhGii.— Seward,  Crawford,  Trippk,  Gartrell,  Wright, 
Jackson,  Hill,  Stephens — S. 

LsDLiNA  — Niblack,  Hughes,  Gregg — 3. 

KtNTccKV.— Burnett,  Peyton,  Talbott,  Jewett,  Elliott, 
C!ay,  Mason,  Stevenson — S. 

Louisiana.- EcsTis,  Taylor,  Daridson,  Sandidge— 4. 

Maryland.— Stewart,  Kuiikel,  Bowie- 3. 

MissocRL— Akdbrsos,  Clark,  Craig,  WoonsoN,  Phelps 
— 5. 

Mississippi.— Lamar,  R.  Davis,  Barksdaie,  Singleton, 
Quitman — 5. 

New-Jersev.— Huyler,  Wortendyke— 2. 

North  Carolina.— Shaw,  KuflJn,  Winslow,  Branch, 
Scales,  Craige,  Clingman — 7. 

New  YOKK.— Searing,  Taylor,  Sickles,  Kelly,  Maclay, 
John  Cochrane,  Ward,  Russell,  Corning,  Hatch — 10. 

Ohio.— Miller,  Burns— 2. 

Pen.ssylvania.— Florence,  Landy,  Phillips,  Glancv 
Jones,  Leidy,  Uimmick,  White,  Ahl,  Gillis,  Reilly,  De- 
wart— 11. 

South  Carolisa.— McQueen,  MUes,  Keitt,  Bonham, 
Boyce— 5. 

ThNNKSSEK— Watkins,  Matsard,  S.  A.  Smith,  Savage, 
Keadv,  Jones,  Wright,  Zollicoffer,  Atkins,  Avery — 10. 

Texas.— Bryan,  Keagan— 2. 

Virginia.— Garnet,  Millson,  Caskie,  Goode,  Bocock, 
Powell,  Smith,  Faulkner,  Letcher,  Clemens,  Jenkins,  Ed- 
mundson  Hopkins— 13.     Total,  112. 

-i^itftt— Caruthers  (Mo  ) 

rkcapitdlation. 
Yeas. 

Republicans,  92  ;  Democrats,  22  ;  Americans,  6.    Total 

yays. 
Democrats,  104  ;  Americans,  8.    Total— 112. 

The  bill  having  been  returned  to  the  Senate 
on  the  .second  day  of  April,  Mr.  Green  moved 
to  disagree  to  the  House  amendment  which 
motion  was  adopted :  Yeas,  34,  Nays,  22. 

The  following  are  the  Nays  : 

Messrs.  Broderick,  Cameron,  Chandler.  Clark,  Col- 
lamer,  Crittenden,  Dixon,  Doolittle,  Douglas,  Fessenden, 
foot,  Foster,  Hale,  Hamlin,  Harlan,  King,  Seward,  Sim- 
mons, Stuart,  Trumbull,  Wade,  AVilson. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives,  on  the  7th 
of  April,  Mr.  Montgomery,  of  Pennsylvania, 
moved  that  the  House  adhere  to  its  amend- 
ment, which  motion  was  carried,  Yea.«,  119, 
Nays  111 — the  vote  being  the  same  as  on  the 
adoption  of  the  amendment,  with  the  exception 
of  Messrs.  Marshall  and  liowie,  who  paired  off 
and  did  not  vote. 

_  On  the  13th  of  April,  the  Senate  voted  to  in- 
sist and  ask  for  a  conference  committee,  Yeas, 
:iO,  Nays,  24— the  Nays  being  the  same  as  the 
Nays  on  Mr.  Green's  motion  to  disagree,  with 
the  addition  of  Messrs.  Bell  and  Sumner.  On 
the  following  day,  the  H;u.?e  received  a  mes- 
sage from  the  Senate  insisting  on  its  disagree- 
ment and  asking  a  committee  of  conference, 
wlien  Mr.  .Montgomery,  of  Pa.,  moved  that  the 
House  insist  on  its  adherence,  ou  which  he  d? 


mandcd  the  previous  question.  The  call  for  the 
previous  question  was  lost  by  the  casting  vote 
of  the  Speaker :  108  to  108.  Very  much  to 
the  surprise  of  the  House,  Mr.  English,  of  Indi- 
ana, who  had  acted  with  the  Anti-Lecompton 
party  up  to  this  time,  moved  that  tlie  House 
agree  to  a  Conference  Committee,  and  that  a 
committee  of  three  be  appointed  by  the 
Speaker  to  meet  a  similar  committee  of  the 
Senate,  and  on  this  he  called  for  the  previous 
question,  which  was  ordered.  The  Yeas  and 
^ays  were  called,  and  the  vote  stood  loS  to 
lUS:  the  Speaker  voting  in  the  affirmative,  Mr. 
English's  proposition  was  agreed  to.  The  Yeas 
and  Nays  were  as  follows  : 

Yeas— Messrs  Ahl,  Anderson,  Atkins,  Avery,  Barks- 
dale,  Bishop,  Bocock,  Bonham,  Bowie,  Boyce,  'Branch, 
Bryan,  Burnett,  Burns,  Caruthers,  Caskie,  Clark  (.Mo.), 
Clay,  Clemens,  Cl.ngman,  Cobb,  John  Cochrane,  Crai;; 
(.Mo  ),  Craige  (.\.  C.  ■,  Crawford,  Curry,  Davidson,  Davis 
(Miss.),  Dewart,  Dowdell,  Ednjundson,  Elliot,  English, 
Eustis,  Faulkner,  Florence,  Garnett,  Gartrell,  Goode, 
Greenwood,  Gregg,  JJcill  (Ohio),  Hatch,  Hawkins,  Hill, 
Hopkins,  Houston,  Hughes,  Jackson,  Jenkns,  Jewett, 
Jones  (Tenn.),  J.  Glancy  Jones,  Oicen  Jones,  Keitt, 
Kelly,  Kunkel  (.Md.),  Lamar,  Landy,  Leidy,  Letcher, 
Maclay,  McQueen,  .Mason,  Maynard,  .Mile.-*,  .Miller,  Mill- 
son,  Moore,  Niblack,  Orr,  PendUtm,  Peyton,  Phelps, 
Phillips,  Powell,  Quitman,  Ready,  Keagan,  Kuffin,  Rus- 
sell. Sandidge,  Savage,  Scales,  Scolt,  ^earin^',  Seward, 
Shaw  (X.  C.I,  Shortei,  Singleton,  Smith  (Teun.),  Smith 
(Va  ),  Stallwo  th,  Stephens,  Stevenson,  Stewart  (.Md. ), 
Talbott,  Taylor  (X.  Y.),  Tiippe,  Ward,  Warren.  Watkins, 
White,  Winslow,  Woodson,  Wortendyke,  Wright  (Ga  ), 
Wright  (Teun.  i,  Zollicoffer— 109. 

[Tlie  four  in  italics  had  hitherto  voted  ant!-Lecomp- 
ton.] 

Nats.— Messrs.  Abbott,  Andrews,  Bennett,  Billinphurst, 
Bingham,  Blair,  Bliss,  Brayton,  Buffinton,  Burlinirame, 
Burroughs,  Campbell,  Case,  Chaffee,  Cliapmiin,  I'lark 
Conn.),  Clark  (X.  Y.),  Clawson,  Cockeiill,  Colfax,  Com- 
ins,  Covode,  Cox,  Cragin,  Curtis,  Damrell,  Davis  iMd.), 
Davis  (Ind.),  Davis  (.Mas.-!.),  Davis  (Iowa,,  Dawes,  Dean, 
Dick,  Dodd,  Durfee,  Edie,  Favnswortli,  Fenton,  Foley, 
Foster,  Giddings,  (iilman,  Gooch,  Goodwin,  Granger, 
Groesbeck;  Grow,  Hall  (.Ma.^s.i,  Harlan.  Harris  (.Md  ), 
Harris,  (111.),  HasUin,  Hickman,  Hoa:d,  Ho  tin,  Howard, 
Kellogg,  Kelsey,  Knapp,  Lawrence,  Leiter,  Lovejoy,  Mar- 
shall t,Ky.)  Marshall  (Ill.\  Matteson,  .Montgoine  y,  Mor- 
gan, Morrill,  Morris  (Penn,)  Morris  (lll.l,  .Morse  (Me.), 
-Morse  (X.  Y),  Mott,  Murray,  Nichols,  Palmer,  Pett  t. 
Pike,  Potter,  Pottle,  Purviance,  Kicaud,  R  tchie,  Rob- 
bins,  Royce,  Shaw  (111.),  Sherman  (Ohio',  Sherman 
(X.  Y.),  Sniiih  (M.),  Spinner,  Stanton,  Stewart  (Penn.), 
Tappan,  Tliompson,  Tompkins,  Underwood,  Wade,  Wal- 
bridge,  Waldron,  Walton,  >Vashburne  (IlL),  Wasiiburne 
(Me),  Wilson,  Wood— lOS. 

The  following,  not  voting,  had  paired  o'S: 

.\drain  with  Huyler,  Dimmick  with  McKibbin,  Gill's 
with  Roberto,  Cla  k  B.  Cochrane  with  Sickles,  Reilly 
with  Thayer,  Taylor  (La.)  with  Kunkel  (Pa.),  Wash- 
hurne  (Wis.)  with  Arnold,  Olin  with  Corning.  Wliito- 
ley,  absent. 

The  Committoo  of  Conference  was  composed 
of  Messrs.  Jamfs  S.  Green,  (Mo.),  Robert  .M.  T. 
Himter,  (Va  ),  and  William  H.  Seward,  (N.  Y  ), 
of  the  Senate ;  and  Messrs.  William  II.  English, 
(Ind.),  Alexander  H  Stephen.*,  (Ga.>,  and  Wil- 
liam A.  Howard,  (Mich.),  on  the  part  of  the 
House. 

On  the  2.3d  of  April,  the  Committee  made 
their  report  (susceptible  of  various  interpreta- 
tions), Messrs.  Seward  of  the  Senate,  and  How- 
ard, of  the  House,  dissenting.  After  a  running 
dght  of  a  week  between  the  friends  and  oppo- 
nents of  the  new  scheme,  on  the  .30th  of  April, 
the  report  of  the  Committee  was  adopted  by 
both  branches  of  Congress.     It  was  as  follows : 


An  Act  for  the  Admission  of  the  State  of  Kansas 
intiithe  Union. — Whereas,  the  people  of  the  Territory 
of  Kansas  did,  by  a  convention  of  delegates  assembled 
at  Lecompton  on  the  7th  day  of  .Nov.,  1657,  for  that  pur- 
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pose,  form  for  themselves  a  constitution  and  State 
government,  which  constitution  is  republican ;  and 
whereas,  at  the  same  time  and  place,  said  convention 
did  adopt  an  ordinance,  wliich  said  ordinance  asserts 
that  Kansas,  wlien  admitted  as  a  State,  will  have  an  un- 
doubted right  to  tax  the  lands  within  her  limits  belong- 
ing to  the  United  States,  and  proposes  to  relinquish  said 
asserted  right  if  certain  conditions  set  forth  in  said  or- 
dinance be  accepted  and  agieed  to  by  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States  ;  and  whereas,  tlie  said  constitution 
and  ordinance  have  been  presented  to  Congress  by  order 
of  said  convention,  and  admission  of  said  Territory  into 
the  Union  thereon  as  a  State  requested ;  and  whereas, 
said  ordinance  is  not  acceptable  to  Congress,  and  it  is 
desirable  to  ascertain  whether  the  people  of  Kansas 
concur  in  the  changes  in  said  ordinance,  hereinafter 
Stated,  and  desire  admission  into  the  Union  as  a  State 
as  herein  proposed:  Therefore, 

Be  a  enacted,  etc..  That  the  State  of  Kansas  be,  and 
is  hereby  admitted  into  the  Union  on  an  equal  footing 
with  tlie  original  States,  in  all  respects  whatever,  but 
upon  this  fundamental  condition  precedent,  namely  : 
Tliat  the  question  of  admission  with  the  following  pro- 
positiijn,  in  lieu  of  the  ordinance  framed  at  Lecompton, 
be  submitted  to  a  vote  of  the  people  of  Kansas,  and 
assented  to  by  them  or  a  majority  of  the  voters  voting 
at  an  election  to  be  held  for  that,  purpose,  namely  : 
Tnat  the  following  propositions  be,  and  the  same  are 
hereby  oll'ered  to  the  people  of  Kansas  for  acceptance 
or  rejection,  which,  if  accepted,  shall  be  obligatory  on 
the  United  States  and  upon  the  said  State  of  Kansas,  to 
wit :  First,  That  sections  mumber  sixteen  and  thirty- 
six  in  every  township  of  public  lands  in  said  State,  or 
where  either  of  said  sections  or  any  part  thereof  has 
been  sold  or  otherwise  disposed  of,  other  lands  equiva- 
lent thereto,  and  as  contiguous  as  may  be,  shall  be 
granted  to  said  State  for  the  use  of  schools.  Second, 
That  seventy-two  sections  of  land  shall  be  set  apart  and 
reserved  for  the  support  of  a  State  University,  to  be 
selected  by  the  Governor  of  said  State,  subject  to  the 
approval  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  General  Land- 
Olifice,  and  to  be  appropriated  and  applied  in  such  man- 
ner as  the  legislature  of  said  State  may  prescribe  for 
the  purpose  aforesaid,  but  for  no  other  puipose.  Third, 
Tliat  ten  entire  sections  of  land,  to  be  selected  by  the 
Governor  of  said  State,  in  legal  subdivisions,  shall  be 
granted  to  said  State  for  the  purpose  of  completing  the 
public  buildings,  or  for  the  erection  of  otheis  at  the  seat 
of  government,  under  the  d  rection  of  the  legislature 
thereof.  Fourth,  That  all  salt  springs  within  said  State, 
not  exceeding  twelve  in  number,  with  six  sections  of 
land  adjoining,  or  as  contiguous  as  may  be  to  each, 
shall  be  granted  to  said  State  for  its  use,  the  same  to  be 
selected  by  the  Governor  thereof,  within  one  year  after 
the  admission  of  said  State;  and,  when  so  selected,  to  be 
used  or  disposed  of  on  such  terms,  conditions  and  regu- 
lations as  the  legislature  may  direct :  I'ravided,  That 
no  salt  spring  or  land,  the  right  whereof  is  now  vested 
in  any  individual  or  individuals,  or  which  may  hereafter 
be  confirmed  or  adjudged  to  any  individual  or  indivi- 
duals, shall  by  this  article  be  granted  to  said  State. 
Fifth,  That  five  per  centum  of  the  net  proceeds  of  sales 
of  all  public  lands  l.ving  within  said  State  which  shall  be 
Bold  by  Congress  after  the  admission  of  said  State  into 
the  Union,  after  deducting  all  the  expenses  incident  to 
the  same,  .-:hall  be  paid  to  said  State  for  the  purpose  of 
making  public  roads  and  internal  improvements,  as  the 
legislature  shall  direct :  Provided,  The  foregoing  pro- 
positions herein  otfered  are  on  the  condition  that  said 
State  of  Kansas  shall  never  interfere  with  the  primary 
disposal  of  the  lands  of  the  United  States,  or  with  any 
regulations  wliicli  Congress  may  find  necessary  for 
securing  the  title  in  said  soil  to  bona  flde  purchasers 
thereof,  and  that  no  tax  shall  be  im|)Osed  on  lands  be- 
longing to  the  United  States,  and  that  in  no  case  shall 
non-resident  i)roprietors  be  taxed  higher  than  residents. 
ijixtli.  And  that  said  State  shall  never  tax  the  lands  or 
property  of  the  United  States  in  that  State. 

At  the  said  election  the  voting  shall  be  by  ballot,  and  by 
Indorsing  on  hid  ballot,  as  each  voter  may  be  pleased, 
"Proposition  accejited,"  or  "Proposition  rejected." 
Should  a  majority  of  the  votes  cast  be  for  "  Proposition  ac- 
cepteil,"  the  President  of  the  United  States,  as  soon  as  the 
fact  is  duly  made  known  to  him,  shall  announce  the  same 
by  ])roclamation ;  and  thereafter,  and  without  any  further 
proceedings  on  the  part  of  Congress,  the  admission  of  the 
State  of  Kansas  into  the  Union  upon  an  equal  footing  with 
tile  original  States  in  all  respects  whatever  shall  be  com- 
plete and  absolute;  and  said  State  shall  be  entitled  to  one 
member  in  the  House  of  llepresentatives  in  the  Congress 
of  tiie  United  States  until  the  next  census  be  taken  by  the 
fedora!  Government.  But  should  a  majority  of  the  votes 
cast  be  for  "  Proposition  rejected,"  it  shall  be  deemed  and 


held  that  the  people  of  Kansas  do  not  desire  admission  into 
the  Union  with  said  Constitution  under  the  conditions  set 
forth  in  said  proposition  :  and  in  that  event  the  people  of 
said  Territory  are  hereby  authorized  and  empowered  to 
form  for  themselves  a  Constitution  and  State  Government, 
by  the  name  of  the  State  of  Kansas,  according  to  the  Fed- 
eral Constitution,  and  may  elect  delegates  for  that  purpose 
whenever,  and  not  befete,  it  is  ascertained  by  a  census 
duly  and  legally  taken,  that  the  population  of  said  Terri- 
tory equals  or  exceeds  the  ratio  of  representation  required 
for  a  member  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  tlie  Con- 
gress of  the  United  States  ;  and  whenever  thereafter  such 
delegates  shall  assemble  in  Convention,  they  shall  first  de- 
termine by  a  vote  whether  it  is  the  wish  of  the  peojde  of 
the  proposed  State  to  be  admitted  into  the  Union  at  that 
time  ;  and,  if  so,  shall  proceed  to  form  a  Constitution,  and 
take  all  necessary  steps  for  the  establishment  of  a  State 
Government,  in  conformity  with  the  Federal  Constitution, 
subject  to  suchlimitations  and  restrictions  as  to  the  mode  and 
manner  of  its  approval  or  ratification  by  the  people  of  the 
proposed  State  as  they  may  have  prescribed  by  law,  and 
shall  be  entitled  to  admission  into  the  Union  as  a  State  un- 
der such  Constitution,  thus  fairly  and  legally  made,  with  or 
without  Slavery,  as  said  Constitution  may  prescribe. 

§  2.  And  he  it  further  e>iaeted.  That  for  the  pur- 
pose of  insuring,  as  far  as  possible,  that  the  elections  au  ■ 
thorized  by  this  act  may  be  fair  and  free,  the  Governor, 
United  States  District  Attorney,  and  Secretary  of  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Kansas,  and  the  presiding  officers  of  the  two 
branches  of  its  Legislature,  namely,  the  President  of  the 
Council  and  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
are  hereby  constituted  a  board  of  Commissioners  to  carry 
into  effect  the  provisions  of  this  act,  and  to  use  all  the 
means  necessary  and  proper  to  that  end.  And  three  of 
them  shall  constitute  a  board ;  and  the  board  shall  have 
power  and  authority  to  designate  and  establish  precincts 
for  voting  or  to  adopt  those  already  established  ;  to  cause 
polls  to  be  opened  at  such  places  as  it  may  deem  proper  in 
the  respective  counties  and  election  precincts  of  said  Ter- 
ritory ;  to  appoint  as  judges  of  election  at  each  of  the 
several  places  of  voting,  three  discreet  and  respectable 
persons,  any  two  of  whom  shall  be  competent  to  act ;  to 
require  the  sherifl's  of  the  several  counties,  by  themselves 
or  deputies,  to  attend  the  judges  at  each  of  the  jilaces  of 
voting,  for  the  purpose  of  preserving  peace  and  good  or- 
der ;  or  the  said  board  may,  instead  of  said  sherill's  and 
their  deputies,  appoint  at  tlieir  discretion,  and  in  such  in 
stances  as  they  may  choose,  other  fit  persons  for  thesami 
purpose.  The  election  hereby  authorized  shall  continut 
one  day  only,  and  shall  not  be  continued  later  than  sun 
down  on  that  day.  The  said  board  shall  appoint  the  daj 
for  holding  said  election,  and  the  said  Governor  shall  au 
nounce  the  same  by  proclamation  ;  and  the  day  shall  be 
as  early  a  one  as  is  consistent  with  due  notice  thereof  to 
the  people  of  said  Territory,  subject  to  the  provisions  of 
(his  act.  The  said  board  shall  have  full  power  to  prescribe 
the  time,  manner,  and  place  of  said  election,  and  to  direct 
the  time  (within)  which  returns  shall  be  made  to  the  said 
board,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  announce  the  result  by 
proclamation,  and  the  said  Governor  shall  certify  the  same 
to  the  President  of  the  United  States  without  delay. 

§3.  And,  be  it  further  enacted.  That  in  the  election 
hereby  authorized,  all  white  male  inhabitants  of  said  Ter- 
ritory, over  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  who  possess  the 
qualifications  which  were  required  by  the  laws  of  said  Ter- 
ritory for  a  legal  voter  at  the  last  general  election  for  the 
members  of  the  Territorial  Legislature,  and  none  others, 
shall  be  allowed  to  vote;  and  this  shall  be  the  only  qualifi- 
cation required  to  entitle  the  voter  to  the  right  of  sull'rage 
in  said  election.  And  if  any  person  not  so  qualified  shall 
vote  or  offer  to  vote,  or  if  any  person  shall  vote  more  than 
once  at  said  election,  or  shall  make,  or  cause  to  be  made, 
any  false,  fictitious,  or  fraudulent  returns,  or  shall  alter  or 
change  any  returns  of  said  election,  such  person  sliall,  up- 
on conviction  thereof  before  any  court  of  competent  juris- 
diction, be  kept  at  hard  labor  not  less  than  sL\  months  and 
not  more  than  three  years. 

§  4.  And  be  ii  further  enacted.  That  the  members 
of  the  aforesaid  board  of  commissioners,  and  all  persims 
appointed  by  them  to  carr.v  into  effect  the  provisions  of 
this  act,  shall,  before  entering  upon  their  duties,  take  an 
oath  to  perform  faithfully  the  duties  of  their  respective 
;  offices  :  and  on  failure  thereof,  they  shall  be  liable  and 
subject  to  the  same  charges  and  penalties  as  are  provided 
in  like  cases  under  the  Territorial  laws. 

§  5.  And  be  it  furtlier  enacted,  That  the  officers 
mentioned  in  the  i)receding  section  shall  receive  for  tluir 
services  the  same  compensation  as  is  given  for  like  .servici  s 
under  the  Territorial  laws. 
The  vote  in  the  Senate,  on  agreeing  to  the  Conference  Com- 
mittee's Report,  stood — Yeas,  30;  Nays,  22  ;  as  follows: 

Yi:.\s. — Messrs.  Allen,  Bayard,  Beiyamin,  Bigler,  BiggK, 
Bright,  Brown,  Clay,  Davis,    Evans,  Fitzpatrick,  Gieeu, 
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Owin,  naunraonil,  Houston,  Hunter,  Iverson,  Johnson  (Ark)  I 
Johusun  (Tenn.),  Jom-s,  Kenmily,  Mullory,  Mason,  I'olk,  ' 
1'ukIi,  Sebastian,  Tliouipson  (N.J.),  Tooniljs,  Wri>;lit,  Vulee. 

■Says. — Messrs.  IJroilerick,  Cuiueron,   I'luiniller,  t'olUi-  | 
mer,    Crittenden,    Dixon,    Doolitlle,    l)ou(;l;i«,    Durkec, 
Fe:iseii(len,   Koot,  Foster,   Hale.   Hamlin,   Hurlan,  King, 
i-ewuid,  Siinnionj,  Stuart,  Truiiiliull,  Waile,  Wilson. 

i'.tlUKD. — liell  with  I'earce,  Filch  with  Suiuiier. 

Ahsi-. NT.— Clark,  Uates,  Henderson,  Ueid,  Thompson 
'K.V.),  Slidell.  I 

in  the  House,  on  the  final  vote,  amnni;  those  nho  hud 
roled  against  the  original  Lecouipton  Itill  and  who  now 
supported  the  English  scheme,  were  tiiluier,  .\iii.,  of  .N.  C, 
and  the  following  Democrats,  viz.  :  Knglish  and  Foley, 
o(  Ind  ;  Cockerill,  Co.x,  tiroesbeck.  Hall,  Lawrence  and 
Venillcton,  of  Ohio  ;  and  Dwell  Jones,  of  I'a.  Cien. 
Qu  liiiun,  of  .Mississippi,  and  Mr.  Itonhani,  of  S.  C,  lire 
eaters,  voted  No,  and  the  following  nieinbers  "paired 
off."  viz. :  Washburn  (Wis.)  willi  Arnold  ;  Matteson  with 
Heuhen  Davis;  I'urviance  with  Diniiuick ;  Morrill  with 
Faulkner;  Horton  with  Ifill ;  J.  C.  Kunkel  wiili  Miles 
Ttt.vlor ;  Montgomery  with  Warren  ;  Tlionipison  with 
Stewart  (Md.)  ;  and  Wood  with  George  Taylor. 

Ill  accorditiice  with  this  act  of  Congress, 
the  people  of  Kansas  went  into  an  election  on 
the  3d  of  August,  185S.  Xotwith.^tamling  the 
liberal  offers  in  regard  to  donations  to  Kan.^as 
of  public  lands,  in  this  bill,  and  the  threat  that 
if  the  people  did  not  accept  a  State  Government 
with  the  Lecoinpton  Constitution,  tiiey  should 
not  be  permitted  to  come  in  as  a  State  with 
any  Constitution,  till  they  should  have  a  full 
population  of  93,840,  still,  the  Lecoinpion  Con- 
stitution was  again  rejected  by  more  than  ten 
thousand  majority.  This  may  be  regarded  as 
th>^  Jiiial  disposition  of  this  famous  Constitution. 
From  first  to  last,  it  had  been  the  cau=e  or  the 
subject  of  more  speeches  in  Congress  than  any 
measure  ever  brought  before  that  body. 

THE    WYANnOT    COXSTITCTION. 

The  Territorial  Legislature  passed  an  act 
(Felj.  11,  1859)  to  refer  the  question  to  the 
people  of  a  new  Constitutional  Convention,  the 
election  to  be  held  on  the  first  Tuesday  in 
March,  1859.  The  election  was  held,  and 
resulted  in  a  majority  of  .",881  in  favor  of  a 
Convention.  This  result  being  ascertained,  the 
Governor  issued  his  proclamation  for  an  elec- 
tion of  delegates.  The  old  party  organizations 
were  now  abandoned,  and  those  of  Republicans 
and  Democrats  substituted,  and  it  was  on  this 
basis  that  the  canvass  for  the  election  of  dele- 
gates proceeded.  The  Convention  was  to 
consist  of  fifty-two  delegates.  The  Democrats 
proclaimed  themselves  di.-ciples  of  Mr.  Douglas 
and  his  Territorial  Sovereignty  doctrine,  and 
decidedly  opposed  to  making  Kansas  a  Slave 
State.  The  Leavenworth  district,  where, 
through  its  contractors  for  army  supplies,  the 
Government  exercised  a  great  influence,  iin<l 
which  from  its  population  was  entitled  to  ten 
delegates,  elected  the  Democratic  ticket,  not, 
however,  without  the  aid  of  fraudulent  votes. 
But  the  Republicans,  by  their  predominance  in 
other  parts  of  the  Territory,  succeeded  in 
securing  a  majority  in  the  Convention  of  thirty- 
five  to  seventeen. 

Tlie  Convention  met  at  Wyandot  on  the  5th 
of  July,  and  adjourned  on  the  27th  of  the  same 
month,  after  adopting  a  Constitution  by  a  vote 
of  tliiity-four  to  thirteen,  all  the  Democrats 
piest-iit  voting  against  it  and  refusing  to  sign 
it.  TIkv  had  strenuously  contended,  in  the 
Convention,  for  the  aiun-xation  to  Kansas  of 
liiat  part  uf  Nebraska  toutli  of  Jhe  Platte  ;  for 


retaining  as  a  part  of  the  new  State  the  western 
giild  region  about  Pike's  Peak,  which  was 
Idgiiniing  to  attract  great  numbers  of  immi- 
giaiits ;  for  the  exclusion  from  the  State  of 
hte  negroes,  and  lor  the  prohibition  of  bank 
issiit  s,  but  liud  been  defeated  as  to  all  these 
p<iints. 

liy  the  Constitution,  as  adopted,  the  bounda- 
ries of  the  new  State  were  declared  to  be  the 
Slate  of  Missouri  on  the  east,  the  37th  parallel 
of  north  latitude  on  the  south,  the  41st  parallel 
of  north  latitude  on  the  north,  and  the  iiSd 
meridian  of  longitude  west  from  Washington 
on  the  west.  '1  he  western  boundary  cuts  otf 
the  Pike's  Peak  region  and  the  desert  which 
bounds  it  on  the  east,  and  limits  the  new  State 
to  the  habitable  eastern  portion  of  the  Terri- 
tory, embracing  an  area  of  some  sixty  thousand 
square  miles.  The  Executive  is  to  consist  of  a 
Governor,  Secretary  of  State.  Auditor,  Attor- 
ney-General, and  Superintendent  of  Public 
Scliools,  to  be  chosen  by  the  people,  and  to 
serve  lor  two  years.  The  House  of  Represen- 
tatives is  to  consist  of  seventy-five  members,  to 
serve  one  year,  and  the  Senate  of  twenty  five 
Senators,  to  serve  two  years,  the  numbers  to  be 
regulated  by  law,  but  never  to  exceed  one 
hundred  Representatives,  and  thirty-three  Sena- 
tors. The  pay  is  to  be  three  dollars  a  day  and 
fifteen  cents  per  mile  travel.  All  bills  must 
originate  with  the  House,  and  no  act  can  in- 
clude more  than  one  subject.  The  Supreme 
Court  is  to  consist  of  three  Judges,  to  be 
chosen  by  the  people,  to  hold  olHce  for  six 
vears,  one  to  go  out  every  two  years.  There 
are  to  be  five  District  Judges,  to  be  chosen  by 
tlie  people  of  their  respective  districts,  and  to 
serve  for  four  years.  Each  county  is  to  choose 
a  Judge  of  Probate,  to  serve  for  two  years, 
and  each  township  is  to  choose  Justices  of  the 
Peace,  to  serve  also  for  two  years.  Elections 
are  to  be  by  ballot.  Every  white  male  adiili 
who  is  a  citizen  of  the  United  Slates,  or  who  lias 
declared  his  intention  to  become  one,  having 
been  a  resident  in  the  State  for  six  months,  and 
in  the  precinct  for  thirty  days,  is  entitled  to  vote. 

The  State  is  prohibited  from  becoming  a 
party  in  carrying  on  any  work  of  internal  im- 
provement, nor  can  any  deljt,  to  exceed  a  mil- 
lion of  dollars,  be  contracted,  unless  the  ques- 
tion be  previously  submitted  to,  and  the  debt 
authorized  by,  a  popular  vote  ;  and  in  all  cases 
a  special  tax  must  be  levied  sufficient  to  pay  the 
interest  and  provide  a  sinking  fund  adetpiaie 
to  meet  tiie  ijrincijial  when  it  becomes  due.  All 
corporations,  banks  included,  must  be  estab- 
lished under  general  laws  only,  and  the  corpo- 
rators made  liable  to  twice  the  amount  of  their 
stock.  The  sale  of  lottery  tickets  is  prohibited. 
The  schedule  annexed  to  the  Constitution 
claimed  of  Congress  $500,000,  or  in  lieu  there- 
of .nnt^iMjO  acres  of  land,  to  meet  the  claims 
audited  to  nearly  that  amount  for  losses  in- 
curred by  citizens  of  Kansas  during  the  late 
troubles.  The  CommLssioners  had  declined  to 
entertain  the  claim  of  the  N'ew-Eiigland  E-iii- 
grant  Aid  Society,  to  the  amount  of  $2.5,t)00, 
for  the  destruction  of  their  hotel  at  Lawrence, 
on  the  ground  that  they  had  no  authoiity  to 
act  on  any  claims  except  those  presented  by 
citizens    of   Kansas,    and    the    Convention  di.-- 
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clined  to  go  beyond  the  report  of  the  Conunis- 
sioiiers. 

A  grant  is  asked  from  Congress  of  4,5o(),(H)u 
acres  of  land  for  internal  improvements,  also 
the  swamp  lands  of  the  State  to  be  appropriated 
as  a  school  fund. 

Prefixed  to  the  Constitution  is  a  Rill  of 
Rights,  which  includes  a  prohibition  of  Slavery, 
riiis  Bill  of  Rights  also  provides  that  no  person 
shall  be  incompetent  to  testify  on  account  of 
his  religious  belief. 

_  By  a  provision  of  the  schedule,  this  Constitu- 
tion was  submitted  to  a  popular  vote  on  the 
first  Tuesday  in  October,  which  resulted  in  its 
ratification  by  the  people  by  a  majority  of  some 
four  thousand.  The  Territorial  election  in 
November  attracted  but  little  interest  from  the 
general  expectation  of  the  admission  of  the 
State  under  the  new  Constitution.  The  Repub- 
licans, however,  succeeded  in  electing  their 
delegate  to  Congress  and  a  majority  of  the 
Legislature. 

The  first  State  Election  under  this  Constitu- 
tion was  held  December  6,  1859,  and  resulted 
in  the  election  of  Charles  Robinson  (Rep.)  as 
Governor  by  2513  majority.  Martin  F.  Con- 
way (Rep.)  for  Congress  by  2107  iiiajoritv,  and 
the  entire  Republican  ticket  for  State  officers 
by  majorities  ranging  from  2000  to  2,500,  also 
a  Legislature  which  was  Republican  in  both 
branches  by  very  decided  majorities. 

Feb.  15 — Mr.  Grow  introduced  in  the  House, 
a  bill  to  lidiiiit  Kansas  under  the  Wyandot  Con- 
sti'ution.  Referred  to  Committee  on  Territo- 
ries, wliich  (March  29th)  reported  (majority) 
through  .Mr.  Grow  in  favor  of  admis.sion. 

April  11. — Mr.  Grow  demanded  the  Previous 
Question  on  the  passage  of  the  Bill,  which 
was  seconded,  and  the  main  question  ordered. 

Mr.  Barksdale,  demanded  the  Yeas  and  Nays 
— ordered. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  decided  in 
the  afnrmative  :  Yeas,  134  ;  Nays,  73,  as  follows  : 
Yeas— Messrs.  Chas.  F.  Adams,  A  d  r  a  i  n  ,  Al<liich, 
Allen^  AUey,  Ashley,  Babbitt,  Sarr,  Barrett,  lieale, 
Bingham,  Blair  (Pa.),  Blake,  Brayton,  Brkjgs,  Bufiinton, 
Barch,  Burlingame,  Burnham,  Butterfield,  Cami)bell, 
Carey,  Carter,  Case,  Horace  F.  Clark,  Clark  B.  Coch- 
rane, John  Cochrane,  Colfax,  Conkling,  Cooper,  Corwin, 
Covode,  Cofl!,  Curtis,  Dawes,  Delano,  Duell,  Dunn,  Edger- 
ton,  Edwards,  Elliot,  Ely,  ETUERmGE,  Farnswortli,  Fenfon 
Ferry,  i?'/or6)iC0  Foster,  Fouke,  FrSink,  French,  Gooch' 
Grow,  Gurley,  Hale,  Hall,  H  a  s  k  i  n,  Helmick,  Hick- 
man, Hoard,  ITolman,  Howard  (Ohio),  Humphry,  Hutch- 
ins,  Irvine,  .lunkin,  Francis  W.  Kelloiig,  William  Kellogg 
Kenyon,  Kilgore,  Killinger,  Larrabee,  De  Witt  C.  Leach' 
Lee, Logan,  I^ongnecker,  Loomis,  Lovejoy,  Marston,  Chas. 
D.  Martin,  McClemand,  McKean,  McKnight,  McPher- 
son,  Wm.  Montgomery,  Moorehead,  Morrill,  Edward  Joy 
Morns,  Imae  N.  Morris,  Morse,  MlUaci;  Ni.xon,  Clin 
Palmer,  Pendleton-,  Perry,  Pettit,  Porter,  Potter,  Pottle' 
Rice,  K  i  g  g  s,  Christopher  Roljinson,  Jatneg  C.  Robiii- 
son,  Royce,  Schwartz,  Scranton,  Sedgwick,  Spauld- 
uig,  Spmner,  Stanton,  Stevens,  Wm,  Stewart,  fitoui,  Strat- 
ton,  Tappan,  Thayer,  Theaker,  Tompkins,  Train,  Trimble 
Vallawhgham,  Vandever,  Verree,  Waldron  Walton 
C.  C.  Washl)urn,  E.  B.  Washburne,  Israel  Washburn,  Weu- 
STKR,  W  ells,  Wilson,  Wiiidom,  Wood,  Woodruff. 

Republicans,  in  Roman,        j()3 

Democrats  (from  Free  State;?.),  in  Italics, '  '.  '.  22 
Anti-Lecorapton  Democrats,  Rorcan  spaced, '.  '.  6 
Americans,  in  s,m.u.l  caps, '  !    !       3 


Total, 134 

Nays— Messrs.  Orekn  Adams,  Thos.  L.  Anderson  Wm 
C.  AsDERso.v.  Ashmore,A'oery  Barhsdale,  Bocock  ^Bon- 
ham,  BoTRLEit,  Boyce,  Brabso.n  Branch,  Hkkjow,^ Bur- 
nett, John  B.  Clark,  Clopton,  Co'ib,  James  Craig 
Burton  Craige,  Oraw/ord,  Curry,  Davidson,  Heurt  W' 


Davis,  Edmundnon,  Eiiglv^h  (Indiana),  Oarneit  Gar' 
trell,  dri-MER,  Hamilton.  Harde.man,  John  T  //u-ris 
J/atokzns,  Hill,  //indman,  Houston,  Hughes  Jack- 
son, J^nktns,  Jones.  Keitt.  Lamar,  Jamks  M  Lkuh 
Leake,  I^ove,  Mallory,  Maynard,  McQueen.  Mc/iae. 
Miles,  Millson.  Laban  T.  Moore,  Sydenham  Moo  e  Nia- 
snti  A  oell,  Fugh.  QvARLEs.  Reagan  Tluffln.  Scott  ('c:l  ), 
Su-kles  (S.  \'.),  Simms,  Singleton.  Wm! Smith  W  N  li 
,)'""■  Stallworth,  Stevenson,  Stokes,  Thomas,  Va.nci:. 
Whiiely,  Winslow,  Woodson.  ' 

Democrats,  in  Italics,  (8  from  Free  States^  55 

Americans,  in  small  caps  (all  from  Slave  St'ates),       8 

Total, 73 

Paired— D  avis  (Indiana),  with  Phe'jiS. 
Sherman  with  Harris,  of  Md. 
Wade  with  Peyton. 
Somes  with  McChiy  (N.Y.) 
Van  AVyck  with  Underwood. 
Burroughs  with  Dejarneite. 
Absent  U.npaired— Z>ai)is  (Mis.),  Landrum,  Martin, 
(Va.),  Kunkel.  ' 

Senate,  Feb.  21st.— Mr.  Seward  introduced  a 
bill  for  the  admission  of  Kansas  under  the 
Wyandotte  Constitution. 

On  the  5th  June,  this  bill  being  under  con- 
sideration, 

Mr  Wigfall,  of  Tex.,  explained  his  views.  He  de- 
clared he  would  not  vote  for  the  admiss  on  of  th's  so- 
called  State,  under  any  circumstances,  lie  objected  to 
their  moral  character,  and  was  not  willing  Texas  should 
associate  with  such  a  State. 

.Mr.  Greene's  amendment,  to  change  the  boundary 
(t.-iking  in  Pike's  Peak),  was  discussed  by  Mr.  Wade 
who  said  the  effect  of  the  amendment  would  be  to  defeat 
the  bill. 

Mr.  Hunter  moved  to  postpone  the  subject,  and  t-ike 
up  the  .\rmy  bill. 

Mr.  Trumbull  opposed  the  motion  He  should  kcei 
the  Kansas  bill  before  the  Senate  till  it  was  finally  d  s- 
posed  of.  It  was  more  impoi  tant  than  the  appropri- 
ation bills,  which  appeared  to  be  kept  back  in  o  der  to 
interrupt  other  important  business. 

-Mr.  Seward  hoped  the  fiieiids  of  Kansas  would  let  a 
vote  be  taken,  so  that  the  responsibility  might  lie  whe'e 
it  belonged. 

The  vote  was  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  resulted 
Yeas,  .32;   Nays,  27.     It  was  a  strict  partv  vote,  ex.-epl 
that   Messrs    Pugh   (Dem.,    Ohio)   and    Latham  (De;ii 
Cal.)  voted  with  the  Republicans  not  to  jmstpone.     Mr' 
Kennedy    (S.    Am.,  Md.)   voted    with    the    Democrats! 
Messrs.  Crittenden  (S.  Am  ,  Ivy.),  Doughi';,  Clay,  (Deiii 
Ala),  and  Nicholson  (Dem.,  Tenn  )  we  e  absent.'  'Messrs 
Douglas  and  Clay  were  paired 

So  the  motion  to  postpone,  and  take  up  the  Army 
bill  prevailed. 

Mr.  Trumbull  called  attention  to  the  fact  that  the 
Senator  from  Pennsylvania  iBigler)  des.red  to  postpone 
the  Kansas  bill  because  the  Senate  was  not  full.  The 
vote  showed  that  sixty  votes  had  been  cast,  with  two 
paired  off,  showing  the  fullest  vote  of  the  session. 

He  said  the  effect  of  the  vote  just  taken  was  equiva- 
lent to  the  defeat  of  the  Kansas  bill,  and  the  Senator 
from  Pennsylvania  must  have  known  the  effect  of  his  vo'  e. 

Mr.  Wigfall  desired  to  call  attention  to  the  fact  that 
the  House  had  once  defeated  the  .\rmy  bill,  because  it 
did  not  want  the  army  used  against  the  Black  Republi- 
can thieves  and  murderers  in  Kansas. 

Jane  7. — Mr.  Wade,  of  Ohio,  mov.'d  to  take 
up  the  Kansas  bill,  which  was  lost — as  fo'Hows  : 

Yeas— Messrs.  Anihony,  B'gler,  B'ngham,  Cameron, 
Chandler,  Clark,  Collamer,  Dixon,  Dnolittle,  Durkee' 
Fessendeo,  Foot,  Foster,  Grimes,  Hale,  Hamlin,  Ha  Ian' 
King,  Pugh,  Seward,  Simmons,  Sumner,  Ten  Evck.  Trum- 
bull, Wade,  Wilkinson,  Wilson,  Uepublicans,  25 ;  Demo- 
crats, (Bigler  and  Pugh)  2—27. 

Nays— Messrs.  Bayard,  Benjamin,  Bragg,  Bright, 
Brown,  Chesnut,  Clingman,  Davis.  Fitch,  FitzpatriVkj 
Greene,  Gwin,  Hammond.  Hemnhill,  Hunter,  Iversnn' 
Johnson,  (Teiin.)  Lane,  Latham,  Mallorv,  .Mason,  NichoU 
son,  Pearce,  Polk,  Powell,  Rice,  Sebastian,  Slidell  Thom- 
son, Toombs,  Wigfall,  Yulee.— 32.     [All  Democrats.] 

Mr.  Douglas  was  p..ircd  with  Mr.  Clav  ; 
Crittenden  (.\m.),  with  Jolnison,  of  Ark.,  Ken- 
nedy and  Saulsbnry  ahs.-iit. 

So  both  Houses  adjourned  and  loft  Kans.as 
still  in  the  condition  of  a  Territory. 


THE  NEBRASKA  DOCTRINE 


AND 


THE    DRED    SCOTT    DECISION    REVIEWKD. 


SPEECn  OF  THE  HON.  ABRAIL\M  LINCOLN, 

At  Springfichl,  111,  June  17,   1858. 


[The  fnUowlnK  spe ecJi  was  delivered  at  SprlnpfieM,  111.,  at 
Uie  close  of  ilio  Republican  Slate  ("onveniion  h>lj  at  ilial 
time  and  place,  and  by  which  I'onvenilon  Mr.  Lincoln  had 
been  named  as  iheir  candidate  for  U.  S.  Senator.] 

Mr.  Pkesident,  and  Gkntlemkn  of  the  Cosvkntion: 
If  we  could  first  know  where  we  are,  and  whither  we 
are  tendiDtr,  wt  could  better  judge  what  to  do,  and  how  | 
to  do  it.  We  are  now  far  into  the  fifth  year,  since  a  j 
policy  was  initiated  with  the  avowed  ohject,  and  confi- 
dent promise,  of  putting  an  end  to  t^lavery  agitation 
L'nder  the  operation  of  that  policy,  that  agitation  has 
not  only  not  ceased,  but  has  constantly  augmented.  In 
my  opinion,  it  will  not  ceaj-e,  nntil  a  crisis  shall  have 
been  reached  and  passed.  "  A  house  divided  against 
Itaelf  cannot  stand."  1  believe  this  govei  nineut  cannot 
endure  permanently  half  slave  and  half  free.  I  do  not 
expect  the  L'nion  to  be  dissolved — I  do  not  expect  the 
house  to  fall— but  1  do  e.xpect  it  will  cease  to  be  divided. 
It  will  become  all  one  thing,  or  all  the  other.  Kither  the 
opponents  of  .-lavery  will  arrest  the  further  spread  of  it, 
and  place  it  where  the  public  mind  shall  rest  in  the  be- 
lief that  it  is  in  tbs  course  of  ultimate  extinction  ;  or  its 
advocates  will  push  it  forward,  till  it  shall  become  al.Ue 
lawful  in  all  the  States,  old  as  well  as  new — North  as 
well  as  t^outh. 

Have  we  no  tendency  to  the  latter  condition? 

Let  any  one  who  doubts,  carefully  contemplate  that 
now  almost  complete  legal  combination — piece  of  ma- 
chinery, so  to  speak— compounded  of  the  Nebraska 
doctrine,  and  the  Dred  f^cott  Decision.  Let  him  con- 
sider not  only  what  work  the  machinery  is  adapted  to 
do,  and  how  well  adapted;  but  also,  let  him  study  the 
history  of  it?  construction,  and  trace,  if  he  can.  o:-  latlier 
fail,  if  he  can,  to  trace  the  evidence  of  design,  and  con- 
cert of  action,  among  its  chief  architects,  from  the  be- 
ginning. 

The  new  year  of  1S54  found  Slavery  excluded  f.om 
more  than  half  the  States  by  State  Constitutions,  and 
from  most  of  the  national  territory  by  Congressional 
prohibition.  Four  days  later,  commenced  the  struggle 
which  ended  in  repealing  that  Congressional  prohibition. 
This  opened  all  the  national  territory  to  Slavery,  and 
was  the  first  point  gained. 

But,  so  far.  Congress  only  had  acted  :  and  an  indorse- 
ment by  the  people,  real  or  apparent,  was  indispen- 
sable, to  save  the  point  already  gained,  and  give  chance 
for  more. 

This  necessity  had  not  been  overlooked ;  but  had 
been  provided  for,  as  well  as  might  be,  in  the  notable 
argument  of  "squatter  sovereignty,'  otherwise  called 
"sacred  rijiht  of  self-government,"  which  latter  phrase, 
though  e-xpressive  of  the  only  lightful  basis  of  any  gov- 
ernment, was  so  perverted  in  this  attempted  use  of  it  as 
to  amount  to  just  this  :  That  if  any  one  man  choose  to 
enslave  aixit/ier,  no  Viird  man  shall  be  allowed  to 
object.  That  argument  was  incorporated  into  the  Ne- 
Droska  bill  itself,  in  the  language  which  follows:  "It 
being  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  this  act  not  to 
legislate  Slavery  into  any  Territory  or  State,  nor  to  ex- 
clude it  therefrom  ;  but  to  leave  the  people  thereof  per- 
fectly free  to  form  and  regulate  their  domestic  institu- 
tions in  their  own  way,  subject  only  to  the  Constitution 
of  the  L'nited  States."  Then  opened  the  roar  of  loose 
declamation  in  fa>or  of  "' Squatter  Sovereignty,"  and 
"sacred  right  of  self-government."  "But,"  said  oppo- 
sition members,  "  let  us  amend  the  bill  so  as  to  expressly 
declare  that  the  people  of  tlie  Territory  may  exclude 


Slavery."  "Not  we,"  said  the  friends  of  the  measure ; 
and  down  they  voted  the  amendment. 

While  the  Nebraska  bill  was  passing  through  Congress, 
a  l.iw  cane  involving  the  question  of  a  negro's  freedom, 
by  reason  of  his  owner  having  voluntaiily  taken  him 
fust  into  a  Free  State  and  then  into  a  Territory  covered 
by  the  Congressional  prohibition,  and  held  liim  aa 
a  slave  for  a  long  time  in  each,  was  passing  through 
the  L'nited  States  Circuit  Court  for  the  District  of  Slis- 
souri  ;  and  both  Nebraska  bill  and  law  suit  were  brought 
to  a  decision  in  the  same  month  of  Ma^-,  1S54.  The 
negro's  name  was  "  Dred  Scott,"  which  name  now  desig- 
nates the  decision  finally  made  in  the  case.  Before  tlie 
then  next  Presidential  Klection,  the  law  case  came  to, 
and  was  argued  in,  tlie  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States  ;  but  the  decision  of  it  was  deferred  until  after 
the  election.  Still,  before  the  election,  Senator  Trum- 
bull, on  the  floor  of  the  Senate,  requested  the  leading 
advocate  of  the  Nebraska  bill  to  state  his  opinion 
whether  the  people  of  a  Territory  can  constitutionally 
exclude  Slavery  fiom  their  limits  ;  and  the  latter  an- 
swers :  "That  is  a  question  for  the  Supreme  Court." 

The  election  came.  .Mr.  Buchanan  w;is  elected,  and  the 
indorsement,  such  as  it  was,  secured  That  was  the  second 
point  gained.  The  indorsement,  however,  fell  short  of 
a  clear  popular  majority  by  nearly  four  hundred  thou- 
sand votes,  and  so,  perhaps,  was  not  overwhelmingly 
reliable  and  satisfactory.  The  outgoing  President,  in 
his  last  annual  message,  as  impressively  as  possible, 
echoed  back  upon  the  people  the  weight  and  authority 
of  the  indorsement.  The  Supreme  Court  met  again  ; 
did  not  announce  Iheir  decision,  but  rrdered  a  re-argu- 
ment. The  Presidential  inauguration  came,  and  still  no 
decision  of  the  court ;  but  the  incoming  President  in  hia 
inaugural  address,  fervently  exhorted  the  people  to 
abide  by  the  forthcoming  decision,  whatever  it  might 
be.     Then  in  a  few  days,  came  the  decision. 

The  reputed  author  of  the  Nebraska  bill  finds  an 
early  occasion  to  make  as  peech  at  this  capital,  ii'dors- 
in.'  the  IJred  Scott  ilecisioii,  and  vehemently  denounc- 
ing all  opposition  to  it.  'I  he  new  President,  too,  seizea 
the  early  occa?ion  of  the  Silliman  letter  to  indorse  and 
strongly  construe  that  decision,  and  to  express  his  aj- 
tonislmient  that  any  different  view  had  ever  been  enter- 
tained ! 

At  length  a  squabble  springs  up  between  the  President 
and  the  author  of  the  .Nebraska  bill,  on  the  mere  ques- 
tion iit/iKt,  whether  the  Lecompton  Constitution  was  or 
wa.s  not,  in  any  ju"!  sense,  made  by  the  people  of  Kan- 
sas; and  in  that  quari  el  the  latter  declares  that  all  he 
wants  is  a  fair  vote  for  the  people,  and  that  he  cares  not 
whether  Slavery  be  voted  limrn  or  voted  up  1  do  not 
understand  his  declaration  that  he  cares  not  whether 
Slavery  be  voted  down  or  voted  up,  to  be  intended  by 
him  other  than  as  an  apt  definition  of  the  policy  he 
would  impress  upon  the  public  mind-  the  principle  for 
which  he  declares  he  has  suffered  so  much,  and  is  ready 
to  suffer  to  the  end.  An<l  well  may  he  cling  to  that 
principle.  If  he  has  any  parental  feeling,  well  may  he 
cling  to  it.  That  principle  is  the  only  shred  left  of  hia 
Original  Nebraska  doctrine.  Under  the  Dreil  Scott 
decision  "squatter  sovereignty"  squatted  out  of  ex- 
istence, tumbled  down  like  temporary  scaffolding — like 
the  mold  at  the  foundry  se-ved  through  one  blast  and 
fell  back  into  loose  sand— helped  to  carry  an  election, 
and  then  was  kicked  to  the  winds.  His  late  joint  strug- 
gle with  the  KepubUcans,  against  the  Lecompton  Con- 
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stitution,  involves  nothing  of  the  original  Nebrasltii  doc- 
trine.    Tliat  sliugsjle  was  made  on  a  point  — tlie  riglit  of 
a  people  to  malve  their  own  constitution — uponwliien  lie 
lind  the  Kepublicans  liavc  never  dili'ered. 

Tlie  several  jioiiits  of  the  Dred  Scott  decision,  in  con- 
nection with  Senator  Douglas's  "care  not"  policy,  consti- 
tute tlie  piece  of  machinery,  in  its  present  state  of  advance- 
ment. This  was  the  third  point  gained.  The  working 
[loints  of  that  machinery  are : 

/•'irnt,  That  no  negro  slave,  imported  as  such  from  Af- 
rica, and  no  descendant  of  sucli  slave,  can  ever  be  a  citi- 
zen of  any  State,  in  the  sense  of  tluil  term  as  used  in  tlie 
Constitution  of  the  L'nited  t^tates.  Tliis  point  is  made  in 
onler  to  deprive  the  negro,  in  every  possilile  event,  of  tlie 
lieuelit  of  tliat  provision  of  the  United  States  Constitution, 
which  declares  ih.it  "  The  citizens  of  each  State  shall  be 
entitled  to  all  i)rivileges  and  immunities  of  citizens  in  the 
several  States." 

tSeconilly,  That  "  subject  to  the  Constitution  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,"  neither  Congress  nor  a  Territorial  Legislature 
can  e.vclude  Slavery  from  any  Inited  States  Territorj-. 
lliis  point  is  made  in  order  that  individual  men  may  till  up 
the  Territories  with  slaves,  without  danger  of  losing  them 
;is  property,  and  thus  to  enhance  the  chances  of  perma- 
nency to  the  institution  through  all  the  future. 

j?'/(  in//;/,  That  whether  the  huhliiig  a  negro  In  actual 
slavery  in  a  Free  State,  makes  him  free,  as  against  the 
holder,  the  United  States  courts  will  not  decide,  but  will 
leave  to  be  decided  by  the  courts  of  any  Slave  State  the 
negro  may  be  forced  into  by  the  master.  This  point  is 
made,  not  to  be  pressed  immediately  ;  but,  if  acciuiesced 
in  for  awhile,  and  apparently  indcirsed  i>y  the  people  at  an 
election,  then  to  sustain  the  logical  conclusion  that  what 
Dred  Scott's  master  miglit  lawfully  do  with  Dred  Scott,  in 
the  free  State  of  Illinois,  every  other  master  may  lawfully 
do  with  any  other  one,  or  one  thousand  slaves,  in  Illinois, 
or  in  any  other  Free  State. 

Auxiliary  to  all  this,  and  working  hand  in  hand  with  it, 
the  Neliraska  doctrine,  or  what  is  loft  of  it,  is  to  educate 
and  mold  public  ojiinion,  at  least  Northern  public  opinion, 
not  to  care  whether  Slavery  is  voted  down  or  voted  up. 
This  shows  exactly  where  we  now  are  ;  and  partially,  also, 
whither  we  are  tending. 

It  will  throw  aihlitional  light  on  the  latter,  to  go  back, 
and  run  the  muid  over  the  string  of  historical  facts  already 
stated.  Several  things  will  now  ajipear  less  dark  and  mys- 
terious than  they  did  when  they  were  transjiiring.  The 
people  were  to  be  left  "perfectly  free,"  suliject  only  to  the 
Constitution.  What  the  Constitution  had  to  do  with  it, 
outsiders  could  not  then  see.  Plainly  enough  now,  it  was 
an  exactly  fitted  niche,  for  the  Dred  Scott  decision  to  after- 
Ward  couie  in,  and  declare  the  perfect  freedom  of  the  peo- 
ple to  be  just  no  freedom  at  all.  Why  was  the  amend- 
ment, expressly  declaring  the  right  of  the  people,  voted 
down '?  I'lainly  enough  now :  tlie  adoption  ol  it  would 
have  spoiled  the  niche  for  the  Dred  Scott  decision.  Why 
was  the  court  decision  held  up?  Why  even  a  Senator's  in- 
dividual opinion  withheld,  till  after  the  Presideiiti  d  elec- 
tion'i'  I'lainly  enough  now:  the  speaking  out  then  would 
have  damaged  the  perfectly  free  argument  upon  which  the 
election  was  to  be  carried.  Why  the  outgoing  President's 
felicitation  on  the  indorsment'/  Why  the  delay  of  a  re- 
argument  ?  Why  the  incoming  President's  advance  expor- 
tation in  favor  of  the  decision?  These  things  look  like  the 
cautious  patting  and  petting  of  a  spirited  horse  prejiara- 
tory  to  mounting  him,  when  it  is  dreadeii  that  he  may  give 
tlie  rider  a  fall.  And  why  the  hasty  after-indorsement  of 
the  decision  by  the  President  and  others  ? 

We  cannot  absolutely  know  that  all  these  exact  adapta- 
tions are  the  result  of  preconcert,  lint  when  we  see  a  lot 
of  framed  timbers,  dilferent  portions  of  which  we  know 
have  been  gotten  out  at  dilferent  times  ami  jilaces,  and  by 
dilferent  workmen — Stephen,  Franklin,  Koger  and  James, 
for  instance — and  when  we  see  these  timbers  joined  to- 
gether, and  see  they  exactly  make  the  frame  of  a  house  or 
a  mill,  all  the  tenons  and  mortices  exactly  fitting,  and  all 
the  lengths  and  proportions  of  the  ditferent  pieces  exactly 
adapted  to  their  respective  places,  and  not  a  piece  too 
many  or  too  few — not  omitting  even  scalfolding — or,  if  a 
single  piece  be  lacking,  we  see  the  place  in  the  frame  ex- 
actly fitted  and  prepared  yet  to  bring  such  piece  in — in 
Buch  a  case,  we  find  it  impossible  not  to  believe  that  Ste- 
phen and  Franklin  and  Koger  and  James  all  understood 
one  another  from  the  beginning,  and  all  worked  upon  a 
common  plan  or  draft  drawn  up  before  the  first  blow  was 
struck. 

It  should  not  be  overlooked  that,  by  the  Nebraska  bill, 
the  people  of  a  State  as  well  as  a  Territory,  were  to  be 
left  "perfectly  free,"  "subject  only  to  the  Constitution." 
Why  mention  a  State?  They  were  legislating  for  Territo- 
ries, and  not  for  or  about  States.  Certainly  the  people  of 
a  State  are  and  ought  to  be  subject  to  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States;  but  why  is  mention  of  this  lugged  into 


this  merely  Territorial  law?  Why  are  tlie  people  ol  a 
Territory  and  the  people  of  a  State  therein  lumped  to- 
gether, and  their  relation  to  the  Constitution  therein 
treated  as  being  precisely  the  same  ?  While  the  opinion 
of  the  court,  by  Chief  Justice  Taney,  in  the  Dred  Scott 
ease,  and  the  separate  opinions  of  all  the  concurring 
Judges,  expressly  declare  that  the  Constitution  of  the 
liiitcd  States  neither  permits  Congress  nor  a  Territorial 
Legislature  to  exclude  Slavery  from  any  United  States  Ter- 
ritory, they  all  omit  to  declare  whether  or  not  the  same 
Constitution  permits  a  State,  or  the  iieoplc  of  a  State,  to 
exclude  it.  y'(«,si7;/y,  this  is  u  mere  omission;  but  who 
can  be  ijuite  sure,  if  .McLean  or  Curtis  had  sought  to  get 
into  the  ophiion  a  declaration  of  unlimited  power  in  the 
people  of  a  State  to  exclude  Slavery  from  their  limit.s,  just 
as  Chase  and  Mace  sought  to  get  such  declaration,  in  be- 
half of  the  people  of  a  territory,  into  the  Nebraska  bill — I 
ask,  who  can  be  quite  sure  that  it  would  not  have  been  voted 
down  in  the  one  case  as  it  had  been  in  the  other?  The 
nearest  approach  to  the  point  of  declaring  the  power  of  a 
State  over  Slavery,  is  ma<le  by  Judge  Nelson  He  ap- 
proaches it  more  than  once,  using  the  precise  idea,  and 
almost  the  language,  too,  of  the  Nebraska  act.  On  one 
occasion,  his  exact  language  is,  "  except  in  cases  where 
the  power  is  restrained  by  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  the  law  of  the  State  is  supreme  over  the  subject  of 
Slavery  within  its  jurisdiction."  In  what  cases  the  power 
of  the  States  is  so  restrained  bj-  the  l'nited  States  Consti- 
tution, is  left  an  open  question,  precisely  as  the  same 
question,  as  to  the  restraint  on  the  power  of  the  Territo- 
ries, was  left  open  in  the  Nebraska  act.  Put  this  and  that 
together,  and  we  have  another  nice  little  niche,  which  wo 
may,  ere  long,  see  filled  with  another  Supreme  Court  de- 
cision, declaring  that  the  Constitution  of  the  United  Slates 
does  not  permit  a  State  to  exclude  Slavery  from  its  limits. 
And  this  may  esjiecially  be  expected  if  the  doctrine  of 
"  care  not  whether  Slavery  be  voted  down  or  voted  up," 
shall  gain  upon  the  public  nnnd  sullicienlly  to  give  pro- 
mise that  such  a  decision  can  be  maintained  when  made. 
Such  a  decision  is  all  that  Slavery  now  lacks  of  being 
alike  lawful  in  all  the  States.  Welcome,  or  unwelcome, 
such  decision  is  probably  coming,  and  will  soon  be  upon 
us,  unless  the  power  of  the  jiresent  political  dynasty  shall 
be  met  and  overthrown.  We  shall  lie  down  pleasantly 
dreaming  that  the  people  of  Missouri  are  on  the  verge  of 
making  their  State  free,  and  we  shall  awake  to  the  reality 
instead,  that  the  Suiireme  Court  has  made  Illinois  a  Slave 
State.  To  meet  and  overthrow  the  power  of  that  dynasty, 
is  the  work  now  before  all  those  who  would  prevent  that 
consummation.  This  is  what  we  have  to  do.  How  can 
we  best  do  it  ? 

There  are  those  who  denounce  us  openly  to  their  own 
friends,  a  id  yet  whisper  us  softly,  that  Senator  Douglas  is 
the  aptest  instrument  there  is  with  which  to  eti'ect  that  ob- 
ject. They  wish  us  to  infer  all,  from  the  fact  that  he  now 
has  a  little  quarrel  with  the  present  head  of  the  dynasty  ; 
and  that  he  has  regularly  voted  with  us  on  a  single  point, 
upon  which  he  ami  we  have  never  dilTeied.  They  remind 
us  that  he  is  a  great  man,  and  that  the  largest  of  us  are 
very  small  ones.  Let  this  be  granted.  lint  "  a  living  doff 
is  better  than  a  dead  lion."  Judge  Douglas,  if  not  a  dead 
lion,  for  this  work,  is  at  least  a  caged  and  toothless  one. 
How  can  he  oppose  the  advances  of  Slavery?  He  don't 
care  anything  about  it.  His  avowed  mission  is  impressing 
the  "  i)ublic  heart  "  to  care  nothing  ahoiit  it.  A  leading 
Douglas  Democratic  newspaper  thinks  Dbuglas's  superior 
talent  will  be  needed  to  resist  the  revival  of  the  African 
slave-trade.  Does  Douglas  believe  an  etl'ortto  revive  that 
trade  is  aitjiroaching  ?  He  has  not  said  so.  Does  he  really 
think  so  ?  Hut  if  it  is,  how  can  he  resist  it?  For  years  he 
has  labored  to  prove  it  a  sacred  right  of  white  men  to  take 
negro  slaves  into  the  new  Territories.  Can  he  possibly 
show  that  it  is  less  a  sacred  riglit  to  buy  them  where  they 
can  be  bought  cheapest?  And  unquestionably  they  can 
be  bought  cheaper  in  Africa  than  in  Virginia.  He  hiie 
done  all  in  his  power  to  reduce  the  whole  question  of  Sla- 
very to  one  of  a  mere  right  of  property;  and  as  such,  how 
can  he  oppose  the  foreign  slave-trade — how  can  he  refuse 
that  trade  in  that  "  jiroperty"  shall  be  "  perfectly  free  "— 
unless  he  does  it  as  a  protection  to  the  home  production  ? 
And  as  the  home  producers  will  jirobably  not  ask  the  pro- 
tection, he  will  be  wholly  without  a  ground  of  opposition. 
Senator  Douglas  holds,  we  know,  that  a  man  may  right- 
fully be  wiser  to-day  than  he  was  yesterday — thai  he  may 
rightfully  change  wnen  he  finds  himself  wrong.  But  can 
we,  for  that  reason,  run  ahead,  and  Infer  that  he  will 
make  any  ))ariieular  change,  of  whicli  he,  himself,  has 
given  no  intimation  ?  Can  we  safely  base  our  action  upon 
any  such  vague  inference?  Now,  as  ever,  I  wish  not  to 
misrepresent  Judge  Douglas's  position,  question  his 
motives,  or  do  aiiglit  that  can  be  personally  offensive  to 
him.  Whenever,  if  ever,  he  and  we  can  come  together  on 
principle  so  tliat  our  cause  may  have  assistance  from  liis 
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preat  ability,  I  hope  to  liave  interposed  no  adventitious 
obstacle.  But  clearly,  he  is  not  now  with  us — lie  does  not 
pret-.;nd  to  be— he  does  not  promise  ever  to  be. 

Our  cause,  then,  must  be  intrusted  to,  and  conchicted 
bj',  its  own  undoubted  friends — tliose  whose  hands  are 
free,  whose  liearts  »re  in  the  work — who  do  care  for  the 
rc-^ult.  Two  years  ago  the  Republicans  of  the  nation 
iciustered  over  thirteen  hundred  thousand  strong.  AVe 
did  this  under  the  single  impulse  ©'resistance  to  a  common 
dm  ger,  with  every  external  circumstaLce  against  us.     Of 


strange,  discordant,  and  even  hostile  elements,  we 
gathered  from  the  four  winds,  and  formed  and  fought  the 
battle  through,  under  the  constai.t  hot  fire  of  a  disciplined, 
proud  and  pampered  enemy.  Did  we  brave  all  ih,-m  \o 
falter  now? — now,  when  tliat  same  enemy  is  wavering, 
dissevered  and  belligerent?  Tlie  result  is  not  doubtful. 
We  shall  not  fail — if  we  stand  firm,  we  shall  not  Jail. 
Wise  counsels  may  accelerate,  or  mistakes  delay  it,  but, 
sooner  or  later,  the  victory  is  sure  to  come. 


SLAVERY  DISCUSSED  BY  LIiXCOLN  AND  DOUGLAS. 

QUESTIONS  AND  ANSWEES. 
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At  the  second  Joint  Debate,  between  Mr. 
Douglas  and  Mr.  Lincoln,  at  Freeport,  Illinois, 
August  27th,  1858,  Jlr.  Lincoln  spoke  as  fol- 
lows : 

Ladies  and  Gbntlkmen:  On  Saturday  last.  Judge 
Douglas  and  myself  first  met  in  public  discussion.  He 
spoke  one  hour,  I  an  hour  and  a  half,  and  he  replied  for 
half  and  hour.  The  order  is  now  reversed.  I  am  to 
speak  an  hour,  he  an  hour  and  a  half,  and  then  I  am  to 
reply  for  half  an  hour.  I  propose  to  devote  myself  during 
the  first  hour  to  the  scope  of  what  was  brought  within  tlie 
range  of  his  half-hour  speech  at  Ottawa.  Of  course  there 
Was  brought  within  the  scope  in  that  half-hour's  speech 
something  of  his  own  opening  speech,  In  the  course  of 
that  opening  argument.  Judge  Douglas  proposed  to  me 
Seven  di>tinct  interrogatories.  In  my  speech  of  an  hour 
and  a  half,  I  attended  to  some  other  parts  of  his  speech, 
and  incidentally,  as  I  thought,  answered  one  of  the  in- 
terrogatories then.  I  then  distinctly  intimated  to  him 
that  I  would  answer  the  rest  of  his  interrogatories  on 
condition  only  that  he  should  agree  to  answer  as  many 
for  me.  He  made  no  intimation  at  the  time  of  the  propo- 
sition, nor  did  he  in  his  reply  allude  at  all  to  that  sugges- 
tion of  mine.  I  do  him  no  injustice  in  saying  that  he 
occupied  at  least  half  of  his  reply  iji  dealing  with  me  as 
though  I  had  refused  to  answer  his  interrogatories.  I 
now  propose  that  I  will  answer  any  of  the  interrogatories, 
upon  condition  that  he  will  answer  questions  from  me  not 
exceeding  the  same  number.  I  give  him  an  opportunity 
to  respond.  The  Judge  remains  silent.  I  now  say  that  I 
Will  answer  his  interrogatories,  whether  he  answers  mine 
or  not ;  and  that  after  I  have  done  so,  I  shall  propound 
mine  to  him. 

I  have  supposed  myself,  since  the  organization  of  the 
Republican  party  at  bloomington,  in  May,  1S50,  bound  as 
»  party  man  by  the  platforms  of  the  party,  then  and  since. 
If  in  any  interrogatories  wliich  I  shall  answer  I  go  beyond 
the  scope  of  what  is  within  these  platforms,  it  will  be  per- 
ceived that  no  one  is  responsible  but  myself. 

Having  said  thus  much,  I  will  take  up  the  Judge's  in- 
terrogatories as  I  find  them  printed  in  the  Chicago  Times, 
and  answer  them  seriatim.  In  order  that  there  may  be 
no  mistake  about  it,  I  have  copied  the  interrogatories  in 
writing,  and  also  my  answers  to  them.  The  first  of  these 
interrogatories  is  in  these  words  : 

Question  1.  "  I  desire  to  know  whether  Lincoln  to-.iay 
stands,  as  he  did  in  1854,  in  favor  of  the  uucondidonal  repeal  of 
the  Fugidve  Slave  lawf" 

Ansicer.  I  do  not  now,  nor  ever  did,  stand  in  favor  of  the 
uncnndiiional  repeal  of  the  Fugitive  Slave  law. 

Q-  2.  "  I  desire  him  to  answer  whether  he  .stands  pledged 
to-day,  as  he  did  in  1854,  against  the  admission  of  anv  more 
t  lave  States  into  the  Union,  even  if  the  people  want  the'ra?" 

A.  I  do  not  now,  or  over  did,  stand  pledged  against  the  ad- 
mission of  any  more  Slave  States  into  the  Union. 

Q.  3.  "I  want  to  know  whether  he  stands  pledged  against 
the  admission  of  a  new  State  into  the  Union  with  such  a  Con- 
siilulion  as  the  people  of  that  State  may  see  fit  to  make  ?" 

A.  I  do  not  stand  pledged  against  the  admission  of  a  new 
State  into  the  Union,  with  such  a  Constitution  as  the  people  of 
tlial  Suite  n\ay  see  fit  to  make. 

V.  4.  "  1  want  to  know  whether  he  stands  today  pledged 
to  Llie  aboUiio.i  of  Siaveiy  iu  the  District  of  Columbia?" 
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A.  T  do  not  stand  to-day  pledged  to  the  abolition  of  Slavery 
In  tlie  District  of  Columbia. 

Q.  5.  "I  desire  him  to  answer  whether  he  stands  pledged 
to  the  proliibition  of  the  slave-trade  between  the  dillerent 
States?" 

A.  I  do  not  stand  pledged  to  the  prohibition  of  the  slave- 
trade  between  the  ditTurent  States. 

(^.  6.  "  I  de.sir«  to  know  whether  he  stands  pledged  to  pro- 
hibit Slavery  in  all  the  Territories  of  the  Uniii-d  Slates,  North 
as  well  as  South  of  the  Missouri  Compromise  fine?" 

A.  I  am  imiillL'dly,  if  not  expressly,  pledged  to  a  belief  in 
the  rif/lu  and  diili/  of  Congress  to  proliibil  Slavery  in  all  the 
United  States  Territories. 

Q.  7.  "  I  desire  him  to  answer  whether  he  is  oppo.sed  to 
the  acquisition  of  any  new  territory  unless  Slavery  is  first  pro- 
hibited therein?" 

A.  I  am  not  generally  opposed  to  honest  acquisition  of  ter- 
ritory ;  and,  in  any  given  case,  I  would  or  would  not  oppose 
such  acquisition,  accordingly  as  I  might  tjiink  such  acqinsitlon 
would  or  would  not  aggravate  the  Slavery  question  among 
ourselves. 

Now,  my  friends,  it  will  be  perceived  upon  an  examina- 
tion of  these  questions  and  answers,  that  so  far  I  have 
only  answered  that  I  was  noi pledged  to  this,  that  or  the 
other.  The  Judge  has  not  framed  his  interrogatories  to 
ask  me  anytliing  more  than  this,  and  I  have  answered  in 
strict  accordance  with  the  interrogatories,  and  have 
answered  truly  that  1  am  not  pledged  at  all  upon  any 
of  the  points  to  which  I  have  answered.  But  I  am  not 
disposed  to  hang  upon  the  exact  form  of  his  interrogatory. 
I  am  rather  disposed  to  take  up  at  least  some  of  these 
questions,  and  state  what  I  really  think  upon  them. 

As  to  the  first  one,  in  regard  to  the  Fugitive  Slave  Law, 
I  have  never  hesitated  to  say,  and  I  do  not  now  hesitate 
to  say,  that  I  think,  under  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  the  people  of  the  Southern  States  are  entitled  to  a 
Congressional  Fugitive  Slave  Law.  Having  said  that,  I 
have  had  nothing  to  say  in  regard  to  the  existing  Fugitive 
Slave  Law,  further  than  that  I  think  it  should  have  been 
framed  so  as  to  be  free  from  some  of  the  objections  that 
pertain  to  it,  without  lessening  its  efficiency.  An<l  inas- 
much as  we  are  not  now  in  an  agitation  in  regard  to  an 
alteration  or  modification  of  that  law,  I  would  not  be  the 
man  to  introduce  it  as  a  new  subject  of  agitation  upon 
the  general  question  of  Slavery. 

In  regard  to  the  other  question,  of  whether  I  am 
pledged  to  the  admission  of  any  more  Slave  States  into 
the  Union,  I  state  to  you  very  frankly  that  I  would  be 
exceedingly  sorry  ever  to  be  put  in  a  position  of  having 
to  pass  upon  that  question.  I  should  be  exceedingly  glad 
to  know  that  there  would  never  be  another  Slave  State 
admitted  into  the  Union  ;  but  I  must  add,  tliat  if  Slavery 
shall  be  kept  out  of  the  Territories  during  the  territorial 
existence  of  any  one  given  Territory,  and  then  the 
people  shall,  having  a  fair  opportunity  and  a  clear  field, 
when  they  come  to  adopt  the  Constitution,  do  such  an 
extraordinary  thing  as  adopt  a  Slave  Constitution,  unin- 
fluenced by  the  actual  jiresence  of  the  institution  among 
them,  I  see  no  alternative,  if  we  own  the  country,  but 
to  admit  them  into  the  Union. 

The  third  interrogatory  is  answered  by  the  answer  to  the 
second,  it  being,  as  I  conceive,  tlie  same  as  the  second. 

Tiie  fourth  one  is  in  regard  to  the  abolition  of  Slavery 
in  the  District  of  Columbia.  In  relation  to  that,  I  have 
my  mind  Very  distinctly  made  up.     I  should  be  exceed- 


ISO 


A   POLITICAL   TEXT-BOOK   FOR   1860. 


inyly  glad  to  see  Slavery  iibolislieil  in  the  Di.^tfict  of 
Cviluuibia.  1  believe  lliat  Congress  possesses  the  coiisii- 
tuLioual  power  to  abolish  it.  Vet,  as  a  uieinber  cjf  Con- 
gress, 1  should  not,  with  my  present  views,  be  in  favor  of 
endeavoring  to  abolish  Slavery  in  the  district  of  Co- 
lumbia, unless  it  would  be  upon  these  conditions:  Fimi, 
that  the  abolition  should  be  gradual.  Second,  tliat  it 
should  be  on  a  vote  of  the  niiijonty  of  qualified  voters  in 
tiie  District  ;  and  Third,  that  compensation  should  be 
made  to  unwilling  owners.  With  these  three  conditions,  I 
confess  1  would  be  exceedingly  glad  to  see  Congress 
abolish  Slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  and,  in  the 
language  of  Henry  Clay,  "  sweep  from  our  Capital  that 
foul  blot  upon  our  nation." 

In  regard  to  the  fifth  interrogatory,  I  must  say  here, 
that  as  to  the  question  of  the  abolition  of  the  slave-trade 
between  the  different  States,  1  can  truly  answer,  as  I 
have,  that  I  am  pledged  to  nothing  about  it.  It  is  a 
subject  to  which  I  liave  not  given  that  mature  considera- 
tion that  would  make  me  feel  authorized  to  state  a  posi- 
tion so  as  to  hold  myself  entirely  bound  by  it.  In  other 
words,  that  question  has  never  been  prominently  enough 
8)efure  me  to  induce  me  to  investigate  whether  we  really 
have  the  constitutional  power  to  do  it.  I  could  investigate 
it  if  I  had  sufficient  time,  to  bring  myself  to  a  conclusion 
upon  that  subjt-cl;  but  I  have  not  done  so,  and  I  say  so 
frankly  to  you  here,  and  to  Judge  Douglas.  I  must  say, 
however,  tliat  if  I  should  be  of  opinion  that  Congress 
does  possess  the  constitutional  power  to  abolish  the 
slave-trade  among  the  different  States,  I  should  still  not 
be  in  favor  of  the  exercise  of  that  power  unless  upon 
some  conservative  principle  as  I  conceive  it,  akin  to  what 
I  have  said  in  relation  to  the  abolition  of  Slavery  in  the 
District  of  Columbia. 

My  answer  as  to  whether  I  desire  that  Slavery  should 
be  prohibited  in  all  the  Territories  of  the  United  States, 
is  full  and  explicit  within  itself,  and  cannot  be  made 
clearer  by  any  comments  of  mine.  So  I  suppose  in 
regard  to  the  question  whether  I  am  opposed  to  the  acqui- 
sition of  any  more  territory  unless  Slavery  is  first  pro- 
hibited therein,  my  answer  is  such  that  I  could  add  no- 
thing by  way  of  illustration,  or  making  myself  better  under- 
.Btood,  than  the  answer  which  I  have  placed  in  writing. 

Now  in  all  this,  the  Judge  has  me,  and  he  has  me  on 
the  record.  I  suppose  he  had  flattered  himself  that  I  was 
really  fentertaining  one  set  of  opinions  for  one  place  and 
another  set  for  another  place— that  I  was  afraid  to  say 
at  one  place  what  I  uttered  at  another.  What  I  am  say- 
ing here  I  suppose  I  say  to  a  vast  audience  as  strongly 
tending  to  Abolitionism  as  any  audience  in  the  State  of 
Illinois,  and  I  believe  I  am  saying  that  which,  if  it  would 
be  offensive  to  any  persons  and  render  them  enemies  to 
myself,  would  be  offensive  to  persons  in  this  audience. 

I  now  proceed  to  propound  to  the  Judge  the  interroga- 
tories, so  far  as  I  have  framed  them.  I  will  bring  for- 
ward a  new  installment  when  I  get  them  ready.  I  will 
bring  them  forward  now,  only  reaching  to  number  four. 

The  first  one  is  : 

Question  1.  If  the  people  of  Kansas  shall,  by  means  en- 
tirely unobjectionable  in  all  other  respects,  adopt  a  State  Con- 
siituiion,  and  ask  admission  into  the  Union  under  it,  he/ore 
they  have  the  rennisiie  number  of  inhabitants  according  to  the 
English  bill— some  uiuety-ihree  thousand— will  you  vote  to 
admit  ihein '/ 

Q.  2.  Can  the  people  of  a  United  States  Territory,  in  any 
lawful  wav,  against  the  wish  of  any  citizen  of  the  United 
Staies,  exclude  slavery  from  its  limits  prior  to  the  formation 
of  a  titiiie  Uoustiiiiiiou  V 

y.  3.  if  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  shall  decide 
thai.  Slates  cannoi  eicliide  slavery  from  their  liiniis,  are  you 
in  favor  of  acquiescing  in,  adopting  and  following  such  de- 
cision as  a  rule  of  poiutcal  aciiou  V 

Q.  i.  Are  yoii  in  lavor  of  acquiring  additional  territory,  in 
disregard  ol  how  such  acquisition  may  aUect  the  nation  on  the 
Slavery  question  ' 

As  introductory  to  these  interrogatories  which  Judge 
Douglas  pi  opounded  to  iiic  at  Oitawa,  he  read  a  set  of  re- 
solutions w':ich  he  said  Judge  TruiiibuU  and  myself  had 
j)articipated  in  adopiing,  in  the  first  Kepublicin  State 
Oonvenlion,  held  at  Springfield,  in  October,  lSo4.  He 
insisted  that  I  and  Judge  Trumbull,  and  perhaps  the 
entire  Kepublican  party,  were  responsible  for  the  doo- 
ti  lues  contained  in  the  set  of  resulutions  which  he  read, 
mid  I  understand  that  it  was  from  tl.alset  of  resolutions 
that  he  drdixed  the  interrogatories  which  he  propounded 
to  me,  iisnig  the-e  resolutions  as  a  sort  of  anthoriiy  for 
jn-opoundiiig  those  que^tions  to  me.  Now  I  say  here  to- 
day that  I  do  not  answer  his  interrogatories  because  of 
their  springing  at  all  from  that  set  of  resolutions  which  he 
read.  I  answered  them  because  Judge  Douglas  thought 
fit  to  ask  them.  I  do  not  now,  nor  never  did,  recognize 
any  responsibility  upon  myself  in  that  set  of  resolutions. 
JVii-n  1  replied  to  him  on  that  occasion.  I  assured  him 
ithai  I  n'  ver  had  anything  to  do  with  them.  I  repeat 
here  lo-uay,  that  I  never,  in  any  possible  form,  had  any- 
lliiug  lo  uo  with  that  set  of  resolutions.     It  turns  out,  I 


believe,  that  those  resolutions  were  never  passed  in  any 
Convention  held  in  Springfield.  It  turns  out  that  they 
were  never  passed  at  any  Convention  or  any  public 
nieethig  that  I  had  any  part  in.  I  believe  it  turns  out  in 
addilioii  to  all  this,  that  there  was  not,  in  the  fall  of  lS5-t, 
any  Convention  holding  a  session  at  Springfield  calling 
itself  a  Kepublican  State  Convention ;  yet  it  is  true  tlitre 
was  a  Convention,  or  assemblage  of  men  calling  them- 
selves a  Convention,  at  Springfield,  that  did  pass  some 
resolutions.  But  so  little  did  I  really  know  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  that  Convention,  or  what  set  of  resolutions 
they  had  passed,  thouph  having  a  general  knowledge 
that  there  had  been  such  an  assemblage  of  men  there, 
that  when  Judge  Douglas  read  the  resolutions,  I  really 
did  not  know  but  they  had  been  the  resolutions  passed 
then  and  there.  I  did  not  question  that  they  were  the  re- 
solutions adopted.  For  I  could  not  bring  myself  to  su))- 
pose  that  Judge  Douglas  could  say  what  he  did  upon  this 
subject  without  /cnoioing  that  it  was  true.  1  contented 
myself,  on  that  occasion,  with  denying,  as  I  truly  could, 
all  conneclion  with  thein,  not  denying  or  affirming 
whether  they  were  passed  at  Springtield.  Now  it  turns 
out  that  he  had  got  Ihdd  of  some  resulutiuns  passed  at 
some  Convention  or  public  meeting  in  Kane  County.  I 
wish  to  say  here,  that  I  don't  conceive  that  in  any  fair 
and  just  mind  this  discovery  relieves  me  at  all.  1  had 
just  as  much  to  do  with  the  Convention  in  Kane  County 
as  tliat  at  Springfield.  I  am  just  as  much  responsible  for 
the  resolutions  at  Kane  County  as  those  at  Springfield, 
the  amount  of  the  responsibility  being  exactly  nothing  in 
eitlurcase:  no  more  than  there  would  be  in  regard  to  a 
set  of  resolutions  passed  in  the  moon. 

I  allude  to  this  extraordinary  matter  in  this  canvass 
for  some  further  purpose  than  anything  yet  advanced. 
Judge  Douglas  did  not  make  his  statement  upon  that  oc- 
casion as  matters  that  he  believed  to  be  true,  but  he 
stated  them  roundly  as  being  true,  in  such  form  as  to 
pledge  his  veracity  for  their  truth.  AVheu  the  whole 
matter  turns  out  as  i't  does,  and  when  we  consider  who 
Judge  Douglas  is— that  he  is  a  distinguished  Senator  of 
the  United  States — that  he  has  served  nearly  twelve 
years  as  such — that  his  character  is  not  at  all  limited  as 
"an  ordinary  Senator  of  the  United  Stiites,  but  that  his  ■ 
name  has  become  of  world-wide  renown — it  is  moat  «c- 
traordinary  that  he  should  so  far  forget  all  the  sugges- 
tions of  justice  to  an  adversary,  or  of  prudence  to  him- 
self, as  to  venture  upon  the  assertion  of  that  which  the 
sligiitest  investigation  would  have  shown  liiinto  be  wholly 
false.  I  can  only  account  for  his  having  done  so  ujion 
the  supposition  iliat  that  evil  genius  which  has  attended 
him  through  his  life,  giving  to  him  an  apiian-nt  astonish- 
ing prosperity,  such  as  to  lead  very  many  good  men  to 
doubt  there  being  any  advantage  in  virtue  over  vice — I 
say  I  can  only  account  for  it  on  thesuijposition  that  that 
evil  genius  has  at  last  made  up  its  mind  to  forsake  him. 

And  I  may  add  that  another  extraordinary  feature 
of  the  Judge's  conduct  in  this  canvass — made  more  extra- 
ordinary by  this  incident — is,  that  he  is  in  the  habit,  in 
almost  all  the  speeches  he  makes,  of  charging  falsehood 
upon  his  adversaries,  myself  and  others.  I  now  ask 
whether  he  is  able  to  find  in  anything  that  Judge  Trum- 
bull, for  instance,  has  said,  or  in  anything  that  I  have 
said,  a  justification  at  all  compared  with  what  we  have,  in 
this  instance,  for  that  sort  of  vulgarity. 


MR.  DOUGLAS'  REPLY. 

Ladiks  and  Gentlemen  :  I  am  glad  that  at  last  I  have 
brought  Mr.  Lincoln  to  the  conclusion  that  he  had  better 
define  his  position  on  certain  political  questions  to  which  I 
called  his  attention  at  Ottawa.  He  there  showed  no  dispo- 
sition, no  inclinaliofi,  to  answer  them.  I  did  not  present 
idle  questions  for  him  to  answer  merely  for  my  gratifica- 
tion. 1  laid  the  foundation  for  those  interrogatories  by 
showing  that  they  constituted  the  platform  of  the  party 
whose  nominee  he  is  for  the  Senate.  I  did  not  presurao 
that  1  had  the  right  to  catechise  him  as  I  saw  proper,  unless 
I  showed  that  his  party,  or  a  majority  of"it,  stood  ujion  the 
platform  and  were  in  favor  of  the  propositions  upon  which 
my  questions  were  based.  I  desired  simply  to  know, 
inasmuch  as  he  had  been  nominated  as  the  first,  last,  and 
only  choice  of  his  party,  whether  he  concurred  in  the 
platform  which  that  party  had  adopted  for  its  govern- 
ment. In  a  few  moments  I  will  proceed  to  review  the 
answers  which  he  has  given  to  these  interrogatories  ;  but 
in  order  to  relieve  his  anxiety  I  will  5rst  respond  to  these 
which  he  has  presented  to  me.  Mark  you,  he  has  not  pre- 
sented interrogatories  which  have  ever  received  the  sanc- 
tion of  the  party  with  which  I  am  acting,  and  hence  he  '. 
has  no  other  foundation  for  them  than  his  own  furiosity.    '' 

First,  he  desires  to  know  if  the  people  of  Kansas  shall 
form  u  Constitution  by  means  entirely  proper  and  unoO- 


MR.   DOUGLAS'   KITLY. 


r.u 


Jectiouable  and  ask  admission  into  the  Union  as  a  i>tate, 
before  tliey  liave  the  requ  site  populHtiuii  for  a  luviiiber 
of  Cungrtrcmi,  u  liellif  r  I  will  vole  fur  that  aUiiiiusion.  Well 
now,  1  regret  excee<liii):l.v  tliat  lie  did  not  answer  tliut 
interiogatory  liim»elf  before  be  |iut  it  to  me,  in  order 
tliat  ne  iiiiKbt  uuilci-staiid,  and  not  be  left  to  infer  on 
nliich  side  lie  is.  .Mr.  Trumbull,  during  the  last  session  of 
Coii^'ress,  voted  from  the  beginuinK  to  the  end  against  the 
adiiiisii.on  of  Oregon,  although  a  free  .State,  because  she 
had  not  the  requisite  population  for  a  member  of  Con- 
gress. Mr.  Ti  umbuU  would  not  consent,  under  any  cir- 
cumstances, to  let  a  ^late,  free  or  slave,  come  into  the 
I'nioii  until  it  had  the  requi>ite  population.  As  Mr. 
Tiumbull  iis  in  the  field,  fighting  for  Mr.  Lincoln,  I  would 
like  to  have  .Mr.  Lincoln  answer  his  own  (|Ucslion  and  tell 
me  uheilier  he  is  lighting  Trumbull  on  that  issue  or  not 
Hut  I  will  answer  his  question.  In  reference  to  Kansas, 
it  is  uiy  opinion,  that  as  she  has  population  enough  to 
constitute  a  slave  Slate,  she  has  people  enough  for  a  Ki  ee 
^tate.  I  will  not  make  Kansas  an  exceptionable  case  to 
the  other  States  of  the  I'nion.  I  hold  it  to  be  a  sound 
rule  of  uuiveisal  application  to  require  a  Tei  litory  to 
contain  the  requisite  {lopula'ion  for  a  member  of  Con- 
gress, before  it  is  admitted  as  a  Stale  into  the  Union.  I 
made  that  proposition  in  the.'-cnate  in  IS'iO,  aiul  I  renew-  j 
ed  it  during  the  last  session,  in  a  hill  provid.ng  that  no 
Territory  of  the  United  Stales  should  form  a  Constitution 
and  apply  for  admission  until  it  had  the  requisite  popu- 
lation. On  another  occasion  I  proposed  that  neitiier 
Kansas,  or  any  other  Territory,  should  be  admitted  until 
it  hail  the  requisite  population.  Congress  did  not  adnjit 
aiiy  of  my  propositions  containing  this  general  rule,  but 
did  make  an  exception  of  Kansas.  I  will  stand  by  that 
exception.  K.tlier  Kansas  must  come  iu  as  a  Free  Slate, 
with  w hatever  population  she  may  have,  or  the  rule  must 
be  applied  to  all  the  other  territories  alike.  1  therefore 
answer  at  once,  thai  it  having  been  decided  that  Kansas 
has  people  enough  for  a  Slave  Slate,  I  hold  that  she  has 
enough  for  a  Free  State.  I  hope  M;'.  Lincoln  is  satisfied 
with  my  answer;  and  now  1  would  l.ke  to  get  his  answer 
to  his  own  interrogatory — whether  oi-  not  he  will  vote  to 
admit  K:insaB  before  she  has  the  requisite  population. 
1  want  to  know  whether  he  will  vote  to  admit  Oregon 
before  that  Territory  has  the  reiiuisite  poiiulaliun.  Mr. 
Trumbull  will  not,  and  the  same  reason  thai  commits  Mr. 
Trumbull  against  the  admission  of  Oregon,  commits  him 
against  Kansas,  even  if  she  should  apply  for  ailm.ssion 
as  a  Free  State.  If  there  is  any  sincerliy,  any  truth,  in 
the  argtiiaent  of  .Mr.  Truinljull  in  the  Senate,  against  the 
adiiiissiKii  of  Oiegon  because  she  hail  not  li:i,4L'0  people, 
al:hough  her  population  was  larger  iliun  that  of  Kansas. 
he  stands  pledged  aeainst  the  adri:Usioii  of  bolJi  Oregon 
mnd  Kansas  until  they  have  9:iA~0  inhabitant.  I  would 
like  .Mr.  lancoln  to  answer  this  que.-tion.  I  would  like 
him  to  take  his  own  medicine.  If  he  dilTers  with  .Mr. 
Trumbull  let  him  answer  his  argument  against  the  udmiii- 
sioD  of  Oregon,  instead  of  poking  questions  at  me. 

The  next  question  propounded  to  me  by  Mr.  Lincoln  is, 
can  the  people  of  the  Territory  in  any  lawful  way,  against 
the  wishes  of  any  citizen  of  the  Iriited  States,  exclude 
Slavery  from  their  limits  prior  to  the  formation  of  a  State 
constitution?  1  answer  emphatically,  as  Mr.  Lincoln  has 
h'-ard  me  answer  a  humlred  times  from  every  stump  in 
Illinoi.i,  that  in  my  opinion  the  people  of  a  Territory  can, 
by  lawful  niean.s,  excluile  Slavery  from  their  limits  prior 
to  the  formation  of  a  Slate  constitution.  Mr.  I/mcoln  knew 
that  I  h.id  answered  that  question  over  and  over  again. 
He  heard  me  argue  the  Nebraska  bib  oo  that  principle  all 
over  the  State  in  H.M,  In  lb5.\  and  in  l^ibd ;  and  he  has  no 
excuse  for  pretemUng  to  be  in  doubt  as  to  my  position  on 
that  question.  It  matters  not  what  way  the  Supreme 
Court  may  hereafter  decide  as  to  the  abstract  question 
whether  Slavery  may  or  may  not  go  into  a  Territory  un- 
der the  Constitution  ;  the  people  have  the  lawful  means  to 
Introduce  it  or  exclude  it  as  they  please,  for  the  rea.son 
that  Slavery  cannot  exist  a  day  or  an  hour  anywhere, 
unless  it  is  supported  by  local  police  regulations.  Those 
police  regulations  can  only  be  established  by  the  local 
legislature  ;  and  If  the  people  are  opposed  to  Slavery  they 
wUI  elect  representatives  to  that  body  who  will  by  un- 
fuendly  lepUlation  effectually  prevent  the  Introduction  of 
Jt  into  their  midst.  If,  on  the  contrary,  they  are  for  It, 
tlieir  legislation  will  favor  its  extension.  Hence,  no  mat- 
ter what  the  decWon  of  the  Supreme  Court  may  be  on 
Oiat  altstract  question,  still  the  riglit  of  the  people  to  make 
ft  slave  Territory  or  a  free  Territory  is  perfect  and  com- 
plete under  the  Nebraska  bill.  I  hope  Mr.  Lincoln  deems 
my  answer  satisfactory  on  that  point. 

In  thU  connection,  I  will  notice  the  charge  which  he  has 
intrcbiceil  in  relation  to  Mr.  Chase's  amendment.  I 
thought  that  I  had  chased  that  amendment  out  of  Mr. 
Li;ic^ln's  brain  at  Ottawa;  but  it  seems  that  still  haunts 
his  ima^'inallon,  and  he  is  not  yet  satisfied.     I  bad  sup- 


poscil  that  he  would  be  ashamed  to  press  that  qul^lIon 
further,  lie  is  a  lawyer,  and  has  been  a  member  of  Con- 
gress, and  has  occupied  his  time  ami  amused  you  by  tell- 
ing you  about  parliamentary  proceeiling.  lie  ou(;ht  to 
have  known  better  than  to  try  lo  piihn  off  his  miserable 
impositions  upon  Ibis  iiitelligi-nt  aut.'iince.  'Ihc  Nil.raika 
bill  provided  that  the  hgislalive  power  and  iiiitliority  ol 
Ihe  said  Territory  slmuld  exleml  lo  all  righlfiil  sul  jc  i  is  of 
legislulion,  con.-islent  with  the  organic  act  and  the  (.on.'-ti 
tution  of  the  United  Stales.  It  did  not  make  any  exception 
as  to  Slavery,  but  gave  all  the  power  Ihat  it  was  possible 
for  Congrc-is  lo  give,  without  violiiling  the  Colislitutit  i:,  to 
the  Teriitorial  Legislature,  with  no  exception  or  lin.ilaiion 
on  the  subject  of  Slavery  at  all.  The  lan):ua^e  of  that  I  ill 
which  I  have  (|Uoteil,  gave  the  full  |iOWer  and  the  full  au- 
thority over  the  suliject  of  Slavery,  aflirinativily  and  ne- 
gatively, to  introduce  it  or  exclude  it,  so  far  as  the  Constltn- 
lion  of  the  United  States  would  permit.  What  more  could 
Mr.  Chase  give  by  bis  amendment?  Nothing.  He  offered 
his  amendment  for  the  identical  puqiose  for  which  .Mr. 
Lincoln  is  using  it,  to  enable  demagogues  in  the  country 
to  try  and  deceive  the  iieople. 

His  amendment  was  to  tliis  elTect.  It  provided  that  the 
Legislature  shoulil  have  the  power  to  exclude  Slavery  : 
and  (.ieiieral  Ca.-.s  suggested,  "  why  not  give  the  power  lo 
introduce  as  well  as  exclude?"  The  answer  was,  they  have 
•  he  power  already  in  the  bill  to  do  both.  Chase  \ras  afraid 
his  amendment  would  be  adopted  if  he  put  the  alternative 
proposition  and  so  make  it  fair  both  ways,  but  would  not 
yield.  He  olVered  it  for  Ihe  purpose  of  having  it  rejected. 
He  offered  it,  as  he  lias  himself  avowed  over  and  over 
again,  siuiply  to  make  capital  out  of  it  for  the  stuniii.  He 
expected  that  it  w  ould  be  capital  for  small  polilicans  in  the 
country,  and  that  tliey  would  make  an  effort  to  deceive  the 
people  with  it;  and  he  was  not  mistaken,  for  Lincoln  Is 
carrying  out  the  plan  admirably.  Lincoln  knows  that  the 
Nebraska  bill,  without  Chase's  amendment,  gave  all  the 
power  nhich  the  Constitution  would  permit.  Could  Con- 
gress confer  any  more?  Could  Congress  go  beyond  Uie 
Constitution  of  the  country?  We  gave  all  a  full  grant 
with  no  exception  in  regard  to  Slavery  one  way  or  the 
otlier.  We  lefl  that  question,  as  we  left  all  others,  to  be  de- 
cided by  the  people  for  themselves,  just  as  they  pleased. 
I  w  ill  not  occupy  my  time  on  this  question.  I  have  argued 
it  before  all  over  IHinoi.s.  1  have  argued  it  in  this  beauti- 
ful city  of  Freeport ;  1  have  argued  it  in  the  North,  the 
South,  the  Kast,  and  the  West,  avowing  the  same  senti- 
ments .and  the  same  principles.  I  have  not  been  afraid  to 
avow  my  sentiments  up  here  for  fear  I  would  be  trotted 
down  into  Kgypt. 

The  third  question  which  Mr.  Lincoln  presented  is,  if  the 
SuiireineCourt  of  the  United  States  shall  decide  that  a  State 
of  this  Union  cannot  exclude  Slavery  from  lis  own  limits, 
will  1  submit  to  it?  I  am  amazed  that  Lincoln  .>.hould  ask 
such  a  ciuestion.  ("  A  school-boy  knows  better.")  Yeg,  a 
schoobboy  does  know  better.)  Mr.  Lincoln's  object  is  to 
cast  an  imputation  upon  the  Supreme  Court.  He  knows 
that  there  never  was  but  one  man  In  America,  claiming 
any  degree  of  intelligence  or  decency,  who  ever  for  a  mo- 
ment pretended  such  a  thing.  It  is  true  that  the  Wash- 
ington i'nion,  in  an  article  published  on  the  ITth  of  last 
December,  did  put  forth  that  doctrine,  and  I  denounced 
the  article  on  the  floor  of  the  Senate,  in  a  speech  which 
Mr.  Lincoln  now  pretends  was  against  the  President 
The  I'nion  had  claimed  that  Slavery  had  a  right  to  go  In- 
to the  free  States,  and  that  any  provision  in  Ihe  Constitu- 
tion or  laws  of  the  Free  States  to  the  contrary  were  null 
and  void.  I  denounced  it  In  the  Senate,  as  I  said  before, 
and  I  was  the  first  man  who  did.  Lincoln's  friends,  Trum- 
bull, and  Seward,  and  Hale,  and  Wilson,  and  the  whole 
Black  Kepublican  side  of  the  Senate,  were  silent.  They  left 
It  to  me  to  denounce  it.  And  what  was  the  reply  made  to 
me  on  that  occasion  ?  Mr.  Toombs,  of  Georgia,  got  up  and 
undertook  to  lecture  me  on  the  ground  that  I  ought  not  to 
have  deemed  the  article  worthy  of  notice,  and  ought  not 
to  have  replied  toil;  that  there  was  not  one  man,  wo- 
man, or  child  south  of  the  Potomac,  in  any  Slave  State, 
who  did  not  repudiate  any  such  pretension.  Mr.  Lincoln 
knows  that  that  reply  was  made  on  the  spot,  and  yet  now 
he  asks  this  question.  He  might  as  well  ask  me.  Suppose 
Mr.  IJncoln  should  steal  a  horse,  wouM  I  sanction  it ;  and 
it  would  be  as  genteel  in  me  to  ask  him,  in  the  event  he 
stole  a  horse,  what  ought  to  be  done  with  him.  He  cjtsts 
an  imputation  upon  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States,  by  supposing  that  they  would  violate  the  Constilu- 
tion  of  the  United  States.  I  tell  him  that  such  a  thing  is 
not  possible.  It  would  be  an  act  of  moral  treason  that  no 
man  on  on  the  bench  could  ever  descend  to.  Mr.  Lincoln 
himself,  would  never.  In  his  partisan  feelings,  so  far  forget 
what  was  right  as  to  he  guilty  of  such  an  act. 

The  fourth  question  of  .Mr.  Lincoln  Is,  are  you  in  favor 
of  acquiring  additional  territory,  in  d  sregard  as  to  how 
such   acquisition  may  affect  the  Union  an  the  Slavery 
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question  ?     This  question  is  rery  ingeniously   and  cun- 
ningly put 

The  Black  Republican  creed  lays  it  down  expressly, 
that  under  no  circumstances  shall  we  acquire  any  more 
territory  unless  SlaTery  is  first  prohibited  in  the  country. 
I  asli  Mr.  Lincoln  wheth*  ie  is  in  favor  of  that  proposi- 
tion. Are  you  (addressing  Mr.  Lincoln)  opposed  to  the 
acquisition  of  any  more  territory,  under  any  circum- 
stances, unless  Slavery  is  prohibited  in  it?  That  he  does 
not  lilje  to  answer.  When  I  ask  him  whether  he  stands 
up  to  that  article  in  the  platform  of  his  party,  he  turns, 
Yankee-fashion,  and  without  answering  it,  asks  me 
whether  I  am  in  favor  of  acquiring  territory  without  re- 
gard to  how  it  may  affect  the  Union  on  the  Slavery  ques- 
tion. I  answer  that  whenever  it  becomes  necessary,  in 
our  growth  and  progress,  to  acquire  more  territory,  that 
I  am  in  favor  of  it,  without  reference  to  the  question  of 
Slavery,  and  when  we  have  acquired  it,  I  will  leave  the 
people  free  to  do  as  they  please,  either  to  make  it  slave 
or  free  territory,  as  they  prefer.  It  is  idle  to  tell  me  or 
you  that  we  have  territory  enough.  Our  fathers  sup- 
posed that  we  had  enough  when  our  territory  extended 
to  the  Mississippi  River,  but  a  few  years'  growth  and  ex- 
pansion satisfied  them  that  we  needed  more,  and  the 
Louisiana  territory,  from  the  west  branch  of  the  Missis- 
sippi to  the  British  possessions,  was  acquired.  Then  we 
acquired  Oregon,  then  California  and  New  Mexico.  We 
have  enough  now  for  the  present,  but  this  is  a  young 
and  a  growing  nation.  It  swarms  as  often  as  a  hive  of 
bees,  and  as  new  swarms  are  turned  out  each  year,  there 
must  be  hives  in  which  they  can  gather  and  make  their 
honey.  In  less  than  fifteen  years,  if  the  same  progress 
that  has  distinguished  this  countiy  for  the  last  fifteen 
years  continues,  every  foot  of  vacant  land  between  this 
and  the  Pacific  Ocean,  owned  by  the  United  States,  will 
be  occupied.  Will  you  not  continue  to  increase  at  the 
end  of  fifteen  years  as  well  as  now  ?  I  tell  you,  increase, 
and  multiply,  and  expand,  is  the  law  of  tliis  nation's  ex- 
istence. You  cannot  limit  this  great  Republic  by  mere 
boundary  lines,  saying,  "  thus  far  shalt  thou  go,  and  no 
furtlier.  "  Any  one  of  you  gentlemen  might  as  well  say 
to  a  son  twelve  years  old  that  he  is  big  enough,  and 
must  not  grow  any  larger,  and  in  order  to  prevent  his 
growth  put  a  hoop  around  him  to  keep  him  to  his  pre- 
sent size.    What  would  be  the  result  ?    Either  the  hoop 


must  burst  ind  be  rent  asunder,  or  the  child  mn»t  dij. 
So  it  would  l»;  with  this  great  nation.  With  our  natural 
inrrease,  growing  with  a  rapidity  unknown  in  any  oilier 
part  of  the  globe,  with  the  tide  of  emigration  that  is  flee- 
ing from  despotism  in  the  old  world  to  seek  refuge  in 
our  own,  there  is  a  constant  torrent  pouring  into  this 
country  that  requires  more  land,  more  territory  upon 
which  to  settle,  and  just  as  fast  as  our  interests  and  our 
destiny  require  additional  territory  m  the  North,  in  the 
South,  or  on  the  Islands  of  the  ocean,  1  am  for  it,  and 
when  we  acquire  it,  will  leave  the  people,  according  to 
the  Nebraska  bill,  free  to  do  as  they  please  on  the  sub- 
ject of  Slavery  and  every  other  question. 

I  trust  now  that  Mr.  Lincoln  will  deem  himself  an- 
swered on  his  four  points.  He  racked  his  brain  so  much 
in  devising  these  four  questions  that  he  exhausted  him- 
self, and  had  not  strength  enough  to  invent  the  others. 
As  soon  as  he  is  able  to  hold  a  council  with  his  advisers, 
Lovejoy,  Farnsworth,  and  Fred  Douglass,  he  will  f  ame 
and  propound  others.  ("  Good,  good.")  You  Black 
Republicans  who  say  good,  I  have  no  doubt  think  that 
they  are  all  good  men.  I  have,  reason  to  recollect  that 
some  people  in  this  country  think  that  Fred  Douglass  is 
a  very  good  man.  The  last  time  I  came  here  to  make  a 
speech,  while  talldng  from  tlie  stand  to  you,  people  of 
Freeport,  as  I  am  doing  to-day,  I  saw  a  carriage,  and  a 
magnificent  one  it  was,  drive  up  and  take  a  position  on 
the  outside  of  the  crowd ;  a  beautiful  young  lady  was 
sitting  on  the  box-seat,  whilst  Fred  Douglass  and  her 
mother  reclined  inside,  and  the  owner  of  the  carriage 
acted  as  driver.  I  saw  this  in  your  own  town.  ("  What 
of  it  ?")  All  1  have  to  say  of  it  is  this,  that  if  you,  Black 
Republicans,  think  that  tlie  negro  ought  to  be  on  a  social 
equality  with  your  wives  and  daughters,  and  ride  in  a 
carriage  with  your  wife,  whilst  you  drive  the  team,  you 
have  perfect  right  to  do  so.  I  am  told  that  one  of  Fred 
Douglass's  kinsmen,  another  rich  black  negro,  is  now 
traveling  in  this  part  of  the  State  making  speeches  for 
his  friend  Lincoln  as  the  champion  of  black  men. 
("  What  have  you  to  say  against  it?")  All  I  have  to  say 
on  that  subject  is,  that  those  of  you  who  beUeve  that  the 
negro  is  your  equal  and  ought  to  be  on  an  equality  with 
you  socially,  politically,  and  legally,  have  a  right  to  en- 
tertain those  opinions,  and  of  course  will  vole  for  Mr. 
Lincoln. 
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Undkr  our  complex  system  of  government  it  is  the  first 
duty  of  American  statesmen  to  mark  distinctly  the  divi- 
ding line  between  Federal  and  Local  Authority.  To  do 
this  with  accuracy  involves  an  inquiry,  not  only  into  the 
powers  and  duties  of  the  Federal  Government  under  the 
Constitution,  but  also  into  the  rights,  privileges,  and  im- 
munities of  tlie  people  of  the  Territories,  as  well  as  of 
the  States  composing  the  Union.  The  relative  poVvers 
and  functions  of  the  Federal  and  State  governments  have 
become  well  understood  and  clearly  defined  by  their 
practical  operation  and  harmonious  action  for  a  long 
series  of  years ;  while  the  disputed  question — involving 
the  right  of  the  people  of  the  Territories  to  govern  them- 
selves in  respect  to  their  local  affairs  and  interna)  poUiy— 
remains  a  fruitful  source  of  partisan  strife  and  sectional 
controversy.  The  poUtical  organization  which  was  formed 
in  1854,  and  has  assumed  the  name  of  the  Republican 
Party,  is  based  on  the  theory  that  African  Slavery,  as  it 
exists  in  this  country,  is  an  evil  of  such  magnitude- 
social,  moral,  and  political— as  to  justify  and  require  the 
exertion  of  the  entire  power  and  influence  of  the  Fede- 
ral Government  to  the  full  extent  that  the  Constitution, 
according  to  their  interpretation,  will  permit  for  its  ulti- 
mate extinction.  In  the  platform  of  principles  adopted 
at  Philadelphia  by  the  Republican  National  Convention 
in  1356,  it  is  affirmed  : 

"  That  the  Constitution  confers  iipon  Congress  sovereign 
power  over  the  Territories  of  thr  United  States  for  iheir  gov- 
erumriit,  and  that  in  the  exercise  of  this  power  it  is  both  the 
right  and  the  duty  of  Congress  to  prohibit  iit  the  Territories 
those  twin  relics  of  barbarism,  polygamy  and  Slavery." 

According  to  the  theory  of  the  Republican  party  there 
its  an  irrepressible  conflict  between  Freedom  and  SUvery, 


free  labor  and  slave  labor.  Free  States  and  Slave  States, 
which  is  irreconcilable,  and  must  continue  to  rage  with 
increasing  fury  until  the  one  shall  become  universal  by 
the  annihilation  of  the  other.  In  the  language  of  the  most 
eminent  and  authoritative  expounder  of  their  political 
faith, 

"  It  is  an  irrepressible  conflict  between  opposing  and  endur- 
ing forces  ;  and  it  means  that  the  United  States  must  and  will, 
sooner  or  later,  become  either  entirely  a  slave  holding  nation 
or  entirely  a  free-labor  nation.  Either  the  cotton  and  rice 
fields  of  South  CaroUna,  and  the  sugar  plantations  of  Louisiana 
will  uliimately  bo  tilled  by  free  labor,  and  Charleston  and 
New-urleans  become  marts  for  legitimate  merchandise  alone, 
or  else  the  rye  fields  and  wheat  fields  of  Massachusetts  and 
New-York  aiust  again  be  surrendered  by  their  farmers  to 
slave  eiUiure  and  to  the  production  of  slaves,  and  Boston  and 
New-York  become  ouce  more  markets  for  trade  in  the  bodies 
and  souls  of  men." 

In  the  Illinois  canvass  of  185S  the  same  proposition 
was  advocated  and  defended  by  the  distinguished  Repub- 
lican standard-bearer  in  these  words  : 

"  In  my  opinion  it  (the  Slavery  agitation)  wiU  not  cease  unlil 
a  crisis  shall  have  beenreached  and  pa.ssed.  '  A  House  divided 
against  itself  cannot  stand.'  I  believe  this  government  can- 
not eudure  permanently  half  slave  and  half  free.  I  do  not 
expect  the  Honse  to  fall,  but  I  do  expect  it  will  cease  to  be 
divided.  It  wilt  become  all  one  thing  or  all  the  other.  Either 
the  opponents  of  Slaver.v  vt^ill  arrest  the  further  spread  of  it, 
and  place  It  where  the  public  mind  .shall  rest  in  the  beUef  ihal 
it  is  in  the  course  of  uliimate  exiincdon,  or  its  advocates  will 
pu.sh  forward  till  it  shall  become  alike  lawful  in  all  the  Stales 
— old  as  well  as  new,  Nortli  as  well  as  SouUi." 

Thus  it  will  be  seen,  that  under  the  auspices  of  a  po- 
litical party,  whith  claims  sovereignty  in  Congress  over 
the  subject  of  Slavery,  there  can  be  no  peace  on  the 
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Slavery  question— no  truce  in  the  sectional  strife— no  fra- 1  tUe  creator;  and  that  Cotifrress,  not  possessing  the  power 
tcrnitv  between  the  North  and  South,  so  long  as  this  Union     to  lejiislate  in  rcjpect  to  Alrican  Slavery  in  the  Territories, 

Territorial  Legislature  any  power 


remains  as  our  fatliers  made  it — divided  into  free  and 
slave  ^^tates,  with  the  right  on  the  pa:  t  of  each  to  retain 
Slavery  so  long  as  it  chooses,  and  to  abol.sli  it  whenever 
it  pleases. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  would  be  uncandid  to  deny  that, 
while  the  Democratic  party  is  a  unit  in  its  irreconcilable 
opposition  to  the  doctrines  and  principles  of  the  Kepub- 
lican  party,  there  are  radical  differences  of  opinion  in 
respect  to  the  poweis  and  duties  of  Congress,  and  the 
rights  and  immunities  of  the  people  of  the  Teiritories 
under  the  Federal  Constitution,  which  seriously  d^stu:  b 
its  harmony  and  threaten  its  integrity.  These  differen- 
ces of  opinion  arise  from  the  different  interpretations 
placed  on  the  Constitution  by  persons  who  belong  to  one 
of  the  following  classes  : 

First. — Those  who  believe  that  the  Constitution  of  the 
L'nited  States  neither  establishes  nor  prohibits  Slavery  in 
the  States  or  Territories  beyond  the  power  of  the  people 
legally  to  control  it.  but  •'  leaves  the  people  thereof  per- 
lec'.ly  free  '.o  form  and  regulate  their  domestic  institutions 
in  their  own  way,  subject  only  to  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States." 

Second. — Those  who  believe  that  the  Constitution  es- 
tablishes Slavery  in  the  Territories,  and  withholds  from 
Congress  and  the  Territorial  Legislature  the  power  to 
control  it ;  and  who  insist  that,  in  the  event  the  Territo- 
rial Legislature  fails  to  enact  the  requisite  laws  for  its 
protection,  it  becomes  the  imperative  duty  of  Congress 
to  interpose  its  authority  and  furnish  such  protection. 

Third. — Those  who,  while  professing  to  believe  that 
the  Constitution  establishes  Slavery  in  the  Territories  be- 
yond the  power  of  Congress  or  the  Territorial  Legisla- 
ture to  control  it,  at  the  same  time  protest  against  the 
duty  of  Congress  to  interfere  for  its  protection ;  but 
insist  that  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Judiciary  to  protect  and 
maintain  slavery  in  the  Territories  without  any  law  upon 
the  subject. 

By  a  careful  examination  of  the  second  and  third  pro- 
positions, it  will  be  seen  that  the  advocates  of  each  agree 
on  the  theoielical  question,  that  the  Constitution  estab- 
lishes Slavery  in  the  Territories,  and  compels  them  to 
have  it  whether  they  want  it  or  not ;  and  differ  on  the 
practical  point,  whether  a  right  secured  by  the  Constitu- 
tion shall  be  protected  by  an  act  of  Congress  when  all 
other  remedies  fail  The  reason  assigned  for  not  pro- 
tecting by  law  a  right  secured  by  the  Constitution  is,  that 
it  is  the  duty  of  the  Courts  to  protect  Slavery  in  the  Ter- 
ritories without  any  legislation  upon  the  subject.  How 
the  Courts  are  to  afford  protection  to  slaves  or  any  other 
property,  where  there  is  no  law  providing  remedies  and 
imposing  penalties  and  conferring  jurisdiction  upon  the 
courts  to  hear  and  determine  the  cases  as  they  arise,  re* 
mains  to  be  explained 

The  acts  of  Congress,  establisliing  the  several  Territo- 
ries of  the  United  States,  provide  that  :  "  The  jurisdiction 
of  the  several  Courts  herein  provided  for,  both  appellate 
and  original,  and  that  of  the  Probate  Courts  and  Justices 
of  the  Peace  shall  be  limited  by  law" — meaning  such  laws 
a.s  llie  Territorial  Legislatures  shall  from  time  to  time 
enact.  It  will  be  seen  that  the  judicial  tribunals  of  the 
Territories  have  just  such  jurisdiction,  and  only  such,  in 
respect  to  the  rights  of  persons  and  property  pertaining 
to  the  citizens  of  the  Territory  as  the  Territorial  Legisla- 
ture shall  see  fit  to  confer;  and  consequently,  that  the 
Courts  can  afford  protection  to  persons  and  property  no 
further  than  the  LegL^lature  shall,  by  law,  confer  the 
jurisdiction,  and  prescribe  tlie  remedies,  penalties,  and 
modes  of  proceeding. 

It  is  difhcult  to  conceive  how  any  person  who  believes 
that  the  Constitution  confers  the  right  of  protection  in 
the  enjoyment  of  slave  property  in  the  Territories,  regard- 
less of  the  wishes  of  the  people  and  of  the  action  of  the 
Territorial  Legislature,  can  satisfy  his  conscience  and 
his  oath  of  fidelity  to  the  Constitution  in  withholding  such 
Congressional  legislation  as  may  be  essential  to  the  en- 
joyment of  such  right  under  the  Constitution.  Under 
this  view  of  the  subject  it  is  impossible  to  resist  the  con- 
clusion that,  if  the  Constitution  does  establish  Slavery  in 
the  Territories,  beyond  the  power  of  the  people  to  con- 
trol it  by  law,  it  is  the  imi)erative  duty  of  Congress  to 
supply  all  the  legislation  necessary  to  its  protection  ;  and 
if  this  proposition  is  not  true,  it  necessa.ily  results  that 
the  Constitution  neither  establishes  nor  prohibits  Slavery 
anywhere,  but  leaves  the  people  of  each  State  and  Terri- 
tory entirely  free  to  form  and  regulate  their  domestic 
affairs  to  suit  themselves,  without  the  intervention  of 
Congress  or  any  other  power  whatsoever. 

But  it  is  urged  with  great  plausibility  by  those  who  have 
entire  faith  in  the  soundness  of  the  proposition,  that  "a 
Territory  is  the  mere  creature  of  Congress  ;  that  the  crea- 
ture cannot  be  clotJed  with  any  powers  not  possessed  by 


cannot  delegate    U>   a 

which  it  df)e^  iiot  iL'^elf  possess." 

This  proposition  is  as  plau:^ible  as  it  is  fallacious.  But 
the  revei-se  of  it  is  true  as  a  general  rule.  Congress  can- 
not delegate  to  a  Territorial  Legislature,  or  to  any  other 
body  of  men  whatsoever,  any  power  which  tlie  Constitu- 
tion has  vested  in  Coni;ress.  In  other  words  :  £rei  y 
[nrurer  cvujerrtd  in  (<.;!(//**«  It/  the  ftiiktitutii  ii- 
/itu.'^l  be  <.av/-<  i.v<-t/  iy  Cuin/i  ena  in  the  modeprencrilid 
in  the  Cvnj-tiiution. 

Let  us  test  the  correctness  of  this  proposition  by  refer- 
ence to  the  powers  of  Congress  as  defined  in  the  Constitu- 
tion: 

"  The  Congress  shall  have  power — 
To  lay  auU  eoUect  la.vies.  duties,  imposts,  and  excises." 


etc.  . 

■■  To  borrow  money  on  ihe  erertil  of  the  United  States  ,' 
"'lo  regulate  coiunieree  iii.J  loreij;u  nations,"  etc.  ; 
"  To  esiablish  a  unil'orm  rule  of  naturalization,"  etc.  ; 
"To  coin  money,  and  n  gnla  e  ih>'  value  thereof;" 
"  To  csialilish  post  ollices  aiu.  jiusiroads  ;" 
"  To  constuute  iriliuiials  iiilenur  '.o  the  Supreme  Court  ;" 
"  To  declare  war,"  eic.  ; 
"  To  provide  aud  maiiilaln  a  navy." 

This  list  might  be  extended  so  as  to  embrace  all  the 
power  conferred  on  Congress  by  the  Constitution;  but 
enough  has  been  cited  to  test  the  principle.  AVill  it  be 
contended  that  Congress  can  delegate  any  one  of  these 
powers  to  a  Territorial  Legislature,  or  to  any  tribunal 
whatever?  Can  Congress  delegate  to  Kansas  the  power 
to  "regulate  commerce,"  or  to  Nebraska  the  power  "  to 
establish  uniform  rules  of  naturalization,"  or  to  Illinois  the 
power  "  to  coin  money  and  regulate  the  value  thereof," 
or  to  Virginia  the  power  "  to  establish  post-offices  and 
post-roads?" 

The  mere  statement  of  the  question  carries  with  it  the 
emphatic  answer,  that  Congress  cannot  delegate  any 
power  which  it  does  not  possess  ;  but  that  every  power  con- 
ferred on  Congress  by  the  Constitution  must  be  exercised 
by  Congress  in  the  manner  prescribed  in  that  instrument. 

On  the  other  hand,  there  are  cases  in  which  Congress 
may  establish  tribunals  and  local  governments,  and  invest 
them  with  powers  which  Congress  does  not  possess,  and 
cannot  exercise  under  the  Constitution.  For  instance. 
Congress  may  establish  courts  inferior  to  the  Supreme 
Court,  and  confer  upon  tliem  the  power  to  hear  and  de- 
termine cases,  and  render  judgments  affecting  the  life, 
liberty,  and  property  of  the  citizen,  without  itself  having 
the  power  to  hear  and  determine  such  causes,  rendtr 
judgments,  or  revise  or  annul  the  same.  In  like  manner 
Congress  may  institute  governments  for  the  Territories, 
composed  of  an  executive,  judicial,  and  legislative  depart- 
ment ;  and  may  confer  upon  the  Governor  all  the  execu- 
tive powers  and  functions  of  the  Territory,  without  havhig 
the  right  to  exercise  any  one  of  those  powers  or  functions 
itself. 

Congress  may  confer  upon  the  judicial  department  all 
the  judicial  powers  and  functions  of  the  Territory,  without 
having  the  right  to  hear  and  determine  a  cause,  or  render 
a  judgment,  or  to  revise  or  annul  any  decision  made  by 
the  courts  so  established  by  Congress.  Congress  may  also 
confer  upon  the  legislative  department  of  the  Territory 
certain  legislative  powere  which  it  can  not  itself  exercise, 
and  only  such  as  Congress  cannot  exercise  under  the 
Constitution.  The  powers  which  Congress  may  thus  con- 
fer, but  cannot  exerciiie,  are  such  as  relate  to  the  do- 
mestic affairs  and  internal  polity  of  the  Territory,  and  do 
not  affect  the  general  welfare  of  the  Republic. 

Tills  dividing  line  between  F'ederal  and  Local  authority 
was  familiar  to  the  framers  of  the  Constitution.  It  is 
clearly  defined  and  di.stinctly  marked  on  every  page  of  his- 
tory wliich  records  the  great  events  of  that  immortal 
struggle  between  the  American  Colonies  and  the  British 
Government,  which  resulted  in  the  establishment  of  our 
national  indepem  ence.  In  the  beginning  of  that  strug- 
gle the  Colonies  neither  contemplated  nor  desired  inde- 
pendence. In  all  their  addresses  to  the  Crown,  and  to  the 
Parliament,  and  to  the  people  of  Great  Britain,  as  well  as 
to  the  people  of  .\merica,  they  averred  that  as  loyal  British 
subjects  they  deplored  the  causes  which  impelled  their  se- 
paration from  the  parent  country.  They  were  strongly 
and  affectionately  attached  to  the  Constitution,  civil  and 
political  iiLstitutions  and  jurisprudence  of  Great  Britain, 
which  they  proudly  claimed  as  the  birthright  of  all  English- 
men ;  and  de.Mred'  to  transmit  thtin  unimpaired  as  a  pre- 
cious legacy  to  their  posterity.  For  a  long  series  of  years 
they  remonstrated  against  t!ie  violation  of  their  inalien- 
able ri2ht.s  of  self-government  uuder  the  British  Constitu- 
tion, and  humbly  petitioned  for  the  redress  of  their  griev- 

Thev  acknowledged  and  affirmed  their  allegiance  to 
the  Crown,  their  ailection  for  the  people,  and  their  devo- 
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tion  to  the  Constitution  of  Great  Britain;  and  their  only 
complaint  was  that  thej'  were  not  permitted  to  enjoy  the 
rights  and  privileges  of  self-government,  in  the  manage- 
ment of  their  internal  aHairs  and  domestic  concerns,  in  ac- 
cordance with  tne  guaranties  of  that  Constitution  and  of  the 
colonial  charters  granted  by  the  Crown  in  pursuance  of  it. 
They  conceded  the  right  of  tlie  Imperial  Government' to 
make  all  laws  and  perform  all  acts  concerning  the  Colo- 
nies, which  were  in  their  nature  Imperial  and  not  Colo- 
nial— which  affected  the  general  welfare  of  the  Empire, 
and  did  not  interfere  with  the  "internal  polity"  of  the 
Colonies.  They  recognized  the  right  of  the  Imperial  Go- 
vernment to  declare  war  and  make  peace  ;  to  coin  money 
and  determine  its  value  ;  to  make  treaties  and  conduct  in- 
tercourse with  foreign  nations ;  to  regulate  commerce  be- 
tween the  several  colonies,  and  between  each  colony  and 
the  parent  country,  and  with  foreign  countries;  and  in 
general  they  recognized  the  right  of  the  Imperial  Govern- 
ment of  Great  Britain  to  exercise  all  the  powers  and  au- 
thority which,  under  our  Federal  Constitution,  are  dele- 
gated by  the  people  of  the  several  States  to  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States. 

Recognizing  and  conceding  to  the  Imperial  Government 
all  these  powers,  including  the  right  to  inntiiuie  govern- 
ments for  the  colovie.s,  by  granting  charters  under  which 
the  inhabitants  residing  within  the  limits  of  any  specified 
territory  might  be  organized  into  a  political  community, 
with  a  government  consisting  of  its  appropriate  depart- 
ments, executive,  legislative,  and  judicial;  conceding  all 
these  powers,  the  Colonies  emphatically  denied  that  the 
Imperial  Government  had  any  rightful  authority  to  impose 
taxes  upon  them  without  their  consent,  or  to  interfere 
with  their  internal  polity  ;  claiming  that  it  was  the  birth- 
right of  all  Englishmen — inalienable  when  formed  into  a 
political  community — to  exercise  and  enjoy  all  the  rights, 
privileges,  and  immunities  of  self-government  in  respect  to 
all  matters  and  things  which  were  local  and  not  general 
— internal  and  not  external — colonial  and  not  imperial-— 
as  fully  as  if  they  were  inhabitants  of  England,  with  a  fair 
representation  in  Parliament. 

Thus  it  appears  that  our  fathers  of  the  Revolution  were 
contending,  not  for  independence  in  the  first  instance,  but 
for  the  inestimable  right  of  local  self-government  under 
the  British  Constitution  ;  the  right  of  every  distinct  political 
community  —  dependent  colonies,  territories,  provinces, 
as  well  as  sovereign  States — to  make  their  own  local  laws, 
form  their  own  domestic  institutions,  and  manage  then- 
own  internal  affairs  in  their  own  way,  sul^ect  only  to  the 
Constitution  of  Great  Britain  as  the  paramount  law  of  the 
empire. 

The  government  of  Great  Britain  had  violated  this  ina- 
lienable riglit  of  local  self-government  by  a  long  series  of 
acts  on  a  great  variety  of  subjects.  The  first  serious  point 
of  controversy  arose  on  the  Slavery  question  as  early  as 
1691),  which  continued  a  fruitful  source  of  irritation  until 
the  Revolution,  and  formed  one  of  the  causes  for  the  sepa- 
ration of  the  Colonies  from  the  BritLsh  crown. 

For  more  than  forty  years  the  provincial  legislature  of 
Virginia  had  passed  laws  for  the  protection  and  encourage- 
ment of  African  Slavery  within  her  limits.  This  policy 
was  steadily  pursued  until  the  white  inhabitants  of  Virgi- 
nia became  alarmed  for  their  own  safety,  in  view  of  the 
numerous  and  formidable  tribes  of  Indian  savages  which 
surrounded  and  threatened  the  feeble  white  settlements, 
while  ship-loads  of  African  savages  were  being  daily  landed 
in  their  midst.  In  order  to  check  and  restrain  a  policy 
which  seemed  to  threaten  the  very  existence  of  the  colony, 
the  provincial  legislature  enacted  a  law  im])0sing  a  tax 
upon  every  slave  who  should  be  brought  uito  \  irginia. 
The  British  merchants,  who  were  engaged  in  the  African 
slave-trade,  regarding  this  legislation  as  injurious  to  their 
Interests  and  in  violation  of  their  rights,  petitioned  the 
King  of  England  and  his  majesty's  ministers  to  annul  the 
obnoxious  law,  and  protect  them  in  their  right  to  carry 
their  slaves  into  Virginia  and  all  other  British  colonies 
which  were  the  common  property  of  the  empire  —  ac- 
quired by  the  common  blood  and  common  treasiu-e — and 
from  wfiich  a  few  adventurers,  who  had  settled  on  the  im- 
perial domain  by  his  majesty's  sufi'erance,  had  no  right  to 
exclude  them,  or  discriminate  against  their  property  by  a 
mere  provincial  enactment.  Upon  a  full  consideration  of 
the  subject,  the  king  graciously  granted  the  prayer  of  the 
petitioners;  and  accordingly  issued  peremptory  orders  to 
the  royal  governor  of  Virginia,  and  to  the  governors  of  all 
the  ot'her  British  colonies  in  America,  forbidding  them  to 
sign  or  ajiprove  any  colonial  or  provincial  enactment  uiju- 
rious  to  the  African  slave-trade,  unless  such  enactment 
sluiulJ  contain  a  clause  suspending  its  operation  until  his 
majesty's  pleasure  should  be  made  known  in  the  premises. 
.Judge  Tucker,  in  his  Appendix  to  Blackstone,  refers  to 
thirty-one  acts  of  tlie  provincial  legisl.-iture  of  Virginia, 
passed  at  various  periods  from  1G02  to  1772,  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  African  Slavery,  showing  conclusively  tlut  Virginia 


always  considered  this  as  one  of  the  questions  affecting 
her  "internal  polity,"  over  which  she,  in  common  with 
the  other  colonies,  claimed  "  the  right  of  exclusive  legisla- 
tion in  their  provincial  legislatures  "  within  their  respec- 
tive limits.  Some  of  these  acts,  particularly  those  which 
were  enacted  prior  to  the  year  1099,  were  evidently  in- 
tended to  foster  and  encourage,  as  well  as  to  regulate  and 
control,  African  Slavery,  as  one  of  the  domestic  institutions 
of  the  colonj'.  The  act  of  1(599,  and  most  of  the  enact- 
ments subsequent  to  that  date,  were  as  obviously  designed 
to  restrain  and  check  the  growth  of  the  institution,  with 
the  tiew  of  confining  it  within  the  limit  of  the  actual  neces- 
sities of  the  community,  or  its  ultimate  extinction,  as 
might  be  deemed  most  conducive  to  the  public  interests, 
by  a  system  of  unfriendly  legislation,  such  as  imposing  a 
tax  on  all  slaves  introduced  into  the  colony,  which  was 
increased  and  renewed  frojn  time  to  time,  as  occasion  re- 
quired, until  the  period  of  the  Revolution.  Many  of  these 
acts  never  took  effect,  in  consequence  of  the  king  with- 
holding his  assent,  even  after  the  governor  had  approved 
the  enactment,  in  cases  where  it  contained  a  clause  sus- 
pending its  operation  until  his  majesty's  pleasure  should 
be  made  known  in  the  premises. 

In  1772,  the  provincial  legislature  of  Virginia,  after  im- 
posing another  tax  of  five  per  cent,  on  all  slaves  imported 
into  the  colony,  petitioned  the  king  to  remove  all  those 
restraints  which  inhibited  his  majesty's  governors  assent- 
ing to  such  laws  as  might  check  so  very  pernicious  a  com- 
merce as  Slavery.    Of  this  petition  Judge  Tucker  says  ; 

"The  following  extract  from  a  petition  to  the  Throne,  pre- 
sented from  the  House  of  Burgesses  of  Virginia,  April  1st, 
I't'i'l,  will  show  the  sense  of  the  people  of  Vu-giuia  on  the  sub- 
ject of  Slavery  at  that  period  : 

"  '  The  importation  of  slaves  into  the  colony  from  the  coast 
of  Africa  hatn  long  been  considered  as  a  iradi'  of  grt  at  iuhu- 
nianiiy  ;  and  under  its  present  encouragement  we  have  loo 
much  reason  to  f,>ar  will  endanger  the  very  existence  of  your 
Majesty's  American  dominions.'  " 

Mark  the  ominous  words  !  Virginia  tells  the  king  of 
England  in  1772,  four  years  prior  to  the  Ueclatation  of 
Independence,  that  his  Majesty's  American  dominions 
are  in  danger :  not  because  of  the  Stamp  duties — uot 
because  of  the  tax  on  tea — not  because  of  his  attempts 
to  collect  revenue  in  America!  These  have  s  nee  been 
deemed  sufficient  to  justify  rebellion  and  revolution. 
But  none  of  these  are  referred  to  by  Virginia  in  her 
address  to  the  Throne — there  being  another  wiong  which 
in  magnitude  and  enormity,  so  far  exceeded  these  and 
all  other  causes  of  complaint,  that  the  very  existence  of 
his  Majesty's  American  dominions  depended  upon  it  \ 
That  wrong  consisted  in  forcing  African  Slavery  upon  a 
dependent  colony  without  her  consent,  and  in  opposition 
to  the  wishes  of  her  own  people  ! 

The  people  of  Virginia  at  that  day  did  not  appreciate 
the  force  of  the  argument  used  by  the  British  merchants, 
who  were  engaged  in  the  African  slave-trade,  and  which 
was  afterward  indorsed,  at  least  by  implication,  by  the 
king  and  his  ministers  ;  that  the  Colonies  were  the  com- 
mon property  of  the  empire— acquired  by  the  common 
blood  and  treasure — and  therefore  all  British  subjects  had 
the  right  to  carry  their  slaves  into  the  colonies,  and  hold 
them  in  defiance  of  the  local  law  and  in  contempt  of  the 
wishes  and  safety  of  the  Colonies. 

The  people  of  Virginia  not  being  convinced  by  th's 
process  of  reasoning,  still  adhered  to  the  doctrine  which 
they  held  in  common  with  their  sister  colonies,  that  it 
was  the  birthright  of  all  freemen — inalienable  when 
f(jrmed  into  jjolilical  communities — to  exercise  exclusive 
legislation  in  rcsjiecl  to  all  matters  pertaining  to  their 
internal  polity — Slavery  not  excepted ;  and  rather  than 
surrender  this  great  right,  they  were  prepared  to  with- 
draw their  allegiance  fiom  the  crown. 

Again  referring  to  this  petition  to  the  king,  the  same 
learned  judge  adds : 

"  This  petition  produced  no  effect,  as  appears  from  the  first 
elaus.'.  of  our  (Virginia)  Cousiiiutioti,  where,  among  oJi.-r 
ac's  of  misrule,  the  inhuman  use  of  the  royal  negative  In 
refasiiig  us  (the  people  of  Virginia)  permission  to  exclude 
.-^livery  from  us  by  law,  is  enumerated  among  the  reasons 
or  separating  from"(JrPat  Britaia." 

This  clause  in  the  Constitution  of  Virginia,  referring  to 
the  inhuman  use  of  the  royal  negative,  in  refusing  the 
Colony  of  Virginia  permission  to  exclude  Slavery  from  her 
limits  by  law,  as  one  of  the  reasons  for  separating  f.  om 
Great  Britain,  was  adopted  on  the  12th  day  of  June, 
1776,  three  weeks  and  one  day  i>revious  to  the  Declara- 
tion of  Independence  by  the  Continental  Congress  ;  and 
after  remaining  in  force  as  a  part  of  the  Constitution 
for  a  period  of  fifty-four  years,  was  re-adof.ted,  without 
alteration,  by  the  Convention  which  framed  (he  new 
Constitution  in  1830,  and  then  ratified  by  the  people  as  a 
part  of  the  new  Constitution ;  and  was  again  re-adopttd 
by  the  Convention  which  amended  the  Constitution  in 
1S50,  and  again  ratified  bv  the  people  as  a  part  of  thu 
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ameoded  Constitution,  and  at  this  day  remains  a  portion 
of  tli«  funilaniental  law  of  Virginia — proclaiiniiip  to  the 
world  and  to  posterity  that  one  of  the  reasons  for  separa- 
ting from  tireal  Ur.laiu  was  '•  Itie  inhuman  use  I'f  the 
royal  ntriiatlve  in  refusing  us  (the  Colony  of  Virginia) 
permis*ion  to  exelude  !>la\ery  fnnu  us  hy  law  I" 

Tbe  legislation  of  Virginia  on  this  suhject  may  he  taken 
as  a  fair  sample  of  the  legislative  enaciuients  of  each  of 
the  thirteen  (."olonies,  showing  i-onclusively  that  slavery 
was  legarded  by  tbeni  all  as  a  domestic  question  to  be 
regarded  and  determined  by  each  colony  to  suit  itself, 
without  the  intervcntinn  of  tlie  lirit  sh  Parliament  or 
"  the  inhuman  use  of  the  royal  negative."  Kach  colony 
passed  a  series  of  enactments,  beginning  at  an  early 
period  of  its  history  and  running  down  to  the  commence- 
ruent  of  the  Revolution,  either  protecting,  regulating,  or 
restraining  African  ^^lavery  within  its  re.-pective  limits, 
and  in  accordance  with  their  wishes  and  supposed 
Interests.  North  and  South  Carolina,  following  the  ex- 
ample of  Virginia,  at  first  encouraged  the  intioduction 
of  slaves,  utit:l  the  number  increased  beyond  their  wants 
and  necessities,  when  they  attempted  to  check  and 
restrain  the  further  growth  of  the  institution,  by  imposing 
a  high  I  ate  of  taxation  upon  all  slaves  which  should  be 
brought  into  those  colonies  ;  and  finally,  in  )'64,  South 
Carolina  passed  a  law  imposing  a  penalty  of  one  hundred 
pounds  (or  five  hundred  dollars)  for  every  negro  slave 
subsequently  introduced  into  that  colony. 

The  colony  of  Georgia  was  originally  founded  on  strict 
anti-slavery  principles,  and  rigidly  maintained  this  policy 
for  a  series  of  years,  until  the  inhabitants  became  con- 
vinced by  experience  that,  with  their  climate  and  produc- 
tions, slave  labor,  if  not  essential  to  their  existence,  would 
prove  beneficiiU  and  useful  to  their  material  interests. 
Maryland  and  Delaware  protected  and  regulated  African 
Slavery  as  one  of  their  domestic  institutions.  I'ennsylva- 
Dia,  under  the  advice  of  William  Penn,  substituted  fourteen 
years'  service  and  perpetual  adscript  to  the  soil  for  here- 
ditary Sliivery,  and  attempted  to  legislate,  not  for  the  total 
abolition  of  Slavery,  but  for  the  sanctity  of  marriage 
among  slaves,  and  for  their  personal  security.  New-Jer- 
»ey,  New-Vort,  and  Connecticut  recognized  .\frican  Slavery 
a«  a  domestic  ln^litution  lawfully  exbting  within  their  re- 
spective limits,  and  passed  the  requisite  laws  for  its  con- 
iTol  and  reirulalion. 

lUioile  Island  provided  by  law  that  no  slave  should  serve 
more  than  ten  years,  at  the  end  of  which  time  he  was  to 
be  set  free  ;  and  if  the  master  should  refuse  to  let  hira  go 
free,  or  sold  him  elsewhere  for  a  longer  period  of  service, 
be  was  subject  to  a  penalty  of  forty  pounds,  which  was 
supposed  at  that  period  to  be  nearly  double  the  value  of 
the  slave. 

Massachusetts  imposed  heavy  ta.xes  upon  all  slaves 
brouglit  into  the  colony,  and  provided  In  some  instances 
for  sending  the  slaves  back  to  their  native  land  ;  and  finally 
prohibiteil  the  introduction  of  any  more  slaves  into  the 
colony  under  any  circumstances. 

When  New-Hampshire  passed  laws  which  were  designed 
to  prevent  the  introduction  of  any  more  slaves,  the  Britbh 
Cabinet  Issued  the  following  order  to  Governor  Wentworth  : 
'■  Vim  are  not  to  give  your  assent  to,  or  pass  any  law  im- 
posing duties  upon  negroes  Imported  into  New-Hamp- 
shire." 

WMle  the  legislation  of  the  several  colonies  exhibits 
dissimilarity  of  views,  founded  on  a  diversity  of  interests, 
CD  the  merits  and  policy  of  Slavery,  It  shows  conclusively 
that  they  all  regarded  it  as  a  domestic  question  atTecting 
their  internal  polity  in  respect  to  which  they  were  entitled 
to  a  full  and  exclusive  power  of  legislation  in  the  several 
provincial  legislatures.  Kor  a  few  years  immeiUately  pre- 
ceding the  American  Revolution,  the  African  slave-trade 
was  encouraged  and  stimulated  by  the  British  Government, 
and  carried  on  with  more  vigor  by  the  KnglLsh  merchants, 
than  at  any  other  period  in  the  history  of  the  Colonies ; 
and  this  fact,  taken  in  connection  with  the  extraordinary 
claim  asserted  In  the  memorable  preamble  to  the  act  re- 
pealing the  stamp  duties,  that  "  Parliament  posse.<iscd  the 
right  to  bind  the  Colonies  in  all  cases  whatever,"  not  only 
In  respect  to  all  matters  affecting  the  general  welfare  of 
the  empire,  but  al.so  in  regard  to  the  domestic  relations 
and  internal  polity  of  the  Colonies — produced  a  powerful 
Impression  upon  the  mitiiis  of  the  colonists,  and  ijiiparted 
peculiar  prominence  to  the  principle  involved  in  the  con- 
troversy. 

Hence  the  enactments  by  the  several  colonial  leglsla- 
tares  calculated  and  designed  to  restrain  and  prevent  th- 
increase  of  slaves ;  atnl,  on  the  other  hand,  the  order- 
issued  by  the  Crown,  instructing  the  colonial  govemor- 
not  to  sicn  or  permit  any  legislative  enactment  prejudicial 
or  injurious  to  the  .African  slave-trade,  unless  such  enact- 
ntent  should  contain  a  clause  suspending  its  operation 
nntil  the  roy;il  pleasure  should  be  made  known  in  the 
premises ;  or,  in  other  words,  luitil  the  kog  should  have  an 


opportunity  of  annulUng  the  acts  of  the  colonial  legisla- 
tures by  the  "Inhuman  use  of  the  royal  negative." 

Thus  the  policy  of  the  Colonies  on  the  Slavery  i|Uestion 
had  assumed  a  direct  antagoni.>m  to  that  of  the  ItrltLsh 
Goveriuuent  ;  and  this  antagoiiLsm  not  only  ailded  to  the 
importance  of  the  principle  of  local  self-government  in  the 
Colonies,  but  produced  a  general  concurrence  of  opinion 
and  action  in  respect  to  the  question  of  Slavery  in  the 
proceedings  of  the  Continental  Congre.ss,  which  assembled 
at  I'hiladelphia  for  the  first  time  on  tlie  Jith  of  September, 
1774. 

On  the  14th  of  October  the  Congress  adopted  a  Bill  of 
Rights  for  the  Colonies,  in  the  form  of  a  series  of  resolu- 
tions, in  which,  after  conceding  to  the  Brili.sh  Government 
the  power  to  regulate  commerce  and  do  such  other  things 
as  affected  the  general  welfare  of  the  em|)lre,  without  in- 
terfering with  the  internal  polity  of  the  Colonies,  they  de- 
clared "  That  they  are  entitled  to  a  free  and  exclusive 
power  in  their  several  provincial  legislatures,  where  their 
right  of  representation  can  alone  be  prtsen-ed  in  all  cases 
of  taxation  and  internal  polity."  Having  thus  defined  tlie 
principle  for  which  they  were  contentling,  the  Congress 
proceeded  to  adopt  the  following  "  Peaceful  Measures," 
which  they  still  hoped  would  be  sufficient  to  induce  com- 
pliance with  their  just  and  reasonable  demands.  These 
'•  Peaceful  Measures  "  consisted  of  addresses  to  the  king, 
to  the  Parliament,  and  to  the  people  of  Great  Britain, 
together  with  an  association  of  non-intercourse  to  be  ob- 
served and  maintained  so  long  as  their  grievances  should 
remain  unredressed. 

The  second  article  of  this  association,  which  was  adopted 
without  opposition,  and  signed  by  the  delegates  from  all 
the  Colonies,  was  in  these  words : 

"That  we  will  neither  Import  nor  purchase  any  slave  Im- 
ported afier  the  first  dav  of  December  next ;  after  which  llrae 
we  will  wholly  discondnue  the  slave  trade,  and  wtU  neither 
be  concerned'in  it  oiirstivps,  nor  will  we  hue  our  vessels, 
nor  8<'U  our  rommodiiies  or  manufactures  to  those  who  are 
engaged  in  it " 

This  Bill  of  Rights,  together  with  these  articles  of  asso- 
ciation, were  subsequently  submitted  to  and  adopted 
by  each  of  the  thirteen  Colonics  in  their  respective  pro- 
vincial Legislatures. 

Thus  was  distinctly  formed  between  the  Colonies  and 
the  parent  country  that  issue  upon  which  the  Decla- 
ration of  Independence  was  founded,  and  the  battles  of 
the  Revolution  were  fought.  It  involved  the  specific 
claim  on  the  part  of  the  Colonies — denied  by  the  King 
and  Parliament — to  the  exclusive  right  of  legislation 
touching  all  local  and  internal  concerns,  Sltirery 
included.  This  being  the  principle  involved  in  the 
contest,  a  majority  of  the  Colonists  refused  to  per- 
mit their  delegates  to  sign  the  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence except  upon  the  distinct  condition  and  ex- 
press reservation  to  each  colony  of  the  exclusive  right 
to  manage  and  control  its  local  concerns  and  police  re- 
gulations without  the  Intervention  of  any  general  Con- 
gress which  might  be  established  for  the  Cnited  Colonies. 

Let  us  cite  one  of  these  reservations  as  a  specimen  of 
all,  showing  conclusively  that  they  were  fighting  for  the 
inalienable  right  of  local  gelf-governmeiil,  with  the  clear 
understanding  that  when  they  had  succeeded  in  throw- 
ing off  the  despotism  of  the  British  Parliament,  no  Con- 
gressional despotism  was  to  be  substituted  for  it : 

■•  We.  the  Delegates  of  Marvland.  In  Convention  ajsemhlisi, 
do  declare  that  the  King  of  Gr.at  Brlialn  has  viola'.d  hia 
compact  with  this  peojile.  and  that  they  owe  no  allegiance  to 
hnu.  We  have  ilierelore  thought  It  just  and  necessary  lo  em- 
power our  Deputies  in  Congress  to  Join  with  a  majority  of 
ihp  Culted  ColonlfS  In  deiUrlug  them  free  and  Iridependeut 
.Slates.  In  framing  surh  further  eonfedirallon  hftweeri  th>-m, 
in  making  fort-igii  »Uiance«,  and  In  adopting  siuh  oihrr  inea- 
siin-s  ai.  shall  be  judged  necessary  for  the  preservation  of  thctr 
UberUea: 

"  FruriJed,  The  sole  and  exrluslre  right  of  regulating  the 
Internal  polity  and  govermuenl  of  this  Colony  be  reserved  to 
ihe  p>-cple  thereof. 

■■  We  h.wc  also  thought  proper  to  call  a  new  Convention  for 
!he  piirpo^i.-  of  establishing  a  governm»nt  In  this  Colony. 

"No  aiiiVI'loui  vl>-w».  no  deglrc  of  indepemlenre.  Induced 
•Mf  p'-opl-  (if  .Maryland  to  form  a  anion  wl:h  ihe  oth'-r  Colo 
nl>-«.  lo  procure  an  exemption  from  I'lirlLinii'n'ary  taxa- 
ilmi,  and  to  ronilnue  lo  the  I  eglslntureg  (T  Ui.s--  <  ..Imn.'s  iJie 
sole  and  rielusive  right  of  regulaiing  Ih-lr  Inl'  rriai  I'oliy. 
W.IS  our  original  and  only  mi  live.  To  mauitaiii.  lnvi.iUi<-  our 
hb'rties.  ant  lo  transmit  th' ui  unlmpHired  to  posN-riiy.  waa 
our  duly  and  first  wish  ;  our  next,  to  eoniinue  eonnecied  wi  h 
snl  d.  pi-ndi-ni  on  Ureal  1  i-halD.  Kor  the  iruth  of  lhe«e 
I-  <  r\  .04  «•••  appi-al  to  that  Alnuglny  H.lii','  win.  U  empiiatl 
••1  Ihr?  .Searcher  of  hear  s  vihose   ouuJ 

me  is  conceal -d.     I  elylnc  ■  "  proi.-<Uoa 

....  ,an<p,  and  trusting  to  tin-  :  iriaus.-  ww 

exhort  and  conjure  everv  viiluous  ■  luz.  ii  lo  join  lordmlly  lo 
def  •n»'-  nf  our  i-ommon  rl?h  8  and  In  niaUiienHuce  of  ibe  fre» 
dom  of  thi.sa.ll  hi-r  iusi>-r  n  ;oniiH.'' 

The  fi  -St  plan  of  Fedcj-il  (njvemraent  adopted  for  the 
United  States  was  formed  during  the  Itevolutinn,  and  m 
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usually  known  as  "  The  Articles  of  Confederation."  By 
llicse  Articles  it  \v;is  provided  that  "Each  State  retains 
its  Sovereignty,  Freedom,  and  Independence,  and  every 
power,  juii^diction,  and  right  which  is  not  by  this  Con- 
federation expressly  delegated  to  the  United  States  in 
Congress  assembled." 

At  the  time  the  Articles  of  Confederation  were 
adopted— July  9,  1778— the  United  States  held  no  lands 
or  territory  in  common.  The  entire  country— including 
all  the  waste  and  unappropriated  lands— embraced  within 
01-  pertaining  to  the  Confederacy,  belonged  to  and  was 
the  property  of  the  several  States  within  whose  limits 
the  same  was  situated. 

On  the  6th  day  of  September,  17S0,  Congress  "  recom- 
mended to  the  several  States  in  the  Union  having  claims  to 
waste  and  uri:i|)propriated  lands  in  theAVestern  country, 
a  liberal  ces-ion  to  the  United  States  of  a  portion  of  their 
respective  claims  for  the  common  benefit  of  the  Union." 
On  the  '20:h  day  of  October,  1TS3,  the  Legislature  of 
Virginia  passed  an  act  authorizing  the  Delegates  in  Con- 
giess  from  that  State  to  convey  to  the  United  States 
"  the  territory  or  tract  of  country  within  the  limits  of 
the  Virginia  Charter,  lying  and  bearing  to  the  northwest 
of  the  river  Ohio  " — which  grant  was  to  be  made  upon 
the  "  condition  that  the  territory  so  ceded  shall  be  laid 
out  and  formed  into  States ;"  and  that  "  the  States  so 
formed  shall  be  distinct  republican  States,  and  admitted 
members  of  the  Federal  Union,  having  the  same  rights 
of  Sovereignty,  Freedom,  and  Independence  as  the  other 
States." 

On  the  1st  day  of  March,  17S4,  Thomas  Jefferson  and 
his  colleagues  in  Congress  executed  the  deed  of  cession 
in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  the  Virginia  Legislature, 
which  was  accepted  and  ordered  to  "be  recorded 
and  enrolled  among  the  acts  of  the  United  States  in 
Congi-ess  assembled."  This  was  the  first  territory  ever 
acquired,  held,  or  owned,  by  the  United  States.  On  the 
same  day  of  the  deed  of  cession,  Mr.  Jefferson,  as  chair- 
man of  a  committee  which  had  been  appointed,  consist- 
ing of  Mr.  JelTerson  of  Virginia,  Mr.  Chase  of  Maryland, 
and  Mr.  Howell  of  Rhode  Island,  submitted  to  Congress 
"  a  plan  for  the  temporary  government  of  the  territory 
ceded  or  to  be  ceded  by  the  individual  States  to  the 
United  States." 

It  is  important  that  this  JefTersonian  plan  of  govern- 
ment for  the  Territories  should  be  carefully  considered 
for  many  obvious  reasons.  It  was  the  first  plan  of 
government  for  the  Territories  ever  adopted  in  the 
United  States.  It  was  drawn  by  the  autlior  of  the  De- 
claration of  Independence,  and  revised  and  adopted  by 
those  who  shaped  the  issues  which  produced  the  Kevo- 
lution,  and  formed  the  foundations  upon  which  our 
whole  American  system  of  government  rests.  _  It  was 
not  intended  to  be  either  local  or  temporary  in  its  char- 
acter, but  was  designed  to  apply  to  all  "  territory  ceded 
or  to  be  ceded,"  and  to  be  universal  in  its  application 
and  eternal  in  its  duration,  wherever  and  whenever  we 
might  have  territory  requiring  a  government.  It  ignored 
the  right  of  Congress  to  legislate  for  the  people  of 
the  Territories,  without  their  consent,  and  recognized 
the  inalienable  right  of  the  people  of  the  Territories, 
when  organized  into  political  communities,  to  govern 
themselves  in  respect  to  their  local  concerns  and  in- 
ternal polity.  It  was  adopted  by  the  Congj-ess  of 
the  Confederation  on  the  '23d  day  of  April,  1TS4,  and 
stood  upon  the  Statute  Book  as  a  general  and  perma- 
nent plan  for  the  government  of  all  territory  which  we 
then  owned  or  should  subsequently  acquire,  with  a  pro- 
vision declaring  it  to  be  a  "  Charter  of  Compact,"  and 
that  its  provisions  should ''stand  as  fundamental  con- 
ditions between  the  thirteen  original  States  and  those 
newly  described,  unalterable  but  by  the  joint  consent 
of  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  and  of  the 
particular  State  within  which  such  alteration  is  proposed 
to  be  made."  Thus  this  Jeffersonian  plan  for  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  Territories— this  "  Charter  of  Compact  " 
— ''  these  fundamental  conditions,"  which  were  declared 
to  be  "  unalterable  "  without  the  consent  of  the  people 
of  "the  particular  State  [territory]  within  which  such 
alteration  is  proposed  to  be  made,"  stood  on  the  Statute 
Book  when  the  Convention  assembled  at  Philadelphia 
in  1787,  and  proceeded  to  form  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States. 

Now  let  us  examine  the  main  provisions  of  the  Jeffer- 
son Plan : 

Fi^ft.—"  Tha.1  the  territory  ceded  or  to  be  ceded  by  the 
individual  States  to  the  United  States,  whenever  the  same  shall 
have  been  purchased  of  the  Indian  iohabitanls  and  oB'ored  for 
sale  by  the  United  States,  shall  be  formed  into  additional 
Staics,"  etc.,  etc. 

The  Plan  proceeds  to  designate  the  boundar.es  and 
territorial  extent  of  the  proposed  "  additional  States,"  and 
iben  provides : 


Second. — "  That  the  settlers  within  the  Territory  so  to  he 
purchased  anj  offeri'd  for  sale  shall,  either  on  ihi-ir  owk 
pe  iiioii  or  on  the  ord  t  of  Congress,  receive  aiiilioriiy  from 
them,  with  appointments  of  tiraa  and  place,  for  Iheir  fre^  maleo 
of  full  age  to  meet  together  for  the  purpose  of  estalUishiug  a 
temporary  government  to  adopt  a  Constitution  and  laws  of 
any  one  of  these  .Slates  (the  original  States),  so  that  siicl>  laws 
nevertheless  shall  be  subject  to  altera'ion  by  th.-ir  ordinary 
Legislature;  and  to  erect,  subject  to  like  aliera.ioii,  couiili  s 
or  lowuships  for  the  election  of  members  for  their  Legisla- 
ture." 

Having  thus  provided  a  mode  by  which  the  first  inhabi- 
tants or  settlers  of  the  territory  may  assemble  together 
and  choose  for  themselves  the  Constitution  and  laws  of 
some  one  of  the  original  thirteen  Sttites,  and  declare  the 
same  in  force  for  the  go.vernment  of  their  territory  tem- 
porarily, with  the  right  on  the  pait  of  the  people  to 
change--  the  same,  through  their  local  Legislature,  as  they 
may  see  proper,  the  Plan  then  proceeds  to  point  out  the 
mode  in  which  they  may  establish  for  themselves  "  a  per- 
manent Constitution  and  government"  whenever  they 
shall  have  twenty  thousand  inhabitants,  as  follows  : 

Third. — "  That  such  temporary  government  only  sh  ill  con- 
tinue in  force  in  any  State  until  it  shall  have  acquired  twen.y 
thousand  free  inhaljitanls,  when,  giving  due  proof  thereof  .o 
Congress,  they  shall  receive  from  ih.  in  authoriiy,  \vi,h  a|)- 
poiuimt'Uts  of  time  and  place,  to  call  a  OmveiLtion  of  Re'pro- 
senia'ives  to  establish  a  permanent  (Jonsiiiiniou  and  govern- 
ment for  themselves." 

Having  thus  provided  for  the  first  settlers  "  a  tempo- 
rary government"  in  these  "  additional  States,"  and  for 
a  "permanent  Constitution  and  government"  when  they 
shall  have  acquired  twenty  thousand  inhabitants,  the  Plan 
contemplates  that  they  shall  continue  to  govern  them- 
selves as  States,  having,  as  provided  in  the  Virginia  deed 
of  session,  "  the  same  rights  of  sovereignty,  freedom,  and 
independence,"  in  respect  to  their  domestic  affairs  and 
internal  polity,  "  as  the  other  States,"  until  they  shall 
have  a  population  equal  to  the  least  numerous  of  the 
original  thirteen  States;  and  in  the  meantime  sh.all  keep 
a  sitting  member  in  Congress,  with  a  right  of  debating 
but  not  of  voting,  when  they  shall  be  admitted  into  the 
Union  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  other  Slates,  as  fol- 
lows : 

Fourth. — "  That  whenever  any  of  the  said  States  shall  have 
of  free  inhabitants  as  many  as  shall  tlii-n  he  in  any  one  of  the 
least  numerous  of  the  thirienn  original  States,  such  St'itt  shall 
be  admitted  by  its  delegates  into  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States  on  an  equal  fooiwg  with  the  said  original  States."  .... 

And— 

"  Until  such  admission  by  their  delegates  into  Congress  any 
of  the  said  SlnteM,  after  the  esiabl^s^^ment  of  their  temporary 
government,  shall  have  authority  to  keep  a  sitting  im-inberih 
Congress,  with  the  right  of  debating,  but  not  of  voting." 

Attached  to  the  provision  which  appears  in  this  paper 
under  the  "  third"  head  is  a  proviso,  containing  five  pro- 
positions, which,  when  agreed  to  and  accepted  by  the 
people  of  said  additional  States,  were  "to  be  formed 
into  a  charter  of  comnact,"  and  to  remain  forever  "  unal- 
terable," except  by  the  consent  of  such  States  as  well  as 
of  the  United  States — to  wit : 

"  Provided,  That  both  the  temporary  and  permanent  gov- 
ernments be  established  on  these  principles  as  their  basis  :" 

l.v<. — "  That  they  shall  forever  remain  a  part  of  the  United 
Stales  of  America." 

2d. — "That  in  their  persons,  property,  and  Territory  they 
shall  be  subject  to  the  government  of  the  United  States  in 
Congress  assembled,  and  to  the  Articles  of  Confederation  in  all 
those  cases  in  which  the  original  States  shall  be  so  subject." 

3d. — "  That  they  shall  be  subject  to  pay  a  part  of  the  federal 
debts  contracted,  or  to  be  contracted— "to  be  apportioned  on 
them  by  Congress  according  to  the  same  common  rule  and 
measure  by  which  apportionments  thereof  shall  be  made  on 
the  other  States." 

4th.—"  That  their  respective  government  shall  be  in  repub 
lican  form,  and  shall  admit  no  person  to  be  a  citizen  who  holds 
any  hereditary  title." 

The  fifth  article,  which  relates  to  the  prohibition  of 
Slavery,  after  the  year  1800,  having  been  rejected  by 
Congress,  never  became  a  part  of  the  Jeffersonian  Plan 
of  Government  for  the  Territories,  as  adopted  April  '23, 
1734. 

The  concluding  paragraph  of  this  Plan  of  Government, 
which  emphatically  ignores  the  right  of  Congress  to  bind 
the  people  of  the  Territories  without  their  consent,  and 
recognizes  the  people  therein  as  the  true  source  of  all 
legitimate  power  in  respect  to  their  internal  polity,  is  in 
these  words  : 

"  That  all  the  preceding  articles  sh.nll  be  formed  into  a  char- 
ter of  e'lmpiirt,  sluU  be  duly  executed  by  the  I'resiiient  of  the 
liniii'd  States,  in  Congress  assembled,  inider  his  band  and  tho 
seal  of  Ihe  United  States,  shall  be  promulgated,  an.!  shall  stand 
as  fundamental  condhions  between  the  thirteen  original  States 
and  tho.se  newly  described,  unalterable  but  by  Ihe  joint  con- 
sent of  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  and  of  the 
particular  State  within  which  such  alteration  is  proposed  t« 
be  made." 
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This  Jeffersonian  Plan  of  Goyemment  embodies  and 
carries  out  tlie  ideas  and  principles  of  the  fatiiers  of  tlie 
Revolution — that  the  people  of  every  separate  political 
community  (dependent  Colonies,  Provinces,  and  Territo- 
ries as  well  as  sovereign  States)  have  an  inalienat)le  right 
to  govern  themselves  in  respect  to  their  internal  politj-, 
and  repudiates   the  dogma  of  the  British  Ministry  and 
the  Tories  of  that  day,  that  all  Colonies,  Provinces  and 
Territories  were   the  property   of  the  empire,  acquired 
with  the  common  blood  and  common  treasure,  and  that 
the  inhabitants   thereof   have   no   rights,  privileges,  or 
immunities   except  such  as  the   Imperial  Government 
should  graciously   condescend   to    bestow    upon    them. 
This  Plan  recognizes  by  law  and  irrevocable  "compact" 
the  existence  of  two  distinct  classes  of  States  under  our 
American  system  of  government — the  one  being  mem- 
bers of  the  L'nion,  and  consisting  of  the  original  thirteen 
and  such  other  States,  having  the  requisite  population, 
as  Congress  should  admit  inio  the  Federal  Union,  with 
an  equal  vote  in  the  management  of  Federal  affairs  as 
well  as  the  exclusive  power  in  regard  to  their  internal 
polity  respectively — the  other,  not  having  the  requisite 
population  for  admission  into  the  Union,  could  have  no 
vote  or  agency  in  the  control  of  tUe  Federal   relations, 
but  possessed  the   same   exclusive    power    over    their 
domestic   alfairs    and    internal    policy    respectively   as 
the    original    States,   with  the  right,   while    they    have 
less   than   twenty  thousand  inhabitants,  to   choose  for 
their   government  the    Constitution    and    laws   of   any 
one  of  the  original  States  ;  and  when  they  should  have 
more  than  twenty  thousand,  but  less  than  the  number 
required  to   entitle  them  to  admission  into  the  Union, 
tliey  were  autiiorized  to  form  for  themselves  "  a  perma- 
nent Constitution  and  government;"  and  in  either  case 
they  were  entitled  to  keep  a  delegate  in  Congress  with 
theright  of  debating,  but  not  of  voting.     This  "  Charter 
of  Compact,"  with  its  "  fundamental  conditions,"  which 
were  declared  to  be  "  unalterable"  without  "  the  joint 
consent"  of  the  people  interested  in  them,  as  well  as  of 
the  United  States,  thus  stood  on  the  statute  book  unre- 
pealed and  unrepealable — furnishing  a  complete  system 
of  government  for  all  "the  territory  ceded  or  to  be  ceded" 
to  the  United  States,  without  any  other  legislation  upon 
the  subject,  when,  on  the  14th  day  of  May,  17S7,  the  Fede- 
ral Convention  assembled  in  Philadelphia  and  proceeded 
to  form  the  Constitution  under  which  we  now  live.    Tlius 
it  will  be  seen  that  the  dividing  line  between  Federal  and 
Local  authority,  in  respect  to  the  rights  of  those  political 
communities  which,  for  the  sake  of  convenience  and  in 
contradistinction  to  the  States   represented  in  Congress, 
we  now  call  Territories,  but  which  were  then  known  as 
^^  Siateg,"  or  "  new  States.'''  was  so  distinctly  marked  at 
that  day  that  no  intelligent  man  could  fail  to  perceive  it. 
It  is  true  that  tlie  government  of  the  Confederation  had 
proved  totally  inadequate  to  the  fulfillment  of  the  ends 
for  which  it  was  devised ;  not  because  of  the  relations  be- 
tween the  Territories,  or  new  States,  and  the  United  States, 
but  in  consequence  of  having  no  power  to  enforce  its  de- 
crees on  the  Federal  questions  which  were  clearly  within 
the  scope  of  its  expressly  delegated  powers.     The  radical 
defects  in  the  Articles  of  Confederation  were  found  to  con- 
sist in  the  fact  that  it  was  a  mere  league  between  sove- 
reign States,  and  not  a  Federal  Government  with  its  ap- 
propriate  departments — Blxecutive,  Legislative,  and  Ju- 
dicial— each  clothed  with  authority  to  perform  and  carry 
into  effect  its  own  peculiar  functions.     The  Confederation 
having  no  power  to  enforce  compliance  with  the  resolves, 
"  the  consequence  was,  that  though  in  theory  its  resolu- 
tions of  Congress  were  equivalent  to  laws,  yet  in  practice 
they  were  found  to  be  mere  recommendations,  which  the 
States,  like  other  sovereignties,  observed  or  disregarded, 
according  to  their  own  good-will  and  gracious  pleasure." 
Congress  could  not  impose    duties,  collect  taxes,  raise 
armies,  or  do  any  other  act  essential  to  the  existence  of 
government,  without  the  voluntary  consent  and  coopera- 
tion of  each  of  the  States.     Congress  could  resolve,  but 
could  not  carry  its  resolutions  into  effect — could  recom- 
mend to  the  States  to  provide  a  revenue  for  the  necessi- 
ties of  the  Federal  Government,  but  could  not  use  the 
means  necessary  to  the  collection  of  the  revenue  when  the 
States  failed  to  comply — could  recommend  to  the  States  to 
provide  an  army  for  the  general  defense,  and  apportion 
among  the  States  their  respective  quotas,  but  could  not  en- 
list the  men  and  order  them  into  the  Federal  service.   For 
these  reasons  a  Federal  Government,  with  its  appropriate 
departments,  acting  directly  upon  the  individual  citizeiis, 
■with  authority  to  enforce  its  decrees  to  the  extent  of  its 
delegated  powers,  and  not  dependent  upon  the  voluntary 
action  of  the  several  States  in  their  corporate  capacity, 
became  indispensable  as  a  substitute  for  the  government 
of  the  Confederation. 

In  the  formation  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
the  Federal  Convention  took  the  British  Constitution,  as 


interpreted  and  expounded  by  the  Colonies  during  thefr 
controversy  with  Great  Britain,  for  t-iieir  model— making 
such  modifications  in  its  structure  and  principles  as  the 
chan?e  in  our  condition  had  rendered  necessary.  They 
entrusti.-d  the  Executive  functions  to  a  President  in  the 
place  of  a  King  ;  the  Legislative  functions  to  a  Congress, 
composed  of  a  Senate  and  House  of  Kepresentatives,  in 
lieu  of  the  Parliament  consisting  of  the  Houses  of  Lords  and 
Commons;  and  the  Judicial  functions  to  a  Supreme  Court 
and  such  inferior  courts  as  Congress  should  from  time  to 
time  ordain  and  establish. 

Having  thus  divided  the  powers  of  government  into  the 
three  apjjropriate  departments,  with  which  they  had  al- 
ways been  familiar,  they  proceeded  to  confer  upon  the 
Federal  Government  substantially  the  same  powers  which 
they  as  colonies  had  been  willing  to  concede  to  the  British 
Government ;  and  to  reserve  to  the  States  and  to  the  peo- 
ple the  same  rights  and  privileges  which  they  as  colonies 
had  denied  to  the  Briti.=;h  Government  during  the  entu-e 
struggle  which  terminated  in  our  Independence,  and 
wlucti  they  had  claimed  for  themselves  and  their  posterity 
as  the  birthright  of  all  freemen,  inalienable  when  organ- 
ized into  political  communities,  and  to  be  enjoyed  and  ex- 
ercised t\v  colonies,  territories,  and  provinces  as  fully  and 
completely  as  by  sovereign  States.  Thus  it  wiU  be  seen 
that  there  is  no  organic  feature  or  fundamental  prmciple 
embodied  in  the 'Constitution  of  the  United  States  which 
had  not  been  familiar  to  the  people  of  the  Colonies  from 
the  period  of  their  earliest  settlement,  and  which  had 
not  been  repeatedly  asserted  by  them  when  denied  by 
Great  Britain  during  the  whole  period  of  their  colonial  his- 
tory. 

Let  us  pause  at  this  point  for  a  moment,  and  inquire 
whether  it  be  just  to  those  illustrious  patriots  and  sages  who 
formed  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  to  assume 
that  they  intended  to  confer  upon  Congress  that  unlimited 
and  arbitrary  power  over  the  people  of  the  American  Ter- 
ritories, which  they  had  resisted  with  their  blood  when 
claimed  by  the  British  Parliament  over  British  colonies  in 
America  ?  Did  they  confer  upon  Congress  the  right  to 
bind  the  people  of  "the  American  Ten-itories  in  all  cases 
whatsoever,  after  having  fought  the  battles  of  the  Revolu- 
tion against  a  "  Preamble"  declaring  the  right  of  Par- 
liament "  to  bind  the  Colonies  in  all  cases  whatsoever?" 

If,  as  they  contended  before  the  Revolution,  it  was  the 
birthright  of  all  Englishmen,  inalienable  when  formed  into 
political  communities,  to  exercise  exclusive  power  of  legis- 
lation in  their  local  legislatures  in  respect  to  all  things 
affecting  their  internal  polity— Slavery  not  excepted — did 
not  the  same  right,  after  the  Revolution,  and  by  virtue  of 
it,  become  the  birthright  of  all  Americans,  in  like  iiianner 
inalienable  when  organized  into  political  communities — no 
matter  by  what  name,  whether  Colonies,  Territories,  Pro- 
vinces, or  new  States  ? 

Names  often  deceive  persons  in  respect  to  the  nature 
and  substance  of  things.  A  single  instance  of  this  kind 
is  to  be  found  in  that  clause  of  the  Constitution  wluch 
says : 

"  Congress  shall  have  power  to  dispose  of,  and  make  all 
needful  rules  and  regulations  respecting  ihe  territory  or  other 
property  belonging  to  the  United  Stales." 

This  being  the  only  clause  of  the  Constitution  in  which 
the  word  "  Territory"  appears,  that  fact  alone  has  doubt- 
less led  many  persons  to  suppose  that  the  right  of  Con- 
gress to  establish  temporary  governments  for  the  Terri- 
tories, in  the  sense  in  which  the  word  is  now  used,  must 
be  derived  from  it,  overlooking  the  important  and  con- 
trolling facts  that  at  the  time  the  Constitution  was  formed 
the  word  "  Territory"  had  never  been  used  or  understood 
to  designate  a  political  community  or  government  of  any 
kind  in  any  law,  compact,  deed  of  cession,  or  ))ublic 
document ;  but  had  invariably  been  used  either  in  its 
geographical  sense  to  describe  the  superficial  area  of  a 
State  or  district  of  country,  as  in  the  Virginia  deed  of 
cession  of  the  "  Territory  or  tract  of  country'''  northwest 
of  the  river  Ohio  ;  or  as  meaning  land  in  its  character 
as  property,  in  which  latter  sense  it  appears  in  the  clause 
of  the  Constitution  referred  to,  when  providing  for  the 
disposition  of  the  "Territory  or  other  properly  belong- 
ing to  the  United  States."  These  lacts,  taken  in  connec- 
tion with  tlie  kindred  one  that  during  tlie  whole  period 
of  the  Confederation  and  the  formation  of  the  Constitu- 
tion the  temporary  governments  which  we  now  call 
"Territories,"  were  invariably  referred  to  in  Ihe  deeds 
of  cession,  laws,  compacts,  plans  of  government,  resolu- 
tions of  Congress,  public  records,  and  authentic  docu- 
ments as  "  States,"  or"new  States,"  conclusively  show 
that  the  words  "Territory  and  other  property"  in  the 
Constitution  were  used  to  designate  the  unappropriated 
I  lands  and  other  property  which  the  United  States  owned, 
I  and  not  the  people  wlio  might  become  residents  on  tliose 
I  lands,  and  be  organized  into  poliiical  communities  aftei 
'  the  United  States  had  parted  with  their  title. 
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It  is  from  this  clause  of  the  Constitution  j.lone  that 
Coujji'ess  lieiives  the  power  to  provide  for  .lie  surveys 
and  sale  of  the  public  lands  and  all  other  i  ropercy  be- 
longing' to  the  United  States,  not  only  in  the  Territories, 
but  also  in  tlie  several  Stales  of  the  Union.  But  for  this 
provision  Con{;ress  would  have  no  poiirer  to  authorize  the 
sale  of  the  pubHc  lands,  military  sites,  old  ships,  cannon, 
nuisliets,  or  other  properly,  real  or  personal,  which  be- 
long to  tlie  United  States,  and  are  no  longer  needed  for 
any  public  purpose.  It  refers  exclusively  to  property  in 
contradistinction  to  persons  and  communities.  It  con- 
lers  the  same  power  "  to  make  all  needful  rules  and 
regulations"  in  the  States  as  in  the  Territories,  and  ex- 
tends wherever  there  may  be  any  land  or  other  properly 
belonging  to  the  United  States  to  be  regulated  or  disposed 
of';  liut  does  not  authorize  Congress  to  control  or  inter- 
fere witli  tlie  domestic  institutions  and  internal  polity  of 
liie  people  (either  in  the  States  or  the  Territories)  who 
may  reside  upon  lands  which  the  United  States  once 
owned.  Such  a  power,  had  it  been  vested  in  Congress, 
would  annihilate  the  sovereignty  and  freedom  of  the 
Slates  as  well  as  the  great  principle  of  self-government  in 
tlie  Territories,  wherever  the  United  States  hapi)en  to 
own  a  portion  of  the  public  lands  within  their  respective 
limits,  as,  at  present,  in  the  Slates  of  Alabama,  Florida, 
Mississippi,  Louisiana,  Arkansas,  Missouri,  Illinois, 
Indiana,  Ohio,  Michigan,  Wisconsin,  Iowa,  Minnesota, 
California,  and  Oregon,  and  in  the  Territories  of  Wash- 
ington, Nebraska,  Kansas,  Utah,  and  New-Mexico.  The 
idea  is  repugnant  to  the  spirit  and  genius  of  our  complex 
system  of  (jovernment;  because  it  eff--'ctually  blots  out 
the  dividing  line  between  Federal  and  Local  authority 
which  forms  an  essential  barrier  for  the  defense  of  the 
independence  of  the  States  and  the  liberties  of  the  people 
ag  linst  Federal  invasion.  With  one  anomalous  excep- 
tion, all  the  powers  conferred  on  Congress  are  Federal., 
and  not  Municipal,  in  their  character — alTecting  the 
general  welfare  of  the  whole  Country  without  interfeiing 
Willi  the  internal  polity  of  the  people— and  can  be  carried 
into  effect  by  laws  which  apply  alike  to  States  and  Ter- 
ritories. Tlie  exception,  being  in  derogation  of  one  of 
the  fundamental  principles  of  our  political  system  (be- 
cause it  authorizes  the  Federal  Government  to  control 
the  municipal  affairs  and  internal  polity  of  the  people  in 
pertain  specified,  limited  localities),  was  not  left  to  vague 
inference  or  loose  construction,  nor  exprcsseii  in  dubious 
or  equivocal  language  ;  but  is  found  plainly  written  in 
that  Section  of  the  Constitution  which  says  : 

"  Congress  shall  have  power  to  exercise  exclusive  legisla- 
tioii  in  ail  cases  whatsoever,  over  such  district  tnot  exceeding 
ti'ii  miles  square)  as  may,  by  cession  of  particular  States,  ana 
thi^  ac.ci--plance  of  Congress,  become  the  seat  of  the  govern- 
m^^nl  of  the  United  States,  and  to  exercise  like  authority  over 
ali  places  purchased  by  the  consent  of  the  Legislature  of  the 
State  in  which  the  same  shall  be,  for  the  erection  of  forts, 
magaziues,  arsenals,  dock-yards  and  other  needful  buildings." 

No  such  power  "to  exercise  exclusive  legislation  in  all 
cases  whatsoever,"  nor  indeed  any  legislation  in  any 
case  wliatsoever,  is  conferred  on  Congress  in  respect  to 
the  municipal  affairs  and  internal  polity,  either  of  the 
States  or  of  the  Territories.  On  the  contrary,  after  the 
Constitution  had  been  finally  adopted,  with  its  Federal 
powers  delegated,  enumerated,  and  defined,  in  order  to 
guard  in  all  future  time  against  any  possible  infringement 
of  the  reserved  rights  of  the  States,  or  of  the  people,  an 
amendment  was  incorporated  into  the  Constitution  which 
marks  the  dividing  line  between  Federal  and  Local 
authority  so  directly  and  indelibly  tliat  no  lapse  of  time, 
no  partisan  prejudice,  no  sectional  aggrandizement,  no 
frenzied  fanaticism  can  efface  it.  The  amendment  is  in 
these  words  : 

"  The  powers  not  delegated  to  the  United  States  by  the 
Constitution,  nor  prohibited  by  it  to  the  Slates,  are  reserved 
to  ihe  States  respectively,  or  to  the  people." 

This  view  of  the  subject  is  confirmed,  if  indeed  any  cor- 
roborative evidence  is  required,  by  reference  to  the  pro- 
ceedings and  debates  of  the  Federal  Convention,  as  re- 
ported by  Mr.  Madison.  On  the  ISth  of  August,  after  a 
series  of  resolutions  had  been  adopted  as  the  basis  of  the 
proposed  Constitution  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Detail  for  the  purpose  of  being  put  in  proper  form,  the  re- 
cord says  : 

"  Mr.  Madison  submitted,  in  order  to  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Detail,  the  following  powers,  as  proper  to  be  added 
to  thosf.  of  the  general  Legislature  (Congress) : 

"  To  dispose  of  the  unappropriated  lands  of  the  United  States. 

"  To  institute  temporary  governments  for  the  new  States 
arising  therein. 

"  To  regulile  affairs  with  the  Indians,  as  well  within  as 
without  the  limits  of  the  United  Stales. 

"  To  exercise  exclusively  legislative  authority  at  the  seat  of 
the  (ieneral  Government,  and  over  a  district  around  the  same 
not  exceeding sipiare  miles,  Ihe  consent  of  Ihe  legisla- 
ture of  the  State  or  Sutes  comprising  the  same  being  Brsi  ob- 
tained." 


Here  we  find  the  original  and  rough  draft  of  these  seve- 
re' powers  as  they  now  exist,  in  their  revised  form,  in  the 
Constitution.  The  provision  empowering  Congress  "  to 
dispose  of  the  unappropriated  lands  of  tlie  United  States" 
was  modified  and  enlarged,  so  as  to  include  "  other  pro- 
perty belonging  to  the  United  States,"  and  to  authorize 
Congress  to  "  make  all  needful  rules  and  regulations"  for 
the  preservation,  management,  and  sale  of  tlm  same. 

The  provision  empowering  Congress  "  to  institute  tem- 
porary governments  for  the  new  States  arising  in  the  un- 
appropriated lands  of  the  United  States,"  taken  in  con- 
nection with  the  one  empowering  Congress  "  to  exercise 
exclusively  Legislative  authority  at  the  seat  of  the  (iene 
ral  Government,  and  over  a  district  of  country  around  the 
same,"  clearly  shows  the  difference  in  the  extent  and  na- 
ture of  the  powers  intended  to  be  conferred  in  the  ne» 
States  or  Territories  on  the  one  hand,  and  in  the  District 
of  Columbia  on  the  other.  In  the  one  case  it  was  pro 
posed  to  authorize  Congress  "  to  institute  temporary  gov- 
ernments for  the  new  States,"  or  Territories,  as  they  are 
now  called,  just  as  our  Kevolutionary  fathers  recognized 
the  right  of  the  British  crown  to  institute  local  govern- 
ments for  the  Colonies,  by  issuing  charters  under  which 
the  people  of  the  Colonies  were  "  entitled  (according  to 
the  Bill  of  Kights  adopted  by  the  Continenttil  Congress)  to 
a  free  and  exclusive  power  of  legislation,  in  their  several 
Provincial  Legislatures,  where  their  right  of  representation 
can  alone  be  preserved,  in  all  cases  of  taxation  and  inter- 
nal polity  ;"  while,  in  the  other  case,  it  was  proposed  to 
authorize  Congress  to  exercise,  exclusively,  legislative 
authority  over  the  municipal  and  internal  polity  of  tho 
people  residing  within  the  district  which  should  be  ceded 
for  that  purpose  as  the  seat  of  the  General  Government. 

Each  of  these  provisions  was  modified  and  perfected  by 
the  Committee  of  Detail  and  Revision,  as  will  appear  by 
comparing  them  with  the  corresponding  clauses  as  finally 
incorporated  into  the  Constitution.  The  provision  to 
authorize  Congress  to  institute  temporary  governments 
for  the  new  States  or  Territories,  and  to  provide  for  their 
admission  into  the  Union,  appears  in  the  Constitution  in 
this  form : 

New  States  may  be  admitted  by  the  Congress  into  this 

Union." 

The  power  to  admit  "  new  States,"  and  "  to  make  all 
laws  which  shall  be  necessary  and  proper  "  to  that  end, 
may  fairly  be  construed  to  include  the  right  to  institute 
temporary  governments  for  such  new  States  or  Territories, 
the  same  as  Great  Britain  could  rightfully  institute  similar 
governments  for  the  Colonies  ;  but  certainly  not  to  author- 
ize Congress  to  legislate  in  respect  to  their  municipal 
affairs  and  internal  concerns,  without  violating  that  great 
fundamental  principle  in  defense  of  which  the  battles  of 
the  llevolution  were  fought. 

If  judicial  authority  were  deemed  necessary  to  give 
force  to  principles  so  eminently  just  in  themselves,  and 
which  form  the  basis  of  our  entire  political  system, 
such  authority  may  be  found  in  the  opinion  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States,  in  the  Dred  Scott  case.  In 
that  case  the  Court  say  : 

"  This  brings  us  to  examine  by  what  provision  of  the  Con- 
stitution the  present  Federal  Government,  under  lis  delegated 
and  restricted  powers,  is  authorized  to  acquire  territory  out- 
side of  the  original  limits  of  the  United  States,  and  what  powers 
it  may  exercise  therein  over  the  person  or  properly  of  a  citi- 
zen of  the  United  States,  wlule  it  remains  a  terrilory,  and  im- 
til  it  shall  be  admitted  as  one  of  the  States  of  the  Union. 

"  There  is  certainly  no  power  given  by  the  Constitution  to 
the  Federal  Government  to  establish  or  maintain  colonies, 
bordering  on  the  United  States  or  at  a  distance,  to  be  ruled 
and  governed  at  its  own  pleasure  ;  nor  to  enlarge  its  terri- 
torial limits  in  any  way  except  by  the  admission  of  new 
States 

"  The  power  to  expand  the  territory  of  the  United  States  by 
the  admission  of  new  States  is  plainly  given  ;  and  in  the  con- 
struction of  this  power  by  all  the  departments  of  the  Govern- 
ment, it  has  been  held  to  authorize  the  acquisition  of  territory, 
not  tit  for  admission  at  the  time,  but  to  be  admitted  as  soon  as 
its  population  and  situation  would  entitle  it  to  admi.ssion. 
It  is  acquired  to  become  a  State,  and  not  to  be  held  as  a  colony 
and  governed  by  Congress  with  absolute  authority  ;  and  as  the 
propriety  of  admitting  a  new  State  is  committed  to  the  sound 
discretion  of  Congress,  the  power  to  acquire  terrilory  for  that 
purpose,  to  be  held  by  the  United  States  until  It  is  in  a  suitable 
condition  to  become  a  State  upon  an  equal  footing  with  iho 
other  States,  must  rest  upon  the  same  discretion." 

Having  determined  the  question  that  the  power  to  ac- 
quire territory  for  the  purpose  of  enlarging  our  territorial 
limits  and  increasing  the  number  of  States,  is  included 
within  the  power  to  admit  new  States  and  conferred  by 
the  same  clause  of  the  Constitution,  the  Court  proceed  to. 
say  that  "  the  power  to  acquire  necessarily  carries  with  it 
the  power  to  preserve  and  ai)ply  to  the  purposes  for  which 
it  was  acquired."  And  again,  referring  to  a  former  deci- 
sion of  the  same  court  in  resi)ect  to  the  power  of  Congress 
to  institute  governments  for  the  Territories,  the  Court  say  : 

I      "The  power  stands  Jjrmly  on  the  latter  alternative  put  by 
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the  Court — Ihat  is,  as  the  'Inevitable  consequence  of  the  right 
to  acquire  teiriiory.'  " 

The  power  to  acquire  territory,  as  well  as  the  right,  in 
the  languHge  of  Mr.  Madison,  "  to  institute  temporary 
governmeuts  for  the  new  States  arising  tlierein  "  (or  Terri- 
torial governments,  as  they  are  now  called),  having  been 
traced  to  that  provision  of  the  Constitution  wliich  provides 
for  the  admission  of  "new  States,"  the  Court  proceed  to 
consider  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  power  of  Congress 
over  the  people  of  the  Territories  : 

"  All  we  mean  to  say  on  this  point  is,  that,  as  there  is  no  ex- 
])ress  regulation  in  the  Consliluiion  Jelining  tlie  power  which 
ilie  Uenitral  Govermuenl  may  e.xeroise  over  the  person  or  pro- 
perty of  a  ciiizen  in  a  territory  ihus  acquired,  the  (,'ourt  must 
necessarily  look  to  the  provisions  and  principles  of  (he  Consii- 
tirion,  and  iis  distribution  of  powers,  or  the  rules  and  princi- 
ples by  which  its  decision  must  be  governed. 

"Talcing  this  rule  to  guide  us,  it  may  be  safely  assumed  that 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  who  emigrate  loa  territory  be- 
longing to  the  people  of  the  United  States,  cannot  be  ruled  as 
mere  colonists,  dependent  upon  the  will  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment, and  to  be  governed  by  any  laws  it  may  think  proper  to 

impose The  Territory  being  a  part  of  the  United 

biatf  s.  the  Government  and  the  citizen  both  enter  it  under  the 
authority  of  the  Constitution,  with  their  respective  rights  de- 
fined and  marked  out ;  and  the  Federal  Government  can  e.\- 
erci.se  no  power  over  liis  person  or  properly  l>eyond  what  that 
lusTuinent  confers,  nor  lawfully  deny  any  "right  wliich  it  has 
reserved." 

Hence,  inasmuch  as  the  Constitution  has  conferred  on 
the  Federal  Government  no  right  to  interfere  with  the  pro- 
perty, domestic  relations,  police  regulations,  or  internal 
jjolity  of  the  people  of  the  Territories,  it  necessarily  fol- 
lows, under  the  authority  of  the  Court,  that  Congress  can 
rightfully  exercise  no  such  power  over  the  people  of  the 
Territories.  For  this  reason  alone,  the  Supreme  Court 
were  authorized  and  compelled  to  pronounce  the  eighth 
section  of  the  Act  approved  March  6,  1S'20  (commonly 
called  the  Missouri  Compramise),  inoperative  and  void — 
there  being  no  power  delegated  to  Congress  in  the  Consti- 
tution authorizing  Congress  to  prohibit  Slavery  in  the  Ter- 
ritories. 

In  the  course  of  the  discussion  of  this  question  the 
Court  gave  an  elaborate  exposition  of  the  structure, 
principles,  and  powers  of  the  Federal  Government; 
showing  that  it  possesses  no  powers  except  those  which 
are  delegated,  enumerated,  and  defined  in  the  Constitu- 
tion ;  and  that  all  other  poweis  are  either  prohibited 
altogether  or  are  refserved  to  the  States,  or  to  the  people. 
In  order  to  show  that  the  prohibited,  as  well  as  the 
delegated  powers  are  enumerated  and  defined  in  the 
Constitution,  the  Court  enumerated  ceitain  powers 
which  cannot  be  exercised  either  by  Congress  or  by  the 
Territorial  Legislatures,  or  by  any  other  authority  what- 
ever, for  the  simple  reason  that  they  are  forbidden  by 
the  Constitution. 

Some  peisons  who  have  not  examined  critically  the 
opinion  of  the  Court  in  this  respect  have  been  induced 
to  believe  that  the  slavery  quesiian  was  included  in  this 
class  of  prohibited  powers,  and  that  the  Couit  had 
decided  in  the  Dred  Scott  case  that  the  Territorial  Legis- 
lature could  not  legislate  in  respect  to  slave  property 
the  same  as  all  other  property  in  the  Territories.  A  few 
extracts  from  the  opinion  of  the  Court  will  correct  this 
error,  and  show  clearly  the  class  of  powers  to  which  the 
Court  referred,  as  being  forbidden  alike  to  the  Federal 
Government,  to  the  States,  and  to  the  Territories.  The 
Court  say : 

"  A  refirence  to  a  few  of  the  provisions  of  the  Constitution 
will  illus  rate  this  proposition.  For  example,  no  one,  we  pre- 
sume, w.il  contend  that  Congress  can  m.ike  any  law  in  a  Ter- 
ritory refpeiting  the  establishment  of  religion,  or  the  free  ex- 
ercise thereof,  or  abridging  the  freedom  of  speech  or  of  the 
the  press,  or  the  right  of  the  people  of  the  territory  peaceably 
to  assemlde,  and  to  petition  the  Government  for  the  redress  of 
grievances. 

"  Nor  can  Congress  deny  to  the  people  the  right  to  keep  and 
bear  arms,  nor  tie  right  to  trial  by  jury,  nor  compel  any  one 
to  be  a  witness  against  himself  in  a  criminal  proceeding.  .  .  . 
So  too,  it  will  hardly  be  contended  that  Consri-ss  could  by  law 
quarter  a  soldier  in  a  house  in  a  territory  without  the  consent 
of  the  owner  in  a  time  of  peace  ;  nor  in  time  of  war  but  in  a 
manner  prescribed  by  law.  Nor  could  they  by  law  forfeit  the 
property  of  a  citizen  "in  a  territory  who  was  convicted  of  trea- 
son, for  a  longer  period  than  the  life  of  tlie  person  convicted, 
nor  take  private  property  for  public  use  without  just  compen- 
sation." 

"The  powers  over  persons  and  properly,  of  which  we 
speak,  are  not  only  not  granted  to  Congress,  but  are  iu  ex- 
press terms  denied,  and  they  are  forbidden  to  exercise  them, 
j^nd  this  prohibition  is  not  confined  to  the  Stales,  but  the 
words  are  general,  and  extend  to  the  whole  territory  over 
•which  the  Constitution  gives  it  power  to  lesislate,  including 
those  portions  of  it  remaining  under  Territorial  governments, 
as  well  as  ihat  covered  by  Si.ites. 

"  It  is  a  total  absence  of  power,  everywhere  within  the 
dominion  of  the  Unile.d  States,  and  places  the  citizens  of  a 
Territory,  so  tar  as  these  rights  are  coiiccrned,  on  the  same 


footing  with  citizens  of  the  Plate.'!,  and  guards  them  as  firmly 
and  plainly  against  any  inroads  which  the  General  Government 
might  attcnipi  under  the  plea  of  implied  or  incidemal  powers. 
.■\nd  if  Congress  i:sflf  cannot  uo  lhi.s— if  it  is  beyond  the 
powers  confi-rred  on  the  Federal  Government— it  will  Ije  ad- 
mitted, \\f  presume,  tlial  it  could  not  auihorize  a 'lirritoiial 
goveninipni  to  exercise  them.  It  could  confer  no  power  on 
any  loral  !;overnmcnt.  estaiilished  by  its  authority,  to  violate 
tlie  provis.oiis  of  the  Consiiiution." 

Nothing  can  bo  more  certain  than  that  the  Court  were 
here  speaking  on\y  of  Jo/l/idden  jjoveis,  which  were 
denied  alike  to  Congress,  to  the  State  Legislatures,  and 
to  the  Territorial  Legislatures,  and  that  the  piohibition 
extends  "everywhere  within  the  dominion  of  the  United 
States,"  applicable  equally  to  Slates  and  Territories,  as 
well  as  to  the  United  States. 

If  this  sweeping  prohibition — th:s  just  but  inexorable 
restriction  upon  the  powers  of  Government— Federal, 
State,  and  Territorial — shall  ever  be  held  to  include  the 
Slaveiy  question,  tlius  negaliving  the  light  of  the  people 
of  the  States  and  Territories,  as  well  as  the  Federal 
Government,  to  control  it  by  law  (and  it  will  be  observetl 
that  in  the  opinion  of  the  Court  "  the  citizens  of  a  'i'erii- 
toiy,  so  far  as  these  rights  are  concerned,  are  on  the 
same  footing  with  the  citizens  of  the  States.")  then, 
indeed,  will  the  doctrine  become  firmly  establslied  that 
the  principles  of  law  applicable  to  Af.ican  Slavery  are 
uniforin  thronghinit  the  do/ttiJiioa  of  tlie,  i'liittd. 
States,,  and  that  there  "is  an  iirepressible  confiict 
between  opposing  and  enduring  forces,  whicii  means 
that  the  United  States  must  and  will,  sooner  or  later, 
become  either  entirely  a  slaveholding  nation  or  eutiiely 
a  free  labor  nation." 

Notwithstanding  the  disastrous  consequences  whicli 
would  inevitably  result  from  the  authoritative  recogni- 
tion and  practical  operation  of  such  a  doctrine,  there 
are  those  who  maintain  that  the  Court  refe.redto  ami 
included  the  Slavery  question  within  that  class  of 
forbidden  powers  which  (although  the  same  in  the  Terii- 
tories  as  in  the  States)  could  not  be  exercised  by  the 
people  of  the  Territories. 

If  this  proposition  were  true,  which  fortunately  for  the 
peace  and  welfare  of  the  whole  country  it  is  not,  tlie 
conclusion  would  inevitably  result,  which  they  logically 
deduce  from  the  premises — that  the  Constitution  by  the 
recognition  of  Slavery  establishes  it  in  the  Teiriioiies 
beyond  the  power  of  the  people  to  control  it  by  law, 
and  guarantees  to  every  citizen  the  right  to  go  the  e 
and  be  protected  in  the  enjoyment  of  his  slave 
property ;  and  when  all  other  remedies  fail  for  the 
protection  of  such  rights  of  property,  it  becomes  the 
imperative  duty  of  Congress  (to  the  performance  of 
which  every  member  is  bound  b}-  his  conscience  and  his 
oath,  and  from  whicli  no  consideration  of  iioiitical  policy 
or  expediency  can  release  him)  to  provide  by  hnv  such 
adequate  and  complete  protection  as  is  essential  to  the 
enjoyment  of  an  important  right  secured  by  the  Consti- 
tution. If  the  proposition  be  true,  that  the  Constitution 
establishes  Slavery  in  the  Territories  beyond  the  power 
of  the  people  legally  to  control  it,  another  result  no  less 
startling,  and  from  which  there  is  no  escape,  must  inevi- 
tably follow.  The  Constitution  is  uniform  ''everywhere 
within  the  dominions  of  the  United  States" — is  the  same 
in  Pennsylvania  as  in  Kansas — and  if  it  be  true,  as 
stated  by  the  President  in  a  special  message  to  Congress, 
"  that  Slavery  exists  in  Kansas  by  virtue  of  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  States,"  and  that  "  Kansas  is  there- 
fore at  this  moment  as  much  a  Slave  State  as  Geoigia  or 
South  Carolina,"  why  doee  it  not  exist  in  Pennsylvania 
bj'  virtue  of  the  same  Constitution  ? 

If  it  be  said  that  Pennsylvania  is  a  sovereign  State,  and 
therefore  has  a  right  to  regulate  the  Slavery  question 
within  her  own  limits  to  suit  herself,  it  must  be  borne  iu 
mind  that  the  sovereignty  of  Pennsylvania,  like  that  of 
every  other  State,  is  luiiited  by  the  Constitution,  wliich 
provides  that : 

"This  Constitution,  and  all  laws  of  the  United  States  which 
shall  be  made  in  pursuance  thereof,  and  all  treaiii-s  maue,  or 
wliich  shall  be  made,  under  the  authority  of  Uie  Cniied  htates, 
shall  be  the  mpreme  laii  of  the  \aril  and  the  judges  in  every 
State  sliall  be  bound  thereby,  unytMiig  in  the  Cnnttitutioii  or 
laics  of  any  State  to  thecunlrary  notailhitandiny." 

Hence,  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  with  her  Constitution 
and  laws,  and  domestic  institutions,  and  internal  jiolicy, 
is  subordinate  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  in 
the  same  manner  and  to  tlie  same  extent  as  the  Territory 
of  Kansas.  The  Kansas-Nebraska  Act  says  that  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Kansas  shall  exercise  legislative  power  over  "  all 
rightful  subjects  of  legislation  consistent  with  the  Consti- 
tution," and  that  the  people  of  said  Territory  shall  be  left 
"perfectly  free  to  form  and  regulate  their  domestic  insti- 
tutions in  their  own  way,  subject  only  to  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States."  The  provisions  of  this  act  are  be- 
lieved to  be  in  entire  harmony  with  the  Ccnstitution,  and 
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under  them  the  people  of  Kansas  possess  every  right, 
privilege,  and  immunity,  in  respect  to  their  internal  polity 
and  domestic  relations,  which  the  people  of  Pennsylvania 
can  exercise  under  their  Constitution  and  laws.  Each  is 
invested  with  full,  complete,  and  exclusive  powers  in  this 
respect,  "  subject  only  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States." 

The  question  recurs,  tlien,  if  the  Constitution  does  estab- 
lish Slavery  in  Kansas  or  any  other  Territory  beyond  the 
power  of  tiie  people  to  control  it  by  law,  how  can  the  con- 
clusion be  resisted  that  Slavery  is  established  in  like  man- 
ner and  by  the  same  authority  in  all  the  States  of  the 
Union  ?  And  if  it  be  the  imperative  duty  of  Congress  to 
provide  by  law  for  the  protection  of  slave  property  in  the 
Territories  upon  the  ground  tliat  "  Slavery  exists  in  Kan- 
sas" (and  consequently  in  every  other  Territory)  "by 
virtue  of  tlie  Constitution  of  the  United  Stdtes,"  why  is  it 
not  also  the  duty  of  Congress,  for  the  same  reason,  to  pro- 
vide similiir  protection  to  slave  property  in  all  the  States 
of  the  I'nion,  when  the  legislatures  fail  to  furnish  such 
protection  ? 

Without  confessing  or  attempting  to  avoid  the  inevitable 
consequences  of  their  own  doctrine,  its  advocates  endeavor 
to  fortify  their  position  by  citing  the  Dred  Scott  decision 
to  prove  that  the  Constitution  recognizes  property  in 
slaves — that  there  is  no  legal  distinction  between  this  and 
every  other  description  of  property — that  slave  property 
and  every  other  kind  of  property  stand  on  an  equal  foot- 
ing—that Congress  has  no  more  power  over  the  onethan 
over  the  other — and,  consequently,  cannot  discruninato 
between  them. 

Upon  this  point  the  Court  say : 

"  Now  as  we  have  already  said  in  an  earlier  part  of  this 
opinion,  upon  a  different  point,  the  riylit  of  property  in  a  slave 
is  distinctly  and  expressly  affirmed  in  the  Coustitution.  .  .  " 
And  if  tlie"  Constitution  recognizes  the  right  of  property  of  the 
master  in  a  slave,  and  makes  no  distinction  between  tliat  des- 
cription of  property  and  other  property  owned  by  a  citizen, 
no  tribunal  acting  under  the  authority  of  the  United  States, 
whether  it  be  legislative,  executive  or  judicial,  has  a  right  to 
draw  such  a  distinction,  or  deny  to  it  the  benefft  of  the  pro- 
visions and  guaranties  which  have  been  provided  for  the  pro- 
tection of  private  property  against  the  encroacliments  of  the 

government And  the   government  in  express 

terms  is  pledged  to  protect  it  in  all  future  time,  if  the  stare 
enrapes  from  his  owner.  This  is  done  in  plain  words — too 
plain  to  be  understood.  And  no  word  can  he  found 
in  the  Constitution  whicli  gives  Congress  a  greriter  power 
over  slave  property,  or  which  entiiles  property  of  that  kind  to 
less  protection  Ihan  property  of  any  other  description.  The 
only  power  conferred  is  the  power  coupled  with  the  duty  of 
guarding  and  protecting  the  owner  in  his  rights." 

The  rights  of  the  owner,  which  it  is  thus  made  the  duty 
of  the  Federal  Government  to  guard  and  protect,  are  tho.se 
expressly  provided  for  in  the  Constitution,  and  defined  in 
clear  and  explicit  language  by  the  Court — that  "the  gov- 
ernment, in  express  terms,  is  pledged  to  protect  it  (slave 
property;  in  all  future  Wme, if  the  xlavee.icajjes/rom  his 
owner."  This  is  the  only  contingency,  according  to  the 
plain  reading  of  the  Constitution,  as  authoritatively  inter- 
preted by  the  Supreme  Court,  in  which  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment is  authorized,  required,  or  permitted  to  interfere 
with  Slavery  hi  the  States  or  Territories ;  and  in  that  case 
only  for  the  purpose  "of  guarding  and  protecting  the 
owner  in  his  rights  "  to  reclaim  his  slave  property.  In  all 
other  respects  slaves  stand  on  the  same  footing  with  all 
other  property — "  the  Constitution  makes  no  distinction 
between  that  "description  of  property  and  other  property 
owned  liy  a  citizen;"  and  "no  word  can  be  found  in  the 
Constitution  which  gives  Congress  a  greater  power  over 
slave  property,  or  which  entitles  property  of  that  kind  to 
less  protection  than  property  of  any  other  description." 
This  is  the  basis  upon  which  all  rights  pertaining  to  slave 
property,  either  in  the  States  or  the  Territories,  stand 
under  the  Constitution  as  expounded  by  the  Supreme 
Court  in  the  Dred  Scott  case. 

Inasmuch  as  the  Constitution  has  delegated  no  power 
to  the  Federal  Government  in  respect  to  any  other  kind 
of  property  belonging  to  the  citizen — neither  introducing, 
estaljlishing,  prohibiting,  nor  excluding  it  anywliere  within 
the  dominion  of  the  United  States,  but  leaves  the  owner 
thereof  perfectly  free  to  remove  into  any  State  or  Terri- 
tor3',  and  carry  his  property  with  iiim,  and  hold  the  same 
subject  to  the  local  law,  and  relying  upon  the  local  author- 
ities for  protection,  it  follows,  according  to  the  decision  of 
the  Court,  that  slave  property  stands  on  the  same  footing, 
is  entitled  to  the  same  rights  and  immunities,  and,  in  like 
manner,  is  dependent  upon  the  local  authorities  and  laws 
for  protection. 

The  Court  refer  to  that  clause  of  the  Constitution  which 
provides  for  the  rendition  of  fugitive  slaves  as  their 
authority  for  saying  that  "  the  right  of  jiroperty  in  slaves 
Ls  distinctly  and  expressly  affirmed  in  the  Constitution." 
By  reference  to  that  provision,  it  will  be  seen  that,  while 
tlid  word  "  slaves  "  is  not  used,  still  the  Constitution  not 


only  recognizes  the  right  of  property  in  slaves,  as  stated 
by  the  Court,  but  explicitly  states  what  class  of  persona 
shall  be  deemed  slaves,  and  under  what  laws  or  authority 
they  may  be  held  to  servitude,  and  under  what  circum- 
stances fugitive  slaves  shall  be  restored  to  their  owners, 
all  in  the  same  section,  as  follows : 

"  No  per-son  held  to  service  or  labor  in  one  State,  under  tht 
lairs  thert-of,  escaping  into  another,  shall,  in  consequence  of 
any  law  or  regulation  therein,  be  discharged  from  such  ser- 
vici!  or  labor,  but  shall  be  delivered  up  on  claim  of  the  party 
to  whom  sucli  service  or  labor  may  be  due." 

Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  a  slave,  within  the  meaning  of 
the  Constitution,  is  a  "  person  held  to  service  or  labor  in 
one  State,  under  the  laws  thereof^ — not  under  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States,  nor  by  the  laws  thereof,  nor 
by  virtue  of  any  federal  authority  whatsoever,  but  under 
the  laws  of  the  particular  State  where  such  service  or 
labor  may  be  due. 

It  was  necessary  to  give  this  exact  definition  of  Slavery 
in  the  Constitution  in  order  to  satisfy  the  people  of  the 
South  as  well  as  of  the  North.  The  slaveholding  States 
would  never  consent  for  a  moment  that  their  domestic  re- 
lations— and  especiiilly  their  right  of  property  in  their 
shives — should  be  dependent  upon  Federal  authority,  or 
that  Congress  should  have  any  power  over  the  subject — 
either  to  extend,  confine,  or  restrain  it,  much  less  to  pro- 
tect or  regulate  it— lest,  under  the  pretense  of  protection 
and  regulation,  the  Federal  Government,  under  the  influ- 
ence of  the  strong  and  increasing  anti-slavery  sentiment 
which  prevailed  at  that  period,  might  destroy  the  institu- 
tion, and  divest  those  rights  of  property  in  slaves  which 
were  sacred  under  the  laws  and  constitutions  of  their  re- 
spective States  so  long  as  the  Federal  Government  had  no 
power  to  interfere  with  the  subject. 

In  like  manner,  the  non-slaveholding  States,  while  they 
were  entirely  willfcig  to  provide  for  the  surrender  of  all 
fugitive  slaves — as  is  conclusively  shown  by  the  unanimous 
vote  of  all  the  States  in  the  Convention  for  the  provision 
now  under  consideration — and  to  leave  each  State  per- 
fectly free  to  hold  slaves  under  its  ow^n  laws,  and  by  virtue 
of  its  own  separate  and  exclusive  authority,  so  long  as  it 
pleased,  and  to  abolish  it  when  it  chose,  were  unwilling  to 
become  responsible  for  its  existence  by  incorporating  it 
into  the  Constitution  as  a  national  institution,  to  l)e  pro- 
tected and  regulated,  extended  and  controlled  by  Federal 
authority,  regardless  of  the  wishes  of  the  people,  and  in 
defiance  of  the  local  laws  of  the  several  States  and  Terri- 
tories. For  these  opposite  reasons,  the  Southern  and 
Northern  States  united  in  giving  a  unanimous  vote  in  the 
Convention  for  that  provision  of  the  Constitution  which 
recognizes  Slavery  as  a  local  institution  in  the  several 
States  where  it  exists,  "  under  the  laws  thereof,"  and  pro- 
vides for  the  surrender  of  fugitive  slaves. 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  term  "  State  "  is  used  in 
this  provision,  as  well  as  in  variotis  other  parts  of  the  Con- 
stitution, in  the  same  sense  in  which  it  was  used  Ijy  Mr. 
Jefferson  in  his  plan  for  establishing  governments  for  the 
new  States  in  the  territory  ceded  and  to  be  ceded  to  tlie 
United  States ;  and  by  Mr.  Madison  in  his  proposition  tn 
confer  on  Congress  power  "  to  institute  temporary  govern- 
ments for  the  new  States  arising  in  the  unappropriated 
lands  of  the  United  States,"  to  designate  the  political 
communities.  Territories  as  well  as  States,  within  the  do- 
minion of  the  United  States.  The  word  "States"  is  used 
in  the  same  sense  in  tlie  ordinance  of  tlie  loth  July,  176", 
for  the  government  of  the  Territory  northwest  of  the  river 
Ohio,  which  was  passed  by  the  remnant  of  the  Congress  of 
the  Confederation,  sitting  in  New  York  while  its  most  emi- 
nent members  were  at  Philadelphia,  as  delegates  to  the 
Federal  Convention,  aiding  in  the  formation  of  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  States. 

In  this  sense  the  word  "  States"  is  used  in  the  clause  pro- 
viding for  the  rendition  of  fugitive  slaves,  applicable  to 
all  political  communities  under  the  authority  of  the  United 
States,  including  the  Territories  as  well  as  tlie  several 
States  of  the  Union.  Under  any  other  construction,  the 
right  of  the  owner  to  recover  his  slave  would  be  restricted 
to  the  States  of  the  Union,  leaving  the  Territories  a  secure 
place  of  refuge  for  all  fugitives.  The  same  remtirk  is  ap- 
plicable to  tlie  clause  of  the  Constitution  which  provides 
that  "  a  person  charged  in  any  State  with  treason,  felony, 
or  other  crime,  who  shall  flee  from  justice,  and  be  found  in 
another  State,  shall,  on  the  demand  of  the  executive  au- 
thority of  the  State  from  which  he  fled,  be  delivered  up  to 
be  removed  to  the  State  having  jurisdiction  of  the  crime." 
Unless  the  terra  State,  as  used  in  these  provisions  of  the 
Constitution,  shall  be  construed  to  include  every  distinct 
political  community  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United 
States,  and  to  apply  to  Territories  as  well  as  to  the  States 
of  the  Union,  the  Territories  must  become  a  sanctuary  for 
all  the  fugitives  from  service  and  justice,  for  all  the  felons 
and  criminals  who  shall  escape  from  the  several  States 
aud  seek  refuge  and  immunity  in  the  Territories. 
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If  any  other  illusfrafion  were  necessary  to  show  that 
the  political  comiiiunitifs  which  we  now  call  Territories 
(but  which,  during  the  whole  period  of  the  Confederation 
and  the  formation  of  the  Constitution,  were  always  re- 
ferred to  as  "  States"  or  "  new  States'  ),  are  recognized 
as  "  States"  in  name  of  the  provisions  of  the  Consti- 
tution, they  may  be  found  in  those  clauses  which  de- 
clare that  "  no  State"  shall  enter  into  any  •■  treaty,  alli- 
ance, or  confederation ;  prant  lettei-s  of  iiiarque  and  re- 
prisal;  coin  money;  emit  bills  of  credit ;  make  anything 
but  gold  and  silver  coin  a  tender  in  payment  of  (lebts> 
pass  any  bill  of  attainder,  «B  post  facto  law,  or  law  im- 
pairing the  obligation  of  contracts,  or  grant  any  title  of 
nobility." 

It  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  in  each  of  these  cases 
where  the  power  is  not  expressly  delegated  to  Congress 
the  prohibition  is  not  imposed  upon  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment, but  upon  the  States.  There  wi»s  no  necessity  for 
any  such  prohibition  upon  Congress  or  the  Federal  Go- 
vernment, for  the  reason  that  the  omission  to  delegate  any 
such  powers  in  the  Constitution  was  of  itself  a  proldbition, 
and  so  declared  in  express  terms  by  the  10th  amendment, 
which  declares  that  "  the  powers  not  delegated  to  the 
Vnited  States  by  the  Constitution,  nor  prohibited  by  it  to 
the  States,  are  reserved  to  the  States  respectively,  or  to 
the  people." 

Hence  it  would  certainly  be  competent  for  the  States 
and  Territories  to  exercise  these  powers  but  for  the  pro- 
hibition contained  in  those  provisions  of  the  Constitution  ; 
and  inasmuch  as  the  prohibition  only  extends  to  the 
"  States,"  the  people  of  the  "  Territories"  are  stiU  at  liberty 
to  exercise  them,  unless  the  Territories  are  included  with- 
in the  term  States,  within  the  meaning  of  these  provisions 
of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States. 

It  only  remains  to  be  shown  that  the  Compromise  Mea- 
sures of  1S50  and  the  Kansas-Nebraska  Act  of  1854  are  in 
perfect  harmony  with,  and  a  faithful  embodiment  of,  the 
principles  herein  enforced.  A  brief  history  of  these  mea- 
sures will  disclose  the  principles  upon  which  they  are 
rounded. 

On  the  29th  of  January,  1850,  Mr.  Clay  introduced  into 
the  Senate  a  series  of  resolutions  upon  the  Slavery  ques- 
tion which  were  intended  to  form  the  basis  of  the  subse- 
quent legislation  upon  that  subject.     Pending  the  discus- 
sion of  these  resolutions,  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Territories  prepared  and  reported  to  the  Senate,  on  the 
'2oth  of  March,  two  bills — one  for  the  admission  of  Califor- 
nia into  the  Union  of  States,  and  the  other  for  the  organi- 
zation of  the  Territories  of  Utah  and  New  Mexico,  and  for 
the  adjustment  of  the  disputed  boundary  with  the  State 
of  Texas,  wliich  were  read  twice  and  printed  for  the  use 
of  the  Senate.    On  the  19th  of  April  a  select  committee  of 
thirteen  was  appointed,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Foote,  of  Miss- 
issippi,  of  which  Mr.  Clay  was   made   chairman,  and  to 
which  were  referred  all  pending  propositions  relating  to  the 
slavery  question.     On  the  Sth^of  May,  Mr.  Clay,  from  the 
select  conmiittee  of  thirteen,  submitted  to  the'  Serate  an 
elaborate  report  covering  all  the  points  in  controversy, 
accompanied  by  a  bill  which  is  usuallv  known  as  the 
'•  Omnibus  Bill."     By  reference  to  the  provisions  of  this 
bill,   as  it   appears  on  the  files  of  the  Senate,  it  will  be 
seen  that  it  is  composed  of  the  two  printed  bills  which  had 
been  reported  by  the   Committee   on  Territories  on  the 
25th   of  March  previous  ;    and   that   the   only    material 
change  in  its  provisions,  involving  an  important  and  es- 
sential principle,  is  to  be  found  iji  the  tenth  section,  which 
prescribes  and  defines  the  powers  of  the  Territorial  Legis- 
lature.    In  the  bill,  as  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Ter- 
ritories, the  legislative  power  of  the  Territories  extended 
to  "  all  rightful  subjects  of  legislation  consistent  with  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,"  without  excepting 
African  Slavery  ;  while  the  bill,  as  reported  by  the  com- 
mittee of  thirteen,  conferred  the  same  power  on  the  Terri- 
torial Legislature,  with  the  exception  of  African  Sla- 
neri/.    This  portion  of  the  section  in  its  orighial  form  read 
thus : 


not  only  to  the  prescrvalion  of  properly,  but  to  the  peace  of 
\h::  ii-ri-i;ory.  il  will  leave  ihe  riyht  U)  make  such  police 
r  -^ul. 111)118  us  ai-i-:  in-i:(;ssary  lo  prrvenl  disorder,  and  wlmh 
vv.il  i;H  absuhuily  necessary  vviih  such  propeny  as  ihal  lo 
-cur.,-  iis  bi  ii>'(icial  use  to  its  owner.  Widi  this  brief  ex- 
pi  iii:iiiiiu  I  .submil  the  amendment." 

Mr.  Clay,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Davis,  said : 

•■  I  am  not  perfectly  sure  ih.it  1  lomprehend  the  full  mtian- 
ing  i.f  the  ameiulmeni  oUereJ  ly  tlie  ^enaun-  from  .Mississippi. 
II  1  uo,  I  think  he  acconipli>iii  s  iioihing  Ijv  siriking  out  die 


"  And  he  it  further  enaried  that  the  Legislative  power  of  (he 
Territory  shall  extend  to  all  righifiil  subjects  of  legislation 
consistent  with  the  Constitution  of  tlie  United  States  and  the 
prorisions  of  this  act ;  but  no  law  shall  be  passed  interfering 
with  the  primary  disposition  of  the  soil." 

To  which  the  committee  of  thirteen  added  these  words : 
"  Xor  ir„  respect  to  African  Slavery:'  When  the  bill 
came  up  for  action  on  the  loth  of  Jlav,  Mr.  Davis,  of  Mis- 
sissippi, said : 

'•I  off.T  the  following  amendm»nt.  To  strike  out,  in  the 
sixth  hne  of  ihe  tenth  section,  the  wnrjs  '  in  rei.pfa  to  Afrimn 
Slureriy:  and  insert  the  words,  '  vHh  r/io.ve  ric/hts  of  properli/ 
a  ■'>  ring  out  of  the  institution  of  Af,  i'-an  Slarery  as  il  esci-ilfi  in 
any  oj  the  Statei  of  the  Union.'  The  oliject  of  the  amendment 
is  to  prevent  the  Territorial  Legislature  from  legislating 
against  :h';  nghts  of  properlv  grovvin;;  out  of  the  institution 
or  ^Uv•■■l•y.  ;  ■  ■  .  .  It  will  learo  to  the  Territorial  Legisla- 
liires  iho^e  rights  .-vnd  powers  which  are  esst-nlldUy  necessary, 


ilaiisi-  now  III  the  bill  and  ii)s»er;ing  that  wliii  li  lie  proposes  lo 
ins.  ri.  'ihe  clause  now  in  the  bill  is,  that  the  'i crriiorial 
1 -gisiaiioii  shall  not  extend  to  anything  respecting  African 
Slavery  wiihin  the  Territory.  Ihe  ellect  of  retaining  the 
cJau.se  as  reported  by  the  Committee  will  be  this  :  'ihal  if  in 
any  of  the  Territories  Slavery  now  exists,  il  shall  not  be  aboi- 
islied  by  the  Territorial  Legislature  ;  and  if  in  any  of  the  Ter- 
li'.ories  .Slavery  does  not  now  exist,  it  cannot  be  iniroUuced  by 
the  Territorial  Legislaiure.  The  clause  iiself  was  introduced 
into  the  bill  by  the  Committee  lor  the  purpose  of  tvlug  up  the 
hands  of  the  Ternlofial  Legislature  in  respect  to' legisUiiiig 
at  all,  one  way  or  the  other,  upon  the  subject  of  African  .'^la- 
very.  It  was  intended  to  leave  the  legislation  and  the  law  of 
the  respective  Territories  in  the  condition  in  which  the  .-^ct 
will  find  them.  1  slated  on  a  former  occasion  that  I  did  not, 
in  Committee,  vote  for  the  amendment  lo  insert  the  clause, 
though  il  was  proposed  to  be  introduced  by  a  majoritv  of  the 
Committee.  1  attached  very  little  con.sequence  to  it"  at  the 
time,  and  I  attach  very  httle  to  it  at  present.  It  is  perhaps  of 
no  particular  iniporiance  whatever.  Now,  sir,  if  1  under- 
stand the  measure  proposed  by  die  Senator  from  JILssi.-slppi, 
it  aims  at  the  same  ihing.  I  do  not  understand  him  as  propos- 
ing that  if  any  one  shall  carry  slaves  mto  the  Terriiorj'— 
ahhough  by  the  laws  of  the  Territory  he  cannot  take  them 
there— the  Legislative  hands  of  the  Territorial  government 
should  be  so  tied  as  lo  prevent  it  saying  lie  shall  not  enjoy  the 
friiiis  of  their  labor.  Il'  the  Senator  from  Mississippi  means 
to  say  that — " 

Mr.  Davis: 

"  I  do  mean  to  say  it." 
Mr.  Clay : 

"  If  the  object  of  the  Senator  is  lo  provide  that  slaves  may 
be  introduced  into  the  Territory  contrary  to  the  lex.  tori,  and, 
being  introduced,  nothing  shall  be  done  by  the  LegLslattire  to 
impair  the  rights  of  owners  to  hold  the  slaves  thus  brought 
contrary  to  the  local  laws,/  ceitninly  cannot  vote  for  it.  la 
doing  so  I  shall  repeat  again  the  expression  of  opinion  which 
1  announced  at  an  early  period  of  the  session." 

Here  we  find  the  line  distinctly  drawn  between  those  who 
contended  for  the  right  to  carry  slaves  into  the  Territories 
and  hold  them  in  defiance  of  the  local  law,  and  those  who 
contended  that  such  right  was  subject  to  the  local  law  of 
the  Territory.  During  the  progress  of  the  discussion  on 
the  same  day,  Mr.  Davis,  of  Mississippi,  said  : 

"  We  are  giving,  or  proposing  to  give,  a  government  to  a 
Territory,  which  act  rests  upon  the  basis  of  our  lighi  to  make 
such  provision.  We  suppose  we  have  a  right  to  confer 
power.  If  so,  we  may  mark  out  the  limit  to  which  they  may 
legislate,  and  are  bound  not  to  confer  jiower  bevond  that 
which  exists  in  Congress.  If  we  give  them  power  to  legislate 
bevond  that,  we  commit  a  fraud  or  usurpation,  as  il  may  be 
done  openly,  covertly,  or  indireclly." 

To  which  Mr.  Clay  replied  : 

Now.  sir,  I  only  repeat  w  hat  I  have  had  occasion  (o  say  be- 
fore, that  while  I  am  willing  to  stand  aside  and  make  no  legis- 
lative enactment  one  way  or  the  other — to  lay  olf  the  Territo 
ries  without  the  Wilmot  I'roviso,  on  the  one  liand,  with  which 
I  understand  we  are  threatened,  or  without  an  attempt  to 
iniriiiiuce  a  clause  for  the  introduction  of  Slavery  into  the 
Territories— wliile  I  am  for  rejecting  both  the  one  and  the 
other,  I  am  content  that  the  law  as  it  exists  .«hall  prevail ;  and 
if  there  be  any  diversity  of  opinion  as  to  what  it  means,  I  am 
wiUing  thai  it  shall  be  settled  by  the  highest  judicial  authority 
of  the  country.  While  I  am  content  thus  to  abide  the  result,  I 
must  say  that  I  cannot  vote  for  any  express  provision  recogniz- 
ing the  right  to  carry  slaves  there." 

To  which  Mr.  Davis  rejoined,  that — 

"  It  is  said  our  Revolution  grew  out  of  a  preamble  ;  and  I 
hope  H'e  have  somelhiiig  of  the  same  character  of  the  hardy 
men  ol  the  Uevolution  who  first  commenced  the  war  with  the 
mother  country— something  of  the  spirit  of  that  bold  Yankee 
who  said  he  had  a  right  to  go  to  Concord,  and  that  go  he  would  ; 
and  who,  in  the  maintenance  of  that  right,  met  his  death  at 
the  hands  of  a  British  sentinel.  Now,  sir,  if  our  right  to  carry 
slaves  into  these  Territories  be  a  constitutional  right,  it  is  our 
first  duly  to  maintain  It." 

Pending  the  discussion  which  ensued,  Mr.  Davis,  at  the 
suggestion  of  friends,  modified  his  amendment  from  time 
to  time,  until  it  assumed  the  following  shape  : 

"  Nor  to  introduce  or  exclude  African  Slaverv.  Pro- 
vided thai  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  construed  so 
as  lo  prevent  said  Territorial  Legislature  from  passing 
sui-h  laws  as  may  be  neces.sary  for  the  protection  of  the 
rights  of  properly  of  every  kind  which  may  have  bet-n, 
or  may  be  hereafter,  coiiformably  lo  the  Consliiuiion 
of  the  United  States,  held  in  or  introduced  into  said  Terri- 
tory." 

To  which,  on  the  same  day,  Mr.  Chase,  of  Ohio,  offered 
the  following  amendment : 

"  Provided  further.  That  nothing  herein  contained  shall  ho 
construed  as  aulhorizing   or  permitting  the  inlroduciion  of 
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Which  was  i  ejected— Yeas,  23;  Nays,  33. 
I      After  various  otlier  amendments  liad  been  offered  and 
the  one   affirming  the  Pro- 1  voted  upon— all  relating  to  the  power  of  the  Territorial 
and  the  other  tlie  Anti-Slavery  position,  in  oppo- 1  Legislature  over  Slavery- 


Slavery  or  the  holding  of  persons  as  property  wihin  said  Ter- 1 
riiory." 
Upon  these  amendments 

Slavery, ■-••.! 

sition  to  the  right  of  the  people  of  the  lerntones  to  de 
cide  the  Slavery  question  for  themselves— Mr.  Douglas  said. 
"  The  position  that  I  have  ever  taken  has  been,  that  this 
and  all  other  questions  relathig  to  the  domestic  aUairs  and 
doiucsiic  policy  of  the  Territories,  onshi,  to  be  left  to  the  deci- 
sion of  th.-,  peo'ple  tliemsLdves  ;  and  that  we  ought  to  be  con- 
tent with  whatever  way  they  may  decide  tlie  question,  becau.se 
they  liave  a  much  deeper  interest  in  these  matters  than  we 
have  and  know  much  better  what  institutions  suit  them  than 
W"  who  have  never  been  there,  can  decide  for  them.  1  would 
therefore  have  much  preferred  that  that  poriion  of  the  bill 
should  have  remanied  as  it  was  reported  from  the  ('ommiitee 
on  Territories,  with  no  provision  on  the  subject  of  Mavt-ry, 
the  one  wav  or  the  other.  Ami  I  do  hope  yet  that  that  clans.' 
Will  be  sirickea  out.  1  am  satisfied,  sir,  that  it  gives  no  streiig.h 
to  the  bdl.  I  am  satisfied,  even  if  it  did  give  strength  to  it, 
thatitou-'ht  not  to  be  there,  bemuteit  isa  nohitioiio/pnnn- 
nle—a.  vioialiou  of  that  principle  upon  which  we  have  all 
rested  our  defense  of  the  course  we  have  taken  on  ilus  ques- 
lioa.  I  do  uol  see  how  those  of  us  who  have  taken  the  posi- 
tion we  have  taken— that  o( iioii-interteitliou— and  have  argued 
in  favor  of  the  right  of  the  people  to  legislate  for  themselves 
on  this  question,  can  support  such  a  provision  without  aban- 
doning all  the  arguments  which  we  used  in  the  Presidential 
campaign  in  the  year  1S48,  and  the  principles  set  forth  by  the 
honorable  Senator  from  Jlichigan  (.Mr.  Cass)  in  that  letter 
which  is  known  as  the  '  Nicholson  Letter.'  We  are  required 
to  abandon  that  plaiform  ;  we  are  required  to  abandon  those 
principles,  and  to  siuliify  ourselves,  and  to  adopt  the  opposite 
doctrine— and  for  what  y  In  order  to  say  that  thepeojih  oj  the 
Tf.rritoru.x  nluM  not  have  nuch  inMitulionn  as  thei/  shall  deem 
ad  ipled  to  their  condition  and  their  u-anls.  I  do  not  see,  sir, 
how  such  a  provision  can  be  acceptable  either  lo  the  people 
of  th.;  North  or  the  South." 

Upon  the  question  of  how  many  inhabitants  a  Territory 
should  contain  before  it  should  be  formed  into  a  political 
community  with  the  rights  of  self-government,  Mr.  Doug- 
las said : 

"  The  Senator  from  Mississippi  puts  the  question  to  me  as  to 
•what  number  of  people  there  must  be  in  a  Territory  before 
this  riglit  10  govern  iliemselves  accrues.  Without  delerminlnc 
the  precise  uumber,  I  will  assume  that  the  right  ought  tu 
accrue  to  the  people  at  the  moment  they  have  enough  to  con- 
siitute  a  government ;  and,  sir,  the  bill  assumes  that  there  are 
people  enough  there  to  require  a  government,  and  enough  to 

authorize  the  people  to  govern  themselves Your 

bill  concedes  that  a  representative  government  is  necessary— 
a  government  founded  upon  the  principles  of  popular  sove- 
rei"nty  and  the  right  of  a  people  to  enact  their  own  laws  ;  ami 
foiUhis  reason  you  give  them  a  Legislature  composed  of  two 
branches,  like  the  Legislatures  of  the  different  States  and 
Territories  of  the  Union.  You  confer  upon  them  the  right  to 
legislate  on  'all  rightftd  subjects  of  legislation,'  except 
negroes.  Whv  exciqn  negroes?  Why  except  African  Sil- 
very ?  If  the  inhabitaats  are  competent  to  govern  themselves 
upo"n  all  other  sulijecta,  and  in  reference  lo  all  other  descrip- 
tions of  pi-opertv— if  they  are  competent  to  make  laws  and 
determine  the  relations  between  husband  and  wife,  and  pa- 
rent and  child,  and  municipal  laws  allecting  the  rights  and 
property  of  citizens  generally,  they  are  competent  also  to 
make  laws  to  govern  themselves  in  relation  to  Slavery  and 
negroes." 

With  reference  to  the  protection  of  property  in  slaves, 
Mr.  Douglas  said : 

"  I  have  a  word  to  sav  to  the  honorable  Sen.ator  from  Mis- 
sissippi (.Mr.  Davis).  lie  insists  that  I  am  not  in  favor  of  pro- 
tecting property,  and  that  his  amendment  is  ottered  for  the 
piirptise  of  protecting  property  under  the  Constitution.  Now, 
sir,  I  ask  you  what  authority  he  has  for  assuming  that  ?  Do  I 
not  desire  to  protect  property  because  I  wish  to  allow  the 
people  to  pass  such  laws  as  they  deem  proper  respecting 
their  rights  lo  property  wUliout  any  exception?  He  might 
just  as  Well  gay  that  I  am  opposed  to  protecting  property  in 
merchandise,  in  steamboats,  iu  cattle,  in  real  estate,  as  to  say 
that  I  am  opposed  to  protecting  property  of  any  other 
description  ;  for  I  desire  to  put  them  all  on  an  equality,  and 
allow  the  people  to  make  their  own  laws  in  respect  to  the 
whole  of  them." 

Mr.  Cass  said  (referring  to  the  amendments  offered  by 
Mr.  Davis  and  Mr.  Chase): 

"  Now,  with  respect  to  the  amcndmonls.  I  shall  vote 
against  them  botli ;  and  then  I  shall  vole  in  favor  of  striking 
out  the  restriction  in  the  bill  upon  the  i)ower  of  the  Territorial 
governments.  I  shall  do  so  upon  this  ground.  I  was  opposed, 
as  the  honorable  Senator  from  Kentucky  has  declared  he  was, 
10  the  insertion  of  this  prohibition  by  the  Committee.  I  con- 
sider it  inexpeilient  ami  iinconslitutional.  I  have  already 
stated  mv  iiehef  that  the  ri^hiful  power  of  internal  legislation 
la  the  Territories  belongs  to  the  people." 

After  further  discussion  the  vote  was  taken  by  yeas  and 
nays  on  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Chase,  and  decided  in  the 
negative :  Yeas,  25 ;  Nay.s,  30.  The  question  recurring  on 
the  amendment  of  Mr.  Davis,  of  Mississippi,  it  was  also 
reiecteil :  Y'eas,  25;  Nays,  ^0.  Whereupon  Mr.  Seward 
offered  the  following  amendment : 

"  Nidiher  Slavorv  nor  involuntary  servitude,  otherwise 
th  an  by  conviction  "for  crime,  shall  ever  be  allowed  in  either 
of  said  Territories  of  Ulali  and  New  Mexico.' 


_  ^      Mr.  Douglas  moved  to  strike  out 

alfrelatiiig  to  African  Slavery,  so  that  the  TerritoritU  Le- 
gislature should  have  the  same  power  over  that  question 
as  over  all  other  rightful  subjects  of  legislation  consistent 
witii  the  Constitution — which  amendment  was  rejected. 
Alter  the  rejection  of  this  amendment,  the  (liscussioii  was 
renewed  with  great  ability  and  depth  of  feeling  in  respect 
to  the  powers  which  the  Territorial  Legislature  should  ex- 
ercise upon  the  subject  of  Slavery.  Various  pioposiLio..s 
were  made,  and  amendments  ottered  and  rejecteil-tiU  i di- 
lating to  this  one  controverted  point— when  .Mr.  Norris,  of 
New-Hampshire,  renewed  the  motion  of  Mr.  Douglas,  to 
strike  out  the  restriction  on  the  Territorial  Legislature  in 
respect  to  African  Slavery.  On  the  olst  of  July  this 
amendment  was  adopted  by  a  vote  of  32  to  Itt— restoring 
this  section  of  ttie  bill  to  the  form  in  which  it  was  reported 
from  the  Committee  on  Territories  on  the  vioth  of  March, 
and  conferring  on  the  Territorial  Legislature  power  over 
"  all  rightful  subjects  of  legislation  consistent  with  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,"  uil/wut  nxce.piing 
A/riran  61'iveri/. 

Tlius  terminated  this  great  struggle  in  the  affirmance  of 
the  principle,  tis  the  basis  of  the  Compromise  .Measures  of 
ISoO,  so  far  as  they  related  to  the  organization  of  the  Ter- 
ritories, i/utt  the  people  of  the  Territoriex  ■•ihouhl  deciiie 
the  SUtcery  queatiuH.for  themselves  through  the  action 
of  their  Territorial  Lerjbilatu-re,. 

Tills  controverted  question  having  been  definitely  set- 
tled, the  Senate  proceeded  on  the  same  day  to  consider  the 
other  portions  of  the  bill,  and  after  striking  out  all  except 
those  provisions  which  provided  for  the  orgunixationoi  the 
Territory  of  Utah,  ordered  the  bill  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading,  and  on  the  next  day— August  1,  ISoO— the 
bill  was  retid  a  third  ti-.ne,  and  passed. 

On  the  Uth  of  August  the  bill  for  the  organization  of  tlie 
Territory  of  New-.Mexico  was  taken  up,  and  amended  so 
as  to  conform  fully  to  the  provisions  of  the  LItiih  Act  i"  re- 
spect to  the  jiowe'r  of  the  Territorial  Legislature  over  "  ad 
rightful  subjects  of  legishition  consistent  with  the  Conati-. 
tutioii,"  without  excepting  African  Slavery,  and  was  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading  without  ii  divi- 
sion;  and  on  tlie  next  day  the  bill  was  ptissed— Yeas,  27; 
Nays,  10.  .  „ 

These  two  bills  were  sent  to  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, and  passed  that  body  without  any  alteration  in  re- 
spect to  the  power  of  the  Territorial  Legislatures  over  the 
suliject  of  Slavery,  and  were  approved  by  President  Fill- 
more, September  9,  ISoO. 

In  1S'>2,  when  the  two  great  political  parties— Whig  and 
Democratic— into  which  tlie  country  was  then  divided,  as- 
sembled in  National  Convention  at  Baltinuue  for  the  pur- 
pose of  nominating  candidates  for  the  I'residency  and 
Vice-Presidency,  etich  Convention  adopteil  iiud  athruied 
the  principles  embodied  in  the  Compromise  Measures  of 
Iboii  as  rules  of  action  by  which  they  wouhl  be  governed  in 
all  future  cases  in  tlie  organization  of  Territorial  govern- 
ments and  the  admission  of  new  States. 

On  the  4th  of  January,  l;5-t,  the  Committee  on  Territo- 
ries, of  the  Senate,  to  wliich  had  been  referred  a  bill  for 
the  organization  of  the  Territory  of  Nebraska,  reported 
the  bill  biick,  with  an  amendment,  in  the  form  of  asubstj- 
tute  for  the  entire  bill,  which,  with  some  modifications,  is 
now  known  on  the  statute  book  as  the  "  Kansas-Nebraska 
Act,"  accompanied  by  a  Report  explaining  the  principles 
upon  which  it  was  proposed  to  organize  those  Territories, 
as  follows : 

"  The  principal  amendments  which  your  Coiumittee  deem  it 
their  duty  to  commend  to  the  favorable  action  of  the  Senate^  iii 
a  special  report,  are  those  in  which  the  principles  established 
by  the  Compromise  M.^astires  of  1850,  so  far  as  they  are  appli- 
cable to  territorial  organizations,  are  proposed  to  lie  atlirmed 
and  carried  into  practical  operation  within  tlie  hmiisot  tha 
new  Territory.  The  wisdom  of  those  measures  is  attested, 
not  less  by  their  saiutarv  and  beneficial  effects  in  allaying  sec- 
tional agitation  and  restoring  peace  and  harmony  to  aii  irri- 
tated and  distracted  people,  than  by  the  cordial  and  almost 
universal  approbation  with  which  they  have  been  received  and 
sanctioned  by  the  whole  country. 

"Inlhejudgmentof  your  Committee,  those  measures  were 
intended  to  have  a  far  more  comprehensive  and  enduring 
effect  than  the  mere  adjustment  of  the  diHieullies  arising  out 
of  the  recent  acquishion  of  Mexican  territory.  1  hey  were,  de- 
signed to  establish  certain  great  principles,  which  would  not 
only  furnish  adequate  remedies  for  existing  evils,  but,  in  all 
time  to  come,  avoid  the  perils  of  a  similar  agbation,  by  with- 
drawing the  question  of  Slavery  from  the  Halls  of  Congress 
and  the  political  arena,  and  eommtiting  it  to  the  arbitrament  of 
those  who  were  immediately  interested  in  and  alone  responsi- 
ble for  its  consequences.  Wi'h  a  view  of  conforinmg  their 
action  to  the  settled  policy  of  the  Governmeni,  sanciioned  by 
the  approving  voice  of  the  .\merican  people,  your  Committee 
have  deemed  it  their  duty  to  incorporate  and  perpetuate,  in 
their  territorial  bill,  the  principles  and  spirit  of  Uiosc 
measures." 


MR.  DOUGLAS  OX  POPULAR  SOVEREIGNTr. 
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t.:u^^7  PfCSPnfinp  an.l  revicwin;,'  certain  provL,iou»  of  U.e 
bill,  tlie  toimiutttt;  concluJe  us  lollowy ; 

••  From  ih.SH  pr.ivisious  il  la  appaniii  that  lh.>  (^.mn^oml«P 
Measure,  o.  l^  amrm  and  rL\  upou  0.0  Mlolvi^'T-Xo 

•••  r,r,i.—T\M  all  quf-slloiis  port.iliilns  lo  siav.-rv  In  ihi- 
o  be  1,11  to  Uie  decisiou  uf  ,]..•  peuple  r.  siaiiiB  th  ","  1    b  • 

I'nli'Jfi''i;»;.~V""  ""-"  Pi^oyWon  of  Iho  Conslltullon  of  the 
ried  liilo  raithful  i-xrc.uluii  li,  all  the  i.rjiaiilz.d  I'.-riliod.s      ..• 

<oi„  ,,.  pr.nar.d,  ai.d  which  Is  c(,i.„i.rnd-d  to  the 

„■',  '  '  "f  ','"■  ■'^'■nal'-.  proposes  to  rarrv  Ihese  pro- 

po,i  .      -  :  ,K.ipl,,«  !,„„  pnulUal  operaiion,  lu  U.e  precise 

-■  l  otupromise  Measures  of  ISOU.'  " 


laogiiJtjc  ul  luo  I'otupru 

By  reference  to  that  section  of  the  "  Kansas-Xebraska 
Act  as  It  iiowstan.U  on  the  statute  hook,  which  pre- 
scribed and  .lehned  the  power  of  the  Territorial   LecUla- 

ure  It  will  be  seen  that  it  is,  "in  the  precise  lanjruat'e  of 
the  toinpro.uLse  Measures  of  l^n."  exten.lin^-  tlie  leuMs- 

ativc  power  of  the  Territory  "to  all  rightful  subjects  of 
legislation  cousLstent  with  the  Constitution,"  without  e\- 
cciituiK  African  Slavery.  ' 

It  haviiii;  been  suKKested,  witli  some  plausibilitv,  durine 
the  discussion  of  the  bill,  that  the  act  of  ConVVe"  of 
nf^'fi  \^'  '^"-"'  l',™''  W""o  f^lavery  north  of  the'^,.  .r  .1  el 
of  86    3«   wou  d  deprive  the  people  of  the  Territorv  of  the 

»hUe  they  should  remain  in  a  Territorial  condition,  an.l  be- 
fore ti.ey  should  have  the  re.,uisite  population  to  entitle 
U.em  to  adrnb^sion  into  the  Inion  as  a  ;;tate,  an  amend- 
mcn  was  prepared  hy  the  Chairman  of  the  Com  ttee 
and  incorporated  into  the  bill  to  remove  this  obstacle  to  the 
free  exercise  of  the  principle  of  popularsovcrei»:ntv  in  the 
Territory,  while  it  remained  in  a  Territorial  condition,  In 
fri^r.  ?^'  .  "  ?""*  '"'•'  •""  ^'""g'-'^s^S  ""J  dcch.rinjr  the 
these  wor!u""     ""**""«  of  aU  the  friends  of  the  bUl  in 

„,''J'  '""  •"<»  «"  !•■>«•»  "f  the  United  Siatfs 

V  '    •  ,  "'applicable,  shall  have  the  s.une  force 

'  erniory  as  elsewhere  wiihlii  ih-  Culled 

eiK  iih  sertiori  of  the  act  preparaiorv  lo  ihe 

-ourl  Inio  ihe  L  nion.  approved  .Mar,  hO   Ifti 

.■ ,"   '-."■'   '   ■"iisisl.-rit  wlih  the  priii.iple  cf  noij  interve,,' 

Uon  by  t;o.,^re.s  w,.h  Slavery  In  ih^  .-^.at.s  and  Ter  i     rl"  a« 

-e  Me.usure*,'  Is  hereby  declared  Inoperative  a„d 

I  !'>'■  true tnlrntaiii  meaning o/Uiin,irti,ol  lo  l.„,\. 

■_  uu„  anu  Territory  or  St;l«,  nor  lo  exclude  il ilu.r- 

,•  l'"l/"-  '",""'  "■'  '^"''''^  ""^'"/  V>/"-ll!//,ee  to  form  ami 
r>,,,,l,tl^  Ihe.r  ,ln„u:iir  ii^.„i„ii„nj,  in  {heir  oicnHau  Jl  t"l o  I 
to  the  Corutitidion  of  the  United  Stale,.  "'       ■'      """ 

To  which  waa  added,  on  moUon  of  Mr.  Badger,  tlie  fol- 

iitn.f^lTn''r'.';i!'''"'.''°'!'',"*V- '""■'''"  '""'alnod  shall  be  mn- 
«tni  -d  to  r.-Uve  or  put  In  force  anv  law-  or  recilailon  wh|.  h 
m  .y  have  exl.-red  prior  o  ihe  act  of  the  sixth  of  March    isj 
ehh.T  proi,-,;m«.  es.abhshlng,  of  aboRshlng  slavery  -•  ' 

In  this  foi-m,  and  with  O.is  distbrt  understanding  of  its 
ifue  intent  and  meaning,"  the  bill  passed  the  two  house. 


of  Congress,  and  became  the  law  of  the  land  by  the  an- 
provul  of  the  President,  May  :}•,  is,'*4.  "^ 

In  IsOC,  the  Democratic  party,  assembled  In  National 
tonveulon  at  Cincinnati,  declared  by  a  unanimous  vote 
of  the  delegates  from  every  State  in  the  Uuiou,  that— 

"The  .American  IVmof-rary  r.-ropnlze  and  adopt  die  prln- 
clplea  contained  In  the  ..r-anic  laws  eslal,lNhln«  ihe  'Jerri, 
lories  ol  kaiis..s  and  .\ebru-,ku  as  embodying  the  only  sound 
and  safe  s.du.lon  of  die  "Mavery  <|U,silon,'  upon  wl.i,  h  e 
great  national  Idea  of  the  people  Id' this  whole  ounrcau 
.pose   In   Its  delerndiied   eons'rvadsm   of   the   vXu-tu'n- 

or  In  [he  nT'.:^  *","«/;-''  «■'"'  -^l^very  m  Stale  and  Terrllor?, 
or  in  ilie  llLstnel  ol  (  oliinibia  ; 

n^'JY\  "!'"  ^*'''?  "';■  ''""'"  "f  ""•  Compromises  of  l&'A  con- 
Ormed  by  boih  ihe  J)em...  rallc  and  Wh  g  parlies  In  Na  lonal 

l^  Th-  ?.':■''■''  '°  .'■"■  •"•^"■'V'"""'  "I-  <1-  Terniories  in 
.rh>Hni'tiM-  *•'  """';■■"'  "('Idi.ailon  of  ihls  Demo.raiic 
principle  to  Ihe  orgamzalon  of 'lerrlic.rb-s  and  lo  ihe  admis- 
sion of  new- Males,  wnh  or  wilhoul  .lomeslir  .^laverv  aV  h.  v 
ina.v  elect.  Ihe  ecpial  rinhis  of  all  will  be  preserved  Inmn-ihe 
"nn'i'^i  '^""'C'"^"*,  «<■  '1>;-  fonsiruilon  n.alntamed  Inviolate- 

iTs    ,m^r, '"'■■■"'■  ""V"',''^'"""''""''""''''  L'.ion  Insured  to 
..stmos  capacity  of  en, bracing  In  peace  and  harmony  any 

•ihaRe mibi?"  "f"'""  "'■'"  "'">■  '"'  '"'"""uled  or  amicxed 
wiui  a  Kepiibhcun  form  ol  government." 

Ill  accepting  the  nomination  of  this  Convention  Mr 
Budianan,  m  a  letter  dated  June  IC,  lisOG,  said  : 

"  The  agilatlon  on  Ihe  tiueslion  of  domesllc  Slaverv  has  too 
long  distracted  and  divided  ihc  people  of  ihis  Cnlon  and 
alienated  Iheir  alleeilons  from  ea.h  o'h'-r.     This  aglla  k  m  has 

assumed  many  forms  sii lis  con.men.eineni    (,„,   |t   now 

s-iins  lo  be  directed  ,l,i,-lly  lo  the  T.rriioiies  :  and  jndchie 
fioiii  it.s  present  cha.acier,  1  Ihii.k  we  may  safely  antir  n«  I 
hal  it  Is  rapidly  approaching  a  •  linalily.'  The  re,  el'l  K 
ationol  Congress  resp.-ciingdomesiicMaverv,  derived  as  It 
lia.s  been,  from  the  ori;;inaland  pure  founlain  of  h-grimai" 
l-.di  ual  power,  Ihe  will  of  the  majoriiv.  proml.ses  .re  '  ne 
lo  ;Wl,iy  Ihe  dangerous  excitement.  'J  his  l-gislailon  is  fomeled 
nprfn  principl.s  as  ancient  as  free  goverhmeni  iis.  If  and  hi 
acconlance  wiUi  ihem  h:.s  simply  de.  In ed  ibal  ihe  p.  o'ple  of  a 
errlory  l.ke  .hose  .,f  a  Male,  ./,„;/  .Un.le  lorthL^ehe, 
uh^lhe,  Sluf,  I,  fhalt  or  ^hnU  not  rjii,-!  uithin  lluir  limit.-." 

This  e.xposition  of  the  history  of  these  measures  shows 
conclusively  that  the  authors  of  the  Compromise  Jleasures 
of  l>oO,  and  of  the  Kansas-Nebraska  Act  of  lS-4    -is  well 
as  the  members  of  the  Continental  Congress  of  1774    and 
the  foun.lers  of  our  .system  of  government  subsequent  to 
th.;  Uevolution,  regarde.lthe  peo|,le  of  the  Territories  and 
tolonies  as  pohtical  communities  which  were  eiititle.l  to  a 
free  and  exclusive  power  of  legislation  in  their  Provincial 
Legislatures,  where    their  representation    c.ul.l   alone  be 
prcseryc.l,  in    all  cases   of  ta.\ation   an.l   iiilenial   polity 
This    right   pertains    to  the    people    collcctlvciv  as  a  lawl 
ahidi.ng  and  peaceful  commuiiily,  and   not  to  liic  i-olated 
individuals  who  may  wan.ler   upon  the   public  domain  in 
violation  of  law.     It  cin  only  he  exercised  where  there  are 
inhabitants  suflicieiit  lo  constitute  a  government,  and  ca- 
pable of  performing  its  various  functions   and  duties— a 
fact  to    l)e   ascertained   anil    determined    by    Congress 
Whether  the   number   shall   be   li.xeil   at   ten     fifteen   or 
twenty  thousand  inhabitants  does  not  affect  Ihe  principle 
'Ihe  principle,  nn.ler  ourp.ditical  svstem,  is  t/int  tuerv 
diHti„it  political  Cimntiimitij,  lo;/,,)  to  the  Count  it  uti„n 
aruf  the  L  ni,m,  /«  eulitUfl  to  all  the  riohtn.  iiririleneK 
and  immuuitirH  of  «,'l/-(jore,'ii7>if,it  in  rexpert  to  their 
local  converntt  and  internal  polit;/,  vuhject  only  to  tAt 
totutttution  o/ t/ie  L'nitid  Statm. 
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SPEECH  OF  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN,  OF  ILLINOIS, 
Delivered  at  the  Cooper  Institute,  Monday^  Feb.  27,  18G0. 


Mr.  President  and  Fkllow-Citizens  of  New-York  : 
The  facts  with  whicli  I  shall  deal  this  evening  are  mainly 
old  and  familiar ;  nor  is  there  anything  new  in  the  gene- 
ral use  I  shall  make  of  them.  If  there  shall  be  any 
novelty,  it  will  be  in  the  mode  of  presenting  the  facts, 
and  the  inferences  and  observations  following  that 
presentation. 

In  his  speech,  last  autumn,  at  Columbus,  Ohio,  as 
reported  in  "The  New  York  Times,"  Senator  Douglas 
said  : 

'•  Our  fathers,  when  they  framed  the  Government  un- 
der which  we  live,  understood  this  question  just  as  well, 
and  even  better  than  we  do  now." 

I  fully  indorse  this,  and  1  adopt  it  as  a  text  for  tfiis 
discourse.  I  so  adopt  it  because  it  furnishes  a  precise 
and  an  agreed  starting  point  for  a  discussion  between 
Republicans  and  that  wing  of  Democracy  headed  by 
Senator  D  mglas.  It  simply  leaves  the  inquiry :  "  What 
was  the  understanding  those  fathers  had  of  the  question 
mentioned  ?" 

What  is  the  frame  of  Government  under  which  we 
live? 

The  answer  must  be  :  "  The  Constitution  of  the  United 
Slates  "  That  Constitution  consists  of  the  original, 
f.  iimed  in  1TS7  (and  under  which  the  present  Govern- 
ment first  went  into  operation),  and  twelve  subsequently 
f.auied  amendments,  tlie  first  ten  of  which  were  framed 
in  1TS9. 

Who  were  our  fathers  that  framed  the  Constitution? 
I  suppose  the  "  thirty-nine"  who  signed  the  original 
instrument  may  be  fairly  called  our  fathers  who  framed 
that  pa!t  of  the  present  Government.  It  is  almost 
exactly  true  to  say  they  framed  it,  and  it  is  altofiether 
true  to  say  they  fairly  represented  the  opinion  and  sen- 
timent of  the  whole  nation  at  that  time.  Thei:-  names, 
being  familiar  to  nearly  all,  and  accessible  to  quite  all, 
need  not  now  be  repeated. 

I  take  these  "  thirty-nine,"  for  the  present,  as  being 
"our  fathe.s  who  framed  the  Government  under  which 
we  live." 

What  is  the  question  which,  according  to  the  text, 
those  fathers  understood  just  as  well,  and  even  belter 
than  we  do  now  ? 

It  is  this:  Does  the  proper  division  of  local  from 
federal  authority,  or  anything  in  the  Constitution,  forbid 
our  Federal  Government  to  control  as  to  Slavery  in  our 
Federal  Territories? 

Upon  this,  Dougla-i  holds  the  affirmative,  and  Republi- 
cans the  negative.  This  affirmative  and  denial  form  an 
iisue  ;  and  this  issue— this  question — is  precisely  what 
the  text  declares  our  fathers  understood  better  than  we. 
Let  us  now  inquire  whether  the  "  thirty-nine,"  or  any 
of  them,  ever  acted  upon  this  question;  and  if  they  did, 
how  they  acted  upon  it — how  they  expressed  tliat  bet- 
te.'  understanding. 

In  17S4 — three  years  before  the  Constitution — the 
United  States  then  owning  the  Northwestern  Territory, 
and  no  other— the  Congress  of  the  Confederation  had 
Ijefore  them  the  question  of  prohibiting  Slavery  in  that 
Te  ritorj-  ;  and  four  of  the  "thirty-nine,"  who  afterward 
framed  the  Constitution  were  in  that  Congress,  and 
voted  on  that  question.  Of  these,  Roger  Sherman, 
Tliomas  Milllin,  and  Hugh  Williamson  voted  for  the 
p  ohiliitiim  -  thus  showing  that,  in  their  understanding, 
n  )  line  dividng  local  from  federal  authority,  nor  anything 
else,  properly  forbade  the  Federal  Government  to  con- 
trid  as  to  Slavery  in  Federal  Territory.  The  other  of  the 
lour  -  James  iMclIenry — voted  against  the  prohibition, 
showing  tliat,  for  some  cause,  he  thought  it  improper  to 
vote  for  it. 


In  17ST,  still  before  the  Constitution,  but  while  the 
Convention  was  in  session  framing  it,  and  while  the 
Northwestern  Territory  still  was  the  only  Territory 
owned  by  the  United  States — the  same  question  of  pro- 
hibiting Slavery  in  the  Territory  again  came  before  the 
Congress  of  the  Confederation;  and  three  more  of  the 
"thirty-nine"  who  afterward  signed  the  Constitution, 
Wire  in  that  Congress,  and  voted  on  the  question.  They 
were  William  Blount,  William  Few  and  Abraham  Bald- 
win ;  and  they  all  voted  for  the  prohibition — thus  show 
ing  that,  in  their  understanding,  no  line  dividing  local 
from  federal  authority,  nor  anything  else,  properly 
forbids  the  Federal  Government  to  control  as  to  Slavery 
in  federal  territory.  This  time  the  prohibition  became 
a  law,  being  part  of  what  is  now  well  known  as  the 
Ordinance  of  'ST. 

The  question  of  federal  control  of  Slavery  in  the  Ter- 
ritories, seems  not  to  liave  been  directly  before  the 
Convention  which  framed  the  original  Constitution  ;  and 
hence  it  is  not  recorded  that  the  "  thirty-nine,"  or  any 
of  them,  while  engaged  on  that  instrument,  expressed 
any  opinion  on  that  precise  question. 

In  1739,  by  the  first  Congress  which  sat  under  the 
Constitution,  an  act  was  passed  to  enforce  the  Ordinance 
of  '87,  including  the  prohibition  of  Slavery  in  the  North- 
western Territory.  The  bill  for  this  act  was  reported  by 
one  of  the  "thirty-nine,"  Thomas  Fitzsimmons,  then  a 
member  of  the  House  of  Representatives  from  Pennsyl- 
vania. It  went  through  all  its  stages  wichout  a  word  of 
opposition,  and  finally  passed  both  branches  without 
yeas  and  nays,  which  is  equivalent  to  a  unanimous 
passage.  In  this  Congress  there  were  sixteen  of  the 
"  thirty-nine"  fathers  who  framed  the  original  Constitu- 
tion. They  were  John  Langdon,  Nicholas  Oilman,  Wm. 
S.  Johnson,  Roger  Sherman,  Robert  Morris,  Thomas 
Fitzsimmons,  William  Few,  Abiaham  Baldwin,  Rufus 
King,  William  Patterson,  George  Clymer,  Richard  Bas- 
sett,  George  Read,  Pierce  Butler,  Daniel  Carroll,  James 
Madison. 

This  shows  that,  in  their  understanding,  no  line 
dividing  local  from  federal  authority,  nor  anything  in 
the  Constitution,  properly  forbade  Congress  to  prohibit 
Slavery  in  the  fede.al  territory  ;  else  both  their  fidelity 
to  correct  ])rinciple,  and  their  oath  to  support  the  Con- 
stitution, would  have  constrained  them  to  oppose  the 
prohibition. 

Again,  George  Washington,  another  of  the  "  thirty- 
nine,"  was  then  President  of  the  United  States,  and,  as 
such,  api)rove(l  and  signed  the  bill,  thus  completing  its 
validity  as  .a  law,  and  thus  showing  that,  in  his  under- 
standing, no  line  dividing  local  from  federal  autho  -ity, 
nor  anything  in  the  Constitution,  forbade  the  Federal 
Government,  to  control  as  to  Slavery  in  federal  terri- 
tory.     ' 

No  great  while  tifter  the  adoption  of  the  original 
Constitution,  North  Carolina  ceded  to  the  Federal 
Government  the  country  now  constituting  the  State  of 
Tennessee  ;  and  a  few  years  later  Georgia  ceiled  that 
which  now  con.-(titutes  the  States  of  Missi.s.sippi  and  .Ala- 
bama. In  both  deeds  of  cession  it  was  made  a  condition 
by  the  ceding  States  that  the  Federal  Government 
should  not  prohiliit  Slavery  in  the  ceded  country. 
Besides  this.  Slavery  was  then  actually  in  the  ceded 
country.  Under  these  circumstances.  Congress,  on 
taking  charge  of  these  countries,  did  not  absolutely 
prohibit  Slavery  within  them.  But  they  did  interfere 
with  it— take  control  of  it — even  there,  to  a  certain 
extent.  In  1793,  Congiess  organized  the  Territory  of 
Mississippi.  In  the  act  of  organization  they  prohibited 
I  the  bringing  of  Slaves  into  the  Territory,  from  any  place 
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without  the  United  States,  by  fliic,  anil  giving  freedom  ; 
to  slaves  iio  bruuglit.     Thia  act  passed  l)uih  branches  of  ^ 
Congress   without   yeas   and   nays.       In   that  Congress  I 
were  three  of  the  "  thirty-nine"  who  framed  the  original 
Constitution.     They  were  John  Lungdon,  George    Kead 
and   Abraham  U.ildwin.     They  all,  jirobably,  voted   for 
It.     Cert.iinly  they  would  have  |>laced   their  opposition 
to   it  upon   record,  if,  in   their  utiderstanding,  any  line 
dividing  local  from  federal  authority,  or  any  tiling  in  the 
Constitution,  properly  forbade  the   KederarGovernmeut 
to  control  as  to  t^lavery  in  federal  teriitory. 

In  lSU-1,  the  Federal  Uoverniiieiit  purihased  the  Louisi- 
ana country.  Our  former  territorial  acquisitions  came 
from  certain  of  our  own  Slates;  but  this  Loui^iana 
country  was  acquired  fruu  a  foreign  nation.  In  1S04, 
Congress  gave  a  Territorial  organization  to  that  pall  ol 
It  which  now  consliiutes  the  Slate  of  Louisiana.  New 
Orleans,' lying  within  tljat  part,  was  an  olil  iir.d  compara- 
tively large  city.  There  were  other  consideralile  towns 
and  ceitlements,  and  Slavery  was  extensively  and 
thoroughly  intermingled  with  ti.e  peopk-.  Congress  did 
not,  in  ihe  Territorial  Act,  prohibit  SUvory ;  but  they 
did  interfere  with  it — take  control  of  it — in  a  more  marked 
and  extensive  way  than  they  did  in  the  case  of  .Mississippi. 
The  »ubstance  of  the  provision  therein  made,  in  relation 
to  slaves,  was  : 

Firvt.  Thill  no  slave  should  be  imported  into  the  Ter- 
ritory from  foreign  parts. 

Stcond.  That  no  slave  should  be  carried  into  it  who 
had  been  imported  into  the  United  States  since  Uie  first 
day  of  .May,  1793. 

Third.  That  no  slave  shall  be  carried  into  it  except  by 
the  owner,  and  for  his  own  use  as  a  settler;  the  penally 
tu  all  the  cases  being  a  fine  upon  the  violator  of  tlie  law, 
and  freedom  to  the  slave. 

This  act  also  was  passed  without  yeas  and  nays.  In 
the  Congress  which  pa.«sed  it,  there  were  two  of  the 
"thirty-nme."  They  were  Abraham  Baldwin  and  Jona- 
tiian  Uaylon.  As  stated  In  Uie  case  of  Mississippi,  it  is 
probable  they  both  voted  for  it.  They  would  not  have 
allowed  It  to  pass  without  recording  their  opposition  to 
It,  If,  in  their  understanding,  it  violated  eiilier  the  line 
proper  dividing  local  from  federal  authority  or  any  pro- 
TisioD  of  the  Constitution. 

In  1S19-2J,  came  and  passed  the  Missouri  question. 
Many  votes  were  taken,  by  yeas  and  nays,  in  both 
branches  of  Congress,  upon  the  various  phases  of  the 
general  question.  Two  of  the  "  thirty-nine"— Kufus  King 
and  Charles  I'iuckney— were  members  of  that  Congress. 
Sir.  King  kteadily  voted  for  Slavery  prohibition  and 
B,;alnst  ail  compromises,  while  Mr.  Pinckney  as  sieailily 
Voted  ag  iinst  Shivery  proliibition  and  against  all  compro- 
mises, lly  this  .Mr.  King  showed  that,  in  his  understand- 
ing, no  line  dividing  local  from  federal  authority,  nor 
anything  in  the  Constitution,  was  violated  by  Congress 
prohibiting  Slavery  in  federal  territory  ;  while  Mr.  Pinck- 
ney, by  his  votes,  showed  that  in  his  understanding  there 
WAS  sulljcient  reason  for  opposing  such  prohibition  in 
that  case. 

The  cases  I  have  mentioned  are  the  only  acts  of  the 
•«  thirty-nine,"  or  of  any  of  thetn,  upon  tlie  direct  issue, 
which  I  have  been  able  to  discover. 

To  enumerate  the  persons  who  thus  acted,  as  being  four 
In  17S4,  three  in  1TS7,  seventeen  in  17s9,  three  in  179^, 
two  in  li04,  and  two  in  lsil9-20— there  would  be  thirty- 
one  of  them.  But  this  would  be  counting  John  Langdon, 
Roger  Sherman,  William  Few,  Kufus  King,  and  George 
Bead,  each  twice,  and  Abraham  Baldwin  four  times.  Tiie 
true  number  of  those  of  the  ■'  thirty-nine"  whom  I  have 
Shown  to  have  acted  upon  the  question,  which,  by  the 
text  they  understood  better  than  we,  is  twenty-three, 
leaving  sixteen  not  shown  to  have  acted  upon  it  in  any 
Way. 

Here,  then,  we  have  twenty-three  out  of  our  "  thlrty- 
Hine"  fathers  who  framed  the  Government  under  which 
we  live,  who  have,  upon  their  ofllicial  responsibility  and 
their  corporal  oathn,  acted  upon  the  very  qiie-ttion  which 
the  text  affirms  they  "  understood  just  as  well,  and  even 
better  than  we  do  now;"  and  tWenty-one  of  them — a 
clear  majority  of  the  whole  "  thirty-nine" — so  acting  up- 
on it  as  to  make  them  guilty  of  gross  political  impropriety, 
and  willful  perjury,  if,  in  their  understanding,  any  proper 
division  between  local  and  federal  authority,  or  anything 
in  the  Constitution  they  had  made  themselves,  anil  sworn 
to  support,  forbade  the  Federal  Government  to  control  as 
to  Slavery  in  the  federal  territories.  Thus  the  twenty- 
one  acted  ;  and,  as  actions  .speak  louder  than  words,  »o 
actions  under  such  responsibility  speak  still  louder. 

Two  of  the  twenty-three  voted  against  Congressional 
prohibition  of  Slavery  in  the  federal  Territoriei  in  the  in- 
stances in  which  they  acted  upon  the  question.  But  for 
what  reason  they  so  voted  is  not  known.  They  mav  have 
done  so  because  they  thought  a  proper  division  of  local 
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from  federal  authority,  or  some  provision  or  principle  of 
the  Constitution,  stood  in  the  way ;  or  they  may,  without 
any  such  question,  have  voted  against  the  prohibition,  on 
what  ajipeared  to  them  to  be  suthcient  giounds  of  expe- 
diency. No  one  who  has  sworn  to  support  the  Constitu- 
tion, can  conscientiously  vote  for  what  he  understands  to 
be  an  unconstitutional  measure,  however  expedient  he 
may  think  it;  but  one  may  and  ought  to  vote  against  u 
measure  which  he  deems  constitutional,  if,  at  the  sai.ie 
time,  he  deems  it  Inexpedient.  It,  therefore,  would  be 
unsafe  to  set  down  even  the  two  who  voted  against  the 
prohibition,  us  having  done  so  because,  in  their  under- 
standing, any  proper  division  of  local  from  feileriil  au- 
thority, or  anything  in  the  Constitution  forbade  the 
Federal  Goveiumeiit  to  control  as  to  Slavery  in  federal 
territory. 

The  remaining  sixteen  of  the  "  thirty-nine,"  so  far  as  I 
have  discovered,  have  left  no  record  of  their  understand- 
ing upon  the  direct  question  of  the  control  of  Slavery  in 
the  federal  territories.  Hut  there  is  much  reason  to  be- 
lieve that  their  understanding  upon  that  ((uestioti  would 
not  have  appeared  dilferent  from  that  of  their  twenty- 
three  compeers,  had  it  been  manifested  at  all. 

For  the  purpose  of  adhering  rigidly  to  the  text,  I  have 
purposely  omitted  whatever  understanding  may  have 
been  manifested,  by  any  person,  however  distinguished, 
other  than  the  thirty-nine  fathers  who  framed  the  original 
Constitution  ;  and,  for  the  same  reason,  1  have  also  omit- 
ted whatever  understanding  may  have  been  manifested 
by  any  of  the  "  thirty  nine"  even,  on  any  other  phase  of 
the  general  question  of  Slavery.  If  we  should  look  into 
their  acts  and  declarations  on  those  other  phases,  as  the 
foreign  slave-trade,  and  the  morality  and  policy  of 
Slavery  generally,  it  would  appear  to  us  that  on-  the  di- 
rect question  of  federal  control  of  Slavery  in  federal 
territories,  the  sixteen,  if  they  had  acted  at  all,  would 
probably  have  acted  just  as  the  twenty-three  did. 
Among  that  sixteen  were  several  of  the  most  noted  anti- 
slaveiy  men  of  those  times— as  Br.  Franklin,  .Mexander 
Hamilton,  and  Gouverneur  Morris — while  there  was  not 
one  now  known  to  have  been  otherwise,  unless  it  may  be 
John  Kutledge,  of  South  Carolina. 

The  sum  of  the  whole  is,  that  of  our  "  tlrrty-nine" 
fathers  who  framed  the  original  Constitution,  twenty- 
one — a  clear  majority  of  the  whole — certainly  undei-stood 
that  no  proper  division  of  local  from  federal  authority 
nor  any  part  of  the  Constitution,  forbade  the  Federal 
Government  to  control  Slavery  in  the  federal  teriitories, 
while  all  the  rest  probably  had  the  same  uinlerstaiiding. 
Such,  unquestionably,  was  the  understaiidiiig  of  our 
fathers  who  framed  the  original  Constitution  ;  and  the 
text  affirms  that  they  understood  the  question  better 
than  we. 

But,  so  far,  I  have  been  considering  the  understanding 
of  the  question  manifested  by  the  framers  of  the  original 
Constitution.  In  and  by  the  original  instrument,  a  mode 
was  provided  for  amending  it ;  and,  as  I  have  already 
stated,  the  present  frame  of  Government  under  whicli 
we  live  consists  of  that  original,  and  twelve  amendatory 
articles  framed  and  adojited  since.  Those  who  now  insist 
that  federal  control  of  Slavery  in  federal  territories  vio- 
lates the  Constitution,  point  us  to  the  provisions  which 
they  suppose  it  thus  violates  ;  and,  as  I  understand,  they 
all  fix  upon  provisions  in  these  amendatory  articles,  and. 
not  in  the  original  instrument.  The  Supreme  Court,  in 
the  Ured  Scott  ca.se,  plant  themselves  upon  the  fiftt) 
amendment,  which  provides  that  "  no  person  shall  be  de 
prived  of  property  without  due  process  of  law;"  wh!l« 
Senator  Douglas  and  his  peculiar  adherents  plant  them- 
selves upon  the  tenth  amendment,  providing  that  ■' tira 
powers  not  granted  by  the  Constitution,  are  reserved  to 
the  States  respectively,  and  to  the  people." 

Now,  it  so  happens  that  these  amendinent.s  were  framed 
b;  the  first  Congress  which  sat  under  tlw  Constitution— 
the  identical  Congress  whiob  passed  tlve  act  already  men- 
tioned, enforcing  the  prohibition  of  Slavery  in  the  north- 
western Territory.  Not  only  was  it  the  same  Congress,, 
but  they  were  the  identical,  same  individual  men,  who,, 
at  the  same  session,  and  at  the  same  time  within  the  ses- 
sion, had  under  consideration,  and  in  progress  toward 
maturity,  these  Constitutional  ameiidmenis,  and  this  act 
prohibiting  Slavery  in  all  the  Territory  the  nation  then 
owned.  The  Constitutional  amcndmeiiLs  were  introduced 
before,  and  passed  after  the  act  enforcing  the  Ordinance, 
of  's7  ;  so  that  during  the  whole  pendency  of  the  act  to 
enforce  the  ordinance,  the  Constitutional  amendments 
were  also  pending. 

That  Congress,  consisting  hi  all  of  i«venty»8lx  mem- 
bers. Including  sixteen  of  tl>e  framers  of  the  original  Con- 
stitution, as  before  stated,  were  preeminenily  our  fathers 
who  framed  that  pari  of  the  Government  under  wliich  we 
live,  which,  is  now  claimed  as  forbi'lditig  the  Federal 
Government  to  control  Slavery  in  the  Federal  Territories. 
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It  is  not  a  little  presumptuous  in  any  one  at  this  day  to 
aSlrra  that  the  two  tilings  wliich  tlial  Congress  deliber- 
ately framed,  and  carried  to  maturity  at  the  same  lime, 
are  absolutely  inconsistent  with  eacli  other  ?  And  does 
not  sucli  affirmation  become  impudently  al)surd  when 
coup'.ed  witli  the  other  affirmation,  from  the  same  mouth, 
that  those  who  did  the  two  things  alleged  to  be  inconsis- 
tent understood  whether  tliey  really  were  inconsistent 
better  than  we — belter  tliaa  he  who  affirms  that  Uiey  are 
inconsistent  ? 

It  is  surely  safe  to  assume  that  the  "  thirty-nine  " 
framers  of  tiie  original  Constitution,  and  the  seventy-six 
members  of  the  Congress  which  framed  the  amendments 
thereto,  taken  together,  do  certainly  include  those  who 
may  be  fairly  called  "  our  fathers  who  framed  the  Gov- 
srninent  under  which  we  live."  And  so  assuming,  I 
defy  any  man  tosliow  that  any  one  of  them  ever,  in  liis 
wliole  life,  declared  tliat,  in  Ins  understanding,  any 
proper  division  of  local  from  federal  authority,  or  any 
part  of  the  Constitution,  forbade  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment to  control  as  to  Slavery  in  the  federal  territories. 
I  go  a  step  furtlier.  I  defy  any  one  to  show  that  any 
living  man  in  tlie  whole  world  ever  did,  prior  to  the  be- 
ginning of  the  present  century  (and  I  might  almost  say 
prior  tu  the  beginning  ot  the  last  half  of  tlie  present  cen- 
tury) declare  that,  in  his  understanding,  any  proper 
division  of  local  from  federal  authority,  or  any  part  of 
the  Conslitutiuu,  forbade  the  Federal  Government  to 
control  as  to  Slavery  in  the  federal  territories.  To  those 
who  now  so  declare,  I  give,  not  only  "  our  fathers  who 
framed  the  Government  under  which  we  live."  but  with 
them  ail  otlier  living  men  within  the  century  in  which  it 
was  framed,  among  wliom  to  search,  and  they  shall  not  be 
able  to  find  the  evidence  of  a  single  man  agreeing  with 
them. 

Now,  and  here,  let  me  guard  a  little  against  being  mis- 
understood. I  do  not  mean  to  say  we  are  bound  to  lollow 
implicitly  in  whatever  our  fathers  did.  To  do  so,  would  be 
to  discard  all  the  lights  of  current  experience — to  reject 
all  progress — all  improvement.  What  1  do  say  is,  that  if 
we  Would  supplant  the  opinions  and  policy  of  our  fathers 
In  any  case,  we  should  do  so  upon  evidence  so  conclu^ive, 
and  argument  so  clear,  that  even  their  great  authority, 
fairly  considered  and  weigiied,  cannot  stand;  and  nio^t 
surely  not  in  a  case  whereof  we  ourselves  declare  they 
understood  the  question  better  than  we. 

If  any  man,  at  tills  day,  sincerely  believes  that  a 
proper  division  of  local  from  federal  iiuthorily,  or  any 
pan  of  the  Constitution,  forbids  the  ITederal  Goveriiineut 
to  control  as  to  Slavery  in  the  federal  territories,  he  is 
right  to  say  so,  and  to  enforce  his  position  by  all  truthful 
evidence  and  fair  argument  which  he  can.  But  he  has  no 
right  to  mislead  others,  who  have  less  access  to  history 
and  less  leisure  to  study  it,  into  tlie  false  belief  that  "  our 
fathers,  who  framed  tlie  Government  under  wliich  we 
live,"  were  of  the  same  opinion— thus  substituting  false- 
hood and  deception  for  trutliful  evidence  and  f.iir  argu- 
ment. If  any  man  at  ttiis  day  sincerely  believes  "our 
fathers,  who  framed  the  Government  under  wliicli  we 
live,"  used  and  applied  principles,  in  other  cases,  which 
ouglit  to  have  leil  them  to  understand  that  a  pmper 
division  of  local  from  federal  authority  orsome  part  oftlie 
Constitution,  forbids  the  federal  government  to  contml 
as  10  Slavery  in  the  Federal  Territories,  he  is  right  to  say 
so.  But  lie  should,  at  the  same  time,  brave  the  responsi- 
bility of  declaring  that,  in  his  opinion,  he  understands 
their  principles  better  than  tliey  did  themselves  ;  and 
especially  sliould  he  not  sliirli  that  responsibility  by  as- 
serting tliai  they  ''  understood  the  question  just  as  well, 
and  even  better,  tlian  we  do  now." 

But  enough.  Let  all  who  believe  that  "  our  fathers, 
who  framed  the  Government  under  wliich  we  live,  under- 
Stood  the  question  just  as  well,  and  even  lietter,  than  we 
do  now,''  speak  as  they  spoke,  and  act  as  they  acted  upon 
it.  This  is  all  Republicans  ask — all  U'^publicaiis  liesire — 
in  relation  to  Slavery.  As  tliose  fathers  marked  it.  so  let 
it  be  again  marked,  as  an  evil  not  to  be  extended,  but  to  be 
tfjlerated  and  protected  only  because  of  and  so  far  as  its 
actual  presence  among  us  makes  that  Toleration  and  pro- 
tection a  necessity.  Ll-1  all  the  guaranties  those  fatliers 
gave  it,  be  not  grudgingly,  but  fully  and  fairly,  main- 
tained. For  this  Kei)ublicaiis  conteiid,  and  with  litis,  so 
far  as  I  know  or  believe,  tiiey  w.ll  be  content. 

And  now,  if  they  would  listen,  as  I  suppose  they  will 
Dot,  I  would  address  a  few  words  to  the  southern  peo- 
ple. 

I  would  say  to  them :  You  consider  yourselves  a  reason- 
able and  a  just  people ;  and  I  consider  that  in  the  general 
qualities  of  reason  and  justice  you  are  not  inferior  to  any 
other  people.  Still,  when  you  speak  of  us  Republicans, 
you  do  so  only  to  denounce  us  as  reptiles,  or,  at  the  best, 
as  no  better  than  outlaws.  You  will  grant  a  hearing  to 
pirates  or  mur'ierers,  but  notliing  like  it  to  "  Black  Bepub- 


licans."  In  all  your  contentions  ivith  one  another,  each 
of  you  deems  an  unconditional  condemnation  of  "Black 
Kepublicanisin"  as  the  first  thing  to  be  attended  to.  In- 
deed such  condemnation  of  us  seems  to  be  an  indispensa- 
ble prerequisite — license,  so  to  speak,  among  you  to  be  ad- 
mitted or  permitted  to  speak  at  aU. 

Now,  can  .vou,  or  not,  be  prevailed  upon  to  pause  and  to 
consider  whether  tliis  is  quite  just  to  us,  or  even  to  your- 
selves? 

Bring  forward  your  charges  and  specifications,  and  then 
be  patient  long  enough  to  hear  us  deny  or  justify. 

You  say  we  are  sectional.  We  deny  it.  Thai  makes  an 
issue :  and  the  burden  of  proof  is  upon  you.  You  pro- 
duce your  proof;  and  what  is  it?  Why,  that  our  party 
has  no  existence  in  your  seotion — gets  no  votes  in  your 
section.  The  fact  is  substantially  true  ;  but  does  it  prove 
the  issue?  If  it  does,  then  in  case  we  should,  without 
change  of  principle,  begin  to  get  votes  in  your  section,  we 
should  thereby  cease  to  be  sectional.  You  cannot  escape 
this  conclusion;  and  yet,  are  you  willing  to  abide  by  it? 
If  you  are,  you  will  probably  soon  find  that  we  have 
ceased  to  be  sectional,  for  we  shall  get  votes  in  your  sec- 
tion tliis  very  year.  You  will  then  begin  to  discover,  as 
the  truth  plainly  is,  that  your  proof  does  not  touch  the 
Lssue.  The  fact  that  we  get  no  votes  in  your  section  is  a 
fact  of  your  making,  and  not  of  ours.  And  if  there  be 
fault  in  that  fact,  that  fault  is  primarily  yours,  and  re- 
mains so  until  you  show  that  we  repel  you  by  some  wrong 
principle  or  practice.  If  we  do  repel  you  by  any  wrong 
princijile  or  practice,  the  fault  is  ours  ;  but  this  brings  yon 
to  where  you  ouglit  to  have  started — to  a  discussion  of  the 
right  or  wrong  of  our  principle.  If  our  principle,  put  in 
practice,  would  wrong  your  section  for  the  benefit  of  ours, 
or  for  any  other  object,  then  our  principle,  and  we  with  it, 
are  sectional,  and  are  justly  opposed  and  denounced  as 
such.  Meet  us,  then,  on  the  question  of  whether  our  prin- 
ciple, put  in  practice,  would  wrong  your  section ;  and  so 
meet  it  as  if  it  were  possible  that  something  may  be  said 
on  our  side.  Do  you  accept  the  challenge  ?  No  ?  Then 
you  really  believe  that  the  principle  which  our  fathers  who 
framed  the  Government  under  which  we  live  thought  so 
clearly  right  as  to  adopt  it,  and  indorse  it  agtiin  and 
again,  upon  their  official  oaths,  is,  in  fact,  so  clearly 
wrong  as  to  demand  your  condemnation  without  a  mo- 
ment's consideration. 

Some  of  you  delight  to  flaunt  in  our  faces  the  warning 
against  sectional  parlies  given  by  Washington  in  his 
Farewell  Address.  Less  than  eight  years  before  Wash- 
ington gave  that  warning  he  had,  as  President  of  the 
United  States,  approved  and  signed  an  act  of  Congress  en- 
forcing the  proliioition  of  Slavery  in  the  northwestern  Terri- 
tory, which  act  embodied  the  policy  of  the  Government 
upon  that  subject,  up  to  and  at  the  very  moment  he 
penned  that  warning;  and  about  one  year  alter  he  penned 
it  he  wrote  Lafayette,  that  he  considered  tliat  prohibition 
a  wise  measure,  expressing  in  the  same  connection  bis 
hope  that  we  sliould  sometitue  have  a  confederacy  of  free 
States. 

Bearing  this  in  mind,  and  seeing  tliat  sectionalism  has 
since  arisen  upon  this  same  subject,  is  that  warning  a 
weapon  in  your  hands  against  us,  or,  in  our  hands,  against 
you?  Could  ^\'asllillgton  himself  speak,  would  he  cast  the 
blame  of  that  sectionalism  upon  us,  who  sustain  his  policy, 
or  upon  you,  who  repudiate  it?  We  respect  that  warninjf 
of  Washington,  and  we  commend  it  to  you,  together  with 
his  example  pointing  to  the  right  application  of  it. 

But  you  say  you  are  conservative — eminently  conserva- 
tive—while we  are  revolutionary,  destructive,  or  some- 
thing of  the  sort.  What  is  conservatism?  Is  it  not  ad- 
herence to  the  old  and  tried,  against  the  new  and  untried? 
We  stick  to,  contend  for,  the  identical  old  policy  on  the 
point  in  controversy  which  was  adoiJted  by  our  fathera 
who  framed  the  Government  under  which  we  live  ;  while 
you,  with  one  accord,  reject,  and  scout,  and  spit  upon  that 
old  policy,  and  insist  upon  substituting  something  new. 
True,  you  disagree  among  yourselves  as  to  what  that  sub- 
stitute shall  be.  You  have  considerable  variety  of  new 
propositions  and  [dans,  but  you  are  unanimous  in  rejecting 
and  denouncing  the  old  policy  of  the  fathers.  Some  of 
you  are  for  reviving  the  foreign  slave-trade ;  some  for  a  con- 
gressional slave-code  for  the  Territories;  some  for  Con- 
gress forbidding  the  Territories  to  prohibit  Slavery  within 
their  limits ;  some  for  maintaining  Slavery  in  the  Territo- 
ries through  the  judiciary  ;  some  for  the  "  gur-reat  pur-rin- 
ciple"  that  "  if  one  man  would  enslave  another,  no  third 
person  should  oliject,"  fantastically  called  "  Popular  So- 
vereignty ;"  but  never  a  man  among  you  in  favor  of  fede- 
ral prohil)ition  of  Slavery  in  Federal  Territories,  according 
to  the  practice  of  our  fathers  who  framed  the  Government 
under  which  we  live.  Not  one  of  all  your  various  plans 
can  show  a  precedent  or  an  advocate  in  tl;-;  century  with- 
in which  our  Government  originated.  Consider,  then, 
whether  your  claim  of  conservatism  for  yourselves,  and 
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your  charge  of  destructivenoss  apaiiist  lu,  are  based  on 
the  must  cl<:ar  and  i^tiilile  fuuiiilalions. 

Again,  you  say  we  have  made  the  Slavery  question 
more  prominent  than  it  formerly  was.  Wo  deny  it.  We 
admit  that  it  is  more  prominent,  hut  we  deny  that  we 
made  it  so.  It  was  not  we,  hut  you,  who  discarded  the 
old  policy  of  the  fathe  ».  We  resisted,  and  still  resist, 
your  innovation  ;  and  thence  conies  the  frreater  jiruuii- 
nence  of  the  question.  Woulil  you  have  that  question  re- 
duced to  its  former  proportions?  Uo  back  to  that  old 
policy.  What  has  been  will  be  again,  under  the  same 
conditions.  If  you  would  have  the  peace  of  the  old 
times,  re-adopt  the  precepts  and  policy  of  the  old  times. 
You  charge  that  we  stir  up  insuirections  among  your 
slaves.  We  deny  it  ;  and  what  is  your  proof  ?  Harper's 
Ferry  !  John  Ihown  !  .lohn  lirown  was  no  Kepuhllcan  ; 
and  you  have  failed  to  implicate  a  single  Kepuhlican  in 
his  Harper's  Ferry  enterprise.  If  any  member  of  our 
party  is  guilty  in  that  mailer,  you  know  it,  or  you  do  not 
know  it.  If  you  do  know  it,  you  are  inexcusable  to  not 
designate  the  man,  and  prove  the  fact.  Ifyoudonot 
know  it,  you  are  inexcusable  to  assert  it,  and  especially 
to  persist  in  the  assertion  after  you  have  tiled  and  failed 
to  make  the  proof.  Y.  u  need  not  be  told  that  persisting 
iu  a  charge  which  one  does  not  know  to  be  true,  is  sim- 
ply a  malicious  slander. 

Some  of  you  admit  that  no  Uepublican  designedly 
aided  or  encouraged  the  Harper's  Ferry  alfair  ;  but  stiil 
insist  that  our  doctrines  and  declarations  necessarily 
lead  to  such  results.  We  do  not  believe  it.  We  know 
we  hold  to  no  doctrine,  and  make  no  declarations,  which 
were  not  held  to  and  made  by  our  fathers  who  framed 
the  Government  umler  which  we  live.  You  never  dealt 
fairly  by  us  in  relation  to  this  alTair.  When  it  occurred, 
some  important  s>tate  elections  were  near  at  hand,  and 
you  were  in  evident  glee  with  the  belief  tliat,  by  charg- 
ing the  blame  upon  us,  you  could  get  an  advantage  of  us 
in  those  elections.  The  elections  came,  and  your  e.\- 
pectatinns  were  not  quite  fulfilled.  Kvery  Kepuhlican 
man  knew  that,  as  to  himself  at  least,  your  charge  was  a 
Slander,  and  he  was  not  much  inclined  by  it  to  cast  his 
vote  :n  your  favor.  Kepuhlican  doctrines  and  declara- 
tions are  accompanied  with  a  continual  protest  against 
any  interference  whatever  with  your  slaves,  or  with  you 
about  your  slaves.  Surely,  this  does  not  encourage  them 
to  revolt.  True,  we  do,  in  commotf  with  our  fathei-s,  who 
framed  the  Ciovernment  under  which  we  live,  declare 
our  belief  that  Slavery  is  wrong  ;  but  the  slaves  do  not 
hear  us  declare  even  this.  For  anything  we  say  or  do, 
the  slaves  would  scarcely  know  there  is  a  Kepuhlican 
party.  I  believe  they  \rould  not,  in  fact,  generally  know 
it  but  for  your  misrepresentations  of  us,  in  their  heai  ing. 
In  your  political  contests  among  yourselves,  each  fac- 
tion charges  the  other  with  sympathy  with  Black  Ite- 
publicanism  ;  and  then,  to  give  point  to  the  cha  ge, 
defines  lilack  Uepublicanism  to  simply  be  insurrection, 
blood  and  thunder  among  tlie  slaves. 

Slave  insurrections  are  no  more  common  now  than 
they  Were  before  the  Kepuhlican  party  was  organized. 
What  induced  the  Southampton  insurrection,  twenty- 
eight  years  ago,  in  which,  at  least,  three  times  as  many 
lives  were  lost  as  at  Harper's  Feny  ?  You  can  scarcely 
stretch  your  very  elastic  fancy  to  the  conclusion  that 
Eouihaniptun  was  got  up  by  Klack  Hepublicanism.  In 
the  present  state  of  things  in  the  United  States,  I  do  not 
ttiink  a  general,  or  even  a  \evy  extensive  slave  insurrec- 
tion, is  possible.  The  indispensable  concert  of  action 
cannot  be  attained.  The  slaves  have  no  means  of  rapid 
communication;  nor  can  incendiary  free  men,  black  or 
white,  supply  it.  The  explosive  materials  are  every- 
where in  parcels  ;  but  there  neither  are,  nor  can  be  sup- 
plied, the  indispensable  connecting  trains. 

Much  is  said  by  Southern  people  about  the  affection  of 
slaves  for  their  masters  and  mistresses  ;  and  a  part  of  it, 
at  least,  is  true.  A  i)lot  for  an  ujirising  could  scarcely  be 
devised  and  communicated  to  twenty  indiviiluals  before 
some  one  of  them,  to  save  the  life  of  a  favorite  master  or 
mistress,  would  divulge  it.  This  is  the  rule ;  and  the 
slave-revolution  in  Hayli  was  not  an  exception  to  it,  but  a 
case  occurring  under  I'eculiar  circumstances.  The  gun- 
powder plot  of  British  history,  though  not  connected  with 
slaves,  was  more  in  point.  In  that  case,  only  aliout  twenty 
were  admitte<l  to  the  secret ;  anil  yet  one  of  them,  in  his 
anxiety  to  save  a  friend,  betrayed  the  plot  to  that  friend, 
and,  by  consequence,  averted  the  calanuty.  <Jcc:u«ional 
poisonings  from  the  kitchen,  and  open  or  stealthy  assa,ssi- 
nations  in  the  field,  and  local  revolts  extending  to  a  score 
or  so,  will  continue  to  occur  as  the  natural  results  of  Sla- 
verj- ;  but  no  general  insurrection  of  slaves,  as  I  think,  can 
happen  in  this  country  for  a  long  time.  Whoever  much 
fears,  or  much  hopes,  for  such  au  event,  will  be  alike  dis- 
appointed. 
It  the  language  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  uttered  many  years 


ago,  "  it  is  still  in  our  power  to  direct  the  process  of  eman- 
cipation, and  deportiitlon,  Jieaceably,  and  in  such  slow 
degrees,  as  that  the  evil  will  wear  olf  insensibly  ;  and  their 
places  be,  piri  piiMtiti,  tilled  up  by  free  white  laborers. 
If,  on  the  contrary.  It  is  left  to  force  itself  on,  human  na- 
ture must  shudder  at  the  prospect  held  up." 

Mr.  JelTerscin  did  not  mean  to  say,  nor  do  I,  that  the 
power  of  emancipation  is  in  the  Federal  (lovernment.  lie 
spoke  of  Virginia  ;  and,  as  to  the  power  of  emancipation, 
I  speak  of  tlie  slaveholiling  States  only. 

The  Federal  (.ioverninent,  however,  as  we  Insist,  has  the 
power  of  restraining  the  extension  of  the  institution — the 
power  to  insure  that  a  slave  insurrection  shall  never  occur 
on  any  American  soil  which  is  now  free  from  Slavery. 

Ji>hn  Brown's  effort  was  peculiar.  It  was  not  a  slave  In- 
surrection. It  was  an  attempt  by  white  ineu  to  get  up  a 
revolt  among  slaves,  in  which  the  slaves  refused  tojiartici- 
pate.  In  fact,  it  was  so  absurd  that  the  slaves,  with  uU 
their  ignorance,  saw  plainly  enough  it  could  not  succeed. 
That  allair,  in  its  philosoiihy,  corresponds  with  many  ul- 
temjits  related  in  history,  at  the  assassination  of  Kings  and 
Kuiperors.  An  enthusiast  liroods  over  the  oijpressiou  of  a 
peo|)le  till  he  fancies  himself  commis.-i"ned  by  Heaven  to 
liberate  them.  He  ventures  the  attcmjit,  which  ends  iu 
little  else  than  in  his  own  execution.  Orsiiii's  attemiit  on 
Louis  Napoleon,  and  John  Brown's  attempt  at  Harper's 
F'erry,  were,  in  their  i>liilosophy,  jirecisely  the  same.  The 
eagerness  to  cast  blame  on  old  .  Kngland  in  the  one  case, 
and  on  New  England  in  the  other,  docs  not  disprove  the 
sameness  of  the  two  things. 

-Vnd  how  much  would  it  avail  you,  if  you  could,  by  the 
use  of  John  Brown,  Helper's  book,  and  the  like,  break  up 
the  Kepuhlican  organization'?  Human  action  can  be  mod- 
ified to  some  extent,  but  human  nature  cannot  be  changed. 
There  is  a  judgment  and  a  feeling  against  Slavery  in  this 
nation,  which  ca.«t  at  least  a  million  and  a  half  of  votes. 
You  cannot  destroy  that  judgment  and  feeling — that  sen- 
timent— by  breaking  up  the  political  organization  which 
rallies  around  it.  You  can  scarcely  scatter  and  disperse 
an  army  which  has  been  formed  into  order  in  the  face  of 
your  heaviest  hre,  but  if  you  could,  how  much  would  you 
gain  by  forcing  the  sentiment  which  created  it  out  of  the 
lieaceful  channel  of  the  ballot  box,  into  some  other  chan- 
nel '/  What  would  that  other  channel  probably  be  'i  Would 
the  number  of  John  Browns  be  lessened  or  enlarged  by  the 
operation  'i 

But  you  will  break  up  the  Union  rather  than  submit  to  a 
denial  of  your  constitutional  rights. 

That  has  a  somewhat  reckless  sound;  but  it  would  be 
palliated,  if  not  fully  justilied,  were  we  jiroposing,  by  the 
mere  force  of  immbers,  to  deprive  you  of  some  right, 
plainly  written  down  in  the  Constitution.  But  we  are  pro- 
posing no  such  thing. 

When  you  make  these  declarations,  you  have  a  specific 
and  well-understood  allusion  to  an  assumed  constitutional 
right  of  yours,  to  take  slaves  info  the  federal  territories, 
and  to  hold  them  there  as  property.  But  no  such  right  is 
specifically  written  in  the  Constitution.  That  instrument 
is  literally  silent  about  any  such  right.  We,  on  the  con- 
trary, deny  that  such  a  right  has  any  existence  In  the  Con- 
stitution, even  by  implication. 

Your  purpose,  then,  plainly  stated,  is,  that  you  will 
destroy  the  liovernment,  unless  you  be  allowed  to  con- 
st ue  and  enforce  the  Constitution  as  you  please,  on  all 
points  in  dispute  between  you  and  us.  You  will  rule  or 
ruin  in  all  events. 

This,  plainly  stated,  is  your  language  to  us.  Perhaps 
you  will  say  the  Supreme  Court  has  decided  the  disputed 
Constitutional  question  in  your  favor.  Not  quite  so. 
But  waiving  the  lawyer's  dislinclion  between  lUvtiim  and 
dec'sion,  the  Courts  have  decided  the  question  for  you 
in  a  sort  of  way.  The  Courts  have  substantially  said,  it 
is  your  Consiitutionnl  light  to  take  slaves  into  the 
federal  territories,  and  to  hold  them  there  as  prope  ty. 

When  I  say  the  decison  was  made  in  a  sort  of  way,  ". 
mean  it  was  made  in  a  d.vided  Court  by  a  bare  maJTrily 
of  the  Judges,  and  the.v  not  quite  agieeing  with  one 
another  in  th^reasons  for  making  it ;  that  ii  is  so  made 
as  that  its  avowed  supporters  disagree  with  one  another 
al)out  its  meaning,  and  that  it  was  mainly  based  upon  a 
mist  .ken  statement  of  fact — the  statement  in  the  opinion 
that  "the  right  of  property  in  a  slave  is  distinctly  and 
expre.'sly  afiirmed  in  the  Con-iiitution." 

An  inspection  of  the  Constitution  will  show  that  the 
right  of  property  in  a  slave  is  not  distinctly  and  expressly 
affirmed  in  it.  Bear  in  mind  the  Judges  do  not  pledge 
their  judicial  opinion  that  such  is  right  is  impliedly  af- 
firmed in  the  Const. tulion  ;  but  they  pledge  their  veiacity 
that  it  is  distinctly  and  expressly  affirined  the  e—"  dis- 
tinctly," that  is,  not  mingled  with  anything  else— "  ex- 
pressly," that  is,  in  wo  ds  meaning  just  that,  without  the 
aid  of  any  inference,  and  susceptible  of  no  other  meaning. 
If  they  had  only  pledged  their  Judicial  opinion  thai 
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such  ri^;ht  is  affirmed  in  the  insti-ument  by  implication, 
it  would  be  open  to  others  to  show  that  neither  the  word 
"slave"  nor  "  Slavery"  is  to  be  found  in  the  Constitu- 
tion, nor  the  word  ''property"  even,  in  any  connection 
with  the  language  alluding  to  the  things  slave,  or  Slavery, 
and  that  wherever  in  that  instrument  the  slave  is  alluded 
to,  he  is  called  a  "  person  ;"  and  wherever  hi3  master's 
legal  right  in  relation  to  him  is  alluded  to,  it  is  spoken  of 
as  "service  or  labor  due,"  as  a  "debt"  payable  in 
service  or  labor.  Also,  it  would  be  open  to  show,  by 
contemporaneous  history,  that  this  mode  of  alluding  to 
slaves  and  Slavery,  instead  of  speaking  of  them,  was  em- 
ployed on  purpose  to  exclude  from  the  Constitution  the 
idea  that  there  could  be  property  in  man. 

To  show  all  this  is  easy  and  certain. 

"When  this  obvious  mistake  of  the  Judges  shall  be 
brouglit  to  their  notice,  it  is  not  reasonable  to  expect 
that  they  will  withdraw  the  mistaken  statement,  and 
reconsider  the  conclusion  based  upon  it? 

And  then  it  is  to  be  remembered  that  •'  our  fathers,  who 
framed  the  Government  under  which  we  live" — the  men 
who  made  the  Constitution —decided  this  same  Constitu- 
tional question  in  our  favor,  long  ago  — decided  it  without 
a  division  among  themselves,  when  making  the  decision ; 
without  division  among  themselves  about  the  meaning 
of  it  after  it  was  made,  and  so  far  as  any  evidence  is 
left,  without  basing  it  upon  any  mistaken  statement  of 
facts. 

Under  all  these  circumstances,  do  you  really  feel 
yourselves  justified  to  break  up  this  Government,  un- 
less such  a  court  decision  as  yours  is  shall  be  at  once 
submitted  to  as  a  conclusive  and  final  rule  of  political 
action  ? 

But  you  will  not  abide  the  election  of  a  Republican 
President.  In  that  supposed  event,  you  say,  you  will 
destroy  the  Union  ;  and  then,  you  say,  the  great  crime  of 
having  destroyed  it  will  be  upon  us  ? 

That  is  cool.  A  highwayman  holds  a  pistol  to  my  ear, 
and  mutters  through  his  teeth,  "  stand  and  deliver,  or  I 
shall  kill  you,  and  then  you  will  be  a  murderer  !" 

To  be  sure,  what  the  robber  demanded  of  me — my 
money — was  my  own  ;  and  I  had  a  clear  right  to  keep 
it ;  but  it  was  no  more  my  own  than  my  vote  is  my  own  ; 
and  the  threat  of  death  to  me  to  extort  my  money,  and 
the  threat  of  destruction  to  the  Union,  to  extort  my 
vote,  can  scarcely  be  distinguished  in  principle. 

A  feiv  words  now  to  Republicans.  It  is  exceedingly 
desirable  that  all  parts  of  this  great  Confederacy  sliali 
be  at  peace,  and  in  harmony,  one  with  another.  Let  us 
Republicans  do  our  part  to  have  it  so.  Even  though 
much  provoked,  let  us  do  nothing  through  passion  and 
ill  temper.  Even  though  the  southern  people  will  not  so 
much  as  listen  to  us,  let  us  calmly  consider  their 
demands,  and  yield  to  them  if,  in  our  deliberate  view  of 
our  duty,  we  possibly  can.  Judging  by  all  they  sa.v  and 
do,  and  by  the  subject  and  nature  of  their  controversy 
with  us,  let  us  determine,  if  we  can,  what  will  satisfy  theui? 

Will  ihey  be  satistied  if  the  Territories  be  uticonditioii- 
ally  surrendered  to  them?  We  know  they  will  not.  In 
all  their  present  complaints  against  u.«,  the  Territories  are 
scarcely  mentioned.  Invasions  and  insurrections  are  the 
ragB  now.  AVill  it  satisfy  them  if,  in  the  future,  we  have 
nothing  to  do  with  invasions  and  insurrections?  We 
know  it  will  not.  We  so  know  because  we  know  we  never 
had  anything  to  do  with  invasions  and  insurrections  ; 
and  yet  tliis  total  abstaining  does  not  exempt  us  from  the 
charge  and  the  denunciation. 

The  question  recurs,  what  will  satisfy  them  ?  Simply 
this:  We  must  not  only  let  thein  alone,  but  we  must, 
somehow,  convince  them  that  we  do  let  them  alone.  This, 
we  know  by  experience,  is  no  easy  task.  We  have  been 
so  trying  to  convince  them,  from  the  very  beginning  of 
our  organization,  but  with  no  success.  In  all  our  jilat- 
forms  and  speeches  we  have  constantly  protested  our  pur- 
pose to  let  them  alone;  but  this  has  had  no  tendency  to 
convince  them.  Alike  uuavaUing  to  convince  them  is 
the  fact  that  they  have  never  dete&t-ed  a  maa  of  ua  in 
any  attemj>t  to  disturb  theiu.  « 


These  natural,  and  apparently  adequate  means  all  fail- 
ing, wliat  will  convince  them?  This,  and  this  only: 
cease  to  call  Slavery  wrong,  and  join  them  in  calling  it 
rifjlit.  And  this  must  lie  uo.ie  thoroughly — done  in  ao<-v 
as  well  n,s  in  wordii.  Silence  will  not  be  tolerated — we 
must  pla<;e  ourselves  avowedly  with  tliem.  Douglas's 
new  sedition  law  must  be  enacted  and  enforced,  suppress- 
ing all  declarations  that  Slavery  is  wrong,  whether  made 
in  politics,  in  presses,  in  pulpits,  or  in  private.  We  must 
arrest  ami  return  their  fugitive  slaves  with  greedy 
pleasure.  We  must  pull  down  our  Kree  State  constitutions. 
The  whole  atmosptiere  must  he  disintected  from  all  tunc 
of  opposition  to  Slavery,  before  they  will  cease  to  believe 
that  all  their  troubles  proceed  from  us. 

I  am  quite  tiware  they  do  not  state  their  case  precisely 
in  this  way.  Most  of- them  would  probably  say  to  us, 
"  Let  us  alone,  do  nothing  to  us,  and  say  wliat  you  please 
about  Slavery."  But  we  do  let  thein  alone — have  never 
disturbed  them — so  that,  after  all,  it  is  what  we  say, 
wliich  dissatisfies  them.  They  will  continue  to  accuse  us 
of  doing,  until  we  cease  saying. 

I  am  also  aware  they  have  not,  as  yet,  in  terms, 
demanded  the  overthrow  of  our  Free  State  Constitutions. 
Yet  those  constitutions  declare  the  wrong  of  Sltivery, 
with  more  solemn  emphasis,  than  do  all  other  sayings 
against  it;  and  when  all  these  other  sayings  shall  have 
been  silenced,  the  overthrow  of  these  constitutions  will 
be  demanded,  and  nothing  be  left  to  resist  the  demand. 
It  is  nothing  to  the  contrary,  that  they  do  not  demand  the 
whole  of  this  just  now.  Uemanding  what  they  do,  and 
for  the  reason  they  do,  they  can  voluntarily  stop  nowhere 
short  of  this  consummation.  Holding,  as  they  do,  that 
Slavery  is  morally  right,  and  socially  elevating,  they  can- 
not cease  to  demand  a  full  national  recognition  ol  it,  ai 
a  legal  right,  and  a  social  blessing. 

Nor  can  we  justifiably  withhold  this,  on  any  ground 
save  our  conviction  that  Slavery  is  wrong.  If  Slavery  is 
right,  all  words,  acts,  laws,  and  constitutions  against  it, 
are  themselves  wrong,  and  should  be  silenced,  and  swept 
away.  If  it  is  right,  we  cannot  justly  object  to  its  nation- 
ality— its  universality;  if  it  is  wrong,  they  cannot  justly 
insist  upon  its  extension — its  enlargement.  All  they  ask, 
we  could  readily  grant,  if  we  thought  Slavery  right ;  all 
we  ask,  they  couhl  as  readily  grant,  if  they  thought  it 
wrong.  Their  thinking  it  right,  and  our  thinking  it 
wrong,  is  the  precise  fact  upon  which  depends  the  wtiole 
controversy.  Thinking  it  right,  as  they  do,  they  are  not 
to  blame  for  desiring  its  full  recognition,  as  being  right; 
but,  thinking  it  wrong,  as  we  do,  can  we  yield  to  them? 
Can  we  cast  our  votes  with  their  view,  and  against  our 
own  ?  In  view  of  our  moral,  social,  and  political  respon- 
sibilities, can  we  do  this? 

Wrong  as  we  think  Slavery  is,  we  can  yet  afford  to  let 
it  alone  where  it  is,  because  that  much  is  due  to  the 
necessity  arising  from  its  actual  presence  in  the  nation  ; 
but  can  we,  wliile  our  votes  will  prevent  it,  allow  it  to 
si)read  into  the  National  Territories,  and  to  overrun  us 
here  in  these  Free  States  ? 

If  our  sense  of  duty  forbids  this,  then  let  us  stand  by 
our  duty,  fearlessly  and  elfeclively.  Let  us  be  diverted  by 
none  of  those  sophistical  contrivances  wherewith  we  are 
so  industriously  plied  and  belabored — contrivances  such 
as  groping  for  some  middle  ground  between  the  right  and 
the  wrong,  vain  as  the  search  for  a  man  who  should  ba 
neither  a  living  man  nor  a  dead  man — such  as  a  policy 
of  "  don't  care"  on  a  <iuestion  about  which  all  true  men 
do  care — such  as  Union  appeals  beseeching  true  Union 
men  to  yield  to  Disunionists,  reversing  the  divine  rule, 
and  calling,  not  the  sinners,  but  the  righteous  to  repent- 
ance— such  as  invocations  to  Washington,  imploring  men 
to  unsay  what  Washington  said,  and  undo  what  Washing- 
ton did. 

Neither  let  us  be  slandered  from  our  duty  by  false 
accusations  against  us,  nor  frightened  from  it  by  menaces 
of  destruction  to  the  C-overument,  nor  of  dungeons  to 
ourselves.  I^et  us  have  'aith  that  right  makes  might,  and 
in  that  faith,  let  us,  to  'he  end,  dare  to  do  our  duty,  as 
we  understand  it. 
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SPEECH  AT  FRANKFORT,   KY. 


Thk  Hox.  Jons  C.  Breckinridge  delivered 
the  following  speecli  on  the  general  political 
topics  of  tlie  day  before  the  Legislature  of  Ken- 
tucky at  Franklort  in  Dec.  1859.  Mr.  Breckin- 
ridge had  been  recently  elected  to  the  United 
States  Senate,  by  the  Kentucky  Legislature  ; 
and  afier  returning  his  thanks  ibr  the  distin- 
guished honor,  and  promising  to  serve  the  State 
10  the  best  of  his  ability,  he  continued  as 
follows : 

The  election  took  place  on  Monday.  The  day  before 
1  received  a  letter  signed  by  a  number  of  gettlemen  in 
the  Legislature,  asking  my  opinion  in  reference  to  the 
Dbed  Scott  decision,  in  reference  to  Territorial  Sover- 
eignty, and  the  power  of  Congress  to  protect  the  property 
of  citizens  within  the  Territories.  I  received  tliat  letter 
with  profound  respect,  and  only  regret  it  did  not  come 
to  my  hands  in  time,  that  1  might  answer  it  before  tlie 
election.  Hut  yet  I  am  glad  that  I  could  not  answer  it 
before  that  day",  for  your  choice  is  a  sort  of  indorsement 
of  my  soundness  upon  those  questions.  I  confess  I  was 
somewhat  gratified  that  the  election  took  place  before 
I  had  tliose  questions  to  answer.  It  was  utterly  impossi- 
ble for  me  to  have  returned  an  answer  before  the  time 
fixed  by  your  law  for  the  election,  but,  I  never  intended 
to  fail  in  this  answer.  1  never  should  have  failed.  Had 
it  been  one  who  signed  it,  instead  of  twenty,  the  result 
would  have  lieen  precisely  the  same. 

Besides  this,  it  would  have  been  of  but  little  conse- 
quence, be  the  answer  before  or  after.  I  belong  to  that 
school  of  politics  that  believes  in  instruction,  and  when- 
ever I  am  not  ready  to  receive  the  instructions  of  the 
fctate,  I  stand  ready'to  give  back  the  trust  confided  in 
my  hands. 

THE    DRED    SCOTT    DECISION. 

Gentlemen,  I  bow  to  the  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court 
of  the  United  States  upon  every  question  within  its 
proper  jurisdiction,  whether  it  corresponds  with  my  pri- 
vate opinion  or  not;  only,  I  bow  a  trifle  lower  when  it 
happens  to  do  so,  as  the  decision  in  the  Dred  Scott  case 
does.  I  approve  it  in  all  its  parts  as  a  sound  e-xposition 
of  the  law  and  constitutional  rights  of  the  States,  and 
citizens  that  inhabit  them,  (.\pplause  )  It  may  not  be 
improper  for  me  here  to  add  that  so  great  an  in',  erest  did 
1  take  in  that  decision,  and  in  its  principles  being  sus- 
tained and  understood  in  the  comraonwealtli  of  Ken- 
tucky, that  I  took  the  trouble,  at  my  own  cost,  to  print 
or  have  printed  a  large  edition  of  that  decision  to  scat- 
ter it  over  the  Slate,  and  unless  the  mails  have  miscar- 
ried, the;e  is  scarcely  a  member  elected  to  the  Legisla- 
ture who  ha.s  not  received  a  copy  with  my  frank. 

To  approve  the  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  in  the 
Dred  Scott  case  would  seem  to  settle  the  whole  question 
of  Territorial  Sovereignly,  as  I  think  will  presently  ap- 
pear ;  but,  in  order  that  no  one  may  misunderstand 
my  views  on  that  question,  I  will,  with  your  leave,  de- 
tain you  with  a  brief  review  of  what  was  done  as  to  the 
Slavery  question  up  to  the  time  of  that  decision,  refer- 
ring alio  lo  the  duties  imposed  by  it. 

THE    MISSOURI     LINE. 

I  was  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  when  that 
Missouri  line  was  repealed.  1  never  would  have  voted  for 
any  bill  or;.:anizing  the  Territory  of  Kansiis  as  long  as  that 
odious  stigma  upon  our  institutions  remained  upon  the 
statute-book.  I  voted  cheerfully  for  its  repeal,  and  in  do- 
ing that  I  cast  no  reflection  upon  the  wise  patriots  who 
acquiesced  in  it  at  the  time  it  was  established.     It  was  re- 


pealed, and  we  passed  the  act  known  as  the  Kansas-Ne- 
braska bill.     The  Abolition,  or  quaxi  Abolition  party  of 
the  United  States  were  constantly  contending  that  it  waa 
the  right  of  Congress  to  prohibit  Slavery  in  the  common 
Territories  of  the  Union.     The  Democratic  party,  aided  by 
most  of  the  gentlemen  from   the  South,  took  the  opposite 
view  of  the  case.     Our  object  was,  if  possible,  to  withdraw 
that  question   from  the   Halls  of  Congress,  and  place  it 
where  it  could  no  longer  risk  the  public  welfare  and  the 
public  interest.     In  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  it 
had  been  agitated  all  the  time,  to  tlie  disadvantage  of  the 
South ;  accordingly  (I  have  not  a  copy  of  the  bill  before 
me  now,  but  I  remember  its  leading  provisions),  a  bill  was 
passed,  repealing  the  Missouri  line,  and  leaving  those  Ter- 
ritories upon  the  contract  and  the  assertion  tliat  the  bill 
made.     Did  we  intend  by  it  to  legislate  Slavery  into  Kan- 
sas and  Nebraska?     We  denied  that,  and  denied  it  upon 
the  face  of  the  bill  itself.     The  settlement  thus  made,  af- 
terward received  the  approval  of  the  people  of  the  whole 
country.     The  bill  said  within  itself,  not  that  we  intend  to 
legislate  Slavery  into  the  Territories,  but  to  leave  the  peo- 
ple free  to  form  their  own  domestic  institutions,  subject 
only  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States.     That  was 
as  much  as  we  could  agree  upon.     There  was  a  point  ujion 
which  we  could  not  agree.     A  considerable  jiortion  of  the 
Northern  Democracy  held  that  Slavery  was  in  derogation 
of  common  right,  and  could  only  exist  by  force  of  positive 
law.     They  contended  that  the  Constitution  did  not  furnish 
that  law,  and  that  the  slaveholder  could  not  go  into  the 
Territories  with  his'slaves  with  the  Constitution  to  author- 
ize him  in  holding  his  slaves  iis  property,  or  to  protect  him. 
The  South,  generally,  without  distinction  of  party,  held  the 
opposite  view.     They   held   that   the   citizens  of   all  the 
States  may  go  with  whatever  was  recognized  by  the  Con- 
stitution as  property,  and  enjoy  it.     That  did  not  seem  to 
be  denied  to  any  article  of  pruperty  except  slaves.     Ac- 
cordingly, the  bill  contained  the  provision,  that  any  ques- 
tion in  reference  to  Slavery  shouhl  be  referred  to  the  court 
of  the  United  States,  and  the  understanding  was,  that  what- 
ever the  judicial  decision  should  be,  it  would  be  binding 
upon  all  parties,  not  only  by  virtue  of  the  agreement,  but 
under  the  obligation  of  the  citizens  to  respect  the  author- 
ity of  the  legally  constituted  cuurt^s  of  the  country. 

WHAT    HE    SAID     IN    1856. 

It  wa.s  under  these  circumstances,  while  the  Territory  of 
Kansas  was  in  a  state  of  commotion,  and  when  that  queB- 
tion  had  not  been  determined  by  the  courts,  that  the  can- 
vass of  1S56  came  on.  It  became  my  duty,  by  the  re- 
quest of  my  friends,  to  visit  the  Slates  of  Ohio,  Indiana, 
Michigan  and  Pennsylvania.  In  all  those  States  I  made 
speeches.  In  all  those  States  I  uttered  the  same  opinions 
and  declared  the  same  principles  that  I  have  ever  done  in 
the  commonwealth  of  Kentucky,  and  am  ready  to  do  again. 
None  other  ! 

It  has  been  charged  that  the  Democratic  party  of  the 
country,  and  particularly  of  the  South,  desired  to  employ 
the  Federal  (iovernnieiit  for  the  purpose  of  propagating 
Slavery  and  slave  legislation  in  the  Territories.  I  denied 
that  tlie  Democratic  party  desired  to  use  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment for  the  propagation  of  Slavery,  and  I  never  con- 
cedfd  what  we  believed  to  be  our  constitutional  right  to  its 
prot-ectlon,  and  what  the  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court 
has  allowed  to  be  our  right,  I  said— yes  !  I  did  say  that  the 
Democratic  partv  of  this  country,  in  its  federal  aspect, 
was  neither  a  I'ro-Slavcry  nor  an  Anti-Slavery  party,  but 
a  constitutional  partv,  and  I  rei)eHt  it  here  to-night.  (Ap- 
nlause.)  I  do  not  believe  it  is.  I  do  nut  bt-licve  that  the 
Federal  Government  was  organized  for  either  purpose,  but 
to  protect  the  rights  adjudicated  by  the  courts.  All 
these  belong  to  the  States  theni.'<elves. 

I      These  were  the  declaa'ions  that  I  made,  of  which  some- 
I  thing  has   been   heard  in   all  the  States.     I   made   the 
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declarations  that  I  am  willing  to  make  before  my  own 
constituents  ;  I  made  the  declarations  that  I  am  willing 
to  stand  here  and  repeat.  (Applause)  We  had  confi- 
dence in  our  own  view  of  our  own  rights.  Our  northern 
friends  had  their  views.  It  was  a  paradoxical  question, 
and  we  gave  it  to  the  Courts. 

Well,  the  Courts  did  decide  the  very  question,  which 
had  been  submitted  to  them,  not  upon  a  case  from  Kan- 
sas, but  in  another  case.  M'ithout  going  into  the  argu- 
ment, for  time  does  not  permit  of  that,  let  me  give  you 
the  conclusion.  In  the  opinion  of  the  Court  in  the  case 
of  Dred  Scott,  it  is  said : 

"  Upon  these  considerations,  It  is  the  opinion  of  the  Court 
that  the  act  of  Congress  which  prohibits  a  citizen  from  holding 
a;iJ  owning  property  of  this  kind  in  the  Territory  of  the 
United  Stales,  north  of  the  line  herein  mentioned,  is  not 
warranted  by  the  Constitution,  and  is  therefore  void  ;  aLd  that 
neither  DreJ  Scott  himself  nor  any  of  his  family  were  made 
free  by  being  carried  into  this  Territory,  even  if  they  had 
been  carried  there  by  the  owner,  with  the  intention  of  becom- 
ing a  permanent  resident." 

Again : 

"  The  powers  over  person  and  properly  of  which  we  speak, 
are  not  only  not  granted  to  Congress,  but  are  in  express  terms 
denifd,  and  they  are  forbidden  to  exercise  them.  And  this 
prohibition  is  not  confined  to  the  States,  but  the  words  are 
general,  and  extend  to  the  whole  territory  over  which  the 
(Jonstitution  gives  it  power  to  legislate,  including  those  por- 
tions of  it  remaining  under  Terrilorial  government,  as  well  as 
that  covered  by  States.  It  is  a  total  absence  of  power  every- 
where witlun  the  dominion  of  the  United  States,  and  places 
the  citizen  of  a  Territory,  so  far  as  those  rights  are  concerned, 
on  the  same  footing  with  citizens  of  the  States,  and  guards 
them  as  firmly  and  plainly  against  any  inroads  which  the 
General  Government  might  attempt,  under  the  plea  of  implied 
or  incidental  power.  And  if  Congress  itself  cannot  do  this— 
if  it  is  beyond  the  powers  conferred  on  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment— it  will  be  admitted,  we  presume,  that  it  could  not 
authorize  a  Territorial  government  to  exercise  th»m.  It 
could  confer  no  power  on  any  local  government,  esial)li-;hed 
by  its  authority,  to  violate  the  pronsions  of  the  Consiituiiou." 

Thus  the  highest  court  in  the  United  States  settled  the 
very  question  referred  to  it  as  the  disputed  point,  not  leg- 
islative in  its  character,  on  which  Congress  could  n(jt 
agree  when  the  Kansas-Nebraska  bill  passed.  The  view 
that  we  in  the  Southern  States  took  of  it  was  sustained, 
that  in  the  Territories,  the  common  property  of  the 
Union,  pending  their  Territorial  condition.  Congress 
itself  nor  the  Territorial  Government  had  the  power  to 
confiscate  any  description  of  property  recognized  in  the 
States  of  the  Union.  The  Court  drew  no  distinction  be- 
tween slaves  and  other  property.  It  is  ti'ue  some  foreign 
philanthropists  and  some  foreign  writers  do  undertake  to 
draw  this  (listinction,  but  these  distinctions  have  nothing 
to  do  with  our  s.vstem  of  Government.  Our  Government 
rests  not  upon  the  speculations  of  philanthropic  writers, 
but  upon  the  plain  understanding  of  a  written  constitution 
which  determines  it,  and  upon  that  alone.  It  is  the 
result  of  positive  law ;  therefore  we  are  not  to  look  to 
the  analogy  of  the  supposed  law  of  nations,  but  to  regard 
the  Constitution  itself,  which  is  the  written  expression  of 
the  respective  powers  of  the  Goverfitnent  and  the  rights 
of  the  States. 

UNFRIENDLY    LEGISLATION'. 

Well,  that  being  the  case,  and  it  having  been  authorita- 
tively determined  by  the  very  tribunal  to  which  it  was  re- 
ferred that  Congress  had  no  i)Ower  to  exclude  slave 
property  fiom  the  Territory,  and  jndiciou.-^ly  determined 
that  tlie  Territorial  Legislatures,  authorities  created  l)y 
Congress,  had  not  the  power  to  e.\clucle  or  confiscate 
slave  projierty,  I  confess  that  I  hail  not  anticipated  that 
the  doctrines  of  unfriemlly  legislation  would  be  set  up. 
Hence,  I  need  not  say  to  you  that  I  do  not  believe  in  the 
doctrine  of  unfriendly  legislation;  that  I  do  not  believe  in 
the  authority  of  Territorial  Legislatures  to  do  by  indirec 
tion  what  they  cannot  do  directly  I  repose  upon  the 
decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  Uniied  States,  as  to 
the  point  that  neither  Congress  nor  tlie  Territurial  Legis- 
lature has  the  right  to  ol)struct  or  conQ^cate  the  property 
of  any  citizen,  slaves  included,  pending  the  territorial 
condition.     (Applause.) 

I  do  not  see  any  escape  from  that  decision,  if  you 
admit  that  the  question  was  a  judicial  one  ;  if  you  admit 
the  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court,  and  if  you  stand  by 
the  decision  of  the  highest  Court  of  the  country. 

The  Supreme  Court  seems  to  have  recognized  it  as  the 
duty — as  the  duty  of  the  Courts  of  this  Union  in  their  pro- 
per sphere  to  execute  tiiis  constitutional  right,  thus 
adjudicated  by  the  Supreme  Court,  in  the  following  lan- 
giiag('.  In  speaking  of  the  acquisition  of  territory,  they 
pronounce  it  a  political  question  for  Congress  to  deter- 
miuf  what  territory  they  acquire  and  how  many.  Now 
mark  the  words  of  the  Court : 


"  And  whatever  the  political  department  of  the  Government 
shall  recognize  as  within  the  limits  of  the  United  States,  the 
Judicial  Departmwit  is  also  bound  to  recognize,  and  to  ad- 
minister in  it  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  so  far  as  they  apply, 
and  to  maintain  in  ihe  terriiory  the  authority  and  riglus  of  the 
Government,  and  also  the  political  right  and  rights  of  properly 
of  individual  citizens  as  secured  by  the  Constitution.  All  we 
mean  to  say  on  this  point  is,  that  as  there  is  no  express  regu- 
lation in  the  l_'onstitation  d.ifl.iing  the  power  which  the  General 
(lOvernment  may  exfrcise  ovnr  the  person  or  property  of  a 
citizen  in  a  territory  thus  acquired,  the  Court  must  necessarily 
look  to  the  prorisions  and  principles  of  the  Constitution  and  its 
distribution  of  powers,  f.jr  the  rules  and  principles  bj  which 
its  decision  must  be  governed." 

So  that  in  regard  to  slave  property,  as  in  reg<tid  to  any 
other  property  recognized  and  guarded  b.v  the  Constitu- 
tion, it  is  the  duty,  according  to  the  Supreme  Court,  of  all 
the  Courts  of  the  country  to  protect  and  guard  it  by  their 
decision,  whenever  the  question  is  brought  before  them. 
To  wliich  I  will  only  add  this,  that  the  judicial  decisions 
in  our  favor  must  be  maintained — these  judicial  decisions 
in  our  favor  must  be  sustained.     (Applause.) 

SLAVE     CODE. 

If  present  remedies  are  adequate  to  sustain  these  de- 
cisions, I  would  have  nothing  more  done  I,  witli  many 
otticr  public  men  in  the  country,  believe  Iboy  are  able 
If  tiieyare  not — if  they  cannot  be  enforced  for  want  of 
the  proper  legislation  to  enforce  them,  sufficient  legisla- 
tion must  be  passed,  or  our  Government  is  a  failure. 
(Applause.)  Gentlemen,  I  see  no  escape  from  that  con- 
clusion. 

At  the  same  time,  fellow-citizens,  I  make  no  liesitation 
in  saying  to  you  that  I  trust  the  time  will  never  come — 
I  trust  the  time  will  never  come  when  it  may  be  deemed 
necessary  for  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  in  any 
firm  to  interfere  with  tiiis  question  in  the  Territories.  So 
far  it  has  been  only  pniductive  of  evil  to  us,  and  it  would 
portend  only  evil  in  the  future.  At  present  there  is  no 
question  before  Congress.  No  Southern  llepresentalive 
or  Senator  proposes  legislation  on  that  point — no  com- 
plaint comes  from  any  territory — there  is  no  evidence 
that  the  e-xisting  laws  and  decisions  of  llie  Courts  are  not 
adequate  to  protect  every  description  of  property  recog- 
niz.'d  by  the  several  States.  None  whatever.  I'lierefore, 
in  ni.v  opiiiiiin,  and  I  submit  it  Immblyand  with  defe- 
rence, our  true  policy  is  not  to  anticipate  trouble,  but  to 
let  the  matter  rest  upon  the  Executive,  upon  the  existing 
laws,  and  upon  the  dec;sions  of  the  C'lurts.  (Applause.) 
I  will  add  this  :  we  must  never  give  up  the  principle,  ws 
must  never  give  up  the  question  that  has  been  judiciously 
decided,  that  this  constitutional  r'glit  exists.  We  must 
stand  by  tliat  decision.  We  must  lioid  to  our  constitu- 
tional rigiits,  but  I  would  never  prematurely  raise  the 
question  to  distract  the  countrj',  when  there  is  no  voice 
calling  for  it.  North,  East,  South  or  West.  (Applause.) 
1  say  we  must  hold  to  the  principle — we  must  stand  b.v  it. 
U'e  stand  in  a  good  position.  We  have  tiie  Executive, 
we  have  the  laws,  we  have  the  decisions  of  the  Courts,  and 
that  is  a  great  advance  from  where  we  stood  ten  years 
ago. 

I  am  glad — although  we  did  not  succeed  as  we  desired 
in  Kaiisa.s — I  am  glad  that  the  territorial  question  is 
nearly  fouglit  out.  It  is  nearly  louglit  out.  I  know  of 
no  existing  Territory  where  this  ques. ion  can  arise.  As 
to  the  teiiiloi-y  south  of  the  line,  where  slave  labor  is 
really  iirofitable,  I  have  not  a  doulit  but  that  the  climate 
and  interest,  and  the  prnximity  of  slaveboMers,  and  the 
Constitution  and  law-,  and  the  decision  of  the  Court, 
will  sustain  and  protect  us  therein  the  full  enjcyment  of 
our  rights,  and  in  making  Southern  territory  out  of 
^Southern  sol!.  While  I  would  not  give  up  tiie  principle, 
I  never  have  believed,  and  I  do  not  believe  now,  in  the 
possibility  iif  Slavery  planting  itself  in  a  terriiory  against 
the  determined  oppo>iiion  of  the  inhabitants,  any  more 
than  I  believe  the  institution  of  Slavery  could  continue  in 
existence  in  Kentucky  lor  three  years  against  tlie  desire 
of  the  voters  id'  the  Commonwealth,  even  with  the  con- 
stitutiiin:il  reslictions  that  are  here  tnrowu  around  it. 

Siill,  I  would  save  tlie  question  and  the  principle,  and 
never  let  go  the  constitutional  right,  because  our  protec- 
tion in  tlie  Union  consists  in  a  strict  adherence  to  the 
provisions  of  the  Constitution  When  we  allow  an  infrac- 
tion of  the  Constitution  on  ;iny  mie  point,  we  lose  our 
claim  to  the  observance  of  the  wlndi!.  We  should  insist 
to  the  last  that  the  C  itisiitution  of  the  country  shall  be 
sustained  in  eveiy  particular.     (A  voice — '•  Good.") 

TUB   PiCRIL   OF   THK   COUNTRY. 

Fellow-citizens,  if  yuii  will  alhiw  ine,  I  will  offer  you 
some  observations  upon  another  aspect  of  public  affairs. 
We  have  been  t.dking  of  things  that  concern  us  no  mora 
than  they  concern  others,  but  we  have  questions  to  deter- 
mine that  CO. lie  nearer  home — questions  that  come  to  our 
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flrei^ides.  Accor.Iing  to  my  liuiiible  judgment,  the  con- 
diliiiii  of  our  couniry  was  iievtr  so  jieriloiis  a<  it  is  iit 
tills  liuiir ;  »iiil  if  tiiiiiifs  );o  ili'inin^  uii  as  tliey  liiive  of 
lute,  vre  liliull  liuve  to  (Jel<;riiiiiie  questiuus  uf  fur  ueurcr 
rituii'.y  lliaii  tlie  Irrritoriai  question, 

1  Imiie  I  do  nut  speulc  in  tlie  spirit  of  an  alarmist  or  a 
deiuHKi.i};ue,  but  since  1  liavebecii  acquainted  with  public 
affairs  (.iiiil  men  older  ami  wiser  timn  mystrlf  say  llie 
game  tiling)  tlicre  never  was  a  lime  wln-n  tbe  interests  of 
tliis  Union  were  in  so  much  peril,  and  wiieii  tiie  feelings  of 
our  people  were  so  much  alienaltd  as  at  this  hour. 
Cerlaiiily  if  liie  aspect  of  affairs  at  Washington  is  in  tlie 
»li|;lile-l  degree  indicative  uf  the  feeling  elsewhere,  that 
remark  Is  iruili. 

ITS    CAUSE. 

PeIIow-cilizi>ns,  the  danger  arises,  in  the  opinion  of 
our  wisest  and  best  men,  from  the  character  and  purpose 
and  aim  of  an  orgau:E.tlioa  in  llie  country  culled  the  lie- 
publioiin  parly. 

I  do  not  think  we  fully  realiie  what  are  the  objects, 
purposes  and  aims  of  the  Itepublican  party,  wliat  it 
intends,  and  what  would  be  the  consequences  to  us  of 
their  success  ami  dominion  in  tlie  United  Siales.  If  you 
will  allow  me,  therefore,  I  have  gathered  together  three 
or  four  facts— mere  expressions — mere  illusiratioiis  or 
examples,  from  many  tliuusunds  of  kindred  characters, 
for  the  purpose  of  showing  what  its  olijects  are— to  show 
what  We  may  expect  to  follow  their  success. 

UIS    VIKWS     OK     RKPCnUCANISU. 

First  is  their  platform,  made  three  years  ago,  but 
beyond  whicli  tln-y  luive  far  advanced.  Like  all  aggres- 
sive organ  zilions,  the  rear  rank  of  tlie  Uepubiican 
p.vrty  marclies  up  and  comes  upon  tlie  ground  that  the 
advanced  guard  occupied  montiis  before,  while  the  ad- 
vanced guard  is  going  ahead.  The  Kepublicans  are  far 
In  advance  of  their  plaiforiu,  but  we  have  there  enough 
to  put  us  on  our  guard. 

What  are  our  riiilils  ?  Have  we  not  a  right  to  have  our 
fugitives  returned  ?  If  tli>-ie  is  a  plainer  provision  than 
that  in  ihe  insirument,  wliat  is  it?  Have  we  not  a  right 
to  live  ill  pe-ice  in  lliis  Union?  What  was  the  Consliiu- 
lion  foruivd  for?  Wtien  the  Constituiion  was  made,  was 
It  not  made  bybrethr.-n?  Was  it  not  made  tliai  this 
political  orginiz:ition  siiould  he  carried  on  in  peace  and 
harmony  ?  Have  we  imt  a  riglic  to  ilemaiid  of  our  sister 
Slates,  ihat  we  may  live  together  in  peace  witii  our 
respecliVd  St.ite  inslituiions,  wiili  our  wliule  liomeslic 
pohcy?  Anit  is  it  not  a  gross  v.olatiun  of  tlie  Consiiiu- 
lion  not  to  ahow  us  to  live  in  peace,  as  to  refu,-e  to  return 
our  fugitives  from  labor  that  have  escaped  into  other 
Elates?  Do  tliey  inieml  to  do  it?  No,  ihcy  do  ni't. 
Tliey  begin  l>y  declaring  the  Declaraiion  ol  Ind,rpendence 
is  a  rule  of  our  political  action.  Here  is  tiie  dec  aralion 
of  the  Kepablican  platform,  adopted  lliree  years  ago, 
beyond  winch  they  have  now  far  advanced: 

"  R^m'r'.i.  Thsl  wi'li  our  Uepuhlicaii  fjthers  we  hold  it  to 
l"*      -  Liicllm-n  are  en  lowed  wiiii  ilu;  lu- 

*•  i  ■iM-iy  and  Unr   pursuit  of  liapp.iiess, 

»i:  .  ,-inaiiJ  ulterior  d.si:;ii  of  our  h  id>'ral 

ij'ivciiiiii. HI  u,  1',;  ,.,  ,.cure  Uiesc  rights  to  all  pi'r>oiis  uiidfr 
\\a  exrlusivrt  Jurisdirioii  ;  that  as  our  KepuDlnmi  fa  ln-rs, 
when  111  y  \\J^i  uiiolished  Slavery  in  all  our  iia  ioiial  lerri:ory, 
ordained  ihal  nn  p.?rson  should  be  deiu-ivi-d  of  lii'.-,  l.lipriy  aiid 
[iroTLTiy.  withaii'  i|ii>-  j>r'i'v-<  uf  \:t\v  u  l,cconi<'S  our  du  y  lo 
ni  V       .       '  1  uLMiiisi.  all  a[t'Miip:s 

I"  ,'  >1  ivi-ry  in  ;hi!  Trr- 

ri  .  ijislaliun,  proluoiilog 

1^  eXiSiCinJ«  or  ^■Xit:lls.ujl  lhi*r,*IU. 

Thb  is  a  positive  pledge,  that  .13  soon  as  that  party 
obtains  power,  it  will  recognize  the  equaliiy  of  the  negro 
with  the  white  man.  Its  olyeci  will  be  to  give  him  those 
rights  to  life,  liberiy,  and  the  pursuit  of  happiness.  To 
maintain  that  equality  what  follows?  Kvervbody  knows 
that  when  they  obla.n  the  power  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, they  will  abolish  .''lave.y  there  ;  when  they  ob- 
t.iin  the  power,  they  will  underiake  to  abolish  it  in  the 
forts,  arsenals,  and  dock-yards  of  the  L'niied  .'■'lales 
throughout  the  South  ;  they  will  undertake  to  abidish  the 
internal  slave-trade.  Already  they  declare  that  not 
another  Slave  Slate  shall  be  admitted  into  the  Union, 
and  they  will  go  beyond  that.  How  can  we  expect  to 
live  in  peace  and  harmony,  when  declaralons  of  this 
sort  are  uttered  : 

'■  IZimlct-l,  That  tho  Cons'.lm'lon  ro:if<!rs  upon  Congr'-ss 
sovi'rcigii  powi-r  over  the  lerrioriesof  ih«  L'iiU>-d  suit-s  for 
liieir  goVfriim«-nl.  aud  lliat.  in  tiie  exercise  of  this  power.  It  i* 
l>oili  ihc  n:;hl  ami  liio  linpi-raiive  duiy  of  t'oiicri-ss.  lo  prohibit 
III  ihe  Terriiori>:s  those  iwiu  relics  o'f  barbarism— polygamy 
•md  ^l.i\  ery." 

Is  that  in  the  spirit  of  our  revolutionary  ancestors  ? 
Is  it  in  the  spirit  of  our  revolutionary  anCL>tors  for  a 
great  and  {jrowinii  party,  that  now  claims,  aud  perhaps 


have,  dominance  in  the  Northern  States  of  ttie  Union,  t.i 
say  of  an  institution  of  their  Southern  relatives  they  ara 
liarboiing  a  relic  of  baibaiism?  That  shows  you,  fellow- 
citizens,  their  indoiiii'able  iiurjiose,  their  deep-seated 
hate.  I  am  sorry  that  it  exists,  but  it  is  true.  How  can 
you  expect  a  great  political  organization  that  olitains 
power,  to  fail  to  exercise  Ihat  power  when  in  its  ojiiniou 
this  Union  is  stained  or  defiled  as  to  one-half,  perhaps, 
of  its  inhabitants,  by  a  relic  of  barbui  ism,  which  it  class- 
es with  the  crim«)  of  polygamy. 

SKWAUD    QUOTKD. 

This  is  not  all.  I  could  have  bioupht  hero  tlie  declar- 
ations of  its  leprcsentalive  and  leading  men  from  all 
parts  of  the  Northern  Slates,  going  inlinitely  further  than 
is  contained  there.  Allow  me,  however,  to  read  one  of 
two  of  the  most  striking  from  the  most  eminent  of  their 
leaders.  I  beg  you,  fellow-citiztns,  though  they  may  be 
familiar,  not  to  weary  with  a  few  extracts,  for  these  ut- 
terances are  the  rallying  cry  of  millions  of  men.  I  hold 
in  niy  hand  a  speech  delivered  by  a  Senator  of  the  State 
of  New-York,  who  is  to-day  the  most  influential  public 
man  in  this  Union,  on  whose  words  millions  hang,  and 
by  whose  direction  millions  move.  Is  this  the  Constitu- 
tion and  Union  that  our  fathers  founded  ? 

Last  year,  in  a  speech  delivered  at  Rochester,  that 
gentleman  uttered  the  following  language  : 

"  Our  country  is  a  theatre  which  exhibiu.  In  full  operation, 
two  radically  diir'rciil  puliiioal  systems  ;  ihe  one  risliiig  on 
tlie  basis  of  sirvile  or  slave  laoor,  the  oiher  on  the  basis  of 
voluni.iry  labor  of  freemen. 

"The  two  systems  are  at  once  perceived  to  be  Incongruous. 
But  they  are  more  than  incongruous.  They  are  incompat- 
iole.  Tiiey  never  have  permaueuily  existed  togellier  In  one 
country,  and  they  never  can. 

"  Uiiherlo  the  two  .sysiems  have  existed  in  difl'erent  States, 
but  side  by  side  wiliiin  the  American  t  nion.  This  has  hap- 
peni'd  because  the  Union  is  a  confederation  of  .Stales.  Hut  on 
another  aspect  the  I'nited  Stales  constitute  only  one  nation. 
Increase  of  population  which  is  Oiling  the  Slates  out  to  their 
very  borders,  logciher  with  a  new  aud  extended  network  of 
railroads  aud  other  avenues,  and  an  internal  commerce  which 
dally  becomes  more  iiUimale,  is  rapidly  bringing  the  Slates 
into  a  higher  and  mop:  perf.'i:i  sor.ial  unity  or  con.sohdaiiou. 
Thus  Ihese  auiagonistic  sysicms  are  cousututioually  coming 
into  close  coniaet  and  collision  results." 

Yes.  "  collision  ensues,"  and  his  prophecy  was  ful- 
filled in  less  than  twelve  months  after  it  was  made. 

"  Shall  I  tell  you  what  this  collision  means  ?  It  Is  an  irrc- 
pressibh:  contlici  between  opposing  and  emliirtni;  fores  ;  and 
it  means  that  the  l'niied  States  musi  ami  will,  sooner  or  later, 
become  entirely  a  slavehoMing  naiicui.  or  entirely  a  free  lal)or 
nalioii.  Either  the  cniion  and  rice  lields  of  South  Carolina, 
and  the  sugar  plantations  of  Louisiana  will  ulliniulely  be  tilled 
t)y  free  labor,  and  Charleston  and  New-Orleans  become  inarla 
for  legitimate  merchandise  alone  ;  or  el.se  the  rye  lulds  and 
whea'.-Uelds  of  .Massachusetts  and  NewVork  must  again  be 
surrendered  by  their  farmers  lo  slave  culture,  and  to  ihe  pro- 
ductiou  of  slave.s,  and  Boston  and  New-Vork  become  once 
more  markets  for  trade  in  the  bodies  ami  souls  of  men.  It  is 
llie  failure  to  apprehend  this  great  truth  that  Induces  no  many 
unsuccessful  atienipis  at  linal  compromise  lictween  the  Slave 
and  free  Suies.  and  ii  is  the  existi-nce  of  Uiis  great  fart  that 
renders  all  such  preieudeU  compromises,  when  made,  vain 
and  ephemeraL" 

These  things  would  have  no  consequence  if  they  were 

the  individual  opinions  of  their  author,  but  they  are  the 

opinions  of  a  large  and  formidable  and  growing  party  in 

this  Union  ;  of  a  party  that  now  claims  a  majority  in  the 

House  of  Itepresentatives,  and  which  looks,  at   no   very 

distant   day,  to   have  a  majority  in  the  Senate.     I   ask 

you  if  that  was  the  Union  formed   by  our  fathers  ?     l>id 

they  anticipate  such  a  jiolitical  party  would  a  ise  to  de- 

1  Clare  that  there  "  is  an  irrepress.ble  contlici  belneen  oi»- 

.  posing  and  enduring  forces  "  in  the  United  Males? 

I       It  is  not  my  puipose  to  characterize  o    sligina'ize  this 

I  doctrine  now,  but  to  set  forth  what  we  are  lo  expect  a. id 

what  we  aie  to  meet. 

At  a  later  period,  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States, 

j  that  same   distinguished  Senator   uttered   tlie  fulloiving 

I  language,   (I    well    remember    the    occasion    and    the 

speech  :) 

"  A  free  Republican  Government  like  this,  nolwitbsjindlng 
all  its  eoiisiliiMoiial  i.h-'eks,  caaiiol  long  resist  and  couo.eraci 
the  p.ij^riyis  of  soeiety." 

They  don't  expect  the  provisions  of  the  Constituiion 
and  its  checks  to  prevent  them  from  taking  their  onward 
progress  Indeed,  they  have  a  facility  of  construing 
that  instrument,  which  makes  it  as  dust  in  the  balance. 
They  construe  it  to  authorize  them  not  to  return  fugitive 
slaves ;  to  authorize  them  to  make  a  war  ujion  one  half 
of  the  nation.  There  is  no  iirovi.-ion  of  the  Constitution 
which  has  stood  in  their  way  as  to  any  right  of  ours 
that  we  have  claimed  upon  thi.<  geat  question.  Not 
only  did  he  announce  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States, 
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ttiat  constitutional  checks  cannot  stand  for  any  time 
against  the  progress  of  Northern  opinion,  but, 

"  Free  labor,"  says  Mr.  Seward,  "  has  ai  lasi  apprehended 
ils  riyliis  and  iis  de.siiiiy,  and  is  urganiziu^'  iiscll'  lo  assume  Uie 
goviTuuienl  ol  the  Ki-piibiic.  li  will  hcuceforih  niuel  you 
boldly  and  resolutely  here  itt'ashiiigiDii  ;)  it  will  meet  you 
everywhere,  iu  the  lerrnories  and  oui  of  ih-m,  wherever  you 
may  go  to  extend  Slavery.  It  has  driven  you  bact  in  Cahior- 
iiia  and  iu  Kansas  ;  it  "will  invade  you  soou  in  Delaware, 
Alaryland,  Virginia,  Missouri  and  Texas.  It  will  meet  you  iu 
Anzoua,  iu  Central  America,  and  even  In  Cuba." 

Not  content  with  confining  it  to  the  Territories,  he 
adds : 

"  You  may.  Indeed,  get  a  start  under  or  near  the  tropics, 
and  seem  safe  lur  a  time,  but  it  will  be  only  a  short  tluie. 
Even  there  you  will  found  Slates  only  lor  free  labor  to  main- 
tain and  occupy.  The  inieresl  of  the  while  race  demands  the 
uUlmale  emaiK-ipaiion  of  all  men.  Whether  ihat  consuinuia- 
Uon  shall  be  allowed  to  lalie  ellect,  wuh  needful  and  wise  pre- 
cauuons  against  sudden  change  and  disasier,  or  be  hurriea  on 
by  violence,  is  all  that  remains  lor  you  to  decide.  The  while 
man  needs  this  comment  lo  labor  upou.  His  bead  Is  clear,  his 
arm  is  siiong,  and  his  necessirics  iire  hxed.  It  Is  for  your- 
selves and  not  for  us  lo  decide  how  long  and  through  what 
further  moriilicaiions  and  disasters  ihe  contest  shall  ue  pro- 
traded,  before  iVeedom  shall  enjoy  her  alre.uly  assured 
iriumiJhl  Von  m.iy  refuse  to  yield  it  now,  and  lor  a  short 
period,  but  your  refusal  will  only  animate  the  friends  of  free- 
dom wiih  the  courage  and  Uie  resolution,  and  produce  the 
union  among  llicm,  whicli  alone  are  necessary  on  iheir  part, 
to  aitain  the  position  ilself,  slmullancously  wUh  the  Impending 
overdii'ow  111  ihe  exciUng  Federal  Adn'iinlstrailon,  and  the 
Cousttuiilon  of  a  ncwaud  more  independent  Congress," — and 
ihey  ihmk  they  have  ihat  Congress. 

1  tell  you  again,  fellow-citizens,  this  is  not  the  opinion 
of  Mr.  Skwakd  alone.  It  is  Mr.  Skw^ard  and,  with  one 
or  two  e.xcejitions,  the  oilier  Republican  Senators  in  the 
Senate  of  the  L'nited  States,  and  nine-tenths  of  the 
liepubiican  members  of  the  House  of  liepresentatives. 
Could  that  language  have  been  uttered  with  impunity  or 
been  sustained  at  the  epoch  of  1779,  when  the  Conslilu- 
lion  was  formed  ?  Did  not  the  Constitution  languish  and 
Biop  just  because  there  was  some  question  about  insert- 
ing these  checks  about  the  institution  of  the  Southern 
States?  AVere  they  not  put  into  the  Constitution  by  the 
great  men  who  formed  it,  and  are  not  all  the  citizens  of 
all  the  States  bound  to  resi)ect  the  relations  that  e.xist 
between  them,  and  to  give  the  Southern  Slates  peace  in 
tins  Union?  llow  do  you  receive  the  declaration  that 
there  is  an  irrepressible  conUict  waging — that  there  shall 
be  no  peace?  There  is  no  use  attempting  to  turf  over 
tlie  volcano,  there  is  no  use  crying  peace  when  there  is 
no  peace.  It  is  the  avowed  purpose  of  the  Kepublican 
party  to  agitate,  agitate  ;  to  overturn  the  Constitution 
ilself,  until  they  succeed  not  only  iu  drawing  a  cordon 
around  Jou,  and  sliutting  you  within  your  present  limits, 
but  to  put  you  in  a  position  where  you  were  about,  for 
peace  sake,  to  emancipate  your  slaves. 

Well  might  we  say,  as  was  once  said  in  France, 
"  Oh,  Constitution  !  what  crimes  are  committed  in  thy 
eacred  name  !" 

helper's  crisis. 

But,  gentlemen,  I  hold  in  my  hand  another  book, 
which  is  of  no  consequence  as  the  opinions  of  it^  indivi- 
dual author,  but  is  of  consequence  as  indorsed  by  the 
distinguished  gentleman  from  whose  productions  1  have 
read,  and  as  indorsed  also  by  si.xty-eight  or  nine  Hepub- 
licaiis  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  who  represent  a 
constituency  of  seven  millions  of  people.  This,  then, 
may  be  considered  as  the  declaration  of  near  seven 
millions  of  men.  What  is  it?  It  is  a  book  called  the 
"Impending  Crisis  of  the  South,"  by  a  person  called 
Helper,  who  professes  to  be  a  North  Carolinian.  Whether 
he  is  or  not  I  am  unable  to  say.  (I  will  read  very  little, 
gentlemen.)  In  this  book,  thus  indorsed  by  nearly 
seventy  members  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
representing  nearly  seven  millions  of  the  people,  this 
gentiment  is  declared : 

The  slaveholding  oligarchy  say  we  cannot  abolish 
Slavery  without  infringing    on  the  right   of   property 


crops  of  cotton,  and  a  trifle  over,  to  do  it.  That  wa» 
indonsed,  1  tell  you  again,  by  si.xty-eight  or  sixty-nine 
members  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  and  the  very 
gentleman  who  tliey  are  running  for  Speaker  of  that 
body  indorsed  it.  It  is  true,  his  fr.emls  say  that  he 
indorsed  it  without  having  read  it.  Admit  that  lo  be 
true,  he  has  again  and  again,  wlien  called  upon,  refused 
to  disavow  those  sentimeuts,  hence  the  e.\cuse  is  paltry. 

harper's  fbrry. 

That  is  the  condition  of  affairs,  and  that  is  the  con- 
dition of  the  Republican  organization  of  this  country, 
if  any  reliance  is  to  be  placed  in  their  record,  in  their 
declarations,  in  their  public  attitude,  in  the  attitude 
which  they  defiantly  assume  befoie  the  country.  Tlieir 
purpose  is  to  make  war,  eternal  war,  upon  the  institu- 
tions of  one  half  of  the  States  of  the  Union.  Gradually 
we  approach  the  crisis  until  at  last  is  not  the  legitimate 
result  of  ilie  iiTcpres-^ible  coiillicl  of  which  they  speak, 
of  the  crime  of  which  they  say  we  are  guilty,  to  put 
down  these  relics  of  barbarism?  The  ignorant  and 
fanatical  throw  oif  the  obligations  of  the  Coiistitutioa 
and  invade  l>y  v.olence  the  Southern  States  of  the 
Union,  and  although  I  am  far  from  holding  the  Repub- 
lican party  of  tlie  .N'o.lli,  or  any  large  portion  of  them, 
responsible  for  the  late  atrocious  proceedings  in  Vir- 
ginia, I  do  say  thai  that  jiroceeding  was  the  carrying 
out  of  the  logical  result  of  tlieir  teachings — carrying  it 
into  e.vecutiun.  How  did  they  receive  it?  Why  gentle- 
men, Ihe  conservative  portion  of  the  North  abhors  it; 
but,  in  the  Senate  and  House,  in  the  great  body  of  their 
public  press,  what  do  they  say  of  it?  That  they  regret 
it — they  deplore  it — they  even  condemn  it  — they  say, 
because  it  was  against  law,  and  they  stand  for  law. 
These  are  the  honeyed  and  qualltied  phrases  with  which 
they  characterize  the  most  atrocious  act  of  treason, 
rapine,  and  murder  combined,  that  wii,s  ever  known  in 
the  Republic,  and  then,  as  though  afraid  of  what  they 
have  said,  they  immediately  go  on  to  eulogize  the  man 
and  his  motives,  much  as  they  regret  the  act. 

A    VOLLEY    OF    COMPLA'.NINT.S. 

Gentlemen,  have  we  no  complaints  in  other  respects  ? 
Are  laws  passed  for  the  purpose  of  punishing  those  who 
make  inroads  into  the  border  States  and  rub  us  of  our 
property  ?  Suppose  a  Ketuuckian  should  go  into  the 
State  of  Ohio  and  rob  a  citizen  of  that  State,  does  any 
one  doubt  that  we  would  pass  a  law  lo  punish  him  and 
to  prevent  the  recurrence  of  the  outrage?  So  far  from 
this  being  their  course,  they  are  encouraged,  and  we  are 
subject  to  constant  secret  predatory  incursions  by  which 
we  lose  annually  hundreds  of  tliousauds  of  dollars, 
these  people  availing  themselves  of  Mie  bond  of  amity 
between  us,  to  perpetrate  the  outrage. 

That  is  not  all !  About  one  half  of  the  Northern 
States  have  passed  laws  and  made  it  a  criminal  and 
penal  offence  for  their  citizens  to  give  any  assistance  in 
the  rendition  of  fugitive  slaves.  Massachusetts  ha« 
passed  laws  closing  her  jails  to  us,  and  making  it  a  jjcnal 
offence  to  itid  in  the  enforcenieul  of  the  i-ugitive  »lave 
law,  or  to  appear  as  council  to  try  such  a  case,  thus 
nullifying  the  laws  of  Congress,  and  of  the  United 
Slates,  distinctly,  and  some  seven  or  eight  States  have 
passed  similar  laws  refusing  all  remedy  and  making  it 
penal  in  their  citizens  to  obey  the  behests  of  the  Consti- 
tution. 

I  have  not  uttered  these  things  for  the  pui-pose  of 
arousing  any  spirit  of  disloyalty  to  ihe  Constiiulion  and 
the  Union.  I  hope  I  love  them  as  reverently  as  any  man 
witliin  the  sound  of  my  voice,  but  let  us  look  and  see  the 
facts  as  they  are.  \Miat  may  be  set  down  as  the  un- 
questioned purpose  of  this  organization?  It  is  avowed 
that  it  is  to  exclude  all  and  any  Slave  States  from  the 
Union  hereafter,  li  is  lo  give  us  no  fugitive  slave  law, 
declaring  that  the  Stales  under  the  Constitution  must 
provide  for  that,  and  then  lo  give  no  remedy  in  the 
1  Slates  ;  it  is  to  pass  no  laws  for  the  purpose  of  prevent- 
ing the  robbery  of  our  properly  but,  on  the  contiary, 


Again  we  tell  them  we  do  not  recognize  property  in  1 1,,  many  Slates  to  make  it  penal  to  enforce  the  laiv  ;  it 


But  the  Constitution  does ;  the  bond  of  our  Union 
does  and  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  has 
decided  that  it  does.  Our  fathers  so  considered  it.  It 
has  been  so  admitted  all  the  time,  until  the  apostles  of 
the  new  doctrine  spoke.     At  another  point  he  says  : 

For  the  services  of  the  blacks  from  the  20tli  of  Augtist, 
16'20,  up  to  the  4th  of  July,  1S69— an  interval  of  precisely 
two  hundred  and  forty-eight  years,  ten  months  and 
fourteen  days— their  masters,  if  unwilling,  ought,  in  our 
judgment,  to  he  compelled  to  grant  them  their  freedom, 
ajul  to  pay  each  and  every  one  of  them  at  least  sixty 
dollars  cash  in  hand. 

Ue  goes  on  to  remark  that  it  would  only  take  two 


is  to  abolish  Slavery  in  the  District  of  Coluino.a  ;  to 
abolish  the  internal  slave-trade  and  the  coastwise  slav»>- 
trade,  and  then  lo  agitate  and  agitate,  giving  us  no 
peace  as  long  as  we  lelain  this  '  relic  of  baroarism  " 
and  crime,  as  they  call  it. 

This  is  the  purpose.  Are  you  ready  for  it?  Are  you 
ready  to  say  we  will  make  no  stand  in  any  form  fo,- 
your  Constitutional  rights?  1  think  you  are  not !  Vet 
that  is  the  present  condition  of  alfa.rs— but  what  are  we 
to  do? 

PRACTICAL    REMKIMKS. 

I  know  they  will  cons'der  the  consequences,  and  care- 
fully consider  the  consequences  of  any  serious  coll;3ioiH 


THE   PERIL   AND  THE   REMEDY. 


153 


in  this  Union.  I  I:now  we  duly  appreciate  the  position 
of  our  own  State,  not  only  a  border  State,  but  an  in- 
terior border  State  having  no  ocean  outlet.  I  know  that 
we  have  read  history  to  some  purpose,  and  that  we  have 
seen  what  have  been  the  consequences  of  the  disruption 
of  amicable  relations  between  those  who  have  banded 
themselves  together  as  a  confederation  of  States.  AVe 
need  but  go  back  and  see  the  consequence  upon  the 
Greeks  wiien  they  carried  on  the  Peloponnesian  war, 
until  at  last  exhausted,  they  fell  into  the  lap  of  des- 
potism The  same  fate  might  meet  us.  'What  would  be 
our  condition?  War!  War!  Inevitable  war,  in  all 
human  probability,  would  be  our  position,  and  then  in 
uuie  we  might  be  driven  into  degrading  alliances  with 
fo  eigu  powers — the  most  degrading  position  for  Ameri- 
can citizens. 

Then  the  spectacle  would  be  presented  of  America  fall- 
ing back  under  the  control  of  Europe,  and  American  lib- 
erty sinking  down  under  European  despotism.  Besides 
this,  could  we  ever  hope  that  a  fairer  state  of  things  would 
arise  ?  Could  we  ever  hope  that  Providence  itself  would 
ever  exercise  its  omnipotent  power  to  create  a  State,  or 
Union  of  States,  under  more  favorable  auspices  than  in 
tliese  ?  Would  it  not  be  worse  than  impieti"  itself,  to  pre- 
sume that  the  Almighty  would  ever  attempt  to  sustain  a 
confederation  of  Free  States  under  circumstances  more 
bright  or  favorable  than  in  our  system  ?  1  know  that  the 
State  of  Kentucky  is  devoted  to  the  Union,  not  only  be- 
cause of  her  interests,  but  from  that  feeling  of  affection 
and  of  loyalty,  and  that  sentiment  of  love  that  have 
always  marked  her  people  from  the  earliest  period  of  her 
iiistury.  I  do  not  believe  there  is  a  man  under  the  sound 
of  my  voice  who  would  not  view  as  the  last,  the  greatest 
of  all  evils,  the  wreck  of  the  Union  I  do  not  beUeve 
there  is  the  man  in  tlie  State  that  would  compete  to  enjoy 
the  highest  honors  witliiu  the  State,  purchased  at  such  a 
price. 

AVHAT    IS    TO    BE     DONE. 

At  the  same  time  steps  must  be  taken,  something  must 
be  done.  I  do  not  beheve  that  if  the  Constitution  is  al- 
lowc-d  to  remain  permanently  violated  in  itsimportant  pro- 
visions, we  can  have  hope  under  it.  None  whatever  ! 
Broken  in  one  particular,  it  will  soon  fall  to  pieces  in  all. 
I  recollect  when  I  was  a  boy,  to  have  read  that  great 
speech  of  Demosthenes,  for  the  crown,  where  the  real 
question  at  issue  was  the  charge  that  he  was  the  author 
of  the  public  misfortunes,  because  he  had  advised  the 
Greeks  to  make  a  last  stand  for  iheir  country,  against 
Philip  of  JIacedon.  He  was  arraigned,  and  on  trial  and 
in  his  great  defence,  he  says  :  "  What,  though  we  did  fail? 
We  did  our  duty.  We  responded  iu  the  temper  and  char- 
acter of  our  forefathers."  The  result  is  such  as  God  gives 
to  each;  and  even  those  degenerate  Greeks  acquitted 
him,  and  crowned  the  world's  great  orator  as  a  benefac- 
tor ;  debased  as  they  were  in  national  character,  they  did 
this,  and  from  that  day  have  never  known  or  read  of  the 
success  of  him  who  would  be  deterred  from  the  assertion 
of  fundamental  rights  for  fear  of  offence. 

Gentlemen,  the  condition  of  affairs  existing  here,  and 
existing  generally,  1  am  happy  to  say,  throughout  the 
Commonwealth  of  Kentucky,  is  not  a  fair  indication  of  the 
feeling  in  many  parts  of  the  Union.  1  have  seen  the  evi- 
dence growing  within  a  few  years,  and  culminating  during 
the  last  few  weeks,  of  a  determined  purpose  in  the  South 
to  attain  and  maintain  the  complete  power  in  Union,  and 
I  have  seen,  upon  the  other  hand,  in  the  representatives 
of  the  lower  Southern  States,  a  most  resolute  and  deter- 
mined spirit  of  resistance.  The  representatives  from 
Georgia — from  Alabama — from  South  CaroUua — from  Jlis- 
sissippi,  not  to  speak  of  other  Southern  States,  say  that 
they  represent  their  constituents — nay,  say  that  they  do 
not  go  so  far  as  their  constituents,  and  they  declare  that 
they  are  ready  at  any  moment  for  a  separate  organization. 
God  forbid  that  such  a  thing  should  take  place.  God 
forbid  the  overt  act  should  ever  he  done ;  but  we  know 
enough  of  our  poUtical  institutions,  that  when  once  done 
the  subject  becomes  involved  in  inexplicable  distress.  If 
one  were  to  fall  upon  Washington  and  see  the  state  of 
feeling  there,  he  would  think  taat  the  President  of  your 
country  was  the  E.xecutive  of  two  hostile  countries.  The 
feeUng  of  alienation  seems  to  be  almost  complete  from  the 
expression  of  the  public  press  and  public  men.  (I  mean 
not  your  inflammatory,  furious  speakers,  but  men  of 
thought  and  reflection.)  They  are  alarmed,  other  men  are 
alarmed,  we  all  are  alarmed.  It  is  not  a  craven  fear,  but 
it  is  the  ennobled  1  ear  that  patriots  feel  for  an  imperilled 
country.  Suppose  this  should  occur — do  you  not  remem- 
ber, in  1S32  when  South  Carolina  arrayed  herself  against 
Uie  Federal  Government,  upon  a  mere  question  of  policy 
connected  with  the  collection  of  taxes,  that  it  did  shake 
the  Union  to  its  centre.  Such  is  the  nature  of  our  system, 
that  it  did  siiake  the  Union  to  the  very  centre.     What  were 


the  circumstances  then  ?  Andrew  Jackson  was  President 
ol  the  United  States,  and  he  was  a  native  of  South  Caro- 
lina ;  the  question  was  a  mere  question  of  policy  ;  few  of 
the  other  States  sympathized  with  the  movement  of  that 
Uttle  State.  Henry  Clay  was  alive,  and  Calhoun  was  ready 
to  give  the  benefit  of  his  influence  to  peace  and  harmony, 
and  yet  that  little  question,  when  Jackson,  a  native  son  of 
that  State,  was  President,  and  Clay  and  Calhoun  were  in 
the  Senate,  brought  on  a  struggle  that  shook  tliis  Union  to 
its  centre,  and  imperilled  it  in  the  estimation  of  the  wisest 
and  best  of  men.  Look  at  it  as  it  may  be,  with  disaffection, 
spread  all  over  the  South,  with  a  very  different  state  of 
feelings  iu  the  North  to  what  existed  then,  with  Clay  dead, 
and  Calhoun  dead,  and  none  to  take  their  places,  with 
such  a  man  as  Seward,  not  only  not  native,  but  hostile  to 
the  South,  in  the  Chair  of  State.  Cannot  a  child  read  the 
result?  Cannot  we  see  that  one  State  falling  away,  our 
Union  will  be  like  an  arch  with  two  or  three  stones  dropped 
out,  the  whole  fabric  may  fall  in  pieces. 

These  are  facts  which  it  becomes  the  people  of  Ken- 
tucky, with  all  their  loyalty  to  the  Union,  to  observe,  to 
know,  to  see,  to  think  of,  and  then  to  act  upon,  with  the 
dignity  and  moderation  which  marks  and  so  well  becomes 
them. 

But,  gentlemen,  what  is  the  mode  that  occiirs  to  any  man 
— because  no  man,  I  take  it,  in  Kentucky,  will  back  on 
this  subject,  except  as  a  friend  of  the  Union  of  the  States 
— what  is  the  mode  ?  I  see  none,  except  it  be  the  union 
of  all  the  conservative  elements  of  the  country.  North  and 
South.  The  South  must  first  be  united,  and  I  am  sure  she 
will,  for  I  take  it  there  is  not  a  citizen  of  Kentucky  that 
would  associate  himself  with  an  organization  whose  march 
to  triumph  would  be  over  the  ruins  of  our  rights. 

MEND    OCR    MANNERS    DOWN    SOUTH. 

Ought  we  not  first  to  put  ourselves  right  in  Court  ? 
Some  little  there  is  to  complain  of  us.  I  say  to  you,  in 
my  opinion,  those  who  appeal  to  the  Constitution  and 
the  laws  should  obey  the  Constitution  and  the  laws.  I 
would  have  the  South,  if  I  might  venture,  as  one  of  her 
humblest  but  truest  sons,  to  advise  her  to  obey  the  laws 
of  our  country.  (Applause.)  I  would  have  the  South 
first  obey  the  laws  of  the  Union  which  prohibit  the  for- 
eign slave-trade.  (Applause.)  That  is  the  law  of  the 
land.  It  rests  not  with  us  to  complain  of  the  violation 
of  law  by  others,  when  in  a  portion  of  our  S;ates  the  citi- 
zens violate  the  laws  themselves.  Let  us  f.  own  down 
any  attempt  to  violate  those  laws  upon  the  part  of  our 
States.  Let  us  do  more.  Let  us  do  more,  by  preventing 
the  fitting  out  of  filibustering  expeditious  upon  our 
shores,  to  invade  feeble  sister  countries.  That  is  the  law, 
and  we  live  by  the  Constitution  and  the  law,  and  let  us 
obey  it,  and  whatever  expansion  of  territory  we  make, 
let  us  make  it  in  a  manner  becoming  the  dignity  of  this 
glorious  Confederacy  under  our  own  flag.  Then  let  us 
call  to  our  aid  the  pure  elements  of  conservatism  and 
truth  that  we  can  find  in  the  northern  States.  What  are 
they  ?  I  did  not  intend  to  introduce  any  party  question 
to-night,  but  the  largest  organization  I  see  is  the  Demo- 
cratic Party  of  the  North.  As  a  historical  fact,  it  is  un- 
disputed ;  as  a  current  fact  of  the  day,  it  is  undisputed, 
that  you  do  not  find  these  declarations  of  hostility  issu- 
ing from  the  Northern  Democracy  ;  you  do  not  find  these 
attempts  to  overturn  the  laws  coming  fiom  Democratic 
sources  ;  you  du  not  find  these  denunciations  of  you  and 
your  institutions  coming  from  Democratic  lips  and  Demo- 
cratic Presses.  On  the  contrary,  you  find  them  at 
home,  and  in  most  cases  in  the  minority,  sustaining  with 
unfaltering  courage  your  rights  and  institutions,  at  odds 
and  risks  that  you  little  think  of. 

I  want  them  all.  We  need  them  all.  We  need  every 
Southern  State,  and  every  honest  man  everywhere  not 
willing  to  enter  into  the  crusade  agamst  us. 

There  is  another  element  North,  not  large  but  noble 
and  true.  They  are  the  scattered  and  wandering  cohorts 
of  the  old  Whig  party,  who  have  refused  to  alloy  them- 
selves with  the  liepublicans  of  the  North — men  of  whom 
EvKKtTT  and  CuoaIK  and  others  are  illustrious  examples. 
Tbere  are  thousands  of  them  in  tlie  Northern  States. 
When  this  great  crisis  comes  upon  us,  I  have  confidence 
that  men  like  these  will  be  found  to  unite  with  the  Demo- 
cratic party  in  maintaining  the  laws  and  the  Constitution. 

These  are  the  elements  upon  which  we  are  to  rely. 
When  you  get  them  togethe.-,  let  us  see  if  there  cannot 
be  a  general  revolt  of  the  intelligence,  virtue,  and  loyal- 
ty of  the  country,  against  these  pernicious  i.sms,  and  if 
not,  let  us  see  how  far  these  pernicious  isjtm  control  so- 
ciety. 

Besides  these,  there  are  many  thousands  of  men  in  the 
Northern  States  wlio,  silent,  are  not  heard  in  the  miust  of 
the  clamor  that  surrounds  them — men  who  seldom  atceud  the 
polls.     Let  us  hope  that  that  feeling  will  be  m  our  lavor. 

Fellow-citizens,  I  have  uttered  these  things  because  I 
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believe  we  are  standing  to-day  not  In  the  presence  of 
spectres  and  shadows,  but  in  tlie  presence  of  terrible  reali- 
ties. There  is  a  mode  by  which  we  can  have  peace — a 
permanent  peace — and  that  is  by  an  utter  and  absolute 
surrender  of  all  our  rights  upon  the  subjr^ct  to  which  I  have 
referred,  at  the  call  of  this  Republican  Party.  If  we  do 
not  make  this  surrender,  we  will  have  nj  peace  until  the 
iiepubUcan  Party  is  destroyed,  which  can  only  be  done  by 
producing  a  reaction  upon  the  public  mind  of  the  North. 
As  it  is,  without  our  being  aware  of  it,  things  are  getting 
worse  every  day.  I  had  almost  intended  to  say,  that  w'e 
were  absolutely  dissolving  month  by  month,  and  year  by 
year.  I  see  no  mode— wiser  men  than  I  see  no  mode  to 
avoid  this,  except  to  produce  a  reaction  in  the  public  mind, 
and  to  bring  up  sharply,  in  some  form,  the  question,  Can 
we  not,  North  and  South,  live  in  peace  with  our  several 
State  institutions,  after  the  manner  of  our  fathers  ?  For 
myself,  I  yet  believe  in,  and  I  have  an  abounding  hope  of, 
the  ultimate  destiny  of  our  common  country.  1  beUeve  a 
reaction  will  take  place ;  and  I  believe  that  out  of  this  com- 
motion is  destined  to  come  for  us  an  era  of  tranquillity 
and  peace.  Of  this  I  am  quite  certain,  that  this  Connnon- 
wealth  of  Kentuclcy  will  pursue  a  course  answerable  to  her 


character  and  history ;  she  will  stand  by  the  union  of  .  » 
States  as  long  as  there  is  a  thread  of  the  Constitution  to 
hold  it  together.  We  know  that  if  madness,  and  folly,  and 
fanaticism  shall  succeed  in  tearing  down  the  fairest  fabric 
ever  erected  to  liberty  among  men — we  know  that  our 
honored  State  will  conduct  herself  with  so  much  modera- 
tion and  prudence  that  she  shall  stand  justified  for  her 
acts  before  men  and  in  the  eye  of  Heaven. 

Fellow-citizens,  I  do  not  propose  to  detain  you  by  more 
extended  observations.  I  have  trespassed  too  far  upon 
your  time  already.  I  think,  if  you  will  allow  me  to  say  so, 
that  I  know  something  of  the  temper,  and  spirit,  and  inte- 
rest of  this  people  ;  and,  as  far  as  my  humble  abilities  ex- 
tend, I  propose,  in  the  sphere  to  which  you  have  devoted 
me,  to  serve  you  with  all  the  fidelity  of  a  grateful  heart. 
At  all  times,  and  under  all  circumstances,  1  owe  my  alle- 
giance to  the  State,  and  I  am  ready,  and  willing,  and  anx- 
ious to  devote  whatever  facuUies  of  mind  and  body  I  pos- 
sess to  serve  you,  and  to  serve  you  with  the  uncalculating 
devotion  of  a  man  who  loves  the  green  mountains  and 
smiling  plains,  the  clear  running  streams  and  the  generous 
people  of  tlie  State,  and  with  one  wlio  loves  all  lier  infirmi- 
ties with  the  atfection  of  a  son. 
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SPEECH  OF  SENATOR  DOUGLAS. 

Delivered  at  Springfield,  III.,  June  12,  1857. 


Mr.  President,  Ladiks  and  Gentlemen:  I  appear 
before  you  to-night,  at  the  request  of  the  grand  jury  in 
attendance  upon  tlie  United  States  Court,  for  tlie  pur- 
pose of  submitting  my  views  upon  certain  topics  upon 
which  they  have  expressed  a  desire  to  hear  my  opinion. 
It  was  not  my  purpose  when  I  arrived  among  you,  to 
have  engaged  in  any  public  or  political  discussion  ;  but 
when  called  upon  by  a  body  of  gentlemen  so  intelligent 
and  respectable,  coming  from  all  parts  of  the  State,  and 
connected  with  the  adiu.nistration  of  pujjlic  justice,  1  do 
not  feel  at  liberty  to  witlihold  a  full  and  frank  expres- 
sion of  my  opinion  upon  the  subjects  to  which  they  have 
referred,  and  which  now  engrosses  so  large  a  share  of 
the  [)ul)lic  attention. 

The  points  which  I  am  requested  to  discuss  are  : 

1st.  The  present  condition  and  prospects  of  Kansas. 

2d.  Tlie  principles  affirmed  by  the  Supreme  Court  of 
the  United  ^■tates  in  the  Ured  Scott  case. 

3d.  The  condition  of  things  in  Utah,  and  the  appropri- 
ate remedies  for  existing  evils. 

KANSAS. 

Of  the  Kansas  qiies:  ion  but  little  need  be  said  at  the 
present  time.  You  are  familiar  with  the  history  of  the 
question,  and  my  connection  with  it.  Subsequent  re- 
flection lia.-i  strengthened  and  confirmed  my  convictions 
in  the  soundness  of  the  ju'lnciples  and  Itie  correctness  of 
the  course  I  have  felt  it  my  duty  to  i)ursue  upon  that 
subject.  Kansas  is  about  to  sijcak  fur  he.self  llirougli 
her  delegates  a.ssembled  in  Convention  to  form  a  Consti- 
tution, preparatory  to  her  admission  into  the  Union  on 
an  equal  footing  with  the  original  States.  Peace  and 
prosperity  now  prevail  througliout  her  borders.  The 
law  under  which  her  delegates  are  about  to  be  elected, 
is  believed  to  l)e  just  and  fair  in  all  its  objects  and  jiro- 
visiotis.  There  is  every  reason  to  hope  and  believe  that 
the  law  will  be  fairly  inloiireted  and  impartially  exe- 
cuted, so  as  to  insui  e  to  every  bona  Ji'li;  inhabitant  the 
free  and  (juiet  exercise  of  the  elective  franchise.  If  any 
portion  of  the  inhaliiiants,  acting  under  the  advice  of 
political  leaders  in  distant  States,  shall  choose  to  aljsent 
themselves  from  the  polls,  and  withhold  their  votes,  with 
a  view  of  leaving  the  Free  State  Democi'ats  in  a  minority, 
and  thus  securing  a  Pro-Slavery  Constitution  in  oi)posi- 
tion  to  the  wisnes  of  a  majority  of  the  i>eo|);e  living 
under  it,  let  the  re>p(nisibility  rest  on  those  who,  for 
partisan  purposes,  will  sacrifice  the  principles  Ibey  pro- 
fess to  cherish  and  promote.  Upon  them,  and  upon  the 
pjiUical  party  for  whose  teneflt  and  under  the  direction 


of  whose  leaders  they  act,  let  the  blame  be  visited  of 
fastening  upon  the  people  of  a  new  State,  institutions 
repugnant  to  their  feelings  and  in  violation  of  their 
wishes.  The  organic  act  secures  to  the  people  of  Kansas 
the  sole  and  exclusive  right  of  forming  and  regulating 
their  domestic  institutions  to  suit  themselves,  subject  to 
no  other  limitation  than  that  which  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States  imposes.  The  Democratic  party  is 
determined  to  see  the  great  fundamental  principles  of 
the  organic  act  carried  out  in  good  faith.  The  present 
election  law  in  Kansas  is  acknowledged  to  lie  fair  and 
just — the  rights  of  the  v^ iters  are  clearly  defined — and 
the  exercise  of  those  rights  will  be  elliciently  and  scru- 
pulously protected.  Hence,  if  the  majority  of  the 
people  of  Kansas  desire  to  have  it  a  Free  State  (and  we 
are  told  by  the  llepaOl.can  party  that  nine-tenths  of  the 
people  of  that  Territory  are  Free  Slate  meni,  there  is  no 
obstacle  in  the  way  of  biinging  Kansas  into  the  Union 
as  a  Free  State,  by  tlie  votes  and  voice  of  her  own  peo- 
ple, and  in  conforiuity  with  the  principles  of  the  Kansas- 
Nebraska  act ;  provided  all  the  Free  State  men  will  gx) 
to  the  polls,  and  vote  their  principles  in  accordance  with 
their'professions.  If  such  is  not  the  result  let  the  conse- 
quences be  visited  upon  the  heads  of  those  whose  policy 
it  is  to  produce  strife,  anarchy  and  bloodshed  in  Kansas, 
that  their  jiarty  may  profit  by  Slavery  agitation  in  the 
Northern  States  of  this  Union.  That  the  Democrats  in 
Kansas  will  perform  their  duty  fearlessly  and  nobly, 
acciirding  to  the  jirinciple  they  cherish,  I  have  no  doubt, 
and  tliat  the  result  of  llie  struggle  will  be  such  as  will 
gladden  the  heart  and  strengthen  the  hopes  of  every 
friend  of  the  Union,  I  have  entire  confidence. 

The  Kansas  q  lesiion  being  settled  peacefully  and  satis- 
factorily, in  accordance  with  the  wishes  of  her  own  people, 
Slavery  agitation  sliiiiild  be  bani.-hed  from  tlie  halls  of 
Congress,  and  cease  to  Ije  an  exciting  element  in  our 
political  struggles,  dive  fair  Jilay  to  ihat  principle  of 
'self-governmeiit  which  recognizes  Mie  riglii  of  the  people 
of  each  State  and  Territory,  to  form  and  regulate  their 
own  domestic  institutions,  and  sectional  strife  will  be 
forced  to  give  jilace  to  tliat  fraternal  feeling  which 
animated  tlie  fathers  of  tbe  Ilevoluiion,  and  made  every 
citizen  of  every  State  of  this  glorious  confederacy  a  mem- 
iier  of  a  common  brotheihood. 

That  we  are  steadily  and  rapidly  approaching  that  re- 
sult, I  cannot  doubt,  lor  the  Slavery  issue  has  already 
dwindled  down  to  the  narrow  limns  covered  by  the 
||eci^ions  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  ilie  United  Mates  in  the 
Died   Scoll  case.     The   moment   that  decision  was  pro- 
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nounced,  aii^l  before  the  opinions  of  the  Court  coiilJ  l>e 
publi^llcll  iinil  rtraJ  by  tlie  people,  llie  newspaper  press  in 
the  lulercsl  of  u  powerful  polliiciil  parly  l"  Hii*  country, 
began  to  pour  toitli  torrents  of  ubuse  iind  inisrepreseiita- 
tiuus,  not  only  upon  the  decision,  but  upon  llie  cliarucltr 
and  motives  of  the  venerable  Chief  Justice  iind  his  illus- 
trious associates  on  the  bench.  The  character  of  Chief 
Justice  Taney  and  the  associate  Judges  who  concurred 
with  hnu,  rciplire  no  eulo^'y — no  vimlication  from  nie. 
Tliey  arc  enileared  lo  the  people  of  the  United  States  liy 
their  eiuiiieiil  public  services— venerated  for  their  (jreat 
leaniing,  wisdom  and  experience — and  beloved  for  the 
spuiless  puniy  of  their  cliaracters  and  llieir  exemplary 
lives.  Tile  p.iisonous  shafU  of  partisan  malice  will  lull 
hanuless  at  iheir  feet,  wliile  their  judicial  decisions  will 
Ktand  ill  nil  future  time,  u  proud  tnouument  to  their  great- 
ness, the  admiration  of  the  good  and  wise,  and  a  rebuke 
to  the  p.irtisuns  of  faciloii  and  lawless  violence.  If, 
uofortunaiely,  any  considerable  portion  of  the  people  of 
the  United  Siates  sli.ill  so  far  lorget  their  obligations  to 
society  as  to  allow  |)arti».An  leaders  lo  array  them  in 
Yioleiit  re.-lstaiice  to  the  liiial  decision  of  the  highest 
judicial  tribunal  on  earth,  it  will  become  the  duty  of  all 
the  friends  of  order  and  constitutional  government,  with- 
out reference  to  past  political  diffciciices,  to  organize 
themselves  ami  marshal  their  furces  under  the  glorious 
banner  of  the  Union,  in  vinilication  of  the  Constitution 
Hiiii  ilie  supremacy  of  the  laws  over  the  advocates  of 
faction  uiiil  llie  champions  of  violence.  To  preserve  the 
Constitution  inviolate,  and  vindicate  the  supremacy  of 
the  laws,  is  tlie  first  and  highest  duly  of  every  citilen  of  a 
free  Uepublic.  The  peculiar  merit  of  our  form  of  govern- 
lueiii  over  all  others,  consists  in  tlie  fact  that  the  law^, 
instead  ot  the  arbitrary  will  of  a  hereditary  prince,  pre- 
scribes, defines  and  protects  all  our  ri,i,'lits.  In  this 
country  the  law  is  the  will  of  the  people,  embodied  anil 
expressed  according  to  the  forms  of  the  Constitution. 
The  Courts  are  the  tribunals  prescribed  by  the  Constitu- 
tion, ami  created  by  the  authority  of  the  people  to  dcter- 
luiiie,  expouml  and  enforce  tlie  law.  Hence,  whoever 
resists  llie  tiiial  liecision  of  the  highest  judicial  tribunal, 
anils  a  deadly  bluw  to  our  whole  republican  system  of 
governiueul — a  blow  wnicii,  if  »ucces^ful,  would  place  all 
our  rigiits  and  liberties  ai  tne  mercy  of  passion,  anarchy 
and  violence.  1  repeat,  therefore,  that  if  resistance  to 
the  decisions  of  the  supreme  Court  of  the  United  States, 
In  a  matter  like  tlie  points  decided  in  theOred  Scottcase, 
cleaily  within  their  jurisdiction  as  detined  by  the  Con- 
stitution, c'hall  be  forced  upon  the  country  as  a  political 
issue,  it  will  become  a  di.-linci  and  naked  issue  between 
liie  friends  and  the  enemies  of  toe  Constitution — the 
friends  and  tlie  enemies  of  the  supremacy  of  tlie  laws. 

THK  DRED  SCOTT  DECISIO.V. 

The  case  of  Dred  Scott  was  an  action  of  trespass,  Ti  et 
ariiiU,  in  the  Circuit  Court  of  the  United  Slates  for  the 
Distiict  of  .Missouri,  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  his 
claim  to  be  a  f.ee  man,  and  was  taken  by  writ  of  error 
on  the  apphcation  of  Scott  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
United  States,  where  the  final   decision  was  ]>ronounced 
by  thief    Justice   Taney.     The  facts  of  the    case  were 
agreed  upon  and  admitted  to   be   true  by  both  parties, 
und  were  in  substance,  that  Ured  Scott  was  a  negro  slave 
In  .Missouri,  that  he   went  with   his   master,  who  was  an 
officer  in  the  army,  to   Koil  .Vrnistrong,  on  Itock  Island, 
and  thence  to  Fort  Snelling  on  the  west  bank  of  the  .Mis- 
sissippi Kiver,  and  within  tlie  country  covered  by  the  act 
of  Con(.'ress  known  as  the  Missouri  Coini>roiiiise  :  and  then 
he  reaccompanied  his   master  to  the  Stale  of  .Missouri, 
where  he  has  since  remained  a  slave.      Upon  this  state- 
luetit  of  facts  two  important  and  material  questions  arose, 
besides  several  incidental  and  minor  ones,  which  it  was 
incuiiibent  upon  the  Court  to  take  notice  of  and  decide. 
The  Court  did  not  attempt  to  avoid  responsibility  by  dis- 
posing of  the  case  upon  technical  po.nts  without  touch- 
ing the  merits,  nor  did  they  go  out  of  their  way  lo  decide 
quest. ons  not  properly  before  them  and  directly  present- 
ed by  the  record.     Like  honest  and  conscientious  judges, 
as  they  are,  they  met  and  decided  each  poinl  as  it  arose, 
and  faithfully  performed  their  whole  duty  and   nothing 
but  their   duty   to   the    country  by  determining   all    the 
questions  in  the  case,  and  nothing  bul  what  wxs  essen- 
tial lo  tlie  decision  of  the  case  upon  its  merits.     The  State 
Courts  of  .Nllssouri  had  decided  against   Dred  Scott,  and 
decl.i.ed  him  and   his   child.en   slaves,  and  the  Circuit 
Court  of  the  United  States  for  the  district  of   .Missouri 
had  decided  the  same  thing  in  this  very  case  wliich  had 
thus  been  removed  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States  by  Scott,  wiih  the  hope  of  reversing  the  decision 
of  the  Circuit  Court  and  securing  his  freedom.     If  the 
Sup.  e;iie  Court  had  dism.ssed   the  writ  of  error  for  want 
uf  Jur  sd.ction,  without  first  exatuining  into  and  deciding 


the  merits  of  the  case,  as  they  are  now  denounced  and 
abused  for  not  having  dune,  the  result  would  have  been 
to  remand  Ured  Scott  and  his  children  to  perpetual 
Slavery  under  the  decisions  which  had  already  been 
pronounced  by  the  Supreme  Court  of  .Missouri,  as  well 
as  by  the  Circuit  Court  of  the  United  Males,  without 
obtaining  a  decision  on  the  merits  of  his  case  by  the  Su- 
preme Court  of  the  United  States.  Suppose  Chief  Jus- 
tice Taney  and  his  associates  had  thus  remanded  lire' 
Scott  and  his  children  back  to  Slavery  on  a  plea  L 
abatement  or  any  mere  technical  point,  not  touching  tli> 
merits  of  the  question,  and  without  deciding  wlieihe: 
under  the  Constitution  and  laws  as  applied  to  the  facts  of 
the  case  Ured  Scott  was  a  free  man  or  u  slave,  would  they 
not  have  been  denounced  with  increased  virulence  and 
bitterness  on  the  charge  of  having  remanded  Died 
Scott  lo  perpetual  Slavery  without  first  examining  the 
merits  of  his  case  and  ascertaining  whether  he  was  k 
slave  or  not? 

If  the  case  had  been  disposed  of  In  that  way,  who  can 
doubt  that  such  would  have  been  the  character  of  the  de- 
nunciations which  would  have  been  hurled  upon  the 
ilevoted  heads  of  those  illustrious  Judges  wilh  much 
more  plausibility  and  show  of  fairness  tliiiii  they  are  now 
denounced  for  having  decided  the  case  fairly  and  liou- 
eslly  upon  its  nieritsl' 

llie  material  and  controUinff  points  of  the  case— those 
which  have  been  made  the  sulject  of  unmeasured  abuse 
and  denunciation — may  be  thus  staled  : 

1.  The  Court  decided  that  under  the  Constitution  of  tlie 
United  States  a  negro  descended  from  slave  parents  is 
not  and  cannot  be  a  citizen  of  the  United  Siaies. 

2.  That  the  act  of  the  Cth  of  Maich,  ls20.  commonly 
called  the  Missouri  Compromise  act,  was  unconstilulional 
and  void  before  it  was  repealed  by  the  Nebraska  act,  and 
consequently  did  not  and  could  not  have  the  legal  elTect 
of  extinguishing  a  master's  right  to  his  slave  in  that 
Territory.  While  the  riglit  continues  in  full  force  under 
the  guaranty  of  the  Constitution,  and  cannot  be  divested 
or  aiieiiaied  by  an  act  of  Congress,  it  necessarily  remains 
a  barren  and  a  worthless  rig  .t,  unless  sustained,  pro- 
tecteil  and  enforced  by  appropriate  police  regulations  and 
local  legislation,  prescribing  ade(|uate  remedies  for  its 
viulatioii.  These  regulations  and  remedies  must  necessa- 
rily depend  entirely  u)>on  the  will  and  wishes  of  the 
people  of  the  Territory,  as  they  can  only  be  prescribed  by 
tne  local  Legislaiures.  Hence  the  great  principle  of 
popular  sovereignly  and  selfgoverniiieiit  is  sustained 
and  firmly  established  by  the  aulhoriiy  of  this  decision. 
Thus  it  appeai-s  that  the  only  sin  involved  in  the  passage 
of  the  Kansas-Nebraska  act  consists  in  the  fact  ol  having 
removed  irom  the  slalute-book  an  act  of  Congress  which 
was  unauthorized  by  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  and  void,  because  passed  without  constitutional 
authority,  and  constituted  in  lieu  of  it  the  great  funda- 
mental principle  of  self-government,  which  recognizes  the 
rights  of  the  people  of  such  State  und  Territory  to  control 
their  own  domestic  concerns. 

1  will  direct  attention  to  the  question  Involved  In  the 
first  proposiiion,  to  wit  :  That  the  negro  is  not  and  can- 
not be  a  citizen  of  the  United  Stales. 

We  are  lidd  by  a  certain  political  organization  that 
that  decision  is  cruel— Is  inhuman  and  infamous,  and 
should  neiiher  be  respected  nor  obeyed.  Wliat  is  the 
objection  to  that  decision?  Simply  that  the  negro  is  not 
a  cilizeii.  What  is  tlie  object  of  making  him  a  citizen  ? 
Uf  course  to  give  him  the  rights,  privileges  and  iniinuni- 
lies  of  a  citizen,  it  being  the  great  funilamenlal  law  in 
our  Uoveriiiueni,  tbat  under  the  law,  citizens  are  equal  in 
their  rights  ami  privileges.  It  is  said  to  bi  inliuiiian — lo 
be  liifaiiiou< — lo  deprive  an  African  negro  of  these  privi- 
leges of  ciiiz.-ii-hip,  which  would  put  hnu  on  an  equaliiy 
with  the  other  cilizeiis  of  the  country 

Now,  let  me  ask  my  fellow-citizens,  are  you  prepared  to 
resist  the  constituted  authorities  of  this  country,  in  order 
to  secure  citizenship,  and,  through  citizenship,  eijuality 
with  the  white  man.  (Voices,  "  No  1  no  !"i  If  you  are,  you 
must  reverse  the  whole  policy  of  this  Stale — the  organic  la'T 
of  our  own  Slate.  In  order  to  carry  out  that  principle  of 
.negro  citizenship  ami  negro  equality  under  the  law,  you 
must  not  only  reverse  the  organic  law  in  our  own  State, 
but  of  every  other  State  In  this  Union.  Hut  you  have  not 
accomplished  it  then  ;  you  must  make  furious  war  upon 
tlie  sUveholding  States.to  compel  them  to  emancipate  and 
set  at  liberty  their  three  millions  of  slaves.  When  that 
shall  be  done,  before  you  have  secured  that  great  princi- 
ple of  eipiality  to  the'  son  of  Africa,  you  must  strike  out 
of'the  constitution  of  Illinois  that  provUlon  which  prevents 
a  negro,  whether  free  or  slave,  from  crossing  the  Ohio  or 
the  Mississippi,  and  coming  into  Illinois  to  reside.  When 
you  shall  have  made  that  change  in  our  organic  law,  and 
turned  loose  all  the  Africans  that  may  clioosu  to  come 
from  the  slaveholduig  Slates  to  settle  upon  our  prairies, 
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and  turn  Illinois  into  a  negro  colony,  rather  than  hito  a 
State  of  white  men,  still  you  have  not  secured  to  the  negro 
the  rights  of  citizenship  on  an  equality  with  the  white  mari. 
You  must  then  strike  the  word  "  white"  out  of  the  consti- 
tution of  our  own  State,  and  allow  the  negro  to  come  to 
our  polls  and  vote  on  an  equality  with  yourselves.  You 
must  also  cliange  the  Constitution  in  that  respect  that  de- 
clares, that  a  negro  shall  not  be  eligible  to  office,  and  de- 
clare that  a  negro  shall  be  eligible  to  your  Legislature,  to 
the  bar,  bench,  and  gubernatorial  chair.  And  still  you 
have  not  readied  that  point  to  which  we  are  told  we  must 
go,  of  placing  the  negro  on  an  equality  with  other  citizens. 
You  must  aiiuiit  hinr  to  the  jury-box,  and  license  him  by 
law  to  marry  a  white  woman.  And  then  you  will  have 
secured  nearly  all  the  privileges  that  the  decision  of  the 
Supreme  Court  has  denied  him.     (Applause.) 

I  submit  to  you,  fellow-citizens,  whether  any  man  can 
pronounce  the  decision  inhuman  and  infamous,  without 
resorting  to  that  great  principle,  which,  carried  out, 
puts  the  negro  on  an  equality  with  other  citizens.  But 
listen  to  the  speeches  of  any  one  of  those  who  sympathize 
so  much  with  the  poor  African  that  they  are  not  w-illing  to 
allow  him  to  occupy  an  inferior  position,  and  you  will  find 
that  they  all  adhere  to  the  position  of  negro  equahty.  For 
instance,  did  you  ever  hear  any  of  them  make  a  public 
speech  in  which  he  did  not  quote  the  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence, tluit  "  we  hold  all  men  are  born  free  and  equal," 
and  then  appeal  to  you  to  know  whether  Slavery  could  be 
justified  or  palliated  by  any  man  who  believed  in  the  De- 
claration of  Independence.  Do  they  not  argue  that  by 
this  instrument  negroes  were  declared  to  be  born  equal  to 
white  men ;  and  hence,  any  man  who  is  opposed  to  carry- 
ing out  that  great  dear  principle  of  theirs,  of  negro 
equality  with  the  white  man,  is  opposed  to  the  Declaration 
of  Independence. 

Now,  my  friends,  permit  me  to  reply  to  this  assumption, 
that  the  Declaration  of  Independence  declared  the  negro 
to  be  equal  with  white  men,  by  a  few  liistorical  facts  re- 
corded in  our  school-books,  and  familiar  to  our  children. 
By  reference  to  the  History  of  the  United  States,  you  will 
find  that  on  the  Fourth  of  July,  1776,  when  the  Declara- 
tion of  Independence  was  put  forth,  the  thirteen  colonies 
were  then,  each  and  all  of  them,  slaveholding  colonies. 
Each  signer  of  the  Declaration,  without  an  exception,  re- 
presented a  slaveholding  constituency.  Every  battle  of 
the  Revolutionary  War,  from  Lexington  and  Bunker  Hill 
to  King's  Mountain  and  Yorktown,  was  fought  in  a  slave- 
holding  constituency.  The  treaty  of  peace  with  Great 
Britain  which  acknowledged  our  independence,  was  made 
on  the  part  of  Great  Britain  on  the  one  side  and  the  thir- 
teen original  slaveholding  States  on  the  other.  Passing 
from  that  to  the  formation  of  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  you  will  find  that  instrument  was  framed, 
and  adopted,  and  put  into  operation  with  the  immortal 
Washington  at  the  head,  by  twelve  slaveholding  States 
and  one  freo  State,  or  one  State  about  to  become  free.  In 
view  of  these  facts,  I  submit  to  you  whether  any  sane  man 
can  assert  that  the  founders  of  our  institutions  intended  to 
put  the  negro  and  the  white  man  on  an  equality  in  the  sys- 
tem of  government  which  they  adopted?  If  the  signers  of  the 
Declaration  had  intended  to  declare  the  negro  equal  to  the 
white  man,  would  not  they,  on  that  very  da.v,  have  abolished 
Slavery  in  ever.v  one  of  the  States  of  the  Union  in  order  to 
have  conformed  to  that  Declaration  ?  If  any  one  of  these 
States  had  thus  understood  tlie  Declaration  of  Indepen- 
dence, would  not  that  Slate  then  immediately  have  abol- 
ished Slavery,  and  put  the  negro  on  an  equality  with  the 
white  man  in  conformity  with  tiiat  Declaration?  Did  they 
do  so?  I  have  already  shown  you  that  no  one  of  those 
States  abolished  Slavery  during  the  whole  period  of  the 
Revolutionary  war.  I  have  already  stated,  and  I  challenge 
contradiction,  that  to  this  day  no  one  of  them  has  put 
the  negro  on  an  equality  with  the  white  man  in  all  the 
laws  touching  on  the  relations  of  life.  And  yet,  if  they 
honestly  believed  the  Declaration  of  Independence  meant 
negroes  as  well  as  white  men,  they  were  bound  to  advocate 
every  law  so  as  to  carry  out  their  principle.  Their  posi- 
tion on  this  subject  would  charge  the  signers  of  that  De- 
claration with  hypocrisy  in  making  it  to  the  world,  and 
going  on  to  fight  battles  on  the  principle  thus  asserted. 
But  no  vindication  is  needed  from  me  of  those  immortal 
men  who  drafted,  and  signed,  and  proclaimed  to  the  world 
the  Declaration  of  Independence.  They  did  what  they 
professed.  They  had  reference  to  the  white  man,  and  to 
him  only,  when  they  declared  all  men  were  created  equal. 
They  were  in  a  struggle  with  Great.  Britain.  The  principle 
they  were  asserting  was  that  a  British  subject,  born  on 
American  soil  was  equal  to  a  British  subject  born  in  Eng- 
land— that  a  British  subject  here  was  entitled  to  all  the 
rights,  and  privileges,  and  immunities,  under  the  British 
Constitution,  that  a  British  subject  in  England  enjoyed  ; 
that  their  rights  were  inalienable,  and  hence  that  Parlia- 
ment, whose  power  was  omuipotcut,  bad  no  power  to 


alienate  them.  They  did  not  mean  the  negroes  and  In- 
dians— they  did  not  say  we  white  men  and  negroes  were 
born  equal ;  but  they  were  speaking  ol  the  race  of  people 
who  colonized  America,  who  ruled  America,  and  who  were 
declaring  the  liberties  of  Americans,  when  they  proclaime<l 
the  self-evident  truth  that  those  men  were  born  free  and 
equal.  And  if  you  will  examine  the  journal  of  the  Conti- 
nental Congress  you  will  find  this  great  principle  carried 
out.  No  one  of  the  colonies  would  then  consent  to  the  De- 
claration of  Independence  until  they  had  placed  on  the 
record  the  express  reservation,  that  each  colony  reserved 
and  retained  to  itself  the  sole  and  exclusive  right  of  regu- 
lating its  own  domestic  concerns  and  police  regulations. 
It  was  made  a  fundamental  condition  of  the  Declaration, 
that  this  right  should  be  forever  reserved  beyond  the 
power  of  Congress  or  other  Confederation  or  power  on 
earth,  except  the  free  will  of  their  own  people.  The  arti- 
cles of  confederation  were  based  upon  the  same  great  fun- 
damental principle,  and  the  Constitution  of  the  Unitefl 
States  was  adopted  for  the  purpose  of  preserving  and  car- 
rying into  effect  the  same  grand  principle  that  made  us 
one  people  for  one  specified  oDject,  but  reserved  to  each 
State  and  each  locality  the  sole  and  exclusive  privilege  of 
managing  its  own  domestic  concerns. 

At  that  day  the  negro  was  looked  upon  as  a  being  of  an 
infer. or  race.  All  history  had  proved  that  in  no  part  of 
the  world,  or  of  the  world's  history,  had  the  negro  ever 
sliown  himself  capable  of  self-government,  and  it  was  not 
the  intention  of  the  founders  of  this  Government  to 
violate  that  great  law  of  God,  which  made  the  distinction 
between  the  white  and  the  black  man.  That  distinction  is 
plain  and  palpable,  and  it  has  been  the  rule  of  civilization 
and  of  Clu'istianity  the  world  over,  that  whenever  any 
one  man,  or  set  of  men,  were  incapable  of  taking  care  of 
themselves,  they  should  consent  to  be  governed  by  those 
wlio  were  capable  of  managing  their  affairs  for  them.  It 
is  on  that  principle  that  your  courts  of  justice  appoint 
guardians  to  take  charge  of  the  idiot,  the  lunatic,  the 
insane,  blind,  dumb,  the  unfortunate,  whatever  may  be  his 
condition.  And  if  history  had  proved  that  tlie  negro  race, 
as  a  race,  were  incapable  of  self-government,  it  was  not 
only  the  right  but  the  duty  of  those  who  were  capable  to 
provide  for  them.  It  did  not  necessarily  follow  that  they 
were  to  be  reduced  to  Slavery.  The  true  principle  is  that 
the  inferior  race  should  be  allowed  to  enjoy  all  their 
rights,  which  their  nature  is  capable  of  exercising  and 
enjoying,  consistently  with  the  good  of  society.  I  would 
not  advocate  that  the  negro  should  be  treated  harshly  or 
unkindly.  Far  from  it.  I  would  extend  and  secure  to 
him  every  right,  privilege  and  immunity  he  was  capable 
of  enjoying  consistent  with  the  highest  welfare  of  society. 
The  Constitution  is  founded  on  that  great  principle,  and 
leaves  to  each  State,  as  the  articles  of  confederation  did 
to  each  colony,  the  right  to  determine  for  itself  wliat 
these  principles  were,  and  the  extent  of  them,  in  ordt-r 
that  they  might  adopt  their  laws  to  their  actual  condition. 
Under  that  great  provision,  Illinois  has  chosen  to  say, 
that  the  negro  shall  not  come  here  to  reside — that  a  negro 
shall  not  vote — shall  not  hold  ofiice — shall  not  serve  in  the 
jury-box — shall  not  marry  white  women — and  I  tliink 
that  the  Constitution  of  Illinois  is  wisely  framed  as  to  this 
provision.  On  tlie  other  hand,  Kentucky  goes  furtlier, 
and  deprives  the  negro  of  his  right  over  his  person. 
Kentucky,  under  the  Constitution,  had  a  right  to  make 
that  provision.  We  have  no  right  to  complain  of  her, 
nor  can  she  complain  of  us.  Each  has  the  right  to  do  as 
it  pleases,  and  each  must  mind  its  own  business  and  not 
interfere  with  its  neighbor's  concerns.     (Applause.) 

Our  fathers,  when  they  framed  this  Governiiieiit,  had 
witnessed  the  sad  and  melancholy  results  of  the  mixture 
of  the  races  in  Mexico,  South  America  and  Central 
America,  where  the  Spanish,  from  motives  of  policy,  had 
admitted  the  negro  and  other  inferior  races  to  citizenship, 
and,  consequently,  to  political  and  social  amalgamation. 
The  demoralization  and  degradation  which  prevailed  in 
the  Spanish  and  French  colonies,  where  no  distinctions  on 
account  of  color  or  race  were  tolerated,  operated  as  a 
warning  to  our  revolutionary  fathers  to  preserve  the 
purity  of  the  white  race,  and  to  establish  their  political, 
social  and  domestic  institutions  upon  such  a  basis  as 
would  forever  exclude  the  idea  of  negro  citizenship  and 
negro  equality.     (Applause.) 

They  understood  that  great  natural  law  which  declares 
that  amalgamation  between  superior  and  inferior  races 
brings  their  posterity  down  to  tlie  lower  level  of  the  infe- 
rior, but  never  elevates  them  to  the  high  level  of  the  su- 
perior race.  I  appeal  to  each  of  those  gallant  young 
men  before  me,  who  won  immortal  glory  on  the  bloody 
fields  of  Mexico,  in  vindication  of  their  country's  right 
and  honor,  whether  their  information  and  observation  in 
that  country  does  not  fully  sustain  the  truth  of  the  pro- 
position that  amalgamation  is  degradation,  demoraliza- 
tion, disease  and  death?    Is  it  true  that  the  negro  is  our 
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equal  and  our  brother?  The  history  of  the  tunes  clearly 
show  that  oui-  father.*  dJa  not  regard  the  African  race  as 
any  kin  tollimi.  anii  ilelerruined  so  to  lay  the  touiidaJioii 
of  society  and  (•oveinmeiit  that  they  should  never  be  of 
kin  to  their  pustcrily.     (luuiiense  apfilause.) 

But,  when  you  confer  upon  ttie  African  race  the  privi- 
leges of  citizenship,  and  pul  theui  on  an  equality  with 
white  men  at  the  polls,  in  tlje  jury-box,  on  the  bench,  in 
the  Executive  chair,  and  in  the  councils  of  the  nation, 
upon  what  principle  will  you  deny  their  equality  at  the 
festive  board  and  in  the  domestic  circle  ? 

The  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  have  decideii 
that,  under  the  Constitution,  a  negro  is  not  and  cannot 
be  a  citizen. 

Tiie  Republican  Abolition  party  pronounce  that  decision 
cruel,  inhuman  and  infamous,  and  api>eal  to  the  Ameri- 
can people  to  disregard  and  refuse  to  obey  it.  Let  us 
join  issue  with  them,  and  put  ourselves  upon  the  country 
for  trial.     (Cheers  aud  applause.) 

CONDITION    OF   AFFAIRS    IN    UTAH,    AND    TIIE 
KKMEDY. 

Mr.  President,  I  will  now  respond  to  the  call  which  has 
been  made  upon  me  for  my  opinions  of  the  condition  of 
things  in  Utah,  and  the  appropriate  remedies  for  existing 
evils. 

The  Territory  of  Utah  was  organized  under  one  of  the 
acts  known  as  the  Coniprotnise  Measures  of  ISoO,  on  the 
supposition  that  the  inhabitants  were  American  citizeiis, 
owing  and  acknowledging  allegiance  to  the  United  States, 
and  consequently  entitled  to  the  benefits  of  self-govern- 
ment while  a  Territory,  and  to  admission  in  the  Union 
on  an  equal  footing  with  the  original  States,  as  soon  as 
they  should  number  the  requisite  population.  It  was 
concedeii  on  all  hands,  and  by  all  panics,  that  the  pecu- 
liarities of  their  religious  faith  and  ceremonies  interposed 
no  valid  and  constitutional  objection  to  their  reception 
into  the  Union,  in  conformity  with  the  Federal  Constitu- 
tion, so  long  as  they  were  in  all  other  respects  entitled  to 
admission.  Hence,  the  great  political  parties  of  the 
country  indorsed  and  approved  the  Compromise  Mea- 
sures of  ISoO,  including  the  act  for  the  organization  of  the 
Territory  of  Utah,  with  the  hope  and  in  the  confidence 
that  the  inhabitants  would  conform  to  the  Constitution 
and  laws,  and  prove  themselves  worthj',  respectable  and 
law-abiding  citizens.  If  we  are  permitted  to  place  cre- 
dence in  the  rumors  and  reports  from  that  country  (and 
it  must  be  admitted  that  they  have  increased  and 
strengthened  and  assumed  consistency  and  plausibility  by 
each  successive  mail),  seven  years'  experience  has  liis- 
closed  a  state  of  facts  entirely  different  from  that  which 
was  supposed  to  exist  when  Utah  was  organized.  These 
rumors  anil  reports  would  seem  to  justify  the  belief  that 
the  following  facts  are  susceptible  of  proof. 

1.  That  nine-tenths  of  the  inhabitants  are  aliens  by 
birth,  who  have  refused  to  become  naturalized,  or  to 
take  the  oath  of  allegiance,  or  to  do  any  other  act  recog- 
nizing the  Government  of  the  United  States  as  the  para- 
mount authority  in  that  Territory. 

2.  That  all  the  inhabitants,  whether  native  or  alien 
born,  known  as  .Mormons,  (and  they  constitute  the  whole 
people  of  the  Territory),  are  bound  by  horrid  oaths  aud 
terrible  penalties,  to  recognize  and  maintain  the  autho- 
rity of  Brigham  Young,  and  the  government  of  which  he 
is  the  head,  as  paramount  to  that  of  the  United  States, 
in  civil  as  well  as  in  religious  alfairs  ;  and  that  they  will, 
in  due  time,  and  under  the  direction  of  their  leaders, 
use  all  means  in  their  power  to  subvert  the  government 
of  the  United  States,  and  resist  its  authority. 

3.  That  the  .Mormon government,  with  Brigham  Young 
at  its  head,  is  now  forming  alliance  with  Indian  tribes 
in  Utah  and  adjoining  territories — stimulating  the  In- 
dians to  acts  of  hostility— and  organizing  bands  of  his 
own  followers  under  the  name  of  "Daniles,  or  Destroy- 
ing Angels,"  to  prosecute  a  system  of  robbery  and 
niiirders  upon  American  citizens,  who  support  the 
authority  of  the  United  States,  and  denounce  the  in- 
famous and  disgusting  practices  and  institutions  of  the 
Jlormon  Government. 

If,  upon  a  full  investigation,  these  representations 
shall  prove  true,  they  will  establish  the  fact  that  the 
Mormon  inhabitants  of  Utah,  as  a  community,  are  out- 
Jaws  and  alien  enemies,  unfit  to  exercise  ttie  right  of 
self-government  under  the  organic  act,  and  unworthy  to 
be  adiniiied  into  the  Union  as  a  State,  when  their  only 
object  in  seeking  admission  is  to  interpose  the  sov- 
ereignty of  the  State,  as  an  invincible  shield*  to  protect 
them  in  their  treason  and  crime,  debauchery  and  in- 
famy.    (.\pplause. ) 

Under  th;s  view  of  the  subject,  I  think  it  is  the  duty 
of  tiie  President,  as  I  have  no  doubt  it  is  his  fixetl  i)ur- 
pose   to  remove  Brigham   Young  and  all  his  folloiverj 


from  oBice,  and  to  till  their  places  with  bold,  able,  and 
true  men,  and  to  cause  a  thorough  and  searching  inves- 
tigation into  all  the  c.  imes  and  enormities  which  are 
alleged  to  he  perpetrated  daily  in  that  Territory,  under 
the  direction  of  Brigham  Voung  and  his  confederates 
and  to  use  all  the  military  force  necessary  to  protect 
the  oHicers  in  the  discharge  of  their  dut.es,  and  to  en- 
force the  laws  of  the  l.md.     (.\pplause.) 

AVhen  the  authentic  evidence  shall  arrive,  if  it  sliall 
establish  the  facts  which  are  believed  to  exist,  it  w  ill  be- 
come the  duty  of  Congress  to  apply  the  knife  and  cut 
out  this  loathsome,  disgusting  ulcer.  i.Apidause.)  No 
temporizing  policy— no  halfway  measures  wU  then  an- 
swer. It  has  been  supposed  by  those  who  have  not 
thought  dee|)ly  upon  the  subject,  that  an  act  of  Con- 
gress prohibiting  murder,  robbe.y,  ijolygamy,  and  other 
crimes,  with  apiHopriate  penalties  for  tho^e  oUeuces, 
would  afford  adequate  remedies  for  all  the  enoruMiies 
complained  of.  Suppose  sucn  a  law  to  be  on  the  sta- 
tute book,  and  I  believe  they  have  a  criminal  code,  ]no- 
viding  the  usual  iiunishment  for  the  entire  catalogue  of 
crimes,  according  to  the  usages  of  all  civilized  and 
Christian  countries,  with  the  excejition  of  poly{;amy, 
which  is  practised  under  the  sanction  of  the  -Mormon 
Church,  but  is  neither  prohibited  nor  authorized  by  the 
laws  of  the  Territory. 

Suppose,  I  repeat,  that  Congress  should  pass  a  law 
prescribing  a  criminal  code,  and  punishing  polygamy 
among  other  offences,  what  other  effect  would  it  iiave— 
what  good  would  it  do  ?  Would  you  call  on  twenty-three 
grand  jurymen,  with  twenty-three  wives  each,  to  find  a 
bill  of  indictment  against  a  poor  miserable  wretch  for 
having  two  wives  ?  (.Cheers  and  laughter.)  Would  you 
call  upon  twelve  petit  jurors,  with  twelve  wives 
each,  to  convict  the  same  loathsome  wretch  for  having 
two  wives?  (^Continued  applause.)  Would  you  e.xpect 
a  grand  jury  composed  of  twenty-three  "Daiiites"  to 
find  a  bill  of  indictment  against  a  bi  other  "  Danite  "  for 
having  murdereii  a  Gentile,  as  they  call  all  Ameiican 
citizens,  under  their  direction?  Jluch  less  would  you 
expect  a  jury  of  twelve  "  destroying  angels"  to  find 
another  "destroying  angel"  guilty  of  the  crime  of  mur- 
der, and  cause  him  to  be  hanged  for  no  other  oUtnce 
than  taking  the  life  of  a  Gentile?  No!  If  there  is  any 
truth  in  the  reports  we  receive  from  Utah,  Congress  may 
pass  whatever  laws  it  chooses  ;  but  you  can  never  rely 
upon  the  local  tribunals  and  juries  to  jjunish  crimes  com- 
mitted by  Mormons  in  that  Tenilory.  Some  other  and 
more  effectual  remedy  must  be  devised  and  applied.  In 
my  opinion,  the  first  step  should  be  tlie  absolute  and 
uneoudiiional  rei)eal  of  the  organic  act — blotting  the 
Territorial  Government  out  of  existence  —  upon  the 
ground  that  they  are  outlaws,  denying  their  allegiance 
and  defying  the  authorities  of  the  United  States.  Um- 
mense  applause.) 

The  Territorial  Government  once  abolished,  the  coun- 
try would  revert  to  its  primitive  condition  prior  to  the 
act  of  1S50,  "  under  the  sole  and  exclusive  juiisdiclion 
of  the  United  States,"  and  should  be  placed  under  the 
operation  of  the  act  of  Congress  of  tlie  30th  cf  April, 
171)0,  and  the  various  acts  supplemental  thereto  and 
amendatory  thereof,  "providing  for  the  punishment  of 
crimes  against  the  United  Stale=  within  any  fort,  arsenal 
dockyard,  magazine,   or  axy  oTiihK  pl.\ck  or  Disruicr 
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iion  of  (he  i'niied  States."  All  offenses  against  the 
provisions  of  these  acts  are  required  by  law  to  be  tried 
and  punished  by  the  United  States  Courts  in  the  Stales 
or  Territories  where  the  offenders  shall  be  "  first  .»pi'he- 
HKNDKi>  or  brought  FOR  TRUL."  Thus  it  will  be  seen 
that  under  the  plan  proposed,  BRiCiU.tH  Young  and  his 
confederates  could  be  "  api)rehended  and  brought  for 
trial,"  to  Iowa  or  Missouri,  California  or  Oregon,  or  to 
any  other  adjacent  State  or  Territory,  where  a  fair  trial 
could  be  had,  and  justice  administered  impartially — 
where  tlie  witnesses  could  be  jirotected  and  the  judg- 
ment of  the  court  could  be  can  led  into  execution,  witli- 
out  violence  or  intimidation.  I  do  not  propose  to  intro- 
duce any  new  principles  into  our  jurisprudence,  nor  to 
change  the  modes  of  proceeding  or  the  rules  of  practice 
in  our  Courts.  I  only  propose  to  place  the  district  of 
country  embraced  within  the  Territory  of  Utah  under 
the  operation  of  the  same  laws  and  rules  of  proceeding, 
that  Kansas,  Nebraska,  Minnesota  and  our  other  Terri- 
tories were  placed  befoie  they  became  organized  Terri- 
tories. The  whole  country  embraced  within  these  Terri- 
tories was  under  the  operation  of  that  same  system  of 
laws,  and  all  the  offenses  committed  within  the  same 
were  punished  in  the  manner  now  proposed,  so  long  as 
the  country  remained  "  under  the  sole  and  exclusive 
jurisdiction  of  the  United  States  ;"  but  the  moment  tJie 
country  was  organized  into  Territorial  Governments, 
w.th    legislative,   executive   and   judicial   departments. 
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it  ceased  to  be  under  the  sole  and  exclusive  jurisdiction 
of  the  L'nited  States,  within  the  rae;iuing  of  tlie  act  of 
Congress,  for  the  reason  that  it  liad  passed  under  another 
and  a.  dilTerent  jurisdiction.  Hence,  if  we  abolisii  the 
Territorial  Government  of  Utah,  preserving  all  existing 
riglits,  and  place  tlie  country  under  the  sole  and  exclusive 
jurisdiction  of  the  United  States,  ollenders  can  be  ap- 
prehended and  brought  into  the  adjacent  States  or  Ter- 
ritories for  punishment,  in  the  same  manner  and  under 
the  same  rules  and  regulations  which  obtained  and 
have  been  uniformly  practiced  under  like  circumstances 
since  1790. 

If  the  plan  proposed  shall  be  found  an  effective  and 
adequate  lemedy  for  the  evils  complained  of  in  Utah, 
no  one,  no  matter  what  his  political  creed  or  partisan 
associations,  need  be  apprehensive  that  it  will  violate 
any  cherislied  theory  or  constitutional  right  in  regard 
to  the  government  of  the  Territories.  It  is  a  great 
mistake  to  suppose  that  all  the  territory  or  land  belong- 
ing to  the  United  States  must  necessarily  be  governed 
by  the  same  laws  and  under  the  same  clause  of  the 
Consiitut'on,  without  reference  to  the  purjiose  to  which 
it  is  dedicated  or  the  use  which  it  is  proposed  to  make  of 
it ;  while  all  that  portion  of  the  country  which  is  or  shall 
be  set  apart  to  become  new  States,  must  necessarily  be 
governed  under  and  consistent  with  that  clause  of  the 
Constitution  which  authorizes  Congress  to  admit  new 
States,  it  does  not  follow  that  other  territory,  not 
intended  to  be  organized  and  admitted  into  the  Union 
as  States,  must  be  governed  under  the  same  clause  of 
the  Constitution,  with  all  the  rights  of  self-government 
and  State  equality.  For  instance,  if  we  should  purchase 
Vancouver's  Island  from  Great  Britain  for  the  purpose 
of  reuiovmg  all  tlie  Indians  fiotn  our  Pacific  territories 
and  locating  them  on  that  island  as  their  permanent 
home,  with  guaranties  that  it  should  never  be  occupied 
or  settled  with  white  men,  will  it  be  contended  that  the 
purchase  should  be  made  and  the  island  governed  under 
the  power  to  admit  new  States  when  it  was  not  acquired 
for  that  purpose,  nor  intended  to  be  applied  to  that 
oiiject?  Being  acquired  for  Indian  purposes  and  applied 
to  Indian  purposes,  it  is  not  more  reasonable  to  assume 
that  tlie  power  to  acquire  was  derived  from  the  Indian 
clause,  and  the  island  must  necessarily  be  governed  under 
and  consistent  with  that  clause  of  the  Constitution  which 
relates  to  Indian  affairs.  Again,  suppose  we  should  deem 
it  expedient  to  buy  a  small  island  in  the  .Mediterranean 
or  the  Carribean  Sea  for  a  naval  station,  can  it  be 
said  with  any  force  or  plausibilit.v  that  the  purchase 
should  be  made  or  the  io>land  governed  under  the  power 
to  admit  new  :-tate3  ?  On  the  contrary,  is  it  not  obvious 
that  the  right  to  acquh-e  and  govern  in  that  case  is  de- 
rived from  tlie  power  "  to  provide  and  maintain  a  navy," 
and  must  be  exercised  consistently  with  that  power.  So, 
if  we  purchase  land  for  forts,  arsenals,  or  other  military 
imrposes,  or  set  ai)art  and  dedicate  any  territory  which 
we  now  own  for  a  military  reservation,  it  immediately 
passes  under  the  military  power  and  must  be  governed 
in  harmony  with  it.  So  if  the  land  be  purchased  for  a 
mint,  it  must  be  governed  under  the  power  to  coin 


money ;  or,  if  purchased  for  a  post-office,  it  roust  be 
governed  under  the  jjower  to  establish  post-offices  and 
post-roads  ;  or,  for  a  custom-house,  under  the  power  to 
regulate  commerce;  or  for  a  court-house,  under  the 
judiciary  power.  In  short,  the  clause  in  the  Constitution 
under  which  any  land  or  territory  belonging  to  the 
United  States  must  be  governed,  is  indicated  by  the 
object  for  which  it  Avas  acquired  and  the  purpose  for 
which  it  is  dedicated.  So  long,  therefore,  as  the  organic 
act  of  Utah  shall  remain  in  force,  setting  apart  that 
country  for  a  nev  State,  and  pledging  the  faith  of  the 
United  States  to  receive  it  into  the  Union  as  soon  as  it 
should  have  the  requisite  population,  We  are  bound  to 
extend  to  it  all  the  rights  of  self-government,  agreeably 
to  the  clause  in  the  Constitution  providing  for  the  ad- 
mission of  new  States.  Hence  the  necessity  of  repealing 
the  organic  act — withdrawing  the  pledge  of  admission, 
and  placing  it  under  the  sole  and  exclusive  jurisdiction 
of  the  United  States,  in  order  that  persons  and  property 
may  be  protected,  and  justice  administered,  and  crimes 
punished  under  the  laws  prescribed  by  Congress  in  such 
cases. 

While  the  power  of  Congress  to  repeal  this  organic  act 
and  abolisii  the  Territorial  Government  cannot  be  denied, 
the  question  may  arise  whether  we  possess  the  moral 
right  of  exercising  the  power,  after  the  charter  has  been 
once  granted  and  the  local  government  organized  under 
its  provisions.  This  is  a  grave  question — one  which 
should  not  be  decided  hastily,  niir  under  the  influence  of 
passion  or  prejudice.  I  am  free  to  say  that  in  my  opinion 
tliere  is  no  moral  right  to  repeal  the  organic  act  of  a  Ter- 
ritory, and  abolish  the  government  organizeil  under  it, 
unless  the  inhabitants  of  that  Territory,  as  a  ciuniuunity, 
have  done  such  acts  as  amount  to  a  forfeiture  uf  all  rights 
under  it — such  as  becoming  alien  enemies,  outlaws,  dis- 
avowing their  allegiance,  or  resisting  the  authority  of 
the  United  States.  These,  and  kindred  acts,  which  we 
have  every  reason  to  believe  are  daily  perpetrated  in  thai 
Territory,  would  not  only  give  us  the  moral  right,  but. 
nialie  It  our  imperative  duty  to  abolish  the  Territorial 
Government,  and  place  the  inhabitants  under  the  sole 
and  exclusive  jurisdiction  of  the  United  Stales,  to  tiie  end 
that  justice  may  be  done  and  the  dignity  and  authority 
of  the  Government  vindicated. 

I  have  thus  presented  phiinly  and  frankly  my  views  of 
the  Utah  question — the  evils  and  the  remedy — upon  the 
facts  as  they  have  reached  us,  and  are  supposed  to  be 
substantially  correct.  If  official  reports  and  authentic 
information  sha  1  change  or  modify  these  facts,  I  shall  be 
ready  to  conform  my  notion  to  the  real  facts  as  they  shall 
be  found  to  exist.  1  liave  no  such  pride  of  opinion  as 
will  induce  me  to  peri^evere  in  an  error  one  moment  after 
my  judgment  is  convinceil.  If,  therefiu'c,  a  better  plan 
can  be  devised— one  more  consistent  with  justice  and 
sound  policy,  or  more  effective  as  a  remedy  for  acknow- 
ledged evils,  I  shall  take  great  pleasure  in  adopting  it,  in 
lieu  of  the  one  I  have  presented  to  you  to-night. 

In  conclusion,  permit  me  to  express  my  grateful  ac- 
knowledgments for  your  patient  attention  and  toe  kind  and 
respectful  manner  in  which  you  have  received  my  remarks. 
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SPEECH     OF    MR.     DOUGLAS. 


On  the  IGth  of  January,  1860,  Mr.  Douglas 
subniitted  to  tlie  United  States  Senate  the  fol- 
lowing Resolution : 

Resolved.,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  he  in- 
structed to  report  a  bill  for  the  protection  of  each  State 
and  Territor.v  of  the  Union,  again-t  invasion  by  the 
authorities  or  inhabitants  of  any  other  State  or  Territory  ; 
and  for  the  suppression  and  punishment  of  conspiracies 
or  conibiuatiMiis  in  any  State  or  Territory  witli  Intent  to 
invade,  assail,  or  molest  the  government,  iuliabitants, 
property,  or  institutions  of  any  other  State  or  Territory 
of  the  Union. 

This  Resolution,  coming  up  as  a  special  order 

on  the  'i8d  of  January, 

Mr.  Douglas  said:  Mr.  President,  on  the  25th  of  Novem- 
ber last,  tie  Governor  of  Virginia  addressed  on  official 
communicMtion  to  the  President  of  the  United  States,  in 
Ivhicli  he  said  : 


"  I  have  informaiioa  from  various  quarters,  upon  which  T 
rely,  tint  a  conspiracy  of  formidable  extent,  in  meiiis  and 
numbers,  is  formjd  io  Ohio,  I'euosylvania,  New-Yo.'k,  and 
other  Slates,  lo  rescue  John  Brown  and  his  associates,  pri- 
souers  at  Cliarlesion,  Virgiuia.  The  information  is  specilic 
enoui;h  to  be  r.-liai)l«  " 

"Places  m  iMarylaml,  Ohio,  and  Pennsylvania,  have  been 
occupied  as  depots  aiiJ  rendezvous  by  these  desperadoes,  un- 
obstructed by  guards  or  otherwise,  lo  mvade  this  Stale,  and 
we  are  kept  in  comiiuial  appreUen.siou  of  outrage  fr«k a  fire 
and  rapine.  I  apprise  you  of  these  facts  in  order  that  you 
mj,y  take  steps  lo  preserve  peace  between  the  Stales." 

To  this  communication,  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  on  the  '2Sth  of  November,  returned  a  reply,  from 
which  I  read  the  following  sentence  : 

"  I  am  at  a  loss  to  discover  any  provision  in  thf.  Constitution 
or  laws  of  the  United  Slates  which  would  auihorize  me  lo 
'take  steps  for  this  purpose.'  "  [That  is,  to  preserve  the  peace 
between  ihe  Stales.] 

Mr.  Douglas  argued  at  considerable  length,  to 

prove  that  the  Constitution  does  provide  for  the 
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protection,  by  tlic  Federal  Government,  of  each 
State  against  invasion  I'rom  any  and  all  sources, 
and  continued : 

The  question  then  remaining  is,  wliat  legislation  is 
necess;iry  aud  pruper  to  rcmier  tliis  guaranty  of  tlie 
Cuustituiion  eUectual  ?  I  presume  there  will  lie  very 
little  ditft-resice  of  opinion  that  it  will  be  nece*sary  tu 
place  the  whole  military  power  of  the  Giivtriiiiient  at  the 
disposal  of  liie  Presiilcut,  under  proper  guards  and 
restrictions  against  abuse,  to  repel  and  suppress  icvasioii 
when  the  ho^tle  force  ehall  be  actually  in  liie  field.  But, 
sir,  that  is  ni't  sutlicient.  Such  legislation  would  noi  be 
M  full  compliance  with  this  guaranty  of  the  Constitution. 
Tlie  framers  of  that  instrument  meant  more  when  they 
gave  the  guaranty.  Mark  the  diff.;reiice  in  language 
between  the  provision  for  protecting  the  United  Slates 
against  invasion  and  that  for  |)rotectiiig  the  Slates. 
_Whe!i  it  provideil  for  protecting  the  Uinted  States,  it  said 
'Congress  shall  have  power  to  •' re^ei  invasion."  When 
it  came  to  make  this  guaranty  to  the  Slates,  it  changed 
the  language,  and  said  the  United  States  shall  "■protect" 
each  of  the  Slates  against  invasion.  In  the  one  instance, 
the  duty  of  the  Government  is  to  repel  ;  in  the  other,  the 
guaranty  is  tliat  tiiey  will  protect.  In  other  words,  the 
United  States  are  not  permitted  to  wait  until  the  enemy 
shall  br  upon  your  borders;  until  the  invading  army 
Ehall  have  been  organized  and  drilled  and  phiced  in  iiiarcli 
with  a  view  to  the  invasion;  but  they  must  pass  ad  laws 
necessary  and  proper  to  insure  proiection  and  domestic 
tranquillity  to  each  Slate  and  Territory  of  this  Union 
against  invasion  or  hostilities  from  other  Slates  and  Ter- 
ritories. 

Then,  sir,  I  hold  that  it  is  not  only  necessary  to  use  the 
luiliuiry  power  when  the  actual  case  of  invasion  shall 
occur,  but  to  auihcrize  the  judicial  department  of  the 
Government  to  suppress  ail  conspiracies  and  combina- 
tions in  the  several  Mates  with  inient  to  invade  a  State, 
or  molest  or  disturb  its  government,  its  peace,  its  citizens, 
its  property  or  its  institutions.  You  must  punish  the 
conspiracy,  the  combinaiiun  with  intent  to  do  liie  act, 
and  then  you  will  suppress  it  in  advance.  There  is  no 
principle  more  familiar  to  the  legal  profession  than  that 
wherever  it  is  i)roper  to  declare  an  act  lo  be  a  crime,  it  is 
proper  to  punish  a  conspiracy  or  combination  with  intent 
to  i>crpetrate  tlie  act.  Look  ujion  your  statuie-books, 
!>id  I  presume  you  will  find  an  enactment  to  punish  the 
counter;eitiQg  of  the  coin  of  the  United  States  ;  and  then 
another  section  to  puni-h  a  man  for  having  counterieit 
coin  in  his  possession  with  intejii  to  pass  ii ;  an.l  another 
section  to  puni  h  him  for  having  the  molds  or  dies  or  in- 
struments lor  counterfeiting,  with  intent  to  use  them. 
This  is  a  familiar  principle  in  legislative  and  judicial  pro- 
ceedings. If  the  act  of  invasion  is  criminal,  the  con- 
spiracy to  invade  should  also  be  made  criminal.  If  it  he 
uulawfdi  and  illegal  to  invade  a  Srate,  and  run  off  fugi- 
tive slaves,  wiiy  not  make  it  unlawful  to  form  conspiracies 
and  combinations  in  the  several  States  with  intent  to  do 
the  a'.t?  We  have  been  told  that  a  notorious  man  wlio 
has  recently  sufl'cred  death  for  his  crimes  upon  the  gal- 
lows, boasted  in  Clevelanii,  Ohio,  in  a  public  lecture,  a 
year  ago,  that  he  had  then  a  body  of  men  employed  in 
running  away  horses  from  the  slaveholders  o!  .Missouri, 
and  pointed  to  a  livery  stable  in  Cleveland  which  was  full 
of  the  stolen  horses  at  that  time. 

I  think  it  is  wiliiin  our  competency,  and  consequently 
our  duty,  to  pass  a  lawmaking  every  conspiracy  or  com- 
bination in  any  State  or  Territory  o.  this  Union  to  invade 
another  with  intent  to  steal  or  run  away  property  of  any 
kind,  whether  it  be  negroes,  or  horses,  or  property  of  iitiy 
other  description,  into  another  Slate,  a  crime,  and  punish 
the  conspirators  by  indictment  in  the  United  States 
courts  and  confinement  in  the  prisons  and  peiiiteniiaries 
of  the  State  or  Territory  where  the  conspiracy  may  be 
formed  and  quelled.  Sir,  I  would  carry  these  provisions 
of  law  as  far  as  our  constitutional  powers  will  reach.  I 
would  make  it  a  crime  to  form  conxpiracies  with  a 
view  of  invadinfj  States  or  Territories  to  control 
electioiM,  whether  theyhe  under  the  garb  of  Emigrant 
Aid  Societies  of  yew  England  or  Blue  Lodges  of  Mis- 
souri. (Applause  in  the  galleries.)  In  otiier  words, 
this  provision  of  the  Con>tiiutions  means  more  than  the 
mere  repelling  of  an  invasion  when  the  invading  army 
shall  reach  the  border  of  a  State.  The  language  is,  it 
shall  protect  the  State  against  invasion  ;  the  meaning  of 
which  is,  to  use  the  language  of  the  preamble  to  the  Con- 
stitiition,  to  insure  lo  each  State  domestic  tranquillity 
against  external  violence.  There  can  be  no  peace,  there 
can  be  no  prosperity,  there  can  be  no  safety  in  any  com- 
munity, unless  it  is  secured  against  violence  from  abroad. 
Why,  sir,  it  has  been  a  question  seriously  mooted  in 
Europe,  whether  it  was  not  the  duty  of  togland,  a  power 
foreign  to  France,  to  pass  laws  to  punish  conspiracies  in 


England  against  the  lives  of  the  princes  of  France.  1 
shall  not  argue  the  question  of  comity  between  lureign 
States.  I  predicate  my  argument  upon  the  C'lnsiiiutiun 
by  which  we  are  governed,  and  which  we  have  sworn  to 
obey,  and  demand  that  the  Constitution  be  e.\ecuted  in 
good  faith  so  as  to  punish  and  suppress  every  combina- 
tion, every  conspiracy,  either  to  invade  a  State  or  to 
molest  its  inhabitants,  or  to  disturb  its  property,  or  to 
subvert  its  insiitulions  and  its  government.  1  believe 
this  can  be  effectually  done  by  authorizing  the  United 
Slates  courts  in  the  several  Stales  lo  take  jurisdiction  of 
tlie  offense,  and  punish  the  violation  of  the  law  with 
appropriate  punishments. 

It  cannot  be  said  that  the  time  has  not  yet  arrived  for 
such  legislation.  It  cannot  be  said  with  truth  that  the 
Harper's  Ferry  case  will  not  be  repeated,  or  is  not  in 
danger  of  repetition.  It  is  only  necessary  to  inquire  into 
the  causes  which  produced  the  Harper's  Ferry  outrage, 
and  ascertain  wiiether  those  causes  are  yet  in  active 
operation,  and  then  you  can  determine  whether  there  is 
any  ground  for  apprehension  that  that  invasion  will  be 
repeated.  Sir,  wiiai  were  the  causes  which  produced  the 
Harper's  Ferry  outrage  ?  Without  stopping  to  adduce 
evidence  in  detail,  I  have  no  hesitation  in  e.xpressing  my 
firm  and  deliberate  conviction  thai  We //ttr/»e/-'« /'er/^ 
crime  was  the  natural,  logical,  inevitable  resvltofthe 
doctrines  and  ieacliings  of  the  Itepuhlican  party,  as 
earplained  and  enforced  in  their  platform,  their  par- 
tisan pre-ses,  their  pamphlets  and  books,  and  espe- 
cially in  the  speeches  of  their  leaders  in  and  out  of 
Congress,     (.-ipplause  iu  tlie  galleries.) 

And,  sir,  inasmuch  as  the  Constitution  of  ttie  United 
States  confers  upon  Congress  the  power  coupled  with 
the  duty  of  protecting  each  State  against  external 
aggression,  and  inasmuch  as  that  includes  the  power  of 
suppressing  and  pun.sliing  consp;iacies  iu  Oiie  Mate 
against  the  institutions,  property,  people,  or  govern- 
ment if  every  other  State,  I  desire  to  carry  out  that 
power  vigorously.  Sir,  give  us  such  a  law  as  the  Con- 
stitution contemplates  and  authorizes,  and  I  will  show 
the  Senator  from  New  York  that  the:e  is  a  constitutional 
mode  of  repressing  the  '"  irrepressible  eonllict."  I  will 
open  the  prixon  doors  to  aUotc  conxpi-  iitors  agnhisl  the 
peace  or  the  liepublic  and  the  dom  siic  t,  anquiUty  of 
our  iSiates  to  select  their  cells  wherein  to  drug  out  il 
miserable  life  a\  a  punishmentfor  their  crimes  against 
Vie  peace  of  society 

Mr.  President,  the  mode  of  preserving  peace  is  plain. 
This  system  of  sectional  warfa.e  must  cease.  The  Con- 
stitution has  given  the  power,  and  ail  ne  ask  of  Congress 
is  to  give  the  means,  and  we,  by  indictments  and  con- 
victions in  the  Federal  courts  of  our  several  Stales,  will 
make  such  e.xamples  of  tlie  leaders  of  these  conspiracies 
as  will  strike  terror  into  the  hearts  of  the  others,  and 
there  will  be  an  end  of  this  crusade.  Sir,  you  must 
check  it  by  crushing  out  the  conspiracy,  the  combina- 
tion, and  then  there  can  be  safety. 

[A  special  committee  of  tlie  Senate,  of  which 
Mr.  ilason,  of  Ya.,  was  cliairman,  appointed  to 
investigate  the  Harper's  Perry  aifair,  ascertain 
the  cause  of  the  raid,  and  report  what  hiws,  if 
any,  wore  necessary  to  prevent  a  repetition, 
reported  near  the  close  of  the  session,  that 
the  committee  were  unable  to  discover  thai 
any  persons  were  either  directly  or  indirectly 
entrasfed  in  the  invasion,  other  than  John 
Brown  and  those  who  accompanied  hira  to 
ilarper's  Perry.] 

WHAT     POPULAR     SOTERKIGXTY     HAS    DONE. 

From  J//-.  Douglas''  Speech  in  tlieS-nate,  May  16, 1S60. 

But,  we  are  told  that  the  necessary  result  of  this  doc- 
trine of  non-intervention,  which,  gentlemen,  by  way  of 
throwing  ridicule  upon  it,  call  squatter  sovereignty,  is 
to  deprive  the  South  of  all  participation  in  what  they 
call  the  common  Territories  of  the  United  States.  That 
was  the  ground  on  which  the  Senator  from  Misissippi(Mr. 
Davis),  predxated  his  opposition  to  the  Compromise 
Measures  of  1*50  He  regarded  a  refusal  to  repeal  the 
.Mexican  law  as  equivalent  to  the  Wilmot  Proviso ;  a  re- 
fusal to  recognize  by  an  act  of  Congress  the  right  to 
carry  a  slave  there  as  equivalent  to  the  Wilmot  Proviso; 
a  refusal  to  deny  to  a  Territorial  Legislature  the  right  to 
exclude  Slavery  as  equivalent  to  an  exclusion.  He  be- 
lieved at  that  "time  that  this  doctrine  did  amount  to  a 
denial  of  southern  rights ;  and  he  told  the  people  of 
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Mississippi  so ;  but  they  doubted  it.  Now  let  us  see  liow 
far  his  theory  and  suppositions  have  been  verified.  I 
infer  tljat  he  told  the  people  of  Mississippi  so,  for  he 
makes  it  a  charge  in  his  bill  of  indictment  against  me, 
that  I  am  hostile  to  southern  rights  because  I  gave  those 
votes. 

Now,  what  has  been  the  result?  My  views  were 
incorporated  into  the  Compromise  Measures  of  1S50,  and 
his  were  rejected.  Has  the  South  been  excluded  fiom  all 
the  territory  acquired  from  Mexico  ?  AVhat  says  the  bill 
from  the  House  of  Representatives  now  on  your  taljle, 
repealhig  tlie  slave  code  in  New  Mexico,  established  l)y 
the  people  themselves  ?  It  in  pari  of  the  hintoiy  of  the 
countfy  that  under  this  doctrine  of  non-intervention, 
this  doctrine  that  yon  delight  to  call  squatter  .sove- 
reignty, the  people  of  Nexo  Mexico  have  introduced 
and  protected,  Slavery  in  the  whole  of  that  territory. 
Under  this  doctrine,  they  have  converted  a  tract  of 
Free  Territory  into  Slave  Territory,  more  than  fire 
times  the  size  of  the  State  of  Neic-York.  Under  this 
doctrine.  Slavery  has  been  entended  from,  the  Jiio 
Grande  to  the  Gulf  of  California,  and  from  the  line  of 
the  Republic  of  Mexico,  not  only  up  to  36deg.  30  min., 
but  up  to  3S  deg. — giving  you  a  degkee  and  a  half  mouk 

SLAVE  TKKItlTOKY  THAN    YOU    EVER  CLAIMKD.       In    1S4S    and 

1849  and  1S50,  you  only  asked  to  have  the  line  of  .3G  deg. 
30  min.  The  Nashville  convention  fixed  that  as  its  ulti- 
matum. I  offered  it  in  the  Senate  in  August,  1S4S  and  it 
was  adopted  here  but  rejected  in  the  House  of  Rejiresen- 
tatives.  You  asked  only  up  to  36  deg.  30  min.,  ajid  non- 
intervention has  given  you  Slave  Territory  up  to  3S 

deg.,    A   DKGKEE   AND     A     HALF     MORE     THAN     YOtJ    ASKED  ; 

and  yet  you  say  that  this  is  a  sacrifice  of  Southern 
rights ! 

These  are  the  fruits  of  this  princ'.ple  which  the  Sena- 


tor  from  Mississippi  regards  as  hostile  t6  the  rights  of  the 
South.  AVhere  did  you  ever  get  any  other  fruits  that 
were  more  palatable  to  your  taste  or  more  refreshing  to 
yourstreiigth?  What  other  inch  of  Free  Territory  has  been 
converted  into  Slave  Territory  on  the  American  continent, 
since  the  Revolution,  except  in  New  Mexico  and  Arizona, 
under  the  princiiile  of  non-intervention  aflirnied  at 
'  Charleston  ?  If  it  be  true  that  this  principle  of  non-inter- 
vention has  given  to  Slavery  all  New  Mexico,  which  Wiis 
surrounded  on  nea.ly  every  side  by  Free  Territory,  will 
not  tlie  same  princi;ile  protect  you  in  the  northern  states 
i  of  Mexico  when  they  are  aciiuired,  since  they  are  now  sur- 
I  rounded  by  Slave  'I'e  r.tory  ;  are  several  hundred  miles 
I  further  South  ;  have  many  degrees  of  greater  heat  ;  and 
I  Iiave  a  climate  and  soil  adapted  to  Southern  jjroducts  ? 
I  Are  you  not  satisfied  with  tliese  practical  results?  Do 
you  desire  to  appeal  from  the  people  of  the  Territories 
to  the  1  ongress  of  the  L'n.ted  States  to  settle  this  ques- 
tion in  the  Territories  ?  When  you  di.-itrust  the  j)eople 
and  appeal  to  Congress,  with  both  houses  largely  against 
you  on  this  question,  what  sort  of  protection  will  you  get  ? 
Whenever  you  ask  a  Slave  code  from  Congress  to  protect 
your  institutions  in  a  Territory  where  the  people  do  not 
want  it,  you  will  get  that  sort  of  protection  which  the 
wolf  gives  to  the  lamb  ;  you  will  get  that  soit  of  friendly 
hug  that  the  grizzly  bear  gives  to  the  infant.  Appealing 
to  an  Anti-Slavery  Congiess  to  pass  laws  of  i>rotection, 
with  a  view  of  forcing  Slavery  upon  an  unwilling  and 
hostile  people  !  Sir,  of  all  the  mad  schemes  that  ever 
could  be  devised  by  the  South,  or  by  tbe  enemies  of  tlie 
South,  that  which  recognizes  the  right  of  Congress  to 
touch  the  institution  of  Slavery  either  in  States  or  'lerri- 
tories,  beyond  the  single  case  provided  in  the  Constitu- 
tion for  the  rendition  of  fugitive  ^laves,  is  the  most 
fuial. ^Appendix  to  Congressional  Globe, page  Z\^ 


THE     IRREPRESSIBLE     CONFLICT. 


A  SPEECH  BY  WILLLVM  IL  SEWARD, 

Delivered   at    Rovhesier,  Monday,   Oct.  25,   1858. 


Fellow-citizens  :  The  unmistakable  outbreaks  of  zeal 
wliich  occur  all  around  me,  show  that  you  are  earnest  men 
— and  such  a  man  am  I.  Let  us,  therefore,  at  least  for  a 
time,  pass  by  all  secondary  and  colhiteral  questions, 
whether  of  a  personal  or  of  a  general  nature,  and  consider 
the  main  subject  of  the  present  canvass.  The  Democratic 
party,  or,  to  speak  more  accurately,  the  party  which  v/ears 
that  attractive  name,  is  in  possession  of  the  Federal  Go- 
yernment.  The  Republicans  propose  to  dislodge  that 
party,  and  dismiss  it  from  its  high  trust. 

The  main  subject,  then,  is,  whether  the  Democractic 
part.v  deserves  to  retain  the  confidence  of  the  American 
people.  In  attempting  to  prove  it  unworthy,  I  think  that 
I  am  not  actuated  by  prejudices  against  that  party,  or  by 
prepossessions  in  favor  of  its  adversary  ;  for  I  have  learned, 
by  some  experience,  that  virtue  and  patriotism,  vice  and 
selfishness,  are  found  in  all  parties,  and  that  they  diifer 
less  in  their  motives  than  in  the  policies  they  pursue. 

Our  country  is  a  theatre,  which  exhibits  in  full  opera- 
tion, two  radically  different  political  systems ;  the  one 
resting  on  the  basis  of  servile  or  slave  labor,  the  other  on 
the  basis  of  voluntary  labor  of  freemen. 

The  laborers  who  are  enslaved  are  all  negroes,  or  per- 
sons more  or  less  purely  of  African  derivation.  But  this 
is  only  accidental.  Tlie  principle  of  the  system  is,  that 
labor  in  every  society,  by  whomsoever  performed,  is  ne- 
cessarily tinintellectual,  groveling,  and  base  ;  and  that  the 
laborer,  equally  for  his  own  good  and  for  the  welfare  of 
the  State,  ought  to  be  enslaved.  The  white  laboring  man, 
whether  native  or  foreigner,  is  not  enslaved,  only  because 
he  cannot,  as  yet,  be  reduced  to  bondage. 

You  need  not  be  told  now  that  the  slave  system  is  the 
older  of  the  two,  and  that  once  it  was  universal. 

The  emancipation  of  our  own  ancestors,  Caucasians 
and  Europeans  as  they  were,  hardly  dates  beyond  a 
period  of  five  hundred  years.  The  great  melioration  of 
human  society  which  modern  times  exhibit,  is  mainly  due 
to  the  incomplete  substitution  of  the  system  of  voluntary 
labor  for  the  old  one  of  servile  labor,  which  has  already 
taken  place.  This  African  slave  system  is  one  which,  in 
its  origin  and  in  its  growth,  has  been  altogether  fori  ign 
from  the  habits  of  the  races  which  colonized  these  States, 
and  established  civilization  here.    It  was  Introduced  on 


this  new  continent  as  an  engine  of  conquest,  and  for  the 
establishment  of  monarchicnl  power,  by  the  Porlugtiese  and 
the  Spaniards,  and  was  rapidly  extended  by  tlu-m  all  over 
South  America,  Central  .-Vmerica,  Ijouisiana,  and  Mexico. 
Its  legitimate  fruits  are  seen  in  the  poverty,  imbecility,  and 
anarchy,  which  now  pervade  all  Portuguese  and  Spanish 
America.  The  free-labor  system  is  of  (jierman  extraction, 
and  it  was  establish*- 1  in  our  country  by  emigrants  from 
Sweden,  Holland,  Germany,  Great  Uritain,  and  Ireland. 
We  justly  ascribe  to  its  influences  the  strength,  wealth, 
greatness,  intelligence,  and  freedom  which  the  whole 
American  peojile  now  enjoy.  One  of  the  chief  elements  of 
the  value  of  human  life  is  freedom  in  the  imrsuit  of  happi- 
ness. The  slave  system  is  not  only  intolerant,  unjust,  and 
inhuman  toward  the  laborer,  whom,  only  because  he  is  a 
laborer,  it  loads  down  with  chains  and  converts  into  mer- 
chandise, but  is  scarcely  less  severe  upon  the  freeman,  to 
whom,  only  because  he  is  a  laborer  from  necessity,  it  de- 
nies facilities  for  employment,  and  whom  it  expels  from 
the  community  because  it  cannot  enslave  and  convert  him 
into  merchandise  also.  It  is  necessarily  improvident  and 
ruinous,  because,  as  a  general  truth,  communities  prosi>er 
and  flourish  or  droop  and  decline  in  just  the  degree  tliat 
they  practice  or  neglect  to  practice  the  jirimary  duties  of 
justice  and  humanity.  The  free-labor  system  conforms  to 
the  divine  law  of  equality,  which  is  wnitten  in  the  hearts 
and  consciences  of  men,  and  therefore  is  always  and  every- 
where beneficent. 

The  slave  system  is  one  of  constant  dange-,  distrust, 
suspicion,  and  watchfulness  It  debases  those  whose 
toil  alone  can  produce  wealth  and  resources  for  defense, 
to  the  lowest  degree  of  which  human  nature  is  capable, 
to  guard  against  mutiny  and  insurrection,  and  thus 
wastes  energies  which  otherwise  might  be  employed  in 
national  development  and  aggrandizement. 

The  free-labor  system  educates  all  alike,  and  by  open- 
ing all  the  fields  of  industrial  employment,  and  all  the 
departments  of  authority,  to  the  unchecke<l  and  equal 
rivalry  of  all  classes  of  men,  at  once  secures  universal 
contentment,  and  brings  into  the  highest  possible  acti- 
vity all  the  physical,  moral,  and  social  energies  of  the 
whole  State.  In  States  where  the  slave  system  prevails, 
the  masters,  directly  or  indirectly,  secure  nil  political 
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power,  and  constitute  a  ruling  aristocracy.  In  States 
where  the  free-labor  system  prevails,  universal  suffrage 
necessarily  obtains,  and  the  State  inevitably  becomes, 
sooner  or  later,  a  republic  or  democracy. 

Russia  yet  maintains  Slavery,  and  is  a  despotism. 
Most  of  the  other  European  States  have  abolished 
Slavery,  and  adopted  the  system  of  free  labor.  It  was 
the  antagonistic  political  tendencie.s  of  the  two  systems 
which  the  first  Napoleon  was  contemplating  when  he 
predicted  that  Europe  would  ultiiiuitely  be  either  all 
Cossack  or  all  Republican.  Never  did  human  sagacity 
utter  a  more  pregnant  truth.  The  two  systems  are  at 
once  perceived  to  be  incongruous.  Hut  they  are  more 
than  incongruous — they  are  incompatible.  They  never 
have  permanently  existed  together  in  one  country,  and 
they  never  can.  It  would  be  easy  to  demonstrate  this 
impossibility,  from  the  irreconcilable  contrast  between 
tlieir  great  principles  and  characteristics.  But  the  expe- 
rience of  mankind  has  conclusively  established  it. 
Slavery,  as  I  have  already  intimated,  existed  in  every 
state  in  Europe.  Free  labor  has  supplanted  it  every- 
where except  in  Russia  and  Turkey.  State  necessities 
developed  in  modern  times,  are  now  obliging  even  those 
two  nations  to  encourage  and  emply  free  labor;  and 
already,  despotic  as  they  are,  we  find  them  engaged  in 
abolishing  Slavery.  In  the  United  States,  Slavery  came 
into  collision  with  free  labor  at  the  close  of  the  last  cen- 
tury, and  fell  before  it  in  New-England,  New-York,  New- 
Jersey,  and  Pennsylvania,  but  triumphed  over  it  effec- 
tually, aud  excluded  it  for  a  period  yet  undetermined, 
from  Virginia,  the  Carolinas,  and  Georgia.  Indeed,  so 
incompatible  are  the  two  systems,  that  every  new  State 
which  is  organized  within  our  ever-extending  domain 
makes  its  first  political  act  a  choice  of  the  one  and  an 
exclusion  of  the  other,  even  at  the  cost  of  civil  war,  if 
necessary.  The  Slave  States,  without  law,  at  the  last 
national  election,  successfully  forbade,  within  their  own 
limits,  even  the  casting  of  votes  for  a  candidate  for  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  supposed  to  be  favorable 
to  the  establishment  of  the  free-labor  system  in  new 
bt.ates. 

Hitherto,  the  two  systems  have  existed  in  different 
States,  but  side  by  side  within  the  American  Union. 
This  has  happened  because  the  Union  is  a  confederation 
of  States.  But  in  another  aspect  the  United  States  con- 
stitute only  one  nation.  Increase  of  population,  which 
is  filling  the  States  out  to  their  very  borders,  together 
with  a  new  and  extended  net-work  of  railroads  and 
other  avenues,  and  an  internal  commerce  which  daily 
becomes  more  intimate,  is  rapidly  bringing  the  States 
into  a  higher  and  more  perfect  social  unity  or  con- 
sol. dation.  Thus,  these  antagonistic  systems  are  con- 
tinually coming  into  closer  contact,  and  collision 
results. 

Shall  I  tell  you  what  this  collision  means  ?  They  who 
think  that  it  is  accidental,  unnecessary,  the  work  of  in- 
terested or  fanatical  agitators,  and  therefore  ephemeral, 
mistake  the  case  altogether.  It  is  an  irrepressible  con- 
flict between  opposing  and  enduring  forces,  and  it 
means  that  the  United  States  must  and  will,  sooner  or 
later,  become  either  entirely  a  slaveholding  nation,  or 
entirely  a  free-labor  nation.  Either  the  cotton  and  rice 
fields  of  South  Carolina  and  the  sugar  plantations  of 
Louisiana  will  ultimately  be  tilled  by  free  labor,  and 
Charleston  and  New  Orleans  become  marts  for  legiti- 
mate merchandise  alone,  or  else  tlie  rye-fields  and 
wheat-fields  of  Massachusetts  and  Xew-Vork  must  again 
be  surrendered  by  their  farmers  to  slave  culture  and  to 
the  production  of  slaves,  and  Boston  and  New-York  be- 
come once  more  markets  for  trade  in  the  bodies  and 
souls  of  men.  It  is  the  failure  to  apprehend  this  great 
truth  that  induces  so  many  unsuccessful  attempts  at 
final  compromise  between  the  Slave  and  Free  States, 
audit  is  the  existence  of  this  great  fact  that  renders  all 
such  pretended  compromises,  when  made,  vain  and 
ephemeral.  Startling  as  this  saying  may  appear  to  you, 
fellow-citizens,  it  is  by  no  means  an  original  or  even  a 
modern  one.  Our  forefathers  knew  it  to  be  true,  and 
unanimously  acted  upon  it  when  they  framed  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  States.  They  regarded  the  exist- 
ence of  the  servile  system  in  so  many  of  the  States  with 
sorrow  and  shame,  which  they  openly  confessed,  and 
they  looked  upon  the  collision  between  them,  wliich  was 
then  just  revealing  itself,  and  which  we  are  now  accus- 
tomed to  deplore,  with  favor  and  hope.  They  knew  that 
either  the  one  or  the  other  system  must  exclusively  pre- 
vail. 

Unlike  too  many  of  those  who  in  modern  times  invoke 
their  authority,  they  had  a  choice  between  the  two. 
They  preferred  the  system  office  labor,  and  they  deter- 
mined to  organize  the  Government,  and  so  to  direct  its 
activity,  that  that  system  should  surely  aud  certainly 
prevail.     For  tliis  purpose,  and  no  other,  tliey  based  the 
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whole  structure  of  Government  broadly  on  the  principle 
that  all  men  are  created  equal,  and  therefore  free — little 
dreaming  that,  within  the  slurt  period  of  one  hundred 
years,  their  descendants  would  bear  to  be  told  by  any 
orator,  however  popular,  that  the  utterance  of  that  prin- 
ciple was  merely  a  rhetorical  rhapsody  ;  or  by  any  judge 
however  venerated,  that  it  was  attended  by  mental  re- 
servations, which  rendered  it  hypocritical  and  false.  By 
the  Ordinance  of  17S7,  they  dedicated  all  of  the  national 
domain  not  yet  polluted  by  Slavery  to  free  labor  im- 
mediately, thenceforth  and  forever  ;  while  by  the  new 
Constitution  and  laws  they  invited  foreign  free  labor 
from  all  lands  under  the  sun,  and  interdicted  the  im- 
portation of  African  Slave  Labor,  a*  all  times,  in  all 
places,  and  under  all  circumstances  whatsoever.  It  is 
true  that  they  necessarily  and  wisely  modified  this 
policy  of  Freedom,  by  leaving  it  to  the  several  States, 
affected  as  they  were  by  differing  circumstances,  to 
abolish  Slavery  in  their  own  way  and  at  their  own  plea- 
sure, instead  of  confiding  that  duty  to  Congress,  and 
that  they  secured  to  the  Slave  States,  while  yet  retain- 
ing the  system  of  Slavery,  a  three-fifths  representation 
of  slaves  in  the  Federal  Government,  until  they  should 
find  themselves  able  to  relinquish  it  with  safety.  But 
the  very  nature  of  these  modifications  fortifies  my  posi- 
tion that  the  fathers  knew  that  the  two  systems  could 
not  endure  within  the  Union,  and  expected  that  within 
a  short  period  Slavery  would  disappear  forever.  More- 
over, in  order  that  these  modifications  might  not  alto- 
gether defeat  their  grand  design  of  a  Republic  maintain- 
ing universal  equality,  they  provided  that  two-thirds  of 
the  States  might  amend  the  Constitution. 

It  remains  to  say  on  this  point  only  one  word,  to  guard 
against  misapprehension.  If  these  States  are  to  again  be- 
come universally  slaveholding,  I  do  not  pretend  to  say 
with  what  violations  of  the  Constitution  that  end  shall  be 
accomplished.  On  the  other  hand,  while  I  do  confidently 
believe  and  hope  that  my  country  will  yet  become  a  land 
of  universal  Freedom,  I  do  not  expect  that  it  will  be  made 
so  otherwise  than  through  the  action  of  the  several  States 
cooperating  with  the  Federal  Government,  and  all  acting 
in  strict  conformity  with  their  respective  Constitutions. 

The  strife  and  contentions  concerning  Slavery,  which 
gently-disposed  persons  so  habitually  deprecate,  are  no- 
thing more  than  the  ripening  of  the  conflict  which  the  fathers 
themselves,  not  only  thus  regarded  with  favor,  but  wliich 
they  may  be  said  to  have  instituted. 

It  is  not  to  be  denied,  however,  that  thus  far  the  course 
of  that  contest  has  not  been  according  to  their  humane 
anticipations  and  wishes.  In  the  field  of  federal  politics. 
Slavery,  deriving  unlooked-for  advantages  from  commer- 
cial changes,  and  energies  unforeseen  from  the  facilities  of 
combination  between  members  of  the  slaveholding  chisa 
and  between  that  class  and  other  property  classes,  early 
rallied,  and  has  at  length  made  a  stand,  not  merely  to  re- 
tain its  original  defensive  position,  but  to  extend  its  sway 
throughout  the  whole  Union.  It  is  certain  that  the  slave- 
holding  class  of  American  citizens  indulge  this  high  ambi- 
tion, and  that  they  derive  encouragement  for  it  from  tha 
rapid  and  effective  political  successes  which  they  have 
already  obtained.  The  plan  of  operation  is  this  :  Bj'  con- 
tinued appliances  of  patronage  and  threats  of  disunion, 
they  will  keep  a  majority  favorable  to  these  designs  in  the 
Senate,  where  each  State  has  an  equal  representation. 
Through  that  majority  they  will  defeat,  as  they  best  can, 
the  admission  of  Free  States,  and  secme  the  admission  of 
Slave  States.  Under  the  protection  of  the  Judiciarj-,  they 
will,  on  the  principle  of  the  Dred  Scott  case,  carry  Slavery 
into  all  the  Territories  of  the  United  States  now  existing, 
and  hereafter  to  be  organized.  By  the  action  of  the  Pre- 
sident and  the  Senate,  using  the  treaty-making  power,  they 
will  annex  foreign  slaveholding  States.  In  a  favorable 
conjuncture  they  will  induce  Congress  to  rej^eal  the  act  of 
1S0>,  which  prohibits  the  foreign  slave-trade,  and  so  they 
will  imi)ort  from  Africa,  at  the  cost  of  only  $'J0  a  head, 
slaves  enough  to  fill  up  the  interior  of  the  continent. 
Thus  relatively  increasing  the  number  of  Slave  States,  they 
will  alloV  no  amendment  to  the  Constitution  prejudicial  to 
their  interest ;  and  so,  having  permanently  establii^hed 
their  power,  they  expect  the  Federal  Judiciary  to  nullify 
all  State  laws  which  shall  interfere  with  internal  or  foreign 
commerce  in  slaves.  When  the  Free  States  shall  be  suffi- 
ciently demoralized  to  tolerate  these  designs,  they  reason- 
ably conclude  that  Slavery  will  be  accepted  by  those  States 
themselves.  I  shall  not  stop  to  show  how  speedy  or  how 
complete  would  be  the  ruin  which  the  accomplishment  of 
these  slaveholding  schemes  would  bring  upon  the  country. 
For  one,  I  should  not  remain  in  the  country  to  test  the  sad 
experiment.  Having  spent  my  manhood,  though  not  my 
whole  fife,  in  a  Free  State,  no  aristocracy  of  any  kind, 
much  less  an  aristocracj-  of  slaveholders,  shall  ever  make 
the  laws  of  the  land  in  which  I  shall  be  content  to  live. 
Having  seen  Hie  society  around  me  universally  engaged  is 
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agriculture,  manufactures  and  trade,  which  were  innocent  I  office  had  been  filled  by  slaveholders  thu-ty-two  out  of 
and   beneficent,  I   shall  never  be   a   denizen  of  a  State    forty  years.        ^.    ,,        ^  .,      ^    .  ,       ,    ,j- 

wliere  men  and  women  are  reared  as  cattle,  and  bought  In  1836,  Martm  A  an  Bureu— the  first  non-slaveholding 
and  sold  as  merchandise.  When  that  evil  day  shall  come,  citizen  of  a  Free  State  to  w liose  election  the  Democratic 
and  all  further  effort  at  resistance  shall  be  impossible,  |  party  ever  consented-signalized  his  inauguration  mto  the 
then  if  there  shall  be  no  better  hope  for  redemption  than  i  Presidency,  by  a  gratuitous  announcement,  that  under  no 
I  can  now  foresee  I  shall  say  with  Franklin,  while  looking  circumstances  would  he  ever  approve  a  bill  for  the  aboh- 
abroad  over  the  wliole  earth  for  a  new  and  more  congenial    tion  of  Slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia.     Vrnn,  1R.qs  t.f. 
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home,  "  Where  likcrty  dwells,  there  is  my  country."  | 

Vou  will  tell  me  that  these  fears  are  extravagant  and 
chimerical.  I  answer,  they  are  so ;  but  they  are  so  only 
because  the  designs  of  the  slaveholder!  must  and  can  be 
defeated.  But  it  is  only  the  possibility  of  defeat  that  ren- 
ders them  so.  Tliey  cannot  be  defeated  by  inactivity. 
There  is  no  escape  from  them,  compatible  with  non-resist- 
ance. How,  then,  and  in  what  way,  shall  the  necessary 
resistance  be  made  ?  There  is  only  one  way.  The  Demo- 
cratic party  must  be  permanently  dislodged  from  theGov- 
ermuent.  The  reason  is,  that  the  Democratic  party  is  in- 
extricably committed  to  the  designs  of  the  slaveholders, 
which  I  have  described.  Let  me  be  well  understood.  I  do 
not  charge  that  the  Democratic  candidates  for  public  office 
now  before  the  people  are  pledged  to,  much  less  that  the 
Democratic  masses  who  support  them  really  adopt,  those 
atrocious  and  dangerous  designs.  Candidates  may,  and 
generally  do,  mean  to  act  justly,  wisely,  and  patriotically, 
when  they  shall  be  elected;  but  they  become  the  ministers 
and  servants,  not  the  dictators,  of  the  power  which  elects 
tliem.  The  policy  which  a  party  shall  pursue  at  a  future 
period  is  only  gradually  developed,  depending  on  the  oc- 
currence of  events  never  fully  foreknown.  The  motives 
of  men,  whether  acting  as  electors,  or  in  any  other  capa- 
city, are  gent-rally  pure.  Nevertheless,  it  is  not  more  true 
that  "  Hell  is  paved  with  good  mtentions,"  than  it  is  that 
earth  is  covered  with  wrecks  resulting  from  innocent  and 
amiable  motives. 

The  very  constitution  of  the  Democratic  party  commits 
U  to  execute  all  the  designs  of  the  slaveholders,  whatever 
they  may  be.  It  is  not  a  party  of  the  whole  Union,  of  aU 
the  Free  States  and  of  all  the  Slave  States  ;  nor  yet  is  it  a 
party  of  the  Free  States  in  the  North  and  in  the  Northwest ; 
but  it  is  a  sectional  and  local  party,  having  practically  its 
seat  within  the  Slave  States,  and  counting  its  constituency 
chiefly  and  almost  exclusively  there.  Of  all  its  represen- 
tatives in  Congress  and  in  the  Electoral  College,  two-thii'ds 
uniformly  come  from  these  States.  Its  great  element  of 
strengthlies  in  the  vote  of  the  slaveholders,  augmentedby 
the  representation  of  three-fifths  of  the  slaves.  Deprive 
the  Democratic  party  of  this  strength,  and  it  would  be  a 
helpless  and  hopeless  minority,  incapable  of  continued  or- 
ganization. The  Democratic  party,  being  thus  local  and 
sectional,  acquires  new  strength  from  the  admission  of 
every  new  Slave  State,  and  loses  relatively  by  the  admis- 
sion of  every  new  Free  State  into  the  Union. 

A  party  is,  in  one  sense,  a  joint-stock  association,  in 
which  those  who  contribute  most  direct  the  action  and 
management  of  the  concern.  The  slaveholders  contribut- 
ing in  anoverwhelmuiug  proportion  to  the  capital  strength 
of  the  Democratic  party,  they  necessarily  dictate  and  pre- 
scribe its  policy.  The  inevitable  caucus  system  enables  them 
to  do  so  with  a  show  of  fairness  and  justice.  If  it  were  pos- 
sible to  conceive  for  a  moment  that  the  Democratic  party 
should  disobey  the  behests  of  the  slaveholders,  we  should 
then  see  a  withdrawal  of  the  slaveholders,  which  would 
leave  the  party  to  perish.  The  portion  of  the  party  which 
Is  found  in  the  Free  States  is  a  mere  appendage,  conve- 
nient to  modify  its  sectional  character,  without  impairing 
its  sectional  constitution,  and  is  less  effective  in  regulating 
its  movement  than  the  nebulous  tail  of  the  comet  is  in  de- 
termining the  appointed  though  apparently  eccentric 
course  of  the  fiery  sphere  from  which  it  emanates. 

To  expect  the  Democratic  party  to  resist  Slavery  and 
favor  Freedom,  is  as  unreasonable  as  to  look  for  Protestant 
missionaries  to  the  Catholic  Projjaganda  of  Rome.  The 
history  of  the  Democratic  party  commits  it  to  the  policy 
of  Slavery.  It  has  been  the  Democratic  party,  and  no 
other  agency,  which  has  carried  that  policy  up  to  its  pre- 
sent alarming  culmination.  Without  stopping  to  ajicertain, 
critically,  the  origin  of  the  present  Democratic  party,  we 
may  concede  its  claim  to  date  from  the  era  of  good  feeling 
wliich  occurred  under  the  Administration  of  President 
Monroe.  At  that  time,  in  this  State,  and  about  that  time 
in  many  others  of  the  Free  States,  the  Democratic  party 
deliberately  disfranchised  the  free  colored,  or  African  citi- 
»en,  and  it  has  pertinaciously  continued  this  disfranchise- 
ment ever  since.  This  was  an  effective  aid  to  Slavery  ; 
for  while  the  slaveholder  votes  for  his  slaves  against  lYee- 
jdom,  the  freed  slave  in  the  Free  States  is  proldbited  from 
voting  against  Slavery. 

In  ISii,  the  Democracy  resisted  the  election  of  John 
Quincy  Adams— himself  before  that  time  an  acceptable 
Democrat -and  in  1S2S,  it  expelled  hhn  from  the  Presi- 
dency, and  put  a  slaveholder  in  his  place,  although  the 


1844,  the  subject  of  abolishing  Slavery  in  the  District  of 
Columbia  and  in  the  national  dock-yards  and  arsenals, 
was  brought  before  Congress  by  repeated  popular  appeals. 
The  Democratic  party  thereupon  promptly  denied  the  right 
of  petition,  and  effectually  suppressed  the  freedom  of 
speech  in  Congress,  so  far  as  the  institution  of  Slavery  was 
concerned. 

From  1840  to  1843,  good  and  wise  men  counselled  that 
Texas  should  remain  outside  of  the  Union  until  she 
should  consent  to  relinquish  her  self-instituted  slavery  ; 
but  the  Democratic  party  precipitated  her  admission  into 
the  Union,  not  only  without  that  condition,  but  even 
with  a  covenant  that  the  State  might  be  divided  and 
reorganized  so  as  to  constitute  four  Slave  States  instead 
of  one. 

In  1846,  when  the  United  States  became  involved  in  a 
war  with  Mexico,  and  it  was  apparent  that  the  struggle 
would  end  in  the  dismemberment  of  that  republic,  which 
was  a  non-slaveholding  power,  the  Democratic  party 
rejected  a  declaration  that  Slavery  should  not  be  estab- 
lished within  the  territory  to  be  acquired.  When,  in 
1S60,  govei-nments  were  to  be  instituted  in  the  Territo- 
ries of  California  and  New-Mexico  the  fruits  of  that  war, 
the  Democratic  party  refused  to  admit  New-Mexico  as  a 
Free  State,  and  only  consented  to  admit  California  as  a 
Free  btate  on  the  condition,  as  it  has  since  explained  the 
transaction,  of  leaving  all  of  New-Mexico  and  Utah  open 
to  Slavery,  to  which  was  also  added  the  concession  of 
perpetual  Slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  the 
passage  of  an  unconstitutional,  cruel,  and  humiliating 
law,  for  the  recapture  of  fugitive  slaves,  wilh  a  further 
stipulation  that  the  subject  of  Slavery  should  never  again 
be  agitated  in  either  chamber  of  Congress.  AYhen,  in 
1854,  the  slaveholders  were  contentedly  reposing  on  these 
great  advantages,  then  so  recently  won,  the  Democratic 
party,  unnecessarily,  officiously,  and  with  superservicea- 
ble  Uberality,  awakened  them  from  their  slumber,  to  olfer 
and  force  on  their  acceptance  the  abrogation  of  the  law 
which  declared  that  neither  Slavery  nor  involuutary  ser- 
vitude should  ever  exist  within  that  part  of  the  ancient 
territory  of  Louisiana  which  lay  outside  of  the  Slate  of 
Missoui-i,  and  north  of  the  parallel  of  36  deg.  30  min.  of 
north  latitude — a  law  which,  with  the  exception  of  one 
other,  was  the  only  statute  of  Freedom  then  remaining  in 
tlie  Federal  code. 

In  1856,  when  the  people  of  Kansas  had  organized  a 
new  State  within  the  region  thus  abandoned  to  Slavery, 
and  applied  to  be  admitted  as  a  Free  State  into  the  Union, 
the  Democratic  party  contemptuously  rejected  their  pe- 
tition and  drove  them,  with  menaces  and  intimidations, 
from  the  halls  of  Congress,  and  armed  the  President  with 
military  power  to  enforce  their  submission  to  a  slave 
code,  estabUshed  over  them  by  fraud  and  usurpation. 
At  every  subsequent  stage  of  the  long  contest  which  has 
since  raged  in  Kansas,  the  Democratic  party  has  lent  its 
sympathies,  its  aid,  and  all  thepoweis  of  the  Government 
which  it  controlled,  to  enforce  Slavery  upon  that  unwil- 
ling and  injured  people.  And  now,  even  at  this  day, 
while  it  mocks  us  with  the  assurance  that  Kansas  is  free, 
the  Democratic  party  keeps  the  State  excluded  from  her 
just  and  proper  place  in  the  Union,  under  the  hope  that 
she  may  be  dragooned  into  the  acceptance  of  Slavery. 

The  Democratic  party,  finally,  has  procured  from  a 
Supreme  Judiciary,  ixed  in  its  intereat,  a  decree  that 
Slavery  exists  by  force  of  the  Constitution  in  every  Terri- 
tory of  the  United  Slates,  paramount  to  all  legislative 
authority  either  within  the  Terriloiy,  or  residing  in  Con- 
gress. 

Such  is  the  Democratic  party.  It  has  no  policy.  State 
or  Federal,  for  finance  or  trade,  or  manufacture,  or  com- 
merce, or  education,  or  internal  improvements,  or  for  the 
protection  or  even  the  security  of  civil  or  religious  lib- 
erty. It  is  positive  and  uncoiniiromising  in  the  interest 
of  "Slavtry — negative,  compromising  and  vacillating,  in 
regard  to  everything  else.  It  boasts  its  love  of  equality 
and  wastes  its  strength,  and  even  its  life,  in  fortifying  the 
only  aristocrac.v  known  in  the  land.  It  professes  frater- 
nit.v,  and,  so  often  as  Slavery  requires,  allies  itself  with 
proscription.  It  magnifies  itself  for  conquests  in  forei.gn 
lands,  I)ut  it  sends  the  national  eagle  forth  always  with 
chains,  and  not  the  olive  l)ranch,  in  his  fangs. 

This  dark  record  shows  you,  fellow  citizens,  what  I 
was  unwilling  to  announce  at  an  earlier  stage  of  this 
argument,  that  of  the  whole  nefarious  schedule  of  slave- 
holding  designs  which  I  have  submitted  to  you,  the  DemO' 
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cralic  party  has  left  only  one  yet  to  be  consumraated —  I  too  conservative  for  others.  As  if  any  pariy  ever  finwaw 
the  abrogat.ou  of  the  law  which  forbitls  the  African  slave  '  80  clearly  the  cours^e  of  future  events  as  to  |)l;in  a  uiiivi-r- 

jgal    hoheiiie   for  future   action,    adaploii   to  all    imssil.le 


trade 

Now,  1  know  very  well  that  the  Democratic  party  has, 
at  every  stage  of  these  proceeilint"*,  disavowed  the  motive 
and  the  pol.cy  of  fortifying  and  extend. ng  tlaveiy,  and 
has  e.\cuied  theiu  on  i-nt.rely  diUerenl  and  more  plausi- 
ble grounds.  Jliul  the  inconsistency  and  frivolity  of 
these   plciis  prove  still    more  conclusively    the    guilt  1 


eniergeiuics.  Who  would  ever  have  joined  even  the  Whig 
party  of  the  Kevolution,  if  it  had  been  obliged  to  answer, 
in  liT">,  whether  it  wuuld  declare  for  liideiiendeiice  in 
17~)>,  «Lnd  for  this  noble  Fedeial  Constitution  of  ours  ia 
ITsT,  and  not  a  year  earlier  or  later? 
The  people  of  the   Uniteil  States  will  be  as  wise  next 


I    i 


charge  upon  that  party.  It  must,  indeed,  try  to  excuse  ]  year,  and  the  year  afterward,  and  even  ten  years  hence, 
such  guili  before  mankintl,  and  ei  en  to  the  consciences  j  as  we  are  now.  They  will  oblige  the  Kepublican  party 
of  its  own  adherents.  There  is  an  instinctive  abhorrence  ]  to  act  as  the  public  welfare  and  the  interest.-*  of  justice 
of  Mavery.  and  an  inborn  and  inheniig  love  of  Freedom  j  and  humanity  shall  require,  through  all  the  stages  of  its 
In   the   human    heart,  which   renders  palliat.on  of  such     career,  whether  of  trial  or  triymph. 

gross  misconduct  indispensable.  It  disfranchised  the  fice  j  Otheis  will  not  venture  an  effort,  because  they  fear 
African  on  the  ground  of  a  fear  that,  if  left  to  enjoy  the  that  the  I'liion  would  not  endure  the  change.  AVill 
right  of  sullrage,  he  might  seduce  the  free  white  citi-  i  such  objectors  tell  me  how  long  a  Constitution  can  bear 
zen  into  amalgamation  with  his  wronged  and  despised  \  a  strain  directly  along  the  fibres  of  which  it  is  corn- 
race.  The  i-emocralic  i)ariy  con<lemne<l  and  deposed  I  posed  ?  This  is  a  Constitution  of  Freedom.  It  is  being 
John  Quincy  Adams,  because  he  e.\pended  $  1 1' ,000,OUO  a  '  converted  into  a  Constitution  of  Slavery.  It  is  a  repub- 
year,  while  it  just. ties  his  favored  successor  in  spending  :  lican  Constitution.  It  is  being  ma<le  an  aristocratic  one. 
*T0,U0U,U0O,  $Hi,0(Xi,UUO,  and  even  $1'  U,0t.iU,0t)0,  a  year,  j  Others  wish  to  wait  until  some  collateral  fjuestions  con- 
It  denies  euiaucipation  in  the  Insirict  of  Columbia,  even  cerning  temperance,  or  the  e.\ercise  of  the  elective  fran- 
with  compensation  to  masters  and  the  consent  of  the  |  chise  are  properly  settled.  Let  me  ask  all  such  persons, 
people,  on  the  giound  of  an  implied  constitutional  inhi- 
bition, although  the  Constitution  e.xjiressly  confers  upon 
Congress  soveieign  legislative  i)Ower  in  that  District,  and 
although  the  Democialic  party  is  tenacious  of  the  prin- 
ciple ol  strict  constiucdon.  ll\iohiit.ii  tlie  e.\ press  jiro- 
Visions  of  the  Cuii.-inuiiuii  in  sullpre^^ing  ptiiiion  and 
debate  on  the  subject  of  Slavery,  tlirougli  tear  of  <iis- 
turbance  of  the  public  harmony,  altiiough  it  claims  thai 
the  electors  have  a  right  to  instruct  their  representatives, 
and  even  demaiul  their  resignation  in  ca^ea  of  contu- 
uiacy.  It  e.xieuded  Slavery  over  Texas, and  connived  at 
llie  attempt  to  spread  it  across  the  Mexican  territories, 
even  to  the  shores  of  tne  Pacific  Ocean,  under  a  plea  ol 
enlarging  the  ai  ea  ot  Freedom.  It  aljrogaied  the  Mexi- 
can."Iiive  Uw  :^ad  the  Missouri  Coniproinise  pniiibition 
of  Slaveiy  in  Kansas,  not  to  open  the  new  Territoriss  to 
Slavery,  but  to  try  therein  the  new  and  fascinating 
theories  of  Non-intervention  and  Popular  Soveregiity; 
and,  finally,  it  overihrew  both  these  new  and  elegnnt 
systems  by  the  Knglisli  Lecomptou  bill  and  the  Dred 
Scolt  decision,  on  the  ground  thai  the  Free  Mates  ought 
not  to  enter  tlie  Union  withotil  a  population  equal  to  the 
representative  ba>is  of  one  member  of  Congress,  although 
^^lave  States  mignt  come  in  without  inspection  as  to  their 
numbers. 

Will  any  member  of  the  Democratic  partj-  now  here 
claim  that  the  authorities  chosen  by  the  suffrages  of  the 
parly  transcended  their  partisan  platforms,  and  so  misre- 
presented the  parly  in  the  various  transactions  I  have 
recited  ?  Then  I  ask  him  to  name  cue  Democratic 
statesman  or  legislator,  from  Van  Buren  to  Walker, 
who  either  timidly  or  cautiously  like  them,  or  boldly  or 
defiantly  like  Douglas,  ever  refused  to  e.xecule  a 
behest  of  liie  slaveholders,  and  was  not  therefor,  and 
for  no  other  cause,  immediately  denounced,  and  de- 
posed from  his  trust,  and  repudiated  by  the  Democratic 
party  for  Uiat  contumacy. 

I  think,  fellow-cil^ens,  that  I  have  shown  you  that  it 
is  high  time  for  the  f.iends  of  Freedom  to  rush  to  the 
rescue  of  the  Constitution,  and  that  their  very  first  duty 
is  to  dismiss  the  Democratic  party  from  the  administra- 
tion of  the  Government. 

Why  shall  it  not  be  done?  All  agi'ee  that  it  ought  to 
be   done.     What,   then,  shall  prevent  its   being   done? 


whether  t  me  enough  has  not  been  wasted  on  these 
points  already,  without  gaining  any  other  than  this 
single  advantage,  namely,  the  discovery  that  only  one 
thing  can  be  ellectually  done  at  one  time,  and  that  the 
one  thing  which  must  and  will  be  done  at  any  one  time 
is  just  that  thing  which  is  most  urgent,  and  will  no 
longer  admit  of  postponement  or  delay.  Finally,  we 
are  told  by  faint-hearted  men  that  they  despond ;  the 
Democratic  party,  they  say,  is  unconquerable,  and  the 
dominion  of  Slavery  is  consequently  inevitable.  I 
reply  to  them,  that  the  complete  and  universal  dominion 
of  Slavery  would  be  intolerable  enough  when  it  should 
have  come  after  the  last  possible  effoi  t  to  escape  should 
have  been  made.  There  would,  in  that  case,  be  left  to 
us  the  consoling  reflection  of  fidelity  to  duty. 

IJut  I  reply,  further,  that  I  know — few,  1  think,  know 
better  than  I— the  resources  and  energies  of  the  Demo- 
cratic party,  which  is  identical  with  the  Slave  Power.  I 
do  ample  prestige  to  its  traditional  popularity.  I  know 
further— few,  I  think,  know  better  than  I— the  dilfi- 
culties  and  disadvantages  of  organizing  a  new  political 
force  like  the  Kepublican  party,  and  the  obstacles  it 
must  encounter  in  laboring  without  prestige  and  witliout 
patronage.  But,  notwithstanding  all  this,  I  know  th;it 
the  Democratic  party  must  go  down,  and  that  the  Re- 
publican party  must  rise  into  its  place.  The  Demo- 
catic  paity  derived  its  strength,  originally,  from  its 
adoption  of  the  principles  of  equal  and  e.xact  justice  to 
all  men.  So  long  as  it  practiced  this  principle  faith- 
fully, it  was  invulnerable.  It  became  vulnerable  when 
it  renounced  the  piinciple.  and  since  that  lime  it  has 
maintained  itself,  not  by  virtue  of  its  own  strength,  or 
even  of  its  tiadit;onal  meiits,  but  because  there  as  yet 
had  appeared  in  the  political  field  no  other  i)arty  that 
had  the  conscience  and  the  courage  to  take  up,  and 
avow,  and  practice  the  life-inspiring  principles  which 
the  Democratic  party  had  suriendered.  At  hist,  the 
Republican  party  has  appeared.  It  avows  now,  as  the 
Kepublican  jiaity  of  ISUO  did,  in  one  word,  its  faith  and 
its  works,  '•  Kqual  and  e.xact  jusii<:e  to  iill  men."  Even 
when  it  first  entered  the  field,  only  half  o.ganized,  it 
struck  a  blow  which  only  just  failed  to  secure  complete 
and  triumphant  victory.  In  this,  its  second  campaign, 
it  has  already  won   advantages   which   render  that  iri- 


Nothing  but  tinndity  or  division  of  the  opponents  of  the    umph  now  both  easy  and  certain. 
Democratic  paity.  Tlie  secret  of  its  assured  success  lies  in  that  very  cliar- 

Some  of  these  opponents  start  one  objection,  and  some  acteristic  »  hich,  in  the  mouth  of  scoffers,  constitutes  its 
another.  Let  us  notice  these  objections  briefly.  One  .  great  and  lasluig  imbecility  and  reproach.  Ir  lies  in 
class  say  that  ihey  cannot  trust  the  Kepublican  parly  ;    the  fact  that  it  is  a  party  of  one  idea  ;  but  that  idea  is  a 


that  it  has  not  avowed  its  hostility   to  Slaveiy   boldly 
enougli,  or  its  affection  for  Kieedom  earnestly  enough. 
1  ask  in  reply,  is  there  any  other  party  which  can  be  more 


safely  trusted ?  Every  one  knows  tliatitis  the  KepubUcau    equal  before  the  Divine  tribunal  and  Divine  laws 


noble  one — an  idea  that  fills  and  expands  all  generous 
souls;  the  i<lea  of  equality— the  equal. ty  of  all  men  be- 
fore human  tribunals  and   humau   laws,  as  they  all  are 


I  know,  and  you  know,  that  a  revolution  has  begun, 
I  know,  and  all  the  woild  knows,  that  resolutions  never 
go  backward.     Twenty  Senators  and  a  hundred  Itepre- 


party  or  none,  Uiat  sliall  displace  the  Democratic  party. 
Uut  I  answer  further,  tluiX  the  character  and  fidelity 
of  any  party  aie   determined,  necessarily,    not   by   its 

pledges,  programmes,  and  platforms,  but  by  the  public  sentutives  proclaim  boldly  in  Congress  to-day  sentiments 
exigencies,  and  the  temper  of  the  people  when  they  call  and  oi)inioiis  and  piinciides  of  Fieedom  which  hardly  so 
it  into  activ.ty.  Subserviency  to  Slavery  is  a  law  writ-  many  men,  even  in  this  f. ee  State,  dared  to  utter  in  their 
ten  not  only  on  the  forehead  of  liie  Democratic  party,  own  homes  twenty  years  ago.  While  the  (iovcriiuieut 
but  also  in  its  very  soul — so  resistance  to  Slavery,  and  of  the  United  States,  under  the  conduct  of  the  Demo- 
devotion  to  Free<]om,  tlie  po|>ular  elements  now  ac-  cralic  paily,  has  been  all  that  time  surrendering  one 
lively  working  for  the  Kepublican  party  among  the  peo-  ;  plain  and  castle  after  anollicr  to  Slavery,  the  people  of 
pie,  must  and  will  be  the  resources  for  itfi  ever-renewing  the  United  States  have  been  no  le.-<s  steadily  arid  jierse- 
strength  and  constant  invigoiation.  \  ve.ingly  gathering  Ijgether  the  forces  w.lh  which  to  re- 

Others  cannot  support  the  Kepublican  party,  because  it  1  cover  back  again  all  the  fields  and  all  the  castles  which 
it  has  not  sutlicieully  exposed  its  platform,  and  deter-  have  been  lost,  and  to  confound  and  overthrow,  bj  one 
mined  what  it  will  do,  and  what  it  will  not  do,  when  |  decisive  blow,  the  betrayers  of  the  Constitulioa  and 
triumphant.   It  may  prove  too  progreesive  for  some,  and    Freedom  forever. 


164 


A  POLITICAL   TEXT-BOOK   FOR   1860. 


i  I. 


NEGKO   SLAVERY   NOT    UNJLST 
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A  SPEECH  BY  CHARLES  O'CONOR, 

At  the    Union  Meetincj  at  the  AcaJemi/  of  Music,  New  York  City,  Dec.   19,   1859. 


Mr.  Mayor  and  Gkntlbmkn:  I  cannot  express  to  you 
the  delight  wliich  I  experience  in  belioldiiig  in  iliis  great 
city  so  vast  an  aS3enil)ly  of  my  fellow  citizens,  convened 
for  the  puipose  stated  in  your  resolutions.  I  am  delight- 
ed beyond  measure  to  behold  at  this  time  so  vast  an 
assembly  responding  to  the  call  of  a  body  so  respectalile 
as  the  twenty  thousand  New  Yorkers  who  have  convened 
this  meeting.  If  anything  can  give  assurance  to  those  wlio 
doubt,  and  confidence  to  those  who  may  have  liad  mis- 
givings as  to  the  permanency  of  our  institutions,  and  the 
solidiry  of  tlie  support  which  the  people  of  the  Nortii  are 
prepared  to  give  them,  it  is  that  ii  the  queen  ciiy  of  tlie 
New  World,  in  the  capital  of  North  America,  there  is 
assembled  a  meeting  so  large,  so  respectable,  and  so 
unanimous  as  this  meeting  has  shown  itself  to  be  in  re- 
ceiving sentiments  which,  if  obserired,  must  protect  our 
Union  from  destruction,  and  even  from  danger.  (Ap- 
plause.) Gentlemen,  is  it  not  a  subject  of  astoiiisliment 
that  the  idea  of  danger,  and  the  still  more  dreadful  idea 
of  dissolution,  should  be  heard  from  the  lips  of  an  Ameri- 
can citizen,  at  this  day,  in  reference  to,  or  in  connection 
with,  the  sacred  name  of  this  most  sacred  Union? 
^Applause.)  Why  gentlemen,  what  is  our  Union  ?  What 
are  us  antecedents?  What  is  its  present  condition  ?  If 
we  ward  off  the  evils  wliich  threaten  it,  what  its  future 
hope  for  us  and  for  the  great  family  of  mankind  ?  Why 
gentlemen,  it  may  well  be  said  of  this  Union  as  a  govern- 
ment, that  as  it  is  the  last  offspring,  so  is  it  Time's  most 
glorious  and  beneficent  production.  Gentlemen,  we  are 
created  by  an  Omniscient  JJeing.  We  are  created  by  a 
Being  not  only  All-Seeing,  but  AU-Powerful  and  All-\Vise. 
And  in  the  benignity  and  the  farseeing  wisdom  of  His 
power.  He  permitted  the  great  family  of  mankind  to  live 
on,  to  advance,  to  improve,  step  by  step,  and  yet  permit- 
ted five  thousand  years  and  upward  to  elapse  ere  He  laid 
the  foundation  of  a  truly  free,  a  truly  happy,  and  a  truly 
independent  empire.  It  was  not,  gentlemen,  until  that 
great  length  of  time  had  elapsed,  that  the  earth  was 
deemed  mature  for  laying  the  foundations  of  tins  inignty 
and  prosperous  State.  It  was  then  that  He  inspired  ihc 
noble-minded  and  chivalrous  Genoese  to  set  forth  upon 
the  trackless  ocean  and  discover  the  empire  that  we  now 
enjoy.  But  a  few  years,  comparatively,  had  elapsed 
when  there  was  raised  up  in  this  blessed  land  a  set  of  men 
whose  like  had  never  before  existed  upon  the  face  of  this 
earth.  Men  unequalled  in  their  perceptions  of  the  true 
principles  of  justice,  in  their  compreliensive  benevolence, 
in  their  capacity  lo  lay  safely,  justly,  soundly,  and  with 
all  the  qualities  which  should  insure  permanency,  the 
foundations  of  an  empire.  It  was  in  1770,  and  in  this 
country,  that  there  assembled  the  first,  the  very  first, 
assembly  of  rational  men  who  ever  proclaimed,  in  clear 
and  undeniable  form,  tlie  immutable  principles  of  liberty, 
and  consecrated,  to  all  time  I  trust,  in  the  face  of  tyrants, 
and  in  opposition  to  their  power,  the  rights  of  nations  and 
the  rights  of  men.  (Api)lause.)  These  patriots,  as  soon 
as  the  storm  of  war  had  passed  away,  sal  down  and 
framed  that  instrument  upon  which  our  Union  rests,  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States  of  America.  (Applause.) 
And  the  question  now  before  us  is  neither  more  nor  less 
than  this;  whether  that  Constitution,  consecrated  by  the 
blood  shed  in  that  glorious  Revolution,  consecrated  by 
the  signature  of  the  most  illustrious  man  who  ever  lived, 
George  Washington  (applause) — whether  that  instrument, 
accepted  by  the  wisest  and  by  the  best  of  that  day,  and 
accejited  in  convention,  one  by  one,  in  each  and  every 
State  of  this  Union — that  instrument  from  which  so  many 
blessings  have  llown — whether  that  instrument  was  con- 
ceived in  crime,  is  a  chapter  of  abominations  (cries  of 
"No,  no,")  is  a  violation  of  justice,  is  a  league  between 
strong-handed  but  wicked-hearteil  white  men  to  oppress, 
and  nnpoverish,  and  jilunder  their  fellow-creatures,  con- 
trary lo  rectituile,  honor  and  justice.  (Applause.)  This 
is  the  question,  neither  more  nor  less.  We  are  toll  from 
pulpits,  we   are   told   from   the  political  rostrum,  ye  ,-,.•« 


told  in  the  legislative  assemblies  of  our  Northern  States, 
not  merely  by  S|)eakers,  but  by  distinct  resolulions  of  the 
whole  body — we  are  told  by  gentlemen  occupying  seats  in 
the  Congress  of  the  Union  through  the  votes  of  Northern 
people — that  the  Constitution  seeks  to  enshrine,  to  protect, 
to  defend  a  monstrous  crime  against  justice  and  humanity, 
and  that  it  is  our  duty  to  defeat  its  provisions,  to  outwit 
them ,  if  we  cannot  otherwise  get  rid  of  their  effect,  and  to 
trample  upon  the  rights  which  it  has  declared  shall  be  pro- 
tected and  insured  to  our  brethren  of  the  South.  (Ap- 
plause.) That  is  now  the  doctrine  advocated.  And  I  ask 
whether  that  doctrine,  necessarily  involving  the  destruc- 
tion of  our  Union,  shall  be  permitted  to  prevail  as  it  has 
hitherto  prevailed  ?  Gentlemen,  I  trust  you  will  excuse  me 
for  deliljerately  coming  up  to  and  meeting  this  question — 
not  seeking  to  captivate  your  fancies  by  a  trick  of  words 
— not  seeking  to  exalt  your  imaginations  by  declamation 
or  by  any  ellort  at  eloquence — but  meeting  this  question 
gravely,  sedately,  and  soberly,  and  asking  you  what  is  to 
be  our  course  in  relation  to  it?  Gentlemen,  the  Constitu- 
tion guarantees  to  the  people  of  the  Southern  States  the 
protection  of  their  slave  property.  In  that  respect  it  is  a 
solemn  compact  between  the  North  and  the  South.  As  a 
solemn  compact  are  we  at  liberty  to  violate  it?  (Cries  of 
"  No,  no  !")  Are  we  at  liberty  to  seek  or  take  any  mean, 
petty  advantage  of  it?  (Cries  of  "  No,  no  !")  Are  we  at 
liberty  to  con  over  its  particular  words,  and  to  restrict  and 
to  limit  its  operation,  so  as  to  acquire,  under  such  narrow 
construction,  a  pretence  of  right  by  hostile  and  adverse 
legislation  ?  ("  No,  no  !") — to  interfere  with  the  interests, 
wound  the  feelings,  and  trample  on  the  political  rights  of 
our  Southern  fellow-citizens?  ("No,  no,  no  !")  No,  gentle- 
men. If  it  be  a  compact, and  has  anything  sacred  in  it, we  are 
bound  to  observe  it  in  good  faith,  honestly  and  honorably, 
not  merely  to  the  letter,  but  fully  to  the  spirit,  and  not  in 
any  mincing,  half-way,  unfair,  or  illiberal  construction, 
seeking  to  satisfy  the  letter,  to  give  as  little  as  we  can,  and 
thereby  to  defeat  the  spirit.  (Applause.)  That  may  be  the 
way  that  some  men  keep  a  contract  about  the  sale  of  a  house 
or  of  a  chattel,  but  it  is  not  the  way  honest  men  observe  con- 
tracts, even  in  relation  to  the  most  trivial  things.  ("  True," 
and  applause.)  What  has  been  done,  having  a  tendency 
to  disturb  harmony  under  this  Constitution,  and  to  break 
down  and  destroy  the  union  now  existing  between  these 
States?  Why,  gentlemen,  at  an  early  period  the  subject 
of  Slavery,  as  a  mere  philosopliical  question,  was  discussed 
by  many,  and  its  justice  or  injustice  made  the  subject  of 
argument  leading  to  various  opinions.  It  mattered  little 
how  long  this  discussion  should  last,  while  it  was  confined 
within  such  limits.  If  it  had  only  led  to  the  formation  of 
societies  like  the  Shakers,  who  do  not  believe  in  matri- 
mony ;  societies  like  the  people  of  Utah,  destined  to  a 
short  career,  who  beUeve  in  too  much  of  it  (laughter)  ;  or 
societies  of  people  like  the  strong-minded  women  of  our 
country,  who  believe  that  women  an-  much  better  quali- 
fied than  men  to  perform  the  functions  and  oflices  usually 
performed  by  men  (laughter) — and  who  probably  would, 
if  they  had  their  way,  simply  change  the  order  of  proceed- 
ings, and  transfer  the  husband  to  the  kitchen,  and  them- 
selves to  the  field  or  the  cabinet.  (Laughter  and  ap- 
plause.) So  long,  I  say,  as  this  sentimentafity  touching 
Slavery  confined  itself  to  the  formation  of  parties  and  so- 
cieties of  this  description,  it  certainly  coulii  do  no  great 
harm,  and  we  might  satisfy  ourselves  with  the  ma.vim  that 
"  ICrror  can  do  little  harm  as  long  as  truth  is  left  free  to  com- 
bat it."  But  unfortunately  gentlemen,  this  senthneutality 
has  found  its  way  out  of  the  meeting-houses— from  among 
pious  people,  assemblies  of  speculative  philosophers,  and 
societies  formed  to  benefit  the  inhabitants  of  Barioboola- 
gha — it  has  found  its  way  into  the  heart  of  the  selfish  poli- 
tician ;  it  has  been  made"the  war-cry  of  party  ;  it  has  been 
made  the  instrument  whereby  to  elevate  not  merely  to 
personal  distinction  and  social  rank,  but  to  political  power 
Throughout  the  non-slavcholding  States  of  this  Union,  men. 
have  been  thus  elevated  who  advocate  a  course  of  coa- 
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duct  necessarily  exasperating  tlie  Soutli,  and  the  natural 
•iTect  of  whose  teacliing:^  rcmk'i"3  llic  .Soiillierii  peojile  iiise- 
•ure  in  tlieir  property  and  llieir  lives,  niakin({  it  a  matter 
f  douL>t  each  niyht  whether  they  can  safely  retire  to  their 
uuihers   without   sentries    and    guards   to  protect   tlieiu  i 
gainst  incursions  from  the  North.     1  say  the  effect  has 
■Jen  to  elevate,  on  tlie  strength  of  this  sentiment,  such  | 
•■en  to  power.     .\nd  what  is  llie  result — the  condition  of 
angs  at  this  day  ?     Why,  trentlemen,  tlie  occasion  that 
alls  us   together  is  the   occurrence   of  a  raid  upon  tlie 
•tate  of  Virginia  by  a  few  misguided  fanatics — folloivers  of 
bese   doctrines,  with  arms  in  their  hands,  and  I'ent  upon 
apine   and    nmrder.     1  called   them    followers,  but  they 
hould  be  deemed  leaders.    They  were  the  best,  llie  bravest,  j 
ind  the  most  virtuous  of  all  the  abolition  party.     (.\p-  i 
i>lause.)     On  the   l,ord"s  day,  at  llie  hour  of  still  repose,  ' 
hey  armed    the   bondman  with  pikes  brought   from  the 
.ortli,  that  he  might  slay  his  master,  his  master's  wife,  and  • 
is  master's  little  children.   Ami  immediately  succeeding  to 
. — at  this  very  instant — what  is  the  political  iiueation  pend- 
ig  before  Congress  ? 

A  book  substantially  encouraging  the  same  course  of 
■rovocalion  toward  the  South  which  has  been  long  pur- 
ued,  is  openly  recommended  to  circulation  by  si.\ty-eight 
uembers  of  your  Congress.  (Cries  of  "  Shame,  on  them," 
ipplause,  and  hisses.) — Kecommended  to  circulation  by 
lixty -eight  members  of  your  Congress,  all  elected  in  North- 
;m  States  (hisses  and  applause) — every  one,  1  say,  elected 
Vrom  non-slaveholding  States.  And  with  the  assistance  of 
their  associates,  some  of  whom  hold  their  offices  by  your 
votes,  there  is  great  danger  that  they  will  elect  to  the 
highest  office  in  that  body,  where  he  will  sit  as  a  repre- 
sentative of  the  whole  North,  a  man  who  united  in  causing 
that  book  to  be  distributed  through  the  South,  carrying 
poison  and  death  in  its  jiolluted  leaves.  ("  Hang  him  !" 
and  applause.)  Is  it  not  fair  to  say  that  this  great  and 
glorious  Union  is  menaced  when  such  a  state  of  things  is 
found  to  e.vist  ?  when  such  an  act  is  attempted  ?  Is  it 
reasonable  to  e.xpect  that  our  brethren  of  the  South  will 
calmly  sit  down  ("  No")  and  submit  quietly  to  such  an 
outrage?  (Cries  of  "  No,  no.")  Why,  gentlemen,  we 
greatly  exceed  them  in  numbers.  The  non-^ilaveholding 
States  are  by  far  the  more  populous;  they  are  increasing 
daily  in  numbers  and  in  population,  and  we  may  soon 
overwhelm  the  Southern  vote.  If  we  continue  to  fill  the 
halls  of  legislation  with  abohtionists,  and  permit  to  occupy 
the  executive  chiiir  men  who  ileclare  themselves  to  be  en- 
listed in  a  crusade  against  Slavery,  and  against  the  pro- 
%Tsions  of  the  Constitution  which  secure  that  species  of 
property,  what  can  we  reasonably  expect  from  the  people 
of  the  South  but  that  they  will  pronounce  the  Constitution, 
with  all  its  glorious  iissociations,  with  all  its  sacred  memo- 
ries— this  L'uion,  with  its  manifold  present  and  promised 
blessings — an  unendurable  evil,  threatening  to  crush  and 
to  destroy  their  most  vital  interests — to  make  their  coun- 
try a  wilderness.  Why  should  we  expect  them  to  submit 
to  such  a  line  of  conduct  on  our  part,  and  recognize  us  as 
brethren,  or  unite  with  us  in  perpetuating  the  Union? 

For  ray  part  I  do  not  see  anything  unjust  or  unreason- 
able in  the  declaration  often  made  by  Southern  members 
on  this  subject.  They  tell  us  :  "  If  you  will  thus  assail 
us  with  incendiary  pamphlets,  if  you  will  thus  create  a 
spirit  in  your  country  which  leads  to  violence  and  blood- 
shed among  us,  if  you  will  assail  the  institution  upon 
which  the  prosperity  of  our  country  depends,  and  will  ele- 
vate to  office  over  us  men  who  are  pledged  to  aid  in  such 
transactions,  and  to  oppress  us  by  hostile  legislation,  we 
cannot — much  as  we  revere  the  Constitution,  greatly  as 
we  estimate  the  blessings  which  would  flow  from  its 
faithful  enforcement — we  cannot  longer  depend  on  your 
compliance  with  its  injunctions,  or  adhere  to  the  Union." 
For  my  part,  gentlemen,  if  the  North  continues  to  con- 
duct itself  in  the  selection  of  representatives  to  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States  as,  from,  perhaps  a  certain 
degree  of  negligence  and  inattention,  it  has  heretofore 
conducted  itself,  the  South  is  not  to  be  censured  if  it 
withdraws  from  the  Union.  (Hisses  and  applaus-;.  A 
voice — "  that's  so."  Three  cheers  for  the  Fugitive  Slave 
Law.)  We  are  not,  gentlemen,  to  hold  a  meeting  to  say 
that  "  We  love  this  Union  ;  we  delight  in  it ;  we  are 
proud  of  it :  it  blesses  us,  and  we  enjoy  it;  but  we  shall 
fill  all  its  offices  with  men  of  our  own  clioosing,  and,  our 
brethren  of  the  South,  you  shall  enjoy  its  glorious  past ; 
you  shall  enjoy  its  mighty  recollections  ;  but  it  shall 
traiaple  your  institutions  in  the  dust."  We  have  no 
right  to  say  it.  We  have  no  right  to  exact  so  rnucV^.- 
and  an  opposite  and  entirely  different  course,  fellow- 
citizens,  must  be  ours — must  be  the  course  of  the  great 
North,  if  we   would   preserve   this    Union.      (.\pplause, 

and  cries  of  "  Good.") 

And,  gentlemen,  what  is  this  glorious  Union  ?  What 
must  we  sacrifice  if  we  e.\;isperate  our  b.rthren  of  the 

South,  and   compel  them,  by   injcstice   and   breac  .    >f 


compact,  to  separate  from  us  and  to  dissolve  it  ?  Why 
gentlemen,  the  greHlness  and  glory  of  the  American  name 
will  then  be  a  thing  of  yesterday.  The  gloiious  Revo- 
lution of  the  thirteen  States  will  be  a  Uevolution  not 
achieved  by  us,  but  by  a  nation  that  has  ceaseil  to  exist. 
The  name  of  Washington  will  be,  to  us  at  least  at  the 
North  (cheers),  but  as  the  name  of  Julius  Ciesar,  or  of 
some  other  great  hero  who  has  lived  in  times  gone  by, 
wliose  nation  has  perished  and  e.visls  no  more.  The 
Declaration  of  Independence,  what  will  that  be  ?  Why, 
the  declaration  of  a  State  that  no  longer  has  place 
among  the  nations.  All  these  bright  and  glorious  recol- 
lections of  the  past  must  cease  to  be  our  property,  and 
become  mere  memorials  of  a  by-gone  race  and  people. 
A  line  must  divide  the  North  from  the  South.  W'hat  will 
be  the  consecpieiiees?  Will  this  mighty  city^g  owing 
as  it  now  is,  with  wealth  jiouring  into  it  from  every  por- 
tion of  this  mighty  empire — will  it  continue  to  llourish  .os 
it  has  done?  (Cries  of  "  No,  no  !")  Will  your  marble 
palaces  that  line  Itroadway,  and  raise  their  ]>roud  tops 
toward  the  sky,  continue  to  increiise,  until,  as  is  now 
promised  under  the  Union,  it  shall  present  the  most 
glorious  picture  of  wealth,  prosperity,  and  happiness, 
that  the  world  has  ever  seen  ?  (Applause.)  No!  gen- 
tlemen, no !  such  things  cannot  be.  I  do  not  say  that 
we  will  starve,  that  we  will  perish,  as  a  people,  if  we 
separate  from  the  South.  I  admit,  that  if  the  line  be 
drawn  between  us,  they  will  have  their  measure  of  pros- 
perity, and  we  will  have  ours  ;  but  meagre,  small  in  the 
extreme,  compared  with  what  is  existing  and  promised 
under  our  Union,  will  be  the  prosperity  of  each. 

Truly  has  it  been  said  here  to-night,  that  we  were 
made  for  each  other;  separate  us,  and  although  you 
may  not  destroy  us,  you  reduce  each  to  so  low  a  scale 
that  well  might  humanity  deplore  the  evil  courses  that 
brought  about  the  result.  True,  gentlemen,  ne  would 
have  left,  to  boast  of,  our  share  of  tiie  glories  of  the  Uevo- 
lution. The  Northern  States  sent  forth  to  the  conflict 
their  bands  of  heroes,  and  shed  their  blood  as  freely  as 
those  of  the  South.  Hut  the  dividing  line  would  take 
away  from  us  the  grave  of  Washington.  It  is  in  his  own 
beloved  Virginia.  (Applause  and  cheers  >  It  is  in  the 
State  and  near  the  spot  where  this  treason  that  has  been 
growing  up  in  the  North,  so  lately  culminated  in  violence 
and  bloodshed.  We  would  lose  the  grave — we  would 
lose  all  connection  with  the  name  of  Washington.  ISut 
our  philanthropic  and  pious  friends  who  fain  would 
lead  us  to  this  result,  would,  of  course,  comfort  us  with 
the  consoling  reflection  that  we  had  the  glorious  memory 
of  John  Brown  in  its  place.  (Great  laughter  and  cheers.) 
Are  you,  gentlemen,  prepared  to  make  the  exchange? 
(Cries  of  "  No,  no.")  Shall  the  tomb  of  Washington, 
that  rises  upon  the  bank  of  the  Potomac,  receiving  its 
tribute  from  every  nation  of  the  earth— shall  that  become 
the  property  of  a  foreign  State — a  State  hostile  to  us  iu 
its  feelings,  and  we  to  it  in  ours?  Shall  we  erect  a  monu- 
ment among  the  arid  hills  at  North  Klba,  and  deem  the 
privilege  of  making  pilgrimages  thither  a  recom|)ense 
for  the  loss  of  every  glorious  recollection  of  the  past, 
and  for  our  severance  from  the  name  of  Washington  ? 
He  who  is  recognized  as  the  Father  of  his  Country  ? 
(Cries  of  "No,  no,"  and  cheers.)  No,  gentlemen,  we 
are  not  prepared,  I  trust,  for  this  sad  exchange,  this 
fatal  severance.  We  are  not  prepared,  I  trust,  either  to 
part  with  our  glorious  past  or  to  give  up  the  advantages 
of  our  present  happy  condition.  We  are  not  prepared 
to  relin<iuish  our  affection  for  the  South,  nor  to  involve 
our  section  in  the  losses,  the  deprivation  of  blessings 
and  advantages  necessarily  resulting  to  each  from  dis 
union.  Gentlemen,  we  never  would  have  attained  the 
wealth  and  jirosperity  as  a  nation  whicli  is  now  ouis, 
but  for  our  connection  with  these  very  much  reviled  and 
injured  slaveholders  of  the  Southern  States.  -Vnd,  gen- 
tlemen, if  dissolution  U  to  take  jilace,  we  must  jiart  with 
the  trade  of  the  South,  and  thereliy  surrender  our  jiarti- 
cipation  in  the  wealth  of  the  South.  Nay,  more — we  are 
told  from  good  authority  that  we  must  not  only  part 
with  the  slaveholding  States,  but  that  our  younger  sister 
with  the  golden  crown— rich,  teeming  California,  she 
who  added  the  final  requisite  to  our  greatness  as  a 
nation —  wdl  not  come  with  us.  She  will  remain  with 
the  South. 

Uenilemen,  if  we  allow  this  course  of  Injustice  toward 

the  South  to  continue,  these  are  to  be  the  consequences — 

evil  lo  us,  evil   al-o  to  them.     Much   of  all   H^at  we  are 

i  luost  proud  of;  much  of  all  tMal  contributes  to  our  pros- 

I  perity  and  greatness  as  a  nation,  must  jiass  away  from 

I  us. 

!      The  question  is — should  we  permit  it  to  h-:  continued, 

and    sulmiil   to   ;ili  il.ese  evili?     Ii  there  any  reason  to 

I  justify  such  a  course?     Tlieit  is  a  reason  preached  to  US 

lor  permitting  it.     We  are  told  that  Slavery  is  uriju«t;  we 

!  are  told  that  it  is  a  matter  of  comcience  to  put  it  down ; 
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ail  1  tliin  wli;itr;vei-  treaties  or  compacts,  or  laws,  or  con- 
mKiiiiuiM,  liAVe  been  made  to  sanctiuii  unJ  uphulJ  li,  it 
M>iiil  uniioly,  iiiiil  iliiit  we  are  bound  lo  trample  ui)On 
ireaiies,  C'>mpiiJts,  lawn,  and  coiislilunons,  and  to  staml 
oy  wbiit  III  se  men  anuganlly  tell  us  Is  tlie  law  of  Ui>d 
Knd  a  lundamenial  principle  of  natural  jusiice.  Indeed, 
gentlemen,  llicse  two  things  are  not  distinguishable.  The 
liw  of  Hod  and  natural  jusiice,  as  between  man  and  man, 
are  one  and  the  same.  The  wisest  philosopher  of  iiiicient 
t,;„es — licHthon  philosophers — said,  The  rule  of  conduct 
between  man  and  man  is,  lo  live  honestly,  to  injure  no 
man,  and  to  render  to  every  man  his  due.  In  words  fur 
more  direct  ami  empJiaiic,  in  words  of  the  most  perfect 
comprehensiveness,  the  Saviour  of  the  world  gave  us  the 
same  rule  in  one  short  fentcnce — ''  Love  Ihy  neighbor  as 
thyself."  (Applause.)  Now,  S|>eaking  between  us,  people 
ol  iiie  North  and  our  brethren  of  the  .South,  I  ask  you  to 
act  upon  this  maxim — the  maxim  of  the  heathen — the 
command  of  the  living  God  :  "  Render  to  every  man  his 
due,"  "  Love  thy  neighbor  as  thyself."  (Applause.)  Thus 
we  should  act  and  feel  toward  the  South.  Upon  that 
inaXMii  which  came  from  ilim  of  Nazareth  we  should  act 
toward  the  South,  but  without  putting  upon  It  any  new- 
fangled, modern  interpretation.  We  shouhl  neither  say 
nor  think  that  any  Gospel  minister  of  this  day  Is  wiser  than 
God  liiiusell — than  lie  who  pave  us  the  G^^pl.  Tliese 
maxims  should  govern  between  us  and  our  brethren  of  the 
youth.  But,  geuileraen,  the  question  Is  this:  Do  these 
maximsjustify  the  assertion  of  those  who  seek  lo  Invade 
llie  rigiits  of  the  South,  by  proclaiiulng  negro  Slavery 
unjust  1  That  is  the  point  to  which  this  great  argument, 
involving  the  fate  of  our  Union,  mast  now  come.  Is 
negro  Slavery  unjust  ?  If  it  be  unjust,  It  violates  the 
first  rule  of  human  conduct,  "  Uender  lo  every  man  his 
due."  If  it  be  unjust,  it  violates  the  law  of  God,  which 
gays,  ''  Love  thy  neighbor  as  thyself."  for  that  law  requires 
that  we  should  perpetrate  no  injustice.  Gentlemeu,  if  It 
could  be  maintained  that  negro  Slavery  is  unjust,  is  thus 
iu  conllict  with  the  law  of  nature  ainl  the  law  of  God, 
perhaps  I  might  be  prepared — perha|>s  we  all  ought  to  be 
prepare>l  to  go  with  llial  distinguished  man  to  whom 
allusion  is  frequently  made,  and  Siiy,  there  is  a  "  higher 
law  "  which  compels  us  lo  trample  beneath  our  f^el,  as  a 
wicked  and  unholy  compact,  the  Constitution  established 
by  our  fathers,  with  all  the  blessings  It  secures  to  their 
children,  liut  I  insist — and  that  is  the  argu:nent  which  we 
must  meet,  and  on  which  we  must  come  lo  a  conclusion 
tiial  shall  govern  our  action  in  the  future  selection  of  re- 
liresentatives  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  Stales—/ 
iinii,sl  that  negro  Sldceri/  is  not  vnjuxt.  (Long  con- 
tinued applause.)  It  i«  iwt  iinjimt;  it  isju,st,wise,  and 
be^ii^Jicent.  (Hisses,  followed  by  applause,  and  cries  of 
"  I'uthim  out.")     Let  Ilim  stay,  gentlemen. 

Pkksiukst. — Let  him  stay  there.    Order. 

Mk.  U'Co.sok. — Serpents  may  hiss,  but  good  men  will 
hear.  (Cries  again  of  "Put  him  out;"  calls  to  order; 
confusion  for  a  time.) 

TuE  Prksidknt. — If  anybody  hisses  here,  remember  that 
every  oiie  has  his  own  peculiar  way  of  expressing  him- 
self, and  as  some  birds  only  understand  hissii-.g,  they 
must  hiss,     (.\pplause  ) 

Mb.  O'Conor. — Gentlemen,  there  la  an  animal  upon 
this  earth  that  has  no  faculty  of  making  its  sentiments 
known  in  any  other  way  than  by  a  hiss.  I  am  for  equal 
rights.  (Three  cheers  were  here  given  for  Mr.  O'Con  ir, 
three  for  Gov.  Wise,  and  three  groans  for  John  Brown.) 
I  beg  of  you,  gentlemen,  all  of  you  who  are  of  my  mind  at 
least,  to  preserve  silence,  and  leave  the  hissing  animal  in 
the  full  enjoyment  of  his  natural  privileges.  (Cries  of 
"  Good,  good,"  laughter  and  applause.)  The  f\rst  of  our 
race  that  offended  was  taught  to  do  so  by  that  hissin;; 
animal.  (Laughter  and  applause.)  The  first  human 
society  that  was  ever  broken  up  through  sin  and  discord, 
had  its  happy  union  dissolved  by  the  entrance  of  thai 
animal,  (.\pplause.)  Therefore  I  say  it  is  his  privilege  to 
hiss.  Lei  him  hiss  on.  (Cries  of  •'  Good,  good,"  laughter 
and  applause)  Gentlemen,  I  will  not  detain  you  much 
longer.  (Cries  of  "Go  on,  go  on.")  1  niainlain  that 
negro  Slavery  is  not  unjust— (a  voice — "No,  sir,"  ap- 
plause,) that  it  is  benign  in  its  influence  upon  the  while 
man  and  upon  the  black.  (Voices—"  Thai's  so,  that's 
so."  applause.)  I  maintain  that  it  is  ordained  by  na- 
ture ;  that  it  is  a  necessity  of  both  races  ;  that,  in  cli- 
mates where  the  black  race  can  live  and  prosper,  nature 
herself  enjoins  correlative  duties  on  the  black  man  and 
on  the  while,  which  cannot  be  performed  except  by  the 
preservation,  and,  if  the  hissing  gentleman  please,  the 
perpe.ualion  of  negro  Slavery. 

1  am  fortified  in  this  opinion  by  the  highest  tribunal  in 
our  country,  that  venerable  e.\i>onent  of  our  institutions, 
and  of  the  principles  of  jusiice— the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
United  Slates.  That  court  has  held,  on  this  subject,  what 
wise  men  will  ever  pronounce  to  be  aounn  and  just  doc- 


trine. There  are  some  jirlnciples  well  known,  well  under- 
stood, universally  recognized  and  univer.nully  acknow 
ledged  among  men,  that  are  not  to  he  found  written  in  cun- 
slitulions  or  in  laws.  The  people  of  the  I'nited  ."'t.ites,  at 
the  formation  of  our  Government,  were,  as  they  htitlare,  in 
some  sense,  peculiarly  and  radically  dLlinguLshuble  from 
other  natioas.  We  were  white  men,  of — what  is  commonly 
called,  by  way  of  distinction— the  Caucasian  race.  We 
Were  a  monogamous  people  ;  that  Is  to  say,  we  were  not 
Moliammedan.s,  or  followers  of  Joe  Smith — with  half  a  do- 
zen wives  apiece.  (Laughter.)  It  was  a  fundamental 
principle  of  our  civilization  that  no  State  could  exist  or  be 
tolerated  in  this  L'liion,  which  should  not,  in  lliat  respect, 
resemble  all  the  other  States  of  the  I  nioii.  S<jiiie  oilier 
distinctive  features  might  be  .■•tatcd  which  serve  to  mark 
us  as  a  jK-nple  distinct  Irom  olliers,  and  incapable  of  asso- 
ciating on  terms  of  perfect  political  equality,  or  social 
equality,  as  friends  and  fellow-citizens,  with  some  kinds  of 
people  that  are  to  be  found  upon  the  face  of  the  earth. 
As  a  white  nation,  we  made  our  Constitution  and  our  laws, 
vesting  all  political  rights  in  that  race.  They,  and  they 
alone,  constituted,  in  every  political  sense,  tlie  American 
people.  (.Vpplause. )  As  to  the  negro,  why,  we  allowed 
ilim  to  live  under  the  shadow  and  protection  of  our  laws. 
We  gave  him,  as  we  were  bound  to  give  him,  protection 
against  wrong  and  outrage  ;  but  we  denied  to  iihii  political 
rights,  or  the  power  to  govern,  We  left  him,  for  so  long  a 
period  as  the  community  in  which  he  dwelt  should  go  order, 
in  the  condition  of  a  bondsman.  (Applause.)  Now,  gen- 
tlemen, to  that  condition  the  negro  is  a.><si^-ni'd  by  nature. 
(Cries  of  "  Bravo,"  and  "  Thai's  so,"  and  applause.)  Kx- 
perience  shows  that  this  race  cannot  prosper — that  they 
become  extinct  in  any  cold,  or  in  any  very  temperate  clime  ; 
but  in  the  warm,  the  extremely  warm  regions,  liLs  race  can 
be  perpetuated,  and  with  proper  guardimiship,  may  pros- 
per. He  has  ample  strength,  and  is  coi:i]ietent  to  labor, 
but  nature  denies  to  him  either  the  intellect  to  govern  or 
the  willingness  to  work.  (Applause.)  Itoih  were  denied 
him.  That  same  power  which  deprived  him  of  the  will  to 
labor,  gave  him,  in  our  country,  as  a  recompense,  a  tnltster 
to  coerce  that  duty,  and  convert  him  into  a  useful  and  val- 
uable servant.  (Applause.)  I  maintain  that  It  is  not  in- 
justice to  leave  the  negro  In  the  condition  In  which  nature 
placed  him,  and  for  which  alone  he  Is  aila|>ted.  Killed 
only  for  a  state  of  pupilage,  our  slave  system  gives  liira  a 
master  to  govern  him  and  to  supply  his  deficiencies :  in 
this  there  is  no  injustice.  Neither  Is  it  unjust  in  the  master 
to  compel  him  to  labor,  and  thereby  afford  to  that  master 
a  just  compensation  in  return  for  the  care  and  talent  em- 
ployed in  governing  him.  In  this  way  alone  is  the  negro 
enabled  to  render  hliiLself  useful  to  himself  and  to  the  so 
ciety  in  which  he  is  jilaced. 

These  are  the  principles,  gentlemen,  which  the  extreme 
measures  of  abolitionism  compel  us  to  enforce.  This  la 
the  ground  that  we  must  lake,  or  abandon  our  cherLshcd 
Union.  We  must  no  longer  favor  political  leaders  who  talk 
about  negro  Slavery  being  an  evil ;  nor  must  we  advaiic« 
the  indefensible  doctrine  that  negro  Slavery  is  a  thing 
which,  although  pernicious,  is  to  be  tolerated  merely  be- 
cause we  have  made  a  bargain  to  tolerate  it.  We  must 
turn  away  from  the  teachings  of  fanaticism.  We  must 
look  at  negro  slavery  as  it  is,  remembering  that  the  voice 
of  Inspiration,  as  found  in  the  sacred  volume,  nowhere 
condemns  the  bondage  of  those  who  are  fit  only  for  bond- 
age. Yielding  to  the  clear  decree  of  nature,  and  the  dic- 
tates of  sound  philosophy,  we  must  pronounce  that  Insti- 
tution just,  benign,  lawful  and  proper.  The  Constitution 
established  by  the  fathers  of  our  Republic,  which  recog- 
nized it,  must  be  inainUtined.  And  that  both  mar  stand 
together,  we  must  maintain  that  neither  the  institution 
itself,  nor  the  Constitution  which  ujiholds  it,  is  wicked  or 
unjust;  but  that  each  is  sound  and  wise,  and  entitled  to 
our  fullest  support. 

We  must  visit  witli  our  execration  any  man  claiming  our 
suffrages,  who  objects  to  enforcing,  with  entire  good  faith, 
the  provisions  of  the  Constitution  in  favor  of  negro  Slavery, 
or  who  seeks,  by  any  indirection,  to  withhold  it-*  protection 
from  the  South,  or  to  get  away  from  its  obligations  upon 
the  North.  Let  us  henceforth  support  no  man  for  public 
cilice  whose  speech  or  action  temU  lo  induce  assaults  upon 
the  territory  of  our  Southern  neighbors,  or  to  generate  in- 
surrection within  their  borders.  (Lnud  applause.)  Thece 
are  the  principles  upon  which  we  must  act.  This  is  what 
we  must  say  to  our  brethren  of  the  South.  If  we  have  sent 
men  into  Congress  who  are  false  to  these  views,  and  are 
seeking  to  violate  the  compact  wljch  binds  us  together,  we 
must  ask  to  be  forgiven  until  we  have  another  chance  to  man- 
ilesl  our  will  at  the  ballot-l)o.xes.  We  niu^t  tell  them  that 
these  men  sliall  be  consigned  to  p-ivacy  (applause),  and 
that  true  men,  men  faithful  to  the  Cwi^lilutlon,  men 
loving  all  portions  of  the  country  alike,  «li.ill  be  elected 
in  their  stead  And,  gentlemen,  we  must  do  more  than 
promise  this — we    must    perf.irm  it.     (Loud  applause,  (ol- 
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lowed  by  three  cheers  for  Mr.  O'Conor,  and  a  tiger.)  But  l 
a  word  iiiorf-,  geiitlemeJi,  and  I  hHVedune.  (Cries  of"  Go  1 
on.")  1  have  no  douljt  at  all  that  what  I  have  said  to 
you  thi.s  evening  will  be  greaily  misrepresented.  It  is  I 
very  certain  t jiat  I  have  not  had  fine  enough  properly  to 
enlarge  upuii  and  fully  to  explain  the  interesting  topics  on  j 
wtiicti  I  have  ventured  to  e.xpress  myself  thus  boldly  and 
distmctiy,  taking  upon  niy.-elf  the  consequences,  be  they 
what  they  may.  (Applause.)  But  I  wiU  say  a  few  words 
by  way  of  explanation.  I  have  maintained  the  justice  of 
fclavery  ;  I  have  maintained  it,  because  I  hold  that  the 
negro  is  decreed  by  nature  to  a  state  of  pupilage  under  the 
dominion  of  the  wiser  while  man,  in  every  clime  where 
(rod  and  nature  meant  the  negro  should  live  at  all. 
(Applause.)  I  >ay  a  .state  of  pupilage;  and,  that  I  may 
be  rightly  understood,  I  say  that  it  Is  the  duly  of  the 
while  man  to  treat  him  kindly;  that  is  the  interest  of  the 
white  man  to  treat  him  kindly.  (Applause.)  And  further, 
ills  my  belief  that  if  the  wlnte  man,  in  tlie  States  where 
Slavery  cxist.<,  is  not  interfered  with  by  the  fanatics  who 
are  now  creating  tliese  disturbances,  whatever  laws, 
whatever  improvements,  wliatever  variations  in  the  con- 
duct of  t-ocieiy  are  iiecessary  for  the  purpose  of  enforcing 
in  every  instance  the  dictates  of  interest  and  humanity, 
Hs  between  tiie  white  man  and  the  black,  will  be  faith- 
fully and  fairly  carried  out  in  the  progress  of  that  im- 
provement in  all  these  things  in  which  we  are  engaged. 
It.  is  not  preieiiiied  that  tiie  master  lias  a  right  to  slay  his 
slave  ;  it  is  not  pretended  that  he  has  a  right  to  be  guilty 
of  harshness  and  inhumanity  to  ills  slave.  The  laws  of 
ah  the  S'lUihern  States  forbid  that;  we  have  not  the  right 
here  at;  the  North  to  be  guilty  of  cruelty  toward  a  horse. 
It  is  an  indictable  offence  to  commit  sucli  cruelty.  The 
same  laws  exist  in  the  South,  and  if  there  is  any  failure 
in  enfurcing  tiiem  to  the  fullest  extent,  it  is  due  to  this 
external  force,  wliicli  is  pressing  upon  the  Southern 
Mates,  and  comjiels  them  to  abstain  periiaps  from  many 
acts  beneficent  tuward  the  negro  which  otherwise  would 
be  performed.  (Applause.)  In  truth,  in  fact,  in  deed, 
tlie  white  man  in  the  slaveholding  States  has  no  more 
authority  by  law  of  the  land  over  his  slave  than  our  laws 
allow  to  a  father  over  his  minor  children.  He  can  no 
more  violate  humanity  with  respect  to  them,  than  a  father 
in  any  of  the  free  States  of  this  Union  can  exercise  acts 
violative  of  humanity  toward  his  own  son  under  the  age 
of  twenty-one.  So  far  as  the  law  is  concerned,  you  own 
your  boys,  and  have  a  right  to  their  services  until  they 
are  twenty-one.  You  can  make  them  work  for  you  ;  you 
have  the  right  to  hire  out  their  services  and  take  their 
earnings  ;  you  have  the  right  to  chastise  them  with  judg- 
ment and  reason  if  they  violate  your  commands;  and 
they  are  entirely  without  political  rights:.  Not  one  of 
them  at  the  age  of  twenty  years  and  eleven  months  even, 
can  go  to  the  polls  and  and  giye  a  vote.  Therefore,  gen- 
tlemen, before  the  law,  there  is  but  one  (lifiference  between 
the  free  white  man  of  twenty  years  of  age  in  the  Northern 


Slates,  and  the  negr-i  V:ndman  in  the  Southern  States* 
The  white  man  is  to  be  emancipated  at  twenty-one- 
because  his  God-given  intellect  entitles  him  to  emancipa- 
tion and  fits  him  for  the  duties  to  devolve  upon  him. 
The  negro,  to  be  sure,  is  a  bondman  for  life.  Be  may  be 
sold  Iroiu  one  master  to  another,  but  where  is  the  ill  in 
that? — one  maybe  as  good  as  another.  If  there  be  laws 
with  respect  to  the  mode  of  sale,  which  by  separating  man 
and  wife  do  occasionally  lead  to  tliat  which  shocks 
humanicy,  and  may  be  said  to  violate  ail  propriety  and 
all  conscience — if  such  things  are  done,  let  tiie  South 
alone  and  they  will  correct  the  evil.  Let  our  brethren  of 
the  South  take  care  of  their  own  domestic  institutions 
and  they  will  do  it.  (Applause.)  They  will  so  govern 
themselves  as  to  suppress  acts  of  this  description,  if  they 
are  occasionally  committed,  as  perhaps  they  are,  and  we 
must  all  admit  that  they  are  contrary  to  just  conceptions 
of  right  and  humanity.  1  have  never  yet  heard  of  a 
nation  conquered  from  evil  practices,  brougiit  to  the 
light  of  civilization,  brought  to  the  light  of  religion  or  the 
knowledge  of  the  Gospel  by  the  l)ayonet,  by  the  penal 
laws,  or  by  external  persecutions  of  any  kind.  It  is  not 
by  declamation  and  outcry  against  a  people  from  those 
abroad  and  outside  of  their  territory  that  you  can  improve 
their  manners  or  their  morals  in  any  respect.  No  ;  if, 
standing  outside  of  their  territory,  you  attack  the  errors 
of  a  people,  you  make  them  cling  to  their  faults.  From 
a  sentiment  sopiewhat  excusable — somewhat  akin  to  self- 
respect  and  patriotism — they  will  resist  their  nation's 
enemy.  Let  our  brethren  ol  the  South  alone,  gentlemen, 
and  if  there  be  any  errors  of  this  kind,  they  will  correct 
them. 

There  is  but  one  way  in  which  you  can  thus  leave  them 
to  the  guidance  of  their  own  judgment — by  which  you  can 
retain  them  in  this  Union  as  our  brethren,  and  pei  petuate 
this  g'.orious  Union  ;  and  that  is,  by  resolving — without 
reference  to  the  political  party  or  taction  to  which  any 
one  of  you  may  belong,  without  reference  to  the  name, 
political  or  otlierwise,  which  you  may  please  to  bear — 
resolving  that  the  man,  be  he  who  he  may,  who  advocates 
the  doctrine  that  negro  Slavery  is  unjust,  and  ought  to 
be  assailed  or  legislated  against,  or  wi.o  agitates  the  sub- 
ject of  extinguisliing  negro  Slavery  in  any  of  iis  forms  as 
a  political  hobby,  that  that  man  ^llall  be  Ueiiied  your  suf- 
frages, and  not  only  denied  your  suffrages,  but  that  you 
will  select  from  the  ranks  of  the  opi)osite  party,  or  your 
own,  if  necessary,  the  man  you  like  least,  who  entertains 
opposite  sentiments,  but  through  wnose  instrumentality 
you  may  be  enabled  to  defeat  his  election,  and  to  secure 
in  the  councils  of  the  nation  men  who  are  true  to  the 
Constitution,  who  are  lovers  of  the  Union — men  who  can- 
not be  induced  by  considerations  of  imaginary  benevo- 
lence for  a  people  who  really  do  not  desire  their  aid,  to 
sacrifice  or  to  jeopard  in  any  degree  the  blessings  wh 
enjoy  under  this  Union.  May  it  be  perpetual. 
(Great  and  continued  cheering ) 
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LETTER  FROM  CHARLES  O'COt^OR  TO  A  COMMITTEE  OF  MERCHANTS. 


New  York,  Dec.  20, 1859. 
Chas.  O'Conor,  Esq.  :  The  undersigned,  bein?  desirous  of 
circulating  as  widely  as  possible,  both  at  the  North  and  at  the 
South,  the  proceeiiings  of  the  Union  Meeting  held  at  the 
Academy  of  Music  last  evening,  intend  publishing  in  pamphlet 
form,  for  distribution,  a  correct  copy  of  the  same. 

Will  you  be  so  kind  as  to  inform  us  whether  this  step  meets 
your  appro%'al ;  and  if  so,  furuish  us  with  a  corrected  report 
of  your  speech  delivered  by  you  on  that  occasion.  Yours 
respectfully, 

LEITCH,  BURNET  &  CO., 
GEO.  W.  &  JEHIAL  READ, 
BRUFF,  BROTHER  &  SEAVER, 
C.  B.  HATCH  &  CO., 
DAVIS,  NOBLE  &  CO., 

(Formerly  Furman,  Davis  &  Co.,) 
WEtiSON  &  COX, 
CRONIN,  UURXTHAL&SEAKS, 
ATWATER,  ML'LFORD  CO. 

Gestleiten  :  The  measure  you  propose  meets  my  entire 
approval. 

I  have  long  thought  that  our  disputes  concerning  negro 
Slavery  would  soon  terminate,  if  the  public  mind  could  be 


drawn  to  the  true  issue,  and  steadily  fixed  upon  it.  To 
effect  this  object  was  the  sole  aim  of  m}-  address. 

Though  its  ministers  can  never  permit  the  law  of  the 
land  to  be  questioned  by  private  judgment,  tliere  is.  never- 
theless, such  a  thing  as  natural  justice.  Natural  justice 
has  the  Divine  sanction  ;  and  it  is  impossible  that  any  hu- 
man law  which  conflicts  with  it  should  long  endure. 

■\Vhere  mental  enlightenment  abounds,  where  morality 
is  professed  by  aU,  where  the  mind  is  free,  speech  is  free, 
and  the  press  is  free,  is  it  possible,  in  the  nature  of 
things,  that  a  law  which  is  admitted  to  conflict  with  natu- 
ral justice,  and  with  God's  own  mandate,  should  long  en- 
dure? 

You  all  will  admit  that,  within  certain  limits,  at  least, 
our  Constitution  does  contain  positive  guaranties  for  the 
preservation  of  negro  Slavery  in  the  old  States  through  all 
time,  unless  the  local  legislatures  shall  think  fit  to  abolish 
it.  And,  consequently,  if  negro  Slavery,  however  hu- 
manely administered  or  judiciously  regulated,  be  an  insti- 
tution which  contiicts  with  natural  justice  and  with  God's 
law,  surely  the  most  vehement  and  extreme  admirers  of 
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John  Brown's  sentiments  are  right ;  and  tliei.-  denun- 
ciations against  the  Constitution,  and  against  the  most 
hallowed  names  connected  with  it,  are  perfectly  justifia- 
ble. 

The  friends  of  truth — tlie  patriotic  Americans  who  would 
sustain  their  country's  honor  against  foreign  rivalry,  and 
defend  their  country's  interests  against  all  assailants,  err 
greatly  when  they  contend  with  these  men  on  any  point 
but  one.  Their  general  principles  cannot  be  refuted ; 
their  logic  is  irresistiljle  ;  the  error,  if  any  there  be,  is  in 
their  premises.  They  assert  that  negro  Slavery  is  unjust. 
This,  and  this  alone,  of  all  they  say,  is  capable  of  being 
fairly  argued  against. 

If  this  proposition  cannot  be  refuted,  our  Union  cannot 
endure,  and  it  ought  not  to  endure. 

Our  negro  bondmen  can  neither  be  exterminated  nor 
transported  to  Africa.  They  are  too  numerous  for  either 
process,  and  either,  if  practicable,  would  involve  a  viola- 
tion of  humanity.  If  they  were  emancipated,  they  would 
relapse  into  barbarism,  or  a  set  of  negro  States  would 
arise  in  our  midst,  iiossessing  political  equality,  and  enti- 
tled to  social  equality.  The  division  of  parties  would  soon 
make  the  negro  members  a  powerful  body  in  Congress — 
would  place  some  of  them  in  high  political  stations,  and 
occasionally  let  one  mto  the  exewitive  chair. 


It  is  in  vain  to  say  that  tliis  could  be  endured;  it  Is  sim 
ply  impossible. 

What,  then,  remains  to  be  discussed  ? 

The  negro  race  is  upon  us.  With  a  Constitution  which 
held  them  in  bondage,  our  Federal  Union  might  be  pre- 
served ;  but  if  so  holding  them  in  bondage  be  a  thing  for- 
bidden by  God  and  Nature,  we  cannot  lawfully  so  hold 
them,  and  the  Union  must  perish. 

This  is  the  inevitable  result  of  that  conflict  which  has 
now  reached  its  climax. 

Among  us  at  the  north,  the  sole  question  for  reflection, 
study,  and  friendly  interchange  of  thought  should  be — Is 
negro  Slavery  unjust?  The  rational  and  dispassionate 
inquirer  will  find  no  diflftoulty  in  arriving  at  my  conclu- 
sion. It  is  fit  and  proper ;  it  is,  in  its  own  nature,  as  an 
institution,  beneficial  to  both  races  ;  and  the  effect  of  tl«U 
assertion  is  not  diminished  by  our  admitting  that  many 
faults  are  practised  under  it.  Is  not  such  the  fact  in  re- 
spect to  all  human  laws  and  institutions  ? 

I  am,  gentlemen,  with  great  respect,  yours  truly, 

Charles  O'Cosor.' 

To  Messrs.  Leitch,  Burnet  &  Co. ;  Geo.  W.  &  Jehial  Read;  Bruff, 
Brother  &  Seaver  ;  <y.  B.  Hatch  &  Co.  ;  Darts,  Noble  &  Co.  i 
Wesson  &  Cox  ;  Croniu,  Hurxthal  &  Sears  ;  Atwater,  Mulfoi-a 
A  Co. 


HERSCHEL  V.  JOHNSON 

ON    SLAVE  EY    IN    THE    TEEEITORIES. 


On  the  7th  of  July,  1848,  while  the  bill  to 
establish  the  Territorial  Government  of  Oregon 
was  under  consideration  in  the  United  States 
Senate,  the  Hon.  Herschel  V.  Johnson,  then  a 
member  of  the  Senate,  from  Georgia,  and  now 
a  candidate  for  Vice-President  on  the  ticket 
■with  Mr.  Douglas,  made  a  lengthy  speech  from 
which  we  extract  the  following  : 

It  remains  now  to  consider  the  question  involved  in 
the  amendment  proposed  by  the  i^enator  from  Missis- 
sippi (Mr.  Davis).  That  question  is,  whether  it  is  the 
dut.y  of  Congress  to  guarantee  to  the  slaveholder,  who 
shall  remove  with  his  salves  into  the  territory  of  the 
United  States,  the  undisputed  enjoyment  of  his  property 
in  them,  so  long  as  it  continues  to  be  a  Territory.  Or, 
in  other  words,  whether  the  inhabitants  of  a  Territory, 
during  their  Territorial  condition,  have  the  right  to  pro- 
hibit Slavery  therein. 

For  the  purpose  of  this  question,  it  matters  not  where 
the  power  of  legislating  for  the  Territory  resides — 
whether  exclusively  in  Congress,  or  jointly  in  Congress 
and  the  inhabitants,  or  exclusively  in  the  inhabitants  of 
the  Territory ;  the  power  is  precisel.v  the  same — no 
greater  in  the  liands  of  one  than  the  other.  In  no  event, 
can  the  slaveholder  of  the  South  be  excluded  from 
settling  in  such  Territory  with  his  property  of  every 
description.  If  the  right  of  exclusive  legislation  for  the 
Territories  belongs  to  Congress,  then  I  have  shown  that 
they  have  no  Constitutional  power,  either  expressed  or 
implied,  to  prohibit  Slavery  therein.  But  suppose  that 
Congress  have  the  right  to  establish  a  Territorial  Gov- 
ernment only,  an<l  that  then,  all  further  governmental 
control  ceases  ;  can  the  Territorial  Legislature  pass  an 
act  prohibiting  Slavery?  Surely  not.  For  the  mo- 
ment you  admit  the  riglit  to  organize  a  Territorial  Gov- 
ernment to  exist  in  Congress,  you  admit,  necessarily 
he  subordination  of  the  people  of  the  Territory — their 
lependence  on  this  Government  for  an  organic  law  to 
give  them  political  existence.  Hence  all  ttieir  legisla- 
tion must  be  in  conformity  with  the  organic  law;  they 
can  pass  no  act  in  violation  of  it — none  but  such  as  per- 
mits. Since,  therefore,  Congress  has  no  power,  as  I 
have  shown,  to  prohibit  Slavery,  they  cannot  delegate 
such  a  power  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  Territory  ;  they 
cannot  authorize  the  Territorial  Legislature  to  do  that 
which  they  have  no  power  to  do.  The  stream  cannot 
rise  higher  than  its  source.  This  is  as  true  in  govern- 
ments as  in  iihysics. 

It  is  idle,  however,  to  discuss  this  question  in  this  form. 
For  it  Congress  possess  the  j)ower  to  organize  temporary 
governments,  it  must  then  possess  the  power  to  legislate 
for  the  Territories.  If  they  may  perform  the  greater,  they 
may  the  less ;  the  major  uicludes  tlie  minor  proposition. 


Hence  Congress  has,  in  all  cases  since  the  foundation  of 
our  government,  reserved  a  veto  upon  the  legislation  of 
the  territorial  governments ;  it  is  absolutely  necessary, 
in  order  to  restrain  them  from  violations  of  the  Constitu- 
tion and  infringements  of  the  rights  of  the  States,  as  joint 
owners  of  the  public  lands.  If,  therefore,  the  act  of  the 
Territorial  Government,  prohibiting  Slavery,  should  be  sent 
up  to  Congress  for  approval,  they  would  be  bound  to  with- 
hold it,  upon  the  ground  of  its  being  an  act  which  Congress 
themselves  could  not  pass. 

But  suppose  the  right  of  legislation  for  the  Territory  be 
in  its  inhabitants,  can  they  ])rohibit  Slavery  ?  Surely  not ; 
and  for  reasons  similar  to  those  which  show  that  Congress 
cannot. 

The  Territories  are  not  independent  of,  but  subordinate 
to,  the  United  States  ;  and  therefore  their  legislation  must 
be  subordinate.  Let  us  look  at  some  of  the  limitations, 
which  this  condition  imposes.  Under  the  Constitution, 
"  No  title  of  nobility  shall  be  granted  by  the  United 
States;"  "Congress  shall  make  no  law  respecting  the  es- 
tablishment of  religion,  or  pertaining  to  the  free  exercise 
thereof;  no  religious  test  shall  be  required  as  a  qualifica- 
tion to  any  office  or  public  trust  under  the  United  States," 
etc.  It  is  true,  these  restrictions  do  not  apply  in  terms 
to  the  Territories  ;  but  will  it  be  contended  for  a  moment 
that  they  would  have  the  right  by  legislation  to  lay  these 
impositions  upon  citizens  of  the  States  who  emigrate 
thither  for  settlement  ?     .     .     . 

Sovereignty  follows  the  ownership  of  the  domain,  and 
therefore  the  soverci,gnty  over  the  Territories  is  in  the 
States  in  their  confederated  capacity;  hence  the  reason 
that  the  legislation  of  Congress,  as  the  agent  of  the  States 
respecting  the  Territories,  must  be  limited  by  the  object 
of  the  trust,  the  situation  and  nature  of  the  property  to 
be  administered,  and  the  resiJective  rights  of  the  proper 
owners.  Now,  if  the  sovert-ignty  over  tlie  Territories  v 
in  the  States,  and  the  right  of  legislation  not  in  Congress, 
but  in  the  inhabitants  of  tlie  Territories,  it  is  evident  that 
the.v  can  have  no  higher  right  of  legislation  than  Congress 
could  have;  they  must  be  bound  by  limitations  just  men- 
tioned ;  and  if  the  i)rohil>it!on  of  Slavery  in  the  Territories 
by  Congress  be  inconsistent  with  these  limitations,  its  jiro- 
hibition  by  the  territorial  legislature  would  be  so  likewise. 

If  possessing  the  right  of  legislation,  the  inliabitants  of 
the  Territories  are  bound  by  the  limitations  to  which  I 
have  alluded,  it  may  lie  asked,  who  holds  the  check  upon 
their  action?  I  reply,  tlwit  it  is  indisi)ensable  for  Con- 
gress to  exercise  the  veto  upon  their  legislation.  Wtio 
else  shall  prevent  their  passing  laws  in  violation  of  the 
equal  rights  of  the  States  in  the  Territory,  which  is  th*: 
common  property  of  all  ?  Without  the  retention  of  a  veto 
upon  the  legislation  of  the  Territorial  Governments,  it 
would  make  the  inhabitants  of  the  Territory  ind<'pendent 
of  Congress  ;  aye,  it  would  establish  the  proposition,  that  ' 
the  moment  you  conqiu'r  a  peoj.le  they  rise  superior  ti- 
the government  that  co..4'iei>.     New-Mexico  and  Califor 
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nla  are  ours  by  tieaty  ;  but  for  all  the  purposes  of  this  ar- 
Rumeiit,  we  have  acquirca  them  hy  cou.iuest.  To  assert, 
therefore,  that  thev  have  the  rlKht  to  legUlate  over  all 
»ul>jccU— to  piotiiliit  Slavery,  ^le^pile  the  consent  of  the 
United  Slates— is  to  gay  that,  by  our  conquest  of  them, 
thev  become  iiivcstea  wflh  riK'hts  superior  to  those  of  Cou- 
press  The  institution  of  Shivery  is  i/udriiiitecii  by  tlie 
Constitution  of  the  I'uite.l  States,  and  it  has  the  xatne 
proUition  thrown  around  it  which  piarUs  our  cllizens 
Biraliisl  the  Knintini;  of  titles  of  nohilily  or  the  estabhsh- 
nient  of  rrllL-iou  ;  therefore  l\m</resf  tcould  Of  a<  much 
l,oi4nil  to  veto  an  act  of  Territorial  legislation  prohibiting 
It,  as  an  act  violating  these  rights  of  every  citizen  of  the 

Mr  Manguin.— Thia  te  a  free  Territory  (New-Mexico)  I 
am  new  speaking  about.  Suppose  a  North  Carolmi.in  emi- 
crates  to  New-Mexico  with  his  slaves?  they  must  oitherbe 
reco^nired  as  property,  or  not ;  who  has  the  right  to  deU-r- 
luine  that  quest  ion?  ,        j     i. 

Mr.  Johnson.— I  tlitnk  that  question  has  already  been 
decided  bv  tlie  late  treaty  (with  Mexico>.  .  .  Now,  is  not 
eiaverv  iii  the  Inited  States  a  political  as  well  as  a  muni- 
cipal Uistitution  ?  It  is  municipal,  in  that  its  entire  control 
and  continuance  belong  to  the  State  in  which  it  exists  ;  and 
it  is  political,  because  it  is  recognized  by  the  organic  law 
of  the  Confederacy,  and  cannot  be  changed  or  altered  by 
Congress  without  "an  umeudinent  to  the  Constitution;  and 
because  it  U  a  fundamental  law,  that  three-fiftli3  of  the 
slaves  are  represented  in  the  National  U'gislature.  Being 
political,  upon  the  execuUon  of  the  Treaty  of  Cession  with 
Mexico  it  extended  eo  iui,(anli,  over  the  Territories  of 
New-Mexico  and  California.  Then,  I  say,  if  a  fellow-cili- 
ten  of  the  Senator  from  North  CaroUna  iMr.  Mangum) 
were  to  remove  with  his  slaves  into  New-Mexico,  his  right 
to  their  use  and  service  is  guaranteed  by  the  Constitution 
of  the  I'uited  States,  and  no  power  on  earth  can  deprive 
hlra  of  them,  .  .  It  is  a  mUapplication  of  terms  to  speak 
of  prolubiting  Slavery  in  the  territory  of  the  United  States. 
It  already  exists  in  contemplation  of  law,  and  the  legisla- 
tion proposed  (prohibition)  amounts  t»  abolition.     .     .     . 

But  suppose,  Mr.  I'resident,  you  have  the  right  to  pro- 
hibit Slavery  in  the  Territories  of  the  United  States,  what 
hi-h  poUtical  consideration  requires  you  to  exercUe  it? 
All  must  see,  that  it  cannot  be  effect*  d  without  producing 
n  popular  coHtuUion  ichich  will  probably  dneolve 

"CAPITAL   SHOULD    OWN    L.tBOR." 

Mr.  Ilerschel  V.  Johnson  made  a  speech  at  a 
Democratic  meeting  in  Philadelphia  on  the  ITtli 
of  September.  1 850,  in  which  the  newspapers 
report  him  as  having  said,  among  other  things: 

"  We  believe  that  capital  should  own  labor ;  is  there 
Hjy  doubt  that  there  must  be  a  laboring  clasa  every- 
where? In  all  countries  and  under  every  form  of  social 
organization  there  must  be  a  laboring  class— a  class  of 
men  who  get  their  living  by  the  sweat  of  their  brow  ;  and 
then  there  must  be  another  class  that  controla  and  di- 
rects the  capiul  of  the  country." 

MS.  Johnson's  vikws  on  fopclar  soverkigntt. 

After  the  adjonrnment  of  the  Democratic 
National  Convention  from  Charleston  to  Haiti- 
more  a  Democratic  State  Convention  met  at 
Milledgeville,  G:u,  on  the  4th  of  June,  to  take 
action  in  regard  to  the  secession  of  most  of  the 


Georgia  delegates  at  Charie.-^ton.  It  .seems  that 
a  Business  Committee  of  24  was  appointed,  of 
which  Uerschel  V.  John.^on  was  one.  This 
Committee  disagreed  a.s  to  the  propriety  of  ap- 
pointing new  delegates  to  Baltimore,  the  friends 
of  the  Seceders  opposing  and  a  few  wlio  pre-  ^ 
ferred  to  see  Douglas  elected  to  a  dis.'solution 
of  the  party,  favoring  that  step  ;  and  the  conse- 
quence was,  that  two  reports  were  presented—, 


a  majority  one  by  twenty  members  of  the 
Committee,  and  a  minority  one  by  four  inem- 
ber.s.  which  latter  division  included  Herschel 
V.  Johnson  who,  as  chairman,  introduced  the 
minority  report. 

The  two  reports  were  discussed  liy  various 
pci>ons,  Mr.  Johnson  defending  his,  nnd  Howell 
Cobb,  Socretiiry  of  the  Treasury,  acting  as  pacifi- 
cator. The  latter  gentleman  stated  that  there 
was  "no  ditference  in  the  principles  enunciated 
in  both  the  niiijority  and  niinoiiiy  reports. 
Tiiere  were  only  two  minor  ililliTiiiccs  ;  one 
was,  that  the  miijority  iej>ort  ituior.sed  the 
.secession  from  the  Charleston  Convention  — 
while  the  minority  neither  indorsed  nor  com- 
mended the  action  of  the  Georgia  delegates 
there." 

The  result  wa.s,  that  the  majority  report  was 
adopted  by  a  vote  of  ^Si'i  to  41,  when  the 
minority,  under  the  lead  of  Mr.  Johnson,  se- 
ceded, organized  another  Convention  and  ap- 
pointed a  full  delegation  to  Baltimore,  one- 
half  of  whom  were  admitted  to  seats  by  the 
Convention,  together  with  one-half  of  the  other 
delegation. 

The  following  is  the  report  presented  to  the 
regular  Convention  by  Mr.  Johnson  : 

MINORITY    RKPOUT. 

Jleoolred,  That  we  reaffirm  the  CincinLatl  Platform, 
with  the  following  additional  propositions : 

Ist  That  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  have  an  equal 
right  to  settle  with  t/i&ir  property  o/uny  Aiii'l,  in  th6 
organized  Territories  of  the  United  States,  and  that  under 
the  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  in 
the  case  of  Dred  Scott,  which  we  recognize  as  the  correct 
exposition  of  the  Constitution  in  this  particular,  tslwce 
property  HtitndH  upon  the  game  fuoting  u»  (ill  other 
Jtvcriptioim  of  property,  and  that  neither  the  General 
Government,  kor  any  Tkkritohul  Oovkk.nmknt,  can 
deetroy  or  impair  the  right  to  nlore  property  m  the 
common  Territories,  any  more  than  the  right  to  u;iy  other 
description  of  properti/ ;  that  jiroperty  of  all  ktnda, 
slaves  as  well  as  any  other  species  of  property,  in  the 
Territories,  st.and  upon  the  same  eciual  and  broad  Consti- 
tutional basis,  and  subject  to  like  princii)les  of  ncognition 
and  protection  in  the  LecisLxTiyBj udidai  and  execu- 
tire  department*  of  the  Gorernmeiit. 

2d.  That  we  will  support  any  man  who  may  be  nom^ 
nated  by  the  Baltimore  Convention,  for  the  Presidency, 
who  hoUlg  the  principles  set  forth  in  the  foregoing  pro- 
position and  who  will  give  them/uj.  iii</.«*rm <•;</,  and 
that  we  will  not  hold  ourselves  bound  losupp'.rt  any  man, 
who  may  be  the  nominee,  who  entertains  principles  in- 
cotisi/^te'nl  with  those  set  forth  in  the  above  |.rop'*ition, 
or  trho  denies  tJiat  stare  property  in  the  Territories 
does  stand  on  an  equal  footing,  and  on  the  name  t  on«ti- 
tutional  basis  of  other  descrij'tions  ifjinjierly. 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  a  large  majority  of  the  delegates 
from  Georgia  fell  it  to  be  their  duty  to  withdraw  from  the 
late  Democratic  Convention  at  Charleston,  thereby  de- 
priving thus  Stale  of  her  vote  therein,  according  to  the 
decWon  of  said  Convention. 

Itesolced,  That  this  Convention  will  appoint  twenty 
delegaU-s — four  from  the  State  at  large,  and  two  from 
each  Congressional  District — to  represent  the  Democratic 
parly  of  (ieorgia.ln  the  a<ljourned  Convention  at  Balti- 
more, on  the  ISlh  Inst.,  ami  that  said  delegates  be  and 
they  are  hereby  InstrucU'd  to  prentnt  the  forr<j"in(tpro- 
\  pni^itiiniK,  anil  ank'  their  adoption  by  tJit  S'nti'jnal 
Democratic  (on^ention.  Hlkschkl  V.  .Iohnsom, 

Tiios.  1'.  Safkoi.ii, 
II.  K.  .M<C.»v, 

A.  CoLV.lKI). 
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TREASON  AND  DISUNION  AVOWED. 


In  185(J,  as  now,  many  of  the  leading  States- 
men and  editors  of  the  Democratic  party  in  the 
Sout^^ern  States  uttereil  predictions  of  Disunion, 
made  arguments  for  Disunion  and  very  solemn 
threats  of  Disunion  in  ease  they  should  he 
beaten  in  the  Presidential  Ejection.  Mr.  Slidell, 
Senator  from  Louisiana,  and  the  particular 
friend  and  champion  of  Mr.  Buchanan,  declared 
in  185ti  that  "  if  Freniout  sliould  be  elected, 
the  Union  would  be  dissolved."  Mr.  Toombs, 
of  Georgia,  said  "  that  iu  such  an  event  the 
Union  would  be  dissolved,  and  ought  to  be  dis- 
solved." Mr.  Butler,  of  S.  C,  a  leading  mem- 
ber of  the  U.  S.  Senate  and.  chairman  of  the 
Judiciary  Committee  iu  1856,  said: 

■When  Fremont  is  elected,  we  must  rely  upon  what 
we  have — a  good  State  Government.  Every  Governor  of 
the  South  should  call  the  Legislature  of  his  Slate  to- 
gether, and  have  measures  of  the  South  decided  upon. 
//■  they  did  not,  and  submit  to  the  degradation,  they 
would  detserve  the  fate  of  slaves,  /should  advise  my 
Legislature  to  go  at  the  tap  of  the  drum. 

Mr.  Keitt,  of  S.  C. ,  made  a  fiery  speech  at 
Lyncliburgh,  Va.,  iu  185G  and  in  view  of  the 
apprehended  election  of  Col.  Freuiout,  ex- 
claimed : 

I  tell  you  now,  that  if  Fremont  is  elected,  adherence 
to  the  Union  is  treason  to  liberty.  (Loud  cheers. )  I 
tell  you  now,  that  the  southern  man  who  will  submit  to 
liis  election  is  a  traitor  and  a  coward.  (Enthusiastic 
cheers.) 

This  speech  was  indorsed  as  "  sound  doc- 
trine"  by  the  Hon.  John  B.  Floyd,  of  Va.,  now 
Mr.  Buchanan's  Secretary  of  War. 

Mr.  Preston  S.  Brooks  was  complimented  for 
his  attempted  (and  nearly  successful)  assassi- 
nation of  Senator  Sumner,  by  an  ovation  at  the 
hands  of  his  constituents  at  which  Senators  But- 
ler, S.  C,  and  Toombs,  of  Georgia,  assisted. 
The  hero  of  the  day,  Mr.  Brooks,  made  a  speech 
on  the  occasion  from  which  the  following  is  an 
extract ; 

TVe  have  the  issue  upon  us  now  ;  and  how  are  we  to 
meet  it?  I  tell  you,  fellow-citizens,  from  the  bottom  of 
my  heart,  that  tlie  only  mode  whicli  I  thinli  available  for 
meeting  it  is  just  to  tear  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
imitates,  trample  it  under  foot,  and  form  a  tSouthern 
Confederacy  every  State  of  which  will  be  a  slai^ehold- 
ing  State.  (Loud  and  prolonged  cheers)  I  believe  it, 
as  I  stand  in  the  face  of  my  Maker  ;  I  believe  it  on  my 
responsibility  to  you  as  your  honored  representative, 
that  the  only  hope  of  the  South  is  in  tlie  South,  and 
that  the  only  a  vailable  ineaiis  of  'making  that  hope 
effective  is  to  cut  asunder  the  bonds  that  tie  iia  to- 
gether, and  take  our  separate  position  in  the  family 
of  nations.  These  are  my  opinions.  They  have  always 
been  my  opinions.  /  have  been  a  disu7iionist  from 
tli,e  time  I  could  think.     .     .     . 

Now,  feltjw-citizens,  I  have  told  you  very  frankly 
and  undisguisedly,  that  I  believe  the  only  hope  of  the 
South  is  in  dissolving  the  bonds  which  connect  us  with 
the  Government — in  separating  the  living  body  from 
the  dead  carcass.  If  1  was  the  commander  of  an  army, 
I  never  would  post  a  sentinel  who  would  not  stoear 
that  Slavery  is  right.'"    .    .     . 

I  speak  on  my  individual  responsibility  :  If  Fremont 
be  elected  J're.iideni  of  the  United  States,  I  am  for  the 
people  in  their  majeKty  rising  above  the  law  and. 
leaders,  taking  the  power  into  their  own  hands,  going 
0},'  concert  or  not  by  concert,  and  laying  the  strong 


arm  of  .southern  freemen,  upon  the  Treasury  and  ar- 
chives  of  the  Government.     (Applause.) 

The  Charleston  "Mercury,"  the  recognized 
organ  of  the  South  Carolina  Democracy,  in  a 
recent  article  says  : 

Upon  the  policy  of  dissolving  -the  Union,  of  separat- 
ing the  Sotith  from  her  northern  enemies,  and  estab- 
lishing a  southern  Confederacy,  parties,  pro'-SM,  poli- 
ticians, and  people,  are  a  unit.  There  is  not  a  singls 
public  man  in  her  lim.if.s,  not  one  of  her  present  repre- 
sentatives or  senators  in  Congress  xcho  is  not  pledged 
to  the  lips  in  favor  of  disunion.  Indeed,  we  well  remem- 
ber that  one  of  the  most  prominent  leadera  of  the  coupe- 
ration  party,  when  taunted  with  submission,  rebuked  the 
thought  by  saying,  "  tjuit  in  opposing  sece-tsioji,  he  only 
took  a  step  backward  to  strike  a  blow  more  deadly 
against  the  Union." 

In  the  autumn  of  185G,  Henry  A.  Wise,  then 
Governor  of  Virginia,  told  the  people  of  that 
State  that — 

The  South  could  not,  without  degradation,  submit  to 
the  election  of  a  Black  Kepuldican  P/-esident.  To  tell 
me  we  should  submit  to  the  election  of  a  Ulacl:  Republi- 
can, under  circumstances  like  these,  is  to  tell  me  that 
Virginia  and  the  fourteen  Slave  States  are  al -eady  sul)ju- 
gated  and  degraded,  [cheers  ;]  that  the  southern  people 
are  without  spirit,  and  without  purpose  to  defend  the 
rights  they  know  and  dare  not  maintain.  [Cheers  ]  If 
you  submit  to  the  election  of  Fremont,  you  will  prove 
what  Seward  and  Burlingame  said  to  be  true — that  the 
South  cannot  be  kicked  out  of  the  Union. 

During  the  Presidential  campaign  of  1856,  the 
Washington  correspondent  of  the  "Xew  Orleans 
Delta,"  a  journal  high  in  the  confidence  of  the 
Pierce  administration,  wrote  : 

It  is  already  arranged,  in  the  event  of  Fremont's 
election,  or  a  failure  to  elect  b.v  the  people,  to  call  the 
Legislatures  of  Virginia,  South  tJarolina  and  Georgia  'to 
conceit  measjires  to  withdraw  from  the  Union  before 
Fremont  can  get  possession  of  the  Army  and  navy  and 
the  purse-strings  of  government.  Governor  Wise  is  ac- 
tively at  work,  already  in  the  m.aiis':  'IheS'inth  can 
rely  on  the  President  in,  the.  emergency  nnitemplated. 
The  question  now  is,  whether  the  people  of  me  South  will 
sustain  their  leaders. 

At  a  Union  mtieting  rrc'nllv  Ivdd  at  Knox- 
ville,  Tenn.,  Judge  Daily,  foriu.'rly  of  Georgia, 
niiide  a  violent  southern  speecli,  in  the  course  of 
which  he  said : 

During  the  Presidential  contest,  Governor  Wise  had  ad- 
dressed letters  to  all  the.  southern  governors,  and  that 
the  one  t^  the  Governor  of  Florida  had  been  sliown 
him.,  tn  which  Gov.  Wise  said  he  had.  an  army  in  read,- 
iness  to  prevent  Fremont  from  taking  his  seat  if  elect- 
ed, and  asking  the  coiipeiation  of  those  to  whom  he 
wrote  : 

Charles  J.  Fattlkner,  formerly  a  Representa- 
tive iii  Congress  from  Viiginia,  Chairman  of  the 
Democratic  Coiigre.ssion;d  Committee,  in  1856, 
and  now  Minister  to  France,  at  a  recent  Demo- 
cratic meeting  held  in  Virginia,  over  which  bo 
presided,  said : 

When  that  noble  and  gallant  son  of  Virginia,  Henry  A. 
Wise,  declared,  as  was  said  he  did  in  October,  1S56,  that 
if  Fremont  should  be   elected,   he  would  seize  the  na- 

TIO>'AL   ARSENAL   AT   IIARPE.'i's     FKRRT,    how    feW  WOUld,   at 

that  time,  have  justified  so  bold  and  decided  a  measure? 
Jt  is  the  fortune  of  some  great  and  gifted  minds  to  set 
far  in  advance  of  their  conteinpora'ries.  Should  Wil- 
liam H.  Seward  be  elected  in  Istil),  where  is  the  man  now 
in  our  midst,  icho  -oould  not  call  for  the  impeachment 
of  a  Governor  of  Virginia  who  would  silently  suffer 
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thatarnu>>'y  to  pa«s  uiulfr  the  control  of  tuch  an  Ex- 
ecutire  headT 

The  Richmond  Ji'uquirer,  loiii^  one  of  tlie 
lending  exponents  of  iiie  Sotiiliern  Deuiooracv, 
in  coniinenting  on  tlie  murderous  assault  on 
Senator  Sumner,  said  : 

Sumner,  ami  Sumner's  friends,  must  be  punbhed  and  si- 
lenced Kilher  such  wretches  must  be  hunp  or  put  in  the 
penitentiary,  or  the  South  sliould  prepare  at  once  to  quit 
the  I'nion. 

If  Kremont  U  elected,  the  Union  will  not  last  an  hour 
after  Mr.  Pierce's  term  expires. 

If  Fremont  is  elected,  it  will  bo  the  duty  of  the  South 
to  dissolve  the  I'nion  and  form  a  Southern  Confederacy. 

Let  the  South  present  a  compact  and  uniUvided  front. 
Let  her,  if  possible,  detiich  Pennsylvania  and  southern 
Ohio,  southern  liuliana,  and  southern  Illinois,  from  the 
Nortii,  and  make  the  hi;:'iiland3  between  the  Ohio  and  the 
lakes  the  dividinj:  line.  Let  the  South  treat  with  Califor- 
nia ;  and,  if  necessary,  ally  herself  with  Kussia,  with  Cuba, 
and  BrazU. 

Senator  Iveison,  of  Georgia,  in  a  speech  made 
to  liis  conslitiiont.s  previou.-*  to  the  assembling  of 
the  second  session  of  the  3(jth  Congress,  said  : 

Sltirery  must  be  maintained— in  Vie  Union,  if  pos- 
sible:  out  of  it.  i/  necesnary ;  penceabbj,  if  we  may, 
forcibly  if  ice  rn utst.         .  ..... 

In  a  confederated  povernment  of  their  own,  the  South- 
em  States  would  enjoy  sources  of  wealth,  prosperity,  and 
power,  unsurpassed  by  any  nation  on  earth.  No  neutra- 
lity laws  would  restrain  our  adventurous  sons.  Our  e.x- 
panding  policy  would  stretch  far  beyond  present  limits. 
Central  America  would  join  her  destiny  to  ours,  and  so 
would  Cuba,  now  withheld  from  us  by  the  voice  and  votes 
of  Abolition  enemies. 

During  the  late  memorable  contest  for  Speaker, 
the  same  Senator  remarked,  as  follows  : 

Sir,  I  will  tell  you  what  I  would  do,  if  I  had  the  control 
of  the  southern  membei-sof  this  House  and  the  other,  when 
you  elect  John  Sherman.  If  I  had  control  of  the  public 
sentiment,  the  very  moment  you  elect  John  Shennan, 
thus  givins  to  the  South  the  example  of  insult  as  well  as 
Injury,  I  would  walk,  every  one  of  us,  out  of  the  Halls  of 
this  Capitol,  an<l  consult  our  constituents ;  and  I  would 
never  enter  apain  until  I  was  bade  to  do  so  by  those  who 
had  the  right  to  control  me.  Sir,  I  po  further  than  that. 
1  would  counsel  my  constituents  instantly  to  dissolve  all 
political  ties  with  a  party  and  a  people  who  thus  trample 
on  our  rights.     Thai  is  what  I  would  do. 

In  an  elaborate  speech  delivered  later  in  the 
session  by  llie  same  Senator,  he  said : 

Sir,  there  is  but  one  path  of  safety  to  the  South ;  but 
one  mode  of  preserving  her  institution  of  domestic  Slavery  ; 
and  that  is  a  confederacy  of  States  having  no  incongruous 
and  opposing  elements — a  confederacy  of  Slave  States 
alone,  with  homogeneous  language,  laws,  interests,  and  in- 
stitutions. Under  such  a  confederated  Itepublic,  with  a 
Constitution  which  should  shut  out  the  approach  and  en- 
trance of  all  inconpruous  and  conflicting  elements,  which 
should  protect  the  institution  from  change,  and  keep  the 
whole  nation  ever  bound  to  its  preservation,  by  an  un- 
changeable fundamental  law,  the  fifteen  Slave  States,  with 
tlieir  power  of  expansion,  woulH  present  to  the  world  the 
most  free,  prosperous,  and  happy  nation  on  the  face  of  the 
wide  earth. 

Sir,  with  these  views,  and  with  the  firm  conviction  which 
I  have  entertained  for  many  years,  and  which  recent  events 
have  only  seemed  to  contirm,  that  the  '"  irrepressible  con- 
flict "  between  the  two  sections  must  and  will  go  on,  and 
with  accumulated  speed,  and  must  end,  in  the  Union,  with 
the  total  extinction  of  African  Slaverj-  in  the  southern 
States,  thai  I  have  announced  my  determination  to  ap- 
prove and  urge  the  southern  States  to  dissolve  the  Union 
upon  the  election  of  a  Black  Kepublican  to  the  I'residency 
of  the  United  States,  by  a  sectional  northern  party,  and 
upon  a  platform  of  opposition  and  hostility  to  southern 
Slavery. 

Senator   Brown,    of   Mississippi,    in   a  recent 

ipeech  to  his  constituents,  said  : 

/  want  Cuba  ;  I  want  Tamaulipas,  PotosI,  and  one  or 
two  other  Mexican  States;  and  /  vant  them  all  for  the 
name  reoKon—for  tJie  pi  nitiiig  and  aprtdding  if  ,<la- 
rery.  And  a  footing  in  Central  America  will  powerfully 
aid  us  in  acriuiring  those  other  States.  Yes;  I  irantthtfe 
countri-e-gfo.-  i/ie  spread  of  Slavery.      I  would  spread 


the  blessings  of  Slavery,  /Uv  the  religion  of  our  Dirine 
JfaAter,  to  the  uttermost  ends  of  the  earth;  and,  nl'tl- 
lious  and  wicked  as  the  Yankees  have  been,  /  would  eren 
extend  it  to  them 

Whether  we  can  obtain  the  Territory  while  the  Union 
lasts,  1  do  not  know  ;  1  fear  we  c-annot.  l!ul  1  would  make 
an  honest  effort,  and  if  we  faileil,  1  would  go  out  of  the 
Union,  and  try  it  there.  I  speak  i>lainly—  I  would  make  a 
refusal  to  aci|uire  territory,  because  it  was  to  be  slave  ter- 
ritory, a  cause  for  disunion,  just  as  1  would  make  the  refu- 
sal to  admit  a  new  State,  because  it  was  to  be  a  Slave  State, 
a  cause  for  disunion 

The  election  of  .Mr.  Seward,  or  any  other  man  of  his 
party,  is  not, /)«>r  *«•,  justifiable  ground  for  dissolvinp  the 
L'ni'on.  Put  the  art  of  putting  the  Govenmient  in  the 
hands  of  men  who  mean  to  use  it  for  our  subjugation,  ought 
to  be  resisted,  even  to  the  disruption  of  every  lie  tliaV 
binds  us  to  the  Union. 

JeH'eison    Davis,  U    S.  Senator  from    Mi-^sis- 

sippi,  in  an  address   to  the  people  of   his  Slate, 

July  C,  IS.') 'J,  said  : 

For  myself,  I  say,  as  I  said  on  a  former  occasion,  in 
the  contingency  of  the  election  of  a  I'lesldent  on  the 
platform  of  Mr.  Seward's  Rochester  speech,  let  the  Union 
be  dissolved.  Let  the  "great,  but  not  the  greatest  of 
evils,"  come. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  in  a  recent  speech  in 
tiie  Senate,  contemplating  the  possible  defeat  of 
his  party  in  the  coming  Presidential  contest, 
said  : 

I  make  no  predictions,  no  promise  for  my  State; 
but,  in  conclusion,  will  only  say.  that  if  she  is  faithful  to 
the  pledges  she  has  made  and  principles  she  has  pro- 
fessed— if  she  is  true  to  her  own  interest  and  her  own 
honor — if  she  is  not  recreant  to  all  that  State  pride,  in- 
tegrity and  duty  demand — she  will  never  submit  to  your 
authority.  I  will  add,  thai  unless  she  and  all  the 
southern  States  of  this  Union,  witli  i>erhaps  but  two,  or, 
at  most,  three  exceptions,  are  not  faithless  to  the  pledges 
they  have  f^iven,  tf>ey  icitl  nerer  xubmit  <<»  the  gorern- 
meiit  of  a  President  jirofeKsi))//  yo  r  political fuit/i 
and  elected  by  your  sectional  majority. 

When  Mr.  Clay  had  taken  his  .seat,  Mr.  Gwin, 
of  California,  made  a  speech  in  which  he  de- 
clared it  as  "  the  inevitable  result  that  the 
South  would  prepare  for  resistance  in  the  event 
of  the  election  of  a  Republican  President." 

On  the  24th  of  January,  1860,  the  Hon. 
Robert  Toombs,  of  Georgia,  made  a  violent 
speech  in  the  Senate,  on  Mr.  Dougla.s'  Resolu- 
tion directing  the  Judiciary  Committee  to  re- 
port a  bill  for  the  protection  of  each  State  and 
Territory  against  invasion  from  any  other  State 
or  Territory.  Mr.  Toombs  commenced  his 
speech  by  the  announcement  that  the  country 
was  in  the  midst  of  civil  war,  adding,  "  I  feel 
and  know  that  a  large  body  of  these  Senators 
arc  enemies  of  my  country."  Mr.  Toombs  pro 
cceded  in  an  elaborate  and  vituperative  speech 
to  prove  that  the  people  of  the  North  had  vio- 
lated the  Constitution,  by  refusing  to  capture 
and  return  fugitive  slaves  to  their  masters  in 
the  South. 

Sir,  I  have  but  little  more  to  add — nothing  for  myself. 
I  feel  that  1  have  no  need  to  pledge  my  poor  services  ti 
this  great  ciuse — to  my  country.  My  State  has  spoken 
for  herself.  Nine  years  ago  a  convention  of  her  people 
met  and  declared  that  her  connection  with  this  govern- 
ment dependeil  upon  the  faitliful  execution  of  this  fugitive 
slave  law,  and  her  full  enjoyment  of  equal  rights  in  the 
common  Territories.  I  have  shown  that  the  one  contin- 
gency has  already  arrived ;  the  other  waits  only  the  suc- 
cess of  the  Republican  party  in  the  approaching  I'residcn- 
tial  election.  I  was  a  member  of  that  convention,  and 
stood  then  and  now  pledged  to  its  action.  I  have  faith- 
fully labored  to  avert  these  cal.iniities.  I  will  yet  labor 
until  this  last  contingency  happ^-ns,  faithfully,  hONf?tly, 
and  to  the  best  of  my  poor  abilities.  When  that  time 
comes,  freemen  of  Oeorgia  redeem  .vour_  pledge ;  I  am 
ready  to  redeem  mine.  Your  honor  is  involved — your 
faitJi  is  plighted.  I  know  you  feel  a  stain  as  a  wound; 
your  peace,  your  social  system,  your  firesides  are  in- 
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Tolved.  Never  permit  this  Federal  Government  to 
pass  into  the  traitortius  handu  of  the  Black  liepubllciin 
party.  It  has  already  declared  war  against  you  and  your 
institution:^.  It  every  day  commits  acts  of  war  against 
you :  it  has  already  compelled  you  to  arm  for  your  de- 
iense.  Listen  to  "  no  vain  babblings,"  to  no  treacherous 
jargon  about  ''  overt  acts ;"  they  have  already  been  com- 
mitted. Defend  yourselves;  the  enemy  is  at  your  door; 
wait  not  to  meet  him  at  tlie  hearthstone— meet  him  at  the 
door-sill,  and  drive  him  from  the  temple  of  liberty,  or  pull 
down  its  pillars  and  involve  him  in  a  common  ruin. 

Senator  Clin^^man,  of  North  Carolina,  in  a  re- 
cent .speech,  say.s  that  "  there  are  hundreds  of 
disunionists  in  the  South  now,  where  there  was 
not  one  ten  years  ago,"  and  that  iu  some  of  the 
States  the  men  who  would  wilUngly  see  the 
Union  dissolved  are  in  the  majority.  In  con- 
sidering the  proper  cause  for  disunion,  Mr. 
Clinguiau  continues : 

In  my  judgment,  tlie  election  of  the  Presidential  can- 
didate of  the  Black  Republican  party  will  furnish  that 
cause.    .    .    . 

No  other  "  avert  act "  can  so  imperatively  demand  re- 
sistance on  our  part  as  the  simple  election  of  their  candi- 
date. Their  organization  is  one  of  avowed  hostility,  and 
they  come  against  us  as  enemies.     .    .     . 

The  objections  are  not  personal  merely  to  this  Senator 
(Mr.  Seward),  but  apply  equally  to  any  member  of  the 
party  elected  by  it.  It  has,  in  fact,  been  suggested  that, 
as  a  matter  of  i)rudence,  for  the  first  election  they  should 
choose  a  southern  free-soiler.  Would  the  Colonies  have 
submitted  more  williugly  to  Benedict  Arnold  than  to  Lord 
Cornwallis  ? 

Mr.  Curry,  of  Alabama,  a  member  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  in  a  recent  speech, 

says: 

However  distasteful  it  may  be  to  my  friend  from  New 
York  (Mr.  Clark),  however  much  it  may  revolt  the  public 
sentiment  or  conscience  of  this  country,  I  am  not  ashamed 
or  afraid  publicly  to  avow  that  the  election  of  William  H. 
Seward  or  Salmon  P.  Chase,  or  any  such  representative  of 
the  Republican  party,  upon  a  sectional  platform,  ought  to 
be  resisted  to  the  disrui)tion  of  every  tie  that  binds  this 
Confederacy  together.  (Applause  on  the  Democratic 
side  of  the  House.) 

Mr.  Pugh,  of  the  same  State,  made  a  speech 
In  the  House,  in  wiiich  he  said : 

If,  with  the  ch.aracter  of  the  Government  well  defined, 
and  the  rights  and  jirivileges  of  the  parties  to  the  compact 
clearly  asserted  l)y  the  Democratic  party,  the  Black  Re- 
publicans get  possession  of  the  Government,  then  the 
question  is  fully  proented,  whether  the  Southern  States 
will  remain  in  the  I'nion,  as  subject  and  degraded  colo- 
nies, or  will  they  withdruw  and  establish  a  Southern  Con- 
federacy of  coijqual  homogeneous  sovereigns  ? 

In  my  judgment,  the  latter  is  the  only  course  compati- 
ble with  the  honor,  eiiuality,  and  safety  of  the  South  ;  and 
the  sooner  it  is  known  and  acted  upon  the  better  for  all 
parties  to  the  compact. 

The  truest  conservatism  and  wisest  statesmanship  de- 
mand a  speedy  termination  of  all  association  with  such 
confederates,  and  the  formation  of  another  I'nion  of 
States,  homogeneous  in  popuUition,  uistitutions,  interests, 
and  pursuits. 

Mr.  Moore,  of  the  same  State,  said : 
I  do  not  concur  with  the  declaration  made  j-esterday 
by  the  gentleman  from  Tennes.see,  that  the  election  of  a 
Black  Repuldican  to  the  Presidency  was  not  cause  for  a 
dissolution  of  the  Union.  Whenever  a  President  is  elected 
by  a  fanatical  majority  at  the  North,  those  whom  I  repre- 
sent, as  I  believe,  and  the  gallant  State  wliich  I  in  part 
represent,  are  ready,  let  the  consequences  be  what  they 
may,  to  fall  back  on  their  reserved  rights,  and  say,  "  As 
to  this  Union,  we  have  no  longer  any  lot  or  part  in  it." 

Mr.  Bonham,  a  member  of  the  llou.sc  from 
South  Carolina,  said : 

As  to  disunion,  upon  the  election  of  a  Black  Republi- 
can, I  can  speak  for  no  one  but  myself  and  those  1  have 
here  the  honor  to  represent ;  and  1  say,  without  hesitation, 
that,  upon  the  election  of  Mr.  Seward,  or  any  other  man 
who  indorses  and  proclaims  the  doctrines  lield  by  him  and 
his  party — call  hiiu  by  what  name  you  please  — I  am  in 
favor  of  an  uumediate  dissolution  of  the  Union.     And,  sir. 


I  think  I  speak  the  sentiments  of  my  own  constituents  and 
the  State  of  South  Carolina,  when  I  say  so. 

Mr.  Crawford,  of  Georgia,  said : 

Now,  in  regard  to  the  election  of  a  Black  Republican 
President,  I  have  this  to  say,  and  I  speak  the  sentiment  of 
every  Democrat  on  this  lloor  from  the  State  of  Georgia: 
we  will  never  submit  to  the  inauguration  of  a  Black  Re- 
jiublican  President.  (Applause  from  the  Democratic 
benches,  and  hisses  from  the  Republicans.)  I  repeat  it, 
sir — and  I  have  authority  to  say  so — tliat  no  Democratic 
representative  from  Georgia  on  this  floor  will  ever  submit 
to  the  inauguration  of  a  Black  Republican  President. 
(Renewed  applause  and  hisses.)  .  .  .  The  most  con- 
liding  of  them  a.!  are,  sir,  for  "  equality  in  the  Union  or 
independence  out  of  it ;"  having  lost  all  hope  in  the 
former,  I  am  for  "  indepesdence  now  and  indepekuence 

FOREVER !" 

Mr.  Gartrell,  of  the  same  State,  said  : 

Just  so  sure  as  the  Republican  party  succeeds  in  elect- 
ing a  sectional  man,  upon  their  sectional,  Anti-Slavery 
platform,  breathing  destruction  and  death  to  the  rights  of 
my  people,  just  so  sure,  In  my  judgment,  the  time  wiil 
have  come  when  the  South  must  and  will  take  an  unmis- 
takable and  decided  action,  and  that  then,  "  he  who 
dallies  is  a  dastard,  and  he  who  doubts  is  damned."  X 
need  not  tell  what  I,  as  a  Southern  man,  will  do — I  think 
1  may  safely  speak  for  the  masses  of  the  people  of  Georgia 
— that  when  that  event  happens,  they,  in  my  judgment, 
will  consider  it  an  overt  act,  a  declaration  of  war,  and 
meet  immediately  in  convention,  to  take  into  considera- 
tion the  mode  and  measure  of  redress.  That  is  my  posi- 
1  ion  ;  and  if  that  be  treason  to  the  Government,  make  the 
luost  of  it. 

Mr.  McRae,  formerly  Governor  of  Mississippi, 
now  a  member  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
recently  spoke  in  that  body  as  follows: 

I  said  to  my  constituents,  and  to  the  people  at  the 
capital  of  my  State,  on  my  way  here,  that  if  such  an 
event  did  occur,  wliile  it  would  be  their  duty  to  determine 
tlie  course  which  the  State  wuuhl  pursue,  it  would  be  my 
privilege  to  counsel  with  them  as  to  wnnt  I  believed  to  be 
the  proper  course;  and  I  said  to  them,  what  I  say  now, 
and  will  alwHys  say  in  such  an  event,  that  my  counsel 
would  be  to  take  independence  out  of  the  Union  in  pre- 
ference to  the  loss  of  constitutional  rights,  imd  conse- 
quent degradation  and  dishonor  in  it.  That  is  my  posi- 
tion, and  it  is  the  position  whicli  I  know  the  Democratic 
party  of  the  State  of  Mississippi  will  maintain. 

Mr.  De  Jarnette,  a  member  of  the  House 
from  Virginia,  says : 

Thus  William  H.  Seward  stands  before  the  country  a 
perjured  traitor  ;  and  yet  that  man,  with  hands  stained 
Willi  the  blood  of  our  citizens,  we  are  asked  to  elect  Pre- 
sident of  the  United  States.  You  may  elect  him  President 
of  the  North,  but  of  the  South  never.  Whatever  the 
event  may  be,  others  may  differ  ;  but  Virginia,  in  view 
of  her  ancient  renown,  in  view  of  her  illustrious  dead, 
anci  in  view  of  her  sic  semper  tijrannis,  will  resist  his 
authority.     I  have  done. 

Mr.  Leake,  also  of  Virginia,  declares  : 

Virginia  has  the  right,  when  she  pleases,  to  withdraw 
from  ihe  Confederacy.  (Applause  from  the  Deiiiocralic 
benches.)  .  .  .  Tnat  is  her  doclriiie.  We  will  not 
light  in  the  Union,  but  quit  it  the  instant  we  think  proper 
to  do  so. 

Mr.  Singleton,  of  Mississippi,  says : 

You  ask  me  when  will  the  time  (for  disunion)  come; 
when  will  the  South  be  united?  It  will  be  when  you 
eleci  a  Black  Republican — Hale,  Sewurd,  or  Oliase— Pre- 
sident of  the  United  Stales.  Whenever  you  undertake 
to  i>lace  such  a  man  to  preside  over  the  ilestinies  of  the 
South,  you  may  expect  to  see  us  undivided  and  indivisi- 
ble friends,  and  to  see  all  parties  of  the  South  arrayed  to 
resist  his  inauguration. 

We  can  never  quietly  stand  by  and  permit  Ihe  control 
of  the  iiriny  anil  navy  to  go  into  the  hands  of  a  Black 
llepublican  President. 

Gov.  Letcher,  of  Virginia,  in  his  recent  mes- 
sage to  the  Legislature  of  his  State,  avows  the 
rankest  disunion  and  revolutionary  sentiments. 
In  this  document,  he  declares  that  if  a  Repub- 
lican Presideu-  is  elected  in  18ij(>, 

It  is  useless  to  attempt  to  conceal  the  fact  that,  io  the 
present  temper  of  the  Southern  people,  it  cannot  be  and 
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will  not  ta  tuhmitUd  to.  The  "  Irreprenlble  confliot" 
Jci-irimr,  aiinouiice-1  aii'l  HitvocHleil  by  the  ablest  and 
nio.i  dijiii.puiMitil  Icaili-r  of  the  K>-pul«lican  party,  is  an 
open  lU'cl.irullnn  of  war  acainst  the  institution  of  African 


"The  tiarpaln  between  FreeiJoni  nml  Slavery  contained  in 
the  Constitution  of  tlie  Tniteii  Stjites,  is  ii, orally  and  po- 
litically vicious,  Incon.sLslent  with  the  principle!)  on  whicli 
alone  our  Kevolution  can  be  justitieil;   cniel  and  oppres- 


hiavery,  wherever  it  exists ;  and  1  woul.l  be  disloyal  to  i  sive,  by  riveting  the  chains  of  t;iavei->- ;  »n<l  (rrossly  une- 
V.rgina  and  the  South  if  I  did  not  declare  that  the  qual  and  impolitic,  by  adniiltinf;  that  S^laves  are  at  once 
ileclion  of  such  a  man,  entertaining  such  sentiments,  I  enemies  to  be  kept  in  subjection,  property  to  be  secured 
an>l  advo.atinp  such  doctrines,  OHffht  to  be  rtaiattd  by  \  and  returned  to  their  owmrs,  aixl  persons  not  to  be  repr«"- 
t\t  tlaveholdiitg  :<t<itts.     The  idea  of  permitting  such  a  !  sente.l  themselves,  but  for  whom  their  inaslera  are  prlvi 


uian  to  h.ive  the  control  and  direction  of  the  army  and 
navy  of  ilie  United  States,  and  the  appointment  of  high 
Juilicial  and  executive  oQicers,  po.-tniaslers  included, 
cannot  bt  tnttrtiiined  b>j  the  South/or  a  moment. 

The  Hon.  William  L.  Yaiicy,  a  leading  and 
prominent  Democratic  politician  of  Alabama, 
and  formerly  member  of  Congress  from  that 
State,  wrote  the  following  letter  in  1858,  wliicli 
the  W'asfiington  States,  a  Democratic  Jonnml, 
recently  piililished  under  the  title  of  the  "  Scar- 
let Letter :" 

Montgomery,  June  15, 186S. 

Dear  Sir:  Your  kind  favor  of  the  15lh  in  re- 
ceived. 

I  hardly  agree  with  you  that  a  general  movement 
can  be  made  thai  will  clear  out  the  Augean  stable.  If 
the  Democracy  were  overthrown,  it  would  result  in  giv- 
ing place  to  a  greater  and  hungrier  swarm  of  (lies. 

The  remedy  of  the  South  is  not  in  such  a  process.  It 
Is  in  a  diligent  organization  of  lier  true  men  for  prompt 
resistance  to  the  ne.xt  aggression.  It  must  come  in  the 
lialure  of  things.  No  national  party  can  save  us  ;  no 
sectional  party  can  ever  do  it.  But  if  we  could  do  as 
our  fathers  did — organize  committees  of  safety  all  over 
the  Cotton  .States  (and  it  is  only  in  Ihera  that  we  can 
hope  for  any  effective  movement) — we  shall  fire  the 
Southern  heart,  instruct  the  Southern  mind,  give  cou- 
rage to  each  other,  and  at  the  pkopku  momk.nt,  fty  wit' 
oryanUfI  concerted  action,  ice  can  prtcijiitate  the 
Cotti'n  V  itiM  into  a  re  mint  ion. 

The  ble.i  has  been  shadowed  forth  in  the  South  by 
Mr.  UuRin  ;  ha.'S  been  taken  un  and  recommended  in 
The  Adreitix,-r  (Published  at  Montgomery.  Alabama), 
under  the  name  of  "  League  of  United  Southerners,"  who, 
keeping  u(i  their  old  party  relations  on  all  other  ques- 
tions, will  hold  the  Southern  i^sue  paramount,  and  will 
intluence  parties,  legislatures,  and  statesmen.  I  have  no 
lime  to  etil  irge,  but  to  suggest  merely. 

In  has'e.  yours,  etc.,  W.  L.  Ya.nxev. 

To  JAMkS  S.  SL-vfuuTtu.  Ksq. 

The  Muntgomery  (Ala.)  Conftderation  tlius 
gives  the  record  of  the  leading  secession  dele- 
gates from  the  Charleston  Convention  from 
tiiat  State.     It  says  : 

No  one  can  be  deceived  as  to  what  are  the  objects 
of  the  Charleston  Coaveution.  Listen  to  what  their  men 
•ay  : 

••  I  want  the  Cotton  States  precipitated  Into  a  revolu- 
tion."—  M'lti.  L.  Yancey. 

"  If  1  had  the  j)ower,  I  would  dissolve  this  Govern- 
ment in  two  minutes."— y.    T.  Jfinjan. 

"  Let  us  break  up  this  rotten,  stinking,  and  oppressive 
Governmc:it."— 0'e'»v<  Oayle. 

"  Uesistance !  Itesislance  to  death  against  the  Got- 
eroment  is  what  we  want  now." — JJavid  Uubbard. 

AX    ASTr-SLAVKHY    VIEW    Or   DISUNION. 

The  following  Resolution.",  prepared  by  Wm. 
Lloyd  Garrison,  were  adopted  at  a  Convention 
of  the  non-voting  Abolitionists  (better  known 
as  Garrisonianst,  at  Albany,  New-York,  on  the 
2d  of  February,  1S30  : 

WlureoH  (.to  quote  the  lauguage  of  Jolm  Qiiincy  Adain«), 


leged  with  nearly  a  double  share  of  rei)resentation  ;"  and 

Whereat  (to  quote  the  language  of  Wm.  Kllery  Chan- 
nlng^  "We  in  the  Free  States  cannot  tly  from  the  shame 
or  giiiit  of  the  Institution  of  Slavery,  while  there  are  i)ro- 
visions  of  the  Constitution  binding  iis  to  t;ive  it  support. 
On  this  subject  our  fathers,  in  framing  the  Constitution, 
swerved  from  the  right.  We,  their  children,  see  the  path 
of  duty  more  clearly  than  they,  and  must  w  alk  in  it.  No 
blessings  of  the  Union  can  be  a  comjiensation  for  taking 
part  in  the  enslaving  of  our  fellow-creatnre.s  ;"  and 

Whereas  (to  quote  the  language  of  Josiah  tjuincy.  Sen.), 
"  The  arm  of  the  Union  is  the  very  sinew  of  the  subjection 
of  the  Slaves;  it  Is  the  Slaveholder's  main  strength;  its 
continuance  is  his  forlorn  hoiie  ;"  and 

Whereas  (to  quote  the  language  of  Mr.  Underwood,  of 
Kentucky,  as  uttered  on  the  lloor  of  Congress),  "The  Dis- 
solution of  the  Union,  making  the  Ohio  Kiver  and  Mason 
and-Di.von's  line  the  boundary  line,  is  the  Dissolution  of 
Slavery.  It  had  been  the  common  practice  for  Southern 
men  to  get  up  on  this  Door  and  say,  '  Touch  this  subject 
and  we  will  Dissolve  the  Union  as  a  remeily.'  Their  re- 
medy was  the  destruction  of  the  thing  which  they  wished 
to  save,  and  any  sensible  man  could  see  it ;"  and 

Whereas  (toquote  the  language  of  .Mr.  Arnolii,  of  Ten. 
nessee,  on  the  same  occasion),  "  The  South  has  nothing  to 
rely  on,  if  the  Union  be  Dissolved ;  for,  supposing  thai 
Dissolution  to  be  effected,  a  million  of  Slaves  are  ready  to 
rise  and  strike  for  Freedom  at  the  first  tap  of  the  drum :" 
therefore, 

1.  Jiesiilved,  That  in  advocating  the  Dissolution  of  the 
Union,  t^e  Abolitionists  are  justilied  liy  every  precept  of 
the  Gosjjel,  by  every  principle  of  morality,  by  every  claim 
of  humanity";  tli;it  such  a  Union  is  a  "Covenant  with 
Death,"  which  ought  to  be  annulled,  and  "  an  agreement 
with  Hell,"  which  a  just  God  cannot  jiermit  to  stand  ;  and 
that  it  is  the  imperative  and  paramount  duty  of  all  who 
would  keep  their  souls  from  blood-guiltiness,  to  deliver  the 
oppressed  out  of  the  hand  of  the  spoiler,  and  usher  in  the 
day  of  Jubilee ;  to  seek  its  immediate  overthrow  by  all 
righteous  instrumentalities. 

2.  Hesolred,  That  (to  (juote  the  language  of  William  II. 
Seward)  "  they  who  think  this  agitation  is  accidental,  un- 
necessarj-,  the  work  of  interested  or  fanatical  agitators, 
and  therefore  ephemeral,  mistake  the  case  altogether  :  il 
is  an  Irrepressible  Conflict  between  opposing  and  enduring 
forces  •  and  it  means  that  the  United  States  miust  and  will, 
sooner  or  later,  become  cither  entirely  a  Slaveholding 
Natioc  or  entirely  a  Free  Labor  Nation.  It  is  the  failure 
to  app.-ehend  this  great  truth  that  induces  so  many  un- 
successful attempts  at  final  Compromise  between  the  Free 
and  Slave  States  ;  and  it  is  the  existence  of  this  great  fact 
that  renders  all  such  pretended  Compromises,  when  made, 
vain  and  ephemeral."     Therefore, 

8.  Ilesolre'l,  That  no  matter  how  sincerely  or  zealously 
any  Political  Party  may  he  strugglhig  with  side  Issu-.-s,  in 
relation  to  Slavery,  to  prevent  its  extension,  or  otherwise 
cripple  its  power,  while  standing  within  the  Union  and 
sanctioning  it.s  Pro-Slavery  Compromises,  and  refusing  to 
attack  the  Institution  itself,  its  positicui  is  morally  inde- 
fensible; it  rests  upon  a  .sandy  foundation;  its  testimonies 
are  powerless,  and  Its  example  fatal  to  the  cause  of  lib- 
erty :  hence  we  cannot  give  it  any  sujjport. 

4.  Resolred, 'VU-At  "better  a  thousand  times  that  all 
North  .\merica  should  be  obliterated  by  a  concurrence  of 
the  Atlantic  and  Pacific  Oceans,  as  a  dead,  revenging  sea 
over  burieil  Cities,  than  that  we,  after  all  our  light  and 
Liberty,  shouhl  live  oidy  by  removing  the  truth  that  gave 
ui  being,  or  should  set  the  example  to  a  terrified  and 
struggling  worhl  of  a  Nation  claiming  and  daring  to  exist 
only  by  sustained  and  sanctified  oppression." 
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In  view  of  the  Dred  Seott  dida  and  other  en- 
croachments upon  the  Liberties  of  the  People 
and  the  rights  of  the  States,  that  may  well  be 
apprehended  from  future  decisions  of  a  Federal 
partisan  Judiciary,  the  opinions  of  the  leaders  of 
the  old  Jefl'orsonian  Republican  party  on  the 
powers  and  duties  of  the  Supreme  Court  become 
matter  of  pubhc  interest, 

OPINIOXS    OF    THOMAS    JEFFERSON. 

In  a  letter  to  John  Adams,  dated  Sept.  11, 

ISO-t,  Mr.  Jefferson  says  : 

You  seemed  to  tliink  that  it  devolved  on  the  Judges  to 
decide  on  the  validity  of  the  Sedition  Law.  But  nothing  in 
the  Constitution  lias  given  them  a  right  to  decide  for  the 
Executive,  more  than  the  Executive  to  decide  for  them. 
ISoth  magistrates  are  equull.y  independent  in  the  sphere  of 
action  assigned  to  them.  The  Judges,  believing  the  law 
constitutional,  had  a  right  to  pass  a  sentence  of  fine  and 
imprisonment,  because  the  power  was  placed  In  their 
hands  by  the  Constitution.  But  the  Executive,  believing 
tiie  law  to  be  unconstitutional,  were  bound  to  remit  the 
execution  of  it,  because  that  power  had  been  confided  to 
them  by  the  Constitution." 

Again,  in  a  letter  to  Judge  Roane,  dated 
Poplar  Forest,  Sept.  6,  1819,  Mr.  Jeflerson  re- 
marks : 

In  denying  the  right  they  usurp  in  exclusively  ex- 
plaining the  Constitution,  I  go  further  than  you  do,  if  I 
understand  rightly  your  quotation  from  the  Federalist, 
of  an  opinion  that  "  The  Judiciary  is  the  last  resort  in  re- 
lation to  the  other  departments  of  the  Government,  but 
not  in  relation  to  the  rights  of  the  parties  to  the  compact 
under  which  the  Judiciary  is  derived."  If  this  opinion  be 
sound,  then  indeed  is  our  Constitution  a  completeyeto  de 
se.  For  intending  to  establish  three  departments,  coordi- 
nate and  independent,  that  they  might  check  and  balance 
one  another,  it  lias  given,  according  to  this  opinion,  to  one 
of  them  alone  the  right  to  jirescribe  rules  for  the  govern- 
ment of  the  others,  and  to  that  one,  too,  wliich  is  unelected 
by  and  independent  of  the  nation The  Consti- 
tution, on  this  hypothesis,  is  a  mere  thing  of  wax,  in  the 
hands  of  the  Judiciary, which  they  may  twist  and  shape  into 
any  form  thej'  please.  It  sliould  be  remembered,  as  an  eter- 
nal trutli  in  politics, that  whatever  power  in  any  government 
is  independent,  is  absolute  also  ;  in  theory  only  at  first, while 
the  spirit  of  the  people  is  up,  but  in  practice  as  fast  as  that 
relaxes.  Independence  can  be  trusted  nowhere  but  with 
the  people  in  mass.  They  are  inherently  independent  of 
all  but  moral  law.  My  construction  of  the  Constitution  is 
very  different  from  that  you  quote.  It  is  that  each  de- 
partment is  truly  independent  of  the  otiiers,  and  has  an 
equal  right  to  decide  for  itself  what  is  the  meaning  of  tlie 
("onslilution  in  the  cases  submitted  to  its  action,  and  espe- 
cially where  it  is  to  act  ultimately  and  without  appeal. 

In  a  letter  to  Mr.  Jarvis,  dated  Monticello, 

Sept.  -28,  1820,  Mr.  Jeller-son  says: 

....  You  seem,  in  pages  S4  and  148,  to  consider 
the  Judges  as  the  ultimate  arbiters  of  all  constitutional 
questions— a  very  dangerous  doctrine  indeed,  and  one 
which  would  place  us  under  the  despotism  of  an  oligarchy. 
Our  judges  are  as  honest  as  other  men,  and  not  more  so. 
They  iiave,  with  others,  the  same  passions  for  party,  for 
power,  and  the  privilege  of  their  cortis.  Their  maxim  is, 
"bonijudicis  est  anijillarejuri-vdictioiiem,''''  and  their 
power  the  more  dangerous  as  they  are  in  office  for  life, 
knd  not  responsible,  Jis  the  other  functionaries  are,  to  the 
elective  control.  'J'he  Constitution  has  erected  no  such 
single  tribunal,  knowing  that,  to  whatever  hands  confided, 
with  the  corruptions  of  tune  and  party,  its  members  would 
become  des[iot,s.  It  has  mo/e  wisely  made  all  the  depart- 
ments co-equal  and  co-sove:  oign  within  themselves. 


Under  date  of  Montecello,  Dec.  25,  1820,  he 
writes  to  Thomas  Ritchie  as  follows : 

....  The  Judiciary  of  the  United  States  is  the 
subtle  corps  of  sappers  and  miners  constantly  worVang 
under-ground  to  undermine  the  foundations  of  our  con- 
federated fabric.  They  are  construing  our  Constitution 
from  a  coordination  of  a  general  and  special  government 
to  a  general  and  supreme  one  alone. 

On  the   18th   of  August,  1821,  Mr.  Jefferson 

writes  to  Mr.  C.  Hammond,  as  follows : 

It  has  long,  however,  been  my  opinion,  and  I  have 
never  shrunk  from  its  expression,  that  the  germ  of  disso- 
lution of  our  Federal  Goveniment  is  in  the  constitution 
of  the  Federal  Judiciary— an  ii  responsible  body,  work- 
ing like  gravity  by  night  and  by  day,  gaining  a  little  to- 
day and  a  little  to-morrow,  and  advancing  its  noiseless 
step,  like  a  thief,  over  the  field  of  jurisdiction,  until  all 
shall  be  usurped  from  the  States,  and  the  Government  of 
all  be  consolidated  into  one.  To  this  I  am  opposed  ;  be- 
cause, when  all  government,  domestic  and  foreign,  in 
little  as  in  great  things,  siiall  be  drawn  to  Washington  as 
the  centre  of  all  power,  it  will  render  powerless  the 
checks  provided  of  one  Government  on  another,  and  wli 
become  as  venal  and  oppressive  as  the  Goveiiinient  from 
which  we  separated.  It  will  be  as  in  Europe,  where 
every  man  must  be  either  pike  or  gudgeon,  hammer  or 
anvil.  Our  functionaries  and  theirs  are  wares  from  the 
game  workshoj),  made  of  the  same  materials,  and  by  the 
same  hand.  If  the  States  look  with  apathy  on  this  silent 
descent  of  their  Government  inio  the  gulf  which  is  to 
swallow  all,  we  have  only  to  weep  over  the  human  char- 
acter, formed  uncontrollable  but  by  a  rod  of  iron,  and. 
the  blasphemers  of  man  as  incapable  of  self-government, 
become  his  true  historians. 

In  a  letterto  Judge  Johnson,  dated  Monticello, 

March  4,  1820,  he  says — 

I  cannot  lay  down  my  pen  without  recurring  to  one  of 
the  subjects  of  my  former  letter,  for,  in  truth,  tiiere  is  no 
danger  I  apprehend  so  much  as  the  consididation  of  our 
Government  by  the  noiseless,  and  therefore  unalarminjr, 
instrumentality  of  the  Supreme  Coui  t.  This  is  the  form 
in  which  Federalism  now  arrays  itself. 

In  a  letter  dated  June  12,  same  year,  he  says, 

The  practice  of  Judge  Marshall,  of  traveling  out  of  his 
case  to  prescribe  what  the  law  would  be  in  a  moot  Ciu«e 
not  before  the  court  is  very  irregular  and  very  cen- 
surable. 

In  writing   to  Mr    W.  II.  Torrance  ,   June  11, 

1815,  Mr.  JcflV'r.^on  says: 

The  second  question,  whether  the  judges  are  invested 
with  exclusive  authority  to  decide  on  the  constitutionality 
of  a  law,  has  been  heretofore  a  subject  of  consideration 
with   me   in  the    exercise   of    o.Ticial  duties.     Certainly 
there  is  not  a  word  in  the  Constitution  which  has  given 
that  power  to  them  more  than  to  the  E.xecutive  or  Legis- 
lative  branches.     Questions  of  property,  of  character, 
and   of  crime,  being   ascriljed   to   the  judges  through  a 
definite  course  oT  legal  proceeding,  laws   involving  such 
questions,  belong,  of  couise,  to  them  ;  and  as  they  decide 
on  them  ultimately,  and  without  appeal,  the.v,  of  course, 
decide  for  theriiKc/r.  s.     The  constitutional  validity  of  the 
law  or  laws  again   prescribing  executive  action,  and  to 
be  administered   b.v  that  liranch  ultimately,  and  without 
appeal,  the  Executive  must  decide  for  themnelves,  also, 
whether,  under  the   Constitution,  they  are   valid   or  not. 
j  So  also,  as  to  laws  governing  the  proceedings  of  the  Leg- 
!  islature,  that  body  must  juiige/Vv  it.sel/lhe  constitution- 
j  ality  of  the  law,  and  equally  without   appeal   or  control 
I  from    its    coordinate   branches.     And,   in    general,   the 
1  branch  which  is  to  act  ultimately,  and  without  appeal  on 
I  any  law,  is  the  rightful  expositor  of  the  validity  of  the 
law,  unconti  oiled   by  the   opinions   of  the  other  coordi- 
i  nate  authorit.es. 
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John  Taylor,  of  Caroline,  Va.,  wlio  used  in 
hi^  day  lo  siieak  ami  wi-ite  "as  one  liavinj; 
auiliority  "  in  the  old  Jtll'er.-onian  Kopublican 
party,  in  an  essay  vniillod  "  New  Views  ot'  tiie 
Constiuuion,"  says : 

The  perseverance  of  the  gentleman  In  favor  of  a 
National  (.ioverument  proves  tli.ti  ilie  8ul)ject  was  the- 
rouytily  cousidereii ;  auj  the  solemn  piefeience  of  llie 
yeJeral  foim  Ueiiioiistratei  thai  no  construction  by 
which  the  preference  will  be  f. ustrateil  can  be  just, 
ltd  ba:^is  was  Male  sovereignty,  compatible  with  a  fede- 
ral limited  Cjovernnieut,  but  inconipiitible  with  a  su- 
vreme  National  tioverninent.  Hence  Slate  Sovereignty 
vas  denied  by  the  gtiitlemen  who  proposed  a  National 
government.  1  liL<  sovereignty  is  the  foundation  of  all 
lie  powers  reserved  to  the  Mates.  L'nless  they  are  sus- 
tiined  by  it,  they  are  baseless.  State  legislative,  ex- 
ecutive, and  judicial  powers,  must  all  or  none  flow  from 
this  source.  .\11  are  necessary  to  sustain  the  State  Ke- 
vublican  Governments  Subject  either  to  a  master, 
tnd  the  others  become  subject  to  the  same  master.  If 
iie  State  judicial  power,  as  tlowing  from  State  sov- 
leignty,  is  not  independent.  State  legislative  and  ex- 
icutive  power  cannot  be  independent,  because  all  rest 
upon  the  same  foundation;  and  because  if  a  supreme 
federal  Judiciary  can  control  State  Courts,  it  can  also 
control  State  Legislatures  and  Kxecutives.  Thus  a 
federal  furni  of  Government  would  be  rejected,  though 
it  was  established,  and  a  National  Government  would  be 
established,  though  it  was  rejected.         .... 

The  legal  features  of  the  Constitution,  !n  relation  to 
judges,  is  expressed  in  the  sixth  article :  "The  Con- 
stitution is  the  Hujireme  law  of  the  land,  and  the 
■judges  in  ercry  i>tate  are  to  be  bound  thereby." 
Can  the  judgments  of  the  Federal  court  be  a  su- 
preme law  over  this  supreme  law  ?  Is  there  no  dif- 
ference between  the  supremacy  of  a  Federal  court 
over  inferior  Federal  courts,  and  the  supremacy  of  the 
Constitution  over  all  courts?  The  supremacy  of  the 
Constiiutiun  is  a  guaranty  of  the  independent  powers, 
within  their  respective  spheres,  allowed  by  the  Federal- 
ist to  the  State  and  Federal  Governments.  A  supre- 
macy in  the  court  might  abridge  or  alter  these  spheres. 
The  Stale  judges  are  bound  by  the  Constitution  and  by 
ui  oath  to  obey  the  supremacy  of  the  Constitution,  and 
not  even  required  to  obey  the  supremacy  of  the  Federal 
court.  Why  are  all  the  departments  of  the  State  and 
Federal  Governments  equally  bound  lo  obey  the  supre- 
macy of  the  Constitution?  Because  the  State  and  Fe- 
deral Governments  were  considered  as  checking  or 
balancing  departments.  Uad  either  been  considered  as 
subordinate  to  a  supremacy  in  the  other,  it  would  have 
been  tyrannical  to  require  it  by  an  oath  to  support  the 
supremacy  of  the  Constitution,  and  also  to  break  that 
oath  by  yielding  to  the  usurped  supremacy  of  the  other. 

During  the  administration  of  John  Adams, 
ihe  Judiciary  system  was  remodeled  in  sueli 
way  as  to  create  a  large  number  of  Circuit 
Jiidgoship.<,  and  lo  malie  the  Supreme  Court 
simply  a  Court  of  Appeal  from  the  inferior 
jurisdiction.-;.  After  tlie  election  of  Mr.  Jett'er- 
60n,  with  a  Republican  (Democratic)  majority 
in  Congress  the  act  was  repealed. 

During  the  debate  in  the  Senate,  which  was 
protracted,  ou  this  repeal  bill,  iir.  Jackson 
of  Georgia,  saiil : 

We  have  been  asked  if  we  are  afraid  of  having  an 
army  of  judges?  Fo."  myself,  I  am  more  afraid  of  an 
army  of  judges  under  the  patronage  of  the  President, 
than  of  an  army  of  soldie  s.  The  former  can  do  us 
nioie  harm.  They  may  deprive  us  of  our  liberties,  if 
attached  to  the  Kxecutive,  fiom  their  decisions;  and 
from  the  tenure  of  otlice  contended  lor,  we  cannot  re- 
move tbexu;  while  the  soldier,  however  he  may  act,  is 
enlisted,  or  if  not  enlisted,  only  subsisted  for  two  years  ; 
whilst  the  judge  is  enlisted  for  life,  for  his  salary  cannot 
be  taken  from  him.— .^'«•e  Annul*  </  tonnren*,  \iAi\-i, 
page  47. 

During  the  same  discussion,  Mr.  Mason,  of 
Virginia,  said  : 

The  objects  of  courts  of  law,  as  I  understand  them, 
are  to  settle  questions  of  right  between  luitors,  to  en- 
force obedtence  to  the  laws,  and  lo  protect  the  citizens 
agair.st  the  oppressive  use  of  power  in  the  Executive 
Ollic  -6      Not   lo   protect  them  against   the  Legislature, 


for  that  I  think  I  have  shown  lo  be  impossible,  with  the 
powers  which  the  Legislature  may  salely  use  and  exer- 
cise, and  because  the  people  have  retained  in  their  own 
hands  Ihe  power  of  controlling  and  d  reeling  the  Legis- 
lature, by  their  immediate  and  mediate  elections  of 
I'resident,  Senate,  and  House  of  Kepieseulalivcs. — &<>« 
iO.,  pa  JO  73. 

Mr.  Cocke,  of  Tennessee,  on  the  same  sub- 
ject, .-said : 

We  have  been  told  that  the  nation  Is  to  look  up  to 
these  immaculate  judgei  to  protect  their  liberties  ;  to 
protect  the  people  against  themse.ves. — Jb.,  pago  15. 

In   the   House,  Robert   Williams,    of    North 

Carolina,  said : 

If  this  doctrine  Ls  to  extend  to  the  length  gentlemen 
contend,  then  is  the  sovereignty  of  the  Government  to  be 
swallowed  up  in  the  vortex  of  the  Judiciary.  Whatever 
the  other  departments  of  the  tiovernmeut  may  do,  they 
can  undo.  Vou  may  pass  a  law,  but  they  can  annulet. 
Will  not  the  people  be  astonished  to  hear  that  their  laws 
depend  upon  the  will  of  the  judges,  who  are  themselves 
iudepeudent  of  all  law  ? — 10.,  page«  Ml,  M2. 


John  Randolph,  of  Roanoke,  said  : 

But,  sir,  if  you  pass  the  law,  the  judges  are  to  put  their 
veto  upon  it  by  declaring  it  unconstitutional.  Here  is  a 
new  power,  of  a  dangerous  and  uncontrollable  nature, 
contended  for.  The  decision  of  a  constitutional  question 
must  rest  somewhere.  Shall  it  be  conlided  to  men  Im- 
mediately responsible  to  the  people,  or  to  those  who  are 
irresponsible  ?  for  the  responsibility  by  impeachment  is 
little  less  than  a  name.  F'rom  whom  is  a  corrupt  decision 
most  to  be  feared  ?  To  me  it  appears  that  the  power 
which  has  the  right  of  passing,  without  appeal,  on  the 
validity  of  your  laws,  is  your  sovereign.  .  .  .  But, 
sir,  are  we  not  as  deeply  interested  In  tlie  true  exposition 
of  the  Constitution  as  the  judges  can  be  ?  With  all  due 
deference  to  their  talents,  is  not  Congress  as  capable  of 
forming  a  correct  opinion  as  tlie.v  are  ?  Are  not  its 
members  acting  under  a  responsibility  to  public  opinion, 
which  can  and  will  check  their  aberrations  from  duty  ? 
Let  a  case,  not  an  imaginary  one,  be  staled  :  Congress 
violates  the  Constitution  by  fettering  the  press;  the  judi- 
cial corrective  is  applied  to  ;  far  from  protecting  the 
liberty  of  the  citizen,  or  the  letter  of  the  Constitution, 
you  fand  them  outdoing  the  legislature  in  zeal;  pressing 
the  common  law  of  Kugland  to  their  service  where  the 
sedition  law  did  not  apply.  Suppose  your  reliance  had 
been  altogether  on  this  broken  stall',  and  not  on  the  elec- 
tive piinciple?  Vour  pi  ess  might  have  been  enchained 
till  doomsday,  your  citizens  incarcerated  for  life,  and 
where  is  your  remedy  ?  But  If  the  construction  of  tlie 
Constitution  is  left  «ith  us,  there  are  no  longer  limits  to 
our  power;  and  tli.s  would  be  true,  if  an  api>eal  did  not 
lie  through  the  elections,  fiom  us  to  the  nation,  to  whom 
alone,  and  not  a  few  privileged  individuals,  it  belongs  to 

decide,  in  the  last  I  ehort,  on  tlie  Constitution 

In  their  inquisitorial  capacity,  the  Supreme  Court,  re- 
lieved from  the  tedious  labor  of  investigating  judicial 
points  by  the  law  of  the  last  session,  m:iy  easily  direct  the 
Kxecutive,  by  mandamus,  in  what  mode  it  is  their 
pleasure  that  we  should  execute  his  functions.  They  will 
also  have  more  leisure  to  attend  to  the  leg.slature,  and 
forestall,  by  iiillamuiatory  pamphlets,  the.r  decisions  un 
all  Importanl  qiiesiloiis  ;  whilst,  for  tlie  amusement  of  the 
public,  we  shall  retain  the  light  of  debating,  but  not  of 
voting. — lb.,pagea  OtJl,  66'L 


Nathaniel  Macon,  «if  North  Carolina,  said: 

We  have  beard  much  about  the  judges,  and  the  neces- 
sity of  their  independence.  1  will  stale  one  fact,  to  show 
that  they  have  power  as  well  as  independence.  Soon 
after  the  establishment  of  the  Fedenil  Courts,  they  issued 
a  writ -not  being  a  piofesalonal  man,  1  shall  not  under- 
take lo  give  its  name — to  the  Supreme  Court  of  North 
Carolina,  direclmg  a  case  then  deiiending  in  the  State 
Court  to  be  bi  ought  into  the  Federal  Couit.  The  State 
judges  refused  to  obey  the  summons,  and  laid  the  Whole 
proceedings  before  the  legislature,  who  ai>proved  then' 
conduct,  and,  as  well  as  I  remember,  unanimously  ; 
and  this  In  that  day  was  not  called  disorganizing.— V^. 
page  711. 

John  Bacon,  of  Massachusetts,  said  : 

The  Judiciary  have  no  more  ri^'lit  to  prescribe,  direct, 
3r  ci/utrol  the  acts  of  the  other  dcparlmeuls  of  ine  uoi- 
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ernment,  than  the  other  departments  of  the  Govern- 
ment have  to  prescribe  or  direct  those  of  the  Judiciary. — 
lb.,  page  9S3. 

THE    SEDITION    LAW. 

When  the  case  of  Matthew  Lyon  was  before 
the  United  States  Senate  in  1818,  on  petition 
asking  indemnity  for  a  fine  imposed  upon  him 
under  the  Sedition  Law,  John  J.  Crittenden,  of 
Kentucliy,  said  : 

The  judiciary  is  a  valuable  part  of  the  Government,  and 
ought  to  be  iiighly  respected,  but  is  not  infallible.  The 
Constitution  is  our  guide — our  supreme  law.  Blind  homage 
can  never  be  rendered  by  freemen  to  any  power.  In  all 
cases  of  alleged  violations  of  the  Constitution,  it  was  for 
Congress  to  make  a  just  discrimination.  —  Bmiioii's 
Abridgment,  vol.  6,  page  184. 

Nathaniel  Macon,  of  North  Carolina,  on  the 

same  day  said : 

According  to  some  gentlemen,  we  were  to  regard  the 
Judiciary  more  than  the  law,  and  both  more  than  the  Con- 
stitution. It  was  a  misfortune  the  judges  were  not  equal 
in  infallibility  to  the  God  who  made  them.  The  truth 
was,  if  the  judge  was  a  party-man  out  of  power,  he  would 
be  a  party-man  in.  The  office  would  not  change  human 
nature.  He  had  no  doubt  that  the  Sedition  Law,  and  the 
proceedings  under  it,  had  more  effect  in  revolutionizing 
the  Government  than  all  its  other  acts.  He  well  remem- 
bered the  language  of  the  times — pay  your  taxes,  but 
don't  speak  against  government. — Jbid.,  page  1S7. 

Hon.  James  Barbour,  of  Virginia,  made  a  re- 
port on  the  subject  of  the  petition,  of  which  the 
following  is  an  extract : 

The  first  question  that  naturally  presents  itself  in  the 
investigation  is,  was  the  law  constitutional  ?  The  com- 
mittee have  no  hesitation  in  pronouncing,  in  their  opin- 
ions, it  was  not.     .     .     . 

The  committee  are  aware  that,  in  opposition  to  this 
view  of  the  subject,  the  decision  of  some  of  the  judges  of 
the  Supreme  Court,  sustaining  the  constitutionahty  of  the 
law,  has  been  frequently  referred  to,  as  sovereign  and 
conclusive  of  the  question. 

The  committee  entertain  a  high  respect  for  the  purity 
and  intelligence  of  the  Judiciary.  But  it  is  a  rational  re- 
spect, limited  by  a  knowle<lge  of  the  frailty  of  human  na- 
ture, and  the  theory  of  the  Constitution,  which  declares, 
not  only  that  Judges  may  err  in  opinion,  but  also  may 
commit  crimes,  and  hence  has  provided  a  tribunal  for  the 
trial  of  offenders. 

GEORGIA. 

In  the  case  of  Paddleford,  Fay,  &  Company 
V.  the  Mayor  and  Aldermen  of  the  city  of  Sa- 
vannah, Judge  Beiining,  in  delivering  the  opin- 
ion of  the  court,  recited  two  or  three  cases  in 
which  the  State  of  Georgia  had  acted  in  disre- 
gard of  the  decisions  of  the  Supreme  Court  of 
the  United  States.  In  the  case  of  Cliisholm, 
executor,  against  Georgia,  the  Supreme  Court 
of  the  United  States — 

Ordered,  that  unless  the  said  State  shall  either  in  due 
form  appear,  or  show  cause  to  the  contrary,  in  this  court, 
by  the  first  day  of  next  term,  judgment  by  default  shall  be 
entered  against  the  said  State. 

The  reporter  adds,  in  a  note,  that  "  in  February  term, 
1T94,  judgment  ica.t  rendered  for  the  plaintiff,  and  a  writ 
of  inquiry  awarded.  The  writ,  however,  was  not  sued  out 
and  executed ;  so  tliat  this  cause,  and  all  of  the  other  suits 
against  States,  were  swept  at  once  from  the  records  of  the 
court  by  the  amendment  of  the  Federal  Constitution." 
•x  Georgia  treated  the  court  with  contempt  in  respect  to 
this  case.  Her  position  was,  that  the  court  had  no  juris- 
diction of  her  as  a  parti/. — Georgia  lieports,  vol.  14, 
page  479. 

The  Judge  proceeds  to  say,  that  "  in  this 
position  Georgia  iriiimplunl,"  and  tluit  the  judg- 
ment against  her  "  fell  dead." 

The  Judge  next  cites  the  case  of  Worcester 
and  Butler,  who  had  settled  on  the  Cherokee 
lands  in  Georgia,  contrary  to  the  laws  of  tlie 
State,  and  for  which  otl'euse  they  were  sent  to 
the  penitentiary.     On   a  writ  of  error,  the  Su- 


preme Court  of  the  United  States  annulled  the 
judgment  in  the  State  court,  and  issued  a  man- 
date to  the  Superior  Court  of  Georgia,  to  carry 
its  judgment  of  reversal  into  execution.  Judgo 
Benning  proceeds : 

Now,  what  did  Georgia  do  on  receipt  of  this  special 
mandate  ?  Through  every  department  of  her  government 
she  treated  the  mandate  and  the  writ  of  error  with  con- 
tempt the  most  profound.  She  did  not  even  protest 
against  jurisdiction,  as  she  had  done  in  the  case  of  Chis- 
holm's  executors  ;  but  she  kept  Worcester  and  Butler  in 
the  penitentiary,  and  she  e.xecuted,  in  the  Creek  nation, 
the  laws,  for  violating  which  they  had  been  put  in  the 
penitentiary.     .    .     . 

Judge  Benning,  in  delivering  his  opinion,  says 
further : 

It  was  not  only  in  this  case  that  Georgia  occupied  this 
position  ;  she  did  it  in  two  other  cases,  and  those,  cases  of 
life  and  death :  the  case  of  Tassels,  and  that  of  Graves. 
One  of  these  happened  before  those  of  Worcester  and 
Butler,  namely,  in  18.30;  the  other  afterward,  in  1834. 
The  Supreme  Court  had  issued  writs  of  error  in  each  of 
these  cases,  on  the  application  of  the  defendants  to  the 
State  of  Georgia  ;  but,  as  the  cases  are  not  reported,  it  is 
to  be  presumed  that  these  writs  never  got  back  to  the 
Supreme  Court ;  or  that,  if  they  ever  did,  it  was  too  late. 
It  is  certain  that  Georgia  hung  the  applicants  for  the  wril. 

In  the  Tassels  case,  the  legislature  passed 
these,  among  other  resolutions  ; 

Resolved,  That  the  State  of  Georgia  will  never  so  far 
compromit  her  sovereignty,  as  an  independent  State,  as  to 
become  a  party  to  the  case  sought  to  be  made  before  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  by  the  writ  in  ques- 
tion. 

liesolved.  That  his  excellency  the  Governor  be,  and  he 
and  every  other  oflicer  of  tliis  State  is  hereby,  requested 
and  enjoined  to  disregard  any  and  every  mandate  and 
process  that  has  been  or  shall  be  served  on  him  or  them, 
purporting  to  proceed  from  the  Chief  Justice  or  any  Asso- 
ciate Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States, 
for  the  purpose  of  arresting  the  execution  of  any  of  the 
criminal  laws  of  this  State. 

Similar  resolutions  were  passed,  as  to  the 
case  of  Graves,  by  the  legislature  of  1834. 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

The  Supreme  Court  of  Pennsylvania,  in  the 
case  of  the  Commonwealth  v.  Cobbett,  gave  a 
unanimous  opinion  in  178S,  from  which  the  fol- 
lowing is  an  extract : 

If  a  State  should  differ  wnth  tlie  United  States  about  tho 
construction  of  them,  there  is  no  coDimon  umpire  but  the 
people,  who  should  adjust  the  affair  by  making  amend- 
ments in  the  constitutional  wa>,  or  suffer  from  the  defect. 
In  such  a  case,  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  is 
federal ;  it  is  a  league  or  treaty  made  by  the  individual 
States  as  one  party,  and  ail  tlie  States  as  another  party. 
When  two  nations  differ  about  the  meaning  of  any  clause, 
sentence,  or  word,  in  a  treaty,  neither  has  an  exclusive 
right  to  decide  it;  they  endeavor  to  adjust  the  matter  by 
negotiation ;  but  if  it  cannot  be  thus  accomplished,  each 
has  a  right  to  retain  its  own  interpretation,  until  a  refer- 
ence be  had  to  the  mediation  of  other  nations,  and  arbi- 
tration, or  the  fate  of  war.  There  is  no  provi.sion  in  the 
Constitution  that  in  such  a  case  the  judges  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States  shall  control  and  be  conclusive  ; 
neither  can  the  Congress  by  a  law  confer  that  power. — 
liespubliaa  v.  Oobbett,  3  Dallas's  Reports,  page  475. 

VIRGINIA. 

The  Court  of  Appeals  of  Virginia,  in  1814,  in 
the  case  of  Hunter  v.  Martin,  devisee  of  Fair- 
fax, entered  the  following  unanimous  opinion, 
after  full  argument : 

The  court  is  unanimously  of  opinion  that  the  appellate 
power  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  does  not 
extend  to  this  court,  under  a  sound  construction  of  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States ;  that  so  much  of  tlie 
twenty-fifth  section  of  the  act  of  Congress  to  establish  the 
judicial  courts  of  the  United  States  as  extends  the  appel- 
late jurisdiction  of  the  Supreme  Court  to  this  court  is  not 
in  pursuance  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States ; 
that  the  writ  of  error  in  this  case  was  unprovidently  al- 
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lowed  under  the  authority  of  that  act ;  that  the  proceed- 
ings Uier-Hin  in  tlio  Suprt-iiie  Court  were  coriim  mm 
juilics  in  relation  to  this  court ;  autl  that  obedience  to  its 
mandute  be  declined  by  thi^  court. 

In  times  of  violent  party  excitement,  agltatlnf;  the 
whole  nation,  to  expect  tliat  judges  will  be  entirely  ex- 
empt from  its  intluence,  argues  a  profound  ijrnorance  of 
DiiUikluJ.  Altliougli  clothed  with  the  ennine,  they  arc 
still  uieu,  and  carry  into  the  judgment  seat  the  passions 
and  motives  common  to  their  kind.  Their  decision.s  on 
party  questions  rellect  their  inilividual  opinions,  which 
fre<|uently  betray  tliem  unconsciou^ly  into  error.  To 
balance  the  judjruient  of  a  whide  people  by  that  of  two  or 
tliree  men,  no  mutter  what  may  be  their  olhcial  elevation, 
Is  to  exalt  the  creature  of  the  Constitution  above  it.s 
creator,  and  to  Hs«ail  the  foundation  of  our  political 
fabric;  which  is,  that  the  decision  of  the  people  is  infal- 
lible, from  which  tliere  is  no  appeal  but  to  Heaven. — See 
Btnton's  A(>rulffrni>U,  voL  6,  pagen  600,  6G1. 

Malilon  Dickersoii,  of  New-Jersey,  said : 

But  I  must  beg  leave  to  differ  from  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman (Mr.  Walker,  of  (ieorj;ia)  when  he  informs  us  that 
our  iudependeul  Judiciary  is  the  bulwark  of  the  liberties 
of  the  people.  By  wliich  he  must  mean,  defenders  of  the 
people  against  the  oppressions  of  the  Government.  From 
what  I  witnessed  in  the  years  1"!»S,  17',»9,  and  IbOO,  I  never 
•hall,  I  never  can,  consider  our  Judiciary  as  the  bulwark 
of  the  liberties  of  the  people.  The  people  must  look  out 
for  other  bulwarks  for  Uieir  liberties. — Sit  ib.,  page  701. 

RICn.\RD    M.    JOHNSON,    OF    KESTCCKT. 

Mr.  Johiijon,  wlio  wiis  elected  Vice-President 
of  the  United  States  by  the  Democratic  party, 
represented  Kentucky  in  the  United  States 
Senate  in  1822.  I  find  in  Benton's  Abridg- 
ment of  the  Debates  of  Congress,  vol.  7,  page 
145,  an  elaborate  speech  of  Mr.  Johnson  upon  a 
resolution  ottered  by  him,  proposing  an  ameiid- 
inent  of  the  Constitution.  His  proposition  was 
to  amend  the  Constitution  by  referring  all  cases 
in  which  a  State  may  be  a  party  to  the  final 
adjudication  of  the  Senate.  In  the  course  of 
his  remarks,  he  says : 

At  this  time  there  is,  unfortunately,  a  want  of  confi- 
dence in  the  Federal  Judiciary,  in  cases  that  involve 
political  power;  and  this  distrust  my  be  carried  to  other 
cases,  such  as  the  lawyers  call  meiim  et  tuiim. 

Courts  also,  like  cities  and  villages,  or  like  legislative 
bodies,  will  sometimes  have  tlieir  leaders  ;  and  it  may 
happen,  that  a  single  inilividual  will  be  the  prime  cause 
of  a  decL5i<in  to  overturn  the  deliberate  act  of  a  whole 
State,  or  of  the  United  Stales  ;  yet,  we  are  admonished 
to  receive  their  o|iinions  as  the  ancients  did  the  re- 
sponsses  of  the  Delphic  oracle,  or  the  Jews,  with  more 
I>ropriety,  the  coraniunicAtions  from  Heaven,  delivered 
by  L'rim  and  Thumiiiim,  to  the  High  Priest  of  God's 
chosen  people,  from  the  sanctum  isiinctorum.  Other 
causes  of  difference  might  be  multiplied  to  a  tedious  ex- 
tent ;  but  enough  has  been  said  to  show  that  judges,  who, 
like  other  men,  are  subject  to  the  fr.iiliies,  the  passions, 
the  partialities,  and  antipathies,  incident  to  human  na- 
ture, should  not  be  exempted  from  responsibility  on  ac- 
count of  their  superior  integrity,  learning,  and  cap.icity  ; 
or  that  their  decisions  should  be  subject  to  revision  by 
some  competent  tribunal,  res|>onsible  to  the  people.  It 
Li  believed  that  this  is  the  opinion  of  that  great  and  good 
man  who  penned  the  f>eclanition  of  Independence,  and 
who  now  enjoys,  in  the  shades  of  Monticello,  the  bless- 
Ino^  of  the  princ  pies  winch  it  conlaius.     .     .     . 

It  w;is  the  jidgnient  of  a  court  that  doomed  the  im- 
mortal Socrates  to  drink  the  hendock.  When  the  Koman 
tyrant  could  no  longer  U'e  a  hired  soldiery  to  immolate 
the  victims  of  his  jealousy,  he  resorted  to  courts  of  law. 
When  Henry  VIII  ,  of  Knglaml,  would  exerc.se  ciuel 
despotism  under  the  forms  of  a  free  Constitution,  the 
army,  llie  court,  and  the  I'ai  liainent,  were  the  potent 
engines  that  sustained  him.  When  .Mary,  his  daughter, 
compelled  the  Protestants  to  seal  their  testimony  at  the 
stake,  the  court  gave  sanction  to  the  murderous  deeds. 
Her  sister  and  successor,  Klizaheth,  created  the  Court  of 
High  Commission,  and  formally  invested  it  with  innuisi- 
torial  power.  She  also  supported  the  arbitrary  edicts  of 
the  Star  Chamber.  The  Puritans,  because  obnoxious  to 
the  free  exercise  of  the  prerogatives  of  the  Crown,  were 
imp.  isoned  and  d'spersed  by  process  of  law,  and  the 
judges  were  the  supporters  of  her  despotic  power. 
Sihen  she  would  destroy  Iter  unfortunate  kinswoman, 
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the  Queen  of  Scots,  the  judges  were  Instructed  to  con- 
demn her,  and  by  their  sentence  she  ca.ne  to  the  block. 
This  horrid  deed  was  covered  by  the  cloak  of  judicial 
proceedings.  When  Charles  I.,  determined  to  change 
the  religion  of  Scotland,  he  maile  use  of  the  Court  of 
High  Commission  to  effect  the  object.  By  the  same  judl 
cial  power,  the  advocates  for  the  doctrines  <if  the  Ke 
formation  have  so  often  been  divested  of  their  religious 
privileges,  and  doomed  to  seal  with  their  blood  that  re- 
ligion which  bore  them  triumphantly  through  the  vale  ot 
death. 

The  short,  though  splendid  history  of  this  Government 
furnishes  nothing  that  can  induce  us  to  look  with  a  very 
favorable  eye  to  the  Federal  Judiciary  as  a  safe  deposi- 
tory of  our  liberties.  When  a  law  was  enacted  in  viola 
tion  of  a  vital  principle  of  the  Constitution,  that  which 
was  designed  to  secure  the  freedom  of  speech  and  of  the 
press,  the  victims  of  its  operation  looked  in  vain  to  the 
judges  to  arrest  the  progress  of  usurpation.  If  this 
power  could  ever  be  exercised  to  any  good  purpose,  It 
would  be,  on  such  occcasions,  to  declare  the  law  uncon- 
stitutional which  aims  a  deadly  blow  at  the  vital  princi- 
ples of  freedom ;  but,  so  far  as  the  transactions  of  that 
day  are  detailed  in  our  public  records,  it  appears  that 
the  Judiciary  was  a  willing  instrument  of  Federal  usur- 
pation. That  law  was  executed  in  all  the  rigor  of  the 
spirit  which  dictated  it.  The  turbulence  of  faction  found 
no  moderation  there;  and  the  people  found  relief  only 
in  tlieir  own  power.  The  exercise  of  their  elective  fran- 
chise removed  the  evil,  and  this  is  their  only  safe  depen- 
dence. 

GEN.    JACKSON. 

The  following  is  an  extract  from  Gen.  Jack- 
son's message  vetoing  the  bill  for  rechartcring 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States.  It  may  be 
found  on  page  438  of  the  Senate  Journal  for 
the  first  session  of  the  Twenty-second  Congress, 
and  is  in  these  words  : 

If  the  opinion  of  the  Supreme  Court  covered  the 
whole  ground  of  this  act,  it  ought  not  to  control  the  co- 
ordinate authorities  of  this  Government.  The  Congress, 
the  Executive,  and  the  Court,  must  each  for  itself  bo 
guided  by  its  own  opinion  of  the  Constitution.  Kach 
public  ollicer,  who  takes  nn  oath  to  support  the  Consti- 
tution, swears  that  he  will  support  it  as  he  understands 
it,  and  not  as  it  is  understood  by  others.  It  is  as  much 
the  duty  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  of  the  .Senate, 
and  of  the  President,  to  decide  upon  the  constitutional- 
ity of  any  bill  or  resolution  which  may  be  presented  to 
them  for  pa.'^.'^age  or  approval,  as  it  is  of  the  supreme 
judges,  when  it  may  be  brought  before  them  for  judicial 
decision.  The  opinion  of  the  judges  has  no  more  author- 
ity over  Congress  than  the  opinion  of  Congress  over  the 
judges  ;  and,  on  that  point,  the  President  is  inde|iend- 
ent  of  both.  The  authority  of  the  Supreme  Court  must 
not,  therefore,  be  permitted  to  control  the  Congress  or 
the  Executive  when  acting  in  their  legislative  capacities, 
but  to  have  only  such  iullueuce  as  the  force  of  their 
reasoning  may  deserve. 


TUE  OTHER  SIDE  OF  THE  QUESTION. 
MR.  Webster's  views. 

The  other  side  of  this  question  wa.s  lucidly 
nnd  al)ly  stated  by  the  late  Daniel  Webster,  in  a 
speech  delivered  before  the  U.  S.  Senate,  on  the 
27th  of  January,  1830,  in  the  famous  debate 
between  Mr.  W.  and  Mr.  Ilayne,  of  South  Car- 
olina, on  Foot's  Resolution,  as  follows  : 

Mr.  Hayne  having  rejoined  to  51r.  Webster, 
especially  on  the  constitutional  question,  Mr. 
Webster  rose,  and,  in  conclusion,  said: 

A  few  words,  Mr.  President,  on  this  constitutional  argu- 
ment, which  the  honorable  gentleman  has  labored  to  re- 
construct. 

lUs  argument  consists  of  two  propositions  and  an  infer- 
ence.    HLs  propositions  are : 

l^t.  That  the  Constitution  is  a  compact  between  the 
States. 

'2<L  That  a  compact  between  two,  with  authority  re- 
served to  one  to  interpret  its  terms,  would  be  a  surrender 
to  that  one  of  all  power  whatever. 

SiL  Therefore,  (such  is  his  inference,^  the  General  Gov- 
ernment does  not  possess  the  authurit)-  to  construe  its  own 
powers. 
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Now,  sir,  who  does  not  gee,  williout  the  aid  of  exposition 
or  detection,  the  utter  confusion  of  ideas  involved  in  this 
to  elaborate  and  systematic  argument. 

Tiie  Constitution,  it  is  said,  is  a  compact  between  States ; 
the  States,  then,  and  the  States  only,  are  partie-s  lo  the 
compact.  How  comes  the  General  Government  itself  a 
pdrty  ?  Upon  the  honorable  gentleman's  hypothesis,  the 
General  Government  is  the  result  of  the  compact,  the  crea 
tare  of  the  compact,  not  one  of  the  parties  to  it.  Yet  the 
i:r;^ument,  as  the  gentleman  has  now  stated  it,  makes  the 
(rij\'frnment  itself  one  of  its  own  creators.  It  makes  it  a 
p.trty  to  that  compact  to  which  it  owes  its  own  existence. 

For  the  purpose  of  erecting  the  Constitution  on  the  ba- 
sis of  a  compact,  the  gentleman  considers  the  States  as 
parties  to  that  compact ;  but  as  soon  as  his  compact  is 
made,  then  he  chooses  to  consider  the  General  Govern- 
ment, which  is  the  offspring  of  that  compact,  not  its  off- 
spring, but  one  of  its  parties  ;  and  so  being  a  party,  with- 
out the  power  of  judging  on  the  terms  of  compact.  I'ray, 
SU-,  in  what  school  is  such  reasoning  as  this  taught  ? 

If  the  whole  of  the  gentleman's  main  proposition  were 
conceded  to  him,  that  is  to  say,  if  I  admit  for  the  sake  of 
the  argument,  that  the  Constitution  is  a  compact  between 
States,  the  inferences  which  he  draws  from  that  proposi- 
tion are  warranted  by  no  just  reasoning.  If  the  Constitu- 
tion be  a  compact  between  States,  still  that  Constitution, 
or  that  compact,  has  established  a  government,  with  cer- 
tain powers ;  and  whether  it  be  one  of  those  powers,  that 
it  shall  construe  and  interpret  for  itself  the  terms  of  the 
compact,  in  doubtful  cases,  is  a  question  which  can  only 
be  decided  by  looking  to  the  compact,  and  intiuiring  what 
provisions  it  contams  on  this  point.  Without  any  inconsist- 
ency with  natural  reason,  the  Government  even  thus  crea- 
ted might  be  trusted  with  this  power  of  construction.  The 
extent  of  its  powers,  therefore,  must  still  be  sought  for  in 
the  instrument  itself. 

If  the  Old  Confederation  had  contained  a  clause,  declar- 
ing that  Resolutions  of  the  Congress  shoukl  be  the  supreme 
law  of  the  land,  any  State  law  or  Constitution  to  the  con- 
trary notwithstanding,  and  that  a  Committee  of  Congress, 
or  any  other  body  created  by  it,  should  possess  judicial 
powers  e.xtending  to  all  cases  arising  under  resolutions  of 
Congress,  then  the  power  of  ultimate  decision  would  have 
been  vested  in  Congress  under  the  Confederation,  although 
that  Confederation  was  a  compact  between  States  ;  and  for 
this  plain  reason,  that  it  would  have  been  competent  to  the 
States,  who  alone  Were  parties  to  the  compact,  to  agree 
who  should  decide  in  cases  of  dispute  arismg  on  the  con- 
struction of  the  compact. 

For  the  same  reason,  sir,  if  I  were  now  to  concede  to  the 
gentleman  his  principal  proposition,  namely,  that  the  Con- 
stitution is  a  compact  between  States,  the  question  would 
still  be,  what  provision  is  made,  in  tlds  compact,  to  settle 
points  of  disputed  construction,  or  contested  power,  that 
shall  come  into  controversy  ?  And  this  question  would 
still  be  answered,  and  conclusively  answered,  by  the  Con- 
stitution itself. 

While  the  gentleman  is  contending  against  construction, 
he  himself  is  setting  up  the  most  loose  and  dangerous  con- 
struction. The  Constitution  declares,  that  the  laics  ofCon- 
o-'ess  passed  in  pursuance  of  the  Constitution  shall  b« 
the  supreme  laic  of  the  land  No  construction  is  necessary 
nere.  It  declares,  also,  with  equal  plainness  and  precision, 
that  the  judicial  power  of  the  United  States  shall  ex- 
tend to  every  case  arising  under  the  laics  of  Congress. 
Tills  needs  no  construction.  Here  is  a  law,  then,  which  is 
declared  to  be  supreme ;  and  here  is  a  power  established, 
which  is  to  interpret  that  law.  Now,  sir,  how  has  the  gen- 
tleman met  tills  ■?  Suppose  the  Constitution  to  be  a  com- 
pact, yet  here  are  its  terms ;  and  how  does  the  gentleman 
get  rid  of  them?  He  cannot  argue  the  seal  off  the  bond, 
nor  the  word  out  of  the  instrument.  Here  they  are ;  what 
answer  does  he  give  to  them?  None  in  the  world,  sir,  ex- 
cei)t  that  the  effect  of  this  would  be  to  place  the  States  in 
a  condition  of  inferiority  ;  and  that  it  results  from  the  very 
nature  of  things,  there  being  no  superior,  that  the  parties 
must  be  their  own  judges  !  Thus  closely  and  cogently  does 
the  honorable  gentleman  reason  on  the  words  of  the  Con- 
stitution. The  gentleman  says,  if  there  be  such  a  power 
of  final  decision  in  the  General  Government,  he  asks  for 
the  grant  of  that  power.  Well,  sir,  I  show  him  the  grant. 
I  turn  him  to  the  very  words.  I  show  him  that  the  laws 
of  Congress  are  made  supreme ;  and  that  the  judicial 
power  extends,  by  express  words,  to  the  interpretation  of 
these  laws.  Instead  of  answering  this,  he  retreats  into 
the  general  reflection,  that  it  must  xeswW.  from  the  nature 
of  things,  that  the  States,  being  parties,  must  judge  for 
themselves. 

I  have  admitted,  that,  if  the  Constitution  were  to  be  con- 
sidered as  the  creature  of  the  State  Governments,  it  might 
be  modified,  interpreted,  or  construed  according  to  their 
pleasuri^     But,  even  in  that  case,  it  would  be  necessary 


that  they  should  agree.  One  alone  could  not  interpret  it 
conclusively  ;  one  alone  could  not  construe  it ;  one  alono 
could  not  modify  it.  Yet  the  gentleman's  doctrine  is,  that 
Carolina  alone  may  construe  and  interpret  that  compact 
which  equally  binds  all,  and  gives  equal  rights  to  all. 

So,  then,  sir,  even  supposing  the  Constitution  to  be  a 
compact  between  the  States,  the  gentleman's  doctrine,  nev- 
ertheless, is  not  maintainable ;  because,  first,  the  General 
Government  is  not  a  party  to  that  compact,  but  a  gwern- 
ment  established  by  it,  and  vested  by  it  with  the  powers 
of  trying  and  deciding  doubtful  questions  ;  and  secondly, 
because,  if  the  Constitution  be  regarded  as  a  compact,  not 
one  State  only,  but  aU  the  States,  are  parties  to  that  com- 
pact, and  one  can  have  no  right  to  fix  upon  it  her  own  pe- 
culiar construction. 

So  much,  sir,  for  the  argument,  ev#n  if  the  premises  of 
the  gentleman  were  granted,  or  could  be  proved,  But, 
sir,  the  gentleman  has  failed  to  maintain  his  leading  pro- 
position. He  has  not  shown,  it  cannot  be  shown,  that  the 
Constitution  is  a  compact  between  State  Governments. 
The  Constitution  itself,  in  its  very  front,  refutes  that  idea ; 
it  declares  that  it  is  ordained  and  established  by  the  pe<>- 
2)le  of  the  United  States.  So  far  from  saying  that  it  is 
established  by  the  governments  of  the  several  States,  it 
does  not  even  say  that  it  is  established  by  the  people  of  the 
several  States ;  but  it  pronounces  that  it  is  established  by 
the  people  of  the  United  States,  in  the  aggi-egate.  The 
gentleman  says,  it  must  mean  no  more  than  the  people  of 
the  several  States.  Doubtless,  the  people  of  the  several 
States,  taken  collectively,  constitute  the  people  of  the 
United  States;  but  it  is  in  this,  their  collective  capacity.it 
is  as  all  the  people  of  the  United  States,  that  they  establish 
the  Constitution.  So  they  declare  ;  and  words  caimot  be 
plainer  than  the  words  used. 

W'hen  the  gentleman  says  the  Constitution  is  a  com- 
pact between  the  States,  he  uses  language  exactly  ap- 
plicable to  the  old  Confederation.  He  speaks  as  if  he 
were  in  Congress  before  17S9.  He  describes  fully  that 
old  state  of  things  then  existing.  The  Confederation  was, 
in  strictness,  a  compact;  the  States,  as  States,  were  par- 
ties to  it.  We  liad  no  other  general  government.  But 
that  was  found  insufficient,  and  inadequate  to  the  public 
exigencies.  The  people  were  not  satisfied  wi;h  it,  and 
undertook  to  establish  a  better.  They  undertook  to  form 
a  General  Government,  which  should  stand  on  a  new 
basis  ;  not  a  confederacy',  not  a  league,  not  a  compact 
between  States,  but  a  Constitution, ;  a  popular  govern- 
ment, founded  in  popular  election,  directly  responsible  to 
the  people  themselves,  and  divided  into  branches  with 
prescribed  limits  of  power,  and  prescribed  duties.  The.y 
ordained  such  a  government,  thej'  gave  it  the  name  of 
a  Constitution,  and  therein  established  a  distribution  of 
power  between  this,  their  General  Government,  and  their 
several  State  governments.  When  they  shall  become  dis- 
satisfied with  this  distribution,  they  can  alter  it.  Their 
own  power  over  their  own  instrument  remains.  But  un- 
til they  shall  alter  it,  it  must  stand  as  their  will,  and  is 
equally  binding  on  the  General  Government  and  on  the 
States. 

The  gentleman,  sir,  finds  analogy  where  I  see  none. 
He  likens  it  to  the  case  of  a  treaty,  in  whicli,  there  being 
no  common  superior,  each  party  must  interpret  for  him- 
self, under  its  own  obligation  of  good  faith.  But  this  is 
not  a  treaty,  but  a  constitution  of  government,  with 
powers  to  execute  itself,  and  fulfill  its  duties. 

I  admit,  sir,  that  this  government  is  a  government  of 
checks  and  balances  ;  that  is,  the  House  of  Representatives 
is  a  check  upon  the  Senate,  and  the  Senate  is  a  check  on 
the  House,  and  the  President  a  check  on  both.  But  I  can- 
not compreliend,  or,  if  I  do,  I  totally  differ  from  him,  when 
he  applies  the  notion  of  checks  and  balances  to  the  inter- 
ference of  different  governments.  He  argues  that  if  we 
transgress  our  constitutional  limits,  each  State,  as  a 
State,  has  a  right  to  check  us.  Does  he  admit  the  con- 
verse of  the  proposition,  that  we  have  a  right  to  chect 
the  States  ?  The  gentleman's  doctrines  would  give  us  a 
strange  jumble  of  authorities  and  powers,  instead  ot 
governments  of  separate  and  defined  powers.  It  is  t'ne 
part  of  wisdom,  I  think,  to  avoid  this  ;  and  to  keep  the 
General  Government  and  the  State  Government  each 
in  its  proper  sphere,  avoiding  as  carefully  as  possible 
every  kind  of  interference. 

Finally,  sir,  the  honorable  gentleman  says,  that  the 
States  will  only  interfere,  by  their  power,  to  preserve  the 
Constitution.  They  will  not  destroy  it,  they  will  not  impair 
it  ;  they  will  only  save,  they  will  only  preserve,  they  will 
only  strengthen  it.  Ah  !  sir,  this  is  but  the  old  story.  All  re- 
gulated governments,  all  free  governments,  have  been 
broken  by  similar  disinterested  and  well  disposed  inter- 
ference. It  is  the  common  pretence.  But  I  take  leave 
of  the  subject. 
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Lktter  to  a.  0.  P.  NiceoLSOH. 

Wasuisgtos,  Dec  34, 1S47. 

Dear  Sir:  I  liave  reoeiveil  your  letter,  and  shall  an- 
swer it  as  fiaiikly  as  it  is  written. 

You  ask  lue  wiiellier  I  am  iu  favor  of  the  acquisition  of 
Mexican  territory,  and  what  are  my  sentiments  with 
repird  to  the  Wiliuot  Proviso. 

1  have  so  often  and  so  explicitly  stated  my  views  of 
the  first  question,  in  th-  Senate,  that  it  seems  almost  un- 
necessary to  repeat  t  lem  here.  .\s  you  request  it,  how- 
ever, I  shall  brietlv  g  ve  them. 

I  think,  then,  that  no  peace  should  be  pranted  to  Mex- 
ico, till  a  reasonaliU;  indemnity  is  obtained  for  the  inju- 
ries which  she  has  done  us.  The  territor  al  extent  of 
Uiisind.Munity  is,  in  the  first  instance,  a  subject  of  Kxccu- 
tive  consideration.      There   the  Constitution  has  placeil 


cal  institutions,  if  I  may  so  speak,  whether  they  have  re- 
ference to  SUvery  or  to  any  other  relations,  domestic  or 
public,  are  left  to  local  authority,  either  orijiinal  or  deriva- 
tive. Congress  h:is  no  ri^'ht  to  say  there  shall  be  Slavery 
in  New-York,  or  that  there  shall  be  no  Slavery  in  Georgia; 
nor  is  thi-re  any  other  human  power,  but  the  people  of 
those  Slates,  respectively,  which  can  chanjre  the  relations 
existing  therein ;  and  they  can  say,  if  they  will,  we  will 
have  i^lave^y  in  the  former,  and  we  will  abolish  it  in  the 
latter. 

In  various  respects,  the  Territories  differ  from  the  States. 
&jme  of  their  rights  are  inchoate,  and  they  do  not  possess 
the  peculiar  attributes  of  sovereignty.  Their  relation  to 
the  Ueneral  Uovernnient  is  very  imperfectly  defined  by 
the  Constitution ;  and  it  will  be  found,  upon  examination, 
that  in  that  instrument  the  only  grant  of  power  concern- 
ing them  is  conveyed  iu  the  phrase,  "  Congress  shall  have 


4,  and  there  1  am  willing  to  leave  it ;  not  only  because  1  the  power  to  dispose  of  and  make  all  needful  rules  and  re 
laveifull  conlidence  in  i^s  judicious  exercise,  but  because,  gulations  respecting  the  territory  and  other  property  be- 
ll the  ever-varying  circumstances  of  a  war,  it  would  be  longing  to  the  United  Stales."  Certainly  tliis  phraseology 
jjdiscreet,  by  a  public  declaration,  to  commit  the  coun-  |  is  very  loose,  if  it  were  designed  to  include  in  the  grant 
iry  to   any  liie  of    indemnity,  which  might  otherwise  be  |  the  whole  power  of  legislation  over  ])erson3,  as  well  as 


enlarged,  as  the   nb>tinate   injustice  of  the   enemy  pro 
longs  the  contest  with  its  loss  of  blood  and  treasure. 

It  appears  to  me,  that  the  kind  of  metaphysical  mag- 
nanimity which  would  reject  all  indemnity  at  the  close  of  a 
bloody  and  expensive  war,  brought  on  by  a  direct  attack 
upon  our  troops  by  the  enemy,  and  preceded  by  a  suc- 
cession of  unjust  acts  for  a  series  of  years,  is  as  unwor- 
thy of  the  age  in  which  we  live,  as  it  is  revolting  to  the 
common  sense  and  p.uctice  of  mankind.  It  would  con- 
duce but  litile  to  our  future  security,  or,  indeed  to  our 
present  reputation,  to  declare  that  we  repudiate  all 
expectation  of  compensation  from  the  .Mexican  Govern- 
ment, and  a  e  fighting,  not  tor  any  practical  result,  but 
fo:'  gome  vague,  periiaps  philanthropic  object,  which 
escapes  my  penet.ation,  and  must  be  defined  by  those 
who  assume  this  new  principle  of  national  iutercomiuu- 
n'cati.iii.  All  wa  s  are  to  be  deprecated,  as  well  by  the 
gta'esinan  as  by  the  philanthropist.  They  are  great 
evils;  but  there  are  greater  evils  than  these,  and  submis- 
sion to  injustice  is  among  them.  The  nation  which  should 
refuse  to  defend  its  rights  and  iis  honor  when  assailed, 
would   soon   have   neither  to  defend;  and,  when  driven 


things.  The  expression,  the  "  territory  and  other  pro- 
perty," fairly  construed,  relates  to  tlie  public  lands,  as 
such  ;  to  arsenals,  dockyards,  forts,  ships,  and  all  the  va- 
rious kinds  of  property  which  the  L'niled  Stales  may  and 
must  possess. 

But  surely  the  simple  authoiity  to  dispose  cf  and  regvr- 
latt  these  does  not  extend  to  the  unlimited  jjower  of  legis- 
lation ;  to  the  passage  of  all  lutcx,  in  the  most  general 
acceptation  of  the  word,  which,  by  the  by,  is  carefully  ex- 
cluded from  the  sentence.  And,  indeed,  if  thb  were  so,  it 
would  render  unnecessary  another  provision  of  the  Con- 
stitution, which  grants  to  Congress  the  power  to  legislate, 
with  the  consent  of  the  Stales,  respectively,  over  all  places 
purchased  for  the  "  erection  of  forts,  magazines,  arsenals, 
dockyards,"  etc.  Tliese  being  the  ^' properlij"  of  the 
United  States,  if  the  power  to  make  "needful  rules  and 
regulations  concerning"  them  includes  the  general  power 
of  legislation,  then  the  grant  of  authority  to  regulate  "  tiie 
territory  and  other  property  of  the  United  Stales"  is  un- 
limited, wiierever  subjects  are  found  for  its  operation,  and 
its  exercise  needed  no  auxiliary  provi^ion.  If,  on  the 
other  hand,  it  does  not  include  sucli  power  of  legislation 


to  war,  it  is  not  by  professions  of    disinterestedness   and    over  the  "  otlier  property"  of  the  United  States,  then  it 


declarations  of  magnanimity  that  its  rational  objects  can 
be  best  obta  ned,  or  other  nations  taught  a  lesson  of  for- 
bearance—the  strongest  security  for  permanent  peace 
We  are  at  war  with  .Mexico,  audits  vigorous  prosecution 
is  the  surest  means  of  its  speedy  termination,  and  ample 
indemnity  the  surest  guaranty  against  the  recurrence  of 
such  injustice  as  provoWed  it. 

The  W  ilmot  Proviso  has  been  before  the  count-y  some 
time.  It  has  been  repeatedly  discussed  in  Congress  and 
by  the  puhhc  press.  1  am  strongly  impressed  with  the 
opinion,  thai  a  g. eat  change  h:is  been  going  on  in  the 
public  mind  upon  this  subject,  in  my  own  as  well  as  oth- 
ers;  and  that  doubtfl  are  resolving  themselves  into  con- 
victions, that  the  principle  it  involves  should  be  kept  out 
of  the  National  Legislature,  and  left  to  the  peoi)le  of  the 
confederacy  in  their  respective  local  governments. 

The  whole  sulijeot  is  a  comprehensive  one,  and  fruitful 
of  important  consequences.  It  would  be  ill-timed  to  dis- 
cuss it  here.  I  ?hall  not  assume  that  responsible  task,  but 
shall  confine  myself  to  such  general  views  as  are  neces- 
sary to  the  fair  exhibition  of  ray  opinion. 

We  may  well  regret  the  existence  of  Slavery  in  the 
Southern  Stales,  and  wish  they  had  been  saved  from  its 
lutro>luction.  But  there  it  is,  not  by  the  act  of  the  present 
generation ;  and  we  must  deal  with  it  as  a  great  practical 
question,  involving  the  most  momentous  coiisei|iitn(>-s. 
We  have  neither  the  right  nor  the  power  to  touch  it  where 
it  exists  ;  ami  if  we  had  both,  their  exercL-e  by  any  means 
heretofore  suggested,  might  lead  to  results  which  no  wLse 
man  would  willingly  encounter,  and  which  no  good  man 
could  contemplate  without  anxiety. 

The  theory  of  our  Government  presupposes  that  its  va- 


does  not  include  it  over  their  "^territorij ;"  for  the  same 
terms  which  grant  tlie  one  grant  tlie  other.  "  Ttrritory  " 
is  here  classed  niih  pmperty,  and  treated  as  such ;  and 
the  object  was  evidently  to  enable  the  General  Govern- 
ment, as  a  property-holder — which,  from  necessity,  it  must 
be — to  manage,  preserve  and  "  tiixpoxA  of"  such  property 
as  it  might  possess,  ami  which  authority  is  essential  almost 
to  its  being.  But  the  lives  and  persons  of  our  citizens, 
with  the  v:ist  variety  of  olyecls  connected  with  them,  can- 
not be  controlled  by  an  authority  wliich  is  merely  called 
into  exist-ence  for  llie  pur|>ose  of  making  rules  aiCd  regVr- 
latioTui  for  tlie  disposition  and  management  of  pro- 
perty. 

Such,  it  appe.irs  to  me,  would  be  the  constructJon  put 
upon  this  provision  of  the  Constitution,  were  this  question 
now  first  presented  for  consideration,  and  not  controlled 
by  imperious  circumstances.  The  original  ordinance  of 
the  Congress  of  the  Confederation,  passed  in  ITi?,  and 
which  Wiis  the  only  act  upon  this  subject  in  force  at  the 
a<loption  of  the  Constitution,  provided  a  complete  frame 
of  government  for  the  country  north  of  the  Oldo,  while  ia 
a  territorial  condition,  and  for  its  eventual  admis?ion  in 
separate  States  into  the  Union.  And  the  persuasion  that 
this  ordinance  contained  within  itself  all  the  necessary 
means  of  execution,  probably  prevented  any  direct  refer- 
ence to  tlie  subject  in  the  Constitution,  further  than  vest- 
ing In  Congress  the  right  to  admit  the  Stales  fonned  under 
it  into  the  Union.  However,  circumstances  arose,  which 
required  legislation,  as  well  over  the  territory  north  of 
the  Ohio,  as  over  other  territory,  both  within  and  without 
the  original  Union,  ceded  to  the  General  Government, 
and,  at  various  times,  a  more  enlarged  power  h.is  been 


rious  memoers  have  reserved  to  themselves  the  regulation  exercised  over  the  Territories  —  meaning  thereby  the 
of  all  siibjicts  relating  to  what  may  be  tenned  their  Inter- 1  dilTerent  Territorial  Governments— than  b  conveyed 
nal  polii  e.  They  are  sovereign  within  their  boundari'.-s,  by  the  limited  grant  referred  to.  How  far  an  existing 
except  in  those  cases  where  they  have  surrendered  to  the  necessity  may  have  operated  in  producing  tiiis  legislii- 
General  Government  a  portion  of  their  rights,  in  order  to  i  tion,  and  thus  extending,  by  rather  a  violent  imjilica- 
give  elfect  to  the  objects  of  the  Union,  whether  these  con- |  tion,  powers  not  directly  given,  I  know  not.  But  cer- 
ceru  foreign  nations  or  the  several  States  themselves.     Lo-  ,  tain  it  is  that  the  principle  of  interference  should  not  be 
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carried  beyond  the  necessary  impUcation,  which  produces 
1!.  It  sliould  be  limited  to  liie  creation  of  proper 
governmeula  for  new  countries,  acquired  or  settled,  and 
to  the  necessary  provisions  for  tlieir  eventual  admission 
uito  the  Union  ;  leaving,  in  the  ineantiiiie,  to  the  people 
inhabiting  them,  to  regulate  tlieir  internal  concerns  in 
their  own  way.  They  are  just  as  capable  of  doing  so  as 
the  people  of  the  States ;  and  they  can  do  so,  at  any  rate 
as  soon  as  their  political  independence  is  recognized  by 
sdraission  into  tlie  Union.  During  this  temporary  condi- 
tion, it  is  hardly  expedient  to  call  into  exercise  a  doubt- 
ful and  invidious  authority  whicli  questions  the  intelli- 
gence of  a  respectable  portion  of  our  citizens,  and  whose 
limitation,  wliatever  it  may  be,  will  be  rapidly  approach- 
ing its  termination — an  authority  which  wouhi  give  to 
Congress  despotic  power,  uncontrolled  by  the  Constitu- 
tion, over  most  important  sections  of  our  common 
country.  For,  if  the  relation  of  master  and  servant  may 
be  regulated  or  annihilated  by  its  legislation,  so  may  the 
regulation  of  husband  and  wife,  of  parent  and  child,  and 
of  any  other  condition  which  our  institutions  and  the 
habits  of  our  society  recognize.  What  would  be  thought 
if  Congress  should  undertake  to  prescribe  the  terms  of 
marriage  in  New-Yurk,  or  to  regulate  the  authority  of 
parents  over  their  children  in  Pennsylvania  ?  And  yet 
it  would  be  as  vain  to  seek  one  justifying  the  inter- 
ference of  the  national  legislature  in  the  cases  referred  to 
in  the  original  States  of  ttie  Union.  I  speak  here  of  the 
inlieient  power  of  Congress,  and  do  not  touch  the  ques- 
tion of  sucii  contracts  as  may  be  formed  with  new  States 
when  admitted  into  the  confederacy. 

Of  all  the  questions  which  can  agitate  us,  those  which 
are  merely  sectional  in  their  character  are  the  most 
dangerous,  and  the  most  to  be  deprecated.  The  warning 
voice  of  liim  who  from  his  character  and  services  and 
virtue  had  the  best  right  to  warn  us,  proclaimed  to  his 
countrymen,  in  his  Farewell  Address — that  monument  of 
wisdom  for  him,  as  I  hope  it  will  be  of  safety  for  theiu — 
how  much  we  had  to  apprehend  from  measures  peculiarly 
affecting  geographical  sections  of  our  country.  The 
grave  circumstances  in  which  we  are  now  placed  make 
these  words  words  of  safety  ;  for  I  am  satisfied,  from  all 
I  have  seen  and  heard  here,  that  a  successful  attempt  to 
ingraft  the  principles  of  the  Wilmot  Proviso  upon  the  le- 
islation  of  this  Government,  and  to  ai>ply  them  to  new 
territory,  should  new  territory  be  acquired,  would  seri- 
ously ali'ect  our  tranquillity.  I  do  not  suffer  myself  to 
foresee  or  foretell  the  consequences  that  would  ensue  ; 
for  I  trust  and  believe  there  is  good  sense  and  good  feel- 
ing enough  in  the  country  to  avoid  them,  by  avoiding  all 
occasions  which  might  lead  to  them. 

Briefly,  then,  I  am  opposed  to  the  exercise  of  any 
juiisdiction  by  Congress  over  this  matter;  and  I  am  in 
favor  of  leaving  to  the  people  of  any  Territory,  which 
may  be  liereafter  acquired,  the  right  to  regulate  it  for 
themselves,  under  the  general  principles  of  the  Consti- 
tution.    Because — ■ 

1.  I  do  not  see  in  the  Constitution  any  grant  of  the 
requisite  power  to  Congress  ;  and  I  am  not  disposed  to 
extend  a  doubtful  precedent  beyond  its  necessity — tiie 
establishment  of  Territorial  Governments  when  needed 
— leaving  to  the  inhabitants  all  the  rights  compatible 
with  the  relations  they  bear  to  the  confedeiation. 

2.  Because  I  believe  this  measure,  if  adopted,  would 
weaken,  if  not  impair,  the  Union  of  the  States  ;  and 
would  sow  the  seeds  of  future  discord,  which  would 
glow  up  and  ripen  into  an  abundant  harvest  of  cala- 
mity. 

8.  Because  I  believe  a  general  conviction  that  such  a 
proposition  would  succeed,  would  lead  to  an  immediate 
withholding  of  the  supphes,  and  thus  to  a  dishonorable 
termination  of  the  war.  I  think  no  dispassionate  ob- 
server at  the  seat  of  Government  can  doubt  this  re- 
sult. 

4.  If,  however,  in  this  I  am  under  a  misapprehension, 
I  am  under  none  in  the  practical  opera  ion  of  this  re- 
striction, if  adopted  by  Congress,  upon  a  treaty  of  peace, 
ma.king  any  acquihilion  of  iMtxican  J'erritory.  Such  a 
treaty  would  be  rejected  as  certainly  as  presented  to 
tiie  Senate.  More  than  one-third  of  that  body  would 
vote  against  it,  viewing  such  a  principle  as  an  exclu- 
sion of  the  citizens  of  the  slaveholding  States  from  a 
participation  in  the  benefits  acquired  by  the  treasure 
and  exertions  of  all,  and  which  should  be  common  to 
all.  I  am  repeating— neither  advancing  nor  defending 
these  views.  That  branch  of  the  sul)ject  does  not  lie  in 
my  way,  and  I  shall  not  turn  aside  to  seek  it. 

In  this  aspect  of  the  matter,  the  people  of  the  United 
States  must  choose  between  this  restriction  and  the  ex- 
tension of  their  territorial  limiis.  They  cannot  have 
both  ;  and  which  they  will  surrender  must  depend  upon 
their  representatives  first,  and  then,  if  these  fail  them, 
upon  themselves. 


.5  But  after  all,  it  seems  to  be  generally  conceded  that 
this  restriction,  if  carried  into  ell'ect  could,  not  operate 
upon  any  State  to  be  formed  from  newly-acquired  terri- 
tory. The  well-known  attributes  of  Sovereignty,  recog- 
nized by  us  as  belonging  to  tlie  State  Governments, 
would  sweep  before  ti.em  any  such  barrier,  and  would 
leave  the  people  to  express  and  exert  their  will  at  plea- 
sure. Is  the  object,  then,  of  temporary  exclusion 
for  so  short  a  period  as  the  duration  of  the  Territorial 
Governments,  worth  the  price  at  which  it  would  be 
purchased  ? — worth  the  discord  it  would  engender,  the 
trial  to  which  it  would  expose  our  Union,  and  the  evils 
that  would  be  the  certain  consequence,  let  the  trial  re- 
sult as  it  might  ?  As  to  the  course,  which  has  been  inti- 
mated, rather  than  proposed,  of  ingrafting  such  a  restric- 
tion upon  any  treaty  of  acquisition,  I  persuade  myself  it 
would  find  but  little  favor  in  any  portion  of  this  country. 
Such  an  arrangement  would  render  Mexico  a  party, 
having  a  right  to  interfere  in  our  internal  institutions  in 
questions  left  by  the  Constitution  to  the  State  Govern- 
ments, and  would  inflict  a  serious  blow  upon  our  funda- 
mental principles.  Few,  indeed,  I  trust,  there  are  among 
us  who  would  thus  grant  to  a  foreign  power  the  right  to 
inquire  into  the  constitution  and  conduct  of  the  sover- 
eign States  of  this  Union  ;  and  if  there  are  any,  I  am  nof. 
among  them,  nor  never  snail  be.  To  the  people  of  this 
country,  under  God,  now  and  hereafter,  are  its  destinies 
committed  ;  and  we  want  no  foreign  power  to  Ihterro 
gate  us,  treaty  in  hand,  and  to  say.  Why  have  you  dona 
this,  or  why  have  you  left  that  undone?  Our  own  dig 
nity  and  the  principles  of  national  independence  unite 
to  repel  such  a  proposition. 

But  there  is  another  important  consideration,  whici 
ought  not  to  be  lost  sight  of,  in  the  investigation  of  this 
subject.  The  question  that  presents  itself  is  not  a  ques- 
tion of  the  increase,  but  of  the  diffusion  of  Slavery. 
Whether  its  sphere  be  stationary  or  progressive,  its 
amount  will  be  the  same.  The  rejection  of  this  restric- 
tion will  not  add  one  to  the  class  of  servitude,  nor  will 
its  adoption  give  freedom  to  a  single  being  who  is  now 
placed  therein.  The  same  numbers  will  be  spread  over 
greater  territory  ;  and,  so  far  as  compression,  with  less 
abundance  of  the  necessaries  of  life,  is  an  evil,  so  far 
will  that  evil  be  mitigated  by  transporting  slaves  to  a 
new  country,  and  giving  them  a  larger  space  to  occupy. 

I  say  this  in  the  event  of  the  extension  of  Slavery  over 
any  new  acquisition.  But  can  it  go  there  ?  This  may  well 
be  doubted.  All  the  descriptions  wliich  reach  us  of  the  con- 
dition of  the  Californias  and  of  New-Mexico,  to  the  acqui- 
sition of  which  our  efforts  seem  to  be  at  present  directed, 
unite  in  representing  those  countries  as  agricultural  regions, 
similar  in  their  products  to  our  Middle  States,  and  gene- 
raUy  unfit  for  the  production  of  the  great  staples  which  can 
alone  render  slave  labor  valuable.  If  we  a.re  not  grossly 
deceived — and  it  is  difficult  to  conceive  how  we  can  be — 
the  inhabitants  of  those  regions,  whether  they  depend  up 
on  their  plows  or  their  herds,  cannot  be  slaveholders.  In 
voluntary  labor,  requu'ing  the  investment  of  large  capital, 
can  only  be  profitable  when  employed  in  the  production 
of  a  few  favored  articles  confined  Ijy  nature  to  special  dis- 
tricts, and  paying  larger  returns  than  the  usual  agricultu- 
ral products  spread  over  more  considerable  portions  of  the 
earth. 

In  the  able  letter  of  Mr.  Buchanan  upon  this  subject, 
not  long  since  given  to  the  public,  he  presents  similar  con- 
siderations with  great  force.  "  Neither,"  says  the  distin- 
guished writer,  "  the  soil,  the  climate,  nor  the  productions 
of  CaUfornia,  south  of  36°  SO',  nor  indeed  of  any  portion 
of  it.  North  or  South,  is  adapted  to  slave  labor ;  and  be- 
side every  facility  would  be  there  afforded  for  the  slave  to 
escape  from  his  master.  Such  property  would  be  entirely 
insecure  in  any  part  of  California.  It  is  morally  impos- 
sible, therefore,  that  a  majority  of  the  emigrants  to  that 
portion  of  the  Territory  south  of  36"  80',  which  will  be 
chiefly  composed  of  our  citizens,  will  ever  reestablish  Sla- 
very within  its  limits. 

"  In  regard  to  New-Mexico,  east  of  the  Rio  Grande,  the 
question  has  already  been  settled  by  the  admission  of 
'i'exas  into  the  Union. 

"  Should  we  acquire  territoiy  beyond  the  Rio  Grande 
and  east  of  the  Rocky  Mountains,  it  is  still  more  impossi- 
ble that  a  majority  of  the  people  would  consent  to  rees- 
tublisk  Slavery.  They  are  themselves  a  colored  popula- 
tion, and  among  them  the  negro  does  not  belong  socially 
to  a  degraded  race." 

With  this  last  remark,  Mr  Walker  fully  coincides  in  his 
letter  written  in  1844,  ui)on  the  annexation  of  Texas,  and 
which  everywhere  produced  so  favorable  an  impre-sion 
upon  the  public  mind,  as  to  have  conduced  very  matci  i- 
ally  to  the  accomplishment  of  thatgie:it  measure.  "  Be 
yond  the  Del  Norte,"  says  Mr.  Walker,  "  Slave.y  will  no' 
pass  ;  not  only  because  it  is  forbidden  by  law,  but  be 
cause  the  colored  race  there  preponderates  in  the  ratir 
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of  ten  to  one  over  the  whites;  and  holding,  as  thev  do,  I 
the  government  and  most  of  the  offices  in  their  possession, 
they  will  nut  permit  the  enslavement  of  any  portion  of 
the  colored  race,  which  maked  and  executes  the  laws  of 
the  country."  i 

Tlie  question,  it  will  he  therefore  seen  on  examination, 
does  not  regard  the  exclusion  of  Slavery  from  a  region 
where  it  now  exists,  but  a  proliibition  against  its  intro-  ; 
duction  where  it  d^-es  not  exist,  and  where,  from  the  feel- 
ings of  the  inhahitautoj  and  the  laws  of  nature,  "  it  is 
morally  impossible,"  as  Mr.  Buchanan  says,  that  it  can  i 
ever  reestablish  itself.  [ 

It  augurs  well  for  the  permanence  of  our  confederation 
that  dui  ing  mure  than  half  a  century,  which  ha.s  elapsed 
lince  the  establishment  of  this  government,  many  serious 
'{uestions,  and  some  of  the  highest'  importance,  have 
kgitated  the  public  mind,  and  more  than  once  threaten- 
ed the  gravest  consequences  ;  but  that  they  have  all 
In  succession  passed  away,  leaving  our  institutions 
unscathed,  and  our  country  advancing  in  numbers, 
power,  and  wealth,  and  in  all  the  other  elements  of  1 
%tional  prosperity,  with  a  rapidity  unknown  in  ancient  | 


or  modern  days  In  times  of  political  excitement,  wh<»n 
difficult  and  delicate  questions  present  themselves  for 
solution,  there  is  one  ark  of  safety  for  us  ;  ami  that  is  an 
honest  appeal  to  the  fundamental  princ  pies  of  our 
Union,  and  a  stern  determination  to  abide  their  dictates. 
This  course  ■  f  proceeding  has  carried  us  in  safety  through 
many  a  trouble  ;  and  I  trust  will  carry  us  safely  through 
many  more,  should  many  more  be  destined  to  assail  us 
The  Wilmot  Proviso  seeks  to  take  from  its  legtimate  tri- 
bunal a  question  of  domestic  policy,  having  no  relat  on 
to  the  Union,  as  such,  and  to  transfer  it  to  anothe ', 
created  by  the  people  for  a  special  purpose,  and  foreign 
to  the  suljject  matter  involved  in  this  issue.  By  going 
back  to  Our  true  principles,  we  go  back  to  the  road  of 
peace  and  safety.  Leave  to  the  people,  who  will  be  af- 
fected by  this  question,  to  adjust  it  upon  their  own  re- 
iponsibility,  and  la  their  own  manner,  and  we  shall 
render  another  tribute  to  the  original  principles  of  our 
Government,  and  furnish  another  guaranty  of  its  perma- 
nence and  prosperity.  I  am,  dear  sir,  respectfully,  your 
obedient  servant,  Liiwia  Cass. 

A.  O.  P.  Nicholson,  Esq.,  Nashville,  Tenn. 
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The  following  letter  was  addressd  to  the 
New  York  City  Delegates  to  the  Utica  Free 
Soil  Convention,  of  1848,  in  response  to  a  letter 
to  Martin  Van  Buren,  asking  his  opinion  on  the 
subject  herein  discussed : 

1  LrsDENWOLD,  June  20, 1S4S. 

Gentlkjirs  : You  desire  also  my  views  in  regard 

to  the  pruhibition  by  Congress  of  Slavery  in  territories 
where  ii  does  not  now  exist,  and  they  shall  be  given  in  a 
few  words,  and  in  a  manner  which  will  not,  I  hope,  in- 
crease, if  it  does  not  diminish  the  existing  excitement  in 
the  public  mind. 

The  illustrious  founders  of  our  Government  were  not 
Insensible  to  the  apparent  inconsistency  between  the 
perpetuation  of  Slavery  in  the  United  States,  and  the 
principles  of  the  Revolution,  as  delineated  in  the  Declara- 
tion of  Independence;  and  they  were  too  ingenuous  in 
their  dispositions  to  attempt  to  conceal  the  impressions 
by  which  they  were  embarrassed.  But  they  knew,  also, 
that  its  speedy  abolition  in  several  of  the  States,  was 
impossible,  and  its  existence  in  all,  without  fault  on  the 
part  of  the  present  generation.  They  were  also  too  upright 
and  the  fraternal  feelings  which  had  carried  them  ttirough 
the  strugi^le  for  independence  were  too  strong  to  permit 
them  to  deal  with  such  a  matter  upon  any  other  principles 
than  those  of  liberality  and  justice.  The  policy  they 
adopted  was  to  guarantee  to  the  States  in  which  Slavery 
existeil,  an  exclusive  control  over  the  subject  within  their 
respective  jurisdictions,  but  to  prevent  by  united  efforts, 
its  extension  to  territories  of  the  United  States  in  which 
it  did  n  >t  in  fact  exist. 

On  all  sides  tie  most  expedient  means  to  carry  out 
Ihis  p  iliey  were  adopted  with  alacrity  and  good  feeling. 
Their  first  step  was  to  interdict  the  iutruduction  of  Slavery 
into  the  Northwestern  Territory,  now  covered  by  the 
States  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois,  Michigan  and  Wisconsin. 
This  may  justly  be  regarded,  as  being  in  the  main,  a 
Southern  measure.  The  subject  was  first  brought  forward 
in  Congress  by  Mr.  Jefferson.  Virginia  made  the  cession 
of  territory  upon  which  the  ordinance  was  intended  to 
operate,  and  the  Representatives  from  all  the  slave- 
holding  States  gave  it  a  unanimous  support.  Doubts  have 
arisen  in  the  minds  of  some  whether  the  ordinance  of 
ITsT  was  authorized  by  the  articles  of  Confederation.  A 
bill  was  introduced  in  the  new  Constitution,  recognizing 
and  adapting  it  to  the  new  organization,  and  it  has  ever 
since  been  treated  and  regarded  as  a  valid  act.  This  bill 
received  the  Constitutional  approbation  of  President 
Washington,  whose  highest  and  sworn  duty  it  was  to  sup-  . 
port  the  Constitution  under  which  it  was  enacted.  Nor 
was  the  North  backward  in  doing  its  part  to  sustain  the 
policy  which  had  been  wisely  adopted.  They  assented  to  i 
tile  inseriton  of  provisions  in  the  Constitution  necessary 
and  sufficient  to  protect  that  interest  in  the  States,  and  I 
they  did  more. 

The  trouble  apprehended  at  the  commencement  of  the  I 
Government   from   this   source,  began  to  show  itself  as 
early  as  the  year  1790,  in  the  form  of  Petitions  presented 
to  Congress   upun  the  subject  of  Slavery  an^l  the  ijlave-  i 


trade  by  the  Quakers  of  Philadelphia  and  Xew-York.  and 
by  Dr.  Franklin  as  President  of  a  society  for  the  promo- 
tion of  Abolition.  These  petitions  were  in  the  House  of 
Representatives,  referred  to  a  Committee  of  seven,  all 
but  one  of  whom  were  Northern  members,  whose  report 
as  amended  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  affirra^^d  "  that 
Congress  have  no  power  to  interfere  in  the  emancipation  of 
slaves,  or  in  the  treatment  of  them  within  any  of  the 
States,  it  remaining  with  the  several  States  alone  to  pro- 
vi<le  any  regulation  therein  which  humanity  aud  true 
policy  might  require." 

The  perseverance  and  good  faith  with  which  both 
branches  of  policy  thus  adopted  have,  until  very  recently, 
been  recognized  and  carried  out,  are  higlily  honorable  to 
the  wliole  country.  The  peculiarity  of  the  subject  to  be 
converted  into  an  element  of  political  agitation,  as  well 
in  the  slaveholding  as  in  the  non-slaveholding  Stat-s,  may 
have  led  to  occasional  attempts  so  to  emjiloy  it,  but  these 
efforts  have  been  very  successfully  frustrated  by  the  good 
Sense  and  good  feeling  of  the  people  in  every  quarter  of 
the  Union.  A  detailed  account  of  the  numerous  acts  of 
the  Federal  Government,  sustaining  and  carrying  into 
full  effect  the  policy  of  its  founders  upon  the  subject  of 
Slavery  in  the  States,  and  its  extension  to  the  Territories, 
and  the  steps  taken,  in  the  non-slaveholding  Sintes,  to 
suppress  or  neutralize  undue  agitation  in  regard  to  it, 
would  be  alike  instructive  and  honorable  to  the  actors  la 
them.  But  it  will  be  readily  perceived  that  this  could  not 
be  given  within  the  necessary  limits  of  a  communication 
like  the  present.  It  must  therefore  suffice  to  say  that 
from  ITST,  the  date  of  the  ordinance  for  the  prevention  of 
Slavery  in  the  Northwestern  Territory,  down  to  and  in- 
cluding 1S?8,  at  least  eleven  acts  of  Congress  have  been 
passed,  organizing  Territories  which  have  since  become 
Slates,  in  all  of  which  the  Constitutional  power  of  Con- 
gess  to  intenlict  the  introduction  of  Slavery  into  the  Ter- 
ritories of  the  United  States,  is  either  directly  exercised, 
or  clearly  asserted  by  enactments  which,  as  matters  of 
authority,  are  tantamount  to  its  exercise  ;  and  tnat  at  the 
only  period  when  the  peace  of  the  slaveholding  States  was 
supposed  to  be  seriously  emiangered  by  Aboli  ion  agita- 
tion, there  was  a  spontaneous  uprising  of  the  people 
of  the  North  of  both  parties,  by  which  agitation  was 
paralyzed,  and  the  South  reassured  of  our  fidelity  to  the 
compromises  of  the  Constitution. 

In  the  laws  for  the  organization  of  the  Territories,  which 
now  constitute  the  States  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  Michigan, 
Illincis,  Wisconsin  and  Iowa,  Slavery  was  expressly  pro- 
hibiteiL  The  laws  for  the  organization  of  the  Territories 
of  Mississippi,  New  Orleans,  Arkansas,  Alabama  and 
Florida,  containing  enactments  fully  equivalent  in  regard 
to  the  extent  of  power  in  Congress  over  the  subject  of 
Slavery  in  the  Territories  to  the  express  exercise  of  it 
in  other  c.ases.  These  acts  were  approved  by  Presidents 
Washington,  the  elder  Adams,  Jefferson,  Madison,  Monroe, 
Jackson  and  myself,  all  bound  by  our  oaths  of  office  to 
withhold  our  respective  approvals  from  laws  which  we 
believed  unconstitutional.  If  in  the  passage  of  these  laws 
during  a  period  of  half  a  century,  and  under  the  adtniais- 
tration  of  so  many  Presidents,  there  was  anything  li^e 
sectional  divisions,  or  a  greater  or  less  participation  in 
their  enactment  ou  the  part  of  the  Represeutati^eis  of  tho 
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slaveJioMin^  or  nnn-sfaveboliling  States,  I  am  not  ap- 
|iri.<e(I  of  it.  I  believe  tlie  plan  Jevi^ed  by  tlie  fnunrlers 
of  the  Government,  inclufUn,^  the  Fathers  of  our  Political 
Church,  for  tlie  treatment  of  this  great  subject,  and  which 
has  hitlierto  Ijeen  so  faithfully  sustained,  and  which  has 
proven  so  successful  in  preserviu>^  the  Union  of  these 
Slates,  to  be  not  only  the  wisest  which  the  wit  of  man 
could  iiave  devised  ;  but  the  only  on  •  consistent  with  tiie 
safety  and  prosperity  of  the  whole  cuuntry.  I  do,  there- 
fore, desire  to  see  it  continued  so  long  as  Slavery  exists  in 
the  United  States.  The  extent  to  which  I  have  sustained 
it  in  the  various  public  stations  I  have  occupied  is  known 
to  the  country.  I  was  at  the  time  well  aware  that  I  went 
fiu'thi.T  ia  this  respect  than  many  of  my  best  friends  could 
appro\  e.  But  <ieeply  penetrated  by  the  conviction  that 
Slavery  was  tlie  only  subject  that  could  endanger  our 
ble.-ised  Union,  I  was  determined  that  no  effort  on  my 
part,  within  the  pale  of  the  Constitution,  should  be  want- 
ing to  sustain  its  compromises,  as  they  were  then  under- 
stood, and  it  is  now  a  source  of  consolation  to  me  that  I 
])ursued  the  course  I  then  adopted. 

The  doctrine  which  the  late  Baltimore  Convention  has 
presented  for  the  sanction  of  the  nation,  is,  in  substance, 
that  the  laws  I  referred  to  were  but  so  many  violations  of 
the  Constitution — that  this  instrument  confers  no  power  on 
Congress  to  exclude  Slavery  from  the  Territories,  as  has 
so  often  been  done  with  the  assent  of  all.  This  doctrine 
is  set  forth  in  the  published  opinion  of  the  highly  respect- 
able nominee  of  that  Convention,  who,  it  is  well  known, 
received  that  distinction,  because  he  avowed  that  opinion, 
and  who,  it  is  equally  certain,  would  not  have  received  it 
if  he  hail  not  done  so.  It  is  proposed  to  give  tliis  doctrine 
the  most  solemn  sanction  known  to  our  political  system, 
by  the  election  of  its  declared  advocate  and  supporter  to 
the  Presidency.  If  it  receives  the  proposed  sanction  of 
the  People  of  the  United  States,  the  result  cannot  be 
doubtful.  The  policy  in  regard  to  the  extension  of 
Slavery  to  the  Territories  of  the  United  States  into  wliicb 
it  has  not  yet  been  introduced,  which  has  existed  since 
the  commencement  of  the  Government,  and  the  conse- 
(luences  of  which  have  been  so  salutary,  must  cease,  and 
every  act  of  Congress  designed  to  carry  it  into  effect  be 
defeated  by  the  Veto  of  the  Executive. 

The  I'erritories  now  owned  by  the  United  States,  and 
every  acquisition  of  territory  that  may  hereafter  be  made 
to  the  United  States,  whether  obtained  by  annexation,  by 
cession  for  a  valuable  consideration,  or  by  conquest,  must, 
as  long  as  this  opinion  is  held,  and  as  far  as  the  action  of 
the  National  Legislature  is  concerned,  be  subject  to  the 
inroads  of  Slavery.  And  this  consequence  is  to  be  sub- 
mitted to  on  the  assumption  that  the  framers  of  the 
Constitution,  with  their  attention  directed  to  the  subject, 
.ind  with  a  well  understood  desire  to  do  so,  have  failed  to 
clothe  Congress  with  the  necessary  powers  to  prevent  it. 
I  cannot,  with  my  vote,  contribute  to  this  sanction.  I 
cannot  do  so,  because  I  cannot  concur  in  the  opinion 
which  we  are  called  upon  to  sustain. 

The  power,  the  existence  of  which  is  at  this  late  day  de- 
nied, is,  in  my  opinion,  fully  granted  to  Congress  by  the  Con- 
stitution. Its  language,  the  circumstances  under  which  it 
was  adopted,  the  recorded  explanations  which  accompanied 
its  formation — the  construction  it  has  received  from  our 
highest  judicial  tribunals,  and  the  very  solemn  and  re- 
peated c(mlirma,tions  it  has  derived  from  the  measures  of 
the  Government — leave  not  the  shadow  of  a  doubt  in  my 
mind,  in  regard  to  the  authority  of  Congress  to  exercise 
the  power  in  question.  This  is  not  a  new  opinion  on  my 
part,  nor  the  first  occasion  on  which  it  has  bem  avowed. 
While  the  candidate  of  my  friends  for  the  Presidency,  I  ] 


distinctly  announced  my  opinion  in  favor  of  the  power  of 
Congress  to  abolish  Slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia, 
although  I  was,  for  reasons  which  were  then,  and  are  still 
satisfactory  to  iny  mind,  very  decidedly  opposed  to  its 
exercise  there.  The  question  of  power  is  certainly  as 
clear  in  respect  to  tlie  Territories  as  it  is  in  regard  to  that 
District ;  and  as  to  the  Territories,  my  ojiinion  was  also 
made  known  in  a  still  more  solemn  form,  by  giving  the 
Executive  approval  required  by  the  Constitution  to  tlie 
bill  for  the  organization  of  the  Territorial  Government  of 
Iowa,  which  prohibited  the  introduction  of  Slavery  into 
that  Territory. 

The  opinion  from  which  we  dissent  was  given  in  the 
face  of,  and  directly  contrary  to,  the  views  exiiressed,  in 
forms  the  most  solemn  and  explicit,  by  all  or  nearly  all 
the  non-sbiveholding  States,  and  we  are  not  at  liherty  to 
suspect  the  sincerity  of  these  expre.ssions.  Honest  and 
well-meaning  men,  as  we  know  ilie  masses  of  our  politi- 
cal friends  in  those  States  to  be,  are  incapable  of  trifling 
with  so  grave  a  subject. 

Our  ancestors  signalized  the  commencement  of  this 
glorious  Government  of  ours,  by  rescuing  from  subjection 
to  Slavery  a  Territory  which  is  now  covered  by  five  great 
States,  and  peopled  by  more  than  four  millions  of  freemen, 
in  the  full  enjoyment  of  every  blessing  which  industry 
and  good  institutions  can  confer.  They  did  this  when  the 
opinions  and  conduct  of  the  world  in  regard  to  the  insti- 
tution of  Slavery  were  very  different  from  what  they  are 
now. 

They  did  so  before  Great  Britain  had  even  commenced 
those  gigantic  efforts  for  the  suppression  of  Slavery  by 
which  she  has  so  greatly  distinguished  herself.  After 
seveniy-four  years'  enjoyment  of  the  sacred  and  invalu- 
able right  of  self-government,  obtained  for  us  by  the  valor 
anil  discretion  of  our  ancestors,  we,  their  descendants, 
are  called  upon  to  doom,  or  if  that  is  too  strong  a  word, 
to  expose  to  the  inroad  of  Slavery,  a  territory  capable  of 
sustaining  an  equal  number  of  new  States  to  be  added  to 
our  Confederacy — a  territory  in  a  great  part  of  wliich 
Slavery  has  never  existed  in  fact,  and  from  the  residue  of 
which  it  has  been  expressly  abolished  by  the  existing  Gov- 
ernment. We  are  called  upon  to  do  this  at  a  period  when 
the  minds  of  nearly  all  mankind  have  been  penetrated  by 
a  conviction  of  the  evils  of  Slavery,  and  are  united  in 
efforts  for  lis  suppression — at  a  moment,  too, when  the  spirit 
ol  Freedom  and  Keforiuis  everywhere  far  more  prevalent 
than  it  has  ever  betn,  and  when  our  Republic  stands 
proudly  forth  as  the  great  exemplar  of  the  world  in  the 
science  of  Free  Governuient. 

Who  can  believe  that  a  population  like  that  which  in-. 
habits  trie  nou-slaveholding  States,  probably  amounting 
to  twelve  millions,  who  by  their  own  acts,  or  by  the  fore- 
sight of  others,  have  been  exempted  from  the  evils  of 
Slavery,  can  at  such  a  moment  be  induced,  by  considera- 
tions of  any  description,  to  make  a  retrograde  movement 
of  a  character  so  extraordinary  and  so  painful?  Such  a 
movement  would,  in  my  view  of  the  matter — and  I  say  it 
with  unfeigned  deference  to  the  conflicting  opinions  of 
others — bring  reproach  upon  the  influence  of  free  institu- 
tions, wliich  would  delight  the  hearts  and  excite  the  hopes 
of  the  advocates  of  arbitrary  power  throughout  the 
world 

Accept,  gentlemen,  ray  warmest  acknowledgments  for 
the  obliging  expressions  contained  in  your  letter,  and  be- 
lieve me  to  be 

Your  friend,  Martin  Van  Bures. 

To  Messr.s.  Nelson  .1.  Waterbury,  David  Dudley  Field,  and 
others,  New  i'ork. 


LAND    FOR    THE    LANDLESS. 


Actio7i   of   Cougresa  on   the  Public    Lands. 


The  Public  Domain  of  tlm  Unitcid  States  i.g 
still  iintucnse,  notwithstanding  the  millions  upon 
millions  of  acres  which  htivo  been  .squandered 
or  pas:?ed  over  to  the  hands  of  speculators  and 
monopolists,  by  the  action  of  the  National  Go- 
vernment during  the  past  few  years.  It  is 
estimated  by  intelligent  persons,  who  have 
given  their  attention  to  the  su'iject,  that  lying 
withiit  the  Slates  and  Territories  of  this  Govern- 


ment there  are  now  about  one  thousand  millions 
of  acres  of  public  lands  still  unentered.  "  What 
shall  be  done  with  this  immense  domain?"  is  a 
question  which  has  for  years  occupied  the 
minds  of  thoughtful  men,  who  liave  the  best 
interests  of  society  at  heart.  At  length,  the 
great  question  of  the  proper  disposition  of  these 
lands  has  become  one  of  party,  and  mny  be  stated 
as  follows :  "  Shall  the  Public  Domain  be  open 
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to  monopoly  by  speculators.  Ic.-idinp  iiiovitubly 
to  a  iaiiik'd  aristocracy  '!  or  shall  it  be  rcscrvt-d 
for  actual  occupants  in  small  (juautitics,  at  a 
nominal  price,  or  without  prico  ?"  Thcro  would 
be  no  clitliculty  whatever  in  ndjustiiifj  this 
question  at  any  time  and  in  the  ri^^lit  way,  if 
the  Ne^ro  question,  wiiidi,  in  the  National 
Admini-iration,  absorbs  or  overrides  all  others, 
were  not  behind  it.  Althoufjh  this  is  an  old 
question,  it  had  never  commanded  in  Conj^rcss, 
the  attention  to  which  it  is  entitled,  previous  to 
the  organization  of  the  liepublicau  party ;  be- 
cause until  that  time  both  the  great  parties 
into  which  the  country  was  divided  were  cither 
controlled,  or  their  action  was  modified,  by  the 
Slaveholding  interest  of  the  country.  That 
interest,  which  is  ever  vigilant,  understands 
that  Slavery  cannot  well  exist  were  small  free- 
liolds  prevail,  and  hence  it  opposes,  with  all  its 
great  power,  all  Preemption  and  llomestcad 
laws,  knowing  well  that  if  our  new  States  and 
Territories  are  to  be  occupied  in  quarter-sec- 
tions, they  will  be  occupied  by  working  farmers, 
and  not  by  speculators  and  great  planters. 

Since  this  question  has  assumed  a  national 
importance,  a  concise  record  of  the  proceedings 
and  votes  in  Congress  during  the  session  of 
1858-9,  and  1839-00,  upon  the  disposition  of 
the  Public  Domain,  will  be  of  interest  as  a 
uiuttcr  of  record. 

On  the  2Uth  of  January,  1859,  (See  CourjrexH- 
tonal  Globe,  p.  492,)  a  bill  relating  to  preemp- 
tions, reported  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  was  pending  before  tlie  House.  The  bill 
proposed  to  make  some  changes  in  the  details 
of  existing  preemption  laws,  but  without  affect- 
ing the  substance  of  the  present  system  of  dis- 
posing of  the  public  lands.  It  was,  however,  in 
parliamentary  order  to  propose  to  amend  tlie 
bill  so  as  to  change  the  present  system,  and  to 
bring  the  House  to  a  direct  vote  upon  such  pro- 
po.-iitions.  The  friends  of  sucli  change  were 
prompt  to  avail  themselves  of  this  advantage. 

Mr.  Grow,  of  Pennsylvania,  moved  to  amend 
the  bill  by  adding  the  following  as  an  additional 
8i;ction : 

Bi  it  furihfr  enacUd,  That  from  and  after  the  pa-s- 
8a;;i;  of  this  act,  no  public  land  shall  be  exposed  to  sale  by 
pruclamation  of  the  I'resideut,  unless  the  same  shall  have 
l>cen  surveyed,  and  the  return  of  such  survey  duly  tiled  iu 
the  Land  OHice,  for  ten  years  or  more  be-fore  sucli  sale. 

The  force  and  effect  of  tliisatnendment  would 
be  to  give  the  preemptors  ten  years  the  start 
of  the  speculators  and  land  monopolists.  That 
is  to  say :  with  the  addition  of  Mr.  Grow's 
amendment  to  the  existing  laws  and  regulations 
touching  the  Public  Lands,  they  would  be  open 
to  preemption  ten  years  before  they  could  come 
within  the  grasp  of  the  speculator,  thus  giving 
the  poor,  industrious  settler  ample  time  to 
"clear  up"  his  farm  and  pay  for  it  from  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  soil.  This  was  just  what  the  South 
ancl  the  Democracy  did  not  want,  as  the  sequel 
will  show. 

The  opponents  of  the  bill  forthwith  resorted 
to  parliamentary  tactics  to  avoid  a  direct  issue 
upon  .Mr.  Grow's  proposition. 

Th>ir  first  movement  was  a  motion  to  refer 
the  bill  and  amendment  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  familiarly  and  aptly  styled  "  the  tumb  cf 
t/ie  t'opaUuy     If  that  reference  had  been  ca 


ried,  the  bill  never  would  have  been  reached, 
and  would  never  have  been  heard  of  afterward. 
The  vote  upon  the  motit)n  to  refer  the  liiji  to 
the  Comndttee  of  the  Whole,  was  as  follows — 
the  Democrats  in  Roman,  the  Republicans  in 
Italics,  and  the  Southern  Americans  iu  small 

•.'APITALS  : 

rii.3. 

Maink.— irof)(/— 1. 

C'oNNKcTicur. — Arnolil,  Bishop — 2. 

Nkw-Yokk. — Burroufffm,  Maclay,  Russell,  Taylor — 4. 

New-Jkusev. — Worteihlyke — 1. 

Pk.nnsvi.vama. — Alil,  Cli:ipaian,  Dewart,  Montpoinery, 
Jforrin,  JUtchie,  White— 7. 

Maryland. — Harris,  Kicacd — ^2. 

ViROisiA. — Uncock,  Caskie,  KdinundsoD,  Faulkner,  Gan- 
nett, .MillsDii,  fuwell— 7. 

NoKTU  Carolina.— Craipe,  Ruflin,  Scales,  Win^low — 4. 

South  Cakoli.na. — Boyce,  Branch,  Keilt,  McQueen, 
Miles-5. 

Gkoruia. — Crawford,  Oartrell,  Jackson,  Seward,  Ste- 
phens, I'liippE,  Wnglit— 7. 

FLOHmA.— Hawkins— 1. 

Alabama. — Curry,  Houston,  Moore,  Shorter— 4. 

Mississippi.— Burksdale,  Davi.i,  MclJae— 8. 

Lodisia.na.  — KusTis,  Saniliilge,  Taylor — 3. 

Te.vas. — Bryan,  Keajran — 2. 

TE^•NE^SKK.— Atkins,  Jones,  Mathard,  Ready,  Savage, 
Wat  kins,  Zollicoffer — 7. 

Kentccky. — Burnett,  Jewett,  Marshall,  Peyton,  Ste- 
venson, liilbott,  Undekwood— 7. 

Missouri. — Anderson,  Caruthers,  John  B.  Clark,  James 
Craip,  Phelps,  Woodson — 6. 

Ohio.- Burns,  Cockerill,  Groesbeck,  JTarlan,  Law- 
rence, Kichoh,  Pendleton,  Valhindi(;liaiii  — S. 

Indiana.— Davis,  KiiKli-h,  Gregg,  iluglies,  Nildack— 5. 

Illinois. — Marshall,  Morris,  Sliaw,  Siuiili— 4. 

Total,  Sii. 

NATS. 

Maine. — Foster,  Gilman,  ^forse,  I.  WaHhburn — 4. 

New-Hampshire. — Crarjin,  Tit ]> nun — 2. 

VKhMOXT. — Morrill,  /I'o.viv,  H'(/?/<>«— 3. 

MtssACHCSKTTs.— iSwjJS/iVoji,  BiiriinQume,  Chaffee,  Co- 
minx,  l>uwe«,  Hull,  Kiutpp,  Tliaytr — S. 

liiioDK  I>LAND. — Braytoii,  J)urJt:e—2. 

Co.sNKCTiCL'T. — Cliirk,  Deiin—'i. 

New-York. — AndreuH,  Clark,  J.ihn  Cochranp.  Dodd, 
Fenton,  Granger,  Match,  Ilnard,  KeUeij,  Jf,itt<fitun, 
Miirgan,  Morae,  Murray,  Olin,l'almer,  I'arlcer,  Spiti>- 
Her,  Tluimpson — IS. 

N  Kw-J  KRSEV. — Ctattson,  Fluy  ler— 2. 

Pennsylvania. — Covode,  t'die,  Florence, (/rMC,  Jones, 
Keim,  Leidy,  Purviaiice,  i>teicart—9. 

MA.tYi.AND — Bowie,  Stewart— 2. 

A'liiGiNiA. — Goode,  Hopkins— 2. 

NoHTU  Carolina. — (iiLMKK,  Vance — 2. 

Alaba.ma.— Cobb,  Dowdell,  Stallworth-8. 

Mi.ssissiPPi.— Singleton— 1. 

Ohio. — Bingham,  Bli-ni,  Giddingn,  Hall,  Letter, 
Mott,  Sfterman. , Stanton,  ToinjikinM,   Wade—W. 

Indiana.— tW/uaj,  Foley,  Kilgore,  J'eltit,  fl'iUon 
— 5. 

lLu:iois.—Farn«icorlh, Kellogg,  Lovejoy,  WaMmme, 

.MissocRL — Blair— I. 

MicmajLS.—J/otcard,    Leach,    Walbridge,   Waldron 
— 4. 
Wisconsin  — Potter,  Wa»hlfurn—2. 
Iowa. — Curtix,  D<iTi«~2. 
California. — .Scotl — 1. 
Minnesota.- Cavanaugh,  Phelps— 3.     Total,  02. 

The  motion  to  refer  the  bill  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  having  thus  failed,  the  House 
was  brought  to  a  direct  vote  upon  Mr.  Grow's 
amendment,  which  was  adopted  by  the  follow- 
ing votes : 

TEAS. 

^\kisz.— Foster,  Gilman,  Morse,  Wanhljum,  Wood 
— 5. 

.Vew-Haiipshire.- Cra!7in,  Pik-e,  Tiippan—%. 

\ y.HMoST.— Morrill,  Poyre,  Walton— H. 

MASSACUcskTTS,- .fl«^;(/«n,  B'irlingame,  Chaffti, 
Comins,  Dati«,  DaiCM,  Goodi,  Hall,  Knapp,  Thayer 

KooDE  U.KVD.—Brayton,  Durfee—1. 

CoNSECTIClT.— />,>(/  ;l, — 1 . 

New-York. — Andr^im.  Bennett,  BurrovgKs,  Clark 
1  John  Cochrane,  Dodd,  Fenton,  Granger,  I'joard,  Kel- 
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sey,  Matteson.  Morgan,  Morse,  Murray,  Olin,  rai- 
nier, Parker,  Sherman,  Spinner,  Thompson— iii. 

Nnw-jKHSty. — liobbins — 1. 

Pknnsylvanu. — Chapman,  Covode,  Edie,  Florence, 
Grow,  Keim,  Morris,  riiUlipa,  Purviance,  JiitcMe, 
Stewart— \\. 

Maryland. — Stewart — 1. 

Tknnksskk. — Atkins,  Avery,  Jones,  Savage— 4. 

Kkntucky. — Jewett,  Stevenson,  Talbott — 3. 

Otuo—.£inffham,  Bliss,  CockenW, Giddings,  Harlan, 
llorton,  Lawrence,  Letter,  Miller,  Mott,  Sherman,  Stan- 
ton, Tompkins,  Wade — 14. 

Indiana.— Co^/i/a;,  Kilgore,  Peitit,  Wilson— i:. 

XhLinMS.—Farnsworth,  Kellogg,  Lovejoy,  Waskhv^ne 
—4. 

Michigan.— JSotoard!,  Leach,  Walbridge,  Waldron 
—4. 

Wiscotisis.—Billinghurst,  Potter,  Washburn — 3. 

MiNNKSOTA. — Cavanaiigh,  Phelps — 2. 

Iowa.     Curtis,  Davis — 2. 

Missouri. — Blair— 1.    Total,  9S. 

NATS. 

CoNSKCTicuT. — A  rn  old — 1 . 

Nkw-York. — Russell,  Searing,  Taylor — 3. 

Nkw-Jkrsky. — Huyler,  Wortendyke — 2. 

Pennsylvania. — Ahl,  Dewart,  Leidy,  Montgomery — 4. 

Dklawark  — Whiteley— 1. 

Maryland  — Bowie — 1. 

ViKuiNiA. — Bocock,  Caskie,  Edmundson,  Garnett, 
Goode,  Hopkins,  MiUson,  Powell — 8. 

North  Carolina. — Branch,  Craige,  Gilmer,  Ruffin, 
Scales,  Shaw,  Vance,  Winslow — S. 

iioUTH  Carolina. — Bonliam,  Boyce,  McQueen,  Miles — 4. 

Gkokgia  — Crawford,  Gartrell,  Jackson,  Sewai'd, 
Stephens,  Trippe,  Wright — 7. 

Florida. — Hawkins — 1. 

Alabama. — Cobb,  Curry,  Dowdell,  Houston,  Moore, 
Shorter,  Siallworth— T. 

Mississippi. — Davis,  ilcRae,  Singleton — 8, 

Ijouisiana. — EusTis,  Sandidge — 2. 

Tkx  AS. —Reagan — 1. 

Tknnesses.— Maynard,  Ready,  Smith,  Watkins,  Zolli- 
COFFKR — 5. 

Kentucky. — Burnett,  Elliott,  Underwood — 3. 

Ohio. — Burns,  Cox,  Hall,  Pendleton,  Vallandigham — 5. 

Indiana. — Davis,  Foley,  Gregg,  Hughes— 4. 

Illinois — Hodges,  Marshall,  Shaw,  Smith — 4. 

Missouri. — Andkrson,  Caruthers,  Clai'k,  Craig,  Phelps, 
Woodson — 6. 

California. — Scott— 1.    Total,  81. 

Upon  the  adoption  of  Mr.  Grow's  amendment, 
the  Republican  vote,  as  will  be  seen,  was  unani- 
mously in  the  affirmative.  Of  the  votes  from 
the  Slave  States,  all  but  nine  were  in  tlie  nega- 
tive, and,  as  we  shall  presently  see,  there  was 
only  one  of  that  number  who  was  really  in  favor 
of  it,  this  one  being  Mr.  Blair,  Republican,  of 
Missouri. 

Mr.  Grow's  amendment  being  incorporated 
into  the  bill,  the  next  question  was  upon  the 
passage  of  the  bill,  which  was  defeated  by  the 
following  vote  : 


yiMSE.— Foster,  Morse,  Washburn,  Wood — 4. 
Nkw-Hampshirk.— cVagrirt.,  Pike,  Tappan—2. 
Vermont.— J/(wriW,  lioyce,  Walton—S. 
Massachusetts— 5(/ji^?i<o?i,     Biirlingame,    Chaffee, 
Comins^  UoAiis,  Dawes,  Gooch,  Hall,  Knapp,  Thayer 

Rhode  Island.— ^rnj^tow.,  Burfee—I. 

Connecticut. — Clark,  Bean — -i. 

Nkw-York.— .4m/reM'S,  Bennett,  Burroughs,  Clark, 
J.  B.  Cochrane,  John  Cochrane,  JJodd,  Fenton,  Gran- 
ger, Match,  Hoard,  Kelsey,  Matteson,  Morgan,  Morse, 
Murray,  Olin,  Palmer,  Parker,  Spinner,  Thompson 

New-Jersey. — Clawson,  Bobbins— 1. 

Pennsylvania. — Covode,  Dick,  Edie,  Grow,  Xeim, 
Morris,  Purviance,  Bitchie,  Stewart — 9. 

Maryland.— Davis — 1. 

Ohio. — Bingham,  Bliss,  Cox,  Giddings,  Hall,  Harlan, 
Uorton,  Leiter,  Miller,  Mott,  Sherman,  Stanton,  Tomp- 
kins, Wade — 14. 

Michigan.- J/owortf,  Leach,    Walb-idge,    Waldron 

\, 

Indiana. — Ool/ax,  Kilgore,  PetUt,  Wilson — 4. 


Ii.u'soxf'.—Farnsworlh,    Kellogg,  Lovejoy,   Morris, 
W(ish,hii/r7ie—  5. 
Wisconsin. — Potter,  Washburn — 2. 
Iowa. —  Curtis,  Davis — 2. 
Minnesota. — Cavanaugh,  Phelps — 2. 
MissouBi, — Blair — 1.    Total— 91. 

NATS. 

Connecticut. — Arnold— 1 . 

New-York. — Corning,  Russell,  Searing,  Taylor— 4. 

New-Jerset. — Huyler.— 1. 

Pennsylvania. — Ahl,  Chapman,  Dewart,  Florence 
Jones,  Leidy,  Montgomery,  Phillips,  White -9. 

Delaware. — Whiteley — 1. 

Maryland. — Bowie,  Ricaud,  Stewart — 3. 

Virginia. — Bocock,  Caskie,  Edmundson,  Garnett, 
Goode,  Hopkins,  Millson,  Powell — 8. 

North  Carolina. — Craige,  Gilmer,  Rufiin,  Scales, 
Shaw,  Vance,  Winslow — 7. 

South  Carolina. — Bonham,  Boyce,  McQueen — 3. 

Georgia.  —  Crawford,  Gartrel,  Jackson,  Stephens, 
Trippe,  Wright — 6. 

Florida. — Hawkins — 1. 

Alabama.— Cobb,  Dowdell,  Houston,  Moore,  Shorter, 
Stallworth-6. 

Mississippi. — Barksdale  Davis,  McRae,  Singleton — 4. 

Louisiana.— Sandidge,  Taylor— 2. 

Texas. — Bryan,  Reagan — 2. 

Arkansas. — Greenwood — 1. 

Tennessee. — Atkins,  Avery,  Jones,  Matnabd,  Rbadt, 
Savage,  Smith,  Watkins,  Zollicoffer — 9. 

Kentucky. — Burnett,  Clay,  Elliott,  Jewett,  Marshall, 
Mason,  Peyton,  Stevenson,  Talbott,  Underwood— 10. 

Ohio. — Burns,  Cockerill,  Groesbeck,  Pendleton,  Val- 
landigham— 5. 

Indiana. — Davis,  Foley,  Gregg,  Hughes— 4. 

Illinois. — Marshall,  Shaw- 2. 

Missouri.— Andkrson,  Caruthers,  Clark,  Craig,  Phelps, 
Woodson.    Total — 95. 

The  defeat  of  the  bill,  in  consequence  of  the 
incorporation  into  it  of  Mr.  Grow's  amend- 
ment, shows  that  a  mtijority  of  the  House  was 
really  opposed  to  that  amendment,  although  it 
had  been  adopted  by  a  vote  of  98  to  81.  Cer- 
tain members,  who  did  not  dare  to  vote  directly 
against  the  amendment,  joined  in  killing  it 
afterward,  by  killing  the  bill,  of  which  it  bad 
been  made  a  part  by  their  own  votes. 

Thus  Messrs.  Stewart,  of  Maryland,  Atkins, 
Avery,  Jones  and  Savage,  of  Tennessee,  and 
Jewett,  Stephenson,  and  Talbot,  of  Kentucky, 
who  had  voted  for  the  amendment,  voted  after 
ward  against  the  bill.  Only  one,  Mr.  Blair,  of 
the  nine  Southern  supporters  of  the  amend- 
ment, proved  true  to  it  in  the  end,  and  no  other 
Southern  member  came  to  its  support  in  the 
final  vote,  saving  only  Mr.  Davis,  of  Maryland, 
who  represents  the  free-labor  interest  of  the 
city  of  Baltimore,  rather  than  the  interest  of 
the  slaveholding  and  lauded  aristocracy  of  the 
planting  States. 

Afterward,  on  the  same  day,  when  these 
votes  upon  Mr.  Grow's  amendment  were  given, 
the  representatives  from  Minnesota,  both  of 
them  members  of  the  Democratic  party,  de- 
livered speeches,  in  which  they  made  no  secret 
of  their  chagrin  that  a  measure  so  vital  to  their 
constituency  encountered  the  nearly  unanimous 
opposition  of  their  political  friends.  Mr.  Cava- 
naugh, one  of  the  members  from  Minnesota 
{Globe,  p.  505),  said: 

With  reference  to  the  vote  on  this  bill  to-day,  with  an 
overwhelming  majority  of  this  side  of  the  House  voting 
against  my  colleague  and  myself,  voting  against  this  bill, 
I  say  it  frankly,  I  say  it  in  sorrow,  that  it  was  to  the  Re- 
publican side  of  the  House  to  whom  we  were  compelled  to 
look  for  support  of  this  just  and  honorable  measure. 
Gentlemen  from  the  South,  gentlemen  who  have  broad 
acres  and  wide  plantations,  aided  here  to-day  by  their 
votes  more  to  make  Republican  States  in  the  North  than 
by  any  vote  which  has  been  cast  within  the  last  two 
years.    These  gentlemen  come  here  and  ask  us  to  support 
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the  South  ;  yet  they,  to  a  man  almost,  vote  against  the 
free,  indepeiiJeiit  labor  of  llie  Nurlh  and  West. 

I,  sir,  have  inherited  my  Ueinocracy  ;  have  been  at- 
tached to  tlie  Democratic  party  from  my  boyhood  ;  liave 
beheved  In  the  great  truths  as  eiiuiiciatcil  by  the  "  fa- 
thers of  tlie  failii,"  and  have  clleri^hed  lliem  religumsly, 
knowing  that,  by  tlieir  fiitliful  ai>plicaiion  to  every 
department  of  this  Uovernmetit,  tliis  nation  has  prown 
up  from  »irug>;ling  coloines  to  prosperous,  powerful,  and 
sovereign  S'taies.  Itut,  sir,  when  1  see  Southern  gentle- 
men come  up,  as  I  did  to-iiay,  and  refuse,  by  their  Votes, 
to  aid  my  conslilueiits,  refuse  to  place  the  actual  tiller  of 
the  soil,  the  honest,  uulustrious  laborer,  beyond  the  grasp 
and  avarice  of  the  speculator,  1  tell  you,  sir,  I  falter  and 
1  hesitate. 

The  amcntlinent  of  Mr.  Grow,  forbidding  the 
public  sales  of  lands  for  at  lettst  ten  years  after 
their  survey,  would  secure  the  great  bulk  of  tho 
lands  to  preemptors,  and  would  give  them  a 
long  pay-day,  and  thua  save  them  from  the 
enormous  usury  they  are  now  compelled  to  pay 
to  money-lenders.  It  would  not  reduce  the 
revenue  derived  by  the  Treasury  from  the 
public  lands,  but  would  only  postpone  it,  and 
this  postponement  would  be  far  less  prejudicial 
to  the  Government  than  it  would  be  beneficial 
to  the  settler.  The  Government  can  borrow 
money  at  four  and  a  half  per  cent  per  annum, 
while  the  settler  frequently  pays  five  per  cent, 
per  month  for  the  money  to  enter  his  lauds,  to 
prevent  their  sale  at  public  auction. 

On  the  first  of  February,  the  question  of  the 
Public  Lands  was  again  before  the  House,  the 
pending  bill  (House  bill  No.  72)  being  a  bill  to 
secure  Homesteads  to  actual  settlers,  and  being 
in  the  words  following  : 

A  BILL   TO   SECURE    HOMESTEADS   TO    ACTUAL   SET- 
TLERS ON  THE  PUBLIC  DOMAIN. 

§  1.  Be  it  enacted  ^y  the  f^nate  and  Ilouse  of  lie- 
presentiitices  of  th«  United  istuten  of  America  in  Con- 
ffre-ni  a«««m6/f</.  That  any  person  who  is  the  head  of  a 
family,  or  who  lias  arrived  at  the  age  of  twenty-one 
years,  and  is  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  or  wlio  shall 
have  filed  his  intention  to  become  such,  as  required  by  the 
n^ituralization  laws  of  the  United  States,  shall,  from  and 
after  the  passage  of  this  act,  he  entitled  to  enter,  free  of 
cost,  one  quarter-section  of  vacant  and  unappropriated 
public  lands  which  may,  at  the  time  the  application  is 
made,  be  subject  to  private  entry,  at  |1  25  per  acre,  or  a 
quantity  equal  thereto,  to  be  located  in  a  body,  in  con- 
formity with  the  legal  subdivisions  of  public  lauds,  and 
after  the  same  shall  have  been  surveyed. 

J  2.  And  be  it  furtfier  enacted,Tl\&l  the  person  ap- 
plying for  the  beiietit  of  tliis  act  shall,  upon  application  to 
the  register  of  the  land  oUice  in  which  he  or  she  is  about 
to  make  such  entry,  make  affidavit  before  the  said  regis- 
ter that  he  or  she  is  the  head  of  a  family,  or  is  twenty-one 
years  or  more  of  age,  and  that  such  application  is  made 
for  his  or  her  exclusive  use  and  benefit,  and  those  spe- 
cially mentioned  in  this  act,  and  not  either  directly  or 
indirectly  for  the  use  or  benefit  of  any  other  person  or 
persons  whomsoever;  and  upon  making  the  alliilavit  as 
above  required,  and  filing  the  affidavit  with  tiie  register, 
be  or  she  shall  thereupon  be  permitteii  t  <  enter  the 
quantity  of  land  alreaiiy  specified  :  Pronidtl,  however. 
That  no  certificate  shall  be  given  or  patent  is-^iicd  therefor 
until  the  expiration  of  five  years  from  the  d.ite  of  such 
entry  ;  and  if,  at  the  expiration  of  such  tir  t-,  or  at  any 
time  thereafter,  the  person  making  such  enl.y,  or,  if  he 
be  dead,  his  widow,  ur,  in  case  of  her  death,  iiis  heirs  or 
devisee,  or  in  case  of  a  widow  making  su'li  entry,  her 
heirs  or  devisee,  in  case  of  her  deaih,  shad  prove  by 
two  creditable  witnesses  that  he,  she,  or  thty,  have  con- 
tinued to  reside  upon  and  cultivate  such  hi. id,  and  still 
reside  upon  the  same,  and  have  not  alienated  the  same, 
or  any  part  thereof,  tlien,  in  such  case,  he,  t.iie,  or  they,  if 
at  that  lime  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  shall,  on  pay- 
ment often  dollars,  be  entitled  to  a  patent,  as  In  other 
cases  provided  by  for  law  :  And  providtil,  further.  In 
case  of  the  death  of  both  father  and  mother,  leaving  an  in- 
fant child  or  children  under  twenty-one  year*  of  age,  the 
right  and  the  fee  shall  inure  to  tiie  benefit  of  said  infant 
child  or  children,  and  the  executor,  administrator  or 
guardian  may,  at  any  time  within  two  years  after  the 


death  of  the  surviving  parent,  and  In  accordance  with  the 
laws  of  the  State  in  which  such  children  for  the  time  being 
have  their  domlcil,  sell  said  land  for  the  hem- fit  of  said 
infatils,  but  for  no  other  pur  ])ose  ;  and  the  purchaser 
shall  H^•llllire  the  absolute  title  by  the  (lurchase,  and  be 
eiitilled  to  a  patent  from  the  Uiiiliil  !?tales. 

S  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  register  of 
the  land  office  shall  note  all  such  applications  on  tho 
tract-books  and  plats  of  his  office,  and  keep  a  register  of 
all  such  entries,  and  make  a  return  thereof  to  the  lleneral 
Land  Office,  to>;ither  with  the  proof  upon  which  they 
have  been  founded. 

•5  4-  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  all  lands  ac- 
quired under  the  provLslons  of  this  act  shall  in  no  event 
become  liable  to  the  satisfaction  of  any  debt  or  debts  con- 
tracted prior  to  the  issuing  the  patent  therefor. 

§  !>.  A  nd  be  it  further  enacted.  That  if,  at  any  time  af- 
ter the  filing  the  athdavit,  as  reciUired  in  the  second  sec- 
tion of  this  act,  and  before  the  expiration  of  the  five  years 
aforesaid,  it  shall  be  proven,  after  due  notice  to  the  settler, 
to  the  satisfaction  of  the  register  of  the  land  office,  that 
the  person  having  tiled  such  affi<lavit  shall  have  actually 
changed  his  or  her  residence,  or  abandoned  the  said  entry 
for  more  than  six  months  at  any  time,  then,  and  In  that 
event,  the  land  so  entered  shall  revert  back  to  the 
Government,  and  be  disposed  of  as  other  public  lands  are 
now  by  law,  subject  to  an  appeal  to  tlte  General  Land 
Office. 

§  6.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  no  individual 
shall  be  permitted  to  make  more  than  one  entry  under 
the  provisions  of  tliis  act ;  and  that  the  Commissioner  of 
the  General  Land  Office  is  hereby  reqtiired  to  prepare 
and  issue  such  rules  and  regulations,  consistent  with  this 
act,  as  shall  be  necessary  and  proper  to  carry  Its  provi- 
sions into  effect ;  and  that  the  registers  and  receivers  of 
the  several  land  offices  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  the 
same  compensation  for  any  lands  entered  under  the  pro- 
visions of  this  act  that  they  are  now  entitled  to  receive 
when  the  same  quantity  of  land  is  entered  with  money, 
one-half  to  be  paid  by  the  person  making  the  agiplication, 
at  the  time  so  doing,  and  the  other  half  on  the  issue  of  the 
certificate  by  the  i)erson  to  whom  it  may  be  issued : 
Provided,  That  nothing  in  this  act  shall  be  so  construed 
as  to  impair  or  interfere  in  any  manner  whatever  with 
existing  preemption  rights. 

The  previous  ((uestion  having  been  ordered, 
the  House  was  brought  to  a  direct  vote  upoif 
this  bill,  without  debate. 

A  motion  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table  was  lo? 
— Yeas,  77  ;  Nays,  113  ;  and  the  bill  was  thei 
pa.«sed — Yeas,  120  ;  Nays,  70. 

As  these  two  votes  were  substantially  the 
same,  we  only  give  the  last  one,  which  was 
upon  the  passage  of  the  bill,  and  which  was  as 
follows : 

TEAS. 

Maine. — Abbott,  Fonter,  Oilman,  Morse,  Washburn 
—6. 

NKW-IlAMPSiitHR. — Crngin,  PiVe,  Tappan—Z. 

Vkrmdnt  — Morrill,  A'oi/ce,  M'ulton—a. 

MAS8ACiiu»tTis. — Bujffinton,  Burlinynme,  Chaffee, 
Comiiis,  Davis,  Dawes,  Crooch,  Jlall,  Knapp,  Thayer 
—10. 

KuotE  Island. — Brayton,  Durfee — 2. 

CosNKcTiccT. — IlUhop,  Clark,  Dean — 8. 

Nkw-Yokk. — AiKlreicM,  Barr,  Burrot^/hs,  C.  B.  Coch- 
rane,3o\\n  Cochrane,  Corning,  Dodd,  Kenton,  Goodwin, 
Granger,  llasklii.  Hatch,  Hoard,  Kelsty,  Maclay,  Mat- 
teson,  Morgtin,  Morne,  Murray,  Olin,  Palmer,  Parker, 
PottU,  Kusscll,  Hpinner,  Taylor,  Ward— 27. 

NkW'Jkhskt. — Adrian,  Ciawson,  liobb-iiM,  Wortendyke 
— «. 

Pi!!fS.STLVji!ciA. — Corode,  Dick,  Florence,  Gro^r,  Hick- 
man, A'ei'm,  Morris,  I'liUllps,  Purciance,  Keilly,  Jioberts, 
Stewart,  Aun*«/— 13. 

TK.S.SK88BB. — Jones — 1. 

Ke!«tuc»t. — Jewett — 1. 

Ohio. — Bingham,  Bliss,  Bums,  Cnckerlll,  Cox,  6id- 
dingH,  Groesbeck,  Hall,  Uarltin,  Uurton,  Lawrence, 
Leiter,  .Miller,  Pendleton,  Sherman,  Stanton,  Tomp- 
kins, Vallandlgham,  Wade — 19. 

Indiana.— cVm*-,  Colfaw,  Davis,  Foley,  Gregg,  Kilffore, 
Pettit,  Wilsons. 

Ii.Li.sois.  —  Fiirnmrorth,  Hodges,  Kellogg,  Lcnejoy, 
MorrU,  Smith,   Washburne — 7. 

MtciiiOA.N. — Ilmrard,  Leach,  Walbridge.  Waldron — 1, 

yiiiKoyHis.—Billinghurst,  Potter,  Waehlnirn — 8. 

Minnesota. — Cavanaugh,  I'helps — 2. 

Iowa — Curtis,  Davit)— 2. 
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Missouri. — CiJiig — 1 . 
California. — McKibbiu,  Scott — 2. 


Total,  120. 


NAYS. 


Pkxxsylvania. — L.'iily — 1. 

Delaware. — Wliiteky  —  1. 

Maryland.— Bowie,  Oavis,  Harms,  Kunkel,  Ricaud, 
Stewart — G. 

Virginia.— Bocock,  Caskie,  Edmundson,  Faulkner,  Gar- 
nett,  Ooode,  Hopkins,  Jenkins,  Letcher,  JNlUlson,  Smitii 
—11. 

North  Carolina.  —  Branch,  Craige,  Gilmer,  Ruffin, 
Scales,  Shaw,  Vanck,  'Winslow — S. 

South  Carolina. —  Bonham,  Boyce,  Keitt,  McQueen, 
Miles — 5. 

Gkorgia.— Crawford,  Gartrell,  Hill,  Jackson,  Seward, 
Sl>;phens,  Trippe,  Wright — 8. 

Alabama.  —  Cobb,  Curry,  Cowdc-Il,  Hoi^'-'n,  Moore, 
Shorter,  Stallworth — 7. 

Mississippi.— Barksdale,  Lamar,  McRae,  Singleton — i. 

Louisiana. — Eustis — 1. 

Texas. — Reagan — 1. 

Arkansas. — Greenwood — 1. 

Tennesske.— Atkins,  Avery,  Maynard,  Ready,  Smith, 
Watkins,  Wright,  Zollicofeer- 8. 

Kentucky. — Burnett,  Marshall,  Mason,  Pej'ton,UsDER- 
WOOD — 5. 

Ohio.- — Jv'ieholft — 1. 

iNbiANA.— English,  Hughes,  Niblack — 3. 

Illinois. — Marshall,  Shaw — 2. 

Missouri.— Anderson,  Clark,  Woodson— 3.    Total,  76. 


Only  three  Southern  members — Jones  of  Ten- 
nessee, Jewett  of  Kentucky,  and  Craig  of  MLs- 
souri — voted  for  the  bill,  thereby  marking  un- 
mistakably the  sectional  character  of  the  oppo- 
sition to  it. 

The  Republican  vote,  with  a  solitary  excep- 
tion, was  given  solid  for  the  bill.  Of  the 
Northern  members  connected  with  the  Demo- 
cratic party,  twenty-nine  voted  for  the  bill  and 
six  voted  against  it.  Thus,  of  the  entire  Demo- 
cratic party  in  the  House,  a  large  majority  was 
against  the  bill,  but  even  this  is  less  important 
than  the  other  fact,  that  the  Southern  wing  of 
/he  vote  was  almost  unanimously  against,  it 
being  this  Southern  wing  which  controls  in  the 
party  councils,  and  which,  when  out-voted  in 
the  House,  has  other  departments  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, the  Senate  and  the  President,  with 
which  it  is  more  powerful,  and  by  means  of 
which  it  has  so  far  rarely  failed  to  defeat  mea- 
sures, however  popular  and  beneficial,  which  it 
dislikes. 

The  Homestead  bill  had  now  passed  the  House 
by  a  decisive  mnjority,  but  it  had  yet  to  encoun- 
ter the  more  dangerous  ordeal  of  the  Senate,  in 
which  the  Democratic  majority  was  larger,  and 
in  which  the  representation  of  the  slaveholding 
States  is  proportiouably  greater. 

No  direct  vote  upon  the  measure  was,  in  fact, 
reached  in  the  Senate,  because  the  Southern 
managers  would  not  permit  it. 

There  are  two  ways  of  killing  off  obnoxious 
measures.  One  is,  to  act  upon  them  and  vote 
them  down.  Anotlier  is,  to  overslaugh  them 
whenever  they  are  proposed,  by  proceeding  to 
consider  some  other  business.  This  latter  me- 
thod is  invariably  resorted  to,  where  a  measure, 
obnoxious  to  a  mnjority  of  the  Senate,  is  sup- 
posed to  be  acceptable  to  the  people.  And  it 
was  precisely  by  this  method,  and  for  that  rea- 
son, that  the  Homestead  bill  was  run  over, 
ghoved  aside,  evaded,  and  left  unacted  upon,  by 
the  Senate  during  its  late  session.  The  regular 
appropriation  bills  and  the  bill  for  the  purchase 
of  Cuba  were  being  pressed  upon  the  time  of 
the  Senate  during  the  last  days  of  the  session, 


boih  of  vheni  conuiianding  the   support   of  the 
majority  of  that  body. 

Ua  tlie  ITtli  day  of  February,  Mr.  Wade,  of 
Ohio,  (6'ow.  Globe,  page  1074,)  moved  to  ])0st- 
pone  all  prior  orders  and  take  up  the  Homestead 
bill,  which  had  passed  the  House.  The  follow- 
ing extracts  from  the  debate  upon  this  motion 
will  exhibit  the  points  made  : 

Mr.  Wade. — The  Homestead  bill,  to  which  I  am  a  good 
deal  attached,  has,  I  believe,  twice  passed  the  House  and 
come  to  this  body,  but  somehow  it  has  had  the  go-by,  and 
we  have  never  had  a  direct  vote  upon  it  here  that  I  know 
of.  I  do  not  propose  to  discuss  it  for  a  single  moment,  and 
I  hope  none  of  its  friends  will  debate  it,  because  it  has 
been  pending  before  Congress  for  several  years,  and  I  pre- 
sume every  senator  is  perfectly  well  acquainted  with  all 
its  provisions,  and  has  made  up  his  mind  as  to  the  course 
he  will  pursue  in  regard  to  it.  I  have  no  hope  that  any- 
tliing  1  could  say  would  win  an  opponent  of  the  bill  to  its 
supijort ;  and  I  hope  every  friend  of  the  measure  will  take 
no  time  in  deltate,  but  will  try  to  get  a  vote  upon  it,  for  I 
think  it  is  the  great  measure  of  the  session.  All  I  want, 
all  I  ask,  is  to  have  a  vote  upon  it. 

Mr.  Reid,  of  North  Carolina.— 1  think  it  is  too  late  in  the 
session  now  to  take  up  this  bill  to  be  acted  upon  here,_  at 
least  until  we  act  upon  other  great  measures  upon  which 
there  is  more  unanimity  of  sentiment  in  the  country,  and 
a  higher  sense  of  duty  upon  us  to  pass  them  durmg  the 
few  days  of  the  session  that  remain. 

Mr.  Hunter,  of  Virginia.— I  believe  that  a  fortnight  from 
to-day  will  take  us  to'the  3d  of  March.  Now,  it  is  known 
that  we  have  nearly  all  the  important  appropriation  liills, 
and  one  that  is  unfinished,  to  take  up.  I  hope  there  will 
be  no  effort  to  jiress  this  Homestead  bill,  so  as  to  displace 
the  a]>proiiriation  bills.  I  must  appeal  to  the  Senate  to 
consider  how  little  of  the  session  is  now  left  to  us,  and 
whether  we  ought  not  to  take  up  the  appropriation  bill  and 
disiiose  of  it. 

Mr.  Shields,  of  Minnesota.— The  friends  of  this  bill  de- 
sire nothing  but  a  vote  upon  it,  not  to  waste  time  in  de- 
bate.    Let  us  take  it  up,  and  have  a  fair  vote  upon  it. 

Mr.  Hunter. — I  do  not  conceal  the  fact  that  1  ain  very 
much  op|)osed  to  it ;  but  I  suppose  whenever  this  bill 
comes  up,  it  must  be  the  subject  of  debate. 

Mr.  Wilson,  of  Massachusetts.— I  appreciate  the  an.Niety 
of  the  senator  from  Virginia  to  take  up  the  appropriation 
bill ;  but  I  would  suggest  to  that  senator  that  he  allow  us. 
to  take  up  this  bill;  and  have  a  vote  upon  it.  I  do  not 
suppose  that  anybody,  who  is  in  favor  of  the  measure,  de- 
sires to  consume  the  time  of  the  Senate,  at  this  stage  of 
the  s  .-ssion,  by  discussing  Ft.  It  has  been  discussed  before 
the  nation.  It  is  well  understood.  I  believe  it  is  sus- 
taiiiL'd  by  an  overwhelmning  majority  of  the  people  of  the 
country. 

Mr.  Wade  —I  have  no  doubt,  from  the  business  before 
us,  that  this  is  the  last  opportunity  we  shall  have  to  act 
upon  this  great  measure,  I  hope,  as  I  said  before,  that 
every  friend  of  it  will  stand  by  it  until  it  is  either  triumpli- 
ant  or  defeated,  and  that,  too,  in  preference  to  any  other 
business  that  may  be  urged  upon  us.  As  to  the  appropriar 
tion  bills,  I  have'not  the  least  fear  but  that  they  will  go 
through.    Their  gravitation  carries  them  through. 


The  que-stion  was  then  taken,  and  Mr.  Wade's 
motion  was  carried  by  the  following  vote,  the 
Republicans  being  indicated  by  italics: 

Yeas  -  Messrs.  Bright,  Broderick,  Chandler,  Collamer, 
Dixon,  VonUttle,  Fes/tenden,  Foot,  Foster,  Gwin,  Hale, 
Hainlin,  Hurlan,  Johnson,  of  Tennessee,  King,  Pugh, 
Rice,  Seward,  Shields,  Simmons,  Smith,  Stuart,  T/'wm- 
bull.  Wade,  and  Wilson— 2^. 

Nays— Messrs.  Allen,  Bayard,  Benjamin,  Bigler,  Brown, 
Chestnut,  Clay,  Clingman,  Davis,  Fitch  Fitzpatrick,  Green, 
Hammond,  Hunter,  Iverson,  Lane,  Mallory,  Mason,  Pearce, 
Reid,  Slidell,  Toombs,  and  Ward— 28. 

Upon  an  examination  of  this  vote,  it  will  be 
seen  that  the  Republicans  voted  unanimously 
in  the  affirmative,  and  that  the  Slave  State  Sen- 
ators were  all  in  the  negative,  with  the  soli- 
tary exception  of  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Tennessee. 
Of  the  Free  State  Democrats,  Gwin,  Bright, 
Pugh,  Rice,  Shields,  Smith,  and  Stuart,  all  be- 
ing°from  the  new  States,  vcted  for  Mr.  Wade's 
motion. 

Thf  Homestead  bill  was  now  up,  and,  so  far 
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as  its  friends  were  concerned,  nothing  was 
a.»ked  but  u  vole,  wliitli  would  not  have  coM- 
8unicd  ten  niinuies.  But  a  vote  wii.<  itreoiseiy 
ttluit  tiie  Soutiieru  niuiiugora  were  detcnniued 
to  avoid. 

In.-tantiy,  tlierefore,  upon  the  announcement 
of  the  suicoss  of  Mr.  Wnde's  motion,  which 
hrou;;ht  the  bill  helore  the  Senate,  Mr.  Hunter 
look  the  rtoor,  jiiid  moved  that  it  be  set  aside, 
PC  us  to  take  up  another  bill,  viz.  :  the  Diplo- 
matic and  Consular  Appropriation  bill. 

No  question  of  order  was  raised  upon  this 
motion  ot  Mr.  Hunter,  but  it  was  well  charac- 
terized as  "(7(i7(/'.<  ;</'iv,"  to  move  to  set  aside 
a  bill,  instantly  after  a  vote  to  take  it  up. 

rendinj;  some  conversational  debate  upon 
Mr.  Hunter's  motion,  the  hour  of  twelve  o'clock 
arrived,  and  the  Vice-President  decided  that 
the  Cuba  bill,  havinjj  been  assigned  for  that 
hour,  was  the  subject  pending  before  the  Senate. 

Hereupon,  Mr.  Wade  moved  to  postpone  the 
twelve  o'clock  order,  and  continue  the  consi- 
deration of  the  Homestead  bill,  and  this  motion 
prevailed  by  the  Ibllowing  vote  : 

Ykas— Messrs.  Bell,  Bright,  Broderick,  Chandler, 
Clark,  Cullaiiur,  JJiron,  JJoolittU,  Douglas,  Dui-keti 
Ft»«einlen,  Foot,  Fovter,  JIale,  I/om/in,  J/arliin^ 
Johnson  of  Tennessee,  King,  Put'li,  Kice,  Seicaril.  Sinr 
j;»<'ii«,  Smith,  Stuart,  Trumbull,  Wade,  and  Wilaon 
—•21. 

Nats — Messrs.  Allen,  Bates,  Benjamin,  B'gler,  Brown, 
Clay,  t.'lini;iiian,  Davis,  Fitch,  p'itzpatrick.  Green,  Gwin, 
IlamuionJ,  llunler,  Iversons,  Johnson,  of  Arkansas, 
l.ane,  Mallor.v,  Mu^on,  I'earce,  Keid,  Sebastian,  SUdell, 
I'uoiubs,  Ward,  and  Vulee — 26. 

On  this  vote,  aji  additional  Southern  Senator, 
Mr.  Bell,  of  Tennessee,  ranged  himself  on  tlie 
fide  of  Homesteads.  But  this  was  oft'set  by 
the  ratting  back  to  the  negative  side  of  Mr. 
Gwin. 

The  Homestead  bill  was  now  again  before 
the  Senate',  but  the  question,  as  stated  by  the 
Vice-President,  was  still  upon  Mr.  Hunter's 
motion  to  set  it  aside,  and  take  up  the  Consular 
and  Diplomatic  Appropriation  bill. 

Mr.  Mason,  of  Virginia,  threatened  an  "  ci- 
teniled  deb'ite^  upon  the  Homestead  bill,  if  its 
consideration  were  insisted  upon.  He  declared, 
at  any  rate,  for  himself  that  he  intended  to  ''  po 
into  it  pretty  larpeti/,  because  he  hnd  not  yet 
known  a  hill  so  f raw/ lit  with  mixc-hief,  and7nis- 
chief  of  the  most  Jfinoraliziufj  kind." 

Mr.  Wade  and  Mr.  Seward,  in  brief  and  ener- 
getic terms,  exhorted  the  friends  of  the  bill  to 
stuiul  hrm. 

The  vote  was  then  taken  upon  Mr.  Hunter's 
motion,  and  resulted  as  follows: 

Ykas.— Messrs.  Allen,  Bates,  Bayard,  Benjamin,  Bigler, 
Brown,  Cl;ty,  Clin^maii,  DavJM,  Kiich,  Fitzpatrick,  Ureen, 
tiivin,  ll.imiiiouil.  Hunter,  Iverson,  Johnson  of  Arkan^a'<, 
Keiiiic<ly,  Lan-?,  Mall'.ry,  >la«on,  Pearce,  Ueid,  Sebastian, 
&li.lell,  I'ooMibs,  Ward,  and  Yul>;e — '2S. 

•Nays.— .Me>sr-i.  Hell,  Bright,  Broderiok,  Chatuller, 
Cliirk,  CoUamer,  iJiron,  JJoolittU,  Uouglas,  J/urkte, 
f'eMgendtn,  Foot,  Fotiter,  JJale,  JIamlin,  Uarlnn, 
llou^lun,  Jolin>on  of  renne:<see.  King,  I'uirh,  Kice. 
ViC'jrJ,  Simmom,  Smith,  Stuart,  Trumlull  Wadt,  and 
Wilitorv—  23. 

The  vote  being  a  tie,  the  Vice-President,  Mr- 
Brt-ckinridge,  voted  in  the  affirmative,  and  thus, 
alter  a  long  struggle,  the  Homestead  bill  was, 
lor  that  day,  overslaughed. 

Uf  the  twenty-eight  votes  for  overslaughing 
it,  all  but  live  are  from  the  South,  and  oue  of 


those  five,  Mr.  (Iwin,  is  only  a  temporary  resi- 
dent ot  a  Free  State. 

Of  the  twenty-eight  votes  in  favor  of  sustain- 
ing the  bill,  only  tliree  are  I'rom  tlie  South,  and 
only  one  of  the  three  (Johnson  of  Tennessee,) 
is  a  Democrat. 

Two  davs  afterward,  on  the  Ifltli  of  February, 
ilr.  Wade  again  moved  to  set  aside  all  prior 
orders  and  take  up  the  Homestead  bill  ;  but  this 
motion  was  negatived  by  the  I'oUowing  vote  : 

Ykas. — Me.*sr!>.  llro.lerick.  Chandler,  Clark,  Collamer, 
I>ir<>n,  Doolittle,  Darken,  I'essendeti,  Foot,  //ale 
//anilin,  //iirlun,  Joh\ifiHi  o(  Tennes>ee,  J.Mie^,  King, 
PukIi,  Ku-e.  Seicaril,  Shields,  Simtnotus,  Siuari,  Trum- 
bull, Wade,  nini  Wilson-'24. 

Nays. — Messrs.  Allen,  Haii-s,  Bayard,  Benjamin,  Bigler, 
Brijrlit,  Brown,  Clie>tinil,  Clay,  Cliimmnn,  Crltiemk-n, 
Diivis,  Fitch,  Fnzpiitrick,  Oiecn,  Ilanniiunil,  Houston, 
llunler,  Iverson,  Kennedy,  Mallory,  .Mason.  I'earce, 
I'olk,  Keiil,  Sebitslian,  Slideil,  Smith,  Touiubs,  Ward,  and 
Yulee— 81. 

Upon  these  two  days,  the  17th  and  19th  of 
February,  the  question  was  made  between  the 
consideration  of  the  Homestead  bill  and  the  con- 
sideration of  the  ap|)ropriation  bills,  the  neces- 
sity of  passing  which  last  bills  did  not  fail  to  be 
insisted  upon  by  the  Democratic  managers.  At 
a  subsequent  stage  of  the  session,  us  will  be 
presently  seen,  tlie  question  was  made  between 
considering  the  Homestead  bill  and  considering 
the  Cuba  bill. 

Upon  the  'I'nh  day  of  February,  upon  the  oc- 
casion of  a  motion  by  Mr.  Slideil  to  postpone 
all  prior  orders  and  take  up  the  bill  for  the  pur- 
clia.se  of  Cuba,  Mr.  Doolittle  resisted  it,  and 
called  upon  the  friends  of  Homesteads  to  vote 
it  down,  so  that  he  himself  might  suomit  a  mo- 
tion to  take  up  the  Homestead  bill.  Mr.  Doo- 
Ihtle  said  : 

I  think  it  would  he  better  to  take  up  this  question  of 
the  Iloiuesteud  bill  and  vote  upon  it,  and  then  the  Cuba 
hill  will  come  up.  1  ask  the  friends  of  the  Homestead 
bill  now  to  stand  by  it  and  give  it  the  preference. 

The  vole  was  then  taken,  and  the  motion  to 
take  up  the  Cuba  bill  prevailed,  as  follows  : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Allen,  Bayard,  Bell,  Benjamin,  Bigleri 
Brown,  Chestnut,  Clay,  Cliii^'in:iii,  JJavIs,  F.ich,  Hiz- 
patrick.  Green,  Gwin,  llamuiijiid,  Houston.  Hunter,  Ivei- 
son,  Jones,  l.ane,  Mallory,  .\la.-oii,  i'olk,  I'uyh,  Ueid, 
Kice,  Sebastian,  Shields,  Slideil,  Smith,  .'^luart,  Touuius, 
Ward,  AVrifc'ht,  and  Yulee— ti5. 

Nays— Messrs.  Broderick,  Cameron,  Chandler,  Clark, 
Collamer,  I>ixon,  />ooliUle,  Uoughus,  /Jarkte.  Fennen^ 
den,  Foot,  Foster,  //ale,  //amlin,  //arlau,  Johnson  of 
Tennessee,  Kennedy,  King,  I'vaicv,  6eu:ard,  Himm^/tie, 
Trumbull,  Wade,  and  WiUon — H. 

The  Cuba  bill  was  now  u|),  and  the  discussion 
upon  it  protracted  the  session  late  into  the 
night,  and  almost  into  the  next  morning.  It 
was  distinctly  seen  during  the  [irogress  of  this 
discussion  that  it  would  be  withoui  practical  re- 
sult, and  that  no  vote  could  be  readied  before 
the  final  adjournment  of  Congres.s. 

Accordingly,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  evening, 
Mr.  Doolittle  felt  it  to  be  his  duty  to  renew  the 
attempt  to  set  aside  the  Cuba  bill,  the  subject- 
matter  of  a  manifestly  idle  debate,  so  as  to  lake 
up  the  Homestead  bill.  His  motion  to  that  effect, 
and  the  commeiicemenl  of  the  debate  upon  it, 
will  be  found  on  page  13.>1  of  the  Congres- 
sional Gliibe.  Such  extracts  are  made  as  will 
exhibit  its  general  character  : 

Mr.  Trumbull. — If  there  was  any  assurance  that  the 
Homestead  bill  could  be  taken  up,  after  the  Cuba  ques- 
tion was  clispo^ed  of,  1  should  be  Will.ng  l'>  see  it  have 
the  go  'jy  on  the  jiresenl  occasiuD  ;  but  we  have  sou^hl 
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<epeatedly  to  bring  up  the  Homestead  bill,  and  every 
aiovement  that  has  been  made  to  bring  it  up  has  been 
iiet  with  a  counter  movement,  crowding  it  out  of  the 

way  with  soraetliiug  else If  the  senator  from 

V'irginia  will  give  us  an  as-urance  that  we  shall  have  a 
cliance  to  bring  up  the  Homestead  bill,  and  keep  it  be- 
fn:  e  the  Senate  until  we  can  get  a  vote  upon  it,  after  the 
Cuba  bill  is  through,  and  that  he  will  not  interpose  an 
appropriation  bill,  I  would  join  with  gentlemen  in  asking 
my  friend  from  Wisconsin  to  withdraw  the  motion  he  has 
made. 

Mr.  Hunter. — I  certainly  will  press  the  appropriation 
bills.  1  will  give  no  promise  to  vote  to  take  up  the 
Homestead  bill. 

Mr.  Trumbull. — That  is  as  I  expected.  We  now  have 
notice  that  we  are  to  be  met  with  an  appropriation  bill 
the  moment  that  the  Cuba  question  is  disposed  of,  and 
here  we  are  wasting  our  time  at  this  stage  of  the  session 
in  making  long  speeches,  and  debating  about  the  acquisi- 
tion of  a  country  that  does  not  belong  to  us,  instead  of 
providing  for  the  settlement  of  the  country  which  we  own. 
There  can  be  no  hope  of  getting  up  the  Homestead  bill  as 
against  an  appropriation  bill. 

S'v.  Seward. — After  nine  hours  yielding  to  tlie  discussion 
of  the  Cuba  question,  it  is  time  to  come  back  to  the  great 
question  of  the  day  and  the  age.  The  Senate  may  as  well 
meet  face  to  face  the  issue  which  is  before  them.  It  is  an 
issue  presented  by  the  competition  between  these  two 
questions.  One,  the  Homestead  bill,  is  a  question  of 
homes,  of  lands  for  the  landless  freemen  of  the  United 
States.  The  Cuba  bill  is  a  question  of  slaves  for  the  slave- 
holders of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Wade. — I  am  very  glad  that  this  question  has  at 
length  come  up.  I  am  glad,  too,  that  it  has  antagonized 
with  this  nigger  question.  (Laughter.)  I  have  been  try- 
ing here  for  nearly  a  mouth  to  get  a  straightforward  vote 
upon  this  great  measure  of  land  for  the  landless.  I  glory 
in  that  measure.  It  is  the  greatest  that  has  ever  come 
before  the  American  Senate,  and  it  has  now  come  so  that 
there  is  no  dodging  it.  The  question  will  be,  shall  we  give 
niggers  to  the  niggerless,  or  lands  to  the  landless  ? 

I  moved  some  days  ago  to  take  up  this  subject.  It  was 
said  then  that  there  was  an  appropriation  bill  that  stood 
In  the  way.  The  senator  from  Virginia  had  his  appropri- 
ation bills.  It  was  important,  then,  that  they  should  be 
settled  at  once  ;  there  was  danger  that  they  would  be 
lost,  and  the  Government  would  stop  in  consequence  ;  and 
the  appeal  was  made  to  gentlemen  to  give  this  bill  the 
go-by  for  the  time  being,  at  all  events,  and  the  appeal  was 
successful.  The  appropriation  bills  lie  very  easy  now  be- 
hind this  nigger  operation.  (Laughter.)  AAhen  you  come 
to  niggers  for  the  niggerless,  all  other  questions  sink  into 
insignificance. 

Mr.  Doolittle's  motion  to  set  aside  the  Cuba 
bill  for  the  purpose  of  taking  up  tlie  Homestead 
bill,  was  lost,  by  the  following  vote : 

Teas — Messrs.  Broderick,  Cameron,  CJark,  Chandler, 
Collamer,  Doolittle,  FesseiuJen,  Foot,  Foster,  Hale, 
Hamlin,  Harlan,  Johnson  of  Tennessee,  King,  Seward, 
Simmons,  TrurnhuU,  Wade,  and  Wilson — 19. 

Nats — Messrs.  Allen,  Benjamin,  Bayard,  Bigler,  Brown, 
Chestnut,  Clay,  Clingman,  Douglas,  Fitch,  Fitzpatrick, 
Green,  Gwin,  Hunter,  Iverson,  Johnson  of  Arkansas,  Lane, 
Mallory,  Mason,  Polk,  Pugh,  Reid,  Rice,  Sebastian,  Shields, 
Slidell,  Toombs,  Ward  and  Wright— 29. 

This  was  the  last  attempt  made  to  get  up  the 
Homestead  bill  in  the  Senate.  It  had  first  been 
overslaughed  by  the  appropriation  bills,  and 
now  by  the  Cuba  bill,  and  no  expectation 
remained  of  reaching  it  during  the  few  remain- 
ing days  of  the  session.  The  Republicans,  who 
had  endeavored  to  get  it  up  in  all  forms  and  on 
all  occasions  without  success,  felt  it  to  be  their 
duty  to  abandon  a  manifestly  hopeless  struggle. 

From  this  review  of  the  votes  in  the  Senate 
and  House,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  two  great 
national  parties,  the  one  representing  the  rights 
and  interests  of  free  labor,  and  the  other  repre- 
senting the  pretensions  of  Negro  Slavery,  have 
come  to  a  well-detiued  issue  upon  this  great 
matter  of  the  disposition  of  the  Public  Domain. 


In  the  House  of  Representatives,  on  the  6th 


of  March,  1860,  Mr.  Lovejoy,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands,  reported  the  following 
bill  (previously  introduced  by  Mr.  Grow),  which 
was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole. 

A    BILL    TO   SECPRE    HOMESTEADS    TO    ACTUAL 
SETTLEKS  ON  THE  PUBLIC  DOMAIN. 

Be  it  enacted  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of  Re- 
presentatives of  the  United  States  of  America  in 
Congress  assembled.  That  any  person  who  is  the  head 
of  a  family,  or  who  has  arrived  at  the  age  of  twenty-one 
years,  and  is  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  or  who  shall 
have  filed  his  intention  to  become  such,  as  required  by 
the  naturalization  laws  of  the  United  States,  shall,  from 
and  after  the  passage  of  this  act,  be  entitled  to  enter,  free 
of  cost,  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  unappropriated 
public  lands,  upon  which  said  person  may  have  filed  a 
preemption  claim,  or  which  may,  at  the  time  the  applica- 
tion is  made,  be  subject  to  preemption  at  one  dollar  and 
twenty-five  cents,  or  less,  per  acre ;  or  eighty  acres  of 
such  unappropriated  lands,  at  two  dollars  and  fifty  cents 
per  acre ;  to  be  located  in  a  body,  in  conformity  to  the 
legal  subdivisions  of  the  public  lands,  and  after  the  same 
shall  have  been  surveyed. 

§  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  person  ap- 
plying for  the  benefit  of  this  act  shall,  upon  application  to 
the  register  of  the  land  office  in  which  he  or  she  is  about 
to  make  such  entry,  make  affidavit  before  the  said  register 
or  receiver  that  he  or  she  is  the  head  of  a  family,  or  is 
twenty-one  years  or  more  of  age,  and  that  such  applica- 
tion is  made  for  his  or  her  exclusive  use  and  benefit,  and 
those  specially  mentioned  in  this  act,  and  not  either 
directly  or  indirectly  for  the  use  or  benefit  of  any  other 
person  or  persons  whomsoever ;  and  upon  filing  the 
affidavit  with  the  register  or  receiver,  he  or  she  shall  there- 
upon be  permitted  to  enter  the  quantity  of  land  specified  : 
Provided,  howccer.  That  no  certificate  shall  be  given  or 
patent  issued  therefor  until  the  expiration  of  five  years 
from  the  date  of  such  entry ;  and  if,  at  the  expiration  of 
such  time,  or  at  any  time  within  two  years  thereafter,  the 
person  making  such  entry — or  if  he  be  dead,  his  widow  ; 
or  in  case  of  her  death,  his  heirs  or  devisee  ;  or  in  cas-e  of 
a  widow  making  such  entry,  her  heirs  or  devisee,  in  case 
of  her  death — shall  prove  by  two  credible  witnesses  that 
he,  slie,  or  they  have  resided  upon  and  cultivated  the 
same  for  the  term  of  five  years  immediately  succeeding 
the  time  of  fifing  the  affidavit  aforesaid;  then,  in  such 
case,  he,  she,  or  they,  if  at  that  time  a  citizen  of  the 
United  States,  shall,  on  payment  of  ten  dollars,  be  enti- 
tled to  a  patent,  as  in  other  cases  provided  for  by  law  : 
And  provided,  further,  That  in  case  of  the  death  of  both 
father  and  mother,  leaving  an  infant  child,  or  children, 
under  twenty-one  years  of  age,  the  right  and  fee  shall 
inure  to  the  benefit  of  said  infant  child,  or  children  ;  and 
the  executor,  administrator,  or  guardian  may,  at  any  time 
within  two  years  after  the  death  of  tlie  surviving  parent, 
and  in  accordance  with  the  laws  of  the  State  in  which 
such  children  for  the  time  being  have  their  domicil,  sell 
said  land  for  the  benefit  of  said  infants,  but  for  no  other 
purpose  ;  and  the  purchaser  shall  acquire  the  absolute 
title  by  the  purchase,  and  be  entitled  to  a  patent  from  the 
United  States,  on  payment  of  the  office  fees  and  sum  of 
money  herein  specified. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  register 
of  the  land  office  shall  note  all  such  applications  on  the 
tract-books  and  plats  of  his  office,  and  keep  a  i  egister  cf 
all  such  entries,  and  make  return  thereof  to  the  General 
Land  Office,  together  with  the  proof  upon  which  they 
have  been  founded. 

Shc.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  lands  ac- 
quired under  the  provisions  of  this  act  shall  in  no  event 
become  liable  to  the  satisfaction  of  any  debt  or  debts 
contracted  prior  to  the  issuing  of  the  patent  therefor. 

Sec  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  if,  at  any 
time  after  the  filing  of  the  affidavit,  as  required  in  the 
second  section  of  this  act,  and  before  the  expiration  of 
the  five  years  aforesaid,  it  shall  be  proven,  after  due  no 
tice  to  the  settler,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  register  of  the 
land  office,  that  the  person  having  filed  such  affidavit 
shall  have  actually  clianged  his  or  her  residence,  or 
abandoned  the  said  entry  for  more  than  six  months  at 
any  time,  then,  and  in  that  event,  the  land  so  eniered 
shall  revert  to  the  government. 

Sh-C  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  IhaX  no  mUxxMaaX 
shall  be  permitted  to  make  more  than  one  entry  under 
the  provisions  of  this  act;  and  that  the  Commissioner  of 
the  General  Land  Office  is  hereby  required  to  prepare 
and  issue  such  rales  and  regulations,  consistent  with  this 
act,  as  shall  be  necessary  and  proper  to  carry  its  provi- 
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slons  into  efTec!  ;  and  that  the  registers  and  receivers  of 
111!?  several  liind  oilices  sliall  be  entitled  to  receive  the 
SHiae  co!npensaiiou  for  any  Innds  entered  under  the  pro- 
visiuns  of  tliis  act  iliat  they  are  now  entitled  to  receive 
when  the  same  quantity  of  land  is  entered  with  money, 
one-half  to  be  paid  l)y  the  pe.-son  making  the  application 
at  the  time  of  so  lioiiig,  and  the  other  half  on  the  issue  of 
the  certificate,  by  the  person  to  whom  it  may  be  issued  : 
Pruriile'l,  That  nothing  contained  in  this  act  shall  be  so 
construed  as  to  impair  or  interfere  in  any  manner  what- 
ever with  existing  preemption  rights  :  And  prodded, 
jurthri\  That  all  persons  who  may  have  filed  their  ap- 
plications for  a  preemption  right  prior  to  the  passage 
of  this  act  shall  be  entitled  to  all  privileges  of  this  act. 

Suljseqiit'atiy.  a  motion  was  made  by  ilr.  Love- 
joy,  to  reconsider  the  vote  by  wliieh  the  bill 
liitd  been  referred  to  tlie  Coiiiinittee  of  the 
Whole.  On  Monday,  March  12,  Mr.  Lovejoy 
called  up  this  motion,  and  under  the  operation 
of  the  previous  question,  it  was  agreed  to,  1U(3 
to  67,  as  follows  : 

Ykas.— Messrs.  Ad  rain,  Aldrich,  Ashley,  Babbitt, 
Bingham,  Itlake,  Butiinton,  Burlingame,  Campbell,  Carey, 
Carter,  C  i«e,  John  Cockriine,  Colfax,  Conkling,  Cooper, 
Curwiii,  Covode,  Coai,  ./awie^  (7/-ai{;,  Curtis,  John  G, 
Davis,  D^wes,  Delano,  Duell,  Dunn,  Edirerton,  Elliot, 
Kenton,  Ferry,  Florence,  Foster,  Fouke,  Jb'rank,  French, 
Gu.ich,  Graham,  Gn.w,  Gurley,  Hale,  Hall,  H  a  8  k  i  n, 
Hrhntck.  Hoard,  Uolman,  Jloward,  Hutciiins,  Junkin, 
Kr  .ni-i'<  W.  Kellogg,  William  Kellogg,  Kilgore,  Killinger, 
Larmhee,  De  Wut  C.  Leacli,  Lee,  Logan,  Loomis,  Love- 
j  ly,  Mitclay.  Marston,  Charle«  D.  Martin,  McClernand, 
.McKcan,  MiKiij-hl,  Millward,  Mnorhead,  Morrill, 
Elwar.l  Joy  Morris,  .Morse,  Olin,  Pendleton,  Perrv,  Por- 
ter, Hotter,  Pottle,  Rice,  Rig  gs,  Christopher  Robinson, 
Jam^JS  C.  liobimon,  Koyce,  Schwartz,  iycott,  Scran- 
t  n,  Sedgwick,  Sherman,  Somes,  Spinner,  Stanton,  Stout, 
MrattiMi,  Tiippan,  Thayer,  Tompkins,  Train,  Trimble,. 
V'lluinili'jh'im,  Vandever,  Verrep,  Waldron,  Walton,  Cad- 
walider  C.  Washburn,  Ellihu  B  Washburne,  Israel  Wash- 
bum,  We^ls,  Windom,  and  Woodruff — lo6 

Navs— Messrs.  Gkees  Adams.  Thomas L.  Anderson, 
William  C  A.ndkrxin.  Arery,  Barksdale,  Bocock,  £on- 
h--im,  Bkabsus,  ^ranc^,  Hkistow,  Burch, Burnett,  Clop- 
ton,  Cobb,  Curry,  Reuben  Dan's,  Ue  Janxette.  Ed- 
niundson,  Englinh,  ErHrRiDGB.  Garnett,  Gartrell,(iiL- 
MKR.  Hardeman,  J.  Morriso.n  Hakkis,  llATTi-.s,  Hill, 
JJimhnan,  Houston,  Hughes,  Jackson,  Jenkins,  Jones] 
Keitt.  Lam.ir,  Landrum,  Leake,  Lore,  M  u.i.<)rv,  Elbert 
S.  Martin,  .Mav.vakp,  McQueeii,  MeRae,  Miles,  MilUon, 
Montgomery,  Nel»on,  XibUuk,  Noell,  Peyton,  Pryor, 
Pugh,  Reagan,  Ruffin,  Sickles,  Simms,  Singleton, 
William  Smith,  William  N.  11.  .*mith.  Sterenson,  stokes, 
Undericood,  Va.nce,  Webstek,  W/titeley,  Woodson,  and 
Wright — 61. 

Republicans  in  Roman  ;  Democrats  in  Italics  ;  Ameri- 
cans in  ssMvll  caps;  Anti-Lecompton  Democrats  in 
Roman  spaced. 

So  the  motion  was  reconsidered,  and  the  bill 
was  before  the  House.  Mr.  Lovejoy  moved  that 
the  bill  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time.  Mr. 
Branch  (X.  C.)  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the 
table.  Lost,  62  to  112,  the  yeas  being  all  from 
the  South, except  Mr.  Montgoinery,  Democrat,  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  the  nays  all  from  the  North, 
except  Mr.  James  Craig,  Democrat,  of  Missouri. 

So  the  House  refused  to  lay  the  bill  on  the 
table  ;  and  it  was  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

The  vote  was  as  follows— The  Republicans  in 
Roman,  the  Administration  Democrats  in  Italics, 
the  Americans  in  small  caps,  and  the  Anti- 
Lecompton  Democrats  in  Roman  spaced: 

TEAS. 

Mainr.— Foster,  French,  Morse,  Perry,  Somes,  Israel 
Washbu;    — 6 

New-II  ^mpsdirb.— Marston,  Tappan— 2. 

Vkbii.  >t.— Morrill,  Royce,  Walton— 8. 

Massa.  hcsktts.— Buffinton,  Dawes,  Delano,  Elliot, 
Gooch,  l;  ,  e,  Thayer,  Train— S. 

CoxxEi  ricuT  — Burnhara,  Ferry,  Loomis,  Woodruff — 1. 

Rhode!  r-LAXD.— Christopher  Robinson— 1. 

Nkw-Y.kk.— .Sarr,  Briggs,  Carter,  John  Cochrane, 
Conk'ing,  Dn-li,  Kenton,  Frank,  Graham,  Has  kin. 
Hoard,  Huoipr.rey,  Lee,  Maclay,  McKeao,  Olio  Pottle, 
Sickles,  Spinuer,  Van  WycK,  Wells— 21. 


New-Jf.rskt. — A  d  r  a  i  n,  R  i  g  g?,  Stratton — 3. 

Pes.ssylvasia— Babbitt,  Campbell.  Covorie,  Florence, 
Grow,  H  lie.  Hall,  II  i  c  k  m  a  n,  Junkin.  Killenirer,  Mc- 
Kiiiglit,  McPlierson,  Millward,  E.Joy  Morris,  So  ii  w  art  ■ 
Scranton,  Verree — 17. 

Ohio. — Ashley,  Bingham,  Blake,  Carey,  Corwin,  Cox, 
Kdirerton,  Gurley,  lleiiuick,  Howard,  Hutchins,  Charles 
D.  Martin,  Pendleton,  Sherman,  Stanion,  Tompkins, 
Triml.le,    Vallandigham — IS. 

Michigan— Cooper,  irancis  W.  Kellogg,  DeWittO. 
Leach,  Waldron — 4. 

IxiHANA.— Case,  Colfnx,  John  G.  Davis,  Dunn, 
English,  Holman,  Kilgore   2tibl<tck,  Porter,  Wilson — lo. 

Illinois. — Fouke,  Wm.  Kellogg,  Logan,  Lov>  joy,  Mo- 
demand,  James  C.  Robinson,  E.  B.  Wa>lihuiiie^7 

Wisconsin.— /,arr(7'.#c.  Potter,  C.  C.  Washburn— 3. 

Iowa. — Curtis,  Vandever — 3. 

Minnesota.— Aldrich,  Windom— 2. 

C.vLiFORSiA.— 5i^rcA,  Scott— 2. 

Oregon. — Stout— 1. 

MiiSOVM. —James  Craig— 1.    Total,  115. 

All  from  the  Free  States  except  James  Craig,  of 
Missouri. 

NAVS. 

VKSSiYhYi.yu.— Montgomery — 1. 

Dklaware. —  Whiteley — 1. 

Maryla.sd.— U.  Winter  Davis,  J.  M.  Harris,  Hughes, 
Webster — i. 

Virginia.— JffococA-,  De  Jamette,  Edmundson,   Gar- 
nett,  Jenkins,    Leake,    Elbert   S.  Martin,     Wilson, 
Pryor,  William  Smith— \Q. 

Js'orth  Carolina. — Branch,  Gilmer,  Ruffin,  '\N'illiaii 
N.  H.  Smith,  Vance— 5 
SocTH  Carolina.— ^o«/iflr«,  Keith,  McQueen,  Miles — 2. 

Georgia. — Oartrell,  Hakoejian,  Uiix,  Jackson,  JontS, 
Love,  Undencood — 7. 

Alaba.ma. — Clapton,  Cobb,  Curry,  Houston,  Stiyden- 
ham  Moore,  Ptu/h — (>. 

Mississippi— ^((/A-drfa^c,  Reuben  Datis,  Lamar,  Mc- 
Rea,  SingletMi — .5. 

Lot;isiiNA. — Landrum — 1. 

Areassas. — Hindman — 1. 

Texas. — Hamilton,  Reagan — 2. 

Missouri. —  Thomas  L.  Anderson,  XoeU.,Woodaon—9 

Tennessee.— .djvry,  EriiEKioGE,  Hattos,  MAVNtRD, 
NtLsoN,  Stokes,  Wright — 7. 

Kentucky. —Green,  adams,  Wh.liam  C  Andbrson, 
Bristow,  Burnett,  Malloky,  Peyton,  Simms,  Steven- 
son— 8.   Total,  G5. 

All  from  Slave  States  except  Montgomery, 
Dcm.,  of  Pennsylvania. 

This  bill  was  sent  to  the  Senate,  where  it  wa.<? 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands, 
and  on  the  I7th  of  April,  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Ten- 
nessee, the  Chairman  of  that  Committee,  re- 
ported a  substitute  for  the  House  bill,  granting 
Homesteads  to  actual  settlers,  at  25  cents  per 
acre,  but  not  including  preemptors  then  occu- 
pying the  Public  Lands.  When  this  bill  came 
before  the  Senate  for  action,  Mr.  Wade,  of 
Ohio,  moved  to  amend,  liy  substituting  the 
House  bill,  which  was  lost,  20  to  31,  as  follows  : 
Yeas — Messrs.  Anthony,  Bingham,  Cameron,  Chandler, 
Clark,  CoUamer,  Dixon,  Doolittle,  Douglas,  Durkee, 
Fool,  Foster,  Grimes,  Hale,  JIamlin,  King,  Rice,  Se- 
ward, Simmons,  Sumner,  Ten  Eyck,  Toombs,  Trumbull, 
Wade,  Wilkinson,  and  Wilson — 26. 

Nays — .Messrs.  Bayard,  Bigler,  Brage,  Bright,  Brown, 
Chesnut,  Clay,  Clingman,  Davis.  Fifch,  Fitzpatrick, 
Green,  Gwin,  Hammond,  Hemphill,  Hunter,  Iverson, 
Johnson,  of  Arkansas,  Johnson,  of  Tennessee,  Lane, 
Latham,  Mason,  Nichobon.  Polk,  Powell,  Pugh,  Sauls- 
bury,  Sebastian,  Slidell,  Wigfall,  and  Yulee— 31. 

Yeas,  all  Republicans  except  three,  Dougla,s, 
Rice,  and  Toombs.     Nays,  all  Democrats. 

The  Senate  finally,  on  the  10th  May,  passed 
Mr.  Johnson's  bill,'  44  to  8,  the  Xtiys  being 
Messrs.  Bragg,  Clingman,  Hamlin,  Hunter, 
Mason,  Pearce,  Powell  and  Tooralj^.  The  House 
refused  to  concur ;  the  Senate  refused  to  recede, 
and  the  result  was  a  protracted  conference  on 
the  part  of  Committees  of  the  two  Houses, 
which  committees  finally  came  to  an  agreeinen*. 
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on  the  19th  June,  by  the  House  accepthig  the 
Senate  bill  with  slight  amendments.  On  that 
day  Mr.  Schuyler  t'oiiax  reported  to  the  House 
■uS  follows: 

Mr.  Colfax. — I  rise  to  a  question  of  privilege.    I  am  in- 
structed by  the  Coiumittee  of  Conference  on  the  disagree- 
ing votes  of  the   two   Houses   on  the  Homestead  b.ll,  to  j 
report   that,  after  twelve  meetings  of  tlie  three  difl'erent 
Conferen':es  that  have  been  appointed,  they  this  morn-  | 
ing  finally  agreed.      I  hold  in  my  hand  the  report  of  the 
Committee,  which  can  be  read  if  any  gentleman  desires 
it.     But  peihaps  it  would  render  the  report  clearer  and 
more  intelligible  if  1  should  briefly  state  its  leading  fea- 
tures.    The  t'enate  bill  all  the  members  of  the  House  are 
familiar  with.     The  Conferees  upon  the  part  of  the  House 
finding,  after  the  most  earnest  efforts,  that   it   would  be 
utterly  impossible  for  them  to  induce  the  Senate  to  agree 
to  the  House   bill,  have   been   discussing  what  changes 
could  be  made  in  the  Senate  bill,  so  as  to  render  it  accep- 
table enough  for  the  House  to  accept,  rather  than  the 
whole  should  fail.    '1  hey  have  finally  agreed  upon  a  report 
as  follows  :    In  the  first  place,  1  will  say  that  the  bill,  as  it 
passed  the  Senate,  provided   that  the   preemptors  now 
upon  the  public   lands  might  remain  there  two  years  be- 
fore they  should  be  required  to  purchase  their  lauds,  but 
should  then  pay  for  tliem  at  the  rate  of  ifl  '25  per  acre, 
thus  removing  tliem  entirely  from  within  the  purview  of 
the  benefits  wliich  would  apply  to  tlie  settlers  hereafter 
upon  the  public  lands.      Tins  point  the  House  Conferees 
refused  to  accede  to,  and  if  persisted  in,  we  should  have 
again   rejiorled   a  disagreement.      i'inally,   however,   a 
compromise  was  arranged  on  this  point,  and  to  protect 
the  preiimptors  now  on  the  Government  land,  which  was 
to  be  advertised  this  fall  for  sale,  we  changed  the  Senate 
bill  so  as  to  protect  them  for  at  least  two  years  from  land 
sales,  and  to  allow  them  then   to  secure  tlieir  homes  at 
one  hu/fthe   Government  price,  namely  sixty-two   and 
a-half  cents  per  acre.     1  need  scarcely  add,  that,  if  the, 
Senate  could  have  been  induced  to  give  them  the  benefit 
of  their  twenty-five-cent-per-acre    provision,  we   should 
have  insisted  on  it  iiUlexibly  ;  but  what  I  have  stated  is 
the  very  lowest  point  that  could  be  obtained.   The  second 
change  we  have  made  in  the  Senate  bill  is  in  relation  to 
the  scojje  of  land  coming  under  the   operations  of  the 
law.     The  House  bill  embraced  all  the  Government  land, 
offered  or   unollered,  except   such  as  was  specially  re- 
served.    The  Senate  bill  confined  its  previsions  to  land 
subject  to  private  entry,  exclusively.    As  I  have  explain- 
ed on  a  former  occasion,  the  e-xpression  "  subject  to  pri- 
vate entry"  means  such  as  are  left   after  the  lands  have 
been  once   regularly    brought   into  market,  exposed  to 
public  sale,  and  the  sjjeculators  have  taken  such  as  they 
see  fit  to  purchase.     The   difference  between  these   two 
bills  seemed  so  radical  as  to  be  incapable  of  adjustment  ; 
and  the  scope  of  farming  land  covered  by  the  Senate  bill 
was  so  limited,  there  being  but  little,  if  any,  in  Minnesota, 
Kansas,  Nebraska,  Cal.lurnia,  Oregon,  and  Washington, 
that  the  House  conferees  declined  to  accept  it.     But  on 
this,  too,  we   finally  effected  a   compromise.     By  our  re- 
port, all   the  land  subject  to  private  entry  is  included, 
dkud,  in  udditlon,  iiU  the  odd-numbered  sections  of  the 
surveyed   public  lands,  which  have  not  been  opened  to 
public  sale— a  most  material  and  beneficent  enlargement 
of  the  Senate  bdl.     We  were  offered,  after  this  agreement, 
whichever  half  of  the  unoffered  lands  we  chose,  and  we 
took  the   odd-numbered   sections.     The   reason  for  this 
was,  that  the  lOih  section  of  a  township,  being  reserved 
for  school  purpose.-;  by  our  land  laws,  the  four  adjoinimj 
sections  to  it,  on  the  north,  west,  east,  andsouth,  are  sec- 
tions i),  lu,  17,  and  '^l,  all  odd-numbered  sections,  which 
are  thus  saved  for  homestead  settlers,  who  have  reserved 
lor  them  IS  out  of  the  ii)  disposable  sections  in  each  town- 
ship of  six  miles  square. 

Uii  all  these  lands,  actual  settlers,  who  are  heads  of 
families,  are  allowed,  after  having  occupied  the  land  for 
five  years,  to  purchase  at  25  cents  per  acre,  which  is 
abimt  the  average  cost  price  of  the  public  lands  to  the 
Government.  We  struggled,  of  course,  to  include  all 
young  men  over  '21  who  are  not  heads  of  families,  and  to 
adoi)t  the  l''ree  Homestead  principle  of  the  House  bill ; 
but  on  these  points  the  Senate  was  inflexible,  and  we 
took  what  we  di<i  because  it  was  the  very  best  we  could 
get.  The  Senate  bill  originally  provided  that  the  Home- 
stead settler  miglit  acipiiie  title  to  his  land  at  anytime 
by  paying  full  Gcjvernment  prices  ;  but  desiring  to  pro- 
mote actual  settlement,  we  now  provide  that  he  cannot 
do  this  till  after  he  has  been  on  the  land  six  months. 
When  he  stays,  or  his  family  if  he  deceases,  the  full  five 
years  he  obtains  it  at  '25  cents  per  acre.  The  Senate 
have  also  agreed  to  strike  out  the  eighth  section  of  their 
bill,  wtiicli  made  it  imperative  upon  the  f;  evident  to  ex- 


pose all  public  lands  to  sale  within  two  years  after  they 
shall  have  been  surveyed,  which  we  held  would  be 
peculiarly  oppressive  upon  the  pioneeis  who  had  gone 
to  the  frontier  to  jettle  upon  the  publ.c  lands,  and  to 
which  we  could  never  have  consen  ed.  Now,  Mr. 
Sijeaker,  1  desire  to  state,  in  conclusion,  that  the  com- 
lirom.se  we  have  made  upon  the  subject  is  not  in  accord- 
ance with  what  1  should  desire  to  have  passed,  if  1  had 
the  iiower  to  frame  the  bill  myself ;  but  it  is  the  very  ut- 
most we  could  obtain  from  the  Senate,  as  now  consti- 
tuted. The  Senators  who  served  with  us  on  the  Confe- 
rence have  been  notified  by  me,  and  also  by  my  colleague 
(Mr.  Wmdom,  of  Minnesota,)  that  we  regard  this  as  but 
a  single  stej)  in  advance  toward  a  law  which  we  shall  de- 
mand front  the  American  Congress,  enacting  a  compre- 
hensive and  liberal  Homestead  policy.  This  we  have 
agreed  to  as  merely  an  avant  coarrier.  We  shall  de- 
mand it  at  the  next  session  of  Congress,  and  until  it  is 
granted;  untd  all  the  public  lands  shall  be  open  to  all 
the  people  of  the  United  States  ;  and  I  state  this  publicly, 
that  no  one  shall  regard  us  as  estopped  hereafter,  be- 
cause we  accepted  this  half-way  raeasuie  rather  than  to 
allow  the  whole  to  fail.  I  should  have  added  that  all 
persons,  whether  citizens  or  those  who  have  only  declared 
their  intentions,  are  allowed  to  go  on  the  lands  under 
this  bill ;  but  are  required  to  peifect  their  naturalization 
before  the  five  years  expire,  and  the  patent  issues.  I  now 
demand  the  previous  question  on  concurring  on  tlie  re- 
port of  the  Committee,  and  passing  the  bill  as  thus 
amended. 

Hir.  Farnsworth.— I  desire  to  ask  the  gentleman  from 
Indiana  whether  this  bill  confines  its  benefits  to  those 
who  are  heads  of  families. 

Mr.  Colfax. — It  does,  because  we  failed,  despite  our 
utmost  efforts,  in  procuring  its  extension  to  all ;  but  we 
shall  appeal  to  the  young  men  to  demand  of  those  who 
make  and  who  e.xecute  the  laws,  that  the  system  in- 
augurated by  this  bill,  shall  be  widened  so  as  to  ad.mit 
them  to  its  benefits,  and  I  will  join  them  in  this  demand. 

Mr.  Grow.  —  I  just  desire  to  say  that  we  have  taken  this 
bill,  not  liecause  it  is  what  we  want,  but  on  the  principle 
that  "half  a  loaf  is  belter  than  no  bread." 

The  House  agreed  to  the  Report  of  the  Com- 
mittee, 115  to  51,  as  follows: 

Yi':as. — Messrs.  Ashley,  Babbitt,  Barr,  Bingham,  Francis 
P.  Blair,  Samuel  S.  Blair,  Blake,  Brayton,  Briggs,  Butlin- 
ton,  Burch,  Burlingame,  Burnham,  Butterfielil.  Campbell, 
Carey,  Carter,  Case,  Horace  F.  Clark,  Cobb,  Colfax,  Cor-  _ 
win,  Covode,  Cox,  Curtis,  John  G.  Davis,  Dawes,  Delano, 
Duell,  Dunn,  Edgerton,  lidwards,  Elliot,  Ely,  l-'erry,  Flo- 
rence, Foster,  Frank,  French,  Gooch,  Graliam,  Grow,  Gur- 
ley.  Hale,  Hall,  Haskin,  Helmick,  Hoard,  \Viii.  Howard, 
Humiihrey,  Hutchins,  Junkin,  Francis  W.  Kellogg,  Wm. 
Kellogg,  kenyon,  KiUinger,  DeWitt  C.  Leach,  Eee,  Long- 
neclier,  Loomis,  Alaclay,  Marston,  McKean,  McKnight, 
Mcl'herson,  Millward,  Moorhead,  Mo.rill,  Edward  .Joy 
Morr.s,  Isaac  N.  Morris,  Morse,  Niblack,  Nixon,  Olin, 
Palmer,  Pendleton,  Perry,  Pettit,  I'hellis,  I'orter,  Potter, 
Bice,  Uiggs,- Christopher  Kobinson,  Boyce,  Sedgwick, 
Sherman,  Somes,  Spaulding,  Spinner,  Stanton,  \Wllia,ii 
Stewart,  Stout,  T'appan,  Taylor,  Thayer,  Theaker,  Toiiqi 
kins.  Train,  Tiimble,  Vandever,  Van  Wyck,  Verree, 
Wade,  Walton,  CadwaladerC.  "Washburn,  Eliliu  B.  Wasli- 
burne,  Israel  Washburn,  Wells,  Windoin,  and  Woodruff 
—115. 

Nays— Messrs.  Green  Adams,  William  C.  Anderson, 
Ashmoie,  Avery,  Barksdale,  Bocock,  Bonliam,  Boyce, 
Brabson,  Branch,  Burnett,  Clopton,  Burton  Craige,  C.aw- 
ford,  Curry,  De  Jarnetle,  Gilmer,  Hardeman,  J.  .Morri- 
son Harris,  John  T.  Harris,  Hatton,  Houston,  Jenkins, 
Junes,  Keitt,  Landrum,  James  M.  Leach,  Leake,  J..ove, 
Mallory,  Maynard,  Mccjueen,  Miles,  Millsou,  Sydenham 
Moore,  Nelson,  Peyton,  Quarles,  Keagan,  Uullin,  \Vd 
liam  Smith,  William  N.  H.  Smith,  Stevenson,  Stokes, 
Thomas,  Underwood,  Vance,  Webster,  Winslovv,  Wood- 
son, and  Wright — 51. 

Tlie  nays  arc  all  from  the  Slave  States. 

Tlie  Senate  tigreed  to  the  report  of  the  Con- 
ference Committee,  36  to  2 — Messrs.  Bragg  and 
I'carce. 

The  foHowing  is  the  bill  as  it  was  fiu'ally 
reported  by  the  Conference  Committee  and 
passed  both  Houses : 

AN ACTto  neoure  Jlomesteads  to  actual  settlers  on 

the,  I'ublio  Uomain,  and  for  other  purposes. 

Be  it  enacted,  by  the  Senate  and  lloune  of  Represen- 

tives  of  the   United  States  of  America  in   Confjres* 

assembled,  To. it  any  persou  who  is  the  head  of  a  family, 
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and  a  citiien  of  the  United  States,  shall,  from  ami  after 
the  passage  >>f  tins  act,  be  eiititleil  to  enter  cme  quarlcr- 
Scctiuu  of  vacttiil  atiil  uiiappimiriiiteil  public  laiuls,  ur 
any  lesi  quantity,  to  l>e  located  in  a  boily,  in  coiiforiiiity 
vlth  the  legal  subdivisions  tf  tlie  pub.ic  lands,  after  the 
«»jiie  shall  liavt  been  surveyeil.  upon  the  lollowinff  con- 
ditions :  that  the  person  applying'  for  the  brncflt  of  this 
act  shall,  upon  application  to  the  reulster  of  the  land-ollice 
In  wtuch  he  or  she  is  about  to  make  such  entry,  make 
affidavit  before  the  said  register  or  receiver  of  said  l.ind- 
iiliice  that  he  or  she  Is  the  head  of  a  family,  and  is  actually 
settled  on  the  quarter-section,  or  otiier  subdivision  not 
exceeding  a  quarler-seclion,  proposed  to  be  entered,  ami 
that  such  application  is  made  for  his  or  her  use  and 
brnetii,  or  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  those  specially 
oicutioned  in  this  section,  and  nut  either  directly  or 
indirectly  for  the  use  or  benett.  of  any  other  person  or 
persons  whomsoever,  and  thai  he  or  slie  has  never  at  any 
previous  time,  had  the  bctieflt  of  this  act  ;  apd  upon 
making  the  atlidavit  as  above  riquireil,  and  tiling  the 
same  with  the  resjister,  he  or  she  shall  thereupon  be  per- 
niiite'i  to  enter  the  quantity  of  land  already  specitied  : 
iVi>cWe</,  hoicfcer.  That  no  fin;il  certificate  shall  be 
given,  or  patent  issued  therefor,  until  the  expiration  of 
Bve  years  from  the  date  of  such  entry  ;  and  if,  at  the  ex- 
piration of  such  lime,  the  person  making  such  entry,  or, 
if  he  be  dead,  his  widow,  or,  in  case  of  lier  death,  his 
child  or  clultlren,  or  incase  of  a  widow  making  such 
entry,  her  cliild  or  children,  in  case  of  her  death,  shall 
prove,  by  two  credible  witnesses,  that  he,  she,  or  they — 
that  13  to  say,  some  member  or  members  of  the  same 
family — ^lias  or  have  erecteil  a  dwelling-house  upon  said 
land,  and  continued  to  reside  upon  and  cultivate  the 
tame  for  thettriu  of  five  years,  and  still  reside  upon  the 
Bfttne  (and  that  neither  tiie  said  laud  or  any  part  thereof 
has  been  a-ienated) ;  tlien,  in  such  case,  he,  she,  or  they, 
upon  the  payment  of  "25  cents  per  acre  for  the  quantity 
entered,  shall  be  entitled  to  a  patent,  as  in  other  cases 
provided  by  law:  And prurided farther.  In  case  of  the 
deatii  of  both  father  and  mother,  leaving  a  minor  child  or 
cnlUlren,  the  right  and  the  fee  shall  inure  to  the  benefit 
uf  said  minor  ctiild  or  chdtlren,and  the  guardian  shall  be 
a  ithor,Ee<i  to  perfect  the  entry  for  the  beneficiaries,  as  if 
there  had  been  a  continued  residence  of  the  settler  for 
fiv.e  years.  I'roritted,  That  nothing  In  this  section  shall 
be  so  construed  as  to  embrace  or  in  any  way  include  any 
quarter-section  or  fractional  quarter-section  of  land  upon 
wiiich  any  preismption  rigtit  has  l>een  acquired  prior  to  the 
passage  of  this  act.  And  provided  further,  Tnat  all  en- 
tries made  under  the  provisions  of  i his  secti^m,  upon  laiidn 
fohicJihace  not ''.  •*'  ■  'for  pulilic  xale,  shall  be  cun- 
Jlaedtoand  «;/.  Uifi'jnuted  by  odd  numbers. 

%  i.  A  nd  be  it  J  ..  :  .  .  ;  acted,  That  the  register  of  the 
Land  Office  shall'note  all  such  applications  on'the  tract 
books  and  plats  of  his  office,  and  keep  a  register  of  all 
such  entries,  and  make  return  thereof  to  the  General 
Land  Office,  together  with  the  proof  upon  which  they 
liave  been  founded. 

§  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  no  land  acquired 
under  the  provisions  of  this  act  shall  in  any  event,  be- 
come liable  to  the  satisfaction  of  any  debt  or  debts  until 
after  the  issuing  of  the  patent  therefor. 

§  4.  An^l  be  it  further  &n(tcted.  That  If,  at  any  time 
after  filing  the  affidavit,  as  required  in  the  first  section 
of  this  act,  and  before  the  exiiiration  of  the  five  years 
aforesaid,  it  shall  be  proved,  after  due  notice  to  the  set- 
tler, to  the  satisfaction  of  the  register  of  the  Land  Office, 
that  the  person  having  filed  such  affidavit  shall  have 
sworn  falsely  in  any  particular,  or  shall  have  voluntarily 
abandoned  the  possession  and  cultivation  of  the  said 
land  for  more  than  six  months  at  any  time,  or  sold  his 
right  under  the  entry,  then,  and  in  cither  of  those 
events,  the  register  shall  cancel  the  entry,  and  the  land  so 
entered  ^hall  revert  to  the  Government,  and  be  disposed 
of  as  other  publ.c  lands  ae  now  by  law,  sut)ject  to  an 
appeal  to  the  Secre.ary  of  the  Interior.  And  in  no  case 
shall  any  lanil,  the  entry  whereof  shall  have  been  ciin- 
celled,  again  be  subject  to  occupation,  or  entry,  or  pur- 
cliase,  until  the  same  shall  have  been  reported  to  the 
General  Land  Office,  and,  by  the  direction  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Cn.ted  ^States,  again  advertised  and  olfered 
at  public  sale. 

§  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  if  any  person, 
DOW  or  hereafter,  a  resident  of  any  one  of  the  States  or 
Territories,  and  not  a  citizen  of  the  United  Stales,  but 
who  at  the  time  of  making  such  application  for  the  bene- 
fit of  this  act,  nhtill  hari  Jiled  a  declaration  of  inten- 
tion, as  required  by  the  naturalization  laws  of  the 
United  States,  and  shall  have  become  a  citizen  of  the 
same  before  the  issuing  of  the  patent  as  provided  for  in 
tills  act,  such  person  shall  be  entitled  to  all  the  rights 
conferred  by  this  act. 

§6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  Tha,t  no  Individual 


shrill  be  permitted  to  enter  more  than  one  quarter-sec- 
tion or  fractional  iiuarter-section,  and  that  in  a  coiiipacl 
body  ;  but  entries  may  be  made  at  dille.ent  times,  under 
the  provisions  of  this  act ;  and  that  the  Secretary  of  the 
Interior  is  hereby  reqi.ired  to  prepare  and  issue,  from 
time  to  time,  such  rules  anil  regulations,  consistent  with 
this  act,  as  shall  be  necessary  and  proper  to  carry  its 
provisions  Into  effect;  and  that  ttie  legisters  and  re- 
ceivers of  the  several  land  offices  shall  be  entitled  to 
receive,  upon  the  filing  of  the  first  affidavit,  the  sum  of 
60  cents  each  and  a  like  sum  upon  the  issuing  of  the 
final  certiticat*.  Hut  this  shall  not  be  constiued  to  en- 
large the  maxin.um  of  compensation  now  prescribed  by 
law  for  any  register  or  leceiver;  J'rovided,  That  no- 
thing in  this  act  shall  be  so  construed  as  to  impair  the 
existing  preemption,  donation,  or  graduation  laws,  or  to 
embrace  lands  which  have  been  reserved  to  be  sold  or 
entered  at  the  price  of  |2  So  per  acre  ;  but  no  eiitri/, 
under  gaiil  graduation  act,  «haU  be  iilloired  until 
after  proof  of  actual  settleiiteut  aiul  culliratlon  or  oc- 
cupanci/  for  at  leant  tJiree  mout/us,  as  provided  for  in 
Sec.  3  of  the  said  act. 

§  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  each  actual  set- 
tler upon  lands  of  the  United  States,  which  have  not  been 
offered  at  public  sale,  upon  filing  his  declaration  or  claim, 
as  now  required  by  law,  shall  be  entitled  to  two  years 
from  the  commencement  of  his  o^.cupalion  or  settlement ; 
or,  if  the  lands  have  not  been  surveyed,  two  years  fiom 
the  receipt  of  the  approved  plat  of  such  lauds  at  the  Dis- 
trict Land  Office,  within  which  to  complete  the  proofs  of 
his  said  claim,  and  to  enter  and  pay  for  the  land  so 
claimed,  at  minhuum  price  of  such  lands  ;  and  where  such 
settlements  have  already  been  made  in  good  faith,  the 
claimant  shall  be  entitled"  to  the  said  period  of  two  years 
from  and  after  the  date  of  tliis  act ;  I'rocided,  That  no 
claim  of  preemption  shall  be  allowed  for  more  than  100 
acres,  or  one-quarter  section  of  land,  nor  shall  any  such 
claim  be  admitted  under  the  jirovisioiis  of  this  act,  unless 
there  shall  have  been  at  least  three  months  of  actual  and 
continuous  residence  upon  and  cultivation  of  the  land  so 
claimed  from  the  date  of  settlement,  and  proof  thereof 
made  according  to  law  ;  J'nn'ided  further.  That  any 
claimant  under  the  preemption  laws  may  take  less  than 
IGO  acres  by  legal  subdivisions  ;  Provided  further.  That 
all  persons  who  are  j/reeiiijitors,  on  the  date  of  this  act, 
shall,  i(/«>;i  the pa>/inent  to  the  proper  authority  of  61^ 
centH  per  ace,  if  pit  id  iritMn  two  years  from  the  pas- 
sage of  this  act,  be  entitled  to  a  patent  from  the  Govern- 
ment, as  now  provided  by  the  existing  preemi)tion  laws, 

§  !>.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  5th  section 
of  the  act  entitled  "  An  act  in  addition  to  an  act  more 
effectually  to  provide  for  the  punishment  of  certain  crimes 
against  the  United  States,  and  for  otiier  purposes,"  ap- 
proved the  .3d  of  March,  in  the  year  IjOT,  shall  extend  to 
all  oaths,  affirmations,  and  affidavits  required  or  author- 
ized by  this  act. 

§  y.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  nothing  in  this 
act  shall  be  so  construed  as  to  prevent  a::y  person  who 
has  availed  him  or  herself  of  the  benefit  of  the  first  section 
of  this  act  from  paying  the  minimum  price,  or  the  i>rlce 
to  which  the  same  may  have  graduated,  for  the  quantity 
of  land  so  entered  at  any  time  aflt-r  .-m  actual  settlement 
of  six  months,  and  before  the  expiration  of  the  five  years, 
and  obtahiing  a  patent  therefor  from  the  Government,  as 
in  other  cases  provided  by  law. 

§  10.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  all  lands  lying 
within  the  lindts  of  a  State  which  have  been  subject  to 
sale  at  private  entry,  and  which  remain  unsold  alter  the 
lapse  of  thirty  year.s,  shall  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby, 
cedeil  to  the  State  in  which  the  same  may  be  situated  ; 
Provided,  These  ci -.vsions  shall  in  no  way  invalidate  any 
inceptive  preemption  right  or  location,  or  any  entry  under 
this  act,  nor  any  sale  or  sales  which  may  be  maile  by  the 
United  States  before  the  lands  hereby  ceded  shall  be  cer- 
tified to  the  .State,  as  they  are  hereby  required  to  be,  jnder 
such  regulations  as  may  be  prescribed  by  *.hc  Secretary 
of  the  Interior.  A  nd  provided  farther.  That  no  cesjioiis 
shall  take  effect  until  after  the  States,  by  legblalive  act, 
shall  have  assented  to  Uie  same. 

On  thp  23(1,  the  Presiilent  rettirned  tlie  bill  to 
the  Senate  with  liis  veto,  as  lollowii: 

THE  HOMESTEAD  BILL. 

VETO    MESSAOi::    OF    THE    PUES,IUE.NT. 

To  the  Senate  of  the  United  State*. 

I  return,  with  my  objections,  to  the  Senate,  in  wnich 
it  originated,  the  bll  cntitls'  'An  act  to  secure  llome- 
steac^  to  actual  settlers  on  the  public  domain  and  for 
other  purposes,"  presented  to  me  on  the  20th  lOstant. 
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This  hill  gives  to  every  citizen  of  the  United  States, 
"who  is  the  head  of  a  family,"  and  to  every  person  of 
foreign  birth  residing  in  the  country,  who  has  declared 
his  intention  to  become  a  citizen,  though  he  may  not  be 
the  head  of  a  family,  the  privilege  of  appropriating  to 
himself  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  Government 
land,  of  settling  and  residing  upon  it  for  live  years  ;  and 
should  his  residence  continue  until  the  end  of  this  period, 
he  shall  then  receive  a  patent  on  the  payment  of  twenty- 
five  cents  per  acre,  or  one-fifth  of  the  present  Govern- 
ment price.  During  this  period,  the  land  is  protected 
from  all  the  debts  of  the  settler. 

This  bin  also  contains  a  cession  to  the  States  of  all  the 
public  lands  within  their  respective  limits  "  which  have 
been  subject  to  sale  at  private  entry,  and  which  remain 
unsold  after  the  lapse  of  thirty  years."  This  provision 
embraces  a  present  donation  to  the  states  of  twelve  mil- 
lions two  hundred  and  twenty-nine  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  thirty-one  acres,  and  will,  from  time  to  time, 
transfer  to  them  large  bodies  of  such  lands  which,  froA 
peculiar  circumstances,  may  not  be  absorbed  by  private 
purchase  and  settlement. 

To  the  actual  settler,  this  bill  does  not  make  an  abso- 
lute donation  ;  but  the  price  is  so  small  that  it  can 
scarcely  be  called  a  sale.  It  is  nominally  twenty-five 
ceuts  per  acre;  but  considering  this  is  not  to  be  paid  un- 
til the  end  of  five  years,  it  is,  in  fact,  reduced  to  about 
eighteen  cents  per  acre,  or  one-seventh  of  the  present 
minimum  price  of  the  public  lands.  In  regard  to  the 
States,  it  is  an  absolute  and  unqualified  gift. 

I.  This  state  of  the  facts  raises  the  question  whether 
Congress,  under  the  Constitution,  has  the  power  to  give 
away  the  public  lands,  either  to  States  or  individuals. 
On  this  question,  I  expressed  a  decided  opinion  in  my 
message  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  of  the  24th 
February,  1S59,  returning  the  agricultural  college  bill. 
This  opinion  remains  unchanged.  The  argument  then 
used  applies,  as  a  constitutional  objection,  with  the 
greater  force  to  the  present  bill.  Theie  it  had  the  plea 
of  consideration,  growing  out  of  a  specific  beneficial  pur- 
pose ;  here,  it  is  an  absolute  gratuity  to  the  State  without 
the  pretext  of  consideration.  I  aui  compelled,  for  want 
of  time,  in  these  last  hours  of  the  session,  to  quote 
largely  from  this  message 

1  p  esume  the  general  proposition  will  be  admitted, 
that  Congress  does  not  possess  the  powe;-  to  make  do- 
nations of  money,  already  in  the  Treasury,  raised  by 
taxes  on  the  people,  either  to  States  or  individuals. 

But  it  is  contended  that  the  public  lands  are  placed 
upon  a  diil'erent  footing  from  money  raised  by  taxation, 
and  that  the  proceeds  arising  from  their  sale  are  not 
subject  to  the  limitations  of  the  Constitution,  but  may 
be  appropriated  or  given  away  bj'  Congress,  at  its  own 
discretion,  to  States,  corporations,  or  individuals,  for 
any  purpose  they  may  deem  expedient. 

The  advocates  of  this  bill  attempt  to  sustain  their  po- 
sition upon  the  language  of  tlie  second  clause  of  the 
third  section  of  the  fourth  article  of  tlie  Constitution, 
which  declares  that  "  the  Congress  shall  have  power  to 
dispose  of,  and  make  all  needful  rules  and  regulations 
-■especting  the  territory  or  other  property  belonging  to 
the  United  States."  They  contend  that,  by  a  fair  inter- 
pretation of  the  words  "dispose  of"  in  this  clause. 
Congress  possesses  the  power  to  make  this  gift  of  pub- 
lic lands  to  the  States  for  purposes  of  education. 

It  would  require  clear  and  strong  evidence  to  induce 
the  belief  that  the  framers  of  the  Constitution,  after 
having  limited  the  powers  of  Congress  to  certain,  pre- 
cise, and  specific  objects,  intended,  by  employing  the 
words  "  dispose  of,"  to  give  that  body  unlimited  power 
over  the  vast  public  domain.  It  would  be  a  strange 
anomaly  ii.deed,  to  have  created  two  funds,  the  one  by 
taxation,  confined  to  the  execution  of  the  enumerated 
powers  delegated  to  Congress,  and  the  other  from 
the  public  lands,  applicable  to  all  subjects,  foreign  and 
domestic,  which  Congress  might  designate.  That  this 
fund  siiould  be  "disposed  of,"  not  to  pay  the  debts  of 
the  United  States,  nor  "  to  raise  and  support  armies," 
nor  "  to  jjrovide  and  maintain  a  navy,"  nor  to  accom- 
plish any  one  of  the  other  great  objects  enumerated  in 
the  Constitution,  but  be  diverted  from  them  to  pay  the 
debts  of  the  States,  to  educate  their  people,  and  to 
carry  into  effect  any  other  measure  of  their  domestic 
jiolicy — this  would  be  to  confer  upon  Congress  a  vast 
and  irresponsilde  authority,  utterly  at  war  with  the 
well-known  jealousy  of  the  Federal  power  which  pre- 
vailed at  the  formation  of  the  Constitution.  The  na- 
tural intendment  would  be  that,  as  the  Constitution 
confined  Congress  to  well-defined  specific  powers,  the 
funds  placed  at  their  command,  whether  in  land  or 
money,  should  be  appropriated  to  the  performance  of 
the  duties  corresponding  with  these  poweis.  If  not,  a 
Government  has  been  created,  with  all  its  other  powe.s 


carefully  limited,  but  without  any  limitation  in  respect 
to  the  public  lands. 

But  1  cannot  so  read  the  words  "disposed  of"  as  to 
make  them  embrace  the  idea  of  "giving  away."  The 
true  meaning  of  words  is  always  to  be  ascertained  by  the 
subject  to  which  they  are  applied,  and  the  known  gi  neral 
intent  of  the  lawgiver.  Congress  is  trustee  under  the 
Constitution  for  the  people  of  the  United  States  to  "  dis- 
pose of"  their  public  lands,  and  I  think  I  may  venture  to 
assert  with  confidence  that  no  case  can  be  found  in  which 
a  trustee  in  the  position  of  Congress  has  been  authorized 
to  "  dispone  of"  property  by  its  owner,  \\here  it  has  ever 
been  held  that  these  words  authorized  such  trustee  to  give 
away  the  fund  intrusted  to  his  care.  No  trustee,  when 
called  upon  to  account  for  the  disposition  of  the  property 
placed  under  his  management  before  any  judicial  tribu- 
nal, would  venture  to  present  such  a  plea  in  his  defense. 
The  true  meaning  of  these  words  is  clearly  stated  by 
Chief  Justice  Taney  in  delivering  the  opinion  of  the  Court 
(19  Howard,  p.  436).  He  says,  in  reference  to  this  clause 
of  the  Constitution,  "It  begins  its  enumeration  of  powers 
by  that  of  dkijosing ;  in  other  words,  making  sale  of  the 
lands,  or  raising  money  from  them,  which,  as  we  have  al- 
ready said,  was  the  main  object  of  the  cession  (from  the 
States),  and  which  is  the  first  thing  provided  for  in  the 
article."  It  is  unnecessary  to  refer  to  the  history  of  the 
times  to  establish  the  known  fact  that  this  statement  of 
the  Chief  Justice  is  perfectly  well  founded.  That  it  never 
was  intended  by  the  framers  of  the  Constitution  that  these 
lands  should  be  given  away  by  Congress  is  manifest  from 
the  concluding  portion  of  the  same  clause.  By  it.  Con- 
gress has  power  not  only  "to  dispose  of "  the  territory, 
but  of  the  "  other  property  of  the  United  States."  In  the 
language  of  the  Chief  Justice  (p.  437),  "And  the  same 
power  of  making  needful  rules  respecting  the  territory  is 
in  precisely  the  same  language  applied  to  the  other  pro- 
perty of  the  United  States,  associating  the  power  over  the 
territory,  in  this  respect,  with  the  power  over  movable  or 
personal  property — that  is,  the  ships,  arms,  or  munitions 
of  war,  which  then  belonged  in  common  to  the  State  sove- 
reignties." 

The  question  is  still  clearer  in  regard  to  the  public  lands 
in  the  States  and  Territories  within  the  Louisiana  and 
Florida  purchases.  These  lands  were  paid  for  out  of  the 
public  Treasury  from  money  raised  by  taxation.  Now,  if 
Congress  had  no  power  to  appropriate  the  money  with 
which  these  lands  were  purchased,  is  it  not  clear  that  the 
power  over  the  lands  is  equally  limited  ?  The  mere  con- 
version of  this  money  into  laud  could  not  confer  upon 
Congress  new  power  over  the  disposition  of  land  which 
they  had  not  possessed  over  money.  If  it  could,  then  .t 
trustee,  by  changing  the  character  of  the  fund  intrusted 
to  his  care  for  special  objects  from  money  into  land,  might 
give  the  land  away,  or  devote  it  to  any  purpose  he  thought 
proper,  however  foreign  from  the  trust.  The  inference  is 
irresistible  that  this  land  partakes  of  the  very  same  cha- 
racter with  the  money  paid  for  it,  and  can  be  devoted  to 
no  ol)jects  different  from  those  to  which  the  money  could 
have  been  devoted.  If  this  were  not  the  case,  then,  hy 
the  purchase  of  a  new  Territory  from  a  foreign  govern- 
ment out  of  the  public  Treasury,  Congr-ess  could  enlarge 
their  own  powers,  and  appropriate  the  proceeds  of  the 
sales  of  the  land  thus  purchased,  at  their  own  discretion, 
to  other  and  far  different  objects  from  what  tliey  could 
have  applied  the  purchase  money  which  had  beeu  raised 
by  taxation. 

II.  It  will  prove  unequal  and  unjust  in  its  operation 
among  ihe  actual  settlers  themselves. 

The  first  settlers  of  a  new  country  are  a  most  merito 
rious  class.  They  brave  the  dangers  of  savage  warfare, 
suffer  the  privations  of  a  frontier  lif>-,  and,  with  the  hand 
of  toil,  bring  the  wilderness  into  cultivation.  The  "  old 
settlers,"  as  they  are  everywhere  called,  are  pul)lic  bene- 
factors. This  class  have  all  paid  for  their  lands,  the 
government  price,  or  .$1  25  per  acre.  Tliey  have  con- 
structeil  roads,  established  schools,  and  laiii  the  founda- 
tion of  prosperous  Commonwealths.  Is  it  just,  is  it 
equal,  that,  after  they  have  accomplished  all  tliis  by  their 
labor,  new  settlers  should  come  in  among  theiu  and  re- 
ceiv-^  their  fHrms  at  the  price  of  twenty-five  or  eighteen 
cents  per  acre  ?  Surely  the  old  settlers,  as  a  class,  are 
entitled  to  at  least  eqiial  benefits  with  tl'.e  new.  If  you 
give  the  new  settlers  their  lands  for  a  comparatively 
nominal  price,  upon  every  principle  of  equality  and 
justice,  you  will  be  obliged  to  refund  out  of  the  common 
Treasury  the  difference  which  the  old  have  paid  above 
the  new  settlers  for  their  land. 

III.  Tills  bill  will  do  great  injustice  to  the  old  soldiers 
who  have  received  land  warrants  for  their  services  in 
fighting  the  battles  of  their  country.  It  will  greatly 
reduce  the  market  value  of  these  warrants.  Already 
their  value  has  sunk,  lor  one  hundred  and  sixty  acre 
warrants,  to  sixty-seven  cents  per  acre,  under  au  appre- 
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hension  that  such  a  measure  as  this  mipht  become  a  law.  | 
What  price  would  they  comnmml,  when  any  liead  of  a 
family  may  take  possession  of  a  quarter  section  of  land, 
and  not  pay  for  it  until  the  end  of  live  years,  and  then 
at  the  rale  of  only  iwenly-Cve  cents  per  acref  The 
magnitude  of  the  interest  to  be  affected  will  appear  in  the 
fiici  that  there  are  out>tandiug  unsatisfied  land  warrants 
reaching  back  to  the  last  war  with  great  Itritain,  and 
L-Vtru  Kevolutionary  times,  amounting  iu  round  numbers, 
to  seven  and  a  half  millions  acres. 

IV.  This  bill  will  prove  unequal  and  unjust  in  its  opera- 
tion, because,  from  iis  nature,  it  is  contincd  to  one  class 
of  our  people,  li  is  a  boon  expressly  conferred  upon  the 
cultivators  of  the  soil.  While  it  is  cheerfully  admitted 
thnt  these  are  the  most  numerous  and  useful  class  of  our 
feilow-ciliitns,  and  emineutiy  deserve  all  the  advantages 
which  our  laws  have  already  extended  to  them,  yet  there 
tbould  be  no  new  legislation  which  would  operate  to  the 
Injury  or  embarrassment  of  the  large  body  of  respectable 
artisans  and  laborers.  The  mechanic  wlio  emigrates  to 
tiie  West,  and  pursues  his  calling,  must  labor  long  before 
he  can  purchase  a  quarter-section  of  land  ;  while  the 
tiller  of  the  soil  who  accompanies  him  obtains  a  farm  at 
once  by  the  bounty  of  the  Government.  The  Dumtrous 
body  of  mechanics  in  our  large  cities  cannot,  even  by 
emigrating  to  the  West,  take  advantage  of  the  provisions 
of  this  bill  without  entering  upon  a  new  occupation,  for 
which  their  habits  of  life  have  rendered  them  unfit. 

V.  This  bill  is  unjust  to  the  old  States  of  the  Union  in 
many  respects;  and  among  these  States,  so  far  as  the 
public  lands  are  concerned,  we  may  enumerate  every 
State  east  of  the  Mississippi,  with  the  exception  of  W  is- 
consin  and  a  portion  of  Minnesota. 

It  is  a  common  belief,  within  their  limits,  that  the  older 
States  of  the  Confederacy  do  not  derive  their  propor- 
tionate benefit  from  the  public  lands.  This  is  not  a  just 
opinion.  It  is  doubtful  whether  they  could  be  rendered 
mure  beneficial  to  these  States  under  any  other  system 
than  that  which  at  present  exists.  Their  proceeds  go  into 
the  common  Treasury  to  accomplish  the  objects  of  the 
Government,  and  iu  tliis  manner  all  the  States  are  bene- 
fited in  just  proportion.  But  to  give  this  common  inherit- 
ance away  would  deprive  the  old  States  of  their  just 
proportion  of  this  revenue,  without  holding  out  any,  the 
least,  corresponding  advantage.  While  it  is  our  common 
glory  that  the  new  States  have  become  so  prosperous  and 
populous,  there  is  no  good  reason  why  the  old  States 
should  olTer  premiums  to  their  own  citizens  to  emigrate 
from  them  to  the  West.  That  land  of  promise  presents  in 
itself  sufficient  allurements  to  our  young  and  enterprising 
citizens,  without  any  adventitious  aid.  The  offer  of  free 
farms  would  probably  have  a  powerful  effect  in  encourag- 
ing emigration,  especially  from  States  like  Illinois,  Ten- 
nessee, and  Kentucky,  to  the  west  of  the  Mississippi,  and 
could  not  fail  to  reduce  the  price  of  property  within  their 
limits.  An  individual  in  States  thus  situated  would  not 
pay  its  fair  value  for  land  when,  by  crossing  the  Mississip- 
pi, he  could  go  upon  the  public  lands,  and  obtain  a  farm 
almost  without  money  and  without  price. 

VI.  This  bill  will  open  one  vast  field  for  speculation. 
Men  will  not  pay  $1  25  for  lands,  when  they  can  pur- 
chase them  for  one-fifth  of  that  price.  Large  numbers  of 
actual  settlers  will  be  carried  out  by  capitalists  upon 
agreements  to  give  them  half  of  the  land  for  the  improve- 
ment of  the  other  half.  This  cannot  be  avoided.  Secret 
agreements  of  this  kind  will  be  numerous.  In  the  entry 
of  graduated  lands,  the  experience  of  the  Land  Office 
justifies  tliis  objection. 

VII.  We  ought  ever  to  maintain  the  most  perfect 
equality  between  native  and  naturalized  citizens.  They 
are  equal,  and  ought  always  to  remain  equal,  before  the 
laws.  Our  laws  welcome  foreigners  to  our  shores,  and 
their  rights  will  ever  be  respected.  While  these  are  the 
sentiments  on  which  I  have  acted  through  life,  it  is  not, 
in  my  opinion,  expedient  to  proclaim  to  all  the  nations  of 
the  earth  that  whoever  shall  arrive  in  this  country  from 
a  foreign  shore,  and  declare  his  intention  to  become  a 
citizen,  shall  receive  a  farm  of  lOO  acres,  at  a  cost  of  2o 
or  20  cents  per  acre,  if  he  will  only  reside  on  it  and  culti- 
vate it.  The  invitation  extends  to  all ;  and  if  this  bill 
becomes  a  law,  we  may  have  numerous  actual  settlers 
from  China,  and  other  Eastern  nations,  enjoying  its  bene- 
fits on  the  great  Pacific  slope.  The  bill  makes  a  distinc- 
tion in  favor  of  such  persons  over  native  andna'.uralized 
c.tizens.  When  applied  to  such  citizens,  it  is  confined  to 
such  as  are  the  heads  of  families  ;  but  when  applicable  to 
persons  of  foreign  birth  recently  arrived  ou  our  shores, 
there  is  no  such  restriction.  Such  persons  need  not  be 
the  heads  of  families,  provided  they  have  filed  a  declara- 
tion of  intention  to  become  citizens.      Perhaps  this  dis- 


tinction was  an  inadvertence ;  but,  it  Is,  nevertheless,  a 
part  of  the  bill. 

VIII.  The  bill  creates  an  unjust  distinction  between 
persons  claiming  ?he  benefit  of  the  preemption  laws. 
While  it  reduces  the  price  of  the  land  to  existing  prei  iiip. 
tors  to  G24  cents  per  acre,  and  gives  them  a  credit  on  this 
sum  for  two  years  from  the  present  date,  no  matter  how 
long  they  may  have  hitherto  enjoyed  the  land,  futu  e 
preempiors  will  be  compelled  to  pay  double  this  price 
per  acre.  There  is  no  reason  or  justice  in  this  discrimi- 
nation. 

IX.  The  effect  of  this  bill  on  the  public  revenue  must 
be  apparent  to  all.  ^hould  it  become  a  law,  the  reduc- 
tion of  the  price  of  lands  to  actual  settlers  to  '.'5  cents 
per  acre  with  a  credit  of  five  years,  and  the  reduction  of 
Its  price  to  existing  preemptors  to  62t  cents  per  acre, 
with  a  credit  of  two  years  will  so  diminish  the  sale  of 
other  public  lands  as  to  render  the  expectation  of  future 
revenue  from  that  source  beyond  the  expenses  of  survey 
and  management  illusory.  The  Secretary  of  the  Interior 
estimated  the  revenue  from  the  public  lands  for  the  next 
fiscal  year  at  $4,000,000  on  the  presumption  that  the 
present  land  system  would  remain  unchanged.  Should 
this  bill  become  a  law,  he  does  not  believe  that  |l,00O,i  00 
will  be  derived  from  this  source. 

This  bill  lays  the  ax  at  the  root  of  our  present  admirable 
land  system.  The  public  land  is  an  inheritance  of  vast 
value  to  us  and  to  our  descendants.  It  is  a  resource  to 
which  we  can  resort  in  the  hour  of  difficulty  and  danger. 
It  has  been  managed  heretofore  with  the  greatest  wisdom, 
under  existing  laws.  In  this  management,  the  rights  of 
actual  settlers  have  been  conciliated  with  the  interests 
of  the  Government.  The  price  to  all  has  been  reduced 
from  |2  per  acre  to  $1  2.j  for  fresh  lands,  and  the  claims 
of  actual  settlers  have  been  secured  by  our  preemption 
laws.  Any  man  can  now  acquire  a  title  in  fee-simple  to 
a  homestead  of  60  acres,  at  the  minimum  price  of  $1  25 
per  acre  for  $100.  Should  the  present  system  remain, 
we  shall  derive  a  revenue  from  the  public  lands  of 
110,000,000  per  annum,  when  the  bounty  land  waiTanta 
are  satisfied,  without  oppression  to  any  human  being. 
In  the  time  of  war,  when  all  other  sources  of  revenue  are 
seriously  impaired,  this  will  remain  intact.  It  may  be- 
come the  best  security  for  public  loans  hereafter,  in 
times  of  difiiculty  and  danger,  as  it  has  been  heretofore. 
W  hy  should  we  impair  or  destroy  this  system  at  the  pre- 
sent moment?     What  necessity  exists  for  it? 

The  people  of  the  United  States  have  advanced  with 
steady  but  rapid  strides  to  their  present  condition  ol 
power  and  prosperity.  They  have  been  guided  in  their 
progress  by  the  fixed  principle  of  protecting  the  equal 
rights  of  all,  whether  they  be  rich  or  poor.  No  agrarian 
sentiment  has  ever  prevailed  among  them.  Tlie  honest 
poor  man,  by  frugality  and  industry  can,  in  any  part  of 
our  country,  acquire  a  competence  for  himself  and  his 
family,  and  in  doing  this  he  feels  that  he  eats  the  bread 
of  independence.  He  desi;es  no  charity,  either  from  the 
government  or  from  his  neighbors.  This  bill,  which  proposes 
to  give  him  land  at  an  almost  nominal  price,  out  of  the 
property  of  the  government,  will  go  far  to  demoralize 
the  people,  and  repress  this  noble  spirit  of  independence. 
It  may  introduce  among  us  those  pernicious  social 
theories  which  have  proved  so  disastrous  in  other  coun- 
tries. JaUES  BlCUAKAS. 

WASHisGTOJt,  June  22, 1860. 

Ill  the  Senate  the  question,  Shall  this  bill 
pass  notwithstanding  the  objections  of  the  Pre- 
sident ?  was  put  and  lost,  as  follows  : 

Vk.\s — Messrs.  Anthony,  Broicn,  Chandle.,  Clark, 
Doolittle,  Durkee,  Kessenden,  Fitch,  Foot,  Foster,  O'win, 
Hale,  Hamlin,  Harlan,  King,  Lane,Latliam,  Sicholxon, 
I'ulk,  J'ayhy  /{ice,  Simmons,  Sumner,  Ten  Eyck,  Trum- 
bull, Wade,  Wilkinson,  and  Wilson. 

Republicans  in  Roman,  19 ;  Democrats  in 
Jtalics,  y.     Total,  28. 

Nays— Messrs.  Bragg,  Chesnut,  Crittendks,  Davis, 
Fitzpatrick,  Green,  Hemphill,  Hunter,  Iverson,  JohnsoQ 
(Tenn.),  Johnson  (Ai  k.),  Mallory,  Mason,  Pearce,  Powell, 
Sebastian,  Wigfall,  Vulee— IS. 

All  from  the  South,  and  all  Democrats,  ex- 
cept Mr.  Crittenden  (Am.),  of  Kentucky. 
Several  Senators  were  paired,  which  accounts 
for  the  light  vote.  So  the  bill  failed,  not  hav- 
ing received  the  requisite  two-thirds  vote  neces- 
sary to  pass  it  over  the  Executive  Veto. 
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A  POLITICAL  TEXT-BOOK  FOR  1860. 


DEMOCRATIC  PLATFORM, 


ADOPTED  BY   THE   UNITED   STATES    SENATE. 


On  the  first  of  March,  I860,  Mr.  Davis,  of 
Mississippi,  submitted  to  the  Seiiato  the  follow- 
ing Resolutions : 

1.  Hesol/Bed,  that  in  the  adoption  of  the  Federal  Con- 
stitution, the  States  adopting  the  same  acted  severally 
as  free  and  independent  sovereignties,  delegating  a  por- 
tion of  their  powers  to  be  exercised  by  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment for  the  increased  security  of  each  against 
dangers,  f/oj/ifi'^/c  as  well  as  foreign;  and  that  any  in- 
termeddling by  any  one  or  more  States,  or  by  a  combi- 
nation of  their  cit.zens,  with  the  domestic  institutions  of 
the  others,  on  any  pretext  whatever,  political,  moral, 
or  religious,  with  a  view  to  their  disturbance  or  subver- 
sion, is  in  violation  of  the  Constitution,  insulting  to  the 
States  £o  interfered  with,  endangers  their  domestic  peace 
and  tranquillity — objects  for  which  the  Constitution  was 
formed — and  by  necessary  consequence,  tends  to  weaken 
and  destroy  the  Union  itself. 

2.  Resolved,  That  negro  Slavery,  as  it  exists  in  fifteen 
States  of  this  Union,  composes  an  important  portion  of 
their  domestic  institutions,  inherited  from  their  ances- 
tors, and  existing  at  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution,  by 
which  it  is  recognized  as  constituting  an  important  ele- 
ment in  the  apportionment  of  powers  among  the  States  ; 
and  that  no  change  of  opinion  or  feeling  on  the  part  of 
the  non-flaveholding  States  of  tlie  Union,  in  relation  to 
this  institution,  can  justify  them,  or  their  citizens,  in 
open  or  covert  attacks  thereon, with  a  view  to  its  over- 
throw ;  and  that  all  such  attacks  are  in  manifest  viola- 
tion of  tlie  mutual  and  solemn  pledge  to  protect  and  de- 
fend each  other,  given  by  the  States  respectively  on  en- 
tei  ing  into  the  constitutional  coinpact  which  formed  the 
Union,  and  are  a  manifest  breach  of  faith,  and  a  viola- 
tion of  the  most  solemn  obligations. 

8.  liesolved.  That  the  Union  of  these  States  rests  on 
the  equality  of  rights  and  privileges  among  its  mem- 
bers ;  and  that  it  is  especially  the  duty  of  the  Senate, 
which  represents  the  States  in  their  sovereign  capacity, 
to  resist  all  attempts  to  discriminate  either  in  relation 
to  persons  or  property  in  the  Territories,  which  are  the 
common  possessions  of  the  United  States,  so  as  to  give 
advantages  to  the  citizens  of  one  State  which  are  not 
equally  assured  to  those  of  every  other  State. 

4.  liesolved.  That  neither  Congress  nor  a  Territorial 
Legislature,  whether  by  direct  legislation  or  legislation 
of  an  indirect  and  unfriendly  character,  possess  power 
to  annul  or  impair  the  constitutional  right  of  any  citizen 
•of  the  United  Slates  to  take  his  slave  property  into  the 
common  Territories,  and  there  hold  and  enjoy  the  same 
while  tlie  Territorial  condition  remains. 

5.  Eenol/ved,  That  if  experience  should  at  any  time 
prove  that  the  judicial  and  executive  authority  do  not 
possess  means  to  insure  adequate  protection  to  consti- 
tutional rights  in  a  Territory,  and  if  the  Territorial  Gov- 
ernment should  fail  or  refuse  to  provide  the  necessary 
remedies  for  that  purpose,  it  will  be  the  duty  of  Congress 
to  supply  such  deficiency. 

6.  liciiol'ved,  That  the  inhabitants  of  a  Territory  of 
the  United  States,  when  they  rightfully  form  a  con- 
stitution to  be  admitted  as  a  State  into  the  Union,  may 
then,  for  the  first  time,  like  the  people  of  a  State  when 
forming  a  new  Constiluiion,  decide  for  themselves 
whetlier  Slavery,  as  a  domestic  institution,  shall  be 
maintained  or  prohibited  within  their  jurisdiction  ;  and 
"  they  shall  be  received  into  the  Union  with  or  without 
Slavery,  as  their  Constitution  may  prescribe  at  the  time 
of  tlieir  admission." 

7.  Uenolved,  That  the  provision  of  the  Constitu- 
tion for  the  rendition  of  fugitives  from  service  or  labor, 
without  the  adoption  of  which  the  Union  could  not  have 
been  formed,  and  that  the  laws  of  1793  and  liiSO,  which 
were  enacted  to  secure  its  execution,  and  the  main  fea- 
tures of  wh.ch,  being  similar,  bear  the  iuipress  of  nearly 
■seventy  ye'irs  of  sanction  by  the  highest  judicial  author- 
ity, should  be  honestly  and  faithfully  observed  and 
imainla  lied  by  all  who  enjoy  the  benelits  of  our  com- 
jiacl  of  Union  ;  and  that  all  acts  of  individuals  or  of 
St.;.e  l^egislatures  to  di.-feal  tlie  purpose  or  nullify  tlie 
cequire.ueuls  of   that    provision,  and  tlie   law^s   made  in 


pursuance  of  it,  are  hostile  in  character,  subversive  of 

the  Constitution,  and  revolutionary  in  their  effect. 

On  the  8th  May  following,  Mr.  Clingman,  of 
North  Carolina,  addressed  the  Senate  at  length 
on  these  resolutions,  maintaining  the  position 
that  the  Constitution  docs  guarantee  the  right 
of  holding  slaves  in  the  Territories  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  but  that  the  enforcing  of  that  right, 
by  Congressional  action,  was  inexpedient,  and 
would  be  of  no  practical  value  to  the  Slave 
States  ;  also,  that  the  South  waived  tliat  right 
in  agreeing  to  the  Compromises  of  1850  and  the 
Kansas-Nebraska  Act  (repeal  of  the  Missouri 
Compromise)  of  1854.  Mr.  C.  also  reviewed 
the  proceedings  of  the  National  Convention  <it 
Charleston,  and  concluded  as  follows  : 

Entertaining  these  views,  I  have  been  disposed  to  ab- 
stain as  much  as  possible  from  the  discussion  of  these 
questions,  and  I  really  hope  that  we  shall  not  press  them. 
I  think  no  advantage  can  grow  out  of  it.  I  greatly  fear 
that  I  have  occupied  more  of  the  valuable  time  of  the 
Senate  than  I  intended.  I  felt,  however,  that  from  me,  in 
my  position,  some  explanation  was  necessary.  I  think 
that  the  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  of  the  Chamber  have 
given  us  a  platform  already.  We  shall  have  to  fight 
them ;  we  had  better  make  up  our  minds  to  go  into  the 
contest,  and  meet  them  on  the  great  issue  they  tender  us. 
In  ten  days,  we  shall  probably  have  their  declaration  of 
war  from  Chicago,  and  the  clash  of  arms  will  commence 
very  soon.  It  is  time  for  us  to  close  our  ranks.  I  am 
ready  to  fight  under  any  flag  and  any  standard-bearer 
that  may  be  given  us.  I  can  adopt  any  of  those  platforms 
that  were  presented  at  Charleston.  I  leave  all  lliat  to 
our  political  friends  assembled  in  convention.  1  know 
that  they  will  present  a  platform,  and  present  a  man  less, 
objectionable  to  me  than  the  candidate  on  the  other  side. 
I  regard  them  as  the  deadly  political  enemies  of  my  sec- 
tion ;  as  the  enemies  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States.  I  want  to  embark  in  the  contest  and  fight  them 
with  closed  and  serried  ranks  on  our  side.  I  have  spoken 
only  in  behalf  of  the  Democratic  party,  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, and  the  country. 

MR.  BENJAMIN  ON  POPULAR  SOVEREIGNTY. 

Senator  Benjamin,  of  Louisiana,  followed : 

Mr.  Benjamin. — Mr.  President,  I  had  no  intention  of 
joining  in  this  debate,  or  of  uttering  one  word  on  the  re- 
solutions now  before  tlie  Senate  ;  but,  sir,  I  have  listened 
with  intense  surprise  to  what  has  fallen  from  the  Senator 
from  Nonli  Carolina  this  morning,  and  I  cannot  remain 
quiescent  and  by  silence  appear  to  give  consent  to  what 
he  has  said  in  relation  to  the  action  of  certain  Southern 
delegates  in  the  recent  Convention  at  Charleston. 

The  Senator  from  North  Carolina  thinks  that  political 
races  can  best  be  run  without  the  load  of  principles.  The 
Senator  from  North  Carolina  thinks  that  the  best  way  to 
get  success  in  a  political  contest  is  not  to  bother  yourself 
with  tlie  baggage  of  principle,  but  let  your  candidate  run 
with  nothing  on  his  back,  anu  probably  in  that  way  he 
may  run  the  faster  and  reach  the  goal  the  sooner.  And 
again,  the  honorable  Senator  thinks  that,  because  the 
Cincinnati  jilatform  was  acceptable  to  the  whole  Demo- 
cracy in  1S56,  there  is  and  can  be  uo  reason  why  De- 
mocrats wlio  stood  on  tiiat  platform  at  that  time  should 
be  dissatisfied  with  it  now. 

Mr,  President,  let  us  look  a  little  back,  behind  1856,  in 
relation  to  that  platform,  and  to  the  living  issue  on  which 
we  are  separated  as  regards  that  platform.  We  all  re- 
member, sir — no  man  can  forget— that,  in  the  exciting 
contest  which  took  place  on  the  Kansas-Nebraska  bill, 
thiise  wlio  were  the  firmest  supporters  of  the  bill  differed 
in  principle  on  that  one  point  which  now  threatens  to  di- 
vide ilie  DeiiiocrMtic  party.  They  differed  opeoly  ;  they 
av.iwed  their  differences ;  they  provided  for  the  final 
I  sctlleiuenl   of  those  differences.     Sir,  when,  W6  met  in 
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cauctM,  under  tA«  lead  oftKt,  honorable  Setuitor  from 
lUiiuns,  tcko  introduced  ths  JCcnniiu-Xel'rafJi:a  bill,  it 
was  found  that  Uie  Democrats  from  the  Xoith  and  the 
Vemoorulu  from  the  South  could  not  agree  in  prin4:i- 
pie  Tlie  Uemocrais  from  itit:  Snutli  tlieci  took  iin:  posi- 
tion lliai  the  Constitution  of  the  United  State<  was  plain 
and  clear.  Tlie  rights  of  the  people  of  the  S-uih  were 
placed  upon  that  instrument.  I  agree  with  the  Senator 
from  Mississippi  (Mr.  Uavis)  that  we  have  nothing  to  do 
in  this  controversy  with  natural  rights  or  natural  princi- 
ples. Those  rijthis  and  thtise  principles,  which  lie  at  the 
foundation  of  social  organization  and  civil  government, 
were  proper  subjects  of  e-XaminHtion  and  coasidsraliou 
with  tlie  f.ithers.  They  did  tuke  them  into  consideration. 
They  decided  them.  They  have  given  us  a  chart  by 
which  now  we  are  bound  all  to  direct  our  course ;  and  that 
chart  is  the  Constitution  of  our  country  Resting  the 
righta  of  the  South  upon  that  Constitution,  when  the  dis- 
cussions arose  upon  the  Kansas-N'ebraska  bill,  the  Sena- 
tors from  the  South  who  met  in  caucus,  or  in  convention, 
or  in  primary  meeting,  if  you  choose  so  to  say,  ail  agreed, 
without  a  dissenting  voice,  that,  by  tlie  true  construction 
of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  the  Territories 
belonging  to  the  United  Stales  were  the  common  pro- 
perly of  all  ;  that  each  State  had  equal  rights  in  those 
Territories;  that  amongst  those  rights  was  the  right  of 
the  ciiiiena  of  the  different  States  to  emigrate  to  those 
Territiories  with  their  property  of  every  nature  and  kind  ; 
and,  when  there,  we  contended  ihat  there  was  no  power 
under  heaven  that  could  drive  us  out  of  those  Territories, 
or  deprive  us  therein  of  the  protection  of  the  Const. tution 
and  ilie  laws,  until  tlie  people  of  the  Territory  should 
make  a  constitution  and  form  a  State. 

The  Senator  from  Illinois  did  not  agree  with  us  in 
that.  He  has  been  consistent.  The  Senator  from  Illi- 
nois held  that  there  was  a  power  in  the  people  of  a 
Territory;  he  believed  in  Popular  Sovereignly;  he  be- 
lieved in  some  inherent  right  in  the  people  when  assem- 
bled, even  in  the  original  inchoate  snape  in  whicti  they 
come  as  emigrants  to  the  Territories,  to  pass  laws  to 
govern  themselves  ;  to  mold  their  own  Institutions,  as  he 
phrased  ii,  and  iuciuden  in  that  power  the  right  to  act 
agiiiist  Slavery.  We  could  not  agree.  Morning  after 
morning  we  met  for  the  purpose  of  coming  to  some 
understanding  upon  that  Very  point  ;  and  it  was  finally 
understooil  by  all,  agreed  to  by  all,  I'lado  the  basis  of  a 
compriini.'ie  by  a. I  the  supporters  of  that  bill,  that  the 
Territories  should  l/e  organized  with  a  delegation  by  Con- 
gress of  all  the  power  of  Congress  in  the  Territories,  and 
t  .at  the  extent  of  the  power  of  Congress  should  be  deter- 
mined by  the  courts.  Firm  in  our  belief  of  our  rigiits, 
conscious  that  in  the  Constitution  we  had  guaranty 
enougii ;  knowing  that  it  was  impossible  for  a  judicial  tri- 
bunal to  lUiike  oilier  than  one  decision,  we  said  thai  we 
woulil  stand  by  that  decision  when  made  ;  and  if  it 
.should  be  deterin  ned  by  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
United  States  that  there  was  a  power  in  this  Government 
lo  deprive  the  people  of  the  South  of  their  fair  share  of 
the  coiniuon  Territories  of  the  Union,  if  that  power  in  this 
Government  existed  in  Congress,  and  if  Congress  dele- 
gate<l  all  its  power  to  the  Territories,  we  would  stand  by 
the  de 'ision  and  agree  that  we  asserted  a  right  that  found 
no  war.ant  in  the  Constitution  ;  and,  on  the  other  hand, 
our  brother  Democrats  of  the  North,  and  tlie  Senator 
from  Illinois  at  their  head,  agreed  that  if  the  Supreme 
C  lurt  of  the  United  States  should  determine  that  the  Con- 
gress of  the  United  States  had  no  power  to  interfere 
with  Southern  rights  in  the  Territories,  if,  consequently, 
we  had  h:id  not  tne  power  that  we  could  delegate  at  all, 
then  the  Democrats  of  the  North  would  join  us  in  showing 
respect  and  obedience  to  that  decision,  and  stand  with 
us  on  the  principle  that  we  advocated  as  the  true  one. 
None  of  us  supposed  at  the  time  that  the  decision  would 
come  so  quick.  None  of  us  knew  of  the  existence  of  a 
controversy  then  pending  in  the  federal  courts  that 
would  lead  almost  immediately  to  the  deci-ion  of  tiiat 
question.  We  provided  iti  the  Kansas  act  itself ;  we  in- 
troduced an  express  clause  having  for  its  avowed  object 
to  bring  that  question  before  ihe  courts  for  decision. 

Well,  sir,  the  question  did  come  before  the  courts,  and 
the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  m  the  decision  in 
the  Dred  Scott  case,  has  determined — gentlemen  say  it  is 
no  decisioa— as  doctrine,  or  as  opinion,  or  in  some  way  has 
d-'clured  that  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  has  no 
power  so  to  legislate  as  to  destroy  the  rights  of  the  people  of 
the  South  in  their  slave  property  in  the  Territories,  and  the 
judges  have  said  as  a  proposition,  so  clear  that  it  required 
no  argument,  that  the  Congress  possessing  no  such  power, 
it  was  pi  liu  that  it  could  give  none  to  the  Territorial  Legisla- 
tiire  I  do  not  understand  that  the  gentlemen  from  the  North, 
the  iii^iu'jcrs  of  the  Democratic  party,  controvert  that. 

l!a!  J.:  -1.  ti.ue  when  we  supposed  that  we  all  at  length 
«too  1  u.'ua  oue  common  platform ;  that  we  had  at  last  a 


guide  and  a  pole  star  by  which  the  Democratic  party  could 
guide  the  ship  of  State,  a  sudden  and  alarming  heresy 
sprung  up  in  the  North,  and  something  was  said  about  the 
right  of  the  Legislature  of  the  Territories  not  to  destroy 
Slavery  ;  not  to  abolish  it ;  not  to  conliscate  by  direct  le- 
gislation the  rights  of  the  citizens  ol  the  South  who  might 
lind  themselves  in  the  Territories  with  their  property,  but, 
by  a  side  blow,  by  indirection,  and  by  failure  to  perform 
duty,  by  "  unfriendly  legislation,"  to  do  that  which  consti- 
tutionally they  had  no  power  to  do  by  any  direct  eirort  of 
legislative  will.  Now,  sir,  the  Cincinnati  platform,  with 
which  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  seems  to  be  so 
much  in  love,  and  which  he  thijiks  is  suflicieiit  lor  the  con- 
stitutional rights  of  the  South,  would  be  sulhcient  for  that 
purpose,  is  sufficient  for  that  purpose  properly  construed; 
but  when  the  delegates  of  a  great  party,  assembled  to- 
gether from  all  portions  of  the  Confederacy,  recently  met, 
and  the  proposition  was  made  to  them  to  adopt  the  Cin- 
cinnati platform,  it  was  made  under  what  circumstances, 
and  with  what  view?  It  was  made  wiUt,  a  knowU'lge 
of  every  man  in  that  Convention  that  two  di<itinct'y 
opposite  interpretations  icere  put  upon  that  platform 
— one  at  the  South,  and  the  oVier  at  the  Xorth. 

Mr.  Clingman. — The  Senator  will  allow  me  to  ask  him  if 
these  two  opinions  were  not  upon  whether  a  Territorial  Le- 
gislature could  legislate  for  or  against  Slavery  ?  Are  those 
the  opinions  to  which  he  refers  ? 

Mr.  Benjamin. — The  opposite  constructions  are  put  in 
several  points.  One  point  is,  whether  the  Territorial  Le- 
gislature has  a  right  to  abolish  Slavery  in  the  Territories 
or  not,  before  forming  a  State  Constitution ;  and  another 
is,  whether  or  not  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Federal  Uovernment 
to  protect  the  rights  of  the  people  of  the  South  in  the  Ter- 
ritories. Upon  those  two  points  opposite  interpretations 
and  opposite  principles  exist,  and  were  developed  in  the 
Charleston  Convention. 

Mr.  Clingman. — 1  will  answer  Um"  gentleman  when  he  is 
through. 

Mr.  Pugh. — Do  I  understand  the  gentleman  to  say  tliat 
every  member  of  the  Convention  agreed  that  the  platform 
had  received  two  interpretations,  or  that  it  was  susceptible 
of  it? 

Mr.  Bei^atnin. — I  understand  thai  opposite  interpre- 
tatians  were  plainly  and  openly  given  to  thai  plaijorm, 
in  Convention,  by  men  w/iose  good  faith  no  man  has 
ever  yet  disputed  to  my  knoicledge. 

Jlr.  Pugh. — I  do  not  think  that  was  the  ground  of  the 
difference  of  opinion  at  all.  I  said  there  never  were  two 
interpretations  that  could  be  fairly  given  to  it ;  that  the 
platform  purposely,  in  the  language  of  the  Senator  from 
North  Carolina,  referred  that  question  to  judicial  tribu- 
nals ;  that  the  difference  of  opinion  arose  upon  the  judiciiil 
question ;  it  did  not  arise  upon  the  platform ;  and  that 
conse'iuently  it  was  a  false  accusation.  I  say  that  cer- 
tainly in  no  unkind  spirit  to  the  Senator  ;  but  I  say  the 
platform  is  not  susceptible  of  two  interpretations ;  that  it 
referred  a  controversy  to  arbitration.  There  might  be  a 
difference  of  opinion  as  to  the  particular  arbitration  of  it, 
but  there  was  none  as  to  the  terms  of  submission. 

Mr.  Benjamin. — I  read,  Mr.  President,  with  as  much 
attention  as  I  was  capable  of,  everything  that  occurred  in 
that  convention,  and  I  saw  the  statement  over  and  over 
again  made  in  the  convention,  and  not  controverted,  that 
different  opinions  were  put  upon  that  platform  in  different 
parts  of  the  country. 

Mr.  Pugh. — I  certainly  controverted  it  for  one.  I  do 
not  recollect  who  else  may  have  stated  it.  It  may  have 
been  repealed  a  great  many  times;  but  I  did  controvert  it. 
Mr.  Benjamin. — Now,  sir,  I  say,  in  relation  to  that  Cin- 
cinnati platform,  which  the  Senator  from  North  Carolina 
seems  to  think  ought  to  have  amply  sufficed  the  South,  and 
to  have  sufficed  the  Democratic  party,  these  two  opposite 
interpretations  were  known  to  be,  intended  to  be  given  to 
it.  Further,  I  say  this  :  I  say  it  was  avowed  at  Charleston, 
over  and  over  again,  that  if  a  construction  was  given  to 
that  platform  by  which  it  should  be  clearly  stated  that  the 
people  of  the  South  were  entitled  to  have  their  slaves  pro- 
tected in  the  Territories  against  any  direct  interference, 
either  by  Congressional  or  Territorial  legislation  ;  if  that 
was  avowed  ;  if  tlie  doctrine  of  the  party  was  asserteil  to 
be  that  the  Legislature  of  the  Territory,  whilst  a  Territory 
existed  in  its  inchoate  organization,  had  no  right  to  inter- 
fere with  Slaverj-,  then  it  was  said,  again  and  again,  that 
no  northern  State  could  be  carried  upon  that  ground. 

.Mr.  Clingman. — On  the  question  as  t<5  whether  a  Terri- 
torial Legblature  could  legislate  against  Slavery  or  for  it, 
I  ask  the  Senator  whether  that  would  not  necessarily 
be  a  question  which  a  court  must  determine  ;  that  if  the 
Legislature  legislated  or  acted  in  any  way,  could  we,  by 
our  opinions,  settle  it ;  or  is  it  not,  from  necessity,  a  judi- 
cial question  ? 

Mr.  Benjamin. — The  Senator  is  directing  me  entirely 
out  of  the  line  of  my  argmneut.     I  must  beg  him  to  allov 
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me  to  proceed  in  my  line.     That  is  not  at  all  what  I  am  I 
at.     It  has  no  reference  at  all  to  my  line  of  argument.        | 

I  say  this  :  I  say  that  distinctly  opposite  interpreta- 
tations,  or  distinctly  opposite  i)rinciples,  if  you  choose,  in  | 
relation  to  Southern  rights  under  the  Constitution,  were 
avowed  at  Charleston,  by  men  professing  all  to  be  Demo- 
crats ;  and  that,  in  my  judgment,  it  is  a  brand  upon  the 
good  faith  of  the  Democratic  party,  it  is  an  imputation 
upon  their  honor,  it  is  unworthy  of  them,  and  unworthy 
of  us  all,  that  we  should  go  before  the  people  of  this 
country  and  ask  their  votes  iu  favor  of  one  party  or  an- 
other, with  the  avowed  purpose  of  presenting  opposite 
Interpretations  or  opposite  sets  of  principles  in  the  two 
sections  of  the  Confederacy,  as  being  the  principles  of  a 
common  party,  and  forming  a  common  party  creed.  I 
say  that  1  will  never  be  a  party  to  any  such  contest  as 
that.  If  I  go  into  an  electoral  contest,  I  want  to  know 
the  principles  of  the  party  with  which  I  act,  and  I  want, 
before  the  people  of  my  State,  before  the  people  of  the 
country,  to  declare  those  principles,  to  stand  by  them,  to 
find  them  written  in  letters  of  light,  so  that  no  man  can 
dare  misconstrue  them,  and  by  them  to  stand,  and  with 
them,  if  need  be,  fall. 

That  I  understand  to  have  been  the  position  of  the  dele- 
gation of  Louisiana  at  Charleston.  Taking  that  position, 
determined  that  they  would  not  palter  to  public  preju- 
dices by  using  words  in  any  double  sense;  that  all  they 
did  and  all  they  said  must  go  forth  to  the  country  inca- 
pable of  misconstruction  ;  when  they  found  it  impossible 
to  have  the  principles  upon  which  alone  they  could  go 
into  the  Presidential  contest,  stated  thus  clearly  and  thus 
plainly,  they  withdrew,  rightly  withdrew,  honorably  with- 
drew. I  applaud  them  ;  I  approve  them ;  I  stand  by 
them.  I  think  they  did  as  became  high-minded  and  hon- 
orable citizens.  I  think  the  State  will  show  itself  grateful 
to  them  for  their  act 

Now,  the  honorable  Senator  says  he  is  willing  to  go 
with  Democrats  upon  almost  any  platform ;  that  almost 
any  one  that  we  can  elect  would  be  preferable  to  the  ad- 
versaries against  whom  we  are  to  be  opposed. 

Mr.  Clingman. — I  said  any  of  those  proposed.  I  alluded 
to  those  proposed  in  the  Convention. 

Mr.  Uenjamin. — I  suppose  so.  Now,  Mr.  President,  I 
am  not  willing  to  go  for  any  man,  I  do  not  care  whether 
his  name  has  been  proposed  or  not,  who  is  not  willing  to 
stand  upon  a  platform  of  principle,  of  constitutional  prin- 
ciple. I  am  willing  to  go  for  any  man,  whether  named 
or  not,  who  will  pledge  his  honor  to  stand  faithfully  and 
squarely  upon  a  platform  of  sound  principles  ;  and  when 
a  platform  of  sound  constitutional  principles  shall  be 
adopted  by  a  Democratic  Convention,  satisfactory  to  me, 
with  my  views  of  constitutional  right,  and  satisfactory  to 
my  people — principles  satisfactory  to  my  people,  I  say  ; 
I  care  not  for  men — then  you  may  put  upon  that  platform 
any  man  who  can  stand  upon  it  honorably,  and  I  will 
vote  for  him;  I  will  maintain  him;  I  will  canvass  my 
State  in  his  behalf;  I  will  spend  all  my  time  and  all  my 
breath  in  his  cause,  wherever,  whenever,  and  however,  I 
may  be  asked  by  his  friends.  That  far,  sir,  I  am  willing 
to  go ;  but  I  have  no  stomach  for  a  fight  in  which  I  am  to 
have  my  choice  between  a  man  who  denies  me  all  my 
rights  openly  and  fairly  and  a  man  who  admits  my  rights 
but  intends  to  filch  them.     I  have  no  choice  there. 

BENJAMIN    ON    DOUGLAS. 

After  Mr.  Douglas's  famous  speech  of  May  15th 
and  16tli,  on  these  resolutions,  Mr.  Benjamin 
addressed  the  Senate  again,  speaking  of  Mr. 
Douglas  as  follows : 

Mr.  Beiijainm  said,  when  we  met  here  in  December, 
the  public  mind  was  greatly  disturbed  by  the  irruption  of 
a  band  of  fanatics  into  a  State  of  the  Union,  with  the 
avowed  ititent  to  liberate  the  slaves.  A  large  number  of 
resolutions  have  been  offered,  all  relating  to  the  relation 
of  the  General  Government  to  Slavery  in  the  States  and 
Territories.  The  large  number  and  variety  of  these  re- 
solutions, required  that  those  who  professed  to  belonging 
to  the  same  party  should  meet,  in  order  to  harmonize 
and  act  in  concert.  A  meeting  of  Democratic  Senators 
was  therefore  held  to  accomplish  this  purpose.  The 
Senator  from  Illinois,  in  a  speech  occupying  two  days, 
had  presented  the  extraordinary  spectacle  of  advocating 
his  own  claims  to  the  Presidency,  and  denouncing  those 
who  had  dared  to  express  their  views  on  subjects  before 
the  Senate.  The  Senator  from  Illinois  assumed  that  he 
was  the  embodiment  of  the  Democratic  party,  and  that 
all  who  op])osed  him  were  rebels.  He  arraigned  other 
Senators,  and  charged  them  and  the  representatives  of 
seventeen  States  at  Charleston  as  being  on  the  high  road 
to  <iisunion.  After  having  thus  assailed  everybody,  he 
announced  that  he  had  only  spoken  in  self-defense,  and 
with  princely  magnanimity  agreed  ti-  forgive  those  who. 


as  he  said,  had  erred  tasre  through  ignorance  than  de- 
sign. Mr.  Benjamin  then  defended  the  Democratic  Sena- 
tors from  the  charge  of  having  undertaken  to  dictate  to 
the  Charleston  Convention  what  sort  of  platform  it 
should  make.  When  the  Kansas  bill  was  before  the 
Senate,  the  Senator  from  Illinois  called  a  caucus  of 
Democratic  Senators  every  morning  to  decide  on  their 
action  for  the  day.  The  late  Senatorial  caucus  had  done 
no  more  than  that.  Yet  for  this  it  had  been  chaiged 
with  seeking  to  diminish  the  Senator's  chance  for  success. 
Mr.  Benjamin  next  examined  Mr.  Douglas's  charge  that 
seventeen  Democratic  States  had  adopted  a  platfoiui 
looking  to  the  dissolution  of  the  Union,  and  had  placed 
themselves  under  the  lead  of  Mr.  Yancey,  an  avowed 
disunionist.  His  State  had  vcted  for  that  platform,  and 
he  should  vote  for  the  Senate  resolutions,  and  he  denied 
that  the  Senator  from  Illinois  had  correctly  stated  the 
meaning  of  either.  Nobody  here  wanted  to  make  a  slave 
code,  a  slang  term  which  Mr.  Douglas  had  picked  up 
from  the  Rej^ublicans,  nor  to  force  Slavery  on  an  un- 
willing people.  The  attacks  upon  the  Democratic  Sena- 
tors were  wanton  and  unprovoked,  and  he  should  repel 
them.  The  Senator  had  defended  his  consistency  at 
great  length,  which  was  not  the  issue  between  them. 
The  issue  was  that  the  Senator  from  Illinois  had  made  a 
bargain  and  had  violated  it.  To  prove  this  he  should 
not  go  further  back  than  1857,  up  to  which  time  the  Sena- 
tor from  Illinois  was  looked  upon  by  the  Democratic 
party  with  pride  and  favor.  Why  was  it  that  a  Senator 
who  had  thus  been  treated  with  favor  should  now  be 
separated  from  his  former  associates  ?  That  he  had 
passed  over  in  his  speech,  and  he  (Benjamin)  would  sup- 
ply the  deficiency. 

Mr.  Benjamin  then  went  into  a  history  of  the  Kansas 
act,  pointing  out  the  differences  between  Democrats  and 
Republicans  and  Douglas  Democrats.  At  that  time 
the  Democrats  being  unable  to  agree  as  to  the  power  of 
the  people  of  the  Territories,  it  was  agreed  to  refer  the 
subject  to  the  Courts  and  to  abide  by  the  decision.  He 
never  had  attacked  the  Senator's  consistency.  It  was  his 
consistency  that  constituted  his  great  crime — adhering 
still  to  views  which  he  had  agreed  to  abandon  wijen  the 
Court  decided  the  question,  and  which  the  Court  had 
decided  against  him.  This  he  charged  was  bad  faith.  The 
Senator  no  longer  worshipped  at  the  Democratic  slirine. 
but  had  wandered  forth  after  strange  gods.  The  Senator 
from  Illinois  had  admitted  that  he  made  this  bargain,  and 
yet  he  had  been  engaged  since  1857  in  trying  to  explain 
away,  in  conjunction  with  the  Kepublicans,  the  decision 
of  the  Court,  and  to  render  it  useless  in  case  it  should  be 
affirmed.  He  quoted  from  the  Dred  Scott  decision  to  show' 
that  the  principle  of  right  to  slave  property  in  the  1  er- 
ritories  was  decided  by  it.  On  this  point  he  argued  at 
great  length  to  show  tliat  Congress  had  full  power  over 
the  Territories  within  the  limits  of  its  constitutional 
power;  that  the  Constitution  forbid  the  prohibition  of 
Slavery  in  the  Territories  by  Congress  ;  and  as  the  Territo- 
rial  Government  derived  all  its  jiowersfrom  Congress,  the 
Territorial  Legislature  could  not  do  more  than  Congress 
could.  No  sooner  was  this  decision  made  than  it  was 
attacked  by  the  Republicans,  and  the  Chief-Juslioe 
assailed  as  having  colluded  with  the  President  of  the 
United  States.  The  Senator  from  Illinois  got  over  his  bar- 
gain by  saying  that  he  did  not  agree  to  abide  by  the 
decision  in  the  Dred  Scott  case  ;  but  when  tlie  case  was 
carried  up  from  the  Territorial  Courts  to  the  Supreme 
Court,  he  would  obey  that.  This  was  an  afterthought, 
first  announced  in  the  canvass  of  1858,  when  pressed  by 
Mr.  Lincoln  for  a  seat  in  the  Senate.  To  save  himself 
from  defeat,  he  introduced  his  theory  as  to  the  pi>wer  of 
the  people  in  the  Territories.  [Mr.  Benjamin  then  read 
from  the  discussions  between  Messrs.  Lincoln  and  Douglas 
to  show  that  the  former  was  much  more  candid  in  his  ans- 
wers ihan  the  latter,  and  he  confessed  he  was  not  such  an 
ultra  Anti-Slavery  man  as  he  supposed.]  Mr.  Dougl>is 
told  us  here  that  he  would  abide  the  decision  of  the  Court, 
but  at  home  he  turns  his  back  on  his  promise,  repudiates 
(lis  words,  and  tells  his  people  that  he  has  so  arranged  the 
Kan-as  bill  that  in  spite  of  the  decision  the  people  of  the 
Territories  can  keep  slaves  out.  To  be  twice  deceived 
by  the  same  man  would  be  to  make  them  dupes  and  fools. 
Even  Mr.  Lincoln  was  shocked  at  his  profligacy,  ami 
charged  hira  with  bad  faith.  The  election  came  otf,  and 
though  Mr.  Douglas  was  successful  by  the  arrangement 
of  the  Legislative  Districts,  Mr.  Lincoln  beat  him  4,0W  on 
the  popular  vote.  [Mr.  Benjamin  next  read  from  Mr. 
Douglas's  Harper's  Magazine  article,  to  show  th^it  he  had 
absolutely  copied  Mr.  Lincoln's  arguments  of  1838,  and 
claimed  them  as  discoveries  of  his  own.  Mr.  Benja- 
min warned  Mr.  Douglas  that  the  tendencies  of  his  doc- 
trines were  to  drive  him  back,  step  by  step,  to  the  Black 
I  Republican  camp.]  We  already  find  him  using  theargu- 
'  ments  and  quoting  the  language  of  the  Republican  party. 
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On  the  24th  May,  the  vote  was  taken  on  the 
first  of  Mr.  Davis's  scries  of  resohition.-',  which 
was  adopted,  oG  to  19,  tlie  yeas  beiiif;  all  Do- 
iiiocrats,  except  Messrs.  Crittenden,  of  Ky.,  and 
Kennedy,  of  Md.,  Americans.  Tlie  nays  were 
all  Kcpublicans.  The  second  resolution  was 
then  read,  wiien  ilr.  Ilariaii  (Rep.,  of  Iowa) 
ollered  to  add  the  following  as  an  amendment : 

But  the  free  discussion  of  the  morality  and  expediency 
of  tiiavery  should  never  be  interfered  with  by  the  laws  of 
any  s^tale,  or  uf  the  United  Stutes  ;  and  the  freedom  of 
tpetcli  and  of  tlie  press,  on  tliis  ami  every  other  subject 
uf  doiuc^^tic  and  nntional  policy,  should  be  luaiutaiued  In- 
violate to  all  the  States, 

This  amendment  was  rejected,  20  to  36,  as  fol- 
lows : 

Vbas.— Messrs.  Bingham,  Chandler,  Clark,  Collamer, 
Dixon,  Uoolictle,  Fcsseuden,  Foot,  Kosler,  Grimes,  Hale, 
Hamlin,  llarUn,  Kins:.  Simmons,  Sumner,  IVn  Eycii, 
Trumbull,  Wade,  and  Wilson— 2i>. 

Nats.— .Messrs.  Ueiu'umin,  Uigler,  Bra^R,  Brieht,  Brown, 
Chescut,  Cluy.Clingman,  Crittenden,  Davis,  Filiputricli, 
Green,  Gwin,  llammoml,  Hemphill,  Hunter,  iverson, 
Johnson  of  Arkansas,  Johnson  uf  Tennessee,  Kennedy, 
Lane.  LHlham,  .Mallory,  .Mason,  Nicholson,  Pearce,  PoIk, 
Powell,  Pujh,  Kice,  Svbastian,  fclideJl,  Thomson,  Toombs, 
Wigfall,and  Yulee— 36. 

Yeas  all  Republicans  ;  nays  all  Democrats,  ex- ' 
cept  Crittenden  and  Kennedy,  Americans. 

The  second  resolution  was  then  adopted,  3G  to 
20,  the  vote  being  exactly  the  reverse  of  that  on  \ 
Mr.  Harlan's  amendment.  j 

The  third  resolution  of  the  series  was  adopted 
S6  to  IS,  as  follows:  ' 

Yeas. — Messrs.  Benjamin,  Bipler,  Brafrc,  Bright,  Brown    ' 
Chesnut,  Clay,  Clingiiian,  Critleiiden,  Davis,  Filzpatrick! 
Green,   Gwin,    Hammond,    Heni|ihill,    Hunter,    Iverson 
Johnson  of  Arkan.sas,  J.ilmson  of  Tennessee,  Kennedy) 
Lane,  Latham,  .Mallory,  ilason,  Nicholson,  Pearce   Polk 
Powell,  Pugh,  Rice,  :Kbasiian,  Slidell,  Thomson,  Toombs!  ' 
n  igfalJ,  and  Yulee — 66. 


Nats.— Messrs.  Bingham,  Chandler,  Clark,  Collamer, 
Dixon,  Doolittle,  Fes<enden,  Foot,  Foster,  Hale.  Hamlin', 
Harlan,  Simmons,  Sumner,  Ten  Kyck,  Trumbull,  Wade' 
and  Wilson— 18.  ' 

Yeas  all  Democrat.'),  except  Crittenden  and 
Kennedy  ;  nays  all  Republicans 

The  fourth  resolution  was  adopted,  35  to  21, 
the  negnlives  bcintr  all  Republicans,  except  Mr. 
i  Tugii,  Dem.,  of  Ohio. 

Mr.  Clinguian  ollVrcd  an  amendment,  in  the 
I  form   of  the  following  resolution,  to   follow  the 
4th  of  Mr.  Davis's  scries  : 

Jiesolted,  That  the  exi  ting  condition  of  the  Territories 
of  the  United  Staie.s  <liie»  not  require  the  intervention  uf 
Congress  for  the  proleciinn  uf  property  In  slaves. 

The  amendment  was  debated  at  considerable 
length ;  but,  without  taking  the  question,  the 
Senate  adjourned. 

On  the  following  day,  the  amendment  was 
adopted,  20  to  23,  as  follows : 

I  Ykas.— Me-ssrs.  Bifler,  Bingham,  iirapg,  riiand'er. 
Clark,  Clingman,  Cullaiiifr,  Crittenden,  Dix^n,  Dooliltlej 

[  Foot,  Grimes,  Hale,  Hamlin,  Harlin,  Johnson  of  Tennes- 
see, Kennedy,  Latham,  Pi, Ik,  Pugh,  Simmons,  Ten  Kyck, 
Toombs,  Trumlmll,  Wade,  and  Wdson— 26. 

Nay.s— .Messrs.  Berijamin,  Bright,  Brown,  Chesnut, 
Clay,  Daviti,  Fitzpatrick,  Green,  Hammond,  Hunter,  Iver- 
son, Lane,  .Mallory.  Mason,  Nicholson,  Pearce,  Powell, 
Kice,  Saulsbury,  Sebastian,  Slidell,  Wigfall,  and  Yulee— 
2o. 

Yeas  all  Republicans,  except  Mes.srs.  Big]er» 
Bragg,  Clingman,  Crittenden,  Johnson  (Tcnn.), 
Kennedy,  Latham,  Polk,  Pugli,  and  Toombs; 
Nays  all  Democrats. 

The  fifth  resolution  of  the  series  was  then 
adopted,  ;J5  to  2,  Hamlin  and  Trumbull,  the 
Yeas  being  all  Democrats,  except  Crittenden  and 
Kennedy.  The  seventh  and  last  of  the  series 
was  then  adopted,  3(5  to  6,  Mr.  Ton  Eyck,  Rep., 
of  New  Jersey,  voting  Yea 
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^      „        ^  f'T.  Locis,  J/arcA,  1?60. 

Tlie  Hos.  F.DWARi>  Batfs— .St>  .•  As  vou  niav  have 
learned  from  the  public  prlnU,  the  Republicans  of  .MLssouri 
met  In  Convendon,  in  this  city,  on  Saturday,  the  loth  in- 
stant, to  make  a  declaration  of  their  princij/les,  elect  dele- 
pales  to  the  National  Republican  Convention,  and  com- 
plete a  State  organisation.  All  of  this  the  Convention  ex- 
ecuted, in  a  manner  wholly  8atLsfactor>-  to  ila  members. 
It  also  commended  you,  by  resolution,  to  the  National  Ke- 
publican  party,  as  one  well  worthy  to  be  the  standard- 
bearer  of  that  party  in  the  coming  Presidential  election. 
ITiis  fact  the  undersigned  have  pride  and  pleasure  in  com- 
municating to  you,  knowing  that  throughout  your  life  you 
have  carried  out,  as  far  as  a  private  citlien  might,  the 
sentiments  contained  in  the  resolutions  adopted  on  Satur- 
day, and  a  copy  of  which  we  inclose.  But  as  you  have 
voluntarily  remained  in  private  life  for  many  years,  your 
political  opbiions  are  consequi-iitly  not  so  well  "understood 
by  the  Republican  party  at  large  as  by  the  Republicans 
of  MissourL 

Inasmuch  as  the  delegation  from  this  State  to  the  Cld- 
cago  Convention  intend  to  present  .vour  name  to  that  bodv 
as  a  candidate  for  the  Presddencv,  we,  in  common  with 
many  other  Republicans  of  MKsourl,  desire  to  procure 
from  you  an  exposition  of  vour  views  on  the  engrossing 
pohtical  questions  of  the  time.  We  hope  that  notwilh- 
Ktanding  your  well-known  reluctance  to  appear  belore  the 
l>ubUc  in  the  Ughl  of  a  Presidential  aspirant,  you  wiU  not 


refuse  to  answer  the  following  Intcrrogatorie-i,  which  in 
our  judgment,  involve  all  the  Issues  pending  between 'the 
two  political  parlies  of  the  country. 

'■''i''  i^"^*"'  •^""  "l'l""ed  to  the  PileuKlon  of  .Sl.iverv? 
,   •"'•  P'^'-  di-  (  iMisUiuilon  of  the  fniied  Sutes  caVry  .Slav(>r7 
nto  the  Territories,  ami,  as  subsidiary  to  Uiis,   what  is  the 
1.  gal  eir.-cl  of  th.;  decision  of  die  Supreme  Court  In  the  Dred 

OC'ltl  CUSC  r 

3d.  Are  you  In  fivorof  the  colonization  of  the  free  colored 
po|iuUiion  m  I  iiiiral  America? 

,«■"''  f'l'i!  •*'!'•'  '■•■7'-"'«*'  »'>y  Inequality  of  rights  among  clU- 
ZPiiHof  ih.|  I  imel  .Mates,  and  do  you  hold  that  It  U  the  dutr 
of  ide  feilt-ral  (.overnment  to  protect  Amerii-an  citizens  at 
home  anil  nl.r..:i.|  In  the  enjoyment  of  all  their  consiiluUonal 
and  'eg.il  rlchis.  privileges,  and  Immunliles? 
.K  V  n '"''  >°" '"  f'^'"'  "f  'he  consinirtlnn  of  a  rallmad  from 
tne  \al|.-y  lit  the  .Ml*.sUHippi  i„  the  Pacltic  Oceuu,  under  Oi* 
ausnlces  of  the  (leneral  Governmeui? 

6ih    Ari)  you  lu  favor  of  the  measure  known  aa  the  Home- 
stead bill? 

7ih.   Are  you  In  favor  nfihe  Immediate  admbiiion  of  Kansas, 
under  the  ConsUtuUon  adopted  ul  Wyandot  ? 

Yours,  respeclfullv,  etc., 
Petes  L.  Fov,  Cu«s'  L.  Bkr.hats, 

HE.NRT   T.    B1...W,  Jn„.    .M.    RUHABIWOJI, 

F.  A.  Dick,  o.  n.  Fillkt, 
Stkphe.v  Hoyt,  Wm.  McKkk, 

G.  W.   F'SUMACK,  Bakton   Abliv 

J.    B.    SlTTiLS. 
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RESPONSE   OF   JUDGK  BATES. 

St.  Louis,  March  IT,  1S60. 
To  Messrs.  P.  L.  For,  Editor  of  The  Missumi  Demon  nt ;  Dr. 
Bkkn  AYS,  Editor  of  ihe  Anzeiger  ;  and  otlier  genileioeii  ; 

Sirs:  B.  Gratz  Brown,  Esq.,  as  President  of  the  Mis- 
souri State  Convention,  wliich  sat  in  St.  Louis  on  the 
tenth  of  this  montli,  has  officially  made  known  to  me  the 
procee(iinf,'s  of  that  body,  and  by  them  I  am  enabled  to 
know  some  of  you  as  Delegates  to  the  Chicago  Conven- 
tion, representing  the  Kepublican  party  of  .Missouri. 

I  have  received  your  letter  propounding  to  me  certain 
questions  (seven  in  number)  which  you  suppose  will 
cover  most,  if  not  all,  the  giounds  of  coutroveisy,  in  the 
approaching  Presidential  election. 

With  pleasure  I  will  answer  your  questions.  But  he- 
fore  doing  so,  allow  me  to  glance  at  the  peculiar  circum- 
stances in  which  I  am  placed,  and  the  strangeness  of  the 
fact  that  I,  a  mere  private  man,  am  called  upon  to 
make  avowals  and  explanations,  with  any  view  to  take 
me  from  the  shades  of  private  life  and  place  me  at  the 
head  of  the  nation.  I  came  to  this  frontier  in  my  youtli, 
and  settled  in  St.  Louis  when  it  was  a  village.  All  my 
manhood  has  been  spent  in  Missouri,  and  during  all  that 
time  I  have  followed  a  profession  which  left  my  charac- 
ter and  conduct  open  to  the  observation  of  society.  And 
while  it  has  been  my  constant  habit  freely  to  express  my 
opinion  of  public  measures  and  public  men,  the  people 
of  Missouri,  of  all  parties,  will  bear  me  witness  that  I 
have  never  obtrusively  thrust  myself  forward  in  pursuit 
of  official  honors.  I  "have  held  no  political  office,  and 
sought  none,  for  more  than  twenty-five  years. 

Under  these  circumstances,  I  confess  the  gratification 
which  I  feel  in  receiving  the  recent  manifestations  of  the 
respect  and  confidence  of  my  fellow-citizens.  First,  the 
Opposition  members  of  the  Missouri  Legislature  declared 
their  preference  for  me  as  a  candidate ;  then  followed 
my  nomination  by  a  Convention  composed  of  all  the  ele- 
ments of  the  Opposition  in  this  State;  and,  now,  the  Ke- 
publicans  of  Missouri,  in  their  separate  Convention,  just 
held  in  St.  Louis,  have  reaffirmed  the  nomination,  and 
proposed,  by  their  delegates,  to  present  me  to  the  Na- 
tional Convention,  soon  to  be  held  at  Chicago,  as  a  can- 
didate for  the  first  office  in  the  nation.  These  various 
demonstrations  in  my  own  State  are  doubly  gratifying  to 
me  because  tUcy  fifford  the  strongest  proof  that  my 
naine  has  been  nut  forward  only  in  a  spirit  of  harmony 
and  peace,  and  with  the  hope  of  preventing  all  cUviJuon 
and  controveisy  amoiTg  I  hose  who,  for  thcrr  own  safety 
and  the  public  good,  ought  to  be  united  in  the  r  action. 

For  all  this  I  am  deeply  grateful,  and,  as  far  as  con- 
cerns me  personally,  I  must  declare  in  simple  truth, 
that  if  the  movement  go  no  further  and  produce  no 
national  results,  still  I  am  paid  and  overpaid  for  a  life 
of  labor,  and  for  whatever  of  zealous  etfoi  t  and  patient 
watching  I  have  been  able  to  bestow  in  support  of  a 
line  of  governmental  policy  which  I  believe  to  be  for  the 
present  and  permanent  good  of  the  country. 

And  now,  gentlemen,  1  proceed  to  answer  your  ques- 
tions, briefly  indeed,  but  fully,  plainly,  and  with  all  pos- 
sible frankness.  And  I  do  this  the  more  willingly  be- 
cause I  have  received  from  individuals  many  letters 
(too  many  to  be  separately  answered),  and  have  seen 
in  many  public  journals  articles  making  urgent  calls 
upon  me  for  such  a  statement  of  views. 
1.  Slavery— Its  extension  in  the  Territorieg. 
On  this  subject,  in  the  Statee  and  in  the  Territories, 
I  liave  no  new  opinions — no  oi)inion3  formed  in  rela- 
gion  to  the  present  array  of  parties.  I  am  coeval  with 
the  Missouri  question  of  1819-20,  having  begun  my 
political  life  in  the  midst  of  that  struggle.  At  that 
time  my  position  retpiired  me  to  seek  all  the  means  of 
knowledge  within  my  reach,  and  to  study  the  principles 
involved  with  all  the  powers  of  my  m  nd  ;  and  I  ar- 
rived at  conclusions  then  which  no  subsequent  events 
have  induced  me  to  change.  The  existence  of  negro 
Slavery  in  our  country  had  its  beginning  in  the  eaily 
time  of  the  Colonies,  and  was  imposed  by  the  mother 
country  against  the  will  of  most  of  the  colonists.  At 
the  time  of  the  Kevolution,  and  long  after,  it  was  com- 
monly regarded  as  an  evil,  temporary  in  its  nature, 
and  likely  to  disappear  in  the  course  of  time,  yet,  while 
it  continued,  a  misfortune  to  the  country,  socially  and 

politicallv. 

Thus  was  I  taught,  by  those  who  made  our  Govern- 
ment, and  neither  the  new  Ught  of  modern  civilization, 
nor  the  discovery  cf  a  new  system  of  constitutional  law 
and  social  philosophy,  has  enabled  me  to  detect  the 
error  of  their  teaching. 

Slavery  is  "  a  social  relation  "--a  domestic  institu- 
tion. Within  the  States,  it  exists  by  the  local  law,  and 
the  Federal  Government  has  no  control  over  it  there. 


The  Territories,  whether  acquired  by  conquest  or 
peaceable  purchase,  are  subject  and  subordinate  ;  not 
sovereign  like  the  States.  The  nation  is  supieme  over 
them,  and  the  Nat  onal  Government  has  power  to  per- 
mit or  foibid  Slavery,  within  them.  Entertaining  these 
views,  I  am  opposedto  the  extension  of  Slavery,  and  in 
my  opinion,  the  spirit  and  policy  of  the  Government 
ought  to  be  against  its  extension. 
2.  Does  the  Con.stitution  carry  Slavery  into  the  Territories? 

I  answer  no.  The  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
does  not  caiiy  Slavery  into  the  Teiritories.  With  much 
more  show  of  reason  may  it  be  said  that  it  canies  Sla- 
very into  all  the  S  ates.  But  it  does  not  carry  Slavery 
anywhere.  It  only  acts  upon  it,  where  it  finds  it  estab- 
lished bv  the  local  law. 

In  connection  with  this  point,  I  am  asked  to  state 
my  views  of  the  Dred  Scott  case,  and  what  was  really 
determined  by  the  Supreme  Court  in  that  case.  It  is 
my  opinion,  carefully  considered,  that  the  Court  deter- 
mined one  single  point  of  law  only,  that  is,  that  Scott, 
the  )>lai!]till'.  being  a  negro  of  African  descent  (not  neces- 
sarily a  slave),  could  not  be  a  citizen  of  Missouii,  and 
therefore  could  not  sue  in  the  Fe<leral  Court;  and  that 
for  th  s  reason,  and  this  alone,  the  Circuit  Court  had 
no  jurisdiction  of  the  cause,  and  no  power  to  give 
judgment  between  the  parties  The  only  jurisdiction 
which  the  Supreme  Court  had  of  the  cause  was  for  the 
puri)Ose  of  cor:  ecting  the  error  of  the  Circuit  Court, 
in  assuming  the  power  to  decide  upon  the  merits  of  the 
case.  This  power  the  Supreme  Court  did  exercise,  by 
setting  aside  the  judgment  of  the  Circuit  Court  upon 
the  merits,  and  by  dismissing  the  suit,  without  any  judg- 
ment for  or  against  either  party.  This  is  all  that  the 
Supreme  Court  did,  and  all  that  it  had  lawful  power 
to  do.  ,    , 

I  consider  it  a  great  public  misfortune  that  several  ot 
the  learned  judges  should  have  thought  that  their  (luty 
required  them  to  discuss  and  give  opinions  upon  various 
questions  outside  of  the  case,  as  the  case  was  actually 
disposed  of  by  the  court.  All  such  opinions  are  extra 
judicial  and  of  no  authority.  But  beside  this,  it  appeara 
to  me  that  several  of  the  questions  so  discussed  by  the 
judi'es  are  political  questions,  and  therefore  beyond  the 
cognizance  of  the  judiciary,  and  proper  only  to  be  consi- 
dered and  disposed  of  by  the  political  departments.  It  1 
am  right  in  this,  and  it  seems  to  me  plain,  the  precedent 
is  most  unfortunate,  because  it  may  lead  to  a  dangerous 
conflict  of  authority  among  the  coordinate  branches  of 
the  Government. 

3.  As  to  the  colonization  of  the  free  blacks. 

For  many-  years  I  have  been  connected  with  the  Ameri- 
can Colonization  Society,  of  which  the  rising  young  State 
of  Liberia  is  the  first  fruit.  I  consider  tl.e  object  both 
humane  and  wise,  beneficent  alike  to  the  free  blacks  who 
emigrate,  and  to  the  whites  whom  they  leave  behind.  But 
Africa  is  distant,  and  presents  so  many  obstacles  to  rapid 
settlement,  that  we  cannot  indulge  the  hope  of  draining 
otr  in  that  fUrection  the  growing  numbers  of  our  free  blacK. 
population.  The  tropical  regions  of  America,  I  thmk, 
oUer  a  far  better  prospect  both  for  us  and  for  them. 

4.  As  to  any  inequality  of  rights  among  American  cilizsns. 
I  reco-'iiize  no  distinctions  among  American  citizens  bui 

such  as  are  expressly  laid  down  in  the  Constitution.  Ant. 
I  hold  that  our  Government  is  bound  to  protect  all  the 
citizens  in  the  enjoyment  of  all  their  rights,  everywhere 
and  a-ainst  all  assailants.  And  as  to  all  these  rights, 
there  is  no  ditTerence  between  citizens  born  and  citizen* 
made  such  by  law. 

5  \m  I  in  favor  of  the  construction  of  a  railroad  from  the 
Vuiley  of  the  Mississippi  to  the  Pacific  Ocean,  under  the  aus 
pices  of  the  General  (government? 

Yes,  strongly.  I  not  only  believe  such  a  road  of  vast 
importance  as  the  means  of  increasing  the  population, 
wealth  and  power  of  this  great  valley,  but  necessary  as 
the  means  of  national  defence,  and  of  preservmg  the 
integrity  of  the  Union. 

6.  Am  I  in  favor  of  the  measure  called  the  Homestead  bill? 
Yes  •  I  am  for  guarding  the  public  lands,  as  well  as 

possible,  from  the  danger  of  becoming  the  subject  of  com- 
mon triide  and  speculation-for  keeping  them  for  the 
actual  use  of  the  people-and  for  granang  tracts  of 
suitable  size  to  those  who  will  actually  inhabit  and  im- 
prove them. 

7.  Am  I  in  favor  of  the  immediate  admission  of  Kans.os 
under  the  Wyandot  Gonslitulioii  1 

I  think  that  Kansas  ought  to  be  admitted  without 
delay,  leaving  her,  like  all  the  other  States,  the  sole  judg« 
of  her  own  Constitution. 

Thus,  gentlemen,  I  believe  I  have  answered  all  you. 
inquiries  in   a  plain,  intelligible  manner,  and,  I  hope,  t* 
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your  tatUfitetion.  I  have  not  attempted  to  support  my 
aiuwers  hy  argument,  for  tliiit  coulil  not  be  done  In  a 
•  hort  letter;  mid,  rfstraiiiiiiK  myself  from  Roiui;  into 
general  politics,  I  liave  cunllned  my  remarks  to  the 
particular  subjects  upon  which  you  re(|Uested  me  to 
write.  Your  obliged  fellow-citlien, 

£i>WAiiD  Bates. 


JUDGE    BATES'S    LETTER 

IN    SUPPORT    OF    I.INOOLW. 

St  Louis,  June  11,  HOO. 
0.  H.  Browkiso,  Esq.,  Quincy,  lit. 

Dkak  Sik  :  When  I  received  your  letter  of  .May  2'2d,  I 
had  no  thought  that  tlie  answer  would  be  so  long  de- 
layed ;  but,  waiving  all  excuses,  I  proceed  to  auswer 
it  now. 

Under  the  circumstances  of  the  ca.ie  it  ought  not  to 
have  been  doubted  that  I  would  give  Mr.  Lincoln's  nom- 
ination a  cordial  and  hearty  su|>port.  But  in  declaring 
my  Intention  to  do  so,  it  is  due  to  myself  to  state  some  of 
the  facts  and  reasons  which  have  a  controlliug  inQuence 
over  my  mind,  and  which  I  thitik  ought  to  be  persua- 
sive arguments  with  some  other  men,  whose  political 
opinions  and  antecedents  are,  in  some  important  parti- 
culars, like  my  own. 

There  was  no  good  ground  for  supposing  that  I  felt 
any  pique  or  dissatisfaction  because  the  Chicago  Con- 
vention failed  to  nominate  me.  I  had  no  such  feeling. 
Ou  party  grounds,  I  had  no  right  to  e.xpect  the  nomina- 
tion. I  had  no  claims  upon  the  Republicans  as  a  party, 
for  I  have  never  been  a  member  of  any  party,  so  as  to 
be  bound  by  it.<  dogmas,  and  subject  to  its  discipline,  ex- 
cept only  the  Whig  party,  which  is  noiv  broken  up,  ami 
its  materials,  for  the  most  part,  absorbed  in  other  organi- 
zations. And  thus  I  am  left,  alone  and  powerless,  in- 
deed, but  perfectly  free  to  follow  the  dictates  of  mv  own 
judgment,  and  to  take  such  part  in  current  politics  as 
my  own  sense  of  duty  and  patriotism  may  require. 
Many  Kepubllcans,  and  among  them,  I  think,  some  of 
the  most  noderale  and  patriotic  of  that  party,  honored 
me  with  their  confidence  and  desired  to  make  me  their 
candidate.  For  this  favor  I  was  Indebted  to  the  fact  that 
between  them  and  me  there  was  a  coincidence  of  opin- 
ion upon  certain  important  questions  of  government. 
They  and  I  agreed  In  believing  that  the  National  Govern- 
ment has  sovereign  power  over  the  Territories,  and  that 
ii  would  be  impolitic  and  unwise  to  use  that  power  for 
the  propagation  of  negro  Slavery  by  planting  it  in  Free 
Territory.  Some  of  them  believed  also  that  my  nomina- 
tion, while  it  would  tei./  '■o  soften  the  tone  of  the  Kepub- 
lican  party,  without  any  abandonment  of  ita  principles, 
might  tend  also  to  generalize  its  character  and  attract 
the  friendship  and  support  of  many,  especially  in  the 
border  Slates,  who,  like  me,  had  never  been  members  of 
their  party,  but  concurred  with  them  in  opinion  about 
the  government  of  the  Territories.  These  are  the  grounds, 
and  I  think  the  only  grounds,  upon  which  I  was  sup- 
ported at  all  at  Chicago. 

Aa  to  (he  platform  put  forth  by  the  Chicago  Conven- 
tion, I  have  little  to  say,  because,  whether  good  or  bad, 
that  will  not  constitute  the  grounil  of  my  support  of  .Mr. 
Lincoln.  I  have  no  great  respect  for  party  platforms  in 
general.  Tliey  are  commonly  made  In  times  of  high  ex- 
citement, under  a  pressure  of  circumstances,  and  with  the 
view  to  conciliate  pre-ent  support,  rather  than  to  esta- 
blish a  permanent  system  of  principles  and  line  of 
policy  for  the  future  good  government  of  country. 
The  Conventions  which  form  ihem  are  transient  in 
their  nature  ;  their  potrer  and  Influence  are  consumeil  in 
tlie  using,  leaving  no  continuing  obligation  upon  their  re- 
spective parlies.  And  hence  we  need  not  wonder  that 
platforms  so  made  are  hanlly  ever  acted  upon  in  prac- 
tice. 1  shall  not  discuss  their  relative  merits,  hut  con- 
tent myself  with  saying  that  this  Republican  platform, 
though  in  several  particulars  It  does  not  conform  to  my 
▼lews,  is  still  far  belter  than  any  published  creed,  past  or 
present,  of  the  Democrats.  And  as  to  the  new  party,  it 
has  not  chosen  tn  promulgate  any  platform  at  all,  except 
two  or  three  broad  generalities  which  are  common  to  the 
professions  of  faith  of  all  parties  fn  the  country.  No 
party,  Indeed,  dare  ask  the  confidence  of  the  nation, 
whik  openly  denying  the  obligation  to  support  the  Union 
and  the  Constitution  and  to  enforce  the  laws.  That  is  a 
common  duty,  binding  upon  every  cititeo,and  the  failure 
to  perform  it  is  a  crime. 

To  me  it  is  plain  that  the  approaching  contest  must  be 
between  the  Democratic  and  the  Republican  parties  ;  and, 
between  thtm,  I  prefer  the  latter. 

The  Democratic  party,  by  the  long  possession  and 
abuse   of  power,  has  grown  wanton   and   reckless ;  has 


I  corrupted  Itself  and  perverted  the  principles  of  the  (*■>• 
I  verniiienl ;  has  set  itself  openly  agaiiiiit.  the  great  lioma 
I  interests  of  the  people,  by  nej;lecling  to  prolrct  Iheil 
industry,  ami  by  refusing  to  improve  and  keep  In  order 
the  higliways  and  depots  of  coniiuerce  ;  and  even  now  in 
urging  a  measure  In  Congress  to  abdicate  the  constitu- 
tional power  and  duly  to  regulate  commerce  among  the 
Stales,  and  to  grant  to  llie  Slates  the  discieihinary 
power  to  levy  toiinige  duties  upon  all  our  commerce, 
under  the  pretense  of  improving  hiirbors,  rivers,  and 
lakes  ;  has  changed  the  status  of  tlie  negro  slave  by  mak- 
ing him  no  longer  mere  properly,  but  a  polilician,  an 
anlagonist  power  in  the  State,  a  power  to  which  all  other 
|)ower8  are  required  to  yiehl,  under  penally  of  a  dissolu- 
tion of  the  Union  ;  has  directed  Its  energies  to  the  grati- 
I  flection  of  its  lusts  of  foreign  domain,  as  manirested  in  its 
persislcnl  efforts  to  seize  upon  tropical  regions,  not  be- 
cause those  countries  and  llieir  Inioiigruous  people  are 
necessary,  or  even  desirable,  lo  be  Incorporateil  into  f  ur 
nation,  but  for  the  mere  purpose  of  making  Slave  Stales, 
In  order  to  advance  the  political  p<iwer  of  ihe  party  In 
the  Senate  and  in  the  choice  of  the  Presidenl.so  lu 
effectually  to  transfer  the  chief  powers  of  theOovernnrent 
from  the  many  to  the  few ;  has  in  various  lUHlanceS 
endangered  the  equality  of  llie  coordinate  br.mches  of  ihe 
Government,  by  urgent  efforts  to  enlarge  the  powers  of 
the  Kxecutive  at  the  e.xpense  of  the  Legislative  depart- 
ment;  has  aitenipted  to  discredit  and  degrade  the  Judi- 
ciary, by  affecting  to  make  it,  at  first,  the  arbiter  of 
party  quarrels,  to  become  soon  and  inevitably  tne  pas- 
sive registrar  of  a  party  decree. 

In  most,  if  not  all  these  particulars,  I  understand  the 
Republican  party  (judging  it  by  its  acts  and  by  the 
known  opinions  of  many  of  its  leading  men)  to  be  the 
exact  opposite  of  the  Democratic  party  ;  and  that  is  the 
ground  of  my  preference  of  the  one  party  over  the  other. 
And  that  alone  would  be  a  sufHcient  reason,  if  I  had  no 
oilier  good  reasons,  for  sujiporting  Mr.  Lincoln  against 
any  man  who  may  be  put  forward  by  the  Democratic 
jiarty,  as  the  exponent  of  its  principles  and  the  agent  to 
work  out,  in  practice,  its  dangerous  policies. 

The  third  parly,  which,  by  its  formation,  has  destroyed 
the  organization  of  the  American  and  Whig  parties,  has 
nominated  two  ino:it  excellent  men.  1  know  them  well, 
as  sound  statesmen  and  true  patriots.  More  than  tliiity 
years  ago  I  served  with  them  both  in  Congress,  and  from 
that  lime  to  this  I  have  always  held  them  in  respect  and 
honor.  But  what  can  the  third  party  do  toward  the  elet 
tion  of  even  such  worthy  men  as  these  against  Ihe  two 
great  parlies  which  are  now  in  actual  contest  for  the 
power  to  rule  the  nation  ?  It  is  made  up  entirely  of  por- 
tions of  the  disintegrated  elements  of  the  late  W  big  and 
American  parties — good  materials.  In  the  main,  I  admit, 
but  quite  loo  weak  to  elect  any  man  or  establish  anj 
principle.  The  most  it  can  do  is,  here  and  there  in  par 
ticular  localities,  to  make  a  diversion  in  favor  of  III* 
Democrats.  In  1^0,  the  Whig  and  American  pariiet 
(not  forming  a  new  jmrty,  but  united  as  allies),  with  en- 
tire unanimity  and  some  zeal,  supported  .Mr.  Fillmore  for 
the  Presidency,  and  Willi  what  results?  We  made  a 
miserable  failure,  carrying  no  State  but  gallant  little 
.Maryland.  And,  surely,  the  united  Whigs  and  Ameri- 
cans of  that  day  had  a  far  greater  show  of  strength  and 
far  better  jirospecls  of  success  than  any  which  behmg  to 
the  Constitutional  Union  party  now.  In  fact,  I  see  no 
possiblity  of  succe.ss  for  the  third  party,  except  in  one 
conllngency  — the  Destruction  of  the  Democratic  parly. 
That  is  a  contigency  not  likely  to  ha)>pen  this  year,  for, 
badly  as  I  think  of  many  of  the  acts  and  policies  of  that 
party,  its  cup  is  not  yet  full— the  day  has  not  yet  come 
when  it  must  dissolve  in  its  own  corruptions.  But  the 
day  is  coming,  and  is  not  far  off.  The  party  has  made 
itself  entirely  sectional  ;  it  has  concentrated  its  very  be- 
ing into  one  single  idea  ;  negro  Slavery  has  control  of  all 
its  faculties,  and  it  can  see  and  hear  nothing  else — "  one 
stern,  tyrannic  thought,  that  makes  all  other  thoughts 
its  slaves  !" 

But  the  Democratic  party  still  lives,  and  while  It  lives,  it 
and  the  Republican  parly  are  the  only  real  antagonistic 
powers  in  the  nation,  and  for  the  present,  I  must  choose 
between  them.  1  choose  the  latter,  as  wiser,  purer, 
younger  and  less  corrupted  by  time  and  self-indulgence. 

The  candiilates  nominated  at  Chicago  arc  both  men  who, 
as  indivi'luals  and  politicians,  rank  with  the  foremost  of 
the  country.  I  have  heard  no  objection  to  Mr.  Hamlin 
personally,  but  only  to  his  geographical  position,  which  U 
thought  to  be  loo  far  North  and  East  to  allow  his  personal 
good  qualities  to  exercise  their  proper  influence  over  the 
nation  at  large.  But  the  nomination  for  the  Presidency  is 
the  great  controlling  act.  .Mr.  Lincoln,  his  character, 
talents,  opinions  and  hUtory  will  be  criticised  by  thou- 
sands, while  the  candiilate  for  the  Vice-Presidency  will  be 
passed  over  in  comparative  silence. 
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Mr.  Lincoln's  nomination  took  the  public  by  surprise, 
because,  until  just  before  the  event,  it  was  unexpected. 
Hut  really  it  ought  not  to  have  excited  any  surprise,  for 
sucli  unforeseen  nominations  are  common  in  our  political 
history.  Polk  and  Pierce,  by  the  Democrat.*,  and  Harri- 
Bun  and  Taylor,  by  the  AVhigs,  were  all  nominated  in  this 
extemporaneous  manner— all  of  them  were  elected.  I 
have  known  Mr.  Lincoln  for  more  than  twenty  years,  and 
therefore  have  a  right  to  speak  of  him  with  some  confi- 
dence. As  an  individual,  he  has  earned  a  high  reputation 
for  truth,  courage,  candor,  morals,  and  amiability  ;  so  that, 
as  a  man,  he  is  mo.st  trustworthy.  And  in  this  particular, 
he  is  more  entitled  to  our  esteem  than  some  other  men,  his 
equals,  who  had  far  better  opportunities  and  aids  in  early 
life.  His  talents,  and  the  will  to  use  them  to  the  best  ad- 
vantage, are  unquestionable  ;  and  the  proof  is  found  in  the 
fact  that,  in  every  position  in  life,  from  his  humble  begin- 
ning to  bis  present  well-earned  elevation,  he  has  more  than 
fulfilled  the  best  hopes  of  his  friends.  And  now,  in  the  full 
vigor  of  his  manhood,  and  in  the  honest  pride  of  having 
made  himself  what  he  is,  he  is  the  peer  of  the  first  man  of 
the  nation,  well  able  to  sustain  himself  and  advance  his 
cause,  against  any  adversary,  and  in  any  field,  where  mind 
and  knowledge  are  the  weapons  used. 

In  politics  he  has  but  acted  out  the  principle  of  his 
own  moral  and  intellectual  character.  He  has  not  con- 
cealed his  thoughts  nor  hidden  his  light  under  a  bushel. 
With  the  boldness  of  conscious  rectitude  and  the  frank- 
ness of  downright  honesty,  he  has  not  failed  to  avow  his 
opinions  of  public  affairs  upon  all  fitting  occasions. 

This  I  know  may  subject  him  to  the  carping  censure 
of  that  class  of  politicians  who  mistake  cunning  for  wis- 
dom and  falsehood  for  ingenuity ;  but  such  men  as  Lin- 
coln must  act  in  keeping  with  their  own  characters,  and 
hope  for  success  only  by  advancing  the  truth  prudently 
and  maintaining  it  bravely.  All  his  old  political  ante- 
cedents are,  in  my  judgment,  exactly  right,  being  square 
up  to  the  old  Whig  standard.  And  as  to  his  views  about 
"  the  pestilent  negro  question,"  I  am  not  aware  that  he 
has  gone  one  step  beyond  the  doctrines  publicly  and 
habitually  avowed  by  the  great  lights  of  the  Whig  party, 
Clay,  Webster,  and  their  fellows,  and  indeed  sustained 
and  carried  out  by  the  Democrats  themselves,  in  their 
wiser  and  better  days. 

The  following,  I  suppose,  are  in  brief  his  opinions  up- 
on that  subject :  1.  Slavery  is  a  domestic  institution 
within  the  States  which  choose  to  have  it,  and  it  exists 
within  those  States  beyond  the  control  of  Congress. 
2.  Congress  has  supreme  legislative  power  over  all  the 
Territories,  and  may,  at  its  discretion,  allow  or  forbid  the 
existence  of  Slavery  within  them.  3.  Congress,  in  wis- 
dom and  sound  policy,  ought  not  so  to  exercise  its  power, 
directly  or  indirectly,  as  to  plant  and  establish  Slavery 
in  any  Territory  theretofore  free.  4.  And  that  it  is  unwise 
and  impolitic  in  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  to 
acquire  trofiical  regions  for  the  mere  purpose  of  convert- 
ing them  into  Slave  States. 

These,  I  believe,  are  Mr.  Lincoln's  opinions  upon  the 
matter  of  Slavery  in  the  Territories,  and  I  concur  in 
them.  They  are  no  new  inventions,  made  to  suit  the  ex- 
igencies of  the  hour,  but  have  come  down  to  us,  as  the 
Declaration  of  Independence  and  the  Constitution  have, 
sanctioned  by  the  venerable  authority  of  the  wise  and 
good  men  who  established  our  institutions.  They  are 
conformable  to  law,  principle  and  wise  policy,  and  their 
utility  is  proven  in  practice  by  the  as  yet  unbroken  cur- 
rent of  our  political  history.  They  will  prevail,  not  only 
because  they  are  right  in  themselves,  but  also  because  a 
great  and  still  growing  majority  of  the  people  believe 
them  to  be  right ;  and  the  sooner  they  are  allowed  to 
prevail  in  peace  and  harmony,  the  better  for  all  con- 
cerned, as  well  those  who  are  against  them  as  those  who 
are  for  them. 

I  am  a«are  thatsmalU  partisans,  in  their  little  warfare 
against  opposing  leaders,  do  sometimes  assail  them  by 
the  trick  of  tearing  from  their  contexts  gome  particular 
objectionable  phrases,  penned,  perhaps,  in  the  hurry  of 
composition,  or  spoken  iu  the  heat  of  oral  debate,  and 


holding  them  up  to  the  public  as  the  leading  doctrines 
of  the  person  assailed,  and  drawing  from  them  their  own 
uncharitable  inferences.  That  line  of  attack  betrays  a 
little  mind  conscious  of  its  weakness,  for  the  falsity  of  its 
logic  is  not  more  apparent  than  the  injustice  of  its  de- 
signs. No  public  man  can  stand  that  ordeal,  and,  how- 
ever willing  men  may  be  to  see  it  ai>plied  to  their  adver- 
saries, all  tlinch  from  the  torture  when  api>lied  to  them- 
selves. In  fact,  the  man  who  never  said  a  foolish  thing, 
will  hardly  be  able  to  prove  that  he  ever  said  many  wise 
ones. 

I  consider  Mr.  Lincoln  a  sound,  safe,  national  man.  He 
could  not  be  sectional  if  lie  tried.  His  birth,  education, 
the  habits  of  his  life,  and  his  geographical  position,  com- 
pel him  to  be  national.  All  his  feelings  and  interest  are 
identified  with  the  great  valley  of  the  Mississi];iii,  near 
whose  centre  he  has  spent  his  whole  life.  The  valley  is 
not  a  section,  but,  conspicuously,  the  body  of  the  nation, 
and,  large  as  it  is,  it  is  not  capable  of  being  divided  into 
sections,  for  the  great  river  cannot  be  divided.  It  is  one 
and  indivisible,  and  the  North  and  the  South  are  alike 
necessary  to  its  comfort  and  prosperity.  Its  people,  too, 
in  all  their  interests  and  affections,  are  as  broad  and 
general  as  the  regions  they  inhabit.  They  are  emigrants, 
a  mixed  multitude,  coming  from  ever}'  State  in  the  Tnion, 
and  from  most  couniries  in  Europe;  they  are  unwilling, 
therefore,  to  submit  to  any  one  petty  local  standard. 
They  love  the  nation  as  a  whole,  and  they  love  all  its 
parts,  for  they  are  bound  to  them  all,  not  only  by  a  feel- 
ing of  common  interest  and  mutual  dependence,  but  also 
by  the  recollections  of  childhood  and  youth,  by  blood  and 
friendship,  and  by  all  those  social  and  domestic  charities 
which  sweeten  life,  and  make  this  world  worth  living  in. 
The  valley  is  beginning  to  feel  its  power,  and  will  soon  be 
strong  enough  to  dictate  the  law  of  the  land.  AVhenever 
that  state  of  things  shall  come  to  pass,  it  will  be  most 
fortunate  for  the  nation  to  find  the  powers  of  Government 
lodged  in  the  hands  of  men  whose  habits  of  thought, 
whose  position  and  surrounding  circumstances,  constrain 
them  to  use  those  powers  for  general  and  not  sectional 
ends. 

I  give  my  opinion  freely  in  favor  of  Mr.  Lincoln,  and  I 
hope  that  for  the  good  of  the  whole  country,  he  may  he 
elected.  But  it  is  not  my  intention  to  take  any  active 
part  in  the  canvass.  For  many  years  past,  I  have  had 
little  to  do  with  public  affairs,  and  have  aspired  to  no 
political  office ;  and  now,  in  view  of  the  mad  excitement 
which  convulses  the  country,  and  the  general  disruption 
and  disorder  of  parties  and  the  elements  which  compose 
them,  I  am  more  than  ever  assured  that  for  me,  person- 
ally, there  is  no  political  future,  and  I  accept  the  condi- 
tion with  cheerful  satisfaction.  Still,  I  cannot  discharge 
myself  from  the  life-long  duty  to  watch  the  conduct  of 
men  in  power,  and  to  resist,  so  far  as  a  mere  private  man 
may,  the  fearful  progress  of  official  corruption,  which  for 
several  years  past  has  sadly  marred  and  defiled  the  fair 
fabric  of  our  Government. 

If  Mr.  Lincoln  should  be  elected,  coming  in  as  a  new 
man  at  the  head  of  a  young  party  never  before  in  power, 
he  may  render  a  great  service  to  his  country,  which  no 
Democrat  could  render.  He  can  march  straight  forward 
in  the  discharge  of  his  high  duties,  guided  only  by  his  own 
good  judgment  and  honest  purposes,  without  any  necessity 
to  temporize  with  established  abuses,  to  wink  at  the  delin- 
quencies of  old  party  friends,  or  to  unlearn  and  discard 
the  bad  official  habits  that  have  grown  up  under  the  mis- 
government  of  his  Democratic  predecessors.  In  short,  he 
can  be  an  honest  and  bold  reformer  on  easier  and  cheaper 
terms  than  any  Democratic  President  can  be— for,  in  pro- 
ceeding in  the  good  work  of  cleansing  and  purifying  the 
administrative  departments,  he  will  have  no  occasion  to 
expose  the  vices,  assail  the  interests,  or  thwart  the  ambi- 
tion of  his  political  friends. 

Degging  your  pardon  for  the  length  of  this  letter,  I 
remain,  with  great  respect,  your  friend  and  obedient 
servant, 

Ed-wakd  Bates. 
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THE    MONROE   DOCTRINE. 


So  much  has  been  wildly  said  of  what  is 
termed  the  "  Monroe  Doctrine,"  in  rej^ard  to  the 
influence  of  European  Powers  on  this  continent, 
that  wc  publish  exactly  wiiat  President  Monioe 
said  on  tlie  subject.  We  copy  from  tlie  Seventh 
Annual  Messivge  of  Mr.  Monroe,  dated  December 
2,  lS2a: 

"  It  was  't  iti-il,  at  the  commencement  of  the  la^t  session,  j 
thit  H  great  effort  nriis  then  mukin$;  in  S|>  liii  and  I'urtug.il 
to  improve  the  comlilion  of  tlie  people  of  those  countrieit, 
and  lliat  it  uppeareil  to  l>e  conducted  with  extraordinary  | 
moderation.  Il  need  scarcely  be  reinarkeil  tliat  tUe  re-  i 
Bult  liat  be-.-n,  <o  far,  very  dilTerent  from  what  was  then  I 
anticipateil.  Of  events  in  that  quarter  of  llie  glolie,  witli  j 
whicli  we  hav-  bo  mucli  intercourse,  and  from  wtiicli  we 
derive  our  origin,  we  have  always  been  anxious  and  in- 
terested spectauirs.  Tlie  citizens  of  the  United  States 
cherish  sentiineutj  the  most  friendly  in  favor  of  the  liberty 
and  happiness  of  their  fellow-men  on  that  siile  of  the 
Atlantic.  In  the  wars  of  the  European  powers,  in  matters 
relating  to  themselves,  we  have  never  taken  any  part. 
Dor  docs  It  comport  with  our  policy  so  to  do.  Il  is  only 
when  our  rights  are  invaded  or  seriously  menaced,  that 
we  resent  injuries  or  make  preparation  for  our  defense. 
With  the  move:iients  in  this  hemisphere  we  are  of  neces- 
gity  more  immediately  connected,  and  by  causes  which 
must  be  obvious  to  all  enlightened  and  impartial  ob?er- 
Tt-rs.  The  political  system  of  the  allieil  powers  is  essen- 
tially diBTereiit  In  ttiis  resp..-ct  from  that  of  America. 
This  diir..-rence  proceeds  from  that  which  exists  in  ihejr 
respecUve  governments.  And  to  the  defense  of  our  own, 
which  has  been  achieved  by  the  loss  of  so  much  blood  and 
treasure,  and  matured  by  the  wisdom  of  their  most 
enlightened  citizens,  ami  under  which  we  have  enjoyed 
nnexainpleil  felicity,  this  whole  nation  is  devoted.  We 
owe  it,  tlieref 're,  to  candor,  and  to  the  amicable  relations 
existing  between  the  United  States  and  those  powers  to 
declare,  that  we  should  consider  any  attempt  on  their 
part  to  extend  their  vystem  to  any  portion  of  this  hemi- 
sphere as  dangerous  to  our  peace  and  safely.  With  the 
existing  colonies  or  dependencies  of  any  European  power 
we  have  not  Interfered,  and  shall  not  interfere.  But  with 
the  goTernment:i  who  have  declared  their  iudepeudeace, 


and  maintained  It,  and  wliose  iniK-pen.i'-nce  we  have,  on 
great  consideration,  ami  on  Just  principles,  acknowledged, 
we  could  not  view  any  interposition  for  the  jiurpose  of 
oppressing  them,  or  controlling  in  any  other  manner  their 
destiny,  Ijy  any  European  power,  in  any  other  I'ght  than 
as  the  manifestatioti  of  an  unfriendly  disposili"n  toward 
the  United  Slutes.  In  the  war  between  these  new  govern- 
ments and  Spain,  we  declared  our  neutrality  at  the  time 
of  their  rei.-ogiiitioii,  and  to  this  we  have  adhered,  and 
shall  continue  to  adhere,  proviiied  no  change  shall  occur, 
which  ill  the  judgment  of  the  competent  authorities  of  this 
Government,  shall  make  a  corresponding  change  on  the 
part  of  the  United  Slates  indi''pensable  to  their  s-ecurity. 
"  The  laie  events  in  Spain  and  I'ortugal  show  that  Europe 
is  still  unsettled.  Of  this  important  fact  no  stronger  proof 
can  be  adduced  than  that  the  allied  powers  should  have 
th^iught  it  proper,  on  a  principle  satisfactory  to  them- 
selves, to  h;ive  interposed  by  force  in  the  internal  concerns 
of  Sp  tin.  To  what  extent  such  interposition  may  be  car- 
ried, on  the  same  principle,  is  a  question  to  which  all 
independent  powers,  whose  governments  difTer  from 
theirs,  are  interested — even  those  most  remote,  and  surely 
none  more  so  than  the  United  Stales.  Our  policy  in  re- 
gard to  Europe,  which  was  adopted  at  an  early  stage  of 
the  wars  which  have  so  long  agitated  that  quarter  of  the 
globe,  nevertheless  remains  the  same,  which  is,  not  to 
interfere  in  the  internal  concerns  of  any  of  its  powers  ;  to 
consider  the  Government,  de  /icto,  as  the  legitimate 
Government  for  us;  to  cultivate  friendly  relations  with  it, 
and  to  preserve  those  relations  by  a  frank,  firm,  anil 
manly  policy  ;  meeting,  in  all  instances,  the  just  claims  of 
every  power,  submitting  to  injuries  from  none.  Itut  in 
regard  to  these  c^iiitineiits,  circumstances  are  eminenlly 
and  conspicuously  different.  It  is  impossible  tlial  the 
allied  powers  should  ex'end  their  political  system  to  any 
portion  of  either  continent  williout  endangering  our 
peace  and  happiness  ;  nor  can  any  one  believe  that  our 
southern  brethren,  if  left  to  themselves,  would  adopt  it  of 
their  own  accord.  It  is  equally  iinpossilile,  therefore, 
that  we  should  beliold  such  interposition,  in  any  form, 
witli  indifference.  If  we  look  to  the  comoarative  strength 
and  resources  of  Spain  and  iliose  new  Governments,  and 
their  distance  from  each  other,  it  mu^l  be  obvious  that 
she  can  never  subdue  tiiem.  It  is  still  the  true  policy  of 
the  United  States  to  leave  the  p.irlies  to  themselves,  In 
the  hope  that  other  powers  will  pursue  the  same  course." 


STATES  AXD  STATESMEN   ON  THE  SLAVERY   QUESTION. 


WISCONSI.V    FOR   FREE    SOIL. 

TnE  following  resolutions  were  adopted  by 
the  Wisconsin  (Democratic)  Legislature  in  1848, 
with  only  three  dis.«euting  votes  in  the  Senate 
and  five  in  the  House  : 

W7)freas,  Slavery  Is  an  evil  of  the  first  magnitude, 
morally  and  politically,  and  whatever  may  be  the 
consequences,  it  is  our  duty  to  prohibit  its  extension  in 
all  cases  where  such  prohibition  h  allowed  by  Uie  Con- 
stitution :  Therefore, 

Jltfolred,  By  the  Senate  and  Assembly  of  the  State  of 
Wisconsin,  that  the  introrluction  of  Slavery  into  thb 
country  is  to  be  deeply  deplored  ;  that  its  extension 
onght  to  be  prohibited  by  every  constitutional  barrier 
within  the  power  of  Congress  ;  that  in  the  admission  of 
new  territory  into  the  Union,  there  ought  to  be  an  in- 
hibitory provision  against  its  introduction,  unless  clearly 
and  unequivocally  admitted  by  the  Con.slitution — inas- 
much as  in  ail  cases  of  doubtful  construction,  the  Uights 
of  Man  ami  the  cause  of  Liberty  ought  to  prevail. 

Rmolreil,  That  our  Senators  in  Congress  be,  and  they 
are  hereby,  instructed,  and  our  Representatives  are  re- 
quested, to  use  their  influence  to  insert  into  the  organic 
act  for  the  government  of  any  new  territory  already 
acquired  or  heeafter  to  be  acquired,  that  is  now  free,  an 
ordinance  forever  prohibiting  the  introduction  of 
Slavery  or  involuntary  servitude  into  said  teriiiory   ex- 


cept as  a  punishment  for  crime,  of  which  the  party  shall 
have  been  duly  convicted  according  to  law. 

Jiesolred,  That  His  Kxcellency  ttie  Governor  Is  here- 
by requested  Immediately  to  forward  a  copy  of  the  fore- 
going resolutions  to  each  of  oiir  Senators  and  Kepresen- 
tatives,  to  be  by  them  laid  before  Congress. 

THE     DEMOCRACT     OF     MAINE     YOW.     THE     WILMOT 
PKOVISO. 

Resolutions  adopted  by  a  Convention  of  the 
Democratic  party  of  Maine,  in  June,  1849  : 

Jtf»olreil,  That  the  Institution  of  human  Slavery  is  at 
variance  with  the  theory  of  our  government,  abhorrent 
to  the  common  sentiments  of  mankind,  and  f.  aught  with 
danger  to  all  who  come  within  the  sphere  of  its  intluence, 
that  the  Federal  Government  possesses  adequate  power 
to  inhibit  its  existence  in  the  Territories  of  ilie  Union; 
and  that  we  enjoin  upon  our  Senators  and  Representa- 
tives in  Congress  to  make  every  exertion  and  employ  all 
their  Influence  to  procure  the  "passage  of  a  la»v  forever 
excluding  Slavery  from  the  Territories  of  California  and 
New-Mexico. 

DELAWARE    FOR    FREE    TERRITORY. 

The  followinn;  jireainble  and  resolution  wore 
adopted  by  the  Legislature  of  Delaware  iu 
1847  : 
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Whereas,  A  crisis  has  arrivd  in  the  public  jiffairs  of 
the  Nation,  whicli  requires  the  free  and  full  expression  of 
the  people,  througli  their  legal  representatives;  and 
Whereas.,  The  United  States  is  at  war  willi  the  Republic 
of  .Mexico,  occasioned  by  the  Annexation  of  Texas,  witli 
■A  view  to  the  addition  of  Slave  Territory  to  our  country, 
and  the  extending  of  Slave  power  in  our  Union;  ami 
Whereas,  In  the  opinion  of  the  General  Assenil)ly,  such 
acquisitions  are  hostile  to  the  spirit  of  our  Free  Insti- 
tut;on>,  and  contrary  to  sound  morality  ;  therefore  be  it 

Resol/ved,  By  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives 
of  tne  State  of  Delaware  in  General  Assembly  met,  That 
iiui-  Senators  and  Representatives  in  Congress  are  hereby 
r  quested  to  vote  against  the  annexation  of  any  Territory 
I)  our  Union,  which  shall  not  thereafter  be  forever  free 
fi  om  Slavery. 

MASSACHUSETTS    AGAINST    SLAVERY. 

The  following  resolution  was  passed  by  the 
Legislature  of  Massachusetts  in  1847,  in  con- 
nection with  others  on  the  subject  of  the  Mexi- 
can war. 

Resolved,  That  our  attention  is  directed  anew  to  tlie 
wrong  and  '•  enormity  "  of  Slavery,  and  to  the  tyranny 
and  usurpation  of  the  "  Slave  Power,"  as  di3|)layed  in  the 
history  of  our  country,  particularly  in  the  annexation  of 
Texas,  and  the  present  war  with  Mexico,  and  that  we  are 
impressed  with  the  unalterable  condition,  that  a  regard 
for  the  fair  fame  of  our  country,  for  the  principle  of 
morals,  and  for  that  righteousness  that  exalteth  a  nation, 
sanctions  and  requires  all  constitutional  eiforts  for  ihe 
destruction  of  the  unjust  influence  of  the  Slave  power, 
and  for  the  abolition  of  Slavery  within  the  limits  of  the 
United  States. 

THE     WHIGS     OF     MASSACHUSETTS     AGAINST 
SLAVERY. 

The  Massachusetts  State  Convention,  held  at 
Springfield,  in  the  latter  part  of  the  month  of 
September,  1847,  and  at  which  Daniel  Webster 
was  nominated  as  a  candidate  for  the  Presi- 
dency, passed  the  following  among  other  re- 
solutions : 

Resolved,  That  the  war  with  Mexico — the  predicted,  if 
not  tlie  legitimate  offspring,  of  the  annexation  of  Texas — 
begun  in  a  palpable  violation  of  the  Constitution,  and 
the  usurpation  of  the  powers  of  Congress  by  the  Presi- 
dent, and  carried  on  in  reckless  indifference  and  di-regard 
of  the  blood  and  treasure  of  the  Nation — can  have  no 
object  which  can  be  effected  by  the  acquisition  of  Me.vi- 
Can  territory,  under  the  circumstance  of  the  countiy — 
uidess  under  adequate  securities  for  the  protection  of 
human  liberty — can  have  no  other  probable  result  than 
the  ultimate  advancement  of  the  sectional  supremacy  of 
the  Slave  Power. 

After  recommending  "  Peace  with  Mexico, 
without  dismemberment,"  and  "  No  addition  of 
Mexican  Territories  to  the  American  Union," 
the  Convention 

Resolved,  That  if  this  course  should  be  rejected  and  the 
war  shall  be  prosecuted  to  the  final  subjection  or  dismeni- 
bermeat  of  .Mexico,  the  Whigs  of  Massachusetts  now  de- 
clare, and  put  this  declaration  of  purpo.-e  on  record,  that 
Massachusetts  will  never  consent  that  Mexican  Territory, 
however  acquired,  shall  become  a  part  of  the  American 
Union,  unless  on  the  unalterable  condition  that  ''  there 
Bhall  be  neither  Slavery  nor  Involuntary  Servitude  therein, 
Otherwise  than  in  the  punishment  of  crime." 

Jlesolved,'\:Uii'i  in  making  this  declaration  of  her  pur- 
pose, Massachusetts  announces  no  new  principle  of  action 
in  regard  to  her  sister  States,  and  makes  no  new  applica- 
tion of  principles  already  acknowledged.  Sue  merely 
States  the  great  American  principle  embodied  in  our  De- 
claration of  Indepenilence — the  political  equality  of  per- 
sons in  the  civil  slate  ;  the  principles  adopteil  in  the  legis- 
lation of  the  States  under  the  Confederation,  and  some- 
times by  the  Constitution — in  the  admission  of  all  the 
new  States  formed  from  the  only  Territory  belonging  to 
the  Union  at  tlie  adoption  of  the  Constitution — it  is,  in 
short,  the  imperishable  principle  set  forth  in  the  ever 
memorable  Ordinance  of  17S7,  which  has  for  more  than 
half  a  century  been  the  fundamental  law  of  human 
liberty  in  the  great  valley  of  the  Lakes,  the  Oliio,  and 
the  Mississippi,  with  what  brilliant  success,  and  witli  what 
unparalleled  results,  let  the  great  and  growing  Stales  cif 
Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois,  Michigan,  and  Wisconsin,  answer 
and  declare. 


MR.   WEBSTER    AGAINST    SLAVERY    EXTENSION. 

Ill  tlie  United  States  Senate,  in  Aug.,  1848. 
.Mr.  Web.ster,  in  speaking  on  the  bill  to  organize 
the  Territory  of  Oregon  with  a  clause  prohibit- 
ing Slavery,  said : 

The  question  now  is,  whether  it  is  not  competent  tc 
Congress,  in  the  exercise  of  a  fair  and  just  discretion,  to 
say  that,  considering  that  there  have  been  five  slave- 
holding  States  (Louisiana,  Florida,  Arkansas,  Missouri 
and  Texas)  added  to  the  Union  out  of  foreign  acquisi- 
tions, and  as  yet  only  one  Free  State,  whether,  under  this 
state  of  things,  it  is  unreasonable  and  unjust  in  the 
slightest  degree  to  limit  their  farther  extens».r>  ?  That  it 
the  question.  I  see  no  injustice  in  it.  As  to  the  powei 
of  Congress  I  have  nothing  to  add  to  what  I  said  th* 
other  day.  I  have  said  that  I  shall  consent  to  no  E3> 
tension  of  the  area  of  Slavery  on  this  Continent,  noi 
any  increase  of  Slave  Jiepreseyiiation  in  the  otha 
House  of  Congress, 

MILLARD    Fillmore's    views. 

His  Buffalo  Letter  o/1838. 

Buffalo,  Oct.  17, 1838. 

Sir  :  Your  communication  of  the  13th  inst.,  as  chairman 
of  the  committee  appointed  by  "  The  Anti-Slavery  Society 
of  the  County  of  Erie,"  has  just  come  to  hand.  You  solicit 
my  answer  to  the  following  interrogatories  : 

1st.  Do  you  believe  that  petitions  to  Congi-ess,  on  the 
subject  of  Slavery  and  the  Slave-trade,  ouglit  to  be  rft- 
ceived,  read,  and  respectfully  considered  by  the  represen- 
tatives of  the  people? 

id.  Are  you  opposed  to  the  annexation  of  Texas  tc  this 
Union  under  any  circumstances,  so  long  as  slaves  are  held 
therein  ? 

3d.  Are  you  in  favor  of  Congress  exercising  all  the 
power  it  possesses  to  abolish  the  Internal  Slave-tra*le  be- 
tween the  States  ? 

4th.  Are  you  in  favor  of  immediate  legislation  for  the 
Abolition  of  Slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia  ? 

Answer. — I  am  much  engaged,  and  have  no  time  to 
enter  into  argument,  or  explain  at  length  my  reasons  for 
my  opinions.  I  shall  therefore  content  myself,  for  the 
present,  by  answering  all  your  interrogatories  in  the  affir- 
mative, and  leave  for  some  future  occasion  a  more  ex- 
tended discussion  on  the  subject. 

1  would,  however,  take  this  occasion  to  say,  that  in  thus- 
frankly  giving  my  opinion,  I  would  not  desire  to  have  it 
understood  in  the  nature  of  a  pledge.  At  the  same  time 
that  I  seek  no  disguise,  but  freely  give  my  sentiments  on 
any  subject  of  interest  to  those  for  whose  suffrages  I  am  a 
candidate,  I  am  opposed  to  giving  any  pledge  that  shall 
deprive  me  hereafter  of  all  discretionary  power.  My  own 
character  must  be  the  guaranty  for  the  general  correct- 
ness of  my  legislative  deportment.  On  every  important 
subject  I  am  bound  to  deliberate  before  I  act,  and  espe 
daily  as  a  legislator,  to  possess  myself  of  all  the  informa 
tion,  and  listen  to  every  argument  that  can  be  adduced 
by  my  associates,  before  I  give  a  final  vote.  If  I  stand 
pledged  to  a  particular  course  of  action,  I  cease  to  be  a 
responsible  agent,  but  I  become  a  mere  machine.  Should 
subsequent  events  show,  beyond  all  doubt,  that  the  course 
I  had  become  pledged  to  pursue  was  ruinous  to  my  con- 
stituents and  disgraceful  to  myself,  I  have  no  alternative, 
no  oiiportunity  for  repentance,  and  there  is  no  power  to 
absolve  me  from  my  obligation.  Hence  the  impropriety, 
not  to  say  absurdity,  in  my  view,  of  giving  a  pledge. 

I  am  aware  that  you  have  not  asked  my  pledge,  and  1 
believe  I  know  your  sound  judgment  and  good  sense  too 
well  to  think  you  desire  any  such  thing.  It  was,  however, 
to  prevent  any  misrepresentation  on  the  part  of  others, 
that  I  have  felt  it  my  duty  thus  much  on  this  subject. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Millard  Fillmore. 

AV.  Mills,  Esq.,  chairman. 

MR.  Fillmore's  albant  speech  of  1856. 

The  following  is  Mr.  Fillmore's  speech,  de- 
livered at  Albany,  in  July,  1856  : 

Mr.  Mayor  and  Fellmc-Citizens  :  This  overwlielming 
demonstration  of  congratulation  and  welcome  almost  de- 
prives me  of  the  power  of  speech.  Here,  nearly  thirty 
years  ago,  I  commenced  my  political  career.  In  this 
building  I  first  saw  a  legislative  body  in  session  ;  but  at 
that  time  it  never  entered  into  the  aspirations  of  ray 
heart  that  I  ever  should  receive  such  a  welcome  as  this 
in  the  capital  of  my  native  State. 

You  have  been  pleased,  sir,  to  allude  to  my  former 
services  and  my  probable  course  if  I  should  a«aia  be 
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called  to  the  position  of  Chief  MagUtrale  of  the  nation. 
It  is  not  pleasant  to  .speak  uf  one'^  self,  ,vel  I  trust  that 
the  occasion  will  justify  me  in  brielly  allmlinK  to  one  or 
two  events  coiinectcJ  with  my  ailiiiini.slralioii.  You  all 
know  iti.it  when  I  w».<  calleil  lo  the  Kxecutive  chair  by  a 
be  eavenient  wliich  .■^hroiidej  a  nation  in  mourning;,  that 
the  country  was  unfortunately  agitated  from  one  end  to 
the  other  upon  the  all-e.\cilin>;  subject  of  Slavery.  It 
was  then,  sir,  thai  1  fell  it  Miy  duty  to  rise  above  every 
sectional  prejudice,  ami  hiok  to  the  welfire  of  the  whole 
nation.  I  wiis  comptlU-il  to  a  cert.iin  extent  to  overcome 
longcherished  prejudices,  and  disre^rard  party  claims. 
But  in  doing  this,  sir,  I  did  no  more  lliaii  w:is  done  by 
many  abler  and  belter  men  than  myself  I  was  by  no 
means  the  sole  instrument,  under  Providence,  in  har- 
mon  zing  these  ditticul:ies.  There  were  at  that  time 
noble,  independent,  hi).'h-80uled  men  in  both  Houses  of 
Cong,  ess,  belonging  to  both  the  great  political  parties  of 
the  country — Wbigs  and  Democrats— who  spurned  the 
dictation  of  selfish  party  leaders,  and  rallied  around  my 
adiiiiu:stral.on  in  support  of  the  great  measures  which 
restored  peace  to  an  agitated  and  distracted  country. 
Some  of  these  have  gone  lo  their  eternal  rest,  with  the 
bless. ngs  of  Iheir  country  on  their  heads,  but  others  yet 
survive,  deserving  the  beneiliction  and  honors  of  a 
grateful  people.  IJy  the  blessings  of  Divine  Providence, 
our  etlorts  were  crowned  witli  s  gnal  success,  and  when 
I  left  the  Presidential  chair,  the  whole  nation  was  pros- 
pe.ous  and  contented,  and  our  relations  with  all  foreign 
nations  were  of  the  most  amicable  kind.  The  cloud  that 
hung  upon  the  horizon  was  dissipated.  Uut  where  are 
we  now  ?  Alas  1  threatened  at  home  with  civil  war,  and 
from  abroad  with  a  ru|>ture  of  our  peaceful  relations.  I 
shall  not  seek  to  trace  the  causes  of  this  change.  These 
are  the  facts,  and  it  is  for  you  to  ponder  upon  them  Of 
the  present  .\dministralion  1  have  nothing  to  say,  for  1 
know  and  can  appreciate  the  difficulties  of  administering 
this  governmenl,  and  if  the  jiresent  E.xeculive  and  his 
supporters  have  with  good  intentions  and  honest  hearts 
made  a  mistake,  1  hope  (iod  may  forgive  Ihem  as  I  freely 
do.  Bui,  if  there  be  those  who  have  brou'.'ht  these  cal- 
amities upon  the  country  for  selfish  or  ambitious  objects, 
it  is  your  duly,  fcllow-c.tizens,  to  hold  them  to  a  strict 
responsibility. 

The  agitation  which  disturbed  the  peace  of  the  coun- 
try in  1^0o,  was  unavoidable.  It  wjis  brought  upon  us 
by  the  acijuisition  of  new  territory,  for  the  governmenl 
of  which  it  was  necessary  to  provide  territorial  organi- 
zation. But  it  is  for  you  to  say  whether  the  present  agi- 
tation, wtiich  distracts  the  country  and  threatens  us  w  ilh 
dvil  war,  has  not  been  recklessly  and  wantonly  pro- 
duced, by  the  adoption  of  a  measure  to  aid  personal  ad- 
Tanceinenl  rather  than  in  any  public  good. 

S.r,  you  have  been  pleased  to  say,  that  I  have  the 
Union  of  these  Slates  at  heart ;  this,  sir,  is  most  true,  for 
if  there  be  one  object  dearer  to  me  than  any  other,  it  is 
the  unity,  prosperity,  and  glory  of  this  great  republic  ; 
and  I  confess  frankly,  sir,  that  I  fear  it  is  in  danger.  1 
say  nothing  of  any  particular  section,  much  less  of  the 
several  candidates  before  the  people.  1  presume  they 
are  all  honorable  men.  But,  sir,  what  do  we  see  ?  An 
exasperated  feeling  between  the  Xorlh  and  the  South,  on 
the  most  e.xciting  of  all  topics,  resulting  in  bloodshed 
and  organized  military  array. 

But  iliis  is  not  all,  sir.  We  see  a  political  party  pre- 
senting candidates  for  the  Presidency  and  Vice-Preji- 
dency,  selected  fur  the  first  lime  from  the  Free  States 
alone,  with  the  avowed  purpose  of  electing  these  candi- 
dates by  suffrages  of  one  part  of  the  Union  only,  to  rule 
over  the  whole  United  States.  Can  it  be  possible  that 
those  who  are  engaged  in  such  a  measure  can  have  seri- 
ously rellecied  upon  the  consequences  which  must  inevi- 
tably follow,  in  case  of  success  ?  Can  they  have  the 
madness  or  the  folly  to  believe  that  our  Southern  breth- 
ren would  submit  to  be  governed  by  such  a  Chief  .Magi.s- 
trale?  Would  he  be  required  to  follow  the  same  rule 
prescribed  by  those  who  elected  him,  in  making  his  ap- 
pointments? If  a  man  living  south  of  .Mason  and  Ihxon's 
line  be  not  worthy  to  be  President  or  Vice-President, 
would  it  be  proper  to  select  one  from  the  same  quarter 
as  one  of  his  cabinet  council  or  to  represent  the  nation 
in  a  foreign  country  ?  Or,  indeed,  lo  collect  the  revenue, 
or  administer  the  laws  of  the  Cn.ted  Stales?  If  not. 
what  new  rule  ia  the  President  to  adopt  in  selecting  men 
for  oQice,  that  the  people  themselves  discard  in  selecting 
liim  ?  These  are  serious,  bul  practical  questions,  and  in 
order  to  appreciate  them  fully,  it  is  only  necessary  to 
turn  the  tables  upon  ourselves.  Suppo-e  ihat  the  .South, 
having  a  majority  of  the  electoral  votes,  should  declare 
that  iiiey  would  only  have  slaveholders  for  Pres.dent 
and  Vice-Piesideni,  and  should  elect  -uch  by  Iheir  ex- 
clus.ve  s-4Urages   «u   rule  over  us  at  the  Xoith.     l»o  you 


think  we  would  submit  to  It*  No,  not  for  a  moment. 
.\nddoyou  believelh.it  your  Southern  bretlirfn  are  les* 
sensitive  on  th.s  subject  than  you  are,  or  less  jealous  of 
their  rights?  If  you  do,  let  me  tell  you  tli.it  you  are 
mistaken.  AncI,  therefore,  you  must  see  that  if  this  sec- 
tional parly  succeeds.  It  leads  inevitably  lo  the  destruc- 
tion of  this  beautiful  fabric  reared  by  our  forefather.-.,  ce- 
meiitcd  by  Uieir  blood,  and  bequeathed  to  us  as  u  price- 
less inlie  :taD-r. 

I  tell  you.  my  friends,  that  I  feel  deeply,  and  there- 
fore 1  speak  earnestly  on  this  subject  (cries  of  'you'ro 
r.ght  I" I  foi  I  feel  that  you  are  in  danger.  1  am  ileter- 
mined  lo  make  a  clean  breast  of  il.  1  will  wash  my 
hands  of  the  consequences,  whatever  Ihey  may  be  ;  and 
I  tell  you  thai  we  are  treading  upon  the  brink  of  a  vol- 
cano, that  is  liable  at  any  moment  to  burst  forth  and 
overwhelm  the  nation.  I  might,  by  soft  words,  inspire 
delusive  hiii)es,  and  thereby  win  voles.  But  I  can  never 
consent  to  be  one  thing  to  the  North  and  aiiotlier  to  tlit 
South.  I  should  despise  myself,  if  I  could  be  guilty  of 
such  duplicity.  For  my  conscience  would  exclaim,  with 
the  dramatic  poet : 

"  Is  there  not  some  chosen  curse. 
Some  hidden  ihuiijLT  m  liie  stores  of  h  -aven, 
Kel  Willi  uiii'oiniiiou  wralli,  lo  blast  Ihe  mall 
Wl.o  owes  h.%  greatness  lo  his  country's  riiiu  V 
In  the  language  of  the  lamented,  but  immortal  Clay  : 
"  I  had  rather  be  right  than  be  President !" 

II  seems  to  me  impossible  that  those  engaged  in  this 
can  have  contemplated  the  awful  consequences  of  suc- 
cess. If  il  breaks  asunder  the  bonds  of  our  Union,  and 
spreads  anarchy  and  evil  war  through  the  land,  what  ia 
it  le^s  than  moral  treason?  Law  and  common  sense 
hold  a  man  responsible  for  the  natural  consequence  of 
his  acts,  and  must  not  those  whose  acts  tend  to  the  de- 
struction of  the  tiovernment,  be  equally  held  responsi- 
ble ? 

And  let  me  also  add,  that  when  this  Union  is  dissolved, 
it  will  not  be  divided  into  two  republics,  or  two  mon- 
archies, but  be  broken  into  fragments,  and  at  war  with 
each  ulher. 

.MR.    FILLMORk's     LKTTKR    TO    A    XEW-YOUK     U.NIO.N 
MKETING    IN    1859. 

The  lollowing  is  an  e.Mract  from  n  letter  of 
Mr.  Filliiioie,  (ilated  Dec.  16,  IfcS'J),  in  reply  to 
nil  invitiiiioa  to  iitteiul  u  Union  Meeting  ut 
Cooper  Institute,  New-York. 

But  It  seems  to  me  that  if  my  opinions  are  of  any  im- 
portance to  my  countrymen,  they  now  have  theui  in  a 
much  more  responsible  and  satsfaclory  form  than  1 
could  give  them  by  participating  in  the  proceedings  of 
any  meeting.  My  sentiments  on  this  unfortuiiaie  ques- 
tion of  slavery,  and  the  constitutional  rights  of  the  .-^oulh 
in  regard  to  it.  have  not  changed  since  they  were  made 
manifest  to  the  whole  country  by  the  performance  of  a 
painful  duly  in  ajqiroving  and  enforcing  the  Fugitive 
Slave  Law.  What  the  Constitution  gives  I  would  con- 
cede at  every  sacrifice.  I  would  not  seek  to  enjoy  its 
benefits  without  sliaring  its  burdens  and  its  respon.-ibili- 
lies.  I  know  of  no  other  rule  of  political  r  glit  or  expedi- 
ency. Those  were  my  seiitimeiits  then— thi-y  are  my 
sentiinents  now.  I  .stand  by  the  CoiistitutioD  of  my 
countr.v  at  every  hazaid,  and  am  prepared  to  mainta.o 
it  at  every  sacrifice. 

Here  1  might  slop ;  but  since  I  have  yielded  lo  the  Im- 
pulse to  write,  I  will  not  liesi'ate  lo  express,  very  b:  icily, 
my  views  on  one  or  two  events  which  have  occurred 
since  I  re  ired  from  office,  and  which,  in  all  probability, 
have  given  rise  to  your  meeting.  This  I  cannot  do  intel- 
ligibly, without  a  brief  reference  to  some  events  which 
occurred  during  my  administration. 

All  must  remember  that  in  1>A9  and  1S50,  the  country 
was  seveicly  agitated  on  this  disturbing  qnesiion  of 
Slavery.  That  contest  grew  out  of  the  acquisition 
of  new  territory  from  .Mexico,  and  a  contest  between  the 
North  and  South  as  to  whether  Slavery  should  be  toler- 
ated In  any  pari  of  that  Territory.  .Mixed  up  with  this, 
was  a  claim  on  the  part  of  the  sfaveholding  Stales,  th.it 
the  provision  of  the  Constitution  for  the  rendition  of 
fugitives_froni  service  should  be  made  available,  as  the 
law  of  179^1  on  that  subject,  which  depended  chiefly  on 
State  officers  for  ils  execution,  had  become  inoperative, 
because  Slate  officers  were  not  obliged  lo  pe.lurui  that 
duly. 

.Vfter  a  severe  struggle,  which  threatened  the  integrity 
I  of  ilie  Union,  Congress  finally  passed  laws  sett  ing  lliese 
!  questions  ;  and  the  Governmenl  and  the  people  for  a 
I  time  .'eemed  lo  acquiesce  in  that  coi»pro>ni*e  as  a  final 
I  sealeiiieut  uf  tliis  exciting  question  ;  and  it  is  u.Kceed.n^ly 
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<o  be  regretted  that  mistaken  ambition  or  the  hope  of 
promoting  a  party  triumph  should  have  tempted  any 
tine  to  raise  this  question  again.  But  in  an  evil  hour  this 
Pandora's  box  of  Slavery  was  again  opened  by  what  I 
conceive  to  be  an  unjustifiable  alletnpt  to  force  Slavery 
Into  Kansas  by  a  rei)i-al  of  the  Jlissouri  Compromise,  and 
the  floods  of  evils  now  swelling  and  threatening  to  over- 
throw the  Constitution,  and  sweep  away  the  foundation 
ef  the  Government  itself,  and  deluge  this  land  with  fra- 
ternal blood,  may  all  be  traced  to  this  unfortunate  act. 
Whatever  might'  have  been  the  motive,  few  acts  have 
ever  been  so  barren  of  good,  and  so  fruitful  of  evil. 

EDWARD    EVEKETT's    OPINIONS    ON    SLAVERY. 

TuE  following  is  an  extract  of  a  speech  of 
Mr.  Everett,  delivered  iu  tlie  House  of  Represen- 
tatives, March  9,  1826.  (See  Benton's  Abridg- 
ment of  Congressional  Debates,  vol.  8,  page 
Vll.) 


Having  touched  upon  this  point,  I  ought,  perhaps,  to 
add  that,  if  tliere  are  any  members  in  this  House  of  that 
class  of  politicians  to  whom  the  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina  (Mr.  Saunders)  alluded,  as  having  the  disposition, 
though  not  the  power,  to  disturb  the  compromise  contained 
in  the  Constitution  on  this  point,  I  am  not  of  the  number. 
Neither  am  I  one  of  those  citizens  of  the  North,  to  whom 
another  honorable  gentleman  referred,  in  a  publication  to 
which  his  name  was  subscribed,  who  would  think  it  im- 
moral and  irreligious  to  join  in  putting  down  a  servile  in- 
surrection at  the  South:     I  am  no  soldier,  sir  ;  my  habits 
and  education  are  very  unmilitary,  but  there  is  no  cause 
in  which  1  would  sooner  buckle  a  knapsack  to  my  back, 
and  put  a  musket  on  my  shoulder,  than  that.     I  would 
cede  the  whole  continent  to  any  one  who  would  take  it — 
to  England,  to  France,  to  Spain  ;  I  would  see  it  sunk  in 
the  bottom  of  the  ocean  before  I  would  see  any  part  of 
this  fair  America  converted  into  a  continental  Ilayti,  by 
that  awful  process  of  bloodshed  and  desolation,  by  which 
alone  such  a  catastrophe  could  be  brought  on.     The  great 
relation  (if  servituile,  in  some  form  or  other,  with  greater 
or  less  departure  from  the  theoretic  equality  of  man,  is 
inseparable  from  our  nature.     I  know  of  no  way  by  which 
the  form  of  this  servitude  shall  be  fixed,  but  political  insti- 
tution.    Domestic  Slavery  —  though,  I  confess,  not  that 
form  of  servitude  wliich  seems  to  be  the  most  beneficial  to 
the  master — certainly  not  that  which  is  most  beneficial  to 
the  servant — is  not,  in  my  judgment,  to  be  set  down  as  an 
immoral  and  irreligious  relation.     I  cannot  admit  that  re- 
ligion has  but  one  voice  to  the  slave,  and  that  this  voice 
is,  "  Rise  against  your  Master."     No,  sir  ;  the  New  Testa- 
ment says,  "Slaves,  obey  your  Masters;"  and,  though  I 
know  full  well  that,  in  the  benignant  operation  of  Chris- 
tianity, which  gathered  master  and  slave  around  the  same 
communion-table,  this  unfortunate  institution  disappeared 
in  Europe,  yet  I  cannot  admit  that,  while  it  subsists,  and 
where  it  subsists,  its  duties  are  not  presupposed  and  sanc- 
tioned by  religion.     I  certainly  am  not  called  upon  to 
meet  the  charges  brought  against  this  institution,  yet  truth 
obliges  me  to  say  a  word  more  on  the  subject.     I  know 
the  condition  of  working  classes  in  other  countries;  I  am 
intimately  ac((uainted  with  it  in  some  other  countries,  and 
I  have  no  hesitation  iu  saying  that  I  believe  the  slaves  in 
this  country  are  better  clothed  and  fed,  and  less  hardly 
worked,  than  the  peasantry  of  some  of  the  most  prosper- 
ous  States   of  the   continent  of  Europe.      Consider   the 
checks  on  population.      What  keeps  population  down? 
Poverty,  want,  starvation,  disease,  and  all  the  ills  of  life ; 
it  is  these  that  check  population  all  over  the  world.    Now, 
the  slave  poi)ulation  of  the  United  States  increases  faster 
than  the  white,  masters  included.     What  is  the  inference 
as  to  the  physical  condition  of  the  two  classes  of  society  ? 
These   are   opinions  I  have   long   entertained,  and   long 
since  publicly  professed  on  this  subject,  and  which  I  here 
repeat  in  answer  to  the  intimations  to  which  I  have  al- 
ready alluded.     Hut,  sir,  when  Slavery  comes  to  enter 
into  the  Constitution  as  a  political  element — when  it  comes 
to  affect  the  distribution  of  power  amongst  the  States  of 
the  Union,  that  is  a  matter  of  agreement.     If  I  make  an 
agreement  on  this  subject,  I  will  adhere  to  it  like  a  man  ; 
but  I  will  protest  against  any  inferences  being  made  from 
it  like  that  which  was  made  by  the  honorable  mover  of 
these  resolutions.     I  will  protest  against  popularity,  as 
well  as  votes,  being  increased  by  the  ratio  of  three-fifths 
•    of  the  Slaves. 


is  a  great  curse— one  of  the  greatest  evils  that  could  have 
been  interwoven  into  our  system.  I,  Mr.  Chairman,  am 
one  of  those  whom  these  poor  wretches  call  master  ;  I  do 
not  task  them ;  I  feed  and  clothe  them  well ;  but  yet, 
alas !  sir,  they  are  slaves,  and  Slavery  is  a  curse  in  aiiy 
shape.  It  is,  no  doubt,  true  that  there  are  persons  in 
Europe  far  more  degraded  than  our  slaves,  worse  fed, 
worse  clothed,  etc. ;  but,  sir,  this  is  far  from  proving  that 
negroes  ought  to  be  slaves. 

John  Randolph,  of  Virginia.— Sir,  I  envy  neither  the 
head  nor  heart  of  that  man  from  the  North  who  rises  here 
to  defend  Slavery  upon  principle. 

MR.    CAMDRELENG's    VIEWS. 

Churchill  C.  Cambreleng,  of  N.  Y.,  (formerly  of  N.  C.) 
—The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  has  gone  too  far. 
He  has  expressed  opinions  which  ought  not  to  escape  with- 
out animadversion.  I  heard  them  with  equal  surprise  and 
regret.  1  was  astonished  to  hear  him  declare  that  Slavery 
— domestic  Slavery — say  what  you  will,  is  a  condition  of 
life,  as  well  as  any  other,  to  be  justified  by  morality,  reli- 
gion, and  international  law ;  and  when  at  the  close  of  his 
opinion  he  solemnly  declared  that  this  was  his  confession 
of  faith,  I  lamented,  sincerely  lamented,  that 

Star-eved  Science  should  have  wandered  there 
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Mr.  Mitchell,  of  Tennessee.— Sir,  I  do  not  go  the  length 
of  the  gentleu)an  from  Massachusetts,  and  hold  that  the 
exi^teuce  of  Slavery  iin  this  country  is  almost  a  blessing. 
On  the  contrary,  I  am  firmly  settled  in  the  opinion  that  it 


To  bring  us  ba"ck  the  message  of  de.spair." 

If,  sir,  among  the  wild  visions  of  German  philosophy  I 
had  ever  reached  conclusions  like  this;  if  in  the  Aulse  of 
Gottingen  I  had  ever  persuaded  myself  to  adopt  a  politi- 
cal maxim  so  hostile  to  liberal  institutions  and  the  rights 
of  mankind,  1  would  have  locked  it  up  forever  in  the  dark- 
est chambers  of  my  mind.  Or  if  my  zeal  had  been  too 
ardent  for  my  discretion,  this  place,  at  least,  should  never 
have  been  the  theatre  of  my  eloquence.  No,  sir,  if  such 
had  been  my  doctrines  I  would  have  turned  my  back  for- 
ever on  mv  native  land.  Following  the  course  of  "the 
dark  rolliiig  Danube,"  and  cuttnig  my  way  across  the 
Euxine,  I  would  have  visited  a  well-known  market  of  Con- 
stantinople, and  there  preached  my  doctrine  amidst  the 
rattling  chains  of  the  wretched  captives.  Nay,  sir,  I 
would  iiave  gone  from  thence,  and  laid  my  forehead  upon 
the  footstool  of  the  Sultan,  and  besought  him  to  set  his 
foot  upon  my  neck,  as  the  recreant  citizen  of  a  recreant 
Republic. 

EDWARD    EVERETT    ON  GEOGRAPHICAL    PARTIES. 

But,  sir,  I  am  not  prepared  to  admit  that  geographical 
parties  are  the  greatest  evil  this  country  has  to  fear. 
Party  of  all  kinds,  in  its  excess,  is  certainly  the  bane  of 
our  institutions ;  and  I  will  not  take  up  the  time  of  this 
Committee  by  disputing  which  is  most  deleterious,  arsenic 
or  laudanum.  It  is  enough  that  they  are  both  fatal.  The 
evil  of  geographical  parties  is,  that  they  tend  to  sever  the 
Union.  The  evil  of  domestic  parties  is,  that  they  render 
the  Union  not  worth  having.  I  remember  the  time,  sir, 
though  I  was  but  a  boy,  when  under  the  influence  of  do- 
mestTc  parties,  near  neighbors  did  not  speak ;  when  old 
acquaintances  glared  at  each  other  as  they  passed  in  the 
streets ;  when  you  might  wreak  on  a  man  all  the  bitterness 
of  your  personal  and  private  enmity,  and  grind  him  into 
the  dust,  if  you  had  the  power,  and  say,  he  is  a  Democrat, 
he  is  a  Federalist;  he  deserves  it.  Yes,  sir,  when  party 
spirit  pursued  its  victim  from  the  halls  of  legislation,  from 
the  forum,  from  the  market-place,  to  what  should  be  the 
sanctuary  of  the  fireside,  and  filled  hearts  that  would  have 
bled  to  spare  each  other  a  pang,  with  coldness  andes- 
trangement.  Talk  not  to  me  of  your  geographical  parties. 
Thei-e  does  not  live  the  man,  1  thank  God,  on  earth,  to- 
ward whom  1  have  an  unkind  emotion — one  whose  rights 
I  would  invade,  whose  feeUngs  I  would  wound.  But  if 
there  ever  should  be  a  man  to  whom  I  should  stand_  in 
that  miserable  relation,  I  pray  that  mountains  may  rise, 
that  rivers  mav  roll  between  us— that  he  may  never  cross 
my  path,  nor  I  his,  to  turn  the  sweetness  of  human  nature 
into  bitterness  and  gall  in  both  our  bosoia».— Speech  in 
(he  Iloum  of  Jiepreneniaiives,  1S26.— Benton's  De- 
bates, vol.  8,'p.  713. 

MR.  Everett's  VIEWS  in   183*7  and  39. 

Oct.  14th,  1837,  Hon.  Wm.  Jackson,  of  New- 
ton,  Mass.,  wrote  to  Mr.  Everett  a  long  letter 
containing  the  fohowing  questions  : 

Do  justice,  humanity,  and  sound  policy,  alike  re- 
quire that  the  slaves  of  this  country  should  be  emanci- 
pated ?  .  .  ,  ., 

Is  it  the  right  and  duty  of  the  citizens  of  the  non- 
slaveholding  States  to  requi -e  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment the  abolition  of  Slavery  in  the  District  of  Co- 
I  luuibia? 
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Is  it  just  ■»!  safe,  with  regard  to  our  foreign  relnllona 
and  domestic  coiapuct,  to  admit  Texas  into  llie  Uiiiou? 

MR.    EVKRETt's    RKPI-Y. 

Boston,  81*<  Octohtr,  18."J' 

Sir:  I  have  duly  received  your  cDiumun'iMl'oii  of  tlie 
14th  last.,  in  wliicii  you  desire  to  be  furtii^lied  wiili  my 
views  on  certain  questions  tlierein  propoumleil.  rndir 
other  circumstances,  1  should  deem  it  pioper  to  preface 
my  answer  with  some  preliminary  remarl;».  Iiut  my  en- 
gagements at  the  present  time  comi>el  me  to  reply  as 
concisely  as  possible. 

In  answer  to  the  first  question,  I  observe,  tliat  Slavery 
being,  by  universal  admission,  a  social,  political,  and 
moral  evd  of  tlie  first  magnitude,  it  is  required  by  jus- 
tice, humanity,  and  sound  policy  tliat  the  slaves  sliouly^ 
be  emancipated  by  those  having  constitutionally  the 
power  to  effect  that  object,  as  soon  as  it  can  be  done 
peacefully,  and  in  a  manner  to  better  the  condition  of 
the  emancipated.  I  believe  the  most  considerate  por- 
tion of  the  people  of  the  I'nited  States,  in  every  quai  ter, 
unite  in  this  sentiment  ;  and  you  are  aware  lliat  the 
most  eminent  Southern  names  can  be  cited  in  its  sup- 
port. 

In  reply  to  the  second  question,  I  would  remark,  that 
all  tlie  considerations  in  favor  of  emancipation  in  the 
States,  apply  witli  equal  force  to  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia. My  opinions  on  this  subject  are  fully  expressed 
In  the  resolution  adopted  by  the  legislature  last  winter, 
with  a  near  approach  to  unanimity,  in  the  following 
terms  :  "  Itesolvcd,  That  Congress  having  exclusive  legis- 
lation in  the  District  of  Columbia,  possesses  the  riglil  to 
abolish  Slavery  in  the  said  District,  and  that  its  e.xercise 
should  ouly  be  restrained  by  regard  to  the  public 
good." 

1  know  that  the  slave-trade  is  carried  on  to  a  shocking 
extent  in  the  District  of  Columbia.  There  is  no  part  of 
the  South,  where  it  is  reputable  to  be  engaged  in  this 
traffic  ;  and  no  Southern  State,  I  am  persuaded,  would 
permit  its  existence  in  its  own  cuiiital,  ;is  it  exists  at  the 
national  capital.  The  South  and  the  North  ought  to 
unite  in  prohibiting  it,  by  act  of  Congress — which  is  the 
local  legislature  of  the  District.  Th.s  has  been  loudly 
ca'Icd  for,  from  the  District  itself.  X  have  before  me  a 
copy  of  a  petition,  couched  in  very  strong  language, 
against  both  Slavery  and  the  slave-trade  in  the  District 
of  Columbia,  whidi  was  presented  to  Congress  in  lyJ4, 
signed  by  nearly  seven  hundred  and  fifty  names  of 
citizens  of  Washington,  several  of  whom  were  known  to 
me  to  be  of  the  first  consideration.  1  may  observe  in 
this  connection,  that  at  the  same  session,  1  voted  in  the 
negative  on  a  motion  to  lay  upon  the  table  the  petition 
of  the  American  Anti-Slavery  S'lciety  for  the  abolition  of 
Slavery  in  tlie  District  of  Columbia,  and  on  two  other 
motions,  intended,  in  like  manner,  to  deprive  thU  class 
of  petitions  of  a  respectful  reception  and  considera- 
tion. 

The  last  question  propounded  by  you  refers  to  the 
annexation  of  Texas.  It  presents  the  subject  of  Sla- 
very, in  most  of  its  bearings,  in  a  new  light.  In  the 
Slates,  its  introduction  was  the  result  of  a  legislation 
forced  upon  the  colonies,  and  in  many  cases,  in  despite 
of  acts  pa.ued  by  their  legislators,  for  the  iirohibition 
of  the  slave-trade,  and  regulated  by  the  crown.  Its  ex- 
istence is  recognized  by  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States.  The  rights  of  property  growing  out  of  it  arp  in 
some  degree  protected  by  law  in  the  non-s!aveholding 
States  (see  the  opinion  of  Chief  Justice  Shaw  in  the 
case  of  the  Commonwealth  r*.  .\ves — an  opinion  in  tlie 
doctrines  and  principles  of  which  I  fully  concur) ;  and 
morality  and  religion  frown  on  all  attempts  to  put  an 
end  to  it  by  violence  and  blooiWied.  but  none  of  these 
principles  countenance  a  voluntary  extension  of  Slavery  ; 
and  as  the  question  of  anne.xlng  Texas  is  one  of  volun- 
tary, and  almost  boundless  extension,  it  presents  tlie 
Bubject,  as  I  have  said,  in  a  new  liglit.  It  Ikus  been  olli- 
cially  stated  by  the  Texan  Knvoy  that  the  region  so 
called  contains  two  hundred  thousand  square  miles.  In 
other  words,  it  might  form  twenty-five  Slates  as 
large  as  .Massachusetts.  In  this  vast  region,  .'Slavery 
was  prohibited  by  .Mexico  ;  it  has  been  restored,  and  is 
rapidly  spreading  itself  under  the  new  government  ; 
and  no  one  denies,  that  if  the  independence  of  Texas  is 
sustained.  Slavery  will  be  indefinitely  extended  through- 
out its  ample  borders. 

The  Kxecutive  Government  of  the  United  States  has 
promptly  recognized  this  independence,  and  by  so  doing, 
has  di5Cliarged  the  whole  duty  that  could  be  required  by 
the  law  of  nation?.  Whatever  step  we  take  toward  an- 
nexation is  gratuitous.  This  whole  subject  has  been  so 
ably  discussed  by  Dr.  Cbanning.  in  his  recent  letter  to 
H.'.  Ciay,  liiai  it  would  be  superlluous  to  enlarge  upon 


it.  I  will  only  say,  that  if,  at  this  moment,  when  an  all- 
iini'ortant  experiment  is  in  train,  to  abolish  Slavery  by 
peaceful  and  legal  means  in  the  Hiiti>h  West  Indies, 
the  United  States,  instead  of  imitating  their  example,  or 
even  awaiting  the  result,  should  rush  into  a  policy  of 
s"  v  \\i  an  indefinite  extension  to  Slavery  over  a  vast 
region  incorporated  into  the  r  Union,  we  alinuld  stand 
conileinned  before  the  civilizeil  world.  It  would  be  vain 
to  expect  to  gain  credit  for  any  fuitlier  professions  of  ii 
w;ilingne.ss  to  be  rid  of  Slaveiy  as  soon  as  pos?ilile.  No 
extenuation  of  its  existence,  on  the  ground  of  its  having 
been  forced  upon  the  country  in  its  colonial  stale,  would 
any  longer  avail  us.  It  would  be  thought,  and  thought 
justly,  that  lust  of  power  and  lust  of  gold  liad  made  us 
deaf  to  the  voice  of  humanity  ami  justice.  We  should 
be  self-convicted  of  the  enorinnus  crime  of  having  vo- 
iunta.ily  given  tlie  greatest  possible  enlargement  to  an 
evil,  which,  in  concert  with  the  test  of  mankind,  we 
had  affected  to  deplore,  and  that  at  a  lime  when  tho 
public  sentiment  of  the  civilized  world,  more  than  at 
any  former  jieriod,  is  aroused  to  its  magiiituile. 

There  are  other  objections  to  the  measure  ilrawn  from 
its  bearing  on  our  foreign  relations;  but  it  is  unneces- 
sary to  discuss  them. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

KUW.VKU   EVKalOT. 

Ho.w.  William  Jackson. 

In  1889,  the  following  i|ii(^stioii^j  wen'  put  to 
Mr.  Everett  by  Hon.  A.  Borden,  of  .Massicliu- 
setts : 

1.  Are  you  in  favor  of  immediate  abolition  by  la>r  of 
Slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia  and  of  the  slave  traffic 
.  between  the  States  of  this  Union  ? 

i  2.  Are  you  opposed  to  the  admi.ssion  into  the  Union  of 
I  any  new  States  the  constitutions  of  which  tolerate  domes- 
I  tic  Slavery  ? 

I      The  following  was  Mr.  Everett's  reply  : 
j  Wasuinoto.v,  (h't.  31,  1339. 

;      Dear  Sir  :  On  Saturd.iy  last  I  only  received  your  let- 
ter of  the  IStli,  propounding  to  me  certain  interrogato. 
I  ries,  and  earnestly  requesting  an  early  answer.     You  are 
'  aware  that  several  resolves  on  the  subject  of  these  in- 
I  quiries  and  their  kindre<l  tojiics,  accompanied   by  a  re- 
I  port,  were  introduced   into   the  Senate  of  the  Commoii- 
weallh,  year  before  last,  by  a  joint  committee  of  ihe  two 
houses,  of  whicli  the  lamented   Mr.  Alvord  was  chair- 
man. 
Those  resolves,  after  having  been  somewhat  enlarged  by 
I  amendment,  were  adopted  by  the  legislature.     Tliey  ap- 
j  pear  to  cover  the  whole  ground  of  your  two   interroga- 
I  tories.     Having  cheerfully  coiiperated  in  tlie  pa,ssage  of 
the  resolves,  and  concurring  in  the  general  reasoning  by 
which  they  are  sustained  in  the  powerful  report   of  the 
chairman  of  the  committee,  1  respond  to  both  your  in- 
quiries in  the  affirmaiive. 

The  first  of  the  three  subjects  in  your  inquiry  is  the 
only  one  of  tliem  whicli  came  before  Congre.ss  while  I 
was  a  member.  I  voted  in  the  negative  on  the  motion 
to  lay  upon  the  table  the  petition  of  the  American  Anti- 
Slavery  Society  for  the  abolition  of  Slavery  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  and  on  other  motions  of  the  like  char- 
acter introduced  to  cast  off  the  consideration  of  this  class 
of  petitions. 

I  am,  dear  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  friend  and  ser- 
vant. 

Edward  Evkrett. 

IIO.S.    NaTUAMKL  a.    BoROKil. 

The  ".several  resolves"  to  which  Mr.  Everett 
refi'f.s  ill  tiie  above  letter,  in  the  passii[;c  of 
wliich  he  "  cheerfully  cooperated,"  as  Governor 
of  Ma.'^sachusett-*,  are  as  follows: 

R^Holted,  That  Congress  has,  by  the  Constitution, 
power  to  abolish  Slavery  and  the  slave-trade  In  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  and  that  there  is  nothing  in  the  terms 
or  circumstances  of  the  acta  of  cession  by  Virginia  and 
.Maryland,  or  otherwise,  enforcing  any  legal  or  moral 
restraint  on  its  existence. 

Jleiiilreit,  That  Congress  ought  to  take  measures  to 
effect  the  abolition  of  Slavery  in  the  DLstricl  of  Columbia. 

Jtfuolrffl,  That  the  rights  of  humanity,  the  claims  of 
justice,  and  the  common  good  alike,  demand  the  sup- 
pre8.-ion  by  Congress  of  the  slave-trade  carried  on  in 
and  through  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Jtenutved,  That  Congress  has,  by  the  Constitution, 
power  to  abolish  Slavery  in  the  Territories  of  tbe  United 
States. 
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[For  later  views  of  Mr.  Everett,  see  liis  letter 
accepting  the  nomination  for  the  Vice-Presi- 
deucy  in  I860.] 

ABRAHAM    LINCOLN  ON  THOMAS    JEFFERSON. 

Mr.  Liacolu  having  been  invited  by  the  Re- 
publicans  of  Boston,    to   attend  a  Festival  in 
honor  of  the  anniversary  of  Jefferson's  birthday, 
on  the  i;ith  of  April,  1859,  replied  as  follows  : 
gpRiNOFiELD,  III.,  April  6,  Ib.'iQ. 

Gkntlemrn  :  Your  kind  note,  inviting  me  to  attend  a 
festival  ui  Boston,  on  the  13th  inst.,  in  honof  of  the  birth- 
day of  Thomas  JeBeison,  was  duly  received.  My  engage- 
ments are  i^ueli  tliat  1  cannot  attend.  Bearing  in  mind 
that  about  seventy  years  ago  two  great  political  parties 
were  first  formed  in  this  countrj- ;  that  Thomas  Jelferson 
was  the  head  of  one  of  them  and  Boston  the  headquarters 
of  tlie  other,  it  is  both  curious  and  interestinj?  tljat  those 
supposed  to  descend  politically  from  the  party  opposed 
to  Jefferson,  should  now  be  celebrating  his  birthday  in 
their  own  original  seat  of  empire,  while  those  claiming 
political  descent  from  him  have  nearly  ceased  to  breathe 
his  name  everywhere. 

Remembering,  too,  that  the  Jefferson  party  was  formed 
upon  its  supposed  superior  devotion  to  the  personal 
rights  of  men,  holding  the  rights  of  property  to  be 
secondary  only,  and  greatly  inferior  ;  and  then  assum- 
ing that  the  so-called  Democracy  of  to-day  are  the  Jeffer- 
son, and  their  opponents  the  anti-Jefferson  parties,  it 
will  be  equally  interesting  to  note  how  completely  tlie 
two  have  changed  ground  as  to  the  principle  upon  which 
they  were  originally  supposed  to  be  divided. 

The  Democracy  of  to-day  hold  the  liberty  of  one  man 
to  be  absolutely  nothing,  when  in  conflict  with  another 
man's  right  of  property.  Republicans,  on  the  contrary, 
are  both  lor  the  man  and  the  dollar,  but  in  case  of  con- 
flict the  man  before  the  dollar. 

I  remember  being  once  much  amused  at  seeing  two 
partially  intoxicated  men  engaged  in  a  fight  with  their 
great-coats  on,  which  fight,  after  a  long  and  rather  harm- 
less contest,  ended  in  each  having  fought  himself  out  of 
his  own  coat  and  into  that  of  the  other.  If  the  two 
leading  parties  of  this  day  are  really  identical  with  the 
two  in  the  days  of  Jefferson  and  Adams,  they  have  per- 
formed the  same  feat  as  the  two  drunken  men. 

But  soberly,  it  is  now  no  child's  play  to  save  the  prin- 
ciples of  Jefferson  from  total  overthrow  in  this  nation. 

One  would  state  with  great  confidence  that  he  could 
convince  any  sane  child  that  the  simpler  propositions  of 
Euclid  are  true  ;  but  nevertheless,  he  would  fail,  with  one 
who  should  deny  the  definitions  and  axioms.  The  prin- 
ciples of  Jefferson  are  the  definitions  and  axioms  of  free 
Society.  And  yet  they  are  denied  and  evaded,  with  no 
small  show  of  success.  One  dashingly  calls  them  "  glit- 
tering generalities,"  Another  bluntly  styles  them  "  self- 
evident  lies."  And  others  insidiously  argue  that  they 
ai)ply  only  to  "  superior  races." 

These  expressions,  differing  in  form,  are  identical  in 
object  and  effect— the  supplanting  the  principles  of  free 
government,  and  restoring  those  of  classification,  caste, 
and  legitimacy.  They  would  delight  a  convocation  of 
crowned  heads  plotting  against  the  people.  They  are 
the  vanguard,  the  sappers  and  miners,  of  returning 
despotism.  We  must  repulse  them,  or  they  will  subju- 
gate us. 

This  is  a  world  of  compensations  ;  and  he  who  would 
he  no  slave  must  consent  to  have  no  slave.  Those  who 
deny  freedom  to  others  deserve  it  not  for  themselves  ; 
and,  utider  a  just  God,  cannot  long  retain  it. 

All  honor  to  Jefferson — to  the  man  who,  in  the  concrete 
pressure  of  a  struggle  for  national  independence  by  a 
single  people,  had  the  coolness,  forecast,  and  capacity,  to 
introduce  into  a  merely  revolutionary  document  an  ab- 
stract truth,  applicable  to  all  men  and  all  times,  and  so 
to  embalm  it  there,  that  to-day  and  in  all  coming  days  it 
ehall  be  a  rebuke  and  a  stumbling-block  to  the  harbin- 
gers of  reappearing  tyranny  and  oppression. 

Your  obedient  servant,  A.  Lincoln. 

Messrs.  H.  L.  Piercb,  and  others,  etc. 

ABRAHAM    LINCOLN    ON    NATORALIZATION. 

Springfield,  May  17, 1859. 
Dr.  Theodor  CANisins : 

Dear  Sir— Your  letter,  in  which  you  inquire  on  your 
own  account,  and  in  behalf  of  certain  other  German  citi- 
zens, whether  I  approve  or  oppose  the  constitutional  pro- 
vision in  relation  to  naturalized  citizens  which  was  lately 
enacted  in  Massachusetts,  and  whether  I  favor  or  oppose 


a  fusion  of  the  Republicans  with  the  other  Opposition  ele- 
ments in  the  campaign  of  1860,  has  been  received, 

Massachusetts  is  a  sovereign  and  independent  State,  and 
I  have  no  right  to  advise  her  in  her  policy.  Yet,  if  any 
one  is  desirous  to  draw  a  conclusion  as  to  what  I  would 
do,  from  what  she  has  done,  I  may  speak  without  impro- 
priety. I  say,  then,  that  so  far  as  I  understand  tlie  Mas- 
sachusetts provision,  I  am  against  its  adoption,  not  only 
in  Illinois,  but  in  every  other  place  in  which  I  have  the 
right  to  opi)ose  it.  As  I  understand  the  spirit  of  our  in- 
stitutions, it  is  designed  to  promote  the  elevation  of  men. 
I  am,  therefore,  hostile  to  anything  that  tends  to  their  de- 
basement. 

It  is  well  known  that  I  deplore  the  oppressed  condition 
of  the  blacks  ;  and  it  would,  therefore,  be  very  inconsistent 
for  me  to  look  with  approval  upon  any  measures  that  in- 
fringes upon  the  inalienable  rights  of  white  men,  whether 
or  not  they  are  born  in  another  land,  or  speak  a  different 
language  from  my  own. 

In  respect  to  a  fusion,  I  am  in  favor  of  it  whenever  it 
can  be  effected  on  Republican  principles,  but  upon  no 
other  condition.  A  fusion  upon  any  other  platform 
would  be  as  Insane  as  unprincipled.  It  would  thereby 
lose  the  whole  North,  while  the  common  enemy  would 
still  have  the  support  of  the  entire  South.  The  question 
in  relation  to  men  is  different.  There  are  good  and  patri- 
otic men  and  able  statesmen  in  the  South,  whom  I  would 
willingly  support  if  they  would  place  themselves  on  Re- 
publican ground ;  but  I  shall  oppose  the  lowering  of  the 
Republican  standard  even  by  a  hair'' 8  breadth. 

I  have  written  in  haste,  but  I  believe  that  I  have  an- 
swered your  questions  substantially. 

Respectfully  yours, 

Abraham  Lincoln. 

NEW-YORK    FOR    THE    WILMOl'    PROVISO. 

In  January,  1847,  Col.  Samuel  Young  intro- 
duced the  following  resolve  into  the  New-York 
State  Senate,  and  on  the  2^11  of  that  month  it 
was  adopted  by  a  vote  of  22  to  6  : 

lienolved,  That  if  any  Territory  is  hereafter  acquired 
by  the  United  States,  or  annexed  thereto,  the  ac*  by  which 
such  Territory  is  acquired»or  annexed,  whatever  such  ait 
may  be,  should  contain  an  unalterable,  fundainenl-il  ar- 
ticle or  provision  whereby  Slavery  or  involuntary  sii  vi- 
tude,  except  as  a  punishment  for  crime,  shall  be  Icprever 
excluded  from  the  Territory  acquired  or  annexed. 

This  resolve  subsequently  passed  the  Assembly  . 
by  a  vote  which  was  almost  unanimous. 

NEW-YORK    FOR    FREEDOM    IN    1858. 

The  following  preamble  and  resolutions  were 
adopted  by  the  Assembly  of  the  State  of  New- 
York  on  the  10th  day  of  January,  1848,  by  a 
vote  of  108  to  5,  and  by  the  Senate,  a  few  days 
later,  by  a  majority  nearly  as  emphatic  as  that 
of  the  Assembly : 

Whereas,  The  President  of  the  United  States,  in  his 
last  annual  message,  has  recommended  the  establishment 
by  Congress  of  territorial  government  over  the  conquered 
provinces  of  New  Mexico,  and  the  Californias,  and  the 
retention  thereof  as  an  indemnity,  in  which  said  Terri- 
tories the  institution  of  Slavery  does  not  now  exist, 
therefore 

Resolved  (if  the  Senate  concur).  That  our  Senators  in 
Congress  be  instructed,  and  our  Representatives  re- 
quested, to  use  their  best  efforts  to  insert  into  any  act  or 
ordinance,  establishing  any  or  all  such  provisional  orter 
ritorial  government  or  governments,  a  lundauienial 
article  or  provision,  which  shall  provide,  declare,  ami 
guaranty,  that  Slavery  or  involuntary  servituiie,  except 
as  a  punishment  for  crime,  whereof  the  party  shall  have 
been  first  duly  convicted,  shall  be  prohibited  therein,  so 
long  as  the  same  shall  remain  a  Territory. 

Jtesolved,  That  the  President  of  the  Senate,  and  the 
Speaker  of  the  Assembly,  be  requi  ted  to  transmit  a  copy 
of  the  foregoing  resolutions  and  preamble  to  each  of  iiie 
said  Senators  and  Representatives. 


NEW-YORK  AGAIN  FOR  FREE  TERRITORIES  IN   1849. 

The  following  preamble  and  resolves  were  in- 
troduced into  the  New-York  Senate  on  the  2d 
of  January,  1849,  passed  that  body  by  a  unani- 
mous vote  on  the  4th,   and  wore   concurred  ic 
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by  the  Assembly  two  days  later,  on  the  6tli  of 
January : 

Wherfim,  Tlie  people  of  the  State  of  New-Mexico 
have  pe'iiioiied  Oonjjress  for  ttie  establUtiiiieiit  of  n  I'er- 
ntorial  iioveriimeiit  which  shull  protect  them  apiinst  the 
institution  of  domestic  t-hive:y  while  they  remain  a  ter- 
ritory of  tlie  L'nited  Slates,  and  have  al:<o  petitioned  Con- 
gress for  protection  against  tlie  unfounded  claims  of  the 
iitatQ  of  Texas  to  a  larye  portion  uf  their  territory  lying 
east  of  the  Kio  'iraiide  ;  and,  ic/itretin.  it  would  he  un- 
just to  the  people  of  New-.Mexico  and  California,  and 
revolting;  to  the  spirit  of  the  age,  to  permit  domestic 
Slavery — an  institution  from  which  they  are  now  free — 
to  be  introiluced  ainong  them  :  and,  tcheredn,  since  the 
acquisition  of  New  Mexic  ■  by  the  United  States  the  peo- 
ple thereof  have  a  right  to  expect  the  protection  of  the 
General  Government,  and  should  be  secured  in  the  full 
possession  and  enjoyment  of  their  Territory  :  therefore 

Renolvei,  That  our  Senators  and  Itepresentalives  in 
Congress  be  requested  to  use  their  best  efforts  to  procure 
the  passage  of  laws  for  the  establishment  of  govern- 
ments for  the  Territories  acquired  by  the  treaty  of  peace 
with  Mexico,  and  that  by  such  laws  involuntary  servi- 
tude, except  for  crime,  be  excluded  from  such  Terri- 
tories. 

Resolvent,  That  the  territory  lying  between  the  Nue- 
ces and  the  llio  Grande  is  the  common  property  of 
the  United  States,  and  that  our  Senators  and  Representa- 
tives in  Congiess  be  requested  to  use  their  best  elTorts  to 
preserve  the  same  as  such  common  property,  and  protect 
it  from  the  unfounded  claim  of  the  State  of  Texas,  and 
prohibit  the  extension  over  it  of  the  laws  of  Texas,  or  the 
lostitution  of  domestic  Slavery. 

lienolced.  That  the  existence  of  prisons  for  the  con- 
finement and  marts  for  the  sale  of  slaveys,  at  the  seat  of 
the  National  Government,  is  viewed  by  tliis  legislature 
with  deep  regret  and  mortification  ;  that  such  prisons  and 
marts  ought  forthwith  to  be  abolished  ;  therefore  be  it 
further 

JiMolved,  That  our  Senator-!  and  Representatives  in 
Congress  be  requested  to  use  their  strenuous  efforts  to 
procure  the  passage  of  a  law  that  shall  protect  slaves 
from  unjust  imprisonment,  and  shall  effectually  put  an 
end  to  the  slave-trade  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 

li.  Holred,  That  the  Governor  be  requested  to  forward 
copies  of  the  preceding  resolutions  to  each  Senator  and 
Representative  in  Congress  from  this  State. 

MR.  DIX  FOR  SLAVKRV  PROHIBITIO.V. 

These  resolutions  were  presented  in  the  U.  S. 
Senate  by  the  Hon.  John  A.  Dix  (now,  ISCO,) 
Postmaster  of  Xew-York,  and  defended  by  him 
in  an  elaborate  and  able  speech.  On  the  first 
resolution,  he  said : 

This  resolution  was  in  sentiment,  if  not  in  words. 
Identical  with  those  which  have  been  passed  by  fifteeii 
of  the  thirty  States  of  the  Union.  With  a  single  excep- 
tion, all  the  non-slaveholding  and  one  of  the  slaveholding 
States  have  declared  themselves  opposed  to  the  exten- 
sion of  Slavery  into  territory  now  free.  Sir,  I  fully  con- 
cur in  the  propriety  of  this  declaration.  I  believe  that 
Congress  has  the  power  to  prohibit  Slavery  in  California 
and  New  Mexico  ;  that  it  is  our  duty  to  exercise  the 
power,  and  that  It  should  be  exercised  now.  I  am 
always  for  acting  when  the  proper  time  for  action  has 
come.  I  am  utterly  opposed  to  any  course  which  shall 
cast  upon  others  the  responsibility  which  belongs  to  our- 
selves The  resolution  looks  to  the  exclusion  of  Slavery 
from  New  Mexico  and  California  during  their  territorial 
condition  only.  It  does  not  look  beyond  that  condition 
with  a  view  to  control  the  people  when  they  shall  have 
come  into  the  Union.  It  contemplates  no  "invasion  of 
State  sovereignty.  In  this  view  of  the  subject,  one  of  the 
New-York  presses  which  has  resisted  all  interference  with 
Slavery,  even  in  the  Territories,  pronounced  these  resolu- 
tions conciliatory  in  their  character.  I  do  not  know  that 
I  should  call  them  either  conciliatory  or  the  reverse. 
They  take  firmly  the  ground  that  New-York  has  always 
taken,  that  Slavery  shall  by  no  act  of  hers  be  further  ex- 
tended. She  believes  it  to  be  the  ground  of  principle,  of 
justice,  and  of  right  and  I  do  not  hesitate  to  say  she  will 
never  abandon  it— never,  never. 

THE    NEW-YORK.    WHIGS     FOR     FREEDOM    I.N      1847. 

At  the  Whig  State  Convention  held  at  Syra- 
cuse, October  6,  1847,  the  Hon.  James  Brooks 
reported  a  brief  address  to  the  Whigs  of  the 
State,  which  was  unanimously  adopted.      The 


I  following  are  extracts  from  the  address  then 
I  adopted  : 

I  Fkllow-Citizk.n.s  :  Hitherto  when  we  have  assembled  In 
Convention,  there  were  well  known  and  well  recognized 
bounds  to  our  country,  but  now  that  the  spirit  of  con- 
quest has  been  let  loose,  who  can  tell  where  is  his  coun- 
try, whether  on  the  Rio  Grande,  the  Sierra  Nevada,  the 
Rio  Gila  or  the  Gulf  of  California,  or  whether  part  Span- 
ish, much  Indian,  and  some  Negro,  Santa  Foan  or  Cali- 
fornian  may  not  he  as  good  an  American  citizen  as  him- 
self? Our  ilag  is  borne,  with  fixed  bayonets  to  surround 
it,  and  unmuzzled  grape-shot  to  clear  the  way,  in  the 
conquering  footsteps  of  Cortes— by  the  base  of  the  snowy 
peaks  of  I'opooatapetl,  to  the  Klernal  city  of  the 
Aztecs -and  .Mexicans  of  every  color,  and  every  breed, 
sprung  from  commingling  Moor  and  straiglit-haii'ed  Afri- 
can, as  well  as  f,  om  Castile  and  Leon,  are  made  Ameri- 
can citizens,  or  pre|)arcd  for  being  made  so,  by  the  gen- 
tle logic  of  red-mouthed  artillery,  thundering  from  the 
bristling  heights  of  Cerro  (iordo  to  the  bloody  plains  of 
Contreras  and  Churubusco.  Wherever  that  flag  is,  with 
its  stars  and  stripes,  the  emblem  of  our  Nationality, 
there  our  hearts  are  ;  but  woe  !  woe  \  to  the  men,  we  cry, 
who  have  dispatched  it  upon  its  mission  of  Conquest, 
and  wiiat  is  yet  wors^,  ilic  cunver.-ion  of  a  Free  into  a 
Slavelioldiiig  Territory. 

Fellow-cii  zens,  disguise  the  Mexican  war  as  sophistry 
may,  the  greil  trutli  cannot  be  put  down,  that  it  exists 
because  ol  the  annexation  of  Ti-xhs;  that  fr(,m  such  a 
cause  we  predicted  such  a  consecpience  would  follow: 
and  that,  but  for  that  cause,  no  war  would  have  existed 
at  all.  Disguise  its  intent,  purposes  ami  consequences 
as  sophistry  may  struggle  to  do,  the  further  great  truth 
cannot  be  hidden,  thai  its  main  object  is  the  cotiquesl  of 
a  Market  for  Slaves,  and  that  the  flag  our  victorious 
legions  rally  around,  figlit  under,  and  fall  for,  is  to  be 
desecrated  from  its  holy  character  of  Liberty  and  Eman- 
cipation into  an  errant  of  Bondage  and  Slavery.  In 
obedience  to  the  laws,  and  in  a  due  and  f..ilhful  submis- 
sion to  the  regularly  constituted  government  of  our 
country,  we  will  rally  by  and  defend  our  flag  on  what- 
ever soil  or  whatever  sea  it  is  unfurled  ;  but  before  high 
Heaven  we  protest  against  the  tnission  on  which  it  is 
sent,  and  we  demand  its  recall  to  the  true  and  proper 
hounds  of  our  country,  as  soon  as  in  honor  it  can  be 
brought  home.  We  protest,  too,  in  the  name  of  the  rights 
of  Man,  and  of  Liberty,  against  the  further  extension  of 
Slavery  in  North  America.  The  curse  which  our  mother 
country  inflicted  upon  us,  in  spite  of  our  fathers'  remon- 
strances, we  demand  shall  never  hhghl  the  virgin  soil  of 

the  North  Pacific We  will    not  pour  out  the 

blood  of  our  countrymen,  if  we  can  lielpil,  to  turna/V«<J 
into  a  Slave  soil.  We  will  not  spend  from  fifty  to  a 
hundred  mdlions  of  dollars  per  year  to  make  a  Slave 
.M.irket  for  any  portion  of  our  countrymen.  We  will 
never,  for  such  a  purpose,  consent  to  run  up  an  untold 
National  debt,  and  saddle  our  posterity  with  Fund- 
mongers,  Tax-Brokers,  Tax-gatherers,  laying  an  excise  or 
an  iurpost  on  everything  they  taste,  touch  or  live  by. 
Ihe  Union  a-i  it  is,  the  whole  Union,  and  nothing  but  the 
Union,  we  will  stand  by  to  the  last— but  JV'o  Jli/re  Terri- 
tory ia  our  watcli-w.ird, unless  it  be  Free. 

RESOLYKS. 

Among  the  liesolutions  unanimously  adopted 
by  this  Convention  was  the  following : 

liesolned.  That  while  the  Whig  Freemen  of  New-York 
represented  in  this  Conventi.m,  will  faithfully  adhere  to 
all  the  compromises  of  the  Constitution,  and  jealously 
inainrain  all  the  reserved  rights  of  the  States,  ibey 
declare— since  the  crisis  has  arrived  when  the  question 
must  br  met— their  uncompromising  hostiliiy  to  the  Kx- 
tensiun  of  Slavery  into  any  Territory  now  Five,  or  which 
may  be  hereafter  acquired  by  any  action  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  our  Union. 

FREE  DEMOCRACY  OF  SKW-YORK  CITY  AGAINST 
SLAVERY  EXTK.NSIO.V. 

At  a  Free  Democratic  Meeting  held  in  the 
Park  at  Xew-York,  October  1),  184^,  at  which 
Henry  Everson  presided,  and  S.  J.  Tild.'n,  John 
Van  Buret',  and  John  Cochrane  spoke,  Mr. 
Cochrane  introduced  the  following  Resolves, 
which  were  adopted : 

RuoUtd,  That  Uie  politics  of  the  times  indicate  pre- 
cisely to  whom  remain  the  principles  of  the  Democracy ; 
that  the  absence  from  the  field  of  discussion  of  the  finan- 
cial and  commercial  questions  which   forme.ly  defined 
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political  differences,  permits  that  other  party  tests  than 
those  which,  even  if  demanding  attention,  still  as  but 
questions  of  expediency,  should  be,  as  they  have  been, 
postponed  to  tlie  consideration  of  tliat  one  of  vital  im- 
portance, the  freedvm  of  our  laml. 

Reiiolved^  ttjat  we  thinlc  contemptuously  of  the  mind 
which  discovers  in  the  extension  of  the  area  of  Freedom 
cause  for  the  degradation  of  the  South.  Could  nature  so 
belie  herself  that  I  lie  pveservation  of  their  "  inalienable 
rigtits"  to  any  portion  of  mankind,  must  be  attended  by 
proportionate  violation  of  lliose  of  any  otiier  portion,  we 
say,  perish  those  riflits  dependent  on  the  Slavery  of 
others,  rather  than  one  tittle  of  those  be  injured  that  are 
consistent  with  the  rights  of  all ;  that  our  Constitution 
and  our  federal  history  speak  to  us  through  the  voices  of 
the  Jeffersons,  the  I'inckneys,  the  Lees,  and  the  Ran- 
dolplts  of  the  South,  against  this  miserable,  false  pre- 
tense. It  is  not  so  !  The  success  of  the  free  principles 
for  which  we  contend,  will  reestabUsh  the  lost  equality  of 
the  States  — lost  in  the  insidious  increase  of  the  Slave 
States  from  six,  their  original  and  constitutional  number, 
to  fifteen,  the  present  aggressive  and  unconstitutional 
number — lost  in  the  twenty-one  voices  and  votes  which 
Southern  chattel  slaves  po.ssess  among  the  representa- 
tives of  a  free  people  at  \V'ashington — lost  in  the  limited 
wealth,  in  the  low  intelligence,  and  in  the  inferior  civili- 
zation of  the  South.  We  would  restore  this  lost  equality, 
and,  so  far  from  degrading  any  portion  of  the  Union,  we 
mean  to  elevate  the  whole  to  the  possession  of  that  Free- 
dom which  alone  should  be  the  National  characteristic. 

Resolved,  That  our  senses  reject  the  audacious  asser- 
tion that  the  Extension  of  Slave  Territory  at  the  South 
will  abate  the  evil  at  the  North.  Aside  from  tlie  ab- 
surdity which  it  involves,  that  an  evil  declines  in  propor- 
tion to  and  expires  with  the  substance  which  it  procures, 
experience  has  taught,  and  the  history  of  the  "  Pecu- 
liar Institution"  itself  manifests,  that  the  slaveowner 
of  the  "  Old  Dominion"  breeds  an  increasing  gang,  and 
amasses  an  accumulating  hoard,  just  as  the  demand  for 
slaves  increases  with  the  diffusion  of  Slavery  over  free 
territory  at  the  South.  In  the  year  1790,  wheii  Alabama, 
Mississippi,  Louisiana,  Arkansas,  Missouri,  Tennessee, 
Kentucky,  and  Florida,  were  free  soil,  ttie  slave  popula- 
tion was  697,896.  In  the  year  lb40,  when  Slavery  had 
spread  over  this  free  soil,  it  numbered  2,-tS7,:i55,  being  an 
increase  in  fifty  years  of  1,787,457  slaves.  The  extension 
of  Slavery  to  new  territory,  instead  of  abating  the  evil 
in  Maryland,  Virginia,  Kentucky,  and  Missouri,  where  it 
numbered  in  the  year  ISlO,  590,000  slaves,  has  multiplied 
them  to  775,000,  in  the  year  1840,  showing  an  increase 
in  thirty  years  of  185,000  slaves.  The  existence  of 
Slavery  depends  on  its  diffusion. 

GRKENE     C.     BRONSON's    OPINION     IN     1848. 

lu  a  letter  dated  July  15th,  1848,  Mr.  Bron- 
son,  after  declining  au  invitation  to  attend  a 
political  meeting,  says : 

Slavery  cannot  exist  where  there  is  no  positive  law  to 
uplioUl  it.  It  is  not  necessary  that  it  should  lie  forbidden  ; 
it  is  enough  that  it  is  not  specially  authorized.  If  the 
owner  of  slaves  removes  with  or  sends  the  n  into  any 
country,  State  or  Territory,  where  Slavery  does  not  exist 
by  law,  they  will  from  that  moment  become  free  men,  and 
will  have  as  good  a  right  to  command  the  master,  as  he 
will  have  to  command  them.  State  laws  have  no  extra- 
territorial authority  ;  and  a  law  of  Virginia  which  makes 
a  man  a  slave  there,  cannot  make  Iiim  a  slave  in  New- 
York,  nor  beyond  the  Rocky  Mountains. 

Entertaiiung  no  doubt  upon  that  question,  I  can  see  no 
occasion  for  asking  Congress  to  legislate  against  the  ex- 
tension of  Slavery  into  free  territory,  and,  as  a  question 
of  policy,  I  think  it  had  better  be  let  alone.  If  our  South- 
ern brethren  wish  to  carry  their  slaves  to  Oregon,  New- 
Mexico  or  California,  they  will  be  under  the  necessity  of 
asking  a  law  to  warrant  it;  and  it  will  then  be  in  time  for 
tlie  Free  Statos  to  resist  the  measure,  as  I  cannot  doubt 
Uiey  would,  with  unwavering  firmness. 

I  would  not  needlessly  move  this  question,  as  it  is  one 
of  an  exciting  nature,  which  tends  to  sectional  division, 
and  may  do  us  harm  as  a  people.  I  would  leave  it  to  tiie 
Slaveholding  States  to  decide  for  themselves,  and  on  their 
own  responsibility,  when,  if  ever,  the  matter  shall  be 
agitated  in  Congress.  It  may  be  that  they  will  act 
wisely,  and  never  move  at  all ;  especially  as  it  seems 
pretty  generally  agreed  that  neither  Oregon,  New-Mexico, 
nor  California,  are  well  adapted  to  slave  labor.  But  if 
our  Southern  brethren  should  make  the  question,  we  shall 
have  no  choice  but  to  meet  it;  and  then,  whatever  conse- 
quences may  follow,  I  trust  the  people  of  the  Free  States 
will  give   a  united  voice  against  allowing  Slavery  on  a 


single  foot  of  soil  where  it  is  not  now  authorized  by 
law. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
Greene  C.  Brosson. 
To  Messrs.  J.  Cochrakb,  and  others.  Committee. 

NKW-HAMPSHIRE    FOR    THE    WILMOT    PROVISO. 

The  legislature  (then  Democratic)  of  New- 
Hampshire,  in  June,  18-17,  passed  the  following 
resolution  : 

liesoli-ed.  That  in  all  territory  which  shall  hereafter  be 
addeil  to  or  iicquired  by  the  United  States,  where  Mavery 
does  not  exist  at  the  time  of  such  addition, or  acquirement, 
neither  Slavery  or  involuntary  servitude,  except  for  the 
punishment  of  crime,  whereof  the  party  has  been  duly 
convicted,  ought  ever  to  exist,  but  the  same  should  ever 
remain  free;  and  we  are  opposed  to  the  extension  of 
Slavery  over  every  such  Territory— and  that  we  also 
approve  the  vote  of  our  Senators  and  Representatives  in 
Congress  in  favor  of  the  Wiluiot  Proviso. 

OHIO    FOR    FREE    SOIL. 

In  the  Ohio  House  of  Representatives  (session 
of  1 847-8)  the  following  resolution  was  passed 
by  a  vote  of  43  to  12  : 

Resolved,  By  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of 
Ohio,  that  the  Senators  and  Representatives  from  this 
State  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  be  and  they  are 
hereby  requested,  to  procure  the  passage  of  measures  in 
the  National  Legislature,  providing  for  the  exclusion  of 
Slavery  from  the  Territory  of  Oregon,  and  also  from  any 
other  Territory  that  now  is,  or  hereafter  may  be,  annexed 
to  the  United  States. 

ILLINOIS    FOR    FREE  SOIL, 

The  following  Resolutions  were  adopted  by 
the  Senate  of  Illinois  on  the  8th  of  January, 
1849,  and  the  House  of  Representatives  on  tiio 
following  day.  The  Legislature  was  largely 
Democratic  in  both  branches  at  the  time  : 

Resolved  hy  the  Senate  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  fte, 
Iloiise  of  Representatives  concurring.  That  our  Sena- 
tors in  Congress  be  instructed,  and  our  Representatives 
requested,  to  use  all  honorable  means  in  their  power  to 
procure  the  enactment  of  such  laws  by  Congress  for  the 
government  of  the  countries  and  territories  of  the  United 
States  acquired  by  the  treaty  of  peace,  friendship,  limits 
and  settlement  with  the  Republic  of  Mexico,  concluded 
February  2,  1S4S,  as  shall  contain  the  express  de<;lara- 
tion  "  that  there  shall  be  neither  Slavery  nor  involun- 
tary servitude  in  said  territories  otherwise  than  in 
the  punishment  of  crimes  whereof  the  party  shall  have 
been  duly  convicted." 

Resolvef}  by  the  House  of  Ttepresentatives,  (he  Senate 
concurring  herein.  That  the  Governor  be  respectfully 
requested  to  transmit  to  each  of  our  Senators  and  Rep- 
resentatives in  Congress  a  copy  of  the  joint  resolution  of 
the  Senate,  concurred  in  by  the  House  on  the  9th  inst., 
for  the  exclusion  of  Slavery  from  the  new  territories  ac- 
quired by  our  late  treaty  with  the  Republic  of  Mexico. 

SOUTH  CAP.OLINA  FOR    THE    FOREIGN  SLAVE-TRADE. 

In  the  anmiiil  message  of  Governor  Adams, 
of  South  Carolina,  for  the  year  1856,  he  pro- 
ceeded to  argue  in  favor  of  the  reopening  of 
the  ,'<lave-tra(le,  as  follows  : 

It  is  apprehended  that  the  opening  of  this  trade  will 
lessen  the  vtilue  of  slaves,  and  tiltimately  destroy  the 
institution.  It  is  a  sufficient  answer  to  point  to  the  fact 
that  unrestricted  immigration  has  not  diminished  the 
value  of  labor  in  the  northwestern  Confederacy.  The  cry 
there  is  the  want  of  labor,  notwithstanding  capital  has  the 
pauperism  of  the  old  world  to  press  into  the  grinding  ser- 
vice. If  we  canruit  supply  the  demand  for  slave  labor,  then 
we  must  expect  to  supply  with  a  species  of  labor  we  do 
not  want,  and  which  is,  from  the  very  nature  of  things, 
antagonistic  to  our  institutions.  It  is  much  better  that 
our  drays  should  l>e  driven  by  slaves,  that  our  factories 
should  be  worked  by  slaves,  that  our  hotels  should  be 
served  by  slaves,  tliat  our  locomotives  should  be  managed 
by  slaves,  than  that  we  should  be  exposed  to  the  introduc- 
tion from  any  quarter  of  a  population  alien  to  us  liy  liirth, 
training,  and  education,  and  which  in  the  process  of  time 
must  lead  to  the  conllict  between  capital  and  labor,  wliich 
makes  it  so  diflicult  to  maintain  free  institutions  in  all 
wealthv  ami  civilized  nations  where  such  institutions  as 
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eare  do  Dot  exUt.  In  all  slaveholdlng  States  true  policy 
dictates  th:it  the  superior  race  should  direct,  and  the 
Inferior  perform  all  menial  service.  Competition  between 
the  white  and  bl.iek  man  for  this  service  may  not  disturb 
Northern  sensibility,  but  does  not  exactly  suit  our  latitude. 
Irrespective,  however,  of  Interest,  the  act  of  Conjfress 
declaring  the  slave-trade  piracy  Is  a  brand  upon  us  which 
I  think  it  Important  to  remove.  If  the  trade  be  piracy,  the 
slaves  must  be  plunder,  and  no  lujrenuity  can  avoid  the 
logical  necessity  of  such  a  conclu.slon.  My  hopes  and 
fortunes  are  indissolubly  associated  with  this  form  of 
society.  I  feel  that  I  would  be  wanting  in  duty  if  I  did 
not  urge  you  to  withdraw  your  assent  to  an  act  which  is 
Itself  a  direct  condemnation  of  your  institutions.  Vut  we 
have  Interests  to  enforce  a  course  of  self-respect.  I  be- 
lieve, as  I  have  already  stated,  that  more  slaves  are 


necessary  to  a  continuance  of  our  monopoly  In  plantation 
products.  I  believe  that  they  are  neci'ssary  to  the  fuU 
development  of  our  whole  round  of  agricultural  and  ine- 
ch;inical  resources;  that  they  are  necess:iry  to  the  resto- 
ration of  the  South  to  an  equality  of  power  In  the  Fede- 
ral Government,  perhaps  to  the  very  Integrlly  of  slave 
society,  disturbed  as  it  has  been  by  causes  which  have 
introduced  an  undue  proportion  of  the  ruling  race.  To  us 
have  been  committed  the  fortunes  of  this  peculiar  form  of 
society  resulting  from  the  union  of  unequal  races.  It  has 
viuiUcated  its  claim  to  the  approbation  of  an  enllghteneil 
humanity  ;  It  has  civilized  and  chrbllanized  the  African  ; 
it  has  exalted  the  white  race  to  higher  hopes  and  purpose, 
and  It  is  perhaps  of  the  most  sacred  obligation  that  we 
should  give  U  the  means  of  expansion,  and  that  we  should 
press  it  forward  to  a  perpetuity  of  progress. 


ME.   HAMLIX  EEXOUXCES  THE  DEMOCRATIC  PARTY. 


O.v  the  12th  of  June,  1856,  Mr.  namlin  rose 
In  his  place  in  the  Senate,  and  spoke  a3  follows  : 

Mr.  Hamlin. — Mr.  President,  I  rise  for  a  purpose  purely 
personal,  such  as  I  have  never  before  risen  for  in  the 
Senate.  I  desire  to  explain  some  matters  personal  to 
myself  and  to  my  own  future  course  in  public  life. 

Several  Senators. — Go  on. 

Mr.  Hamlin. — I  ;isk  the  Senate  to  excuse  me  from  further 
service  as  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Commerce.  I 
do  80  because  I  feel  that  my  relations  hereafter  will  be 
of  such  a  character  as  to  render  it  proper  that  I  should 
DO  longer  hold  that  position.  I  owe  this  act  to  the  domi- 
aant  majority  in  the  Senate.  When  I  cease  to  harmonize 
with  the  majority,  or  tests  are  applied  by  that  parly  with 
which  I  have  acted  to  which  I  cannot  submit,  I  feel  that 
I  ought  no  longer  to  hold  that  respectable  position.  I 
propose  to  state  briefly  the  reasons  which  have  brought 
me  to  that  conclusion. 

During  nine  years  of  service  in  the  Senate,  I  have  pre- 
ferred rather  to  be  a  working  than  a  talking  member;  and 
no  I  have  been  almost  a  silent  one.  On  the  subjects  which 
have  so  much  ajitated  the  country.  Senators  know  that 
I  have  rarely  uttered  a  word.  I  love  my  country  more 
than  I  love  my  party.  I  love  my  country  above  my  love 
for  any  interest  that  can  too  deeply  agitate  or  disturb  its 
harmony.  I  saw,  in  all  the  exciting  scenes  and  debates 
through  which  we  have  p.assed,  no  particular  good  th;it 
would  result  from  my  active  intermingling  in  them.  My 
heart  has  often  been  full,  and  the  impulses  of  that  heart 
have  often  been  felt  upon  my  lips  ;  but  I  have  repressed 
them  there. 

Sir,  I  hold  that  the  repeal  of  the  Missouri  Compromise 
was  a  gross  moral  and  political  wrong,  unequaled  in  the 
annals  of  the  legislation  of  this  country,  and  hardly 
equaled  In  the  aan.^ls  of  any  other  free  country.  Still, 
sir,  with  a  desire  to  promote  harmony  and  concord  and 
brotherly  feeling,  I  was  a  quiet  man  under  all  the  excit- 
ing debates  which  led  to  that  fatal  result.  I  believed  it 
wrong  then  ;  I  can  see  that  wrong  lying  broadcast  all 
around  us  now.  As  a  wrong,  I  opposed  that  measure — 
not,  indeed,  by  my  voice,  but  with  consistent  and  steady 
and  uniform  votes.  I  so  resisted  it  In  obedience  to  the 
dictates  of  ray  own  judgment.  I  did  It  also  cheerfully, 
In  compliance  with  the  instructions  of  the  legislature  of 
Maine,  which  were  passed  by  a  vote  almost  unanimous. 
In  the  House  of  Representatives  of  Maine,  consisting  of 
one  hundred  and  fifty-one  members,  only  six,  I  think, 
dissented;  and  in  the  Senate,  consisting  of  ihirty-oue 
members,  only  one  member  non-concurred. 

But  the  .Missouri  restriction  was  abrogated.  The  por- 
tentous evils  that  were  predicted  have  followed,  and  are 
yet  following,  along  In  its  train.  It  was  done,  sir.  In 
violation  of  the  pledges  of  that  party  with  which  I  have 
always  acted,  and  with  which  I  have  always  voted.  It 
was  done  in  violation  of  solemn  pledges  of  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  made  in  his  Inaugural  Address. 
Still,  sir,  I  was  disposed  to  suffer  the  wrong,  while  I  should 
tee  that  no  evil  results  were  flowing  from  it.  We  were 
told,  by  almost  every  Senator  who  addressed  us  upon 
that  occasion,  that  no  evil  results  would  follow ;  that  no  I 
practical  difference  in  the  settlement  of  the  country,  and 
In  the  character  of  the  future  Sute,  would  Uke  place, 
whether  the  act  were  done  or  not.  I  have  waited  calmly 
and  patiently  to  see  the  fulfillment  of  that  prediction  ; 
and  I  am  grieved,  sir,  to  say  now  that  they  have  at  least 
been  mistaken  in  their  predictions  and  promises.  They 
have  aU  signally  failed. 
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That  Senators  might  have  voted  for  that  measure  under 
the  belief  then  expressed  and  the  predictions  to  which  I 
have  alluded,  I  can  well  understand.  But  how  Senators 
can  now  defend  that  measure  amid  all  Its  evils,  which  ara 
overwhelming  the  land,  if  not  threatening  it  with  a  con- 
flagration, is  what  I  do  not  comprehend.  The  whole  of 
the  disturbed  state  of  the  country  has  its  rise  in,  and  Is 
attributable  to  that  act  alone — nothing  else.  It  lies  at 
the  foundation  of  all  our  misfortunes  and  commotions. 
There  would  have  been  no  incursions  by  .Missouri  border- 
ers into  Kansas,  either  to  establish  Slavery,  or  to  control 
elections.  There  would  have  been  no  necessity,  either, 
for  others  to  have  gone  there  partially  to  aid  in  preserv- 
ing the  country  in  its  then  condition.  All  would  have 
been  peace  there.  Had  it  not  been  done,  that  re- 
pose and  quiet  which  pervaded  the  public  mind  then, 
would  hold  it  in  tranquillity  to-day.  Instead  of  startling 
events  we  should  have  quiet  and  peace  within  our  bor- 
ders, and  that  fraternal  feeling  which  ou^ht  to  animate 
the  citizens  of  every  part  of  the  Union  toward  those  of 
all  other  sections. 

Sir,  the  events  that  are  taking  place  around  as  are 
Indeed  startling.  They  challenge  the  public  mind  and 
appeal  to  the  public  judgment;  they  thrill  the  public 
nerve  as  eleclrity  imparts  a  tremulous  motion  to  the  tele- 
graphic wire.  It  is  a  period  when  all  good  men  should 
unite  in  applying  the  proper  remedy  to  secure  peace  and 
harmony  to  the  country.  Is  this  to  be  done  by  any  of  us, 
by  remaining  associated  with  those  who  have  been  instru- 
mental in  producing  these  results,  and  who  now  justify 
them  ?    I  do  not  see  my  duty  lying  in  that  direction. 

I  have,  while  temporarily  acquiescing,  stated  here  and 
at  home,  everywhere,  uniformly,  that  when  the  test  of 
those  measures  was  applied  to  me  as  one  of  party  fidelity, 
I  would  sunder  them  as  flax  is  sundered  at  the  touch  of 
fire.    I  do  it  now. 

The  occasion  involves  a  question  of  moral  duty  ;  and 
self-respect  allows  me  no  other  line  of  duty  but  to  follow 
the  dictates  of  my  own  judgment  and  the  impulses  of  my 
own  heart.  A  just  man  may  cheerfully  submit  to  many 
enforced  humiliations;  but  a  self-degraded  man  has 
ceased  to  be  worthy  to  be  deemed  a  man  at  all. 

Sir,  what  has  the  recent  Democratic  Convention  at 
Cincinnati  done  ?  It  has  Indorsed  the  measure  I  hava 
condemned,  and  has  sanctioned  its  destructive  and  ruin- 
ous effects.  It  h.is  done  more — vastly  more.  That  prin- 
ciple or  policy  of  Territorial  Sovereignty  which  once  had, 
and  which  I  suppose  now  has,  its  advocates  within  the.s« 
walls,  Ls  stricken  down  ;  and  there  Is  an  absolute  denial 
of  it  in  the  resolutions  of  the  Convention,  if  I  can  draw 
right  conclusions— a  denial  equally  to  Congress,  and  even 
to  the  people  of  the  Territories,  of  the  right  to  settle  the 
question  of  Slavery  therein.  On  the  contrary,  the  Con- 
vention has  actually  Incorporated  into  the  platform  of 
the  Democratic  party  that  doctrine  which,  only  a  few 
years  ago,  met  nothing  but  ridicule  and  contempt  here 
and  elsewhere,  namely :  that  the  flag  of  the  Federal 
Union,  under  the  Constitution  of  the  United  .States,  car- 
ries Slavery  wherever  It  floats.  If  this  baleful  principle 
be  true,  then  that  National  Ode  which  Inspires  us  always 
as  on  a  battle-field,  should  be  re-written  by  Drake,  and 
should  read  thus: 

"  Forover  float  that  standard  sheet ; 

WhTe  breathes  the  foe  hut  falls  before  us. 
With  Slarrry'i  soil  beneath  our  feet. 

And  Slavery'!  banner  iireamlng  o'er  us  V 

Now,  sir,  what  Is  the  precise  condition  In  which  tbia 
matter  Ls  left  by  the  Cincinnati  Convention  ?    I  do  not 
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design  to  trespass  many  moments  on  the  Senate  ;  but  al- 
low me  to  read  and  offer  a  very  few  comments  upon 
some  portions  of  the  Democratic  platform.  The  first  re- 
solution that  treats  upon  the  subject  is  in  these  words — 
I  read  just  so  much  of  it  as  is  applicable  to  my  present 
remarks: 

"  That  Congress  has  no  power  under  the  Constitution  to  in- 
terfere with  or  control  the  domestic  institutions  of  the  several 
States,  and  that  all  such  States  are  the  sole  and  proper  judges 
of  everything  appertaining  to  their  own  affairs  not  prohibited 
by  the  Ckjustitution." 

I  talce  it  that  this  language,  thus  far.  is  language  which 
meets  a  willing  and  ready  response  from  every  Senator 
here — certainly  it  does  from  me.  But  in  the  following 
resolution  I  find  these  words : 

"  Resole eil,  That  the  foregoing  proposition  covers,  and  was 
intended  to  embrace,  the  whole  subject  of  Slavery  agitation 
in  Congress." 

The  first  resolution  which  I  read  was  adopted  years 
ago  in  Democratic  Conventions.  The  second  resolution 
which  I  read  was  adopted  in  subsequent  years,  when  a 
different  state  of  things  had  arisen,  and  it  became  neces- 
sary to  apply  an  abstract  proposition  relating  to  the 
States,  to  the  Territories,  Hence  the  adoption  of  tlie  lan- 
guage contained  ia  the  second  Kesolution  which  I  have 
read. 

Now,  sir,  I  deny  the  position  thus  assumed  by  the  Cin- 
cinnati Convention.  In  the  language  of  the  Senator  from 
Kentucky  (Mr.  Crittenden), so  ably  and  so  appropriately 
used  on  Tuesday  last,  I  hold  that  the  entire  and  unquali- 
fied sovereignty  of  the  Territories  is  in  Congress.  That 
is  my  judgment ;  but  this  resolution  brings  the  Territories 
precisely  within  the  same  limitations  which  are  applied 
to  the  States  in  the  resolution  which  I  first  read.  The 
two  taken  together  deny  to  Congress  any  power  of  legis- 
lation in  the  Territories. 

Follow  on,  and  let  us  see  what  remains.  Adopted  a^s  a 
part  of  the  present  platform,  and  as  necessary  to  a  new 
state  of  things,  and  to  meet  an  emergency  now  existing, 
.the  Convention  says  : 

"The  American  Democracy  recognize  and  adopt  the  princi- 
ples coiUainerl  in  the  organic  law  establishing  the  Territories  of 
Kansas  and  Nebraska,  as  embod.ving  the  only  sound  and  safe 
solution  of  the  Slavery  question,  upon  which  the  great  national 
ideA  of  the  people  of  this  whole  country  can  repose,  in  its  de- 
teiinined  conservatism  of  the  Union — non-interfeieaco  by  Con- 
gress with  Slavery  in  the  States  and  Territories." 

Then  follows  the  last  resolution : 

"  Resolved,  That  we  recognize  the  right  of  the  peopleof  all  the 
Territories,  including  Kansas  and  Nebraska,  acting  through 
the  t'airly-expre.'ised  will  of  the  majority  of  actual  residents, 
and  whenever  the  number  of  their  inhabitants  juslifios  it,  to 
form  a  constitution,  with  or  without  domestic  Slavery,  and  be 
admitted  into  the  Union  upon  terms  of  perfect  equality  with 
tik'3  other  States." 


Take  all  these  resolutions  together,  and  the  deduction 
which  we  must  necessarily  draw  from  them  is  a  denial  to 
Congress  of  any  power  whatever  to  legislate  upon  the 
subject  of  Slavery.  The  last  resolution  denies  to  the  peo- 
ple of  the  Territories  any  power  over  that  subject,  save 
when  they  shall  have  a  sufficient  number  to  form  a  con- 
stitution and  become  a  State,  and  also  denies  that  Con- 
gress has  any  power  over  the  subject ;  and  so  the  resolu- 
tions hold  that  this  power  is  at  least  in  abeyance  while 
the  Territory  ia  in  a  Territorial  condition.  That  is  the 
only  conclusion  which  you  can  draw  from  these  resolu- 
tions. Alas  1  for  short-lived  Territorial  Sovereignty  !  It 
came  to  its  death  in  the  house  of  its  friends ;  it  was  buried 
by  the  same  hands  which  had  given  it  baptism  ! 

But,  sir,  I  did  not  rise  for  the  purpose  of  discussing 
these  resolutions,  but  only  to  read  them,  and  state  the 
action  which  I  propose  to  take  in  view  of  them.  I  may 
— I  probably  shall— take  some  subsequent  occasion,  when 
I  shall  endeavor  to  present  to  the  Senate  and  the  coun- 
try a  fair  account  of  what  is  the  true  issue  presented  to 
the  people  for  their  consideration  and  decision. 

My  object  now  is  to  show  only  that  the  Cincinnati  Con- 
vention has  indorsed  and  approved  of  the  repeal  of  the 
Missouri  Compromise,  from  which  so  many  evils  have 
already  flowed — from  which,  I  fear,  more  and  worse 
evils  must  yet  be  anticipated.  It  would  of  course,  be  ex- 
pected that  the  Presidential  nominee  of  that  Convention 
would  accept,  cordially  and  cheerfully,  the  platform  pre- 
pared for  him  by  his  party  friends.  No  person  can  ob- 
ject to  that.  There  is  no  equivocation  on  his  part  about 
the  matter.  I  beg  leave  to  read  a  short  extract  from  a 
speech  of  that  gentleman,  made  at  his  own  home,  within 
the  last  few  days.  In  reply  to  the  Keystone  Club,  which 
paid  him  a  visit  there,  Mr.  Buchanan  said  : 

"  Gentlemen,  two  weeks  since  I  should  have' made  you  a 
longer  speech  ;  but  now  I  hare  been  placed  on  a  platform 
of  which  I  most  heartily  approve,  and  that  can  speak  for  me. 
Being  the  represeutative  of  the  great  Democratic  party,  and 
not  simply  James  Buchanan,  I  must  square  my  conduct  ac- 
cording to  tlie  platform  of  the  party,  and  insert  no  new  plank, 
nor  take  one  from  it." 

These  events  leave  to  me  only  one  unpleasant  duty., 
which  is  to  declare  here  that  I  can  maintain  political 
associations  with  no  part.y  that  insists  upon  such  doo- 
trines  ;  that  I  can  support  no  man  for  President  who 
avows  and  recognizes  them  ;  and  that  the  little  of  that 
power  with  which  God  has  endowed  me  shall  be  era- 
ployed  to  battle  manfully,  firmly,  and  consistently  for 
his  defeat,  demanded  as  it  is  by  the  highest  interests  of 
the  country  which  owns  all  my  allegiance. 

The  President. — The  question  is  on  the  motion  of  the. 
Senator  from  Maine  to  be  excused  from  further  service 
on  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 


ACCEPTANCE  OF  PRESIDENTIAL  CANDIDATES. 


MESSRS.    LINCOLN   AND   HAMLIN   ACCEPT. 

Thk  following  is  the  correspondence  between 
the  officers  of  the  Republican  National  Conven- 
tion and  the  candidates  thereof  for  President 
and  Vice-President : 

Chicago,  May  18, 1860. 

To  theWovi,  Abr.^ham  Lincoln,  of  Illinois. 

Sir  :  The  representatives  of  the  Republican  Party  of 
the  Uiiited  States,  assembled  in  Convention  at  Clucago, 
have  this  day,  by  a  unanimous  vote,  selected  you  as  the 
Republican  candidate  for  the  office  of  President  of  the 
United  States  to  be  supported  at  the  next  election  ;  and 
the  undersigned  were  appointed  a  Committee  of  the  Con- 
vention to  apprise  you  of  this  nomination,  and  respectfully 
to  requfst  that  you  will  accept  it.  A  declaration  of  the 
principles  and  sentiments  adopted  by  tlie  Convention 
accompanies  this  communication. 

In  »lie  performance  of  this  agreeable  duty  we  take 
leave  to  ad'l  our  confident  assurance  that  the  nomination 
of  the  Chicago  Convention  will  be  ratified  by  the  suffrages 
of  the  people. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect  and  regard, 
your  friends  and  fellow-citizens. 

Gkorgb  Ashmun,  of  Massachusetts, 
President  of  the  Convention. 
Wm.  M.  Evakts,  of  New-York, 
Joel  BuRLiNGAiis,  of  Oregon, 


Ephraim  Marsh,  of  New-Jersey, 
Gideon  Wells,  of  Connecticut, 

D.  K.  Carter,  of  Ohio, 
Carl  Schurz,  of  Wisconsin, 
JA.MES  F.  Simmons,  of  Rhode  Island, 
John  W.  North,  of  Minnesota, 
Gko.  D.  BLAKisr,  of  Kentucky, 
Pktisr  T.  Washburn,  of  Vermont, 

A.  C.  WiLDiiR,  of  Kansas, 

Edward  H.  Rollins,  of  New-Hampshire, 
Francis  S.  Cobkkan,  of  Maryland, 
NoHMAN  B.  Jddd,  of  Illinois, 
N.  B.  Smithkrs,  of  Delaware, 
Wm.  H.  McCrillis,  of  Maine, 
Alfrhd  Caldwkll,  of  Virginia, 
Calkb  B.  Smith,  of  Indiana, 
Austin  Blaiii,  of  Michigan, 
Wm.  p.  Clarke,  of  lnwa, 

B.  Gratz  Brown,  of  Missouri, 

F.  P.Tracy   of  California, 

E.  D.  Webster,  of  Nebra.'-ka, 

G.  A.  Hall,  of  District  of  Columbia, 
John  A.  Andrew,  of  Massachusetts, 
A.  11.  Rekder,  of  Peunsylvania. 

Spbinofild,  III.,  May  28, 1860. 
Hon.    Georob  Ashmun,  President  of  the  liepuMican 
National  Convention. 

Sir:  I  accept   the  nomination   tendered   me  by  the 
Convention  over  which  you  presided,  and  of  which  I  air 
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formally  apprised  in  the  letter  of  yourself  and  otliers, 
acting  Hi  u  Cuuiiuittee  of  llic  Couvcuuoa  fur  tliut  pur- 
pose. 

The  (K'olaiation  of  principles  and  sentinients,  which 
accoiiipaiiii.'S  _Miur  leiicr,  iiirels  my  Kppioval  ;  ami  i( 
diull  be  my  ctti  e  iiul  lu  violute,  or  diit'cK'"'*'  ''•  '"  "^"V 
pari. 

luiploriii;;  the  assistance  of  Divine  Providence,  and 
with  due  rigurd  to  the  views  and  feelings  of  hU  wIio  were 
^epre^enleU  in  ihe  Cunvenlioii;  to  the  rights  v{  nil  the 
States,  uiiil  Territories,  and  people  of  ilie  nation  ;  to  the 
invioluhility  ufihe  C»iislilutlon,  ami  the  perpetual  union, 
harmony  and  pro.-pcriiy  of  all,  I  nui  nlo^t  huppy  to  co- 
upeiate  for  the  prucUcal  success  of  the  principles  ueclared 
by  Uie  CouVeUtiou. 

Your  obliged  friend  and  fcllow-citlien, 
Abk^uau  Lincoln. 

A  similar  letter  was  sent  to  the  iioniince  for 
the  Vicc-rresidcncy,  to  which  the  following  is 
the  reply. 

Wasiii.ngto.v,  J/ay  30, 1S60. 

GKNTLKME.V:  Your  official  coii.miiiiicaiiuii  of  the  ISiii 
Ins'.unt,  iiil  >iinuig  me  that  tlie  repre^e(l(atives  of  the 
Bepublican  party  of  the  United  States,  as^emhled  at  Clii- 
cago,  on  that  day,  had,  by  a  unanimous  vote,  selecied 
me  as  llieir  candidate  (or  llie  oflice  of  Vice-I'residenl  of 
the  United  :>  ales,  lias  been  received,  together  with  the 
resolutions  adopted  by  the  Convention  as  its  declaration 
of  principles. 

Ibose  resolutions  enunciate  clearly  and  forcibly  the 
principles  which  unite  us,  and  the  onjects  proposed  lo  be 
accomplislied.  Tliey  address  tliemse  ves  to  ail,  and  ihere 
is  oeitlitr  necessity  nor  proprieiy  in  my  entering  upon  a 
discussion  of  any  of  Ihem.  They  have  the  approval  of 
my  juii^nieiii,  and  in  imy  action  of  mine  will  be  faith- 
fully and  conliaily  su.sluined. 

I  am  proruuiiitly  grateful  to  those  with  whom  it  Is  my 
pride  ami  pleasure  politically  to  cooperate,  lor  tiie  noini- 
oatlon  so  unexpectedly  conferred  ;  and  I  desire  lo  lender 
Uirougli  you,  tu  the  members  of  the  Convention,  my  sin- 
cere tlianks  Tortile  confidence  thus  reposed  in  me.  Should 
the  nomination,  which  1  now  accept,  be  ralifleil  by  llie 
people,  and  the  duties  devolve  upon  me  of  presiding  ovt  r 
the  Senate  of  ihe  United  ftales,  it  will  be  my  earnest 
endeavor  faiihrully  to  discharge  them  with  a  just  regard 
forthe  rights  of  all. 

II  is  to  be  observed,  in  connection  with  the  doings  of 
the  Republican  Cunveiition,  tlial  a  paramount  onject 
with  us  is  to  preserve  the  normal  condition  of  our  Territo- 
torial  Uoiiiain  as  homes  for  Free  men.  The  able  ailvi'Cate 
and  defender  of  Kepubiicao  principles,  wlicnii  you  have 
Dominated  for  the  highest  place  thai  can  gratify  the 
ambition  of  man,  comes  from  a  Slate  whicii  has  been 
made  wlial  it  is,  by  special  aciion,  in  that  respect,  of  the 
wise  and  good  men  who  founded  our  insiiiutioiis.  The 
rights  of  free  UI>or  have  there  been  vindicated  and 
mainlained.  The  thrift  and  enterprise  which  so  distin- 
guish Illinois,  one  of  the  most  Q  >urisliing  Slates  of  llie 
glorious  West,  we  would  see  secured  to  ah  the  Territories 
of  the  Union  ;  and  restore  peace  and  tiarinuny  to  the 
whole  country,  by  bringing  back  the  Goveriiiiieni  lo  what 
it  was  under  the  wise  and  patriotic  men  wlio  created  it. 
If  the  Krpublicans  fIihH  succeed  in  tliat  object,  as  they 
hope  in,  tiiey  will  be  held  in  grntefui  remembrance  by  the 
busy  and  leeiuing  millions  of  future  ages. 

1  am,  very  Irnly  yours, 
II.  Hamlin. 
The  lion.  Gkobgk  Aiiuuc.v,  President  of  the  Couvcuiion, 
and  others  of  the  Cunveution. 

MR.   DRKCK  IN  RIDGE    ACCEPTS. 

Washiscton  Citt,  Jalij  6,  1860. 

Dbab  Sir  :  I  have  your  letter  of  the  23d  ultimo,  by 
which  I  am  ofliclally  Informed  of  my  nomination  for  the 
oflice  of  Pre.-ident  of  the  I'ni'.ed  ."tales  by  the  Democratic 
National  Convention  lately  assembled  at  ISaltimore. 

The  circunuilances  of  this  nomination  will  justify  me  in 
referring  to  its  personal  aspect. 

I  have  not  sought  nor  desired  to  be  placed  before  the 
country  for  the  office  of  President.  When  ray  name  was 
presented  to  the  Convention  at  Charleston,  it  wa.s  with- 
drawn by  a  friend  in  obedience  to  my  expressed  wishes. 
My  views  had  not  changed  when  the  Convention  reas- 
sembled at  Baltimore,  an<l  when  1  heard  of  tlicdilferenteg 
which  occurred  there,  my  indisposition  to  be  connected 
prominently  with  the  caav»«s  waa  confirmed  and  ex- 
pressed to  many  friends. 

Without  discussing  the  occurrences  which  preceded  the 
nominations,  and  which  are  or  soon  will  be  well  under- 
Etood  by  llie  country,  I  have  only  to  say  that  1  approved. 


as  just  and  necessary  lo  Ihe  preservation  of  the  National 
organization  and  the  sacred  iit:lit  of  repiesenlation,  tlie 
action  of  the  Convention  over  which  you  coniinutd  lo 
preside;  and  tlius  ajiproving  It,  and  having  resolved  lo 
sustain  it,  I  feel  that  il  does  not  become  ine  lo  select  tlu 
position  I  shall  occupy,  nor  to  shriiiii  from  llie  responsi- 
bilities  of  tlio  post  lo  wiiicli  1  have  been  atsignid. 
Accordingly,  I  accept  the  iiominatioii  from  a  sense  of 
public  duty,  and,  as  I  think,  uniulluenced  in  any  degree 
by  the  allurements  of  ambitinii. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to  say  that  the  confidence 
In  my  personal  and  public  character  implied  by  the  action 
of  the  Convention,  will  always  be  gratelully  remembered ; 
and  it  iis  but  just,  also,  lo  my  own  feelings,  lo  express  my 
gratilication  at  the  association  of  my  name  with  tliat  <  f 
my  friend  tien  Lane,  a  iiatriot  and  a  soldier,  whose  great 
services  in  the  field  and  in  council  entitle  him  to  the 
gratitude  and  confidence  of  his  countrymen. 

The  resolutions  ailopled  by  the  Convention  have  my 
cordial  approvaL  They  are  just  to  all  parts  of  the  Union, 
to  all  our  citizens,  native  and  naturulked,  and  they  form 
a  noble  policy  for  any  adniinistration. 

The  questions  touching  the  rigliLs  of  persons  and  pro- 
perty, which  have  of  late  been  much  discussed,  find  in 
these  resolutions  a  conslilulional  solution.  Our  I'nion  is 
a  Confederacy  of  equal  sovereign  Mates,  for  Ihe  purptises 
enumerated  in  the  Federal  Constitution.  Whatever  the 
common  tioverninent  holds  in  trust  for  all  the  Stales  mitft 
he  enjoyed  e(|Ually  by  each.  It  controls  the  TerritorlcB 
in  trust  for  all  the  Slates.  Nothing  less  than  sovereignty 
can  destroy  or  impair  the  rights  ot  persons  or  jiroperly. 
The  Territorial  (iovernmenls  are  subordinate  and  tempo- 
rary, and  not  sovereign  ;  hence  tliey  cannot  destroy  or 
impair  the  rights  of  persons  or  property.  While  tliey 
continue  to  be  Territories  they  are  under  the  control  of 
Congress,  but  Ihe  Conslilution  nowhere  confers  on  any 
branch  of  the  Federal  tioverninent  the  power  lo  discrimi- 
nate against  the  riglits  of  Ihe  States  or  the  pr.  perty  of 
their  citizens  in  the  Territories.  It  follows  that  the  "citi- 
zens of  all  the  States  may  enter  the  Territories  of  the 
I'nion  with  their  property,  of  whatever  kind,  and  enjoy  it 
during  the  territorial  condition  vsitliout  bt  or  hhidrance, 
either  by  Congress  or  by  the  subordinate  Territorial 
Governments. 

These  principles  flow  directly  from  the  absence  of 
sovereignty  in  tlie  Territorial  Governments,  and  from  the 
equality  of  the  States.  Indeed,  they  are  es.seiitial  lo  that 
equality,  which  is,  and  ever  has  been,  the  vital  printiple 
of  our  Con>litutional  Union.  They  have  been  settled 
legislatively — settled  judiciously,  and  are  sustained  by 
right  reason.  They  rest  on  the" rock  o"f  the  Constitution-^ 
they  will  preserve  the  Union 

II  is  idle  lo  attempt  lo  smother  these  great  issues,  or  to 
misiep:esenl  them  by  the  use  of  |iarlisan  phiases,  which 
are  misleading  and  delusive  The  people  will  look  bo- 
nealh  such  expressions  as  "  Intervenlioii,"  "Congress- 
ional Slave  Code,"  and  the  like,  and  will  penetrate  to  the 
real  questions  involved.  '1  he  f  lends  of  Coiislilulonal 
equality  do  not  and  never  did  demand  a  "  Congressional 
Slave  Code,"  nor  any  other  code  in  regard  lo  properly  in 
the  Territories.  They  hold  ihe  doclr.iie  of  non-.nierveii- 
tion  by  Congress,  or  by  a  Territorial  I^gislatu  e,  either 
to  establish  or  p.  oliibit  Slavery  ;  but  they  assert  (fortiti- 
ed  by  the  highest  judicial  tribunal  in  the  Union;  the  plain 
duly  of  the  Federal  (iovei  nnient,  in  all  its  deparlmeiit«, 
to  secue,  when  necessary,  lo  the  citizens  of  all  the 
States,  the  enjoyment  of  their  property  in  the  common 
Territories,  as  everywhere  else  with  n  its  jurisdiction. 
The  only  logical  answer  lo  this  would  seem  to  be  to 
claim  sovereign  power  for  the  Territories,  or  lo  deny 
thai  the  Constiiulion  recognizes  properly  in  the  services 
of  negro  slaves,  or  lo  deny  thai  such  property  can  exist. 

Inexorable  logic  which  works  its  steady  way  ihroiigh 
clouds  and  paction,  compels  the  count ly  lo  meet  lEo 
issue.  There  is  no  evasive  middle  ground.  Already  thn 
signs  multiply  of  a  fanatical  and  growing  parly,  which 
denies  thai  under  the  Consliluiion,  or  by  any  other  law, 
slave  property  can  exist;  and  iiliiniaiely  ihe  struggle 
must  come  between  this  parly  and  the  Nat.onal  Demo- 
cracy, sustained  by  all  the  other  conservative  elements 
in  the  Union. 

I  think  It  will  be  impossible  for  a  candid  mind  to  dis- 
cover hostiliiy  to  the  Union  or  a  taint  of  seel  onalism 
in  Ihe  resolutions  .-idopted  by  the  Convenlion.  The 
Constitution  and  the  Union  repose  on  the  equality 
of  the  Slates,  wbicn  lies  like  a  broad  foundation  under- 
neath our  whole  pol. Ileal  s  ruciure.  As  I  construe 
them,  the  resolutions  simply  assert  this  equality.  They 
demand  nothing  for  any  Slate  or  section  iliat  is  not 
cheerfully  conceded  to  all  the  rest.  Il  is  well  lo  remem- 
ber that  the  chief  disorders  which  have  alliicted  our 
country  have  gionn  out  of  the  violation  of  State  equalii.v, 
and  that  as  lonj;  as  this  great  principle  has  been  re.-pected 
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we  have  been  blessed  witli  harmony  and  peace.  Nor  will 
it  be  easy  to  persuade  the  country  that  resolutions  are 
sectional  which  command  the  support  of  a  majority  of 
the  States,  and  are  approved  by  the  bone  and  body  of 
the  old  Democracy,  and  by  a  vast  mass  of  conservative 
opinion  everywhere,  without  regard  to  party. 

It  lias  been  necessary  more  than  once  in  our  history, 
to  pause  and  solemnly  assert  the  true  character  of  this 
Government.  A  memorable  instance  occurred  in  the 
struggle  which  ended  in  the  civil  revolution  of  ISOO. 
The  Kepublicans  of  that  day,  like  the  Democracy  of  this, 
were  stigmatized  as  disunionists,  but  they  nobly  conduct- 
ed the  contest  under  the  Constitution,  and  saved  our  po- 
litical system.  By  a  little  constitutional  struggle  it  is 
intended  to  assert  and  establish  the  equahty  of  the 
States,  as  the  only  basis  of  union  and  peace.  When  this 
object,  so  national,  so  constitutional,  so  just,  shall  be 
accomplished,  the  last  cloud  will  disappear  from  the 
American  sky,  and  with  common  hands  and  hearts  the 
States  and  the  people  will  unite  to  develop  the  resources 
of  the  whole  country,  to  bind  it  together  with  the  bonds 
of  intercourse  and  brotherhood,  and  to  impel  it  onward 
In  its  great  career. 

•^le  Constitution  and  the  Eqnality  of  the  States  !  These 
ar<  symbols  of  everlasting  Union.  Let  these  be  the  ral- 
lying cries  of  the  people. 

I  trust  that  this  canvass  will  be  conducted  without 
rancor,  and  that  temperate  arguments  will  take  the 
place  of  hot  words  and  passionate  accusations. 

Above  all,  I  venture  humbly  to  hope  that  Divine  Provi- 
dence, to  whom  we  owe  our  origin,  our  growth,  and  all 
our  prosperity,  will   continue  to  protect    our   beloved 
country  against  all  danger,  foreign  and  domestic. 
I  am,  with  great  respect,  your  friend, 

John  C.  Bkkckisbidge. 

The  Hon.  C.  Gushing,  President  of  the  Democratic  ^aUo^aI 
Couveution. 

GEN.    lane's   acceptance. 

Washington,  June  30,  1£60. 
Hon.  Caleb  CusniNG,  President  of  the  Democratic  Na- 
tional Convention: 

SiK — 1  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the 
communication  you  make  in  behalf  of  the  Democratic 
National  Convention,  in  wliich  you  inform  me  that,  on  the 
■23d  mst.,  I  was  unanimously  nominated  by  that  party  for 
the  othce  of  Vice-President  of  the  United  States,  with  the 
request  that  I  shall  accept  the  nomination. 

The  platform  adopted,  and  of  which  you  inclose  me  a 
copy,  meets  with  my  hearty  approval,  as  it  embodies 
what  I  have  been  contending  for  as  the  only-  means  of 
stopping  sectional  agitation,  by  securing  to  all  equality 
and  constitutional  rights,  the  denial  of  which  has  led  to 
the  present  unhappy  condition  of  public  affairs. 

Compromises  of  constitutional  principles  are  ever  dan- 
gerous, and  I  am  rejoiced  that  the  true  Democracy  has 
seen  fit  to  plant  a  firm  foot  on  the  rock  of  truth,  and  to 
give  the  people  an  opportunity  to  vindicate  their  love  of 
justice  and  fraternal  regard  for  each  other's  rights. 

Non-intervention  on  the  subject  of  Slavery,  1  may  em- 
phatically say,  is  that  cardinal  maxim  of  the  Democracy 
— non-intervention  by  Congress  and  non-intervention  by 
Territorial  Legislatures,  as  is  fully  stated  in  the  first  reso- 
lution of  the  adopted  platform. 

In  vam  should  we  declare  the  former  without  insisting 
upon  the  latter;  because,  to  permit  Territorial  legisla- 
tures to  prohibit  or  estabhsh  Slavery,  or  by  unfriendly  le- 
gislation to  invalidate  property,  would  be  granting  powers 
to  the  creature  or  agent,  which,  it  is  admitted,  do  not  ap- 
pertain to  the  principal,  or  the  power  that  creates ;  besides 
which,  it  would  be  fostering  an  element  of  agitation  in  the 
Territory  that  must  necessarily  extend  to  Congress  and 
the  people  of  all  the  States. 

If  the  Constitution  establishes  the  right  of  every  citizen 
to  enter  the  common  territory  Aith  whatever  property  he 
legally  possesses,  it  necessarily  devolves  on  the  Federal 
Government  the  duty  to  protect  this  right  of  the  citizen 
whenever  and  wherever  assailed  or  infringed.  The  De- 
mocratic party  honestly  meets  this  agitating  question, 
which  is  threatening  to  sever  and  destroy  this  brotherhood 
of  States.  It  does  not  propose  to  legislate  for  the  exten- 
sion of  Slavery,  nor  for  its  restriction,  but  to  give  to  each 
State  and  to  every  citizen  all  that  our  forefathers  proposed 
to  give — namely,  perfect  equality  of  rights,  and  then  to 
commit  to  the  people,  to  climate,  and  to  soil,  the  determi- 
nation as  to  the  kind  of  institution  best  fitted  to  their  re- 
quirements in  their  constitutional  limits,  and  declaring  as 
a  fundamental  maxim,  that  the  people  of  a  Territory  can 
only  establish  or  prohibit  Slavery  when  they  come  to  form 
a  constitution,  preparatory  to  their  admission  as  a  State 
into  the  Union. 

If,  happily,  our  principles  shall  prevail,  an  era  of  peace 
and  harmony  will  be  restored  to  our  distracted  country, 


and  no  more  shall  we  be  troubled  with  the  agitation  of 
this  dangerous  question,  because  it  will  be  removed  as 
well  from  the  Territorial  legi.latures  as  from  the  halls  of 
Congress — when  we  shall  be  free  to  turn  our  attention  to 
more  useful  issues,  promotive  of  our  growth  in  national 
gieatness. 

Our  Union  must  be  preserved  !  But  this  can  only  bt 
done  by-  maintaining  the  Constitution  inviolate  in  all  it!> 
provisions  and  guaranties.  The  Judicial  authority,  as 
provided  by  the  Constitution,  must  be  maintained,  and  its 
decisions  implicitly  obeyed,  as  well  in  regard  to  the  rights 
of  property  in  the  Territories  as  in  all  other  matters. 

Hoping  for  success,  and  trusting  in  the  truth  and  justice 
of  the  principles  of  our  party,  and  in  that  Divine  Provi- 
dence that  has  watched  over  us  and  made  us  one  of  the 
great  nations  of  the  earth,  and  that  we  may  continue  to 
merit  Divine  protection,  I  cheerfully  accept  the  nomina- 
tion so  unanimously  conferred  on  me,  and  cordially  in- 
dorse the  platform  adopted  by  the  Convention. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  much  respect. 

Your  friend  and  obedient  servant, 

JosEPu  Lane. 

MR.  DOUGLAS  ACCEPTS. 
Washington,  Friday,  June  29, 1860. 

Gentlemen  :  In  accordance  with  the  verbal  assurance 
which  I  gave  you  when  you  placed  in  my  hands  the 
authentic  evidence  of  my  nomination  for  the  Presidency 
by  the  National  Convention  of  the  Democratic  party,  I 
now  send  you  my  formal  acceptance.  Upon  a  careful 
examination  of  the  platform  and  principles  adopted  at 
Charleston  and  reaffirmed  at  Baltimore,  with  an  additional 
resolution  which  is  in  perfect  harmony  with  the  others,  I 
find  it  to  be  a  faithful  embodiment  of  the  time-honored 
principles  of  the  Democratic  party,  as  the  same  were  pro- 
claimed and  understood  by  all  parties  in  the  Presidential 
contest  of  1848,  lb52,  and'lS56. 

Upon  looking  into  the  proceedings  of  the  Convention 
also,  I  find  that  the  nomination  was  made  with  great 
unanimity,  in  the  presence  and  with  the  concurrence  of 
more  than  two-thirds  of  the  whole  numhtr  of  delegates, 
and  in  accordance  with  the  long-established  usages  of 
the  parly.  My  inflexible  purpose  not  to  be  a  candidate, 
nor  accept  the  nomination  under  any  contingency,  except 
as  the  regular  nominee  of  the  >atiiinal  Democratic  party 
and  in  that  case  only  upon  the  condition  that  the  usages, 
as  well  as  the  principles  of  the  party,  should  be  strictly 
adhered  to,  had  been  proclaimed  for  a  long  time  and 
become  well  known  to  tlie  country.  These  conditions 
having  all  been  complied  with  by  the  free  and  voluntary 
action  of  the  Democratic  masses  and  their  faithful  repre- 
sentatives, without  any  agency,  interference,  or  procure- 
ment, on  my  part,  I  feel  bound  in  honor  and  duty  to 
accept  the  nomination.  In  taking  this  step,  I  am  not 
unmindlul  of  the  responsibilities  it  imposes,  but  with  firm 
reliance  upon  Divine  Providence  I  have  the  faith  that  the 
people  will  comprehend  the  true  nature  of  the  issues  in- 
volved, and  eventually  maintain  the  right. 

The  peace  of  the  country  and  the  perpetuity  of  the 
Union  have  been  put  in  je<ipardy  by  attempts  to  interfere 
with  and  control  the  domestic  affairs  of  thf  people  in  the 
Territories,  tliruugh  the  agency  of  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment. If  the  power  and  the  duty  of  Federal  interference 
is  to  be  conceded,  two  hostile  sectional  parties  must  be 
the  inevitable  result — the  one  inflaming  the  passions  and 
ambitions  of  the  North,  the  other  of  the  South,  and  each 
struggling  to  use  the  Federal  jower  ind  authority  fur 
the  aggrandizement  of  its  own  section,  at  the  expense 
of  the  equal  rights  of  the  other,  and  in  derogation  of 
those  fundamental  principles  of  self-government  which 
were  firmly  established  in  this  country  by  the  American 
Revolution,  as  the  basis  of  our  entire  republican  system. 

During  the  memorable  period  of  our  political  liistory, 
when  the  advocates  of  Federal  intervention  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  Slavery  in  the  Territories  had  well-nig:i  "precipi- 
tated the  country  into  revolution,"  the  Northern  Interven- 
tionists demanding  the  AVilmot  Proviso  for  the  prohibition 
of  Slavery,  and  the  Southern  interventionists,  then  few  in 
number,  and  without  a  single  Representative  in  either 
House  of  Congress,  insisting  upon  Congressional  legisla- 
tion for  the  protection  of  Slavery  in  opposition  to  the 
wishes  of  ti  »  people  in  either  case,  it  will  be  remembered 
that  it  required  all  the  wisdom,  power  and  influence  of  a 
Clay  and  a  Webster  and  a  Cass,  supported  by  the  conser- 
vative and  patriotic  men  of  the  Whig  and  Democratic  par- 
ties of  that  day,  to  devise  and  carry  out  a  line  of  policy 
which  would  restore  peace  to  the  country  and  stability  to 
the  Union.  The  essential  living  principle  of  that  policy,  as 
applied  in  the  legislation  of  1850,  was,  and  now  b,  non- 
iniervention  by  Congress  with  Slavery  i7i  the  Territo- 
ries. The  fair  application  of  this  just  and  equitable  prin- 
ciple restored  harmony  and  fraternity  to  a  distracted  coun- 
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try.  If  we  now  depart  from  that  wise  and  just  policy 
which  produced  these  happy  results,  and  permit  the  coun- 
try to  be  again  distracted  ;  if  precipitated  into  revolution 
by  a  sectional  contest  between  Pro-Slavery  and  Anti-Sla- 
very interventionists,  where  shall  we  look  for  another  Clay, 
ajiother  Webster,  or  another  Cass  to  pilot  the  sliip  of  State 
over  the  breakers  into  a  haven  of  peace  and  safety  ? 

The  Federal  Union  must  be  preserved.  The  Constitu- 
tion must  be  maintained  inviolate  in  all  its  parts.  Kvtry 
right  guaranteed  by  the  Constitution  must  be  protected 
by  law  in  all  cases  where  legislation  is  necessary  to  its  en- 
joyment. The  judicial  authority,  as  provided  in  the  Con- 
stitution, must  be  sustained,  and  its  decisions  implicitly 
obeyed  and  faithfully  executed.  The  laws  must  be  ad- 
ministered and  the  constituted  authorities  upheld,  and 
all  unlawful  resistance  to  these  things  must  he  put  down 
with  firmness,  impartiality  and  fidelity,  if  we  expect  to 
enjoy  and  transmit  unimpaired  to  our  posterity,  that 
blessed  inheritance  which  we  have  received  in  trust  from 
the  patriots  and  sages  of  the  Revolution. 

With  sincere  thanks  for  the  kind  and  agreeable  man- 
ner in  which  you  have  made  known  to  me  the  action  of 
the  Convention,  I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Your  friend  and  fellow  citizen, 
S.  A.  DorcLAS. 

Hon.  Wm.  H.  Ludlow,  of  New-York ;  R.  P.  Dick,  of 
North  Carolina  ;  P.  C.  Wickliff,  of  Louisiana,  and  others 
of  Committee. 

MR.    FITZPATRICK    DECLINES. 

Washington,  June  25, 1860. 
Gektlembs  :  Your  letter  of  to-day,  informing  me  that  i 
"  have  been  unanimously  nominated  by  the  National  Con- 
vention of  the  Democratic  party,  which  met  at  Charleston 
on  the  23d  day  of  April  last,  and  adjourned  to  meet  at 
Baltimore  on  the  ISth  day  of  June,  as  their  candidate  for 
the  office  of  Vice-President,"  was  duly  received. 

Aeknowledgin'T  with  the  liveliest  sensibility  this  distin- 
guished mark  of  your  confidence  and  regard,  it  is  with  no 
ordinary  feelings  of  regret  that  considerations,  the  recital 
of  which  I  will  not  impose  upon  you,  constrain  me  to  de- 
cline the  nomination  so  flatteringly  tendered.  My  desig- 
nation as  a  candidate  for  this  high  position  would  have 
been  more  gratifying  to  me  if  it  had  proceeded  from  the 
united  Democracy — united  both  as  to  principles  and  men.  | 

The  distracting  dilferences  at  present  existing  in  tin- 
ranks  of  the  Democratic  party  were  strikingly  exemplified 
both  at  Charleston  and  at  Baltimore,  and,  in  my  humble 
opinion,  distinctly  admonish  me  that  I  should  in  no  way 
contribute  to  these  unfortunate  divisions. 

The  Black  Republicans  have  harmoniously  (at  least  in 
Convention)  presented  their  candidates  for  the  Presidency 
and  Vice-Presidency.  So  have  the  Constitutional  Union 
party  (as  it  is  termed).  Each  party  is  already  engaged  in 
tiie  contest.  In  the  presence  of  such  organizations  we  still, 
unfortunately,  exhibit  a  divided  camp.  What  a  melan- 
choly spectacle  !  It  is  calculated  to  cause  every  Democratic 
citizen  who  cherishes  the  Constitution  of  his  country  to 
despocd,  if  not  to  despair,  of  the  durability  of  the  Union. 
Desirous,  as  far  as  I  am  capable  of  exercising  any  influ- 
ence, to  remove  every  obstacle  which  may  prevent  a  resto- 
ration of  the  peace,  harmony,  and  perfect  concord  of  that 
glorious  old  party  to  which  1  have  been  inflexibly  devoted 
from  early  manhood — a  party  which,  in  my  deliberate 
opinion,  is  the  only  real  and  reliable  ligament  which  binds 
the  South,  the  North,  the  East,  and  the  West  together  upon 
constitutional  principles — no  alternative  was  left  to  me 
but  that  which  I  have  herein  most  respectfully  communi- 
cated to  you. 

For  the  agreeable  manner  in  which  you  have  conveyed 
to  me  the  action  of  the  Convention,  accept  my  sincere 
thanks. 
Very  truly  your  friend  and  obedient  servant, 

B.  FiTZPATRICK. 

To  Wm.  H.  LcnLOW,  of  New-York,  and  others. 

The  Democratic  National  Committee  subse- 
quently nominated  the  Hon.  Herschel  V.  John- 
son, oi"  Georgia,  who  accepted  the  position. 

MR.  BELL  ACCEPTS. 


Nashville,  May  21, 1860. 
Dear  Sir  :  Official  information  of  my  nomination  to  the 
Presidency  by  the  National  Union  Convention,  of  which 
you  were  the  presiding  officer,  was  communicated  to  me 
by  your  letter  of  the  11th  inst.,  at  Philadelphia,  on  the 
eve  of  my  departure  with  my  family  for  my  place  of  resi- 
dence in  Tennessee  ;  and  ditlident  as  I  was  of  my  worthi- 
ness, I  did  not  hesitate  to  signify  my  intention  to  accept 
the  position  assigned  to  me  by  that  distinguished  and  pa- 
triotic body.     But  for  convenience,  and  under  a  sense  of 


the  propriety  of  acting  in  so  grave  a  matter  with  greater 
deliberation,  I  concluded,  as  I  informed  you  at  the  time 
by  a  private  note,  to  t'ofer  a  formal  acceptance  until  after 
my  arrival  at  home. 

Now  that  I  have  had  aU  the  leisure  I  could  desire  for  re- 
flection upon  the  circumstances  under  which  the  nomina- 
tion was  made,  the  purity  of  the  motives  and  the  lofty 
spirit  of  patriotism  by  which  the  Convention  was  anima- 
ted, as   evinced  in  all  its  proceedings,  I  can  appreciate 
more  justly  the  honor  done  me  by  the  nomination  ;  and, 
though  it  might  have  been  more  fortunate  for  the  country 
had  it  fallen  upon  some  one  of  the  many  distinguished  states- 
men whose  names  were  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Con- 
vention, rather  than  myself,  I  accept  it,  with  all  its  posj^i- 
ble  responsibilities.     Whatever  may  be  the  issue  of  the 
ensuing  canvass,  as  for  myself,  I  shall  ever  regard  it  as  a 
proud  distinction — one  worth  a  lifelong  effort  to  attain — 
to  be  pronounced  worthy  to  receive  the  highest  office  in 
the  Government  at  such  a  time  as  the  present,  and  by  such 
a  Convention  as  that  which  recently  met  in  Baltimore — a 
Convention  far  less  imposing  by  the  number  of  its  mem- 
bers, large  as  it  was,  than  by  their  high  character.     In  it 
were  men  venerable  alike  for  their  age  and  their  public 
services,  who  could  not  have  been  called  from  their  volun- 
tary retirement  from  public  life,  but  by  the  strongest  sense 
of  patriotic  duty  ;  others,  though  still  in  the  prime  of  life, 
ranking  with  the  first  men  of  the  country  by  honors  and 
distinctions  already  acquired  in  high  official  positions. 
State  and  national,  many  of  them  statesmen  worthy  to  fill 
the  highest  office  in  the  government ;  a  still  greater  num- 
ber occupying  the  highest  rank  in  their  respective  profes- 
sional pursuits  ;  others  distinguished  by  their  intelUgence 
and  well-earned  influence  in  various  walks  of  private  life, 
and  all  animated  and  united  by  one  spirit  and  one  pur- 
pose— the  result  of  a  strong  conviction  that  our  political 
system,  under  the  operation  of  a  complication  of  disorders, 
is  rapidly  approaching  a  crisis  when  a  speedy  change  must 
take  place,  indicating,  as  in  diseases  of  the  physical  body, 
recovery  or  death. 

The  Convention,  in  discarding  the  use  of  platforms,  ex- 
act no  pledge  from  those  whom  they  deem  worthy  of  the 
highest  trusts  under  the  Government ;  wisely  considering 
that  the  surest  guaranty  of  a  man's  future  usefulness  and 
fidelity  to  the  great  interests  of  the  country,  in  any  offi- 
cial station  to  which  he  may  be  chosen,  is  to  be  found  in 
his  past  history  connected  with  the  public  service.  The 
pledge  implied  in  my  acceptance  of  the  nomination  of  the 
National  Union  Convention  is,  that  should  I  be  elected,  I 
will  not  depart  from  the  spirit  and  tenor  of  my  past 
course ;  and  the  obligation  to  keep  this  pledge  derives  a 
double  force  from  the  consideration  that  none  is  required 
from  me. 

Y'uu,  sir,  in  your  letter  containing  the  official  announce- 
ment of  my  nomination,  have  been  pleased  to  ascribe  to 
me  the  merit  of  moderation  and  justice  in  my  past  public 
career.  You  have  likewise  givt-n  me  credit  for  a  uni- 
form support  of  all  wise  and  beneficent  measures  of  legis- 
lation, for  a  firm  resistance  to  all  measures  calculated  to 
engender  sectional  discord,  and  for  a  lifelong  devotion  to 
the  Union,  harmony,  and  prosperity  of  these  States. 
Whether  your  personal  partiality  has  led  you  to  over- 
state my  merits  as  a  public  man  or  not  in  your  enumera- 
tion of  iheni,  you  have  presented  a  summary — a  basis  of 
all  sound  Auierican  statesmanship.  It  may  be  objected 
that  nothing  is  said  in  this  summary,  iu  express  terms, of 
the  obligations  imposed  by  the  Constitution;  but  the 
duty  to  respect  and  observe  them  is  clearly  implied,  for 
without  due  observance  in  the  conduct  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  Constitution,  its  restrictions,  and  require- 
ments, fairly  interpreted  in  accordance  with  its  spirit 
and  objects,  there  can  be  no  end  to  sectional  discord — no 
security  for  the  harmony  of  the  Union. 

I  have  not  the  vanity  to  assume  that  in  my  past  con- 
nection with  the  public  service  I  have  exemplified  the 
course  of  a  sound  American  statesman  ;  but  if  I  have 
deserved  the  favorable  view  taken  of  it  in  your  letter,  I 
may  hope,  by  a  fiithful  adherence  to  the  maxims  by 
which  I  have  heretofore  been  guided,  not  altogether  to  dis- 
appoint the  confidence  and  expectations  of  those  who 
have  placed  me  in  my  present  relation  to  the  public;  and 
if,  under  Providence,  I  should  be  called  to  preside  over 
the  affairs  of  this  great  country  as  the  Executive  Chief  of 
the  Government,  the  only  further  pledge  I  feel  called  upon 
to  make  is,  that  the  utmost  of  my  ability,  and  with  what- 
ever strength  of  will  I  can  command,  all  the  powers  and 
influence  belonging  to  my  official  station, shall  be  employed 
and  directed  for  the  promotion  of  all  the  great  objects  for 
which  the  Government  was  instituted,  but  moie  espe- 
cially for  the  maintenance  of  the  Constitution  and  the 
Union  against  all  imposing  influences  and  tendencies. 

I  cannot  conclude  this  letter  without  expressing  my 
higli  gratification  at  the  nomination  to  the  second  office 
under  the  Government,  of  the  eminently-gifted  and  dig- 
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tinguished  statesman  of  Massachusetts,  Edward  Everett,  I 
a  penileinen  lield  by  general  consent   to   be   aUogetlier 
worthy  of  the  first.  I 

Tendering  my  grateful   acknowledgments  for  the  kind  1 
and  complinieiitary  uiunner  in  which  you  were   pleased  | 
to  accompany  ihe  comnuinication  of  my  nomination,  1 
am,  dear  sir,  with  the  higliest  respect,  I 

Your  ohedient  servant,  John  Bkll. 

To  the  lion.  Washington  Hunt. 

MR.    EVERKTT's    acceptance. 

Boston,  JUay  29, 1860. 

Mr  Dkab  Sir  :  I  have  duly  received  your  letter  of  the 
11th,  in  which  you  inform  me  officially,  that  the  National 
Union  Convention,  recently  in  session  at  Baltimore,  had 
done  me  the  honor  to  nominate  me  as  its  candidate  for 
the  office  of  Vice-President  of  the  United  States. 

I  am  deeply  impressed  with  this  manifestation  of  the 
favorable  opinion  of  the  Convention,  comprising  as  it  did 
among  its  members  so  many  persons  distinguished  for 
public  service,  patriotism  and  intelligence ;  and  fairly 
representing  a  considerable  portion  of  the  conservative 
feeling  of  the  country.  For  the  gi'eat  cordiality  with 
which,  as  you  inform  me,  my  name  was  proposed  and 
received,  my  warmest  thanks  are  due. 

The  grateful  acceptance  of  such  a  nomination  would, 
under  ordinary  circumstances,  be  a  matter  of  course ; 
but  it  has  unavoidably  been  with  me  the  subject  of  long 
and  anxious  hesitation.  The  grounds  of  this  hesitation  1 
owe  it  to  the  Convention  which  has  honored  me  with 
this  mark  of  its  confidence,  and  to  myself,  to  explain  ; 
loath  as  I  am  to  dwell  on  matters  of  personal  interest 
of  no  importance  to  the  public. 

It  is  generally  known  that  I  have,  for  some  years 
past,  retired  from  active  participation  in  political  life, 
not,  as  I  hope  I  have  shown,  from  indolence  or  want  of 
sympathy  with  my  fellow-citizens  in  the  pursuit  of  the 
great  objects  of  social  life.  The  reasons  of  my  retire- 
ment have  been  more  than  once  publicly  stated,  and  I 
beg  to  repeat  them  here  from  ray  speech  at  the  Union 
meeting  in  Faneuil  Hall  last  December : 

"I  did  not  suppose  that  anything  could  occur  which 
would  make  me  think  it  my  duty  to  appear  again  on  this 
platform,  on  any  occasion  of  a  political  character  ;  and 
had  this  meeting  been  of  a  party  nature,  or  designed  to 
promote  any  party  purposes,  I  should  not  have  been 
here.  When  compelled,  by  the  prostration  of  my  health, 
five  years  ago,  to  resign  the  distinguished  place  which  I 
then  filled  in  the  public  service,it  was  with  no  expectation, 
no  wish,  and  no  intention  of  ever  again  mingling  in  the 
scenes  of  public  life.  I  have,  accordingly,  with  the  par- 
tial restoration  of  my  health,  abstained  from  all  partici- 
pation in  political  action  of  any  kind ;  partly  because  I 
have  found  a  more  congenial,  and,  as  I  venture  to  think, 
a  more  useful  occupation,  in  seeking  to  rally  the  atfec- 
tions  of  my  countrymen.  North  and  South,  to  that  great 
name  and  precious  memory  which  are  left  almost  alone 
of  all  the  numerous  kindly  associations  which  once 
bound  the  different  sections  of  the  country  together,  and 
also  because,  between  the  extremes  of  opinion  that  have 
long  distracted  and  now  threaten  to  convulse  the  coun- 
try, I  find  no  middle  ground  of  practical  usefulness,  on 
which  a  friend  of  moderate  counsels  can  stand." 

It  having  been  suggested  to  me,  notwithstanding  these 
avowals,  that  I  might  be  thought  of,  at  the  Union  Con- 
vention, as  a  candidate  for  the  Presidency,  I  requested, 
by  telegraphic  message  and  by  letter,  that  my  name,  if 
brought  forward,  might  be  withdrawn.  It  is  true  that  in 
these  communications  I  had  only  in  view  a  nomination 
to  the  Presidency,  none  other  having  been  suggested  to 
me;  but  all  the  reasons  above  indicated,  which  led  me 
in  advance  to  decline  such  a  nomination,  apply  with 
equal  force  to  the  Vice-Presidency.  These  reasons,  of 
course,  still  exist  in  unimpaired  force,  and  I  cannot  now 
take  an  active  part  in  politics  without  abandoning  a 
delibeialely  formed  purpose,  and  even  exposing  myself 
to  the  suspicion  of  insincerity  in  its  persistent  avowal. 

Without  dwelling  upon  these  considerations,  of  which, 
however,  I  am  sure  the  weight  will  be  admitted,  1  beg 
leave  to  ailvert  for  a  moment  to  my  connection  with  the 
movement  for  the  purchase  of  Mount  Vernon,  to  which 
your  letter  alludes  in  such  obliging  terms.  The  favor 
which  has  attended  my  exertions  in  that  cause  (if  I  may 
without  indelicacy  say  anything  on  that  subject)  has  been 
mainly  the  result  of  my  known  and  recognized  discon- 
nection from  party  politics.  If  it  could  have  been  even 
plausibly  insinuated  that  I  was,  or  intended  to  become, 
a  candidate  for  high  political  honors,  I  should,  in  my 
various  excursions  in  aid  of  that  fund,  have  laid  myself 
open  to  the  imputation  of  speaking  one  word  for  Mount 
Vernon  an<l  two  for  myself.  As  it  is,  the  people  through 
out  the  Union  have  generously  given  me  credit  for  hav- 


ing a  single  eye  to  that  meritorious  object.     As  far  as  tli« 
purchase  of  .Mount  Vernon  is  concerned,  that  object  has 
been   effected,  under  the  judicious   and  efficient  man- 
agement of  the  Kegenl  and  Vice-Regents  of  the  Asso- 
ciation, with  the  aid  of  their  intelligent  and  active  assist- 
ants throughout  the  Union.     But  a  sum  of  money  equal 
to  that  already  raised  is  still  wanting  for  the  repair  of 
the  Mansion,  the  inclosure  of  the  land  purchased,  the 
restoration  of  the  house  and  grounds,  as  far  as  practi- 
cable, to  their  condition  in  1800,  and  the  establishment 
of  a  i)ermaiient   fund  for  their   conservation.      I   own 
that  I  am  desirous  still  to  enjoy  the  privilege  of  coope- 
rating in  this  noble  work,  which,  however,  it  will  be  im- 
possible for  me  to  do  to  any  advantage,  whatever  may 
be  the  result  of  the  present  canvass,  if  1  am  drawn  into 
the  vortex  of  a  strenuously  contested  election.     There 
are  many  parts   of  the  country  which  I  have  not  yet 
visited.     I  had  promised  myself  a  rich  harvest  from  the 
patriotic  liberality  of  the  States  on  the  Gulf  of  Mexico, 
and  of  those  on  the  Mississippi  River  (which  I  have  not 
yet   been  able  to  visit,  with  the  exception  of  Missouri, 
through  often  kindly  invited),  and  1  confess  that  it  is 
very  painful  to  me  to  withdraw  from  that  broad  field 
of  congenial   labor  to  tread  the  thorny  and  thankless 
paths  of  politics. 

Apart  from  the  pecuniary  aspects  of  the  case,  which, 
however,  are  of  considerable  importance,  I  will  candidly 
say  that  in  holding  up  to  the  admiring  veneration  of  the 
American  people  the  peerless  name  of  Washington, 
(almost  the  only  bond  of  fraternal  sentiment  which  the 
bitterness  of  our  sectional  controversies  has  left  us),  I 
feel  as  if  I  was  doing  more  good,  as  far  as  I  am  able  to 
do  any  good,  and  contributing  more  to  revive  the  kindly 
feeling  which  once  existed  between  North  and  South, 
and  which  is  now,  I  grieve  to  say,  nearly  e.xtinct,  than  I 
could  possibly  do  by  engaging  in  the  wretched  scramble 
for  office — which  is  one  great  source  of  the  dangers  that 
threaten  the  country. 

These  considerations,  and  others  of  a  still  more  personal 
nature,  have  necessarily  occasioned  me  to  reflect  long  and 
anxiously,  before  accepting  the  nomination  with  which 
the  Union  Convention  has  honored  me.  In  yielding  at 
length  to  the  earnest  solicitations  which  have  been  ad- 
dressed to  me,  from  the  most  respectable  sources  in  almost 
every  part  of  the  Union,  I  make  a  painful  sacrifice  ot 
incUnation  to  what  I  am  led  to  believe  a  public  duty.  It 
has  been  urged  upon  me,  and  I  cannot  deny  that  such  is 
my  own  feelings,  that  we  have  fallen  upon  times  that  call 
upon  all  good  citizens,  at  whatever  cost  of  personal  con- 
venience, to  contribute  tbeu"  share,  however  humble,  to 
the  public  service. 

I  suppose  it  to  be  the  almost  universal  impression — it  is 
certainly  mine — that  the  existing  state  of  affairs  is  ex- 
tremely critical.  Our  political  controversies  have  sub- 
stantially assumed  an  almost  purely  sectional  character — 
that  of  a  fearful  struggle  between  the  North  and  the 
South.  It  would  not  be  difficult  to  show  at  length  the 
perilous  nature  and  tendency  of  this  struggle,  but  I  can 
only  say,  on  this  occasion,  that,  in  my  opinion,  it  cannot 
be  much  longer  kept  up,  without  rending  the  Union.  I 
do  not  mean  that  either  of  the  great  parties  in  the  country 
desires  or  aims  at  a  separation  of  the  States  as  a  final 
object,  although  there  are  extremists  in  considerable 
numbers  who  have  that  object  in  view.  While  a  potent 
and  a  baleful  influence  is  exercised  by  men  of  this  class, 
in  both  sections  of  the  Union,  a  portion  of  the  conserva- 
tive masses  are  insensibly  and  gradually  goaded  into  con- 
currence with  opinions  and  sentiments  with  which,  in  the 
outset,  they  had  no  sympathy.  Meantime,  almost  wholly 
neglecting  the  main  public  interests,  our  political  contro- 
versies turn  more  and  more  on  questions,  in  reference  to 
which,  as  abstract  formulic,  the  great  sections  of  the 
country  dill'er  irreconcilably,  though  there  is  nothing 
practically  important  at  stake  which  requires  the  discus- 
sion to  be  kept  up.  These  controversies  are  carried  on 
with  steadily  increasing  bitterness  and  exasperation.  The 
passions  thus  kindled  have  already  led  to  acts  of  violence 
and  bloodshed,  approaching  to  civil  war  in  the  Territories, 
and  attempted  servile  insurrection  in  the  States.  The 
great  religious  and  philanthropic  associations  of  the  coun- 
try are  sundered,  and  the  kindly  social  relations  of  North 
and  South  seriously  impaired.  The  national  House  of 
Representatives,  hovering  on  the  verge  of  anarchy,  re- 
quires weeks  to  effect  an  organization,  which  ought  to  be 
the  work  of  an  hour,  and  it  holds  its  sessions  (many  of  its 
members,  I  am  told,  armed  with  concealed  weapons),  on 
the  crust  of  a  volcano.  The  candidates  for  the  Presidency 
represeiiting  resjiectively  the  dominant  sectional  ideas, 
will,  at  the  ensuing  election,  in  all  probability,  be  suj>- 
ported  by  a  purely  geographical  vote.  In  other  words, 
wc  are  already  brought  to  a  pass,  at  which  North  and 
South  cannot  and  will  not  cooperate  in  the  periodicitl. 
reorganization  of  the  Government. 
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Can  such  a  state  of  things  long  continue,  cspcrially  I 
■vrtlli  the  ever-present  risk  of  new  cauaea  of  exasperuliun? 
I  own  it  seems  to  me  inipossible,  uule.-M  some  healini; 
counie  is  adopleil,  that  tlie  catastrophe,  which  the  mass  of  | 
gooJ  citiii'iis  iliprecate,  shoulil  be  much  longer  ilelayeil. 
A  spirit  of  palriotic  moderation  must  he  called  Into  action 
throughout  the  Union,  or  it  will  assuredly  be  broken  up. 
Inless  the  warfare  of  innammatory  speeches  and  incen- 
diary pulilications  Ls  abandoned,  and  good  citizens,  us  in 
I'Tt)  ami  17->7,  Nortli  and  S<mth,  will  agree  to  deal  with 
the  same  elem-Mits  of  diacord  (for  they  existed  then  ;is  now ), 
as  our  Fathers  d-iilt  with  them,  we  shall  but  for  a  very 
fi-w  years  longer  be  even  nominally  brethren  of  one  family. 
The  suggestion  tliat  the  Union  can  be  maintained  by  the 
numerical  [iredominance  and  military  prowess  of  one 
section,  exerted  to  coerce  the  other  into  submission,  is,  in 
my  judgment,  as  self-contradictory  as  it  is  dangerous.  It 
come«  loadeii  with  Uie  death  smell  from  fields  wet  with 
brolliers'  blood.  If  the  vital  principle  of  all  republican 
gorernraent  ■'  Li  the  consent  of  the  governed,"  much  more 
does  a  union  of  coequal  sovereign  States  require,  as  its 
ba.'ib,  the  harmony  of  Its  members  and  tlieir  voluntary 
ooOperation  in  its  orgauic  functions. 

Bvlieving,  for  these  reasons,  that  healing  counsels  must 
belisteneil  to,  if  we  are  much  longer  to  remain  one  people, 
I  regard  the  late  National  Union  Convention  as  a  move- 
ment in  the  right  direction.  I  could  wish  that  it  had  been 
cirlicr  a-i-iembled  ;  with  less  exclu-iive  reference  to  official 
nominations,  and  with  a  more  comprehensive  representa- 
tion, if  pos.sible,  of  the  conflicting  opinions  of  the  couniry. 
On  general  principles  and  in  ordinary  times,  I  admit  that 
third  parties  are  olijeclionuble,  but  in  the  existing  state 
of  affairs,  if  there  is  to  be  any  escape  from  the  present  ill- 
omened  conflict,  it  would  seem  that  a  commencement 
must  Iw  made  with  such  a  meeiing  as  that  ofthe  9th  and 
10th,  at  Haltimore.  It  was  a  fair  represent^ition  of  the 
conservative  opinion  of  the  country;  and  the  calmness, 
gravity  and  good  feeling  with  which  it.^  proceedings  were 
conducted,  cannot  be  too  highly  praised. 

In  adopting  as  its  platform  the  Constitution  without 
note  or  comment,  the  Convention,  as  it  seems  to  me,  pur- 
sued a  wise  and  patriotic  course.  No  other  course  was 
thought  of  in  the  earlier  days  of  the  Republic.  Elec- 
tioneering platforms  are  almost  wl'hout  exception  equivo- 
cal and  delusive.  It  is  objecte<l  that  men  diCf-r  as  to  the 
meaning  of  the  fundamental  law;  but  they  differ  not  less 
as  to  any  gloss  or  commentary.  The  Constitution,  in  its 
fair  and  natural  interpretation,  is  the  only  basis  on  which 
(food  cltii  ^ns  in  every  part  of  the  country  can  now  unite ; 
and  any  attempt  to  go  further  will  usually  have  no  other 
effect  than  to  c.iuse  those  who  agree  on  great  practical 
principles  to  differ  on  metaphysical  subtleties,  or  to  bring 
together,  by  artfully  constructed  phrases  and  fromsel&sii 
motives,  tlios.^  who  have  nothing  else  in  common. 

The  candidate  for  the  Presidency,  presented  by  the 
Union  Convention,  is  every  Wiiy  worthy  of  confidence  and 
support.  I  speak  from  personal  knowledge  and  long  asso- 
ciation with  him  in  the  public  service.  His  distinguished 
talent,  large  experience  in  public  affairs,  proved  integ- 
rity and  sterling  patriotism  furnish  the  amplest  pledge  for 
an  honest  and  efficient  administration  ofthe  government 
at  home  ami  abroad.  A  citizen  of  the  South,  and  loyal 
to  her  constitutional  right-i,  his  impartial  and  conciliatory 
course  as  a  public  man  affords  a  ground  on  which  he  can 
be  supported  in  either  section  of  the  country,  without 
dereliction  of  principle,  ami  by  men  of  all  parlies,  without 
a  painful  sacrifice  of  former  preferences. 

Deeply  regretting  that  the  Convention  has  not  put  It  in 
my  power  to  pay  an  equally  cordial  and  emphatic  tribute 
to  some  worthy  candidate  for  the  Vice-Pre-idency,  but 
feeling  it  a  duty  to  give  the  desired  proof  of  sympathy 
with  their  patriotic  efforts  to  restore  the  happy  days  of 
brotherly  concord  between  the  different  sections  of  our 
beloved  country. 

I  remain,  dear  dr,  sincerely  yours, 

EOWARO   KVHRKTT. 
MR.    F.VKRKTT    OS    StJJ.VER. 

Soon  after  the  brutal  a.ssault  on  Charles  Sum- 
ner, in  1851),  Mr.  Everett,  in  eotne  remark.^ 
delivered  at  T.iiinlon,  Mas.-;.,  referred  to  the 
subject  as  follows : 

The  civil  war,  with  Its  horrid  train  of  pillage,  fire,  and 
slaughter,  carried  on,  without  Uif  ulighti'tit  prnrocation, 
8gain.st  the  infant  settlemtnts  of  ourbr<-thren  nn  the  fron- 
tier of  the  Union;  the  worse  than  civil  war  which  has  for 
montiis  raged  unrebuked  at  the  Capital  of  the  Union,  and 
has  at  length,  by  an  act  of  lawless  violence,  of  which  I 
know  no  parallel  in  the  history  of  Con-stitutional  Govern- 
ment, stained  the  floor  of  the  Senate  chamber  with  the 


blood  of  an  unarmed,  defenceless  man,  and  ho  a  Senator 
of  Massachu.setts :  If  by  laying  ilown  my  life  this  hour,  I 
could  undo  what  has  been  done  the  last  twoyetrs  (begin- 
ning with  the  ilisastrous  repeal  of  the  Missouri  Compro- 
mise) tn  embitter  the  dilTcrent  parts  of  the  country  against 
each  other,  and  weaken  the  tics  whicli  unite  them,  I  would 
willingly,  cheerfully,  make  the  sacrifice. 

In  a  letter,  written  subsequently,  in  explana- 
tion of  these  remarks,  Mr.  Everett  said — 

I  liave  condemned  from  the  outset,  and  still  most 
decidedly  condemn  the  policy  of  the  late  .VdmiirLstratiiin 
towards  Kansas.  I  opposed  the  Kansas-Nebraska  bill  in 
the  Territorial  Committee,  of  which  1  was  a  member.  I 
voted  against  the  amendment  to  tlie  bill  by  which  the 
Missouri  CompromLse  was  repealed.  I  oppnsi-d  the  bill  to 
the  best  of  my  ability,  in  a  speech  delivered  in  the  Senate 
on  the  Sth  of  February,  ISM,  of  which  I  send  you  a  copy  ; 
and  I  should  have  vote<l  against  it  on  Its  passage  (as  I 
staled  in  my  place  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  Senate)  had 
not  severe  illness  compelled  me,  at  SJ  o'clock  in  the  morn- 
ing, to  leave  the  Senate  chamber  before  the  vote  was 
taken.  I  infonned  my  Southern  political  friemls,  when 
the  bill  was  brought  in,  that  It  ought  to  bo  entitled  a  bill 
to  "  annihilate  all  conservative  feeling  in  the  non-slave- 
holding  States."  With  these  views  of  the  subject,  though, 
as  I  trust,  for  reasons  higher  than  any  elfect  on  party 
politics,  J  fully  concurred  in  the  milin  line  of  argument 
in  ili:  Humner' H  uptefh.  Abstaining,  however,  habitu- 
ally myself  from  all  personalities  in  debate,  and  believing 
that  they  always  irritate  and  never  persuade  nor  convince 
I  could  not  of  course  bestow  my  "  unqualified  apjirobation" 
on  the  manner  In  wtiich  he  treated  the  subject. 

GEORGIA    ON    KVKRETT. 

On  the  accession  of  Gen.  IlarrLsoti  to  the 
Presidency,  in  1840,  he  nominated  the  Hon. 
Edward  Everett  as  minister  to  England,  and 
this  nomiiiatiou  was  resisted  with  great  perti- 
nacity by  the  entire  force  of  the  Democratic 
party  in  the  Senate,  on  the  ground  of  Mr. 
Everett's  Anti-Slavery  sentiments,  already  quo- 
ted. The  Whigs  having  a  majority  in  the 
Senate,  the  nomination,  after  a  severe  struggle, 
was  confirmed.  Among  those  voting  for  the 
Confirmation  was  the  Hon.  James  ilePhersoo 
Berrien,  of  Georgia  ;  hut  his  vote  on  this  occa- 
sion was  so  distasteful  to  the  people  of  Georgia 
that  the  legislature  of  that  State  adopted  the 
following  resolve  : 

Resolved,  That  the  opInlon.s  publicly  proclaimed  by 
Edward  Everett,  now  minister  to  England  of  the  power 
and  obligation  of  Congress  to  abolish  Slavery  In  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  to  interdict  the  slave-traile  between  the 
States,  and  to  refuse  the  admission  into  the  Union  of  any 
Territory  tolerating  Slavery,  are  uncoostitution.il  in  their 
character,  subversive  of  the  rights  of  the  South,  an<l  if 
carried  out,  will  destroy  this  Union  ;  and  that  the  Hon. 
John  McPherson  Berrien,  in  sustaining  for  an  Important 
appointment,  an  individual  holding  such  obnoxious  senti- 
ments, has  omitted  a  proper  occasion  to  give  an  efficient 
check  to  such  sentiments,  and  in  so  doiug  has  not  truly 
represented  the  opinions  or  wishes  of  the  people  of 
Oeorgla,  of  either  political  party. 

The  vote  of  the  legislature  on  the  adoption 
of  this  resolve  was :  In  the  Senate,  Ayes  40  ; 
Nays  0.     In  the  House,  Ayes  101  ;  Nays  40. 

JUDGE    DODGLAS    ON    THR    MISSOHRI     COMPROMISE. 

In  a  speech  delivered  at  SpringfiolJ,  III.,  in 
lS4fl,  Senator  Dougla.s,  in  speaking  of  the  Mis- 
souri Compromise,  said: 

It  has  received  the  sanction  of  all  parties  in  every  sec- 
tion of  the  Union.  It  had  its  origin  in  the  hearts  of  alt 
patriotic  men  who  desired  to  preserve  and  perpetuatA 
tlie  blessings  of  our  glorious  TTnion — an  origin  akin  to 
that  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  St>\tes,  conceiv*^ 
in  the  same  spirit  of  fraternal  affection,  and  calculated  tb 
remove  forever  the  only  danger  which  seemed  to  threa'en 
at  some  distant  day  to  sever  the  sacred  bond  of  Union. 
All  the  evidences  of  public  opinion  seem  to  Indicate  that 
this  Compromise  has  become  canonized  in  llie  hearts  of 
the  American  people  as  a  sacred  thing,  which  no  ruthleM 
hand  would  be  reckless  enough  to  disturb. 
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Androscoggin.. . 
Aroostook  . .   . . 
Cumberland  . . . 

Franklin 

Hancock 

Kennebec 

Lincoln 

O-xford 

Penobscot  

Piscataquis 

Sagadahoc 

Somerset 

Waldo 

Washington  . . . 
York 

8388 
837 
8211 
2529 
3667 
7820 
4935 
4364 
7861 
1734 
2956 
4283 
5159 
3299 
6636 

1699 
795 
5258 
1358 
2142 
2487 
3598 
8116 
3793 
915 
934 
1926 
8188 
2867 
5054 

186 

8 

605 

21 
161 
340 
892 

28 
341 

97 
897 
417; 
114, 

64 

154; 

Un 

724 

4471 

997 

1809 

4489 

5224 

1560 

3132 

698 

Un 

2394 

13T9 

2278 

3393 

organi 

787 
6504 
1310 
2619 
2703 
5168 
4049 
4513 
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organi 
2019 
8126 
2690 
5270 

zed. 

80 

1379 

596 

'  214 

954 

663 

697 

1015 

881 

zed. 

457 

757 

211 

726 

431 
4797 

886 
2075 
5056 
5316 
1531 
3916 

937 

2445 
1768 
2501 
8466 

868 
5989 
1431 
2318 
2634 
4670 
8601 
4591 
1163 

2085 
8382 
2446 
4697 

106 
1744 
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247 
1656 

967 
1201 
1528 

482 

1008 

1107 

449 

&41 

S98 
4493 
1182 
1849 
5893 
4566 
1S87 
3376 
1047 

2840 
1829 
2329 
8216 

907 
6367 
1609 
2608 
8585 
5354 
4395 
4898 
1136 

2580 
4661 
2605 
5117 

24 
695 

392 
105 
561 
461 
897 
695 
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77 
458 
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1848 
2484 
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4800 
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i 
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46201 

Fremont  over  Buchanan,  28,299 ;   Pierce  over  Scott,  9,066 ;  Cass  over  Taylor,  4,755 ;  Polk  over  Clay,  11,841 ; 
Harrison  over  Van  Buren,  411.     Mr.  James  Gr.  Birney  received  194  votes  in  this  State,  in  1840. 
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Pierce. 
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Cass. 

Free  D. 
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Carroll 

Cheshire 
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28 
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1316 

1837 
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4286 
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1001 

1071 
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610 
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1881 
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1927 
2799 
1245 
2710 
1664 
1176 

1769 
1885 
2076 
1282 
4060 
4773 
4218 
8972 
1912 
1866 

884 

625 

945 

219 

1104 

1257 

1076 

9821 

495 

628 
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2858 
848 
2566 
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1702 
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1701 
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830' 
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2302 
1341 
4978 
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6755 
2299 

Total 

38345 

82789 

422 

16147 

29997 

6695 

14781 

27763 

7560 

17866 

27160 

4161 

26163 

32761 

Fremont  over  Buchanan,  5,556 ;  Pierce  over  Scott,  13,850 ;  Cass  over  Taylor,  12,982 ;  Polk  over  Clay,  9,294 ; 
Van  Buren  over  Harrison,  6,598.     Mr.  Birney  received  126  votes  in  1840. 
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Washington  . . . 
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218| 
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1086 

2 

83 

48 

431; 

80, 

590 

600 

1207 

8542 

750 

131 
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476 
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11467 
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8735 
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6779 

3646 

730 

7822     4867 

lor 

5278 

8301 

Fremont  over  Buchanan,  4,787;  Pierce  over  Scott,  1,109  ;  Taylor  over  Cass,  3,133 ;  Clay  over  Polk,  2,455 ;  Harrison 
«ver  Van  Buren,  1,977.    Mr.  Birney  received  42  votes  In  1840. 
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10al90 

89240 

19626 

52683 

1 

44569 

28023 

1 

61070 

85281 

28058 

67418 

52S46 

:0&60!l  r2874 

1           ll 

,  51944 

1 

Fremont  over  Buchanan,  68,950 ;  Scott  over  Pierce,  8,114 ;  Taylor  over  Cass,  25,789  ;  Clny  over  Polk,  14,572  ; 
Hantaoo  over  Van  liuren,  20,930.     Mr.  llirney  received  1,021  votes  in  1840. 
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Fremont  over  Buchanan,  23.992 ;   Scott  over  Pierce,  9,129 ;  Taylor  over  Cass,  12,174 ;   Clay  over  Polk,  8,729 ; 
Harrison  over  Van  Buren,  14,422.     Mr.  Bimey  received  819  votes  in  1840. 
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360  40016  869011   819:1  88318,  87496;   181,1  88351!  81084 


II 


II 


Buchanan  over  Fremont,  18,605;  Pierce  over  Scott,  5,749 ;  Taylor  over  CasB,  8,114 ;  Clay  over  Polk,  828 ;  Harrison 
OTcr  Van  l!uren,  2,317.     Mr.  Birney  received  69  votes  in  1840. 
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1123 

537 

3738 

896 

Athens 

2299 

1350 

154 

1751 

1383 

3lH 

1846 

1509 

320 

2050 

1425 

220 

2094 

1322 

Auglaize 

912 

1604 

88 

588 

1480 

24 

Un 

jrgani 

zed. 

Belmont 

1S17 

2810 

1753 

2786 

2694 

454 

2723 

2892 

543 

3140 

2821 

184 

3166 

2602 

Brown 

17So 

2700 

428 

1702 

2460 

393 

1'.71 

2557 

403 

1798 

2342 

130 

1798 

1939 

Butler 

2801 
1750 

3509 
1255 

296 
87 

2210 
1543 

8579 
1355 

122 

242 

1959 

1453 

8536 
1395 

881 
345 

2158 
1701 

8546 

1584 

61 
140 

2101 
1677 

8192 

Carroll 

1545 

Champaign 

1995 

1711 

320 

1994 

1687 

206 

1878 

1508 

330 

2069 

1409 

82 

2062 

1207 

Clark 

2641 

2188 

1539 
2741 

168 
781 

2662 
2213 

1374 
2765 

183 

409 

2606 
2204 

1375 

2833 

208 
404 

2477 
2189 

1155 
2627 

4S 
105 

2381 
2044 

895 

Clermont 

2315 

Clinton 

2117 

1170 

240 

1424 

1063 

702 

1283 

1122 

735 

1736 

1187 

172 

1847 

1006 

Columbiana  . . . 

3516 

2497 

96 

2237 

2911 

993 

1850 

2732 

865 

8416 

3743 

217 

8600 

8650 

Coshocton 

2162 

22sl 

56 

1798 

2618 

73 

1814 

2422 

137 

1885 

2281 

60 

1830 

2009 

Crawford 

1685 

2154 

82 

1074 

2106 

58 

952 

1678 

90 

1197 

1734 

8 

1009 

1206 

Cuyahoga  

6360 

4446 

296 

2944 

3571 

2107 

1776 

2368 

2594 

3381 

2388 

812 

3102 

1814 

Darke 

2086 

1988 

209 

1719 

1797 

92 

1508 

1554 

81 

1408 

1409 

25 

1303 

1071 

Defiance 

821 

895 

38 

554 

896 

43 

Un 

organi 

zed. 

Delaware 

2367 

1649 

230 

2088 

1591 

391 

1866 

1574 

268 

2548 

2017 

118 

2360 

1644 

Erie 

2258 

1377 

75 

1589 

1404 

275; 

1409 

999 

681 

1458 

1261 

65 

1824 

1042 

Fairfield 

1700 

8233 

711 

2117 

3311 

10 

2438 

8515 

42 

2542 

3687 

15 

2463 

8318 

Fayette 

1209 

880 

373 

1221 

893 

166 

1157 

946 

128 

1229 

878 

67 

1182 

771 

Franklin 

3488 

8791 

574 

3498 

8052 

242, 

8199 

3029 

284 

2965 

2498 

72 

2886 

1774 

Fulton 

1098 

772 

64 

587 

727 

71' 

Un 

organi 

zed. 

Gallia 

610 

1341 

1206 

1567 

1103 

135| 

1630 

1081 

95 

1484 

957 

31 

1479 

725 

Geauga 

2694 

575 

58 

1147 

664 

1489, 

872 

922 

1373 

2274 

1101 

283 

2310 

921 

Greene 

3032 

1465 

214 

2430 

1490 

500' 

2035 

1256 

644 

2422 

1380 

126 

2321 

1173 

Guernsey 

2392 

1932 

210 

1941 

1809 

504' 

2375 

2504 

489 

2746 

2628 

218 

2606 

2180 

Hamilton 

9345 

18051 

5680 

9252 

13435 

684; 

9018 

10884 

19b6 

7201 

8983 

298 

5873 

5836 

Hancock 

1773 

1944 

37 

1076 

1617 

85; 

1016 

1501 

22 

907 

1247 

2 

693 

1063 

Hardin 

1091 

882 

82 

882 

847 

74, 

596 

605 

51 

510 

495 

6 

431 

376 

Harrison 

2060 

1473 

110 

1723 

1462 

422 

1564 

1658 

513 

2039 

1750 

195 

2008 

1789 

Henry 

587 

655 

22 

325 

586 

14 

217 

297 

17 

229 

245 

— 

191 

181 

Highland 

1810 

2140 

894 

1982 

2290 

281 

2114 

2224 

842 

2148 

2164 

114 

2145 

1899 

Hocking 

1092 

1454 

115 

865 

1552 

21 

856 

1319 

23 

719 

1289 

2 

649 

903 

Holmes 

1285 

2103 

5 

1066 

2100 

42 

1118 

2224 

45 

1142 

2317 

6 

1109 

190G 

Huron 

3468 

1709 

54 

2242 

1819 

893 

1950 

1769 

876 

2564 

2136 

188 

2291 

1581 

Jackson 

938 

1383 

416 

1069 

1098 

19 

987 

1108 

50 

908 

1046 

13 

794 

785 

Jefferson 

2424 

1991 

259 

1995 

2169 

348 

2147 

2231 

455 

2385 

2354 

95 

2300 

2218 

Knox    

2785 

2437 

124 

1874 

2692 

626 

1910 

2890 

539 

2746 

3324 

134 

2441 

2789 

Lake 

2371 

023 

89 

1046 

670 

nil 

777 

716 

904 

1818 

901 

109 

1887 

653 

LaVrence  . .   . . 

743 

1150 

902 

1299 

981 

15 

1161 

745 

53 

1140 

658 

3 

1118 

453 

Licking 

8027 

3371 

417 

2779 

8569 

582 

8030 

8468 

561 

3500 

8^0 

238 

3357 

8516 

Logan  ...     ... 

2093 

1328 

267 

2118 

1361 

191 

1652 

1147 

276 

1625 

1015 

93 

1574 

845 

Lorain 

3604 

1420 

54 

1832 

1554 

1777 

647 

1473 

1616 

1956 

1793 

473 

1868 

1318 

Lucas 

1639 

1866 

486 

1238 

1271 

129 

1298 

1197 

827 

1167 

881 

12 

931 

526 

Madison 

997 

656 

475 

1400 

655 

61 

1329 

712 

80 

1269 

643 

8 

1201 

671 

Mahoning 

2323 

1937 

29 

955 

1873 

1033 

Un 

organi 

zed. 

Marion 

1367 

1275 

4 

914 

1270 

79 

1001 

1193 

55 

1425 

1480 

88 

1858 

1123 

Medina 

2635 

1572 

28 

1579 

1754 

1008 

1440 

1836 

1098 

2045 

1920 

220 

1793 

1486 

Meigs ... 

1998 

1603 

844 

1573 

1399 

297 

1327 

1014 

8(15 

1341 

880 

41 

1284 

649 

Mercer 

629 

1159 

114 

500 

831 

11 

360 

641 

10 

423 

812 

4 

551 

1848 

Miami 

3171 

1988 

159 

2754 

2004 

2.35 

2542 

1822 

272 

2572 

1657 

118 

2!69 

1839 

Monroe 

1016 

2S12 

413 

997 

2422 

180 

999 

2574 

830 

1210 

2548 

114 

i    1(168 

2075 

Montgomery . . . 

4088 

4285 

891 

8886 

8744 

177 

3561 

3330 

804 

33S!, 

3101 

S3 

8427 

2951 

Morgan 

2125 

1669 

201 

2084 

1708 

220 

2320 

2448 

314 

2051 

2077 

64 

1851 

1910 

Morrow 

2031 

1667 

101 

1030 

1710 

748 

Un 

organi 

zed. 

Muskingum 

3172 

8891 

1092 

4228 

8500 

214 

4427 

3380 

228 

4489 

8196 

86 

4367 

2773 

Noble 

1603 

1837 

154 

885 

1487 

435 

Un 

organi 

zed. 

Ottawa 

454 

47T 

1 

274 

400 

2 

190 

231 

45 

241 

283 

9 

232 

163 

Paulding 

497 

170 

5 

121 

342 

5 

70 

198 

— 

63 

192 

— 

65 

155 

I'orry 

1385 

1847 

492 

1417 

2246 

17 

1488 

2192 

19 

1527 

2273 

8 

1471 

2097 

Pickaway  .... 

1724 

2066 

882 

2175 

2041 

85 

2115 

I960 

24 

2219 

2012 

10 

2201 

1187 

Pike 

52o 
29S3 

1175 
2072 

375 
6 

927 
1351 

1029 
2007 

16 
1296 

843 
1270 

509 
2149 

83 
1127 

800 
2510 

836 
2247 

16 

244 

650 
2524 

647 

Portage 

1968 

Preble 

2249 

1561 

273 

2253 

1638 

197 

,   2106 

1519 

814 

2262 

1526 

70 

2299 

lasi 

Putnam 

79( 

1116 

4 

461 

890 

61 

402 

634 

3 

451 

697 

2 

401 

582 

Richmond 

272(1 

2909 

53 

2133 

8234 

209 

2087 

8177 

188 

3448 

6574 

111 

3331 

4639 

Uoss 

243t 

2681 

589 

3091 

2465 

179 

8394 

2306 

174 

3321 

2330 

90 

8091 

2071 

Sandusky   

154e 

1599 

45 

1064 

1619 

88 

928 

1148 

124 

997 

1214 

12 

919 

917 

Scioto 

54t 

63^ 

1321 

ISO-l 

1424 

29 

1838 

126S 

13 

1519 

1095 

— 

1472 

749 

Seneca 

256J 
185f 

>     260e 
)     144f. 

103 
127 

197li 
1147 

2809 
1309 

118 
54 

1536 
1021 

2826 
1129 

483 
49 

1727 
1026 

2316 
1014 

41 
26 

14831    1616 

Shelby 

955 

1027 

Starke 

377( 

)     363£ 

29 

274C 

3634 

856 

2382 

349E 

570 

2952 

8575 

76 

2701 

8106 

Summit 

31  s; 

)     174f 

74 

2336 

196f 

660 

1892 

1815 

1058 

2841 

2056 

184 

2562 

1646 

Trumbull 

401! 

t     192( 

)         18 

19fe 

203S 

1789 

13W 

1951 

2075 

8837 

3544 

738 

4101 

8825 

Tuscarawas 

800' 

r     265f 

.         IS 

2661 

268c 

112 

2665 

2553 

164 

2696 

2358 

85 

2338 

1787 

T'nion 

143 

75 

106f 

5       781 

)       263 
)         82 

124£ 

425 

94.« 
i       73? 

255 
6 

108f 
22S: 

797 
(       881 

173 

1009 
159 

710 
270 

82 

946 

1  Unorg 

57T 

V:in  Wert 

anized 

Vinton 

93 

.'     117^ 

t         51 

77' 

1       915 

95 

Ur 

organi  zed. 

Warren 

268 

i     177( 

J       844 

I      2S2J 

i    im 

>       223 

252t 

)     186J 

1      402 

2822 

179E 

85 

2818 

1504 
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OUIO—(Continutd). 


COUNTIES. 

1856 

• 

1852 

• 

1848 

■ 

1844. 

1840. 

AV;i    '  Pnn. 
Klt'lu'l  lllK-'nlt 

Am. 

.•M-OII. 

liftn 

FirriK 
Vhii  li 

Whin 
Clay. 

Pmi. 
I'olk. 

AIn. 
Hiriipy 

117,.//. 

D-m. 
Vhi.  11. 

Wuslilnjfton  ... 

Wayne 

AVUIIams 

WooA 

Viaiidotte  . . . 

27S3     22S1 
2904     2918 
1827     1022 
1819      y;» 
1247      127S 

2S1 

47 

49 

143 

108 

2473 

22s«« 

540 

S81 

990 

2189 

8148 

S52 

960 

1290 

888 

149 

160 

20 

0 

2079 

2JM 

828 

i       (U7 

1       951 

I'JHO 

8*>0 

MO 

686 

1059 

462 

1901 

154i 

29, 

46 

2194 

2759 

6b8 

576 

Lu 

1086 

8766 

678 

570 

orguni 

151 
75 

1 

zed. 

2109 

2798 

896 

518 

14M 

8321 

4(t7 

618 

ToUl 

1*7497 170S74 

2S126  .152520  109220 

81CS2 

1868C0  154775 

85354 

155057 

1491171    6050  14S157il24762 

Fremont  over  Biiclianan,  16,628;   Pierce  over  Scott,  16,094;   Cass  over  Taylor,  16,416;   Clay  over  Polk,  6,940- 
UarrUou  over  Van  Uurvu,  28,875.    In  1840,  Mr.  Birney  received  908  votes. 


3sr  E  "W7"  -  ~;^  o  n  ic. 


OODNTIES. 


llrfK. 

KiiOi'i 


Dem.      Am. 

I'.iic'aii  Kill'ic 


Albany 

.Alleirany 

Uroniiie 

Cattiiruugiis  . 

Cayu!;a 

Ctiaiiliiuqua  . 
Clienuiuir . . . . 
Clienanpo  . . . 
Ooliiniliia. . . . 

Cortland 

Clinton 

Delaware 

Dutchess 

Krie 

Knex 

l^Yiinklin  . . . . 

Fulton    

<i  em-see 

Greene 

lUniilton.  . . . 
Herkimer  . . . 
Jefferson 

Kin;;s 

I.iewU 

IJvin):ston. . . 
Montgomery. 

MadUon 

Monroe 

New  Vork  . . . 

Niapira 

Onondaga  .. 
Ontario  . . 

(Jnmne 

Oneida 

OswcKO 

Orleans 

OtseKO 

Putnam 

tjueens 

ll'-nsselaer. . . 
l:icliiiion<l  . . . 
IlorkUnd. 
.^t.  Lawrence. 
.'^;ir:i(i>);a  . . . 
.-rli.  iicclady . 

.-■■imUer 

^^uff(lik 

."■f  neca 

Solioliarie  . . . 

Sullivan 

.^leuhon 

Tiofra    

Tompkins  . .  . 

lister 

Wasliington  . 

Warrou 

Vayn*- 

Wyoininp 

Westchester  . 
Yates 

Total 


6010 
6M5 
4297 
6166 
7l\35 
7037 
2iit>l 
54581 
3^1S! 
8596 
2059 
4367 
5512 
6901 
2904 
1469 
2«»8i 
8620 
21641 
149| 
6<t74i 
f.249 
7.s46i 
8124; 
8.'>97i 
8t)76i 
68121 
75^ 

17771' 
8906 

U071 
4551 
4274 

111721 
8246 
80SS 
6878 
968 
13S« 
6153 
736 
668; 
9698 
4524 
1714J 
2542, 
28981 
216SI 
2370. 
1690 
727tti 
.S.S31 
4019 
2y82 
6174. 
2202 
6776 
4066 
4450 
2'.'94 


7751 
ItVlO 
2106 
1773 
ISls 
1M7 
17>9 
2406 
8020 
ll^l 
2134 
2107 
40:59 1 
7.VS6I 
1173] 
1600 
1374 
l+Uj 
2:>46 
250, 
HiSol 
3496 1 

14174 
11141 
lt«2, 
14S5 
1-S61I 
46S3 

41913 
1-64 
4227 
1642 
89481 
6:iS6l 
86n8 
law 
8595 
1096 
2394; 
4115 
1550 
i:.26 
1950 
2446 
7s7 

95ll 

2«M6! 
1626' 
2>37i 
1588! 
3217 
21. •►I 

14;J0 
403O1 

16:J2 
IIH16 
199<.» 
1911 
4rrf(0 
915 


Whig. 

S<-oii. 


Drtn. 
I'ieice. 


MOl 
850 
791 

9781 
l'.i28l 
2itI7i 

766 
1070 
1981 

62S 
1311; 
2009, 
20131 
M20 

956 
1146 
10.S4 

11  IN  I 
V>S!i 

117| 
1230 

loss 

8647 

41S 
1979 
1713 

865 
8070 
19922 
1985 
1724 
21S9 
2172 
1001 
1175 
1412 
1229 

479 
2.'.21 
4.M^S 

946 

987 
13:32 
2-.S1 
1218 

461 
19S0 
1265 
1680 
203T 
2084 

485 
1470  1 
4708 
1*48  1 

785  1 
14481 

571  i 
8641  I 

851  I 


7246 
8670 
2674 
86S)7 
4,^38 
f.«)12 
2:}26 
8S>0 
4142 
2328 
2286 
S2S9 
5495 
8028 
2756 
1747 
2171 

2808 
126 
2079 
5656 
84s7| 
1727i 
40961 
2995 
3:379 
7467 

23115 
8413 
6097 
4402 
4221 
7831 
4:375 
2586 
44541 
826 
2208 
6185 
1147 
7.S8 
4570 
449s 
1654 

From 
1917 
2218 
2958, 
20M 
52.S6 
2234 
3410 
5l:« 
4280 
1174 
4083 
3006 

1974 


8:368 
4009 
80l>4 
3498 
4550 
%708 
8189 
4481 
4455 
2064 
2-<12 
40.')2 
5000 
7033 
1973 
2074 
2070 
2166 
8242 
342 
4220 
6279 

10621 
2.')35 
30.55 
8:J73 
8435 
6:n4 

34226 
2862 
6416 

.'m7 

5171 

8636 

4973 

2267 

5-186' 

1.V21 

2H99 

6563 

1;324 

1785 

.V>83 

4 -.'91 

1900 

■ti-ub 
S:<06 
2.111 
:;S46 
2iM 

2s  15 
3472 
5916 
8174 
1718 
4o.'>0 
2471 
.'.279 
2158 


F.SnilJ 

lliile.  I 


Whiij 

Tailor. 


r>rm. 
Cass, 


FrffD. 
\  nil  li. 


188 
678 
847, 
661! 
916' 
11461 
889 
303 

655 
245; 
839, 
33; 
510' 
174. 
180 
II.5I 
8131 

"1 

655 

7571 

66 

803 

808; 

40 

1584i 

775 

206 

1056| 

1701 

5471 

161 

1088 

2143! 

605 

648 


1.V21 

- 

2H99 

12' 

6563 

218 

i;324 

80 

1785 

— 

.V>83 

1886 

4 -.'91 

71 

1900 



?t.-ub 

et,  Ch 

200I 

18 

44 

845 

197 
662 

26 
451 
119 
941 
727 

65 
824 


70681 
2789 
2490' 
26041 
4;31S| 
4207; 
194:3! 
S,->S7i 
394:3 
1S79 
1941 
2S:32 
5:376 
7t>»7 
2629 
1358 
1976 
2S90 
27071 

2430 
4.'v41 
7511 
1228 
8780 
2924 
2s98' 
65=39' 
290571 
282S' 
6442 
8848, 
41721 
60:32' 
8655 
2402 
8929 

816 
2444; 
6241 
1099 

9181 
8667 1 
4438. 
1716 
emun)( 
2180. 
1767i 
2724 
l<i72' 
4:1.57. 
1732 
8008 
4im9 
44 ''6 
1270 
8.')67 
2:N1 
4112 
1651 


4002 
12s3 
19.59 
1677 
1084 
1911 

728 
26161 
2121 

946! 
1472, 

790 
3227 
8300 
1002 

974 

380 

11  sol 

1N51! 

Wiihl 

6991 

24451 

4882 
789 
639 

1285 

i.ies 

1448 
18^584 
1318 
2229 
12721 
8170i 
3585! 
1134 

9181 
8674 

996 
1810 
26S6 

860 
1064! 

613 
2515 
1069 


Wliig 
l'lii>. 


2407 
2040 

777| 
1236' 
8979 
1028 
2166 
14811 
2100! 
18031 
1221' 
2908 
1295' 
2:357 
11191 

911' 
1602' 

1111: 

1425' 

Fui 

8s98 

4342 

817. 

1258 

2100 

1602 

2789' 

4071! 

5106 

20S0! 

4942 

2627, 

14:34 

4M6 

4254 

1772 

1941 

415 

64)0 

2;'30 

123 

2.V. 

61  rj:? 

1405 

444 


and  T  om|kki 
1051      1400 


l-SfiO 
2671 : 
1:t63 
1975 
1688 
1270 
1970 
1225 
1019 

7971 
13371 
2146 

862' 


1528 
0.'4 
.'At 

8623 

'ii'A> 
2-.'77 
2024 
618 
8690' 
1680 
1812 
1488 


7109 

8918 

2681 

2743 

4908 

5612 

1791 

4215 

4322 

2378 

1919 

8071 

6767 

6905 

2612 

1524 

210 

3604 

2908 

ton. 
2868 
5576 
5107 
1640 
8773 
2849 
3688 
6878 
26.'386 
3100 
6495 
4568 
4626 
6988 
8771 
26«iO 
4748! 
979 
2.5471 
tvitUt 
1049; 
7941 
4672' 
4.5501 
1M4< 

ns.  I 
2487 
232T 
20s6l 
17:59 
4:;vV 

i;>;»9 

3>-15 
4>504 
5024 
1830' 
89.')3' 
27.54! 
42.58; 
2056 


Drm. 
I'olk. 


Hirnev 


Wliig]  Dem. 
ilH*^u[l U'nii  It. 


6916 
8640 
2508 
2634 
6202 
3407 
2592 
4495 
4691 
2,858 
2218 
4280 
6627 
6050 
1998 
1501 
2192 
2105 
8468 

4346 
6291 
4648 
2078 
2709 
8278 
884S 
.5611 
2s296 
2.589 
6878 
8669 
NS08 
7717 
4382 
2811 
6050 
1781 
2751 
6618 
1063 
1679 
6008 
4200 
1679 

8876 
2.569 
8.528 
1964 
.5512 
2545 
40181 
478.-3; 
82701 
1791 
4046 
2102 
4412 
2110 


1276007195878124604  23-i882  262U>3  25i329  218608  114318120510  232482  237-538  15812  225sl7  21252T 

I      I      I      .1      I      I      ll      I      I      I,      1  !|      I 


124; 

4i35 

106' 

A,S~\ 

876 

314 

106 

243 

11 
W3 
410 
205 

87 
415 
1*5 

93 
100 
298 

80 

608 
712 

77 
154 
210 

S5 
1311 
4:tO 
117 
810 
732 
435 

37 
1144 

aM 

276 
418 


181 

1 

1 

468 

119 

81 

14 
124 

111 

80 

243 

90 

'12 

s:w; 

1181 
66:! 

442 

19 

207 


0371 

6944 

4132 

8882 

2:595 

2131 

2900 

2485 

.5164 

4664 

59,85 

8845 

1698 

2298 

4386 

8995 

4287 

4478 

2664 

2229 

2023 

1828 

29.-8 

8847 

f;3.55 

6862 

6784 

8691 

2017 

1789 

1440 

1110 

1964 

1645 

70.57 

8809 

2991 

8258 

128 

222 

8118 

4850 

6257 

6680 

8298 

8157 

1718 

1755 

8916 

2631 

2-28 

8293 

4266 

4114 

6468 

4834 

209.58 

21935 

2964 

2219 

6.V>7 

6663 

4828 

8461 

4:571 

4845 

7156 

7763 

4192 

8907 

2606 

2027 

4)-5« 

6681 

920 

1683 

2522 

25.50 

6762 

6424 

908 

651 

637 

16.57 

4808 

4751 

4416 

8878 

1752 

1577 

2415 
2466 

2895 
1475 
4081 
1925 
i;ii(;9 
4491 
.1071 
1306 
4309 
\v  ,|.  1; 
4083 
2072 


8483 
2472 
8846 
1679 
4820 
2IM) 
8.553 
4280 
8024 
1411 
8997 

-n  '•** 

4854 
2087 


Fremont  over  Buchanan.  80.129;  Pierce  over  Scott,  27,201;  Taylor  over  Cas,o,  104,2=^5;  Polk  over  Clay,  5,106 ; 
Harrison  over  Van  Buren,  18.290.  Mr.  Itimey  received  2,808  votes  In  1840  •  and  Uerrit  6mltb,  Lajul  lleform  and 
AbolilionUl  received  2,545  votes  in  1848. 
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A  POLITICAL   TEXT-BOOK   FOR   1860. 


I  Ij  L  I  isro  IS. 


COUNTIES. 


185G. 


Hep. 

Freiu'i 


Adams  ...... 

Alexander 

Bond 

Boone 

Brown 

Bureau 

Calhoun  

Carroll 

Cass 

Champaign... . 

Christian 

Clark 

Clay 

Clinton 

Coles 

Cook 

Crawford 

Cumberland  . . 

De  Kalb 

De  Witt 

Du  Page 

Edgar 

Edwards 

Effingham 

Fayette 

Franklin 

Fulton 

Gallatin 

Greene 

Grundy  

Hamilton 

Hancock 

Hardin 

Henderson  . . . 

Henry 

Iroriuois 

Jackson 

Jasper    

Jefferson 

Jersey  

Jo  Daviess  . . . 

Johnson 

Kane    

Kankakee 

Kendall 

Knox 

Lake 

La  Salle 

Lawrence 

Lee 

I-ivingston . . . . 

Logan 

Macon 

Wacoiifiin  . . . . 

JladLson 

Marion 

Marshall 

Mason 

Massac 

M'Donougli. . . 

M'Henry 

M'Lean 

Menard 

Mercer 

Monroe 

Montgomery. 

Morgan 

Moultrie 

Ogle 

Peoria 

Perry 

Piatt 

Pike 

Pope 

Pulaski 

Putnam 

Randolph 

Richland 

Rock  Island  . . 

Saline 

Sangamon. . . . 

Schuyler 

Scott 


2226 

15 

153 

1748 

Ui9 

2603 

70 

1161 

303 

732 

239 

709 

29 

161 

783 

9020 

47T 

246 

22.54 

623 

1387 

952 

176 

90 

68 

5 

2021 

24 

245 

923 

9 

1120 

4 

757 

1924 

750 

14 

823 

60 

387 

2110 

2 

8570 

1386 

1622 

2S51 

2347 

3721 

tK9 

1804 

585 

655 

5(10 

823 

nil 

1.50 

1008 

267 

5 

590 

2869 

1937 

109 

1141 

346 

162 

963 

1.54 

2409 

2082 

200 

85 

1053 

11 

21 

532 

709 

39 

14S9 

4 

1174 

888 

183 


Dem. 
Biie'ttb 


Ant. 
Fill'i-e. 


8311 

401 
607 
243 
903 

12S4 
391 
237 
914 
550 
884 

1318 
731 
840 

1178 

5680 
961 
641 
381 
679 
542 

1842 
2,83 
784 
947 

1051 

2724 
764 

1565 
618 

1135 

2011 
332 
610 
876 
460 

1056 
679 

1278 
702 

1509 

1144 
912 
258 
834 

1490 
558 

2G65 
729 
601 
480 
823 
821 

1778 

1451 

11.50 
834 
737 
630 

1370 
945 

1517 
8.54 
769 
900 
992 

1656 
4:V2 
734 

21.59 
671 
310 

2163 
8.55 
473 
307 

1222 
786 

1114 

1004 

2475 

1369 
843 


662 
230 
659 

27 
433 

48' 
163' 
153| 
438 
236' 
299 1 
830 
540! 
362, 
796 
3421 
244 
235: 

75| 
87S! 

2i 
308 
SlOj 

Its' 

799: 
251, 
898j 
423l 
719, 

8, 

162' 

999' 

2291 

158 

47j 

108: 

822 1 

158 

426! 

530 ! 

44' 

74; 

29 1 

60l 

13 

277, 

lo: 

12l| 
533: 
82 
72 
4S4l 
893  j 

lOlOl 

1658 
413; 
115 
558; 
251 1 
8641 
43! 
560 
668 
140 
518 
686 
885 
3051 
289! 
891 
4;?3: 
850 

1010 
214, 
166, 
115, 
546i 
440, 
276, 
2291 

1612 
570 
536 


1852 

1848 

1844 

1 

n'hig. 

Dem. 

F.  Soil. 

m,ig. 

Dem. 

FreeD. 

Wliig. 

Dem. 

Alo. 

Scoit. 

Pierce. 

Hale. 

Taylur. 

Cass. 

VanU. 

Clay. 

I'olk. 

Biruey 

2236 

2635 

107 

1992 

2205 

251 

1280 

1495 

149 

105 

296 

— 

101 

212 

2 

81 

138 

24 

494 

485 

37 

891 

871 

48 

564 

622 

27 

551 

525 

888 

414 

895 

415 

875 

898 

58 

445 

661 

— 

408 

666 

20 

829 

551 



712 

670 

430 

876 

806 

566 

862 

878 

160 

211 

835 

— 

215 

257 

3 

247 

268 



499 

851 

72 

426 

222 

116 

221 

178 

10 

784 

830 

— 

761 

724 

11 

176 

92 



847 

259 

— 

218 

187 

— 

178 

191 



356 

426 

2 

183 

254 

— 

182 

216 

— 

842 

966 

6 

743 

759 

27 

625 

756 

6 

284 

580 

— 

207 

405 

— 

186 

448 

— 

875 

670 

— 

851 

431 

8 

884 

827 

7 

997 

733 

2 

877 

683 

6 

776 

582 



2089 

3767 

793 

1708 

1622 

2120 

1117 

2027 

317 

571 

827 

11 

493 

507 

— 

425 

496 

— 

293 

444 

— 

J  08 

102 



191 

189 



456 

583 

855 

223 

874 

427 

142 

242 

131 

516 

540 

20 

373 

363 

20 

817 

361 

3| 

381 

586 

886 

813 

623 

528 

372 

551 

178 

892 

924 

88 

829 

'  816 

42 

701 

884 

24 

291 

162 

— 

288 

113 

19 

885 

185 

49 

175 

527 



90 

830 

. 

82 

364 



437 

678 

— 

407 

452 



414 

653 



196 

709 

— 

139 

459 

— 

102 

634 

— 

184;3 

2192 

298 

1635 

1684 

871 

1484 

1587 

8 

824 

592 

. — 

235 

537 

6 

406 

1115 

— 

864 

1297 

12 

853 

1128 

86 

800 

1246 

— 

249 

388 

64 

128 

207 

63 

49 

91 

7 

228 

754 

— 

125 

478 

— 

125 

673 

— 

1286 

1466 

84 

1087 

1074 

67 

747 

1399 

1 

244 

212 

— 

234 

287 

— 

136 

165 

— 

547 

414 

84 

408 

291 

65 

438 

294 



857 

475 

91 

138 

80 

228 

147 

166 



378 

fe2 

22 

26S 

822 

28 

204 

281 



347 

581 



177 

243 

5 

182 

847 

— 

258 

461 

— 

154 

228 



148 

276 



395 

865 

— 

280 

605 

2 

227 

863 

1 

651 

564 

89 

530 

454 

93 

555 

458 

48 

1481 

1425 

122 

1772 

1392 

134 

1514 

1585 

14 

135 

751 

— 

67 

290 

— 

32 

882 

— 

1160 

1308 

642 

855 

783 

1220 

74S 

1046 

299 

Un 

organi 

zed. 

515 

582 

252 

392 

878 

547 

857 

479 

142 

1080 

1119 

891 

830 

727 

892 

746 

689 

162 

697 

812 

519 

821 

446 

1088 

886 

620 

181 

1204 

1894 

552 

862 

1288 

878 

427 

611 

126 

510 

589 



464 

532 

— 

427 

611 

— 

478 

573 

77 

800 

867 

135 

244 

815 

48 

164 

214 

12 

82 

130 

4 

66 

109 

— 

568 

489 



465 

369 

4 

810 

251 

— 

355 

486 

7 

253 

823 

5 

221 

828 

— 

841 

1196 

74 

710 

898 

96 

641 

974 

6 

1.548 

1715 

81 

1820 

1503 

162 

1667 

1496 

12 

286 

762 

28 

227 

689 

15 

182 

722 

6 

546 

679 

61 

804 

822 

41 

237 

263 

— 

561 

621 

6 

891 

403 

7 

255 

264 

— 

268 

449 

_ 

204 

808 

— 

165 

898 

— 

840 

838 

9 

439 

416 

25 

458 

493 

41 

5866 

1199 

645 

618 

528 

1016 

493 

668 

74 

256 

1058 

40 

758 

626 

94 

586 

477 

22 

644 

698 

1 

605 

488 

1 

397 

878 

— 

575 

498 

92 

436 

815 

90 

410 

321 

12 

294 

1125 



855 

546 

— 

804 

740 

— 

415 

655 

9 

382 

538 

13 

355 

661 

— 

1397 

1411 

153 

1372 

1809 

139 

1443 

1421 

89 

292 

263 

— 

248 

191 

— 

196 

204 

— 

899 

755 

294 

682 

480 

418 

505 

383 

95 

1556 

1805 

252! 

1237 

1161 

863 

846 

1169 

55 

277 

564 

59 

239 

844 

44 

219 

477 

22 

192 

161 



132 

138 

— 

81 

120 

— 

1745 

1762 

84 

1609 

1636 

159 

1411 

1456 

11 

320 

439 



224 

284 

— 

201 

848 

— 

112 

246 



84 

141 

— 

90 

208 

— 

800 

248 

230 

266 

185 

299 

237 

228 

140 

575 

814 

220 

580 

689 

800 

713 

771 

114 

174 

109 

321 

281 



289 

822 

— 

764 

686 

96 

583 

431 

96 

466 

397 

— 

209 

633 

122 

812 



Un 

organi 

zed. 

2125 

1606 

22 

1943 

1336 

47 

1837 

1371 

— 

844 

980 

16 

807 

804 

84 

610 

743 

— 

730 

708 

8 

798 

649 

15 

670 

610 

7 

1840. 


Ha'suu 


Dem. 
\'au  a. 


1617 

299 

613 

220 

801 

434 

213 

244 

897 

154 

89 

667 

218 

826 

1109 

1034 

421 

Unorg 

172 

293 

428 

783 

811 

52 

442 

71 

1258 

500 

870 

Unorg 

126 

1818 

154 

Unorg 

162 

161 

210 

7S 

210 

517 

1079 

109 

810 

Unorg 

740 

281 

1080 

676 

241 

85 

260 

250 

632 

1704 

174 

209 

Unorg 

Unorg 
472 
846 
6a3 
4*4 
815 
870 
811 
1533 

Unorg 
491 
744 
174 

Unorg 

1149 

891 

Unorg 
259 
715 

Unorg 
426 

2000 
732 
685 


1862 

424 

551 

223 

484 

279 

188 

69 

815 

141 

147 

611 

838 

417 

695 

1989 

393 

anized 

197 

816 

873 

720 

212 

207 

645 

542 

1847 

1286 

1175 

anhed 

657 

661 

182 

anized 

86 

175 

837 

178 

■     727 

360. 

680 

440 

774 

anized 

541 

267 

1638 

597 

280 

78 

167 

377 

812 

1186 

578 

183 

anized 

anized 
427 
271 
631 
874 
193 
663 
520 
1293 

anized 
266 
76T 
831 

anized 

1087 

26S 

anized 
151 
817 

anized 
224 

1249 
611 
575 


POPULAR    VOTE   FOR  PRESIDENT. 
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JLLIXOIS-{0<mHnued). 


COrXTIKS. 


1S56. 


Rrp.     Dfm, 
IKrcin't  Huc'ai 


Am. 

Fill're. 


1852. 


Wki.j 
Sroti. 

nem. 
Pierce. 

/■.  Soil 
Hale. 

Shelby 

Stark 

St  CUlr  . . . . 
Stephenson  . 
TaiewcU  . . . 

I'liiou 

VeruiUion ... 

Wabii.sh 

^Varren 

■Washington 

■VVavue 

While 

Wliiteside  . . 

■VViU 

^^■Uliamson  . 
Wmnebapo  . 
Woodfurd  . . 


ir.2 

718 
1996 
19«)T 
11I-2S 
46 
1506 

Vii\ 
13.-.-2 

•J44! 

129| 

27 

19031 

2;J98l 

lol 

86-S6 

696 


U14| 
.S.".3 
IT-.'-^' 
\M< 
IH'.hI 

iiiil 

4-<l 
1117 
1132 
1218 
1062 

618 
1575 
1419 

457; 

7471 


451 
152 
973 

50 
757 
^6 
194 
485 
807: 
2%8 
409 
S45 
210! 

10 

iHSi 

CI 
169: 


446 
836 
998 
976 

13691 
169J 
997 
469 
806 
251 
859 
749 
554 

1251 
344 

1028 
839 


958 
850 
2571 
1061 
H69 
830 
761 
855 
7t<l 
768 
767 
782 
618 
1450 
799 
820 
685 


1818. 


1811. 


Whifj.      J»em. 
|Tii}lui.    ('Han. 


82 

170 

80 

1 

86 

158 

J 

1511 
820 

725' 
49; 


887 
2U 

1109 
780 

1097 
108 
942 
456i 
6371 
204 
818 
674! 
8911 
718, 
211I 
866] 
186 


658 
174 
2028 
763 
698 
508 
758 
808 
529 
677 
479 
618 
286 
897 
675 
240 
809 


VmiU. 

1 

84 

C8 

111 

96 

6 

68 

14 

140 

27 

1 

18 

279 

640 

807 
62 


Total I  961S9  105343  87444il  649S4!  805971  9966,  68047  66800,  15774  1  45528 


jrAiV;. 
CUj. 


Prm. 
Polk. 


815 

187 

li»42l 

4s8 

loll 

94 
869 
479 
600 
254 
266 
786 
884 
609 
179 
646 
159 


083 
2UG 
1945 
465 
62S 
617 
768 
816 
608 
666 
687 
748 
2h9 
810 
766 
868 
822 


Abn. 
ISiniev 


1840. 


83 

7 

24 

83 

Is' 


47 

209 

179 

162 

8 


HA  1.7 
llitVo, 

4nh 
1S7 
989 
871 

Uhl 
7^ 

1044 
609 
711 
149 
205 
770 
875 
758 
103 
7b9 
I'norg 


Villi  It 


751 
154 
1788 
241 
661 
636 
687 
254 
624 
493 
600 
689 
286 
1867 
678 
821 
anized 


67920     8570  I  45587   47476 


Buchanan  ortr  Kremont,  9,159;   Pierce  over  Scott,  15,663;   Cass  over  Taylor,  8,253;   Polk  OYer  Clay,  12,392; 
Van  liurvn  over  liarrit-on,  1,989.     la  1840,  Mr.  Birney  received  149  votes. 


COUNTIKS. 


I   llcp.  I  Pern.  I    Am. 
,Frnii't  Hiic'iinlFlll're. 


Alle^n 

Uarr>" 

Herrien 

Branch 

Calhoun 

Case 

Cheboy^n 

Chippewa  .   ... 

Clinton 

Eaton 

Emmet 

Oenese*. 

Grand  Traverse 

(Jratiot 

llilNdMle..      .. 

Hou^'liton 

Huron 

Inf^ham 

louia.    

.larWson 

Kalamazoo  . . . . 

Kent 

I.apeT 

I.^'huwt'e 

l.ivinjr^f.oa   .... 

Mackinnc 

Maoointi     

Manistee 

Marquette 

M.ison 

Midland 

Monroe      .    ... 
Mnntcalm    . .    . 

Newa^ro 

Oakland 

Oceana  

Ontonagon 

Ottowa 

Saginaw 

Sanilac 

Schoolcraft 

Shiiwansee 

St.  Clair 

St.  Joseph 

Tuscola' 

Van  Buren 

Wa.'httnaw 

Wayne 

Total 


1526; 

1495, 

1926, 

26081 

8495! 

1708| 

No 

No' 

1858 

18881 

No' 

26«5i 

167 

888 

8446 

201 

No 

1849 

2003 

2996 

2808 

2981 

:579 

4499 

17tJ5 

No 

2210 

No 

79i 

82' 

169 

1777' 

414 

No 

4105 

83 

No 

i:»2 

li>42 

808 

No 

1804 

1807 

2324 

442 

1710 

&)70 

5250 


1027 
s72 

1540| 

1322 

2151! 

1165 
retur  n. 
retur  n. 

10841 

12281 
return. 

1588' 
2+S 
186 

14ti>* 
89S' 
retur  n. 

15841 

1154i 

2118, 

1620: 

25161 
995 

2779 

1711 
retur  n. 

l-vJS 
retur  n. 

12| 

48 

17118! 

265 

retur  n. 

3276 

211 

retur  n. 

99 -i 

]2-.'2' 

201 

retur  n. 

1105 

1521 

1475 

2421 

1081 

2^1 

5777 


29 

49 
182 

14 
122 

41 


14 
15 

110 
2 

87 
1 

25 
22 
46 
60 
98 
81 
167 
18 

80 


2 

U 

7 

71 


IT 
1 

8< 
21 
12 

4' 

84 

109 

206 


Whig. 
Scott. 


I  717C2   62186 

I  I  i 


54 

4T8 

1017 

1077 

1784 

987 

Un 

No 

470 

687 

Un 

1221 

Cn 


Dem. 
Ki-TCe 


F.SoiU  Whig. 
Hnie.  I  Tnvlur. 


Dr-.n. 


Frrr  D. 
\  Bn  B.  1 


zed. 


66j| 
IO7I1 

4111 
202 
440; 

9&,i 


682 
652 
1284 
18-?0 
1>24 
984 
organi 
returln. 
487       146 
7S6       225 
organi  zed. 

.1145!      801 
organi'zed 


Unlorpanl 


1417 
No 


1596 
retur 


zed. 


391 


n. 


I'n  organi  zed. 


786 

669 

1727 

1874 

1221 

618 

2419 

981 

88 

1051s 

Un 

No 


99 

864 
1840 
1257 
1619 

819 
2857 
1419 

292 
1634 
organi  zed 
retur  n 


128 
302 
484 
411 
166' 
142  > 
ft40 
133; 

609 


Un'organi  ted. 
l.'n  organi  zed. 
15V2I   169 


1112 

120 

40 

2876 


156 

104 
8178 
Un  organi  zed 
Un  organi  zed. 


6 
552 


868 

867 

106 

Un 

619 

862 

11»4 

80 

018 

2274 

8407 


.'66 

694 

262 

organi  zed. 


6'i4 

1110 

1269 

62 

771 
2604 
4<80 


62 

68 

252 

84; 

87; 
6O81 

M8I 


274  8<>t 

248  881 

9581  1147 

C65I  1084 


1254 
788 

61 
218 
856 

876 


1027 
Un 

478 
879 
969 

1010 
652 
869 

1S,S6 

764 

61 

865 


14^s7 
902 

48 

840 
646 

628 


174 
98 
108 
400 
746 
191 


181 
218 

816 


1290       482 
organi  zed. 


692 
608 

1547 
860 
768 
542 

2171 

1128 
127 

1840 


882 
477 
1072 
498 
887 
206 
795, 
280 

204 


Un  organi  zed. 


800  1165   893, 

Un  organi  zed.   | 

Un  organi  zed.   1 

1942  2781   698 


ir/117. 
CIb)'. 


Drm. 
Polk. 


142 
118 
Un 

281 
666 
968 


269 

188 

organi 

426 

818 

1011 


zed. 


68 
47 


I 

192 

82 

418' 


Un  organi  zed. 


853   509 


2029 
S644 


1660  83860;  41S13|  7287;  S8940 


2081 
8806 


80687 


117 
917, 
420 


828 
228 
718 
644 
1867 
760 

64 

256 
410 

788 


96S 


482 
418 

1302 
933 
476 
899 

21 

6>.7 

48 

968 


670 
2326 


42 
107 


800 
669 
985 

273 
2847 
2S46 


299 
249 

828 

888 

1528 

715 

40 
21^8 
876 

676 


10S4 


441 
898 

1889 
828 
6M 
502 

2272 

1030 
100 

1869 


1268 
2888 

104 


269 
617 
978 

860 
2.^49 
2787 


A>x>.    I    Whig. 
Iliriiey  i,  Mh'miii 


Dan. 
Vim  a. 


11 
16 
86 
89 
226 
59; 


19 
61, 

ISO 


212 


45 

59 

475 

276 

88 

88 

22s 

108 

140 


43   989  1038 


17 

96 

64 

46 
886 
192 


257 
128 
&t9 
648 
1143 
670 

22 
221 
837 

512 


843 


254 
266 

1504 
954 
819 
491 

2118 
700 

982 


2872 


81 
89 


288 
617 
600 


174 
105 
64S 
616 
1169 
627 

40 
144 
229 

880 


721 


261 
219 

1121 
744 
820 
418 

1805 
842 

1124 


2366 


68 
100 


151 
446 
761 


182  261 
2526  2057 
2246   2237 


103^9 >  24837 


27759     8632  1  22933:  21131 


Fremont  over  Buchanan,  19,626;  Pierce  over  Scott,  7,983 ;  Cass  over  Taylor,  6,747 ;  Polk  over  Clay,  3422 ;  Harrison 
(ver  Van  Buren,  1,802.    Mr.  Bimey  received  821  votes  in  1640. 


J22 


A   POLITICAL   TEXT-BOOK   FOR    1860. 
T  isr  x>  X  A.  :isr  A. . 


COUNTIES. 


idams 

Allen  

Bartholomew. , 

Benton 

Blackford 

Boone 

Brown  

Carroll 

Cass 

Clark 

Clay 

Clinton 

Crawford 

Daviess 

Dearborn 

Decatur 

De  Kalb 

Delaware 

Dubois 

Elkhart 

Fayette 

Floyd 

Fountain 

Franklin  

Fulton 

Gibson 

Grant  

Greene 

Hamilton 

Hancock 

Harrison 

Hendricks 

Henry 

Howard 

Huntington.. . . 

Jackson  

Jasper  

Jay 

Jeffenson 

Jennings 

Johnson  

Knox     

Kosciusko  . . . . 

La  Grange 

Lake 

Laporte 

Lawrence  . . .  . 

Madison 

Marion 

Marshall 

Martin 

Miami 

Monroe  

Montgomery  . . 

Morgan 

Koble 

Ohio 

Orange 

Owen 

Parke  

Perry 

Pike 

Porter 

Posey 

Pulaski 

Putnam  ...... 

Randolph  

Kipley 

Rush 

Scott 

Shelby 

Spencer  

Starke  

Steuben 

St.  Joseph 

Pullivan 

Switzerland. . 
Tippecanoe. . . 

Tipton  

Union 

Vanderbur'.,'h 

Vermillion 

Vigo 


1856. 

IS53. 

E.J, 

liein. 

Am. 

Whig. 

Dem. 

F.  Soil. 

r'ltiu'i 

I.uc'an 

p'lll'ie. 

Scou. 

Pierce. 

Hale. 

413 

847 

69 

362 

672 

14! 

itm 

3211 

145 

1225 

1964 

24 

1292 

1844 

142 

1245 

1512 

26 

815 

217 

8 

110 

138 

19 

288 

404 

47 

108 

263 

15 

lii99 

1493 

81 

936 

1161 

109 

148 

681 

90 

102 

532 

^ 

121)1 

1344 

22 

1075 

1256 

29 

1504 

1539 

40 

1176 

1191) 

50 

4U2 

1950 

1074 

1186 

1812 

24 

3Go 

1108 

296 

474 

743 

8 

12G1 

1364 

84 

929 

1250 

75 

24 

735 

509 

502 

499 

2e 

1115 

939 

,  726 

720 

6 

1573 

2619 

297 

1474 

2486 

89 

171S 

163i»- 

61 

1364 

1394 

138 

109T 

1247 

75 

391 

780 

1641 

lT3f) 

992 

32 

10S3 

937 

11 

21 

1191 

236 

229 

717 



19T1 

1651 

IS 

1068 

1343 

28 

1189 

1002 

40 

1019 

872 

80 

228 

1707 

1262 

1328 

1815 

1 

16U6 

1588 

86 

1023 

1496 

64 

14;B7 

2259 

41 

1473 

1956 

80 

822 

835 

9 

559 

581 

6| 

8t)5 

1286 

766 

942 

1127 

20! 

1895 

1935 

99 

699 

836 

845i 

879 

1129 

533 

884 

944 

4I 

1748 

1185 

88 

971 

901 

401 

962 

1348 

24 

823 

1002 

40 

878 

1631 

623 

1284 

1278 

. — 

KISO 

1378 

74 

1252 

980 

156 

2741 

1229 

49 

1559 

1226 

456 

1U57 

686 

83 

539 

526 

165 

1232 

1181 

58 

706 

888 

88 

299 

1700 

516 

614 

1188 

— 

633 

548 

68 

857 

847 

.83 

883 

880 

54 

875 

500 

185 

2314 

1986 

425 

2016 

2201 

286 

1293 

1159 

172 

998 

1104 

59 

109.-) 

1608 

153 

896 

i:383 

2U 

557 

1512 

585 

1167 

1003 

— 

1662 

1075 

13 

1045 

938 

26 

1406 

640 

6 

667 

677 

117 

923 

846 

8 

236 

334 

58 

2532 

2289 

45 

1357 

1468 

136| 

480 

1126 

660 

1054 

1113 

141 

1309 

1603 

54 

1004 

1282 

83' 

8690 

8738 

205 

2158 

2599 

110 

927 

1039 

. — 

843 

511 

56 

76 

769 

850 

877 

519 

5 

1390 

1513 

38 

994 

1196 

76 

498 

1191 

892 

622 

1085 

87 

1910 

2088 

142 

1559 

1852 

100 

]573 

1528 

68 

1109 

1181 

1:321 

1257 

1198 

48 

606 

807 

79i 

104 

505 

879 

432 

455 

2' 

49 

1207 

606 

747 

1022 

^i 

487 

1289 

686 

901 

1060 

20^ 

1494 

1283 

192 

1312 

1084 

105 

96 

1066 

632 

6S4 

659 

« 

80 

772 

674 

53? 

688 

1' 

847 

614 

10 

444 

627 

88; 

806 

1819 

625 

784 

1433 

26! 

341 

557 

27 

210 

333 

1! 

1345 

1882 

423 

1712 

1466 

22> 

2042 

1253 

69 

900 

993 

S30' 

1425 

1661 

184 

1119 

1386 

-.13 

1644 

1685 

8:3 

1507 

1480 

119 

278 

693 

264 

518 

559 

11; 

1510 

2075 

142 

1286 

1627 

27: 

285 

1260 

808 

685 

710 

11 

112 

155 

7 

66 

122 



1215 

55;? 

19 

487 

643 

90 

1812 

1509 

6 

998 

1052 

174' 

257 

1650 

897 

529 

1203 

— 

228 

1121 

1040 

11:34 

1147 

7 

2778 

2307 

45 

191S 

2446 

143 

M6 

788 

14 

340 

461 

7i 

763 

710 

19 

6S4 

626 

119. 

872 

1S80 

840 

945 

1817 

6- 

866 

824 

80 

852 

783 

41 

1165 

1808 

SS3i 

1G94 

1155 

8, 

1848. 


IVliig. 
I'ayloi 


261 
991 

1011 

60 

61 

773 

70 

822 

881 

1200 
500 
726 
520 
735 

1878 

1245 
347 
822 
258 
756 

1040 

1018 
900 

1411 
423 
860 
825 
918 
809 
665 

1277 

1158 

1215 
Un 
457 
632 
86 
276 

2075 
926 
676 

1044 
797 
629 
138 

1027 

1070 
824 

1877 
305 
342 
731 
780 

1501 
986 
497 
489 
760 
882 

1898 
599 
519 
34:3 
763 
135 

1647 
631 

1114 

1142 
488 

1121 
681 
Un 
815 
817 
465 

10;;8 

1269 
183 
526 
534 
830 

1585 


TJem. 

Cass. 


398 

1059 

1167 

78 

231 

916 

503 

1008 
829 

1510 
734 
9t>4 
897 
701 

1801 

1096 
577 
694 
579 

1050 
765 

1154 

1843 

1695 
404 
802 
623 
921 
805 
806 

1047 
775 

1005 

organi 

463 

1071 
190 
392 

1609 
784 

1114 
741 
676 
686 
208 
877 

1031 
993 

1789 
428 
497 
770 

1084 

1547 

1029 
613 
459 
961 
953 

1319 
836 
610 
401 

1226 
224 

1300 
787 
988 

1392 
447 

1414 

471 

organi 

852 

66 

1142 

1106 

1523 
235 
637 
667 
763 
852 


Free  D. 
Van  a. 


1 
13 

28 

8 

28 

66 

76 
55 

28 
29 

67 

2 

176 

143 

45 

58 

1 

142 

86 

17 

138 

51 

39 

15 

859 

6 

317 

40 

1 

173 

455 

zed. 

46 

7 

128 

142 

167 

96 

46 

8 

64 

114 

189 

226 

18 

66 

109 

91 

7 

70 

59 

109 

121 

53 

6 

6 

18 

9 

8 

1 

7 

19 

1 

10 

628 

173 

87 

16 

18 


1844. 


zed. 


Whig. 
Olay. 


194 

8:32 

5 

44 

405 

3 

208 

22 

"57 


198 

861 

1035 

40 

81 

816 

69 

712 

768 

1132 

429 

645 

462 

807 

1616 

1275 

269 

940 

229 

758 

1051 

950 

94' 

1335 

344 

796 

853 

762 

859 

719 

1252 

1262 

1458 

277 
662 
128 
831 

1835 
672 
659 

1079 
623 
690 
114 

1009 

1019 
813 

1715 

199 

76 

669 

721 

1450 

1023 
890 
193 
707 
754 

137 
664 
459 
811 
673 
128 

1540 
818 

1060 

1530 
481 

11C7 
586 

828 

868 
464 
961 

1550 
100 
682 
675 
767 

1515 


Dem. 
folk. 


296 
849 

1068 
69 
205 
871 
432 
965 
671 

1417 
662 
944 
397 
764 

1971 

1091 
827 
732 
601 
964 
908 
981 

1887 

1583 
308 
810 
423 
909 
766 
736 

1144 
844 

1005 

816 

1048 
175 
862 

1427 
669 

1150 
821 
653 
457 
206 
831 

1085 
8*t 

1634 
256 
616 
617 

1118 

1521 

1078 
488 
168 

1030 
888 

1329 
834 
491 
806 

1154 
124 

1367 
609 
90S 

1862 
441 

1842 
496 

803 

683 

1221 

1006 

1551 

119 

672 

666 

762 

866 


Ahn. 
Birney. 


18 

1 
8 
8 


18 


12 


50 

68 

6 

8 

1 
17 


8 

6; 

8 
I97I 

189 

2 

26 

188 

8 
1 
8 
82 
60 
14, 
151 

ij 

88 1 

61 

53: 

3 

20 
25 
54 


12 

8' 
24I 


1 
12 


14 

1| 

9 

266 

69 

42 

1 

7 


42 

83 

1 

8 
37 

60 
1 


1840. 


Whig. 
UaNoij 


193 

640 

982 

26 

77 

700 

60 

699 

649 

1132 

398 

582 

485 

738 

1771 

1298 

177 

920 

264 

640 

1090 

869 

988 

1188 

241 

788 

470 

704 

972 

72! 

1285 

1190 

1652 

143 

680 

78 

283 

1674 

908 

681 

1077 

496 

891 

115 

1069 

989 

911 

1686 

154 

311 

812 

719 

1413 

1012 

241 

Unorg 

708 

660 

1360 

560 

474 

220 

706 

61 

1671 

1068 

1000 

1520 

899 

1016 

589 

28S 

809 

417 

1023 

1503 

Unorg 

760 

628 

847 

1511 


Dem. 
Vau  13. 


153 
399 
703 
42 
147 
686 
270 
765 
872 

1278 
487 
698 
281 
509 

1583 
759 
168 
532 
239 
696 
728 
796 

1166 

1115 
108 
594 
864 
684 
688 
537 

eoi 

65-2 
889 

177 

737 

95 

265 

1026 
603 
948 
653 
329 
225 
125 
640 
893 
625 

1279 
194 
866 
244 
948 

1222 
815 
228 
anized 
879 
221 
948 
221 
818 
194 
906 
60 

1049 
553 
62H 

1170 
361 

1070 
824 

176 
444 

1014 
736 

1200 

anized 

614 

870 

eoa 

683 


POPULAR   VOTE   FOR  I>RESIDENT. 
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INDIAKA—i  Oontinutd.) 


COUNTIES. 


1856. 


Hrp.      Prin. 
Kreiu'l  Uuc'aii 


Wabnsh 

Warren 

Warrick 

Washiii|;toa  . 

Wavne 

WelU 

White 

WhiUey 

TotaJ 


1785  1096 

1167|  767 

1071  1506 

881|  1778 

8G8>  1958 

726i  931 

7ti8i  746 

797  851 


94375118670 


I 


Am. 

Kill'ie. 


103 

76 

480 

691 

100 

16 

42 

67 


1852. 


Whi!,. 
Scoii. 


1145 
850 

487 
1098 
2804 
415 
610 
497 


Drm. 
I'ierce 


F.  Soil. 
llHle 


959 

552 

1684 

1618i 

18741 
710 
536| 
568 1 


91 
66 
81 
11 
786 
23 
18 
11 


22386    80901   95340,    6929 

■■  I  I 


1848. 


Tajlur. 


847 
708 
457 
1126 
20S5 
252 
206 
818 


69907 


Dim. 
Cau. 


FrteP. 
Vanii. 


739! 
4601 
862 
1643 
1482 
416 
805 
878 


74745 


140 
68 
21 
22 

839 
IS 
84 
21i 


8100 


1841. 


Whig. 
flay. 


Drm. 
I'olk. 


601 
779 
894' 


075 
470 
850 


1149     1660 
2321 1    1486 


185 
259' 
222 1 


806 

218 


678671  70181 


Afm 

liirnev. 


2106 


1810. 


tt'hig.     Drm. 
IIii'kuii  Vhii  U. 


19 

807 

10 

737 

— 

856 

5 

1188 

818 

2869 

8 

181 

— 

206 

2 

144 

66802 


198 
847 
663 
1881 
1253 
140 
144 
141 

61604 


Buchanan  over  Fremont,  24,295;   Pierce  over  Scott,  14,439;   Cass  over  Taylor,  4,883;  Poik  over  Clay,  2,264; 
rrison  over  Vau  Bureu,  13,093. 


Harrison 


ooKTi^EaTiatrT. 


COUNTIES. 

h'rp. 
Krciu'i 

Dfii\, 
Uiic'uu 

Atn. 

FiU're. 

in.iV/. 

Scoi  I. 

Drtn. 
I'leice. 

F.  Soil. 
tlBle. 

iTajior. 

Dem. 
{.'aim. 

Frre  D. 
Vau  li. 

Whig. 
Clay. 

Drm. 
Tolk. 

Alio. 
hiniey. 

1 

m,ig. 
IIh'koii 

Dem. 

VoDii. 

Fairfi.'ld 

Hartford 

LitchBeld 

Middlcse.x 

New  Haven 

New  London. .. 

Tolland 

Windham 

62as 

8416 
5481 
2v^7 
7976 
54112 
24ti7 
8913 

5689 
7037 
8986 
2964 
7315 
8958 
19.58 
2248 

928 
809 
150 
183 
604; 
850! 
85 
66 

4814 
6329 
8946 
2065 
6(H6 
3361 
1708 
2095 

5155 
6639 
4(182 
2734 
6097 
4079 
2015 
244S 

167 
461 
418 

238 
424 
687 
202 
618 

5086 
6000 
8918 
2186 
5278 
4020 
1665 
2286 

4064 
6846 
8674 

2152 
4516 
8421 
1612 
2262 

462 
810 
8001 
361 

806 
776 
191 

791), 

5868 
6259 
4668 
2824 
5540 
4081 
1964 
2620 

4599 
5624 
4im 
2.'?4.5 
4720 
8709 
1950 
2544 

142 

287 
868 
130 
229 
304 
120 
863 

1 

4871 
6216 
4r>42 
2276 
5100 
3815 
1991 
2790 

8662 
4496 
8806 
2275 
4012 
8148 
1609 
2188 

Total... 

42715|  84896 

2616 

1 

80859 

83249     8I60'    80814 

1 

27046 

5005 

1 

82832 

29S41 

1948, 

1 

81601 

26296 

Fremont  over  Buchanan,  7.720;    Pierce  over  Scott,  2,880;    Taylor  over  Cass,  8,S68;   Clay  over  Polk,  2,991; 
Harrison  over  Van  Buren,  6,805.     Mr.  Birney  received  174  votes  in  1840. 


COUNTIES. 


[    Ji'ep.   I  Devi.  I    Am. 
Kreiu'i  Buc'aiiiFiU're. 


j  Whig.     Dan. 
Scoii.   Piece. 


Adams 

Allegheny  . . . 
Armstrong. . , 

Beaver  

Bedford 

Berks  

Blair 

Bradford  ... 

Barks 

Butler 

Cambria  ... 

Carbon 

Centre 

Chester 

Clarion 

Clairficld  ... 

Clinton 

Columbia 

Crawford 

Cumberland 

Dauphin  

Delaware 

Elk 

Erie 

Fayette 

Franklin 

Fulton 

Greene 

Huntingdon  , 

Indiana 

Jefferson  ..., 

Juniata 

Lancaster  . . , 
Lawrence  . . , 

Lebanon  

Lehigh , 

Luzerne 

Lycoming  . . . 
McEean 


1120 

13671! 

2963 

265S 

806 

1087j 

445' 

693Si 

46821 

841)1' 

804' 

692 

890' 

W)8 

7HS 

718 

618 
1239 
W6fi' 
1472 
1615 
15;»() 

275 
515<i 
20^9 
2446 

142 
18211 

926 
8612, 
10G8 

480 
6608 
806.5, 
2414 
8237 
48.% 

934 

812 


2637 
9062, 
2680' 
19051 
2458 
11272 
2069 
2314, 
6517 
2648' 
29S7I 
18661 
2895' 
6:W3 
2760 
1978 
1485! 
2<t89; 
a(9l! 
8427, 
8094, 
20051 

575 
2584 
3554 
&t69, 

970 
2747  i 
21(>4 
1702. 
1463 
1865 
8731^ 
1220 
2511 
4426 
6791 
3324! 

526. 


1249. 
1488  1 
188' 
236! 
1936  1 
8586  1 
2450  I 
101  ' 
735, 
67' 
96S 
46i5  ■ 
19.52 
1448 
950 
604 
682 
219: 
45  i 
1579 
2439' 
1010  1 
52  ' 
289 
1174 
1233' 
666 
2.86, 
16461 
263, 
615: 
747  i 
4592 
96 
437  I 
122 
868  < 
1770  I 
47 


2725 
9615 
2093 
1805 
2278 
4913 
2590 
8.526 
4028; 
28.W 
1461 

749 
1916 
6700 
1218 

997; 

996' 
1165 
2775 
2^78 
8673 
2088 

108 
4015 
SOSOj 
89<H 

729 
15.'j9 
2511' 
2387, 
1115| 

M9 
11636, 
1984 
8105 
2993 
8339 
2085 

4051 


/•.  &>il. 
Hale. 


WItig 

Taylor 


Dem. 

Caits. 


I' 
FreeD.\\  Whig.l  Dm 
Vanb.||  Clay.   Polk. 


2018 
7226 
24.30 
1943 
2819 
9503 
1931 
8980 
6766 
2583 
2085 
1311 
2993! 
W20' 
2642 
1783 
1318; 
2102! 
8427, 
8188 
26751 
1737! 

423 
27881 
8S67| 
835S| 

S8I1 
26021 
20411 
1827, 
1484| 

828 
6578; 
1064! 
2118| 
8498 
68401 
2790l 

697j 


81  ! 
965! 

142  1 
861  I 

s! 

281  I 

5Si 

166' 

151 

8881 

28  I 

24.1 

2' 

9961 

29' 
107  \ 

14 
611  ' 

8 

1 
80 

2' 
279, 

221 

f.3, 

614: 

1 

2 
79, 

781 


2576;  1762 

10112,  6591 

2080.  2126 

2655  2303 

28.36  2816 

5082,  9484 

24761  1485 


25 

779 

141 

530 

1 

61 

4 


AIM. 

Biruey. 


3272 

5140 

2505 

l^JS 

889 

1856 

6949 

1372 

761 

911 

2268 

2204 


1889!  1780 


5364! 
22471 
1380 
llSlI 
2611 
&360' 
2.306' 
1168, 
967l 
8896! 
2748' 


8242|  8178, 

8706  2254' 

8194'  1547' 

184  242 

8418  2022 

804.V  84411 

4006  8199 


16;l 

173 

12 

1' 

4 

607 

87 

23 

1 

29 

621 

25 

84 

84 

16 

857 

73 

4 


I'n  organi  led. 


1476  2379, 
2.'>90  1922' 
2410;  1M4 


687 

850 

11.390 

With 


62, 
25 

2tM 
19 
1 

163 


992 

856i 

6080 

Beav  er  and 

29961  1862;  2 

2978  8199  3 

85161  8991  176 

19921  2244I  9 

8671   413,  22, 


2009 
8083 
14.58 
2792 
8147! 
4000 
With 
8235 
4862 
2247 

996 

N31 
i860 
6070 

814 
.  544 

788 
1788 
2636 
8(i92 
8285 
2090 

101 
8621 
2804 
8901 
1 
1413 
4086 
2200 

691 
1089 
10295 
Merc  < 
26.36 
255:J 
2699 
2012 

840 


1891 
5748 
1983 
2172 
29h9 
8674 
Iluntl 
8568 
6251! 
2112 
1123 

905 
2425 
^550 
1888 

874 

875 
8.370 
8334 
81.'i5 
2401 
1466 

128 
2226 
8429 
8298 

28.54 
2575 
1448 

781' 
1262 
5943 
•r. 
1791 
2811 
8950 
2629 

419! 


6 

435 

88 

270 

6 

8 

ngdon 

03 

27 

186 

2 

7 

106 

7 


Whig. 
lla'sun 


Don. 
VauB 


1 
189 

5 
16 
15 

9 
74 
85 


18 

80 
6 

21 


29 
19 


24.58  1628 

7619,  4578 

12601  1741 

8148  1710 

2910  2446 

3582  7426 

2681  2S44 

4705  4488 

2100  1804 

811 1  920 

Unorg  anized 

1448  2242 

6642'  48S2 

i   648  1866 

499  812 

6.38  649 

1325  2829 

2409!  2909 

2791 j  2695 

8124  219T 

2O81I  1885 

Unorg  anUed 

86.36  2061 

2755  8085 

8586  2892 

1850  2010 

8826  2266 

1958,  1209 

476  602 

966  104S 

9678  6740 

2370  1403 

2405!  2460 

2776]  4119 

1504]  2181 

2681  276 
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A  POLITICAL  TEXT-BOOK   FOR   1860. 
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COUNTIES. 


1856. 


Rc-p. 
Fiem'i 


Dem.  I   Am. 
Buc'aa  FiU're. 


Mercer. 

Mifflin 

Monroe 

Montgomery . . . 

Montour 

Northampton  . . 
Northumberland 

Perry 

Philadelphia 

Pike 

Potter 

Schuylkill 

Somerset 

Snyder 

Susquehanna. . . 

Sullivan 

Tioga 

Union 

Venango  

Warren 

Washington  . . . 

Wayne 

Westmoreland  . 

Wyoming 

York 


3686 

216 

560 

2845 

666 

1168 

566 

521 

7993 

270 

1264 

2188 

1458 

443 

8S61 

309 

4541 

1429 

2041 

2091 

4237 

2172 

4091 

1138 

511 


2699 
1491 
2275 
7134 
1271 
5260 
3059 
2135 
8S222 
862 
667 
7035 
1763 
1255 
2548 
538 
1386 
1092 
2157 
1231 
4288 
2259 
5173 
1171 
6876 


118 

1050 

69 

2265 

149 

1S3S 

1340 

1407 

24084 

15 

6 

2682 

1405' 

1064 

51 

48 

27 

186 

72 

49 

265i 

113 

299 

74 

4301 


1S52. 


WhigA  Dem.  \F.Sml. 
Scott.    Pierce.  I  Hale. 


Total 147510  230710,  82175 


22111 
1892  i 

418 
4791 

866 

2978 

1619 

1413 

24666 

202 

263 
4128 
2986 

Un 
2035 

177 
1564 
8081 
1164 
1138 
8810 
1232 
8203 

80' 
4700 


179174 


2693 

1620 

2098 

5767 

1455 

4403 

2451 

2159 

26022 

S:34 

661 

4758 

1203 


769 


160 

16 
4 

626 

825 
10 
28 


organi  zed. 
8046       215 
426 


2614 
1994 
1899 
14.33 
4064 
2362 
6509 
1258 
5585 


59 

79 

204' 

243 

870 

21 

119 

19 

11 


1985681     8525 


1848. 


Whig. 
Taylor. 


2977 

1543 

618 

5040 

With 

3191 

1765 

1562 

81229 

216 

226 

4808 

3018 

1858 

129 
1264 
8129 
1061 

948 
8898 

997 
8124 

861 
4838 


Dem. 
Cass. 


Free  D. 
VanB. 


3094 

15S6 

1830 

5627 

Colum 

4208 

2258 

2295 

21508 

799 

468 

3490 

1127 

2563 
803 
1344 
1656 
1538 
1088 
8820 
1642 
5197 
892 
5151 


1080 

26 

3 

251 

bia. 

38 

8! 

5 

877! 
8 

248 
85 
21 

801 

19 

1039: 

25 

164' 

136 

468 

202 

122 

87 

4 


1844. 


Whig. 

Clay. 


2840 

1518 

414 

4491 

2776 

1547 

1370 

23289 

151 

240 

2571 

2660 


Dem. 
Polk. 


2869 
1519 
1806 
6596 

8870 

2446 

2321 

18851 

769 

554 

8404 

1035 


1802     2697         93; 
Un  organi  zed. 


Aho. 
Birney 


604 

9 

1 

49 


7 

228 

50 

I 


1159 

2788 
966 
899 

S872 
899 

2672 
814 

4237 


2193 
1765 
1377 
1149 
8973 
1657 
4978 
899 
5071 


185513171176:  11263;  ,161203 167535 


23 

18 

65 

17 

296 

15 

71 

1 

1 

3133 


1840. 


Whig 

Ha'son 


8247 

1226 

845 

4068 

2846 

1351 

1072 

17844 

135 

ISO 

1881 

25(Jl 

1560 

895 
2423 

855 

827 
4149 

675 
277 
Unorg 
8792 


Dem. 
Van  B. 


2386 
1269 
1447 
4869 

8338 

2187 

1970 

18077 

524 

868 

2184 

765 

2022 

1721 
1518 
1276 
929 
8611 
1188 
4704 
anized 
4382 


144021 148672 


Buchanan  over  Fremont,  88,200;   do.  over  Fremont  and  FiUmore,  1,025 ;  Pierce  over  Scott,  19,394;  Taylor  ovei 
Cass,  14,337 ;   Polk  over  Clay,  6,332  ;  Harrison  over  Van  Buren,  349.     Mr.  Birney  received  843  votes  iu  1840. 


COUNTIES. 

A}n. 

/)e7?j .      Rrp. 

Wliir/. 

Dan. 

F.  Soil 

Whig. 

Dem. 

FieeD. 

Whig. 

De7n. 

Aho. 

Whig. 

Dem. 

Fill're. 

liiic'an  FremM 

Scott. 

I'ierce. 

Hale. 

Taylor. 

Case. 

Van  B. 

Clay. 

Polk. 

Birney 

Ha'hon 

VanB 

AUeghanv 

1933 

224S 

1464 

1976 

1579     1620 

1424 

1491 

1271 

1093 

Anne  Arundel. . 

104;^ 

927 

834 

889 

1693 

1486 



1777 

1503 

1604 

1384 

Baltimore  City. 

16900 

9882; 

9558 

14035 

10474 

10995 

8413 

8S66 

7296 

7326 

Baltimore  Co. . . 

3504 

3155 

1940 

3001 



2527 

2669 

2301 

2716 

1941 

2620 

Calvert 

401 

856 

353 

852 

431 

835 



451 

344 

494 

825 

Caroline 

688 

743! 

555 

500 

492 

680 

680 

552 

687 

535 

CarroU 

2346 

2099 

1702 

1920 

1763 

1672 

1784 

1694 

1554 

1610 

Cecil 

1884 

1845 

1494 

1550 

1504 

1444 

1527 

1504 

1448 

1314 

Charles 

461 

758 

657 

411 

769 

898 

785 

519 

841 

602 

Dorchester 

1292 

979 

1239 

933 

1367 

820 

1377 

903 



1381 

889 

Frederick 

3724 

3304 

8204 

8342 

8158'    2983 

3190 

2994! 

2958 

2623 

Harford 

2074 

1405 

1353 

1378 

1521 

1253; 

1     1517 

1247 

1342 

1248 

Howard 

899 

683 

570 

625 

With 

Anne 

Aruud,;eL 

Kent 

833 

550| 

662 

551 

645 

447 

728 

527  ...... 

679 

476 

Montgomery. . . 

1208 

1126 

1061 

842 

1057 

771 

1124 

852 

1099 

665 

Prince  George. . 

8S1 

983, 

915 

724! 

1051 

733 

1054 

666 

1017 

609 

Queen  Anne's. . 

904 

7411 

723 

735 

7251      612| 

749 

722 

778 

661 

Somerstt    . .    . 

1593 

1321 

1443 

1115 

1413     1005 

1449 

902 

1.M6 

844 

St.  Mary's 

247 

1052 

681 

440 

788       422  

783 

468;...-  .. 

895 

415 

Talbot 

749 

910' 

740 

796 

706]      7191 

795 

712 

749 

683 

Washington  . . . 

2717 

2670 

2669 

2723 

2688     2434 

2688 

2565 

2484 

2290 

Worcester 

1224 

1428 

1253|     1182 

1351;     1130, 

1453 

9091 

1494 

691 

Total  

47460 

391151      281 

850661  4OO2O1        54 

37702   34528,      125    35984 

1            1            1 

826761 

83528 

28753 

Fillmore  over  Buchanan,  8,345 ;  Pierce  over  Scott,  4,954 ;  Taylor  over  Cass,  8,174;  Clay  over  Polk,  8,808 ;  Harrison 
over  Van  Buren,  4,770. 


I>  E  Ij  A.-VT' a.  E.  E 

- 

COUNTIES. 

Rep. 
Fill're. 

Dem. 
Biic'an 

Am. 
Frera't 

Whig. 
Scott. 

Dem. 
Pierce. 

F.  Soil. 
Hale. 

i  Whig. 
Taylor. 

Dem. 
Cass. 

FreeD. 
VauB. 

Whig. 
Clay. 

Dem. 
Polk. 

Aho. 
Birney. 

Whig. 
Ha'sbn 

Dem. 
VanB. 

Kent 

Newcastle 

Sussex 

1.580 
2025 
2020 

2083 
8577 
2344 



1591 
2768 
1934 

1422 
8038 
1858 

62 

1497 
8090 
1834 

1886 
2717 
1845 

1 

79 

1573 
2816 
1869 

1416 

2678 

1877 

— 

1598 
2821 
2058 

109fl 
2195 
1593 

Total 

6175 

8004 

880 

j     6298 

8318 

«2 

6421 

6898 

80 

6258 

6971 

— 

696T 

4884 

Buchanan  over  Fillmore,  1,829 ;  Pierce  over  Scott,  25 ;  Taylor  over  Cass,  623 ;  Clay  over  Polk,  287 ;  Harrison 
over  Van  Buren,  1,088. 


POPULAR   VOTE   FOR  PRESIDENT. 
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SOUTH  CAROUXA   CUOOSES  ELKCTORS  BY  LEGISLATURE. 
a-  E  O  H  O  I  A.. 


COCNTIES. 


1856. 


Am. 

Killmore. 


Appling 

liaWer , 

BuKtwln , 

Kerrien , 

Bibb 

hrvan  

IJulloch 

Iturkf 

ButU 

C'^ilhoua 

Cuinden , 

(.'mnpbeU 

CuiToU 

Catoosa 

(.'hss 

lolTee 

Chatham 

Cliattahoochee 
Chattoopa  .... 

Cherokee 

Charlton 

Clarke 

Hay 

Clinch 

CoMi    

Colquitt 

(.'olumbla 

Coweta 

'rawford 

l>ei'atur . . 

J>e  Kalb 

]'a<le 

l»oherty 

Dooley 

Karly 

Kttincham 

Kll..Tt 

F^nianuel 

Kannin 

Kavette 

yioyd 

Forsyth 

KrankUn 

Fulton 

Gilmer 

(ilynn 

fiordon 

(ireene 

(Iwinnetl 

lluhersham 

HalL 

Ilanrock 

Ilaraboa 

Harris 

Hart 

Heard 

Henry 

Houston 

Irwin 

Jackson 

Jasper 

JeffersOD 

Jones 

Laurens  

Lee 

Liberty 

Lincoln    

Lowndes 

Lumpkin 

Maion 

Muilison 

Marion 

Mcintosh 

Merriwether  .. 

Miller 

Monroe 

Montgomery  . . 

Morgan 

Murray 

Muscogee 


96 
175 
266 

79 
774 

94 

34 
•1S3 
2S3 

56 

23 
443 
455 
346 
751 

16 
971 
231 
8S6 
566 

83 
603 
1S3 
137 
704 

75 
842 
5»1 
223 
454 
453 
155 
197 
200 
149 
1>9 
3M 
259 
152 
455 
S12 
453 
1S3 
911 
191 

91 
593 
676 
749 
256 
461 
42T 

66 
7AS 
153 
413 
759 
576 

80 
463 
833 
876 
i;« 

406 
•-'•.'9 
1*3 
213 

293 

4»;3 

3« 
215 
495 

49 
643 

20 
C56 
201 
2(53 
240 


Ittm. 
Bucb'Mn. 


263 
453 
800 
220 
959 
183 
460 
940 
88T 
251 
136 
754 

1176 
865 

1205 
16 

1445 
820 
606 

1146 
129 
4S7 
279 
171 

1251 
106 
456 
8S2 
873 
896 
665 
240 
266 
419 
299 
171 
624 
273 
671 
734 
fyil 
793 
972 
833 
620 
119 
690 
2S3 

1092 
853 
696 
806 
273 
623 
610 
616 
691 
604 
155 
778 
413 
868 
803 
70 
260 
191 
219 
443 
786 
274 
415 
494 
155 
708 
158 
505 
26 
2.'« 
567 
710 


1852. 

1 
1848. 

1844. 

1840. 

ir*w. 

Dem. 

Whig. 

Ktm. 

Whig. 

Dem. 

Whiq. 

liiin. 

hCOII. 

Pierce. 

Taylor. 

Cau. 

CUy. 

t'ulk. 

llllni^Oll. 

Vail  a. 

13 

77 

144 

103 

153 

143 

98 

61 

101 

630 

841 

634 

223 

606 

lt«3 

204 

177 

273 

863 

822 

824 

807 

781 

680 

Cnorga  niied.   | 

813 

7>0 

706 

805 

706 

862 

768 

748 

60 

66 

123 

60 

103 

73 

80 

22 

m.  237 

43 

877 

17 

410 

25 

864 

15 

177 

693 

216 

656 

411 

693 

2tJ3 

11 

4.'i4 

269 

420 

244 

436 

165 

389 

Tnorga  nized.   | 

81 

211 

106 

220 

104 

218 

166 

191 

l.%3 

833 

281 

6S2 

205 

543 

103 

427 

136 

8;h) 

475 

684 

865 

769 

276 

437 

Unorganized. 

2C8     654 

989 

1513 

655 

1189 

661 

705 

Unorga'nized. 

805  1  1176 

643 

741 

817 

885 

690 

647 

Unorga  nized. 

114 

816 

403 

803 

2S4 

824 

186 

201 

81 

660 

660 

9s3 

517 

613 

869 

416 

Unorga  nized. 

189  1   226 

624 

495 

696 

420 

617 

818 

Unorga  nized. 

4     43 

Unorga 

nized. 

807     975 

662 

1261 

65S 

94S 

428 

668 

Unorpa  nized. 

110 

2.')9 

619 

250 

492 

807 

470 

228 

215 

650 

822 

663 

777 

644 

792 

768 

161 

367 

402 

434 

877 

4M 

485 

456 

220 

295 

498 

850 

333 

846 

432 

2(>:l 

565 

1016 

799 

1097 

660 

967 

665 

759 

65 

126 

103 

263 

46 

247 

89 

168 

Unorga  nized. 

17") 

474 

849 

671 

269 

607 

226 

296 

129 

874 

200 

605 

211 

419 

253 

293 

13 

64 

1&3 

99 

193 

^6 

158 

f>6 

159 

107 

991. 

161 

999 

166 

957 

105 

5 

174 

165 

207 

107 

241 

80 

118 

Unorga  nized. 

267 

562 

621 

717 

412 

705 

887 

543 

867 

494 

660 

678 

850 

425 

275 

267 

106 

6^9 

629 

747 

451 

785 

343 

V>1 

66 

435 

863 

963 

876 

1U53 

853 

681 

Unorga 

nized. 

116 

809 

402 

■  856 

219 

611 

127 

164 

29 

40 

133 

23 

92 

23 

63 

14 

264 

634 

Unorga 

nized. 

811 

172 

627 

139 

780 

133 

889 

126 

61 

427 

745 

685 

779 

763 

745 

624 

93 

69 

425 

778 

822 

964 

290 

761 

64 

ls6 

621 

664 

4>>9 

696 

445 

604 

No 

Return. 

478 

2:>3 

615 

830 

461 

244 

Unorga 

nized. 

46s 

389 

670 

408 

845 

468 

658 

292 

Unorga 

nized. 

263 

410 

41S 

478 

293 

436 

815 

862 

423 

626 

989 

824 

653 

819 

981 

798 

273 

603 

697 

674 

659 

7-33 

667 

673 

12 

192 

86 

866 

21 

228 

69 

121 

46 

103 

661 

683 

492 

664 

672 

643 

182 

873 

4U9 

612 

*« 

636 

495 

495 

91 

93 

607 

in 

579 

103 

453 

69 

166 

840 

404 

413 

897 

455 

461 

853 

67 

63 

667 

25 

6s6 

16 

656 

4 

169 

2-28 

828 

181 

886 

121 

804 

77 

63 

188 

171 

182 

179 

190 

144 

78 

13 

156 

288 

120 

286 

179 

817 

128 

23 

290 

607 

897 

427 

863 

422 

90 

173 

235 

662 

1097 

665 

1254 

■%5 

766 

296 

866 

838 

271 

881 

245 

!   8C9 

81 18 

33 

69 

886 

826 

847 

827 

;   857 

2s6 

851 

425 

610 

ATI 

617 

2.'>0 

1   404 

193 

16 

90 

117 

99 

127 

114 

119 

185 

823 

634 

717 

763 

633 

926 

755 

7oa 

Unorga 

nized. 

879 

681 

791 

664 

798 

708 

796 

076 

14 

85 

281 

24 

2.'}3 

34 

167 

8 

1''9 

236 

467 

800 

443 

843 

473 

S80 

2.S7 

823 

799 

1072 

iHA 

\       669 

278 

458 

651 

876 

1880 

666 

1  1190 

1   990 

1044 

8U 

15 
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1856. 

1852. 

1848. 

1844. 

1840. 

COUNTIES. 

Am. 
Fillmore. 

Dftn. 
Buch'an. 

Whig. 
Scotu 

Dem. 
Pierce. 

Wtiig. 
Tuylor. 

Dem. 
Cttss. 

Whig. 
Clay. 

Devi. 
Polk. 

Whig. 
Harrison. 

Dem. 
Van  li. 

Newton 

Oglethorpe 

Paulding 

Pike 

910 

894 
191 
491 
198 
240 
294 
871 
72 
450 

1143 
167 
698 
855 
640 
647 
109 
186 
121 
818 
833 
812 
60 

1005 

178 

261 

617 

565 

460 

6 

250 

699 

89 

263 

279 

282 

698 

83 

844 

451 

776 

630 

425 

417 

853 

259 

407 

656 

690 

263 

658 

701 

545 

442 

238 

191 

110 

233 

463 

429 

265 

412 

287 

454 

305 

824 

684 

125 

689 

564 

131 

213 

428 

531 

733 

227 

836 

60 

44 

184 

Unorga 

33 
229 
119 
4 
862 
411 
8 
826 
825 
856 
430 

19 
121 

47 
Unorga 

886 

179 

82T 

609 

nized. 

231 

284 

147 

144 

677 

625 

171 

491 

452 

377 

441 

76 

65 

68 

nized. 

1045 
636 
852 
828 

820 

899 

Unorga 

55 

780 

908 

265 

926 

733 
Unorga 

819 

888 

861 

160 

526 
Unorga 

1122 
831 
412 
657 
784 
644 
193 
614 
692 
58 

452 

473 

Unorga 

502 
193 
420 
893 

423 
294 

nized. 
207 
724 
595 
223 
686 
587 

nized. 

738 

55 

44 

150 

250 
nized. 

884 
414 
641 
844 
965 
741 
161 
860 
626 
69 

293 

498 

nized. 

1025 
626 
218 
659 

247 
430 

84 

606 
903 
256 
692 
650 

855 
894 
388 
177 

848 

1055 
8S9 
237 
643 
447 
555 
1«7 
641 
629 
138 

430 

887 

553 
241 
894 

877 

457 
351 

253 
735 
647 
278 
813 
444 

912 

67 

64 

198 

267 

4S7 
467 
554 
884 
686 
763 
125 
868 
595 
95 

889 
560 

988 
654 
227 
500 

241 

468 

80 

509 
939 
ISO 
8S2 
449 

912 
4;n 
253 
203 

426 

1071 
411 
107 
632 
887 
616 
215 
652 
693 
74 

438 
423 

851 
127 
207 
624 

Pulaski       

275 

310 

Polk 

Rabun 

Randolph 

Richmond 

Scriven 

Stewart 

Sumpter 

212 
519 
40T 
199 
639 
176 

Spauldiug 

Talbot 

807 

Taliaferro 

Tatnall 

47 
28 

Telfair 

Tirrell 

53 

Thomas 

Taylor 

89           259 

105        ^  264 

Unorga  nized. 

60 

696 
113 

97 

856 

372 

111 

1 

25 
236 

10 
Unorga 

12 

94 

293 

Unorga 

422 
267 
223 
338 
786 
899 
36 
806 
451 
65 

nized. 
193 
502 
644 

nized. 

880 

TwiuES 

373 

Union 

860 

29.3 

Walker 

Walton 

641 
619 

Ware 

35 
248 
453 

Webster 

Wilkes 

61 
862 

Wilkinson 

Whitfield 

474 

Worth 

Total 

42228 

56578 

16660 

34705 

47frl4 

44802 

42100 

4417T 

40261 

81921 

Buchanan  over  Fillmore,  14,350;   Pierce  over  Scott,  18,045;   Taylor  over  Cass,  2,742;   Polk  over  Clay,  2,077; 
Harrition  over  Van  Buren,  8,340.    In  1852  a  Webster  Ticket  received  5324,  and  an  Independent  Pierce  Ticket,  6,811. 

"VIE-OIISriA.. 


COUNTIES. 


Accomac . . . . 
Albemarle  . . 
Alexandria  . 
Alleghany  . . 

Amelia 

Amherst 

Appomattox 
Augusta  . . . . 
Barbour  . . . . 

Bath 

Bedford 

Berkley 

Boone 

Botetourt . . . 
Braxton  . . . . 

Brooke  

Brunswick  . . 
Buckingham 

Cabell 

Calhoun 

Campbell  . . , 

■Caroline 

Carroll 

Charles  City 
Charlotte  . . 
Chesterfield 

Clarke  

■Craig 

Culpepper  . 
Cumberland 
I>ii.<»iddie  . 


Am. 
Fillmore. 


Dem, 
Biicb'an. 


830 

1026 
946 
183 
160 
449 
152 

1904 
825 
180 

1044 
846 
113 
841 
494 
261 
131 
320 
896 
27 

1065 
414 
260 
190 
247 
350 
225 
108 
430 
184 
140 


821 
1092 
677 
883 
276 
683 
431 
1499 
938 
258 
1015 
997 
273 
904 
260 
4.'Jl 
666 
463 
598 
116 
896 
517 
687 
106 
46:3 
845 
404 
850 
512 
274 
851 


Whig. 

Scott. 


576 
1163 

784 
93 

145 

450 

192 
1664 

324 

157 
1189 

751 

117 

421 

887 

281 

187 

438 

451 

Unorga 

1101 

443 

213 

176 

337 

409 

863 
92 

447 

256 

819 


Dem. 
Pierce. 


564 
1106 
577 
206 
237 
ij59 
852 
1388 
592 
179 
965 
924 
212 
738 
290 
460 
462 
630 
424 
ni:sed. 
879 
621 
488 
89 
869 
864 
886 
233 
461 
252 
804 


Whig. 
Taylor. 


Dem. 
Cass, 


644 
833 
539 
104 
163 
416 
190 
1354 
287 
152 
886 
608 

68 
462 

73  m 
227 
213 
344 
287 

794 

807 
179 
142 
290 
296 
209 
Unorga' 
854 
235 
282 


aj. 


296 
619 
225 
149 
198 
413 
822 
723 
484 
124 
5.34 
544 
128 
683 

276 
337 
861 
2-33 


Whig. 
Clay. 


554 

833 

425 

476 

2«7 

121 

58 

202 

803 

837 

605 

838 

201 

199 

nized. 

818 

896 

162 

274 

i28 

270 

566 

917 
Part  of 

114 

159 

451 

Unorga 

1398 

221 

196 

941 

663 
Unorga 

894 

186 

427 

194 

643 

287 


Dem, 
Polk. 


472 
702 

Dist.  C. 
180 
274 
461 

nized. 
665 
468 
250 
639 
539 

nized. 
695 
156 
543 
403 
596 
846 

656 
463 
268 
43 
846 
604 
220 

298 
207 
818 


Whig. 
Harrison, 


739 
714 

84 
166 
872 

1204 

203 
919 
699 

407 

With 

850 

261 

475 

481 

718 
899 
Unorga 
173 
318 
298 
174 

851 
262 
802 


Dem. 
Van  B. 


289 
617 

171 
240 
829 

454 

218 
658 
872 

576 
Lewis. 
616 
880 
620 
436 


nized. 


487 
467 


80 
827 
680 
191 

295 
228 
285 
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VI R  GINIA—{  Continiud.) 


185 

«. 

1852.        1 

1848. 

1844. 

1840. 

COUNTIES. 

Am. 

Dem. 

Whiq. 

riem. 

Whig. 

Dem. 

HAio. 

Dtm. 

Whig. 

llrm. 

^'illniore 

lucU'an. 

BcoiL 

Pierce. 

Th>1oi'. 

Cum. 

Cl«,. 

folk. 

lUrrinoii. 

\hu  l:. 

Doddridge 

178 

441 

86 

2S5m 

^■ 

109 

I'norga'nked.      || 

KUxabelh  City 

1S4 

190 

IM 

211 

183 

120 

mi 

123 

141 

66 

Essex 

S8S 

293 

278 

283 

186 

135     i 

229 

186 

241 

126 

Fairfax 

0)0 

727 

608 

606 

489 

820 

410 

891 

866 

221 

Fauquier 

Ss4 

losi 

923 

1045 

685 

603 

761 

607 

688 

688 

Fayette 

813 

869 

265 

248 

257 

184 

249 

163 

199 

IsS 

Floyd 

2TI 

483 

884 

801 

271 

225 

216 

297 

148 

279 

Fluvanna 

263 
699 

809 
1163 

440 
620 

878 

802 

271 
608 

190 
606 

805 
619 

244 
674 

834 
669 

153 

Franklin 

615 

Frederick 

t-9S 

1351 

1024 

1421 

795 

684 

805 

887 

755 

743 

Gllea 

275 

489 

257 

850 

274 

842 

2G7 

850 

226 

2U3 

Gilmer 

127 

267 

114 

824 

77 

178 

Cnorga 

alzed. 

Gloucester 

268 

8S8 

267 

872 

185 

197 

288 

220 

247 

179 

Goochland 

198 

877 

195 

896 

168 

264 

165 

819 

120 

383 

Gravson 

266 

792 

662 
658 

222 
644 

267 
498 

193 

658 

200 
808 

150 
709 

881 
851 

668 

689 

Greenbrier 

808 

Greene 

67 
M 

472 
207 

87 
67 

416 

168 

63 
79 

270 
180 

66 
83 

800 
146 

63 
110 

280 

Greensville 

156 

Halifax 

829 
747 

815 
190 
842 
MO 
755 

1173 

1168 

615 

820 

637 

1221 

709 

405 
649 
450 
241 
868 
601 
646 

1096 
1115 
554 
849 
632 
992 
648 

895 
681 
410 
161 
625 
448 
692 

848 
657 
427 
216 
271 
611 
893 

844 
675 

658 
Unorga 
683 
479 
673 

1041 
694 
482 
niied. 
272 
760 
405 

422 
729 
450 

497 

828 
445 

964 

IlaBipeihire 

605 

Hanover 

462 

Hardy 

280 

Harrison. 

1341 

Henrico 

393 

Henrv 

891 
237 
142 

605 
479 
644 

830 
170 
171 

832 
431 
645 

815 
101 
105 

251 
288 
898 

806 

Cnorga 

93 

253 
nized. 
470 

811 
89 

191 

Highland 

Isle  of  Wight 

638 

Jackson 

4^s 

605 

489 

459 

239 

288 

247 

804 

258 

211 

122 

67 

97 

46 

99 

87 

103 

89 

141 

9 

Jefferson 

&45 

946 

958 

698 

788 

694 

725 

624 

667 

693 

Kanawha 

1149 

658 

1226 

776 

742 

272 

988 

442 

627 

324 

King  Oeorge 

127 

206 

132 

166 

149 

112 

165 

117 

168 

129 

King  WilliHm  

73 

274 

99 

246 

93 

234 

109 

887 

116 

8«i6 

King  and  Queen 

16S 

438 

169 

849 

224 

258 

260 

828 

282 

305 

150 

ass 

160    ! 
916 

186 
403 

122 
778 

187 
824 

107 
621 

139 
237 

99 

673 

170 
275 

87 

Lee 

489 

299 

712    i 

224 

666 

881 

622 

829 

684 

202 

109 

Logan  

60 
1979 

411     1 

653     ! 

173 
1813 

808 

788 

99 
1458 

117 
420 

128 
1505 

177 
474 

136 
1269 

1*9 

Loudon 

881 

Louba 

247 

682 

356 

603 

807 

441 

864 

685 

875 

475 

Lunenburg 

117 

4s6 

159 

874 

169 

272 

196 

833 

228 

808 

Madison 

57 
470 

750 
1032 

107 
660 

646 

1197 

69 
824 

456 
669 

e5 

256 

612 
677 

68 

M*rnot{iin 

683 

Marion 

A  HarVn. 

95 1 
703 

l!?6 

271 

981 
661 
270 
867 

74;} 

M6 
177 
304 

721 
476 
255 
650 

653 

at9 

186 
842 

627 
274 
169 
497 

624 

.     415 

172 

276 

654 
863 

222 
618 

4S8 
406 

IsO 
819 

462 

M  ason 

804 

Mathewii 

220 

Mecklenburg 

601 

Mercer 

214 
128 

492 
249 

268 
95 

25» 

157 

191 
116 

184 
125 

178 
181 

177 

118 

146 

101 

124 

Middlesex 

128 

Monongalia 

609 

1447 

6n8 

1308 

484 

809 

893 

7nO 

681 

1286 

Monroe 

781 

747 

497 

499 

488 

469 

425 

460 

408 

420 

Montgomery 

46S 
829 
445 

653 
819 
416 

501 
270 

600 

490 
259 
462 

840 
188 
811 

806 
201 
280 

864 
188 
861 

845 
216 
244 

888 
179 
888 

261 

Morgan   

145 

Nansemond 

259 

Nelson 

620 

418 

691 

444 

894 

229 

443 

291 

404 

237 

New  Kent 

169 

198 

174 

143 

167 

101 

198 

177 

198 

156 

Nicholas 

866 

298 

252 

167 

218 

90 

170 

127 

178 

120 

Norfflk  City 

7S7 
1003 

M4 
1230 

767 
921 

792 
1224 

652 
629 

44.3 
650 

634 
627 

403 
691 

629 
601 

298 

Norfolk  County 

478 

Northampton 

885 

256 

298 

144 

170 

95 

240 

116 

834 

24 

Northumberland 

249 

840 

208 

279 

161 

284 

185 

276 

1N3 

800 

Nottoway 

140 

203 

122 

185 

117 

148 

187 

182 

182 

190 

Ohio 

1464 
287 

1682 
437 

1452 
290 

1156 
848 

977 
29S 

478 

281 

897 
889 

402 

288 

922 
231 

2h7 

Orange 

235 

Page 

67 

1084 

110 

870 

68 

695 

60 

628 

45 

fr28 

Pati  Ick 

885 
424 

678 
122T 

694 

600 

686 

1855 

459 
875 
615 
864 

899 

asi 

759 
877 

8S7 

255 

,       898 

1       684 

272 
809 
888 
689 

869 
409 
876 
888 

886 
652 
aj6 
636 

842 
859 
245 
876 

274 

468 

Petersburgh 

863 

PitUylvania 

616 

PleasanU 

178 

808 

152 

2;i7 

Cnorga 

nixed. 

Pocahontas 

115 

417 

116 

240 

[       106 

218 

81 

227 

107 

210 

Powhattan 

92 
719 
893 
214 

244 

1282 
897 
429 

122 
647 
409 
227 

2*} 
928 
84S 
808 

154 

1       460 

878 

211 

203 
627 
299 
258 

215 
8'«2 
829 
264 

210 
604 
261 
877 

176 
896 
402 
268 

210 

Preston 

464 

Princess  Ann 

274 

Prince  Edward 

861 

Prince  Cieorge 

74 

806 

91 

282 

127 

215 

1H9 

226 

124 

287 

Prince  WUliam 

288 

709 

190 

684 

2t7 

418 

159 

457 

I       167 

898 

Pulaski 

200 

881 

174 

228 

181 

141 

1      166 

174 

143 

161 

Putnam 

891 
22S 

89« 
141 

U8 
188 

870 
68 

192 

Unorga 

188 
nized. 

1  Cnorga 

nized. 

Raleigh 

Randolph 

218 

441 

801 

887 

201 

218 

i      207 

199 

1      450 

821 

Rappahannock  

851 

492 

331 

436 

804 

239 

1      859 

814 

1      818 

80« 

228 
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1856. 

1852. 

1848. 

1844. 

1840. 

COUNTIES. 

Am. 
Fillmore. 

Dem. 
Buch'an. 

Whig. 

Scott. 

Dem. 
Pierce. 

Whig. 

Taylor. 

Dem. 
Cass. 

Whig. 
Clay. 

Dem. 
Polk. 

Whig. 
Harrison. 

Dem. 
Van  15. 

Richmond  City 

Richmond  County  .... 
Ritchie 

1753 
291 
277 
255 
228 
1036 
510 
883 
406 
233 
832 
458 
448 
262 
102 

83 
432 
119 

16 
829 
295 
145 

61 
644 
296 
439 

80 
191 

42 

56 
753 

81 
531 
194 

1474 
225 
506 
212 
503 

1124 

2733 
755 
810 

2839 
572 
570 
622 
539 
230 
867 
616 

1140 
137 
556 
634 
568 
18 

1115 
862 
131 
704 
822 
18 
57 
875 
116 
887 
114 

1854 

234 

188 
Unorga 

208 
1031 

575 

801 

854 

291 

484 

498 

440 

269 

147 

107 

351 

243 
Unorga 

340 

824 

169 
66 

715 

225 

280 

102 

222 

Unorga 

87 

645 
42 

833 

129 

1012 

181 

881 

nized. 

884 

1084 

2473 

275 

577 

2094 

479 

456 

565 

447 

201 

322 

883 

612 

nized. 

883 

439 

520 

14 

924 

206 

83 

488 

283 

nized. 

68 

607 

29 

615 

90 

1064 
182 
124 

183 
665 
895 
482 
296 
176 
826 
338 
413 
230 

94 

82 

Unorga 

215 

824 

Unorga 

122 

62 

485 

105 

249 

89 

Unorga 

47 

430 

Unorga 

847 

118 

845 
148 
839 

249 
501 

1655 
316 
452 

1404 
309 
307 
405 
255 
158 
273 
nized. 
548 

290 

nized. 

285 

15 

679 

110 

60 

818 

nized. 

84 

825 

nized. 

836 

86 

847 
202 
104 

177 
697 
290 
414 
276 
170 
275 
825 
488 
233 
118 
124 

100 

441 

126 
67 
371 
190 
805 
Unorga 

66 
533 

809 
113 

282 
154 
254 

5i79 
543 

1716 
416 
531 

1372 
871 
890 
442 
846 
168 
825 

627 

511 

321 

24 

723 

lat 

67 
nized. 

50 
830 

563 
109 

680 

177 

Unorga 

159 
635 
256 
*264 
284 
102 
259 
878 
858 
265 
95 
109 

113 

825 

110 

92 

864 

Unorga 

286 

83 
513 

279 
192 

176 
151 
nized. 

Roane 

255 

Rockbridge 

528 
1444 

RusseU 

293 

Scott       

441 

Shenandoah 

Smyth 

Southampton 

Spottsylvania 

Stafford 

1218 
305 
372 
868 
295 

Surry 

195 

Sussex  .....•.•■•..... 

347 

Tazewell  

486 

Tucker 

Tyler 

438 

300 

3 

625 

Wayne 

"Westmoreland 

Wetzel 

nized. 

81 

Wirt 

Wise    

Williamsburgh 

Wood        

7 
892 

Wythe       

474 

12 

Total 

60310 

89706 

58572 

73S53 

45124 

46586 

48677 

49570 

42501 

1 

48893 

Buchanan  over  Fillmore,  29,896;   Pierce  over  Scott,  15,286;   Cass  over  Taylor,  1,462;  Polk  over  Clay,  5,8 
Van  Buren  over  Harrison,  1,392.    Premont  received  291  votes  in  this  State,  in  1866 ;  and  Van  Buren  9,  in  1840. 


.A-Xu  A.:B  A.  T^  A.- 


COUNTIES. 

Am. 

Dem. 

Whi^. 

Dem. 

Whiq. 

Dem. 

Wing. 

Dem. 

Whig. 

Dem. 

Fillmore. 

Buch'an. 

Scott. 

Pierce. 

Taylor. 

Cass. 

Clay. 

Polk. 

Harrison. 

Van  B. 

Autauga 

475 

621 

196 

822 

553 

471 

475 

633 

691 

574 

Barbour 

857 

1445 

297 

809 

1205 

614 

1113 

860 

1028 

642 

Benton 

443 

1637 

74 

918 

666 

1272 

873 

1382 

482 

1248 

Bibb  

479 

539 

288 

846 

474 

416 

450 

596 

583 

478 

Baldwin 

219 

144 

62 

72 

100 

183 

149 

120 

187 

118 

Blount 

87 

770 

55 

422 

134 

626 

84 

774 

105 

720 

Butler 

792 

777 

846 

2.51 

772 

277 

666 

405 

710 

274 

Covington 

288 
967 
455 

304 
1141 
15=37 

52 
668 
242 

117 
616 
735 

248 

1323 

630 

92 
689 
921 

143 

1153 

856 

139 
936 
955 

188 

1039 

377 

65 

Chami)ers 

678 

Cherokee 

759 

Clark 

222 

754 

93 

479 

120 

827 

232 

631 

330 

596 

Coosa 

802 

1167 

294 

709 

62G 

883 

400 

796 

316 

539 

Choctaw 

404 

643 

227 

834 

Unorga 

nized. 

Conecuh  

403 

425 

216 

287 

426 

231 

441 

277 

641 

209 

Coffee  

301 
419 
676 
130 

703 
945 
8;31 
900 

113 
162 
386 
136 

239 
406 
440 
501 

192 
863 
860 
257 

174 
555 
613 
650 

142 

209 
864 
207 

314) 
616  f 
722 
700 

867 

1024 
157 

672 

Dale 

Dallas    

689 

DeKalb 

771 

Franklin 

711 
440 
784 
471 
14 
97 
196 
631 
555 
281 

1056 
799 
694 
966 
221 

1790 
697 
699 

1141 
790 

462 

81 

694 

94 

9 

83 
114 
512 
441 
227 

993 
516 
655 
184 

65 

1154 

839 

588 
803 
662 

510 
2T2 

loss 

504 
Unorga 
186 
288 
663 
695 
874 

795 
841 
712 
496 
nized. 
1589 
885 
656 
772 
833 

498 

153 

1090 

867 

87 
264 
469 
474 
325 

1079 
796 
819 
646 

1751 
585 
783 
919 
965 

687 

203 

1366 

825 

57 
815 
649 
645 
856 

903 

Favette 

819 

Greene      

788 

Henry 

89] 

Jackson 

2147 

582 

Lawrence 

782 

987 

Limestone 

897 

703 
567 
222 

699 

789 
808 

126 
4.50 
208 

186 
526 

482 

761 
739 
861 

4.34 
553 
3.35 

710 
726 
271 

678 
634 
682 

896 
842 
858 

522 

595 

Morgan 

804 

Madison 

401 

1476 

854 

1300 

465 

1385 

857 

1720 

893 

19,85 

Monroe 

469 

193 

89 

604 

70C 
SS8 

2ti4 
118 
111 

260 
467 
563 

479 
193 
246 

216 
614 
708 

567 
120 
162 

359 
633 
875 

646 
196 
142 

361 

535 

Marshall 

924 

COUXTIES. 
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Montgomery 

Mobile 

Macon 

Perry 

Pike 

Pickens 

Russell  

Randolph  . . . 

Shetbv 

St.  Cliur 

Sumter 

Tuscaloosa  . . 
Talladega.... 
Tallapoosa  . . 

Walker 

WUcox 

Washington . 

Total 


1856. 


Am. 

Killiuore. 


Drnu 
Uucb'an. 


1153 

1771 

1239 

Sit 

1178 

64» 

M5 

6S3 

46S 

83 

C83 

978 

896 

1276 

146 

446 

153 


1100 

l!^38 

1039 

808 

126-3 

1037 

994 

1460 

7S7 

81S 

703 

6.>.0 

1134 

147!> 

449 

813 

194 


2S552 


46789     I  15088 


1852. 


Whig. 

Scull. 


Dm. 
Pierce. 


717 

56T 

1123 

18S0 

772 

66S 

261 

612 

879 

703 

6<>3 

762 

434 

622 

90 

707 

817 

815 

44 

465 

4S2 

497 

627 

475 

872 

672 

851 

845 

r4 

217 

2S6 

89S 

52 

65 

26881 


1848. 


Whig. 

Tkjlur. 


1176 

1319 

1464 

826 

985 

1044 

970 

461 

657 

150 

820 

976 

869 

972 

231 

639 

73 


80482 


Dm. 


669 
1073 
632 
631 
668 
981 
677 
770 
868 
456 
771 
694 
820 
920 
383 
479 
85 


81863 


1814. 


Whig. 
I'Ih)-. 


1016 
14U8 
10»7 
169 
862 
8y2 
736 
2SS 
611 
46 
927 
9ii2 
633 
728 
170 
625 
273 


26084 


Drm. 
Folk. 


886 
1847 
626 
849 
768 
»6T 
624 
747 
473 
644 
1061 
961 
851 
705 
4-12 
t2U 
279 


87740 


1840. 


Whi,,. 
llMrrisoii 


1134 

14»1 

731 

973 

668 

1063 

691 

279 

678 

42 

1808 

1276 

669 

413 

244 

77ft 

263 


28471 


J)n,i. 
Van  R. 


^11 
ll-Jl 

8;;s 
b-a 

0-7 
779 
4<i4 
024 
4l'7 
679 
llhO 
9.S8 
7b8 
436 
867 
487 
27T 


88991 


Buchanan  over  Fillmore,  1S,1S7;   Pierce  over  Scott,  11,848 ;    Cass  over  Taylor,  881 ;   Polk  over  Clay,  11,656 ;   Van 
Boren  over  liarriion,  5,520. 


I^ISSISSIFFI. 


COrXTlES. 


Adams 

Attala 

Amit^ 

Bolivar 

Carroll 

Claiborne  . . 
Coahoma  .. 

Copiah 

Clark 

Choctaw 

Chickasaw  . 
Covington.. 
Calhoun  . . . 

De  Solo 

Franklin  . . . 

Greene 

HlndB 

Holmes  .... 
Harrison . . . 

Hancock 

Isaquena  . . 
Itawamba. . 

Jasper 

Jackson  . . . 
Jefferson . . . 

Jones 

Kemper  . .. 
Lawrence  . . 

Lowndes 

Leake  

Lauderdale 
Lafayette  . . 

Marshall 

Madison  . . . 

Monroe 

Marlon  .... 

Noxubee 

Neshoba  . . . 

Newton 

Octibbeha  . 

Perry 

Pike 

Pinola 

Pontotoc . . . 

Rankin 

Sunflower.. 
Simpson  . . . 

Smith 

Scott 

Tallahatchie 
THshemingo 
Tunica 


Am. 
Fillmore 


605 
6<il 
440 
168 
646 
887 
226 
415 
S'JO 
6:39 
6-29 

63 
263 
709 
216 
No 
1122 
6(J0 
182 
109 
114 
715 
872 

60 
808 

70 
489 
129 
663 
&t6 
889 
629 
1260 
675 
613 

69 
47C 
167 
207 
269 
113 
279 
6<i7 
1121 
409 
120 
187 
825 

66 
176 
9^3 

44 


Vmx. 
UucU'an. 


880 
928 
864 
106 
933 
887 
111 
731 
622 
1127 
861 
887 

aio 

1159 
842 
return. 
751 
685 
414 
186 
76 

1289 
6y9 
826 
856 
236 
655 
604 
801 
615 
863 
975 

1465 
641 

1065 
2S5 
601 
464 
427 
695 
1S5 
&S8 
661 

1892 
646 
89 
841 
488 
443 
276 

1862 
t 


n"^i<7. 

t>COU. 


Dem. 
Pierce. 


614 
818 
825 

67 
628 
270 
159 
272 
137 
832 
473 

97 
216 
7^1 
158 

61 
975 
419 
156 

44 

43 
402 
2*i 

13 
202 

88 
817 

97 
499 
198 
810 
401 
107S 
440 
467 

4S 
877 

51 
107 
211 

94 
14:1 
427 
475 
274 

85 
159 

85 

98 
143 
760 

20 


442 
673 
264 
83 
788 
858 
115 
607 
881 
606 
718 
803 
467 
8^3 
2M 
114 
839 
4-^4 
276 
112 
64 

1014 
422 
213 
817 
114 
511 
895 
745 
835 
633 
689 

1804 
497 
971 
207 
413 
243 
217 
844 
113 
412 
3^8 

lOilO 
851 
43 
244 
270 
217 
ls« 

1312 
84 


Whig. 
Tajlor. 


648 
4t-0 
426 

89 
885 
464 
1S9 
491 
211 
642 
846 
135 
Cnorga 
836 
226 
184 
1206 
643 
165 
167 

85 
667 
843 

82 
882 

95 
416  I 
145 
601 
828 
474 
780 
1.306 
614 
921 

99 
61T 
241 
184 
838 
143 
277 
673 
757 
856 

88 
28< 
210 
152 
206 
840 

61 


Dem. 
Cntm. 


865 
653 
809 
49 
921 
858 
130 
687 
283 
743 
9+S 
846 
nlzed. 
723 
249 
79 
822 
620 
173 
116 
53 
680 
80S 
166 
290 
135 
4.'iO 
43S 
780 
2K9 
607 
760 

1344 
497 

1062 
162 
667 
2M 
197 
424 
69 
898 
844 
999 
870 
22 
i(A 
287 
273 
219 

1190 
25 


^r}lig. 


756 
276 
429 

678 
484 
143 
447 
115 
426 
836 
9S 

671 
172 

62 

1199 

673 

108 

57 

Unorga 

868 

210 

17 
864 

72 
291 

94 
644 
190 
256 
643 
1085 
613 
649 

63 
619 
166 
148 
241 
125 
232 
489 
8s4 
311 
7 
17S 

!(4 
112 
17'J 
4H1 

86 


Drm. 
Polk. 


453 
805 
851 
61 
742 
429 
163 
649 
858 
624 
683 
803 

709 
220 
176 
915 
498 
169 
127 
nlzed. 
825 
408 
216 
888 
117 
616 
646 
850 
285 
681 
682 
1184 
486 
911 
264 
677 
286 
270 
S86 

71 
444 
408 
709 
406 

14 

249 

259 

218 

1004 

24 


Whig. 
llairibon. 


862 
272 
600 
62 
711 
638 
181 
671 
124 
8»3 
142 
116 

871 

186 

91 

1207 

666 

281 

170 
289 

25 
412 

66 
826 
128 
620 
145 
289 
8*2 
1006 
691 
4:>2 
186 
614 
113 
109 
195 
110 
814 
882 
287 
881 

201 

89 

41 

186 

821 

76 


Dtin. 
Vttii  B. 


438 
306 
294 
44 
527 
890 
109 
M5 
238 
430 
204 
288 

849 
188 
125 
666 
818 

107 

894 
263 
172 
229 
loS 
400 
45£ 
626 
132 
444 
866 
814 
813 
487 
175 
873 
164 
194 
219 
94 
8'i6 
206 
829 


219 
179 
103 
124 
683 
68 


830 
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18 

56. 

18 

52. 

1848. 

1844. 

1840. 

COUNTIES. 

Am. 
Fillmore. 

Dan. 
Buch'an. 

Dem. 
Pierce. 

Wliig. 
'Jaylor. 

nem. 
Cass. 

Whig. 
Clay. 

Dem. 
Polk. 

n-hig. 
HaiTiaon. 

Dem. 
\  an  JJ. 

Tippah 

Wilkinson   

816 
372 

No 
890 
148 
801 
735 
716 

601 
400 
return. 
447 
135 
776 
608 
848 

569 
271 
71 
723 
129 
218 
403 
549 

1232 
865 

61 
494 

90 
448 
569 
633 

981 
455 
97 
890 
179 
307 
641 
S4;3 

1236 
291 

52 
478 

71 
425 
497 
846 

692 
441 

102 
922 
209 
201 
578 
719 

1170 
855 
95 
507 
108 
475 
530 
893 

681 
663 
94 
1006 
162 
262 
561 
739 

584 
148 

Wayne 

Warren 

Washington 

Winston 

Yazoo 

87 

422 

64 

283 
860 

643 

Total 

24195 

85446 

17543 

26876 

25922 

26537 

19206 

25126 

19518 

16995 

Buchanan  over  Fillmore,  11,251 ;  Pierce  over  Scott,  9,328 ;   Cass  over  Taylor,  615  ;   Polk  over  Clay,  5,920  ;  Harri- 
son over  Van  Buren,  2,523. 


IsT  O  R  TH 


c  A.  E,  o  L  I  osr  A.. 


COUNTIES. 


Alamance. . .. 

Alexander 

Anson 

Ashe 

Beaufort 

Bertie 

Bladen 

Brunswick  . . . 

Burke 

Buncombe  . . . 
Cabarrus  .... 

Caldwell 

Camden 

Carteret 

Caswell 

Catawba..   .    . 

Chatham 

Cherokee 

Chowan 

Cleveland.. .. 

Columbus 

Craven 

Cumberland. . 

Currituck 

Davidson  .... 

Davie 

Duplin 

Edgecombe  . . 

Forsyth 

Franklin 

Gaston 

Gates 

Granville  .... 

Greene 

Guilford 

Halifax 

Haywood 

Henderson.. . . 

Hertford 

Hyde 

Iredell 

Jackson 

Johnston 

Jones     

Lenoir 

Lincoln    . . .   . 

Macon 

Madison 

Martin 

Mecklenberg  . 

McDowell 

Montgomery  . 

Moore 

Nash 

New  Hanover 
Northampton 

Onslow 

Orange  

Pasquotank  . . 
Perquimans  . . 


Am. 
Killmorft. 


717 
814 
311 
531 
525 
463 
463 
864 
878 
778 
865 
364 
89 
463 
917 
653 
761 
443 
255 

796 

527 
595 
1257 
538 
634 
279 
1173 
1581 
1043 
793 
597 
383 
1060 
S75 
413 
6S3 
413 
404 
801 
248 
802 
404 
963 
211 
424 
514 
247 
460 
725 
1031 
SSO 
103 
440 
1068 
1472 
621 
6S3 
909 
299 
254 


Dem . 
Buch'an. 


4.i2 
322 
723 
617 
796 
511 
367 
884 
311 
781 
594 
874 
474 
889 
212 
168 
787 
522 
212 

71 

212 
475 
767 
128 
964 
477 
117 
151 
772 
255 
53 
805 
756 
218 

1515 
509 
191 
406 
875 
898 

1241 
65 
619 
157 
264 
226 
308 
182 
811 
573 
274 
546 
489 
61 
577 
466 
145 
747 
582 
846 


Whig. 

Dem. 

Wlii</. 

Dem. 

Whig. 

Dem. 

Scon. 

Pierce. 

'I'ujlur. 

Vasa. 

Clay. 

I'olk. 

With 

Orange. 

Unorga 

nized. 

219 

98 

Unorga 

nized. 

992 

869 

1034 

369 

1012 

481 

558 

896 

660 

858 

522 

477 

910 

574 

923 

463 

932 

527 

493 

444 

524 

802 

475 

4;39 

371 

582 

280 

341 

280 

436 

862 

301 

319 

237 

851 

283 

761 

389 

1210 

2s6 

1234 

228 

567 

376 

996 

434 

961 

412 

642 

871 

766 

877 

718 

874 

493 

146 

503 

96 

593 

219 

503 

107 

493 

70 

556 

101 

414 

888 

474 

817 

434 

315 

226 

931 

293 

10s7 

2»3 

1182 

AVith 

Lincoln. 

Unorga 

nized. 

1003 

725 

10:33 

519 

1136 

729 

534 

290 

549 

175 

390 

225 

225 

219 

295 

171 

305 

166 

211 

494 

814 

421 

866 

624-: 
863 

178 

857 

169 

274 

135 

5S3 

694 

696 

616 

632 

222 

811 

1488 

812 

1191 

703 

1101 

134 

490 

193 

466 

157 

551 

1019 

497 

1087 

520 

1091 

610 

414 

259 

443 

251 

529 

262 

1S6 

930 

813 

939 

223 

936 

89 

1464 

143 

1335 

126 

1503 

With 

Stokes. 

Unorga 

nized. 

863 

704 

341 

663 

886 

700 

AVith 

Lincoln. 

Unorga 

nized. 

863 

868 

879 

289 

855 

855 

991 

945 

959 

831 

936 

942 

325 

826 

318 

237 

8U2 

276 

1552 

345 

1714 

873 

2134 

515 

497 

424 

582 

446 

592 

456 

814 

302 

418 

213 

842 

267 

493 

210 

541 

116 

555 

141 

290 

236 

816 

144 

309 

253 

835 

227 

495 

236 

313 

164 

909 

280 

1137 

211 

1582 

830 

With  Ha 

ywood. 

Unorga 

nized. 

708 

870 

646 

746 

595 

650 

191 

201 

242 

136 

203 

142 

282 

897 

232 

334 

225 

356 

621 

1418 

823 

1593 

790 

1736 

309 

240 

427 

207 

374 

224 

With 

Yancey. 

Unorga 

nized. 

289 

567 

861 

515 

810 

580 

630 

1115 

775 

945 

909 

1201 

With 

Burke. 

559 

161 

With 

Burke. 

620 

132 

588 

82 

658 

139 

546 

434 

588 

406 

540 

500 

83 

1030 

113 

79S 

74 

894 

833 

1400 

464 

1255 

882 

1122 

455 

530 

493 

483 

519 

8W        ; 

175 

597 

211 

686 

194 

717 

1441 

1307 

1667 

1585 

1686 

1639 

539 

316 

570 

244- 

663 

232 

324 

270 

434 

253 

440 

223     , 

Wh!g. 
llarribon. 


1194 
578 
761 
496 
846 
850 
1623 
1436 
891 

Fr.  BnrkB 

612 
454 
276 

1124 

414 

830 

From 

and  Kut 

204 

666 

612 

142 

1441 

687 

253 

185 

874 

373 

983 

297 
2300 

604 

431 
In  Bun 

896 

481 
1780 

597 

243 

No 

1000 

433 

291 

1000 

Unorga 

1136 

529 
78 

293 

550 

14:3 
16-39 

693 

596 


Dan. 
Van  a. 


895 
460 
809 
885 
414 
230 
809 
452 
.854 

i  Wilken. 

100 

186 

1169 

568 

118 

158 

Lincoln 

herford. 

315 

540 

950 

468 

890 

225 

807 

1374 


828 

778 
215 
414 
356 
221 
combe. 
199 
89 


549 

132 

return. 

1958 

168 

596 

1246 

nizod. 

105 

496 

79T 

1042 

833 

690 

1448 

149 

134 
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KORTE  CAROLJyA— (Continued.) 


185G. 


1852. 


COUNTIES. 


PeraoD 

put 

Piolk 

Randolph  .  . 
Bichinond. .. 

Robeson 

Rockingham 

Rowan  

Rutherford. . 
8aoip6oa  . . . 

SUnly 

Stokes 

Surry 

Tyirel 

UdIod 

Wake 

Warren  

Watauga 

Washiugtoo.. 

Wayne 

WUkes 

Yadkin 

Yancy 


A  ni. 

iKillinote 


Itnch'Hn 


Whig. 

.Sr.m. 


nem. 

PllTCf. 


Total 86S96 


648 

279 

780 

670 

156 

124 

8.S« 

1025 

176 

6t)0 

678 

666 

1001 

859 

779 

865 

576 

412 

927 

&^S 

lUS 

781 

658 

881 

706 

862 

99 

277 

655 

286 

147a 

7>9 

841 

7S 

148 

8CS 

286 

8&t 

1172 

203 

8S0 

992 

4«8 

694 

616 

20S 

86SS6 

48246 

263 

C79 

Unorga 

1036 

678 

660 

842 

836 

761 

604 

714 
lOsl 
1046 

286 

Witli  Me 

1032 

167 

Mith 

802 

2S6 
1078 

■With 

236 


471 

602 

nlsed. 

277 

146 

782 

828 

672 

801 

667 

68 

1237 

937 

87 

cklenb'g 

1357 

691 

Aslie. 

210 

1007 

242 

Surrv. 

857 


89058       89744 


18-18.        1 

Whig. 

Drm. 

T«)  Itir. 

('iiu 

846 

618 

630 

479 

1196 

225 

699 

71 

683 

645 

880 

706 

859 

600 

968 

126 

612 

741 

725 

14 

1014 

912      ; 

1132 

852 

800 

96     1 

775 

945     t 

1028 

1247 

156 

C67 

L'norga 

nized. 

873 

149 

258 

9o;j 

1      1060 

121     ' 

'    Unorga 

nizeU. 

31m 

uj. 

48550 

84669     1 

1 

1844. 


Whig. 
t'Ia>. 


275 
684 

1171 
N»2 
W9 
430 
638 

1810 
638 

(m 

10V4 
996 
283 


Dtm. 
folk. 


649 
476 

812 

117 

699 

1022 

686 
296 
878 

48 

1153 

880 

92 


Unorga  nlzed. 
1(>44 
12S 

829 

254 

1208 

838 


43232 


1874 
MO 

124 
911 

isl 

427 


1840. 


Whig. 

llMrrtMiii.l 


Iltm. 
\»n  II. 


214 
627 

1844 

820 

679 

647 

942 
18U8 

663 

In  Mont 

1212 

1191 

880 

1026 
105 

432 

806 

1450 

415 


892S7 


46876 


597 
891 

269 

ItVi 

606 

905 

6()2 

640 

741 

gomery. 

1061 

812 

88 

1149 
7M 

64 

781 
114 

290 

83782 


Buchanan  ovt-r  Fillmore,  11,360  ;  Pierce  over  Scott,  6S6 ;  Taylor  over  Cass,  8,6S1 ;  Clay  over  Polk,  8,945 ;  Harrison 
over  Van  Uuren,  12,594.     Mr.  Hale  received  59  votes  in  this  State,  in  1^52,  and  Mr.  Van  Buren  85,  la  1848. 


TEISrjSTESSEE. 


COUNTIES. 

Avu 

Dm. 

Whi<i. 

Drm. 

H7.I7. 

Dem. 

I    Whiq. 

Drm. 

Whig. 

Dm. 

miniore. 

Bucli'an. 

Scott. 

Pierce. 

Taylor. 

Cmtr. 

1       ClB}. 

I'olk. 

llariUon. 

Vhii  K. 

Anderson 

649 
854 

ai8 

271 

602 
464 

207 
209     1 

602 
6<)S 

250 
229 

620 
529 

325 
259 

625 
&44 

227 

Bledsoe 

202 

Blount. 

1246 

623 

627 

666 

965 

663 

1046 

735 

1198 

&40 

658 
1557 

107S 
1379 

547 

1390 

773 
1356 

760 
1497 

927 
1381 

572 
1455 

958 
1526 

467 
1878 

791 

Bedford 

2156 

Benton 

4.'>3 

632 

»10 

4^5 

892 

459 

292 

481 

259 

801 

Campbell 

345 

434 

813 

252 

473 

279 

837 

819  ■ 

481 

828 

Carter 

729 

228 

685 

140 

745 

129 

789 

177 

637 

99 

Cheatham 

423 

405 

Cnorga 

nized. 

Claiborne 

MS 

795 

735 
*39 

503 
743 

619 
196 

700 
615 

744 

169 

678 
644 

857 
187 

681 
917 

788 

Cocke 

60 

Cannon 

42S 

609 

iUi 

727 

409 

627 

818 

761 

Unorga 

nlzed. 

Coffee 

807 

990 

205 

722 

832 

943 

2x0 

1000 

Unorga 

nized. 

Carroll  

1710 

6r.3 

1498 

649 

1493 

600 

1356 

624 

1861 

862 

Cumberland 

243 

261 

Unorga 

nized. 

l)avidson  .  •  • . 

8259 
654 
882 

2074 
795 
816 

2623 

559 

1018 

2059 
6-<9 
769 

2698 
571 
88« 

1976 
673. 
674 

;    2266 
4-sS 
839 

1663 
491 
706 

1960 

Unorga 

896 

1274 

De  Kalb    

nized. 

Dickson 

653 

Decatur  

458 

495 

400 

815 

Unorga 

nized. 

Dyer 

666 

699 

608 

411 

Ssa 

271 

856 

272 

446 

206 

Fentress    

119 

533 

153 

414 

118 

432 

60 

466 

140 

823 

FrankUn 

831 

1427 

830 

1133 

890 

1207 

863 

1128 

645 

1461 

Favctte 

1082 

1080 

1006 

1034 

1217 

1060 

1205 

1151 

1140 

902 

Granger 

1117 

786 

653 

477 

1094 

489 

998 

648 

1095 

449 

Greene 

880 

1652 

7  SO 

1807 

968 

14S3 

iiai 

1701 

1082 

1559 

GUea 

1236 

1584 

1803 

1447 

1389 

1511 

1801 

1837 

1190 

vua 

Grundy 

29 

425 

44 

827 

Unorga 

nized. 

Gibson   

16:!2 

916 

lOM 

12-4 
1144 

ia'4 

1570 
779 
774 

901 
831 
U9 

142:) 

]2.'i2 

685 

6x8 

1243 

634 

1820 

1178 

644 

611 

18S3 

624 

1272 

1053 

606 

418 

Hawkins    

1251 

Hamilton 

478 

Hancock 

241 

525 

241 

836 

Unorga 

nlzed. 

Hardin 

748 

9<»5 

643 

608 

621 

770 

605 

782 

662 

681 

Hickman 

289 

10S6 

241 

8S9 

801 

088 

255 

1084 

298 

953 

Humphreys 

280 

695 

208 

471 

809 

482 

805 

623    ' 

191 

83S 

Hardeman 

691 

1813 

697 

W2 

1838 
605 

1827 
920 

716 

1193 

699 

790 

1024 
611 

1618 
732 

728 

1286 

660 

600 

1016 
460 

1849 
672 

689 

1209 

685 

756 

1077 

492 
1812 

669     ' 

676 

1818 

662 

807 

660 

Henderson          

277 

Henry 

1079 

Haywood 

676 

1671 
4.'>9 

667 
178 

1170 
865 

812 
98 

1469 

862 

215 
66 

1603 
870 

247 
79 

1811 
890 

131 

Johnson    

49 

Jackson 

1261 

liso 

1118 

708 

1269 

801 

1211 

607 

1802 

591 

2551 

514 

25 

8»S 
676 
242 

1863 

W9 

48 

665 
6^ 

166 

2140 

696 

Unorga 

489 

644 

nlzed. 

2015 
4s9 

607 

617 

1 

2096 
637 

814 

Lawrence 

873 

LewU 

lincoln  

*U 

2670 

606 

2297 

680 

25-4 

658 

2494    ' 

881 

2631 

Lauderdale 

895 

411 

230 

277 

279 

274 

2-*6 

211 

Cnorga 

nUed. 

McMinn 

970 
121 

1059 
636 

79fl 
141 

666 
44i 

960 
150 

1024 
&:« 

673 

120 

11.61 
620 

1022     1 
119    i 

89T 

Meigs 

536 

232 


A  POLITICAL  TEXT-BOOK   FOR   1860. 


TENNESSEE~{Continued). 


COUNTIES. 


Marion 

Monroe 

Morgan 

Maury 

Montgomery 

Marshall 

Macon 

McNairy .  . . 

Madison 

Overton  . . . . 

Obion 

Polk 

Perry 

Hhea 

Rhoane 

Robertson  . . 
Rutherford.. 

Sevier 

Scott 

Sullivan 

Smith 

Stewart 

Sumner 

Shelby 

Tipton 

Van  Buren. . 
Washington , 

Warren, 

Wayne 

White 

Williamson.. 

Wilson 

Weakley.. .. 

Total 


1856. 


Am. 
FiUraore. 


Derh. 
Buch'an. 


523 

&6T 

162 

1316 

13G8 

649 

559 

969 

1561 

322 

533 

402 

362 

811 

1028 

1089 

1469 

921 

156 

648 

1596 

606 

859 

2114 

424 

103 

828 

411 

714 

808 

1646 

2186 

859 


66178 


444 

1041 
263 

1823 
944 

1278 
526 

1125 
981 

1505 
950 
798 
525 
448 
829 
928 

1368 
164 
224 

1477 
729 
895 

1894 

2044 
663 
265 

1834 

1130 
563 
740 
775 

1134 

1628 


73638 


1852. 


Whig. 

bcoti. 


453 

805 

240 

1824 

1260 

666 

616 

956 

1426 

845 

431 

272 

825 

800 

820 

1013 

1495 

621 

804 

260 

1742 

323 

825 

1824 

357 

107 

565 

844 

666 

949 

1583 

224S 

783 


58898 


7>e>n. 
I'itrce. 


292 
847 
222 

1799 
993 

1-340 
374 
967 
619 

1039 
644 
470 
814 
807 
678 
769 

1313 

80 

100 

1114 
520 
607 

1563 

1628 
565 
165 
853 
922 
880 
618 
763 
923 

1149 


57018 


1848. 

1844. 

Whig. 

Dem. 

Whiq. 

Dem. 

Taylor. 

Cass. 

Clay. 

Polk. 

662 

836 

503 

881 

962 

960 

859 

1US6 

229 

187 

211 

232 

1516 

1970 

1292 

1988 

1288 

969 

1271 

1029 

T30 

1408 

635 

1398 

Unorga 

nized. 

939 

786 

773 

741 

1562 

737 

1867 

768 

467 

1112 

836 

1145 

857 

487 

282 

536 

867 

517 

260 

488 

483 

2S7 

744 

613 

298 

824 

232 

368 

998 

671 

900 

735 

1236 

a39 

1198 

871 

1754 

1439 

1730 

1500 

787 

57 

738 

78 

Unorga 

nized. 

436 

1875 

850 

1533 

2380 

719 

2328 

788 

574 

705 

519 

704 

922 

1994 

881 

2017 

1828 

1607 

1625 

1352 

852 

482 

860 

602 

130 

198 

116 

190 

862 

1016 

881 

1225 

407 

1161 

835 

1190 

673 

886 

665 

446 

1064 

603 

857 

468 

1883 

793 

1986 

859 

2517 

998 

2607 

1042 

669 

1080 

660 

1084 

64705 

6S419 

60030 

69917 

1840. 


Whig. 
Harrison. 


Dem. 
Van  li. 


503 

923 

211 

1497 

1101 


Unorga  nized. 


368 
928 
161 
2025 
790 


906 

477 

1812 

637 

829 

988 

267 

85T 

Unorga 

nized. 

781 

348 

209 

883 

1047 

645 

1167 

650 

1706 

1475 

926 

45 

327 

1386 

2657 

688 

4,57 

642 

794 

1738 

950 

6S1 

673 

688 

Unorga 

nized. 

892 

1083 

513 

1944 

760 

260 

1201 

886 

2017 

681 

2550 

870 

628 

723 

60891 


48289 


Buchanan  over  Fillmore,  7,460;  Scott  over  Pierce,  1,880;  Taylor  over  Cass,  6,286;  Clay  over  Polk,  113;  Harrison 
over  Van  Buren,  12,102. 


XjOXJISI-A.3SrA.. 


COUNTIES. 


Ascension 

Assumption  . . . . 

Avoyelles 

Bienville 

Bossier 

Caddo  

Calcasieu 

Caldwell   

Claiborne 

Carroll 

Catahoula 

Concordia 

De  Soto 

E.  Baton  Rouge 

E.  Feliciana 

Franklin 

Iberville 

Jackson 

Jefferson 

Lafayette 

La  Fourche  . . . . 

Livingston 

Madison 

Morehouse 

Natchitoches  ... 

Orleans 

Orleans  R.  B.  . . 

Ouachita 

Plaquemine.... 

Pt.  Coupee 

Rapides 

Sabine 

St.  Bernard 

St.  Landry 

St.  Helena 

.  St.  Tammany  . . 


Am. 

Dem. 

Whiq. 

Dem. 

Fillmore. 

liuch'an. 

Scott. 

Pierce. 

276 

479 

296 

860 

195 

837 

511 

653 

823 

584 

800 

887 

296 

706 

172 

813 

202 

475 

ISO 

248 

493 

458 

844 

842 

25 

296 

34 

221 

102 

808 

54 

158 

678 

852 

830 

506 

288 

441 

219 

261 

411 

448 

280 

310 

155 

185 

121 

86 

296 

510 

241 

288 

540 

693 

484 

485 

846 

464 

842 

443 

183 

264 

110 

192 

265 

617 

818 

426 

887 

638 

174 

841 

937 

122 

928 

943 

123 

453 

117 

277 

800 

753 

676 

185 

231 

891 

159 

887 

239 

210 

171 

147 

851 

a32 

196 

1.37 

420 

588 

289 

407 

6858 

2475 

4663 

4682 

194 

151 

67 

161 

260 

890 

190 

240 

205 

248 

151 

872 

266 

621 

242 

864 

684 

763 

401 

623 

189 

84S 

237 

251 

123 

12S 

130 

120 

807 

110.S 

692 

668 

809 

272 

209 

246 

804 

227 

264 

213 

Whig. 

Taylor. 


288 
469 
299 
114 

17 
281 

41 

90 
221 
268 
320 
188 
149 
400 
849 
124 
429 
127 
717 
108 
739 
144 
283 
178 
884 
6561 
Unorga 
168 
187 
288 
883 
246 
124 
754 
169 
275 


Dem. 

Cass. 


236 
286 
859 
189 

800 
181 
149 
323 
235 
886 

96 
217 
406 
894 
162 
2S5 
193 
660 
220 
161 
243 
192 
101 
495 
4579 
nized. 
176 
860 
870 
543 
271 

89 
876 
188 
183 


Whig. 

Clay. 


239 

285 

189 

Unorga 

69 
210 

42 

69 
196 
190 
243 
188 

52 
825 
829 
134 
253 
Unorga 
434 
193 
471 
100 
206 
107 
452 
8026 

106 
87 
174 
419 
255 
185 
789 
154 
169 


Dem. 
Polk. 


264 
279 
864 

nized. 
103 
155 
128 
194 
875 
221 
304 
95 
150 
899 
419 
153 
235 

nized. 
403 
899 
137 
229 
198 
31 
650 
2612 

206 
1007 
175 
586 
883 
84 
406 
222 
199 


Whig. 
Harrison. 


218 
289 
250 

Unorga 
With  Na 
With 
No 
No 
96 
259 
269 
Unorga 
824 
860 
Unorga 
204 

252 

No 

583 

127 

147 

Unorga 

667 
2681 

243 

40 
147 
475 
Unorga 
178 
836 
172 
204 


Dem. 
Van  B. 


218 
840 
225 

nized. 

tchito'es 

Landry. 

return. 

return. 
114 
231 
113 

nized. 
808 
480 

nized. 
183 

86 

return. 

44 

207 

lU 

nized. 

610 

1148 

180 
250 
159 

882 


nized. 


91 
4.34 
288 

SO 


rOPULAR   VOTE   FOR  PRESIDENT. 
L  0  UISIAKA-{  Omtinued.) 


233 


18 

56. 

18 

52. 

1 

1818. 

1844. 

1840. 

COUNTIES. 

.4  m. 

Filliuore 

Pern. 
Hui'k'an 

Scou. 

/'nil. 

PiCiCtf. 

Tnjli.i. 

/>«m. 

Cms. 

Whig. 
fUy. 

Drm. 

Fulk. 

"Ai-7. 
iliiirinun. 

I)n„. 
Viiu  H. 

St.  Charles 

67 
8S0 
196 
449 
Ml 
167 
897 
645 
116 
200 
142 
196 
167 

104 
172 
217 
874 
428 
205 
8S2 
623 
284 
147 
804 
290 
814 

101 
821 
202 
890 
479 
120 
197 
435 
!       186 
220 
125 
190 
67 

89 

158     1 
160     , 
243 
298     . 
107 

87 
465 
126     , 
118    I 
258    1 
802 
138 

185 
431 
2-.'S 
470 
4.06 

'  177 
86:J 

1  807 
430 
265 
158 
282 

1  Unorga 

85     1 
117 
128 
166 
240     1 
111 
129 
287    ; 

52 

109 

190 

261 

nized. 

90 
851 
142 
862 
479 
167 
2f>5 
206 
176 
209 
127 
243 

42 
181 
118 
142 
8l« 
108 
164 
218 
104 
KH 
280 
8U8 

69 
879 
1158 
808 
468 

88 

St.  Jamc« 

87 

St.  John  Uapliste 

St.  Mary.    . 

St.  Martin 

45 

hi 

108 

Tensas 

Terrebomie     

Unorga 
813 

nizcd. 

90 

I'nion 

74                7f. 

Vemiillion 

West  Baton  Rouge. . . . 
Washington 

Unorga 

1(58 

160 

nized. 

(4 
184 

Vest  Feliciana . 

Winn 

286 

Total 

20709 

22161 

17265 

18647 

1S217 

15870 

180b8 

187*2 

11296 

7616 

Buchanan  over  Fillmore,  1,455;   Pierce  over  Scott,  1,892 ;  Taylor  over  Cass,  2,847 ;  Polk  over  Clay,  699 ;  Harrison 
over  Van  Buren,  8,6d0. 


ICEISTTTUCKI"^. 


COUNTIES. 


Adair 

Allen 

Anderson 

Ballard 

Barren 

Bath 

Boone  

Bourbon  

Boyle 

Bracken  

Breathitt 

Breckenridge. 

Bullitt 

Butler 

Caldwell 

Calloway 

Campbell 

Carroll 

Carter 

Casey 

Christian 

Clark 

Qay 

Clinton 

Crittenden  . . . 
Cumberland. . 

Daviess 

Eilmonson  . . . 

F.-tlll 

Fayette 

Fleming 

Flovd 

Franklin 

Pulton 

Gallatin 

Garrard 

Grant 

Graves  ... 
Grayson  . 

Green 

Greenup 

Hancock 

Hardin 

Harlan 

Harrison 

Hart     

Henderson .. . 

Henrj- 

Hickman  .. .. 

Hopkins 

Jefferson 

Jessamine  . . . 

Johnson 

Kenton  ..  .... 

Knox 

Larue 


Am. 

Dem. 

Whiq. 

Drm. 

Fillmore. 

Uucb'an. 

Scoll. 

Pierce. 

455 

1083 

457 

597 

687 

718 

280 

4&t 

299 

787 

292 

606 

82;J 

655 

260 

828 

1661 

1233 

1119 

967 

(Ai. 

1023 

587 

785 

937 

818 

800 

769 

957 

601 

978 

623 

676 

862 

608 

828    I 

876 

742 

638 

617     ! 

112 

602 

96 

2:J4 

IIXIS 

62S 

842 

440 

645 

661 

408 

446 

671 

451 

812 

269 

4M 

607 

781 

874 

2<>6 

1209 

189 

815 

9<)6 

1219 

677 

1098 

489 

611 

446 

478 

293 

787 

ISO 

497 

601 

415 

474 

280 

ISSO 

1093 

973 

806 

946 

413 

1       842 

822 

421 

869 

1      27S 

1n5 

261 

622 

27r 

848 

606 

6&4 

'      896 

4.86 

685 

885 

1      601 

l.')7 

964 

965 

1027 

711 

161 

421 

,      208 

218 

474 

M8 

858 

829 

1404 

10O6 

1876 

809 

949 

848 

888 

693 

85 

989 

j      1»» 

222 

888 

794 

638 

759 

840 

460 

:    1.V2 

2.*) 

810 

269 

872 

411      1 

866 

423 

868 

236 

689 

676 

,      437 

672      ; 

475 

18S0 

446 

971      1 

477 

651 

4.S3 

894      1 

4ns 

689 

422 

4s7 

86« 

865 

687 

660 

425 

407 

249 

205 

1226 

932 

1007 

619 

»n 

264 

827 

65 

965 

1095 

8<r2 

947 

Uii 

616 

465 

678 

865 

767 

616 

685 

727 

1050 

744 

988 

244 

681 

1.W 

879 

8.')7 

1183 

787 

800 

49S2 

2972 

8665 

8791 

614 

663 

KA 

47« 

14 

708 

U 

299 

1246 

1M8 

975 

1884    ' 

6S8 

271. 

4*7 

IM    j 

M6 

4S9 

417 

843    ! 

ir7ii.7. 
Taylor. 


663 
423 

8;u 

277 
1402 

724 

935 
1172 

778 

795 

148 
Hh)0 

499 

849 

826 

227 

611 

4.S3 

243 

629 
1132 
1046 

877 

2S6 

842 

642 

9^6 

249 

485 
1641 
1169 

200 

926 
Unorga 

860 
11^7 

4S5 

40S 

f>07 

617 

MO 

804 
1239 

8.';0 

891 

6'>6 

781 

827 

169 

796 
1161 

682 

106 

985 

&48 

473 


Drm. 

CHUB. 


649 
Wi3 
547 
281 
1048 
782 
769 
486 
847 
472 
l.M 
422 
899 
204 
841 
664 
814 
428 
610 
196 
7^6 
819 
125 
294 
899 

i:>s 

605 
209 
288 
781 
700 
225 
664 
nlzed. 
863 
191 
629 
772 
845 
612 
616 
166 
681 
66 
896 
628 
659 

1022 
868 
766 
970 
489 
214 

1223 
169 


Whig. 

Drm. 

Clay. 

Polk. 

1       643 

6.39 

401 

6.'i6 

281 

662 

282 

400     i 

1806 

1108 

611 

763 

888 

712 

1203 

621      , 

617 

862      1 

758 

443      1 

120 

281 

924 

iHi 

628 

436 

851 

290 

780 

966 

2tt4 

772    ' 

858 

618     ■ 

882 

870    1 

148 

608     ' 

463 

214 

1122 

825 

996 

814 

3:» 

92 

262 

815    1 

2s4 

899  : 

690 

107 

8<iS 

622 

174 

251     I 

892 

216     1 

1695 

824    1 

1143 

771    1 

190 

840 

616 

684    ' 

848 

851 

1     1123 

229 

896 

498 

886 

SS4 

4.32 

866 

827 

1012 

698 

8S5     1 

277 

218    ; 

1095 

703      ' 

884 

75     '■ 

859 

975 

679 

W3      ' 

719 

6:« 

708 

1044 

804 

740 

701 

814      1 

''      1092 

1042 

616 

469     : 

85 

262 

6>7 

920 

6b9 

1*>4 

1       868 

883     1 

^V}iig. 
iluiribon. 


228 
201 
181 
Unorga 
787 
4*5 
6>0 
992 

486 
Unorga 
766 
209 
184 

99 

484 

Unorga 

Unorga 

176 

670 

833 

202 

No 

804 

445 

122 

No 

1260 

698 

60 

609 

483 

614 

247 

163 

208 

274 

857 

153 

698 

174 

445 

210 

864 

627 

198 

408 

610 

618 
Unorga 
Unorga 

S09 


Drm. 
Van  a. 


404 
878 
875 
nlzed. 
825 
470 
4kS 
416 

275 

nlzed. 
176 
819 
184 
497 
780 
1026 

nlzed. 

nizcd. 
220 
470 
226 
163 

return. 

144 
844 
144 
return. 
680 
4<U 
M9 
660 

626 
218 
225 
868 
153 
800 
265 

72 
626 

68 
714 
88T 
860 
794 
621 
881 
684 
880 


nlifd. 

ntied. 


95 
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KENTUCKY— (^Continued.) 


IS 

56. 

1852. 

1848. 

1 

1844. 

1840. 

COUNTIES. 

Am. 

Pern. 

Whig. 

Dem. 

IFTiiV. 

Dem. 

Whig. 

Dem. 

Whiq. 

Dem. 

Fillmore. 

Buch'an. 

Scott. 

Fierce. 

Taj  lor. 

Cuss. 

:     Clay. 

Polk. 

Harri&on. 

\  Kll   K. 

Laurel 

408 

865 

872 

187 

488 

145 

884 

124 

171 

100 

Lawrence 

466 

478 

885 

862 

414 

818 

847 

845 

63 

207 

Letcher. 

79 

5S6 

2S7 
631 

63 
400 

78 
503 

No 

521 

return. 
566 

29 
506 

161 
643 

Unorga  nized. 

LewU 

,  345 

802 

Lincoln  

796 

459 

674 

838 

832 

825 

769 

8,35 

613 

817 

Livingston 

457 

872 

312 

267 

403 

265 

424 

327 

225 

861 

Logan  

1613 

506 

1294 

884 

1402 

858 

1407 

874 

902 

289 

Lyon 

263 

890 

Unorga 

nized. 

Madison 

10S7 

832 

976 

541 

1313 

564 

1203 

633 

972 

420 

Marion 

418 

1154 

782 

763 

765 

629 

715 

737 

No 

return. 

Marshall 

104 

943 

91 

425 

120 

496 

94 

600 

1308 
660 

994 
505 

1837 
385 

896 
416 

1631 
407 

953 
803 

1608 
256 

799 
195 

1231 
149 

608 

McCracken 

106 

McLean 

404 

476 

Unorga 

nized. 

Meade 

714 

402 

647 

230 

713 

225 

650 

223 

839 

128 

Mercer 

615 

1121 

594 

914 

734 

1088 

557 

985 

739 

938 

Montgomery 

546 

451 

518 

889 

6SS 

548 

673 

597 

522 

888 

Monroe 

561 

661 

377 

850 

586 

879 

451 

473 

Unorga 

nized. 

Morgan 

289 

1063 

816 

609 

413 

490 

247 

512 

57 

835 

Muhlenburg 

733 

747 

814 

553 

746 

437 

657 

439 

844 

227 

Nelson 

793 

1041 

958 

487 

1149 

464 

1326 

603 

765 

425 

Nicholas 

666 

709 

592 

721 

673 

704 

678 

703 

428 

439 

Ohio 

813 

901 

701 

624 

718 

542 

601 

613 

813 

247 

Oldham 

887 

528 

888 

486 

476 

488 

426 

625 

854 

500 

Owen 

554 

1579 

605 

1186 

533 

810 

485 

937 

174 

649 

Owsley 

835 

401 

294 

826 

330 

248 

165 

129 

Unorga 

nized. 

Pendleton 

746 

732 

262 

570 

875 

599 

287 

530 

133 

849 

Perry 

173 

295 

130 

77 

No 

return. 

113 

84 

83 

172 

Pike 

161 

706 

221 

194 

225 

140 

251 

283 

24 

213 

Powell 

167 

177 

111 

133 

Unorga 

nized. 

Pulaski 

956 

1336 

707 

622 

947 

734 

727 

708 

514 

44*5 

Rock  Castle 

417 
106 

184 
237 

826 
Unorga 

97 
nized. 

497 

95 

451 

73 

400 

158 

Rowan  

Russell 

448 

429 

4;37 

195 

519 

180 

431 

173 

226 

127 

Scott 

674 

1049 

729 

883 

797 

734 

803 

938 

544 

993 

Shelby 

1262 
437 
891 

773 
637 
434 

1184 
889 
831 

753 
880 
840 

14;i4 
448 
460 

716 
428 
851 

1441 
455 
469 

796 
418 
508 

1327 
327 
292 

586 

Simpson 

257 

Spencer 

817 

Taylor   

817 
762 

672 
673 

264 
652 

527 
422 

Unorga  nized. 

784 

406 

550 

Todd 

808 

409 

212 

Trigg 

681 

859 

560 

629 

588 

632 

657 

651 

271 

359 

Trimble 

275 

599 

800 

491 

861 

486 

268 

507 

Unorga 

nized. 

653 
1354 

925 
695 

499 
982 

612 
600 

501 
1226 

458 
603 

507 
1132 

584 
687 

205 
763 

268 

Warren 

441 

Washington 

441 

1145 

637 

680 

721 

678 

660 

709 

253 

638 

Wayne 

615 
572 

699 
838 

463 
No 

842 
return. 

689 

584 

405 
93 

535 
431 

342 

99 

3S3 
269 

349 

Whitley 

80 

672 

420 

706 

410 

778 

837 

750 

473 

615 

825 

Total 

67416 

74642 

57068 

53806 

67141 

49720 

61255 

51988 

58489 

82616 

Buchanan  over  Fillmore,  7,226 ;  Scott  over  Pierce,  8,262 ;  Taylor  over  Cass,  17,421 ;  Clay  over  Polk,  9,267 ;  Harri- 
son over  Van  Buren,  25,873. 


A.E.is:A.3srs-A.s. 


COUNTIES 

Am. 

Dem. 

Whig. 

Dem. 

Whiij. 

Dem. 

Wliiq. 

Dem. 

Whig. 

Drm. 

Fillmore. 

Biich'an. 

Scott. 

Pierce. 

Tajlur. 

(^ass. 

Clay. 

Polk. 

Harrison. 

Van  B. 

Arkansas 

224 

226 

120 

140 

80 

74 

80 

93 

120 

78 

Ashley 

No 

return. 

83 

146 

Unorga 

nized. 

Benton 

75 

75:3 

91 

834 

90 

290 

96 

351 

72 

245 

Bradley 

843 

393 

183 

180 

227 

124 

144 

154 

Calhoun 

56 

291 

52 

151 

Unorga 

nized. 

Carroll 

184 

655 

124 

333 

139 

261 

No 

return. 

68 

22s 

Chicot 

157 

165 

85 

118 

146 

110 

210 

168 

191 

43 

Clark 

192 

523 

186 

205 

193 

223 

174 

217 

119 

87 

Columbia 

604 

676 

Unorga 

nized. 

Conway 

147 

408 

110 

259 

149 

171 

167 

283 

177 

201 

Crawford 

161 

371 

153 

236 

845 

457 

835 

665 

835 

84T 

Crittenden 

No 

218 
225 

return. 
835 
834 

95 
150 
185 

97 
194 
199 

104 
203 
203 

63 
265 
149 

109 

Unorga 

127 

129 

nized. 

55 

95 
173 

71 

Dallas 

Desha 

78 

Drew 

192 

877 

118 

185 

193 

249 

Unorga 

nized. 

Vote  10'yc 

ted  for  in- 

Franklin 

116 

449 

106 

224 

Returns 

rejected. 

146 

261  j 

fornwliiy 
umj.  for  V 

It  WO0«) 

iin  Bureo. 

Fulton 

51 

210 

13 

77 

52 

93 

No 

return. 

Greene 

No 
415 
131 

return. 
610 

473 

94 
29S 
12E 

211 
860 
269 

13 
875 
141 

46 
830 

178 

87 
814 
120 

206 
859 
237 

18 

210 

65 

105 

Hempstead  

25i 

Hot  Springs 

103 
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AJl^AA^SAS—i  OonHnutd.) 


1856. 

1 

1852. 

18-18. 

1841. 

1840. 

COUNTIES. 

Am. 

J>tm. 

nug. 

ttrvi. 

Whig. 

Drm. 

Whig. 

Dm. 

IIAiV. 

Drm. 

Killinote 

Ilucli'mi 

Si-oii. 

Pierce. 

Tiij  lor. 

LBU. 

Clu). 

Polk. 

Ilttiribon. 

Van  K. 

Independence 

612 

860 

452 

612 

422 

403 

278 

885 

870 

199 

l«ird 

04 

495 

69 

226 

No 

return. 

79 

174 

Juckson 

4.S6 

591 

2y3 

885 

194 

285 

124 

184 

1(17 

143 

JeflTerson 

8S1 
118 
120 
2S2 

515 
453 
176 

717 

224 
198 
1-18 
299 

806 
8S4 
170 

417 

195 

194 

85 

289 

177 

850 

93 

291 

180 

141 

81 

112 

147 

431 

70 

267 

178 

160 

48 

183 

lo9 

Jotitisou 

824 

25 

Lawn-noe 

214 

MadUon    

79 
126 
121 

649 
»93 
1^3 

76 
40 
44 

274 
187 

S3 

87 

49 

118 

214 

49 

110 

63 
No 
No 

866 
return, 
return. 

185 
21 
90 

253 

Marion 

112 

Missinsippl 

73 

Monroe 

129 

838 

57 

92 

118 

98 

92 

78 

124 

44 

Montgomery 

45 

853 

23 

111 

Returns 

rejected. 

428 

With  Ho 

t  spring. 

Kewton 

82 

501 

182 
701 

1          ^ 
'      452 

79 
496 

2 

;     671 

16 
220 

140 
1^4 

Ouachita 

P^rrv 

44 

125 

15 

83 

29 

80 

33 

65 

IMiillips 

461 
47 

626 
296 

1      8S8 
40 

878 

16S 

1          No 
67 

return. 
188 

280 
No 

276 
return. 

288 
23 

247 

Kkr 

ST 

Poinsett 

78 

243 

49 

182 

44 

116 

29 

171 

4 

180 

Polk 

No 

return. 

17 

94 

17 

69 

No 

return. 

168 

668 

1S3 

825 

240 

292 

241 

803 

1S8 

S6S 

Prairie 

229 

893 

1        78 

170 

41 

111 

Unorga 

nlzed. 

Pulaski 

666 

7.S9 

2.S5 

419 

433 

455 

488 

628 

606 

499 

Randolph 

67 

416 

!        82 

95 

60 

129 

59 

851 

45 

252 

PaUne  

213 

404 

187 

277 

147 

244 

130 

219 

1       142 

135 

Scott  

9S 

215 

23 

88 

61 

ISO 

85 

167 

82 

112 

Searcv 

61 

803 

75 

197 

No 

return. 

maj.  60 

Sebastian 

892 

802 

ISO 

283 

Bevier 

286 
803 

6'23 
493 

50 
172 

125 
807 

103 
203 

195 
260 

114 
99 

801 
269 

76 

82 

197 

St.  Francis 

246 

516 
73 

626 
805 

8S4 
No 

681 
return. 

653 
95 

ma, 

186 

214 
46 

409 
121 

124 
2S 

173 

Van  Buren 

151 

Washington 

867 

917 

826 

495 

877 

4S0 

873 

729 

422 

620 

White 

201 

403 

97 

189 

43 

60 

95 

123 

62 

4<i 

TeU 

147 

8^3 

166 

825 

18T 

186 

80 

249 

ToUl 

107S7 

21910 

1     7404 

12178 

7588    1     9800 

1    6504 

9M6 

6160 

6706 

Buchanan  over  Fillmore.  11,123;    Pierce  orer  Scott,  4,769;   Cass  over  Taylor,  1,712;    Polk  over  Clay,  4,042; 
Van  Buren  over  Harrison,  1,606. 


I-IISSOXJIII. 


COUNTIES. 

Am. 

Drm. 

rrhig. 

Drm. 

Whig. 

Drm. 

Whig. 

Drm. 

Whig 

Drm. 

Fillmore. 

Itucli'an 

Scot!. 

Pierce. 

Taylor. 

Cau. 

Clay. 

I'olk. 

tlariiruii. 

Van  U. 

Adair 

2n3 

410 

,       113 

201 

294 

450 

Unorpa  nized. 

Andrew 

423 

8^9 

406 

784 

a34 

689 

854 

941 

Unorga  nized. 

Atchbon 

132 
665 

845 
621 

106 

2<M) 

150 
160 

77 
185 

136 
166 

Unorga 
175 

nized. 
163 

182 

Audrain 

129 

Barry 

14S 

483 

72 

253 

55 

217 

142 

478 

98 

486 

Barton 

68 

64 

Unorga 

nlzed. 

Bates 

255 

409 

104 

116 

146 

1-6 

206 

807 

Unorga 

nixed. 

Benton 

159 
199 

467 
418 

167 
23 

823 
112 

2(13 

8-2 

252 

664 

160 

601 

Bollinger  

Unorga  nized. 

Boone  ...    

1829 

953 

1112 

613 

1102           583 

1190 

602 

1112 

600 

Buchanan 

763 

1086 

712 

857 

7o4         lu55    1 

599 

1162 

840 

1128 

Butler 

84 

148 

16 

26 

Unorga  nized.      1 

Caldwell 

237 

295 

157 

2119 

123 

163 

129 

212 

183 

154 

Calloway  

1095 

805 

670 

493 

649 

631 

940 

798 

6.-1 

626 

Camden          

210 

269 

67 

1119 

165 

2-2 

70 

247 

Unorga  nlzed. 

Cape  Girardeau 

6ft4 

893 

823 

4^7 

4>5 

709 

613 

914 

4r>5              764 

Carroll 

899 

6.'.9 

239 

2-6 

266 

293 

242 

811 

112               182 

Cass 

696 

661 

223 

as7 

No 

return. 

257 

448 

Unorga  nized. 

Cedar       

163 
440 

891 
659 

'       84S 

162 
493 

116 
417 

271 

in 

Unorga 
871 

nlzed. 
(>4)2 

\ 

1      246 

Chariton 

801 

Clark 

721 
756 

687 
675 

1       825 
1       626 

2>59 
406 

284 
'       626 

242 

413 

225 
765 

220 
552 

240 
457 

206 

Clay 

Clinton 

649 

406 

897 

1       28!} 

21'0 

290 

286 

810 

5<;7 

187 

268 

Cole 

259 

652 

,      216 

4f.-i 

277 

tA\ 

413 

11 -.'2 

i       848 

962 

Cooper  

787 
460 
888 

7T3 
434 
413 

1      (U5 
1       240 

i      175 

W5 
273 
276 

613 
1      263 
'       1(36 

638 
275 
806 

901 
287 
255 

1<i 
867 
690 

778 
240 

694 

Crawford 

264 

Pade 

Unorga  nlzed. 

Dallas 

132 
880 

77 

454 

672 
896 

102 

296 

74 

8U 

851 

96 

105 
269 

288 

853 

76 
816 

845 
440 

Inorga 
170 

nlzed. 

Daviess 

264 

Dent 

Unorga  nized. 

De  Kalb 

172 
101 

No 
631 
220 

8S6 
147 
return. 
846 
403 

66 
No 
81 
277 
89 
1 

167 

return. 

85 

619 

804 

87           146 

42            42 

i  Unorga  nlzed. 

Unorga 
Unorga 

71 

nlzed. 
nlzed. 

796 
826 

855 
136 

Dunklin 

Dodpe 

Franklin 

839 
87 

680 
849 

652 

Gasconade 

636 

236 
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MISSO  UBI—(,Continued). 


COUNTIES. 


Gentry 

Green 

Grundy   

Harrison 

Henry 

Hickory 

Holt 

Howard 

Jackson  

Jasper 

Jefiferson 

Johnson  

Knox 

Laclede 

Lafayette 

Lawrence 

Lewis 

Lincoln  

Linn  

Livingston  . . . 
McDonald  . . . 

Macon 

Madison 

Maries 

Marion 

Mercer 

Miller 

Mississippi  . . . 

Moniteau 

Monroe 

Montgomery  . 

Morgan 

New  Madrid  . 

Newton 

Nodaway . . . . 

Osage  

Oregon 

Ozark  

Pemiscott.... 

Perry 

Pettis , 

Pike 

Platte  

Polk 

Pulaski 

Putnam 

Rolls  ........ 

Randolph  . . . . 

Ray 

Reynolds  . 

Riplev 

St.  Charles.... 

St.  Clair 

St  Francois  . . 
St.  Genevieve 

St.  Louis 

Saline 

Schuyler 

Scotland 

Scott 

Shannon 

Shelby 

Stoddard  . . . . 

Stone 

Sullivan 

Taney  

Texas 

Vernon 

Warren 

Washington.. . 

Wayne 

Webster 

Wright 

Total 


1856. 

Am. 

Dem. 

Killraore. 

liuch'an. 

896 

757 

1003 

1029 

350 

835 

318 

495 

402 

869 

180 

833 

240 

409 

T98 

867 

894 

1168 

294 

398 

623 

387 

844 

540 

391 

471 

22o 

821 

1293 

654 

858 

674 

642 

761 

672 

846 

883 

400 

480 

601 

61 

299 

435 

934 

355 

418 

6T 

246 

1321 

727 

417 

450 

108 

224 

31T 

827 

8S7 

427 

1012 

762 

6ft3 

365 

227 

403 

295 

234 

236 

628 

183 

438 

219 

412 

37 

324 

51 

149 

111 

119 

207 

686 

432 

819 

1131 

1113 

1040 

1263 

412 

662 

68 

263 

257 

488 

534 

869 

606 

695 

744 

874 

82 

114 

41 

806 

583 

772 

210 

847 

401 

541 

308 

856 

6834 

5534 

8.53 

599 

287 

472 

852 

682 

846 

222 

14 

40 

482 

873 

151 

315 

3 

137 

260 

553 

34 

888 

91 

479 

172 

802 

878 

369 

4S7 

578 

100 

287 

189 

468 

64 

267 

48524 

6S1C4 

1852. 


Whig. 

Scoit. 


133 
484 
215 
111 
266 

75 
189 
675 
728 
169 
172 
860 
210 

71 
803 
168 
398 
440 
249 
251 

63 
855 
117 
Unorga' 
894 
186 

62 
117 
1*9 
760 
886 
133 

93 
107 

61 
143 

11 

32 

67 
171 
245 
803 
910 
260 

39 
104 
341 
476 
463 
5 

16 
878 
149 
2-'J0 
122 
4298 
514 
177 
216 

59 

207 
116 

17 
127 

11 

95 

63 
801 
860 

Unorga 
95 


Dem. 
Pierce. 


233 
920 
184 
164 
245 
194 
291 
762 
858 
355 
810 
456 
255 
184 
532 
390 
408 
687 
282 
821 
194 
473 
259 
nized. 
751 
186 
279 
168 
853 
611 
265 
278 
32 
328 
111 
872 
95 
57 
34. 
213 
801 
758 
1060 
504 
169 
121 
278 
602 
618 
98 
83 
698 
225 
629 
165 
6826 
443 
222 
283 
97 
9 
828 
177 
94 
277 
163 
167 
1.53 
801 
834 
144 
nized. 
167 


29984   38353 


1848. 


Whig. 

Ta>lor. 


152 

401 

225 
63 

274 
9S 

148 

801 

695 

161 

246 

8.34 

196 
Unorga 

915 

170 

479 

666 

230 

196 
Unorga 

860 

231 

1046 

144 

76 

138 
161 
807 
879 
167 
323 
161 

43 

92 
Unorga 

69 
Unorga 
822 
230 
793 
1102 
281 
124 

74 
397 
607 
509 

21 

14 
477 
148 
285 
142 
4827 
S?6 
204 
131 
147 

85 
175 

97 

Unorga 

154 

64 

82 

Unorga 

351 

473 

91 

72 


Dem. 

Cass. 


82671 


896 
825 
187 
144 
239 
224 
248 
888 
954 
294 
311 
451 
197 

nized. 
585 
874 
479 
696 
297 
873 

nized. 
470 
377 

797 
183 
873 
181 
466 
561 
186 
842 
168 
461 
143 
812 

nized. 
113 

nized. 
389 
265 
784 
1494 
516 
241 
120 
299 
608 
626 
148 
154 
569 
263 
274 
163 
4778 
438 
192 
240 
217 
54 
263 
196 

nized. 
250 
825 
185 

nized. 
836 
423 
245 

181 


40077 


1844. 


Whig. 
Clay. 


Dem. 
Polk. 


Unorga 

851 

346 
Unorga 

280    I 
Unorga 

185 
1013 

614 

115 

327 

367 
Unorga 

820 
Unorga 
380 
578 
269 
198 

827 
183 

1017 
Unorga 

74 
Unorga 
Unorga 

792 

359 

262 

298 

189 
Unorga 

120 

57 

885 

228 

861 

900 

273 

86 

Unorga 

422 

596 

699 

Unorga 

31 

480 

177 

801 

193 
8688 

591 
Unorga 

817 

258 
57 

244 

115 

Unorga 

86 
LTnorga 

864 

613 

86 

»7 


nized. 

817 

_  865 

nized. 
283 

nized. 
878 
969 
852 
242 
849 

nized. 

676 
nized. 
403 
683 
494 
851 

457 
899 

721 
nized. 

369 
nized. 
nized, 

578 

2;J2 

544 
208 
665 
nized. 
434 

208 

463 
819 
809 
13v6 
636 
8-25 

nized. 
332 
671 
734 

nized. 
266 
503 
842 
2:34 
245 
&329 
446 

nized. 
442 
480 
271 
209 
823 

nized. 

297 

nized. 

841 

588 
866 

486 


81251       41869 


1840. 


Whig 

Harrison. 


171 
Unorga 

299 
Unorga 

753 
457 
Unorga 
298 
225 


Unorga 

542 

462 

93 

249 

874 
152 

82T 

21 


815 
344 
167 
863 

178 


Unorga 

Unorga 
1.56 
732 
459 
241 
196 

400 
515 
432 

15 
586 
Unorga' 
221 
170 
2515 
875 


Dem. 
Van  H. 


nized. 


432 


nized. 


421 


901 

711 


nized. 


821 
374 


nized. 


602 
543 

285 
487 

600 
275 

534 

81T 


618 
263 
494 
194 
660 


nized. 

nized. 
262 
746 
968 
860 
729 

835 

405 
563 

325 
459 
nized. 
199 

222 

1874 
823 


Unorga  nized. 

284     I  500 

Unorga  nized. 


233 
69 


41 


342 

479 
57 


226 
808 


258 


848 
614 
211 


Unorga'nized, 


22972 


29760 


Buchanan  over  Fillmore,  9,640;  Pierce  over  Scott,  8,869;  Cass  over  Taylor,  7,406;  Polk  over  Clay,  10,118;  Tan 
Buren  over  Harrison,  6,788, 


rorULAR    VOTE   FOR.  PRESIDENT. 


231 


I  o-w  A.. 


"gv  iscoisrsiKr 


COCNTIES. 


1856. 


Fnm.  Bach.   Fill. 


Adair 

Adams 

Appanoose 
Allamakee. 
Audulion  .. 
Benton  .... 
Black  Hawk 

Boone 

Bremer   . . . 

Butler 

Buchanan. . 

Cedar 

Chiokasaw . 
Clarke  .... 
Calhoun  . . . 

Cass 

Clinton 

Clayton  . . . 
Cerro  (rrdo 
Crawford  , 

Davis 

Decatur  .. 

Dalla.* 

D-laware. 
Desuioinei.. 
Dubu<|Ue  . . 
Fremont . . . 
Fayette  ... 

Floyd 

Franklin.. 

Greene 

Guthrie 

Grundv  . . . 

Hardin  .... 

Hiirrlion  . . 

Henry 

Howard  . . . 

Iowa 

Jackson  . .  . 

Jasper 

JelTerson  .. 

Johnson  . .  . 

Jones 

Keokuk  . . . 

Koflsuth  . . . 

Lee 

Linn 

Louisa 

Lucas 

Menoiia  . . . 

Marion 

Madison 

Mahaska  . . 

Marsliall  . . 

Mitoh.ll  . . . 

Monroe 

Montgom'y 

Mills      .... 

Muscatine  . 

Polk 

Potawato'le 

Page 

Powe«hlek  . 

RinfTpold  . . 

Shelby  ... 

Pcott 

Story 

Sac 

Tama 

Taylor 

Vnlon 

Van  Buren. 

^Vap»'llo  ..  . 

Varren  . . . 

Waynf- 

W.ijhin?ton 

Webster  . 

AVinneshiek 

bright  . 


1852. 


Scott.  |Pi«re«  |Hal» 


72 
113 

1»1 

680 

'iS 

66S 

^6ti 

20.S 

82T 

228 

■H<9 

1016 

Sol 

U6 

9 

lS-2 

l-24.'> 

IWO 

101 

36; 

201 

2+<l 

4a;| 

S()l 

lasxl 

13>>: 
IW 

2-24 
120 
"3 
196 
65 
5S3 
170 

176 
207 
492 

1163| 
S7'5' 


27 

7sl 

5A4 

MO 

31. 

426 

819; 
172 
141 
84.3 
701 
102; 

14I 

&4! 

889 

754' 

4o! 

6, 

1014 

5n3 

819 

.VH) 

1418 

24-27, 

203 

452 

1241 

83 

117 

2051 

2! 

195 
124 

7671 

63| 

826 

1832 

455 


4  No  re  turn. 
8  No  re  turn.  I 
4S7      247     885' 


1848. 


COUNTIES. 


Tsyl'r  Cau.  ! 


1850. 


Fnm.    Bach.   FlIL 


2S 
4 

128 
S3 
66 
4S 
29 
21 

176 
82 
77 


142 

67 
1 


26 


l'no'r(?'d.  J  Adams 

L'nojrg'd.  |  Bad  Ax 

44I     llstBrowa 


142j     123 
L'no'rg'd. 
$0{      $9 
No  re  turn. 
40|      S4 
Uno  rg'd. 
l"no  rg'd. 
123|     14S 
SSsj    854 
Nore;turn. 
20|      82 
CnoTg'd. 
No  re  turn 


—     Uno 


22 


27S 
471 
Uno 


886 
461 
rg'd. 


—     Vno  rg'd. 


7V2 
133 

20 
149 
6-22 
256 
10:J 
114 

14 


592 

55 

79 

283 

9>t 

600 

95 

167 


614 

133 

89 

204 

IIM 

1150 

96 

11 


118M  1023 
12151     9W 


9r4 
695 

85 
17kO 
16621 

91'3l 

2.S-I 
41 


668; 
830; 
12| 
215s 
97l| 
&12| 
855: 


No  re  turn. 
580;  6191 
12s* 
Ml 
8I4I 
622! 
6:) 


287 

I1191 

1065 

259 

100 

469 

92 

62 

1675 

232| 

25 

470I 

119 

102' 


940 

199 
13.'!; 
603 

5S' 
158 
895, 
888 
853 
171 
265 

62| 

19 

1119 

2T2 

85| 
296 
183; 


12 

IS 

9 

80s 

79 
276 

83 
206 
282 

10 
197 

650 
273 
2<»0 
176 
13 

61 

268 

104 

1 


102 
87 


12 


IS 

SO, 

6 

21 


No  re, turn. 

Uno  rg'd. 

No  re  turn. 

7|      89 

Uno'rg'd. 

No  re  turn. 

No  re  turn. 

8.32;     618 

Uno  rg'd. 

112     101 

5541 

16<.i 

7571 

415; 

266l 
826! 


739 
118 
796 
531 
888 
403 


Uno  rp'd. 


rg'd.  ;  Buffalo 


1591 
697 
499 

68 


626 

281 

1004 

168 


\  Chippewa...  No  re  turn. 


Unorg'd. 
Uno  rg'd. 


21 

205 

Uno  rg'd. 

Uno'rg'd. 


1379 
6-22 
468; 

801 


1708 
692i 
86s 

85; 


No  re  turn. 
4111  489 
103  150 
699,  641 
81 1  62 
No  re  turn. 
93  I  204  295 
17  No  re  turn. 


102 
82 
91 
84 

189 
87 
64 

829 
79 


42, 
662; 
401! 

Ill 
29 


91 
605 
4.39 
lS2i 
401 
61 :      46 
Uno  rg'd. 
No  re  turn. 
517      641 
No  re  turn, 
Uno  rg'd. 
90  iNo  re  turn. 


121 


1092!  1396 
lo9:«    1175 


8.V., 
18:Ji 

uss; 

889 

770^ 
91 


513 
36s 
6-29 
2l»9; 

209j 
24 


81 

17 
824 
252 
102 
170 
403 
81 
18 


223 

1 
13 

3 
97 
8s 
22 
42 

201 

80 

105  1 

S 

1 

18 
89 


86 


80 
IS 


81 


-I        9 

No  re  turn. 

981    1028 

6s8 

95 

63 

478 

No  re  turn.  I 

68       68; 


762 
82 
69. 

869! 


48 
20 
13 

181 


—  I  Uno  rg'd. 


26; 

1070 ; 


80 

10 

9r.6 

865 
Uno 
Unolrg'd. 
Unolrg'd. 


1852. 


1848. 


Scott.  Pt.rce  Hals    Tayl'r  Cm 


91 
21 


48 1  Calumet 4S6     408 

jClarki-  ...  78       87 

;  Columbia...    29Wl    1289       7 

{Crawford  621     *29       1 

>  Dane 899b   8443       6 

87 !  Dodge  ... .      84>\')   2784      15 

276;  Door Nore'turn. 

Douglas  ...  No  re  turn. 

Dunn |    890'    119 

FondduLac'  8292   2511      25 

Uno'rg'd.  >  Grant 2so9    1419    186 

16)S|    207    Greene 20<4   10S7     8: 

1841    188   Iowa 1497   1474     2 

I  (Jackeon...      806     144       6 

j  Jefferson  ..    8290    8484        6 

864      875)  Juneau With     Adams.  ' 

Unorg'd.  {Kenosha...    1508     8-31 

Kewaunee  .        89      206 

La  Crosse . .      9'«7      641      25 

Lafayette..    1415   1722     19 

764(Lapointe  ..  No  re  turn. 

rg'd.  j  Manitowoc.    11771  1907 

Marathon...  269  207  1 
Marquette..  2.'J181  1032  19 
Milwaukee.  •279s[  7183  25 
Monroe 722 1     254        6 


111  86 
Noreltuni.  j 

826{  516' 
Uno  rg'd.  I 
Uno  rg'd.  I 

149|  245: 
Uno  rg'd. 


11. S3 
mil). 
1004 
1205 
Uno 


1283 

42 

213S 

2264 

rg'd. 


Uno  rg'd. 
l"no|rg'd. 


lOf.5 
1341 
6r.9 
895 
Uno 
]'2o8 


1635 

1879 

865, 

948 

rg'd.  I 

1693 


Uno  rg'd. 
Uno'rg'd. 


Oconto ;No  re  turn. 


Uno'rg'd.  f 

Uno  rg'd.  S 

6551    469; 


25| 
8971 

66| 
6.37! 
286 
154 
231 

1189 
293 

42S 


860 
6021 
414; 
95| 
6*0' 

2299 
88-2 

4707 

2015 
68; 

1891 1 
4171 
190i 

851  s' 
818 

2875 


Uno 

rg'd. 

4S:i 

590 

5 

23 

2fH) 

3'25 

850 

1389 

Nore'turn. 

209     874 

No  re 

'"™; 

20.32 

758 

106 

64 

861 

455' 

19i»' 

9931 

21 

1921 1 

252, 

45, 

1297| 

264ll 

2020' 

751 

215' 

14151 

951 


1 

11 

1 


maj.     800 

2019;  .3040 

Uno  rg'd. 

71 1     101 

Uno  rg'd. 

1451     429 

Uno  rg'd. 

Uno  rg'd. 


18  No  re  turn. 


6 
87 
10 

4 

15 


4 

7 

8 

6 
20 


848 

166 

1509; 

511 


1.30s 
166 

1691 
5961 


81 

288 
429 


408 
129 
1*6 


869 
636 


10 


627 


Uno  rg'd. 
662!  1815 


m.tj 


62 


44 


776 

92:? 
166 


876 


Ozaukee .. . 
Outagamie. 

I'ierce 

Polk 

'  Portage  . . . 

69  >  Racine 

659 ;  Kichland  . . 

69;  Rock 

7.39   Sauk 

S-W ;  Shawanaw.. 

2o7 ; Sheboygan. 

855 ;  8t.  Croi.x . . . 

'  Treinpeleau 

1614 :  Walworth 

383 '  Wa.shinpton 

286   Waukesha 

Unorg'd.  JWaupacca..!  1636 

Uno  rg'd.  {  Waushara  .1  1292 

277     306.  Winnebago    2769 

Uno  rg'd.  j  Wood I    260 

402      400;  

Unorg'd.  }     Total. ...  etiiKH)  52843   579  22240  38658  8814 

Unorg'd.  i — 

111      195'      Fremont   over   Buchanan,   13,247; 


Uno  rg'd. 
Uno  rg'd. 
286     809 

I 

With  Cra'f 
06        79 

802 
109 
7'24 
6-27 


145 
215 
757 
797 


446 

1&49 

479 

8&4 


4S» 

1148 
891 
848 


718     840 

I 
Uno  rg'd. 
I'lio  rg'd. 
Uno  rg'd. 
921    lOOl 
No  re  turn. 
77      150 
Uno  rg'd. 
214      174 
1189   2161 

Uno  rg'd. 

I 
Uno  rg'd. 


216     225 

907     685 

With  Iowa 

1800     491 


I'no  rg'd. 

96»    1141  14-38  1 
11. '>6   iiV)    l.s:< 

939    1^s•2  lls6 
No  re  turn.  1 

147      174 

707;     949 
Uno  rg'd.  I 


in 

575 


1  ''" 

158 

1 

872 

442 

Nort 

turn. 

1     804 

550 

'     85.'. 

1720 

KiO 

961 

i    l"no 

rg'd. 

Uno 

rg'd. 

800 

•223 

18747 

15001 

Uno  rg'd.  }  11,418  ;  Cass  over  Taylor,  1,2,%4. 
Uno  rg'd.  (  received  10,418  votes  In  this  State 

896     877! 

Is5;     234-  C  A.  L,  I  T  O  II 

Uno  rg'd.  ( 

Uno  rg'd.  ( 
20,       "20 : 


Pierce   over   Scott, 
In  1844,  Mr.  Van  Bureu 


I^  I  A.. 


COUNTIES. 


Uno  rg'd. 
&35      366 
Uno  rg'd. 

Unorg'd. 

Uno  rg'il. 

Uno  rg'd. 
926      97s 
670      .5S4 

Uno  rg'd. 

Uno  rg'd. 
840      295 

Uno  rg'il. 

Uno  rg'd. 
I 


Totnl  . .  .4.3964  86170  9180  158.'>6  in63  1604  .11084  12093 


t  Alameda 

?  Amador 

)  Butte 

',  Calaveras 

Colusi 

Contra  Costa.. 

Del  Norte 

Kl  Dorado 

Fre!>no 

Humt.oldt 

Klamath 

Los  Angeles  . . 

Marin 

Mariposa 

Mendocino  . . . 

Merced 

Monterey  .    . . 


Fr.  r  Tt  over  Buchanan,  7.7^ ;  Pierce  over  Scott,  1,907  . 
Ca.<s  '    ■ '  T:ivlor.  l,ix»9.     In  184?,  Mr.  Van  Buren  received  1  Napa  . . 
1,126  voles  ill  this  SUte.  '  Nevada. 


1856. 


Frcm't.  Bach'n.'FllIm'«. 


1852. 


Scott. 


ricrccul   Halo. 


7-28 
657 
744 

662 
18 

ISS 


729 

17K4 

25<ll 

2615 

2s9 

457 


Uno  rg'd. 


1891 

1 

108 

82 

621 

1.M 

166 

With 

14 

220 

157 

1462 


4048 
218 
2(M 
832 
721 
&V) 

12.54 


213 

l.';57 

1702 

lf^V4 

805 

2SS 

2969 
123 
191 
440 
135 
82 
772 
gono  ma. 
249  124 
267  ,  169 
444  341 
8600  i  2*238 


Uno  rg'd. 
Uno  rg'd. 


1478 

2290 

2'25 

418 

6146 


1741 

2848 
2;J2 
690 

6106 


Uno  rg'd. 
Uno  rg'd. 


217 
498 
146 
664 


210 

674 

137 

129S 


Uno  rg'd. 
64  I    278 
208       270 
3618  I  2S6C 


238 
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CALIFORNIA— {Continued.) 


T£XAS— {Continued.) 


1856 

1852. 

COUNTIES. 

Frem't. 

Buch'n. 

Fillm'e. 

Scott. 

Pierce. 

Hale. 

Placer 

992 

2S08 

2096 

2295 

2S;31 

Plumas 

217 

1124 

865 

Uno 

rR'd. 

Sacramento . . . 

941 

3438 

3386 

8644 

3280 

San  Eernardi'o 

93 

314 

7 

Uno 

rg'd. 

San  Diego 

18 

178 

88 

107 

105 

San  Francisco . 

5039 

5332 

1598 

4167 

4241 

San  Joaciuin  .  , 

548 

1285 

1040 

1159 

1198 

San  Luis  Obispo 

107 

68 

15 

112 

11 

San  Mateo 

288 

282 

113 

Uno 

rg'd. 

Santa  Barbara 

183 

176 

10 

78 

104 

Santa  Clara. .. 

809 

576 

6i3 

827 

799 

Canta  Cruz. . . . 

196 

320 

288 

186 

806 

Shasta 

169 

1537 

1083 

757 

971 

Sierra  

693 

2606 

2205 

134S 

1619 

Siskiyou 

464 

2073 

1791 

4.59 

492 

Solano 

189 

799 

634 

808 

365 

Sonoma 

882 

1515 

498 

267 

474 

Stanislaus 

21 

436 

223 

Uno 

rg'd. 

Sutter 

92 

491 

347 

214 

205 

Tehama 

44 

436 

311 

Uno 

rg'd. 

Trinity 

188 

1011 

882 

6S8 

785 

Tulare  and 
Buena  Vista  .. 

;•  23 

248 

189 

32 

40 

Tuolumne 

1056 

2936 

2112 

2541 

3182 

Yolo  

130 
650 

553 
3451 

533 
2081 

400 
2077 

350 
2199 

Yuba 

Total 

20691 

53365 

36165 

85407 

40626 

100 

Buchanan  over  Fremont,  82,674;   Pierce  over  Scott, 
5,219. 


T  E  3C  A.  S. 

1856.     1 

1852. 

1848. 

COUNTIES. 

Fillm'e. 

Buch*n. 

Scott. 

Pierce. 

Taylor. 

Casa. 

Anderson  .... 

825 

612 

150 

412 

88 

229 

Angelina 

No  re 

turn. 

23 

66 

29 

62 

Atascosa 

58 

87 

Uno  rg'd.    | 

Austin 

120 

358 

7 

22 

45 

175 

Bowie 

88 

171 

Uno 

rg'd. 

Bandera 

12 

9 

Uno 

rg'd. 

Bastrop 

230 

408 

94 

243 

42 

191 

Bell 

151 
818 

812 

747 

26 
299 

157 

804 

Uno 

189 

rg'd. 

Bexar 

882 

Bosque  

20 

64 

Uno 

rg'd. 

Brazoria 

T4 

225 

48 

143 

83 

172 

Brazos  

74 

66 

9 

84 

— 

33 

Brown 

Uno 

rg'd. 

Burleson 

168 

261 

19 

103 

9 

64 

Burnett 

76 

141 

— 

21 

Uno 

rg'd. 

Camanche  . . . 

11 

40 

Uno 

rg'd. 

Cass 

852 
514 

581 
846 

80 
248 

75 

696 

107 
110 

228 

Cherokee 

302 

Collin 

302 

564 

58 

135 

43 

99 

Cooke  



58 

5 

14 

— 

— 

Caldwell 

196 

895 

84 

235 

27 

99 

Calhoun  

maj. 

85 

94 

125 

71 

76 

Cameron 

123 

492 

242 

329 

— 

— 

Colorado 

133 

253 

30 

92 

20 

68 

Comal 

26 

284 

6 

112 

14 

105 

Coryell 

69 

118 

Uno  rg'd.    | 

Dallas 

245 

603 

122 

283 

67 

209 

Denton 

182 

808 

— 

87 

7 

46 

DeWitt 

lOS 

2.53 

— 

— 

16 

81 

EllU    

176 

239 

43 

90 

Uno 

rg'd. 

El  Paso,  Earth 

maj. 

1022 

Uno  rg'd. 

Fannin 

238 

6.57 

68       208 

88 

245 

Falls 

74 
899 

158 
667 

Uno  re'd. 

92 

Fayette 

165 

341 

175 

Fort  Bend.... 

186 

196 

81 

86 

89 

135 

Freestone  . . . 

144 

841 

8 

188 

Uno 

rg'd. 

Galveston 

814 

431 

141 

324 

71 

76 

Gillespie 

25 

115 

2 

74 

— 

— 

Goliad 

135 

93 

— 

— 

27 

84 

Gonzales. ... 

863 

510 

120 

209 

53 

92 

Grimes  

260 

823 

63 

142 

53 

186 

Guadaloupe... 

258 

859 

68 

154 

81 

72 

Grayson 

182 

415 

58 

198 

47 

134 

Harris 

449 

645 

195 

468 

289 

448 

Hays 

128 

130 

21 

65 

12 

43 

Hidalgo 

169 

48 

119 

Uno 

rg'd. 

HUl 

131 

175 

Uno 

rg'd. 

COUNTIES. 


Fillm'e.  Buch'n 


Harrison 

Henderson  . . 

Hopkins 

Houston 

Hunt 

Jackson 

Johnson  

Jack 

Jasper 

Jefferson 

Kaufman  . . . 

Karnes 

Kerr 

Kinney 

Lamar 

Lapassas. . . 

Lavacca 

Leon 

Liberty  

Limestone... 

Live  Oak 

Llano 

McCuUock  .  . 
McLennan  . . 

Madison 

Matagorda... 
Maverich  . . . 

Medina 

Milam 

Montgomery. . 
Nacogdoches  . 

Newton 

Navarro 

Nueces 

Orange  

Palo  Pinto  . . . 

Panola 

Parker 

Polk 

Presideo 

Red  River. . .. 

Refugio 

Robertson 

Rusk 

Sabine 

San  Augustine 
San  Patricio 
San  Saba  . . 

Shelby 

Smith 

Starr  

Tarrant .... 

Titus 

Travis 

Trinity 

Tyler 

Upshur  .... 

Uvalde 

Van  Zandt . 
Victoria.... 
Walker  .... 
Washington 

Webb   

Wharton  . . 
Williamson.. 

Wise 

Wood 

Young 


1856. 


605 
77 

238 

170 

138 
88 
79 

Uno 
99 
49 
63 

119 


665 
292 
580 
400 
892 
93 
186 
rg'd, 
185 
109 
191 
108 


Unorg'd. 
Uno  rg'd. 


235 

655 

61 

77 

116 

160 

235 

837 

103 

180 

119 

101 

Uno  rg'd. 
23         55 
Uno  rg'd. 


201 
125 

43 
Uno 

39 
196 
163 
182 

88 
210 
maj. 

60 
Uno 
185 
Uno 

71 

No  re 

2.35 

87 

96 
659 

80 

72 
maj. 

21 

77 
870 

17 

92 
257 
467 
100 
No  re 
255 

22 

43 
117 
843 
481 
maj. 

40 
240 

11 
124 

11 


293 

113 

111 

re'd. 

"1.36 

211 

179 

657 

138 

800 

128 

73 

rg'd. 

458 

rg'd. 

285 

turn. 

288 

83 

222 

1157 

118 

182 

49 

48 

809 

810 

874 

490 

502 

551 

161 

turn. 

683 

18 

223 

141 

387 

654 

882 

76 

807 

67 

835 

39 


1852. 


Scott.     Pierce. 


283 

23 

29 

46 

19 

83 
Uno 

30 
Uno 
Uno 
Uno 


57 

Uno 
38 
48 
40 
83 


402 

74 

116 

125 

121 

90 

rg'd. 

121 
rg'd. 
rg'd. 
rg'd. 


189 
rg'd. 

85 
124 

87 
176 


Uno'rg'd. 

5         45 

Unorg'd. 
80        74 


Total 15639   81169  I'  4995    18552 


2 

42 

56 

119 

74 

120 

79 

812 

16 

111 

89 

220 

21 

52 

23 

89 

Uno 

rg'd. 

75 

157 

Uno 

rg'd. 

86 

233 

Uno 

rg'd. 

63 

95 

242 

590 

13 

81 

29 

158 

— 

80 

Uno 

rg'd. 

19 

106 

63 

76 

11 

61 

100 

240 

118 

870 

3 

17 

6 

52 

187 

361 

Uno 

rg'd. 

6 

43 

9 

96 

72 

228 

121 

519 

16 

117 

17 

69 

62 

\4:i 

Uno 

rg'd. 

15 

42 

Uno 

rg'd. 

1848. 


Taylor.'    Cass. 


364 
42 
70 
24 
11 
13 


63 


186 

13 
26 
68 
40 


Uno 
69 


88 
69 
97 
20 
44 
66 
Uno 
43 


56 

177 

5 

202 

88 

70 

6 

99 

57 


381 

69 

227 

161 

66 

64 


113 


858 

84 
142 
144 
164 


rg'd. 
79 

•i5 
119 
163 
313 

56 
124 

66 
rg'd. 
194 


lOT 
814 

5T' 
4.55 
181 
234 

26 

836 
144 


Uno  rg'd. 
123  I      296 
29  !      219 
Uno  rg'd. 


26 

87 

119 

123 


63 

80 

207 

873 

Uno  rg'd. 

26  I        51 

16  41 

Uno  rg'd. 


4.509  I  10663 


Buchanan  over  Fillmore,  15,530;   Pierce  over  Scott, 
I  8,667  ;  Casa  over  Taylor,  6,159. 


r-  Ij  O  K.  I  X5  A.~ 

Thk  vote  of  this  State,  in  1856,  was  :  For  Fillmore,  4,838 ; 
for  Buchanan,  6,853 ;  maj.  for  Buchanan,  1,525.  In  1852, 
Scott  received  2,875 ;  Pierce,  4,818  ;  maj.  for  Pierce,  1,443. 

:  In  1848,  Taylor  received  3,116;    Cass,  1,847;   maj.  foi 

I  Taylor,  1,269. 


POPULAR   VOTE    FOR   PRESIDENT. 
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A  POLITICAL   TEXT-BOOK   FOR   1860. 


LATEST  ELECTION   RETURNS. 


Maine— 1859. 

GOVERNOR. 

Counties^            Bep  Dem. 

Morrill.  Smith,  ( 

Androscoggin  3U90  2261 

Aroostook  ...     740  SOS  ; 

Cumberland.  6S76  5851 

Franklin 2o31  1949 

Hancock 2007  1955  \ 

Kennebec. . . .  5293  328S 

Lincoln 88(;8  4180 

Oxford 4113  8348; 

Penobscot . . .  62S5  4569 

Piscataquis    .  14.38  996  ; 

Sagadahoc...  1SS5  996  ' 

Somerset 8902  2812  ■ 

Waldo 4429  8141 

Washington..  8163  2772; 

York 6036  &i47  ■ 

Total 56361  44373: 

M^.  for  Morrill,  11,988. 


Total 11311  10249 

Maj.  for  Goodwin,  1,062. 

ni.  Goodwin.     Cate. 

Cheshire 8448  2263 

Coos 1256  1472 

Grafton 4797  4789 

SulUvan 2245  2165 


Total 11746      10639 

Maj.  for  Goodwin,  1,107. 


Massachusetts— 1859. 

GOVERNOR. 

Counties.     Rep.     Dtm.  Am. 

Banks.  Butler.  Brigga. 

Barnstable  1457     760  138 

Berkshire.  3276   2605  8.37 

Bristol  ...  8360   1881  2017 

Dukes 227     195  94 

Essex  ....  8049   45-32  1837 


New-York-1859. 


Franklin..  2672  1470 

Hampden.  3303  2646 

Hampshire  2659  734 

Middlesex  10688  6488  2609 

Nantucket     249  107  93 

Norfolk...  4478  2988  1911 

Plymouth.  8284  1548  899 

Suffolk  . . .  5473  4434  2165 

Worcester.  9605  4999  1221 


200 
458 
886 


Total.    .58780 85334 14365 
Banks  over  Butler,  23,446. 


New-Hampshire— 1859. 

By  Congressional  Districts. 
GOVERNOR. 

Districts.  Hep.        Dem. 

I.  Goodwin,     Cate. 

Belknap 1724  1850  ', 

Carroll 2248  2380  ; 

Rockingham  .  5799  5055  ' 

Strafford  ....  8498  2079 

Total 13269      11914 

Maj.  for  Goodwin,  1,355. 

II.  Goodwin,     Cate. 
Hillsborough..  6476        5461  ; 
Merriuiac ....  4S85        4788  • 


Connecticut— 1860. 

By  Congressional  Districts. 

GOVERNOR. 

Districts.  Rep,         Dem. 

I.  Buckingham.  Se\Tnonr. 

Hartford  ....  8753     '  8972 
Tolland 2558        2210 


Total   .        11811      11182 
Maj.  for  Buckingham,  129. 

11.  Buck.  Sev. 

Middlesex  . . .  2942        84'90 
New-Haven..  8709        9765 


Total 11651      13255 

Maj  for  Seymour,  1,604. 
in.  Buck.  Sev. 

New-London  .  5672        5102 
Windham  . . .  8700        2566 


Total 9.372        76SS 

Maj.  for  Buckingham,  1,684 

IV.  Buck.  Sev. 

Fairfield 6921        7136 

Litchfield....  5203        4656 


Total 12124      11792 

Maj.  for  Buckingham,  832. 

Buckingham's  majority  in 
'  the  State,  541. 


Vermont— 1859. 

By  Congressional  Districts. 

GOVERNOR. 

Districts.           Rep.  Dem. 

I.  Hall.  Saxe, 

Addiaon 8042  543 

Bennington..   I^CS  1253 

Kutland 8006  1070 

Washington..  2997  1676 

Total 10911  4642 

II.  Hall.  Saic. 
Caledonia  ...  2217  1837 

Orange 8052  2185 

Windham 8137  950  , 

Windsor 8428  1330 

Total 11834  6802 

III.  Hall.  Saie. 
Chittenden  ..  2537  819 

Essex 541  428 

FrankUn 2022  1280 

Grand  Isle...     294  245 

Lamoille 1,513  546 

Orleans 1715  88T 

Total 8622  4156 

Total  State  81867  14499 
Maj.  for  Hall,  16,868. 


Ehode  Island— 1860. 

GOVERNOR. 
Counties.  Rep.         Union. 

Fadelford.  Sprapue. 

Bristol 622  644 

Kent 1012        1460 

Newport 1547        1542 

Providence  . .  6007        7237 
Washington..  1647        1412 

Total 10835      12295 

Maj.  for  Sprague,  1,460. 
The  opposition  to  Mr. 
Padelfordwas  composed  of 
Democrats,  Americans,  and 
disaffected  Republicans, 
calling  themselves  Conserv- 
atives. 


COUNTIES. 


Albany 

Allegany 

Broome , . 

Cattaraugus.. 

Cayuga 

Chautauqua. . 

Chemung  

Chenango. . . . 

Clinton 

Columbia 

Cortland    . . . . 

Delaware 

Dutchess 

Erie 

Essex 

Franklin 

Fulton 

Genesee 

Greene 

Hamilton 

Herkimer  . . . . 

Jefferson  . . . . 

Kings 

Lewis 

Livingston  . . . 

Madison 

Monroe 

Montgomery.. 

New-Vork  . . . 

Niagara 

Oneida 

Onondaga 

Ontario 

Orange  

Orleans 

Oswego  

Otsego 

Putnam 

Queens 

Rensselaer  . . . 

\  Richland 

)  Rockland 

j  Saratoga 

I  Schenectady  , 
j  Schoharie 

Schuyler 

Seneca 

Steuben 

St.  Lawence.. 

Suffolk 

Sullivan 

Tioga 

Tompkins .... 

j  Ulster 

j  Warren 

J  AVashington... 

'  AVayne 

■'  AVestchester. . 
\  Wyoming 

Yates 


Sec.  state. 


Rep. 
Leaven- 
worth. 


7253 
4771 
3491 
3978 
6180 
5590 
2452 
4482 
3252 
8946 
8018 
8600 
5237 
7466 
2395 
2292 
2669 
8309 
2500 
213 
4426 
6860 
7971 
2859 
3215 
4676 
7065 
2690 
18272 
3688 
10288 
8838 
8571 
4056 
2848 
7004 
5469 
1018 
1315 
5002 
678 
749 
4.352 
1779 
25C3 
1884 
1903 
5759 
7846 
1694 
1070 
3023 
82S0 
40.34 
21  S3 
4735 

4(;.")S 

4380 
3128 
2236 


Dem. 

*  Jones. 


9216 
2133 
2915i 
2900 1 
8541 
8211 
2414 
3614' 
8184| 
4123! 
20841 
8484' 
6070 
9416 
1519 
2294, 
2446 
2042; 
3253 
396 
2661 
5004 

18042 
1918 
2676 
2805 
4793 
8069 

88462 
8303 
7306 
6082 
8104 
4988 
2280 
4850 
4912 
12101 
8540 1 
7983! 
1659 
1751 
4417 
1780 
8605 
1821 
2363 
4850 
8347 
2632 
8102 
2580 
2514 
5596 
1683 
2974 
8210 
6543 
1812 
1208 


Comptroller. 


Rep. 
»Den- 


Dem. 
Church. 


&371 

4S->6, 
3597 
4044 
6410 
6241 
2432 
47t>6 
8382 
4554 
8120 
4148 
5684 
9666 
2443 
2344 
2782 
8588 
2691 
213 
4610 
6902 
9446 
2359 
8591 
4925 
6970 
8013 

22088 
4128 

10400 
9037 
4377 
4381 
2859 
6976 
5502 
1088 
1907 
7424 
1002 
1051 
4752 
1981 
2702 
2143 
2240 
6069 
8009 
2110 
2463 
8147 
8501 
5089 
2187 
5136 
4804 
5172 
8148 
2247 


8057 
2022 
2811 
2196 
8811 
2559 
2381 
3398 
8104 
3518 
1978 
2934 
4675 
7204 
1471 
2248 
2374 
1750 
S058 
896 
2572 
494S 

11481 
1920 
2299 
2552 
4882 
2800 

34554 
2839 
7209 
5897 
2298 
4618 
2196 
4869 
4879 
1141 
2987 
5516 
1300 
1429 
4017 
1577 
8402 
1590 
2026 
4516 
8186 
2221 
2304 
2458 
2296 
4617 
1680 
2569 
8057 
5690 
1787 
1195 


Pbison  Iksp. 


Rep. 
Forrest. 


Total 251139  252589  275952  227804  251784  251194 


7391 
4766 
8489 
8970 
6072 
6683 
2431 
4482 
3228 
3977 
8017 
8604 
5247 
7532 
2397 
2292 
2672 
8809 
2500 
213 
44.33 
6859' 
7910 
2346 
8220 
4585 
7108 
2779 
18831 
3697 
10322 
8742 
3571 
4048 
2914 
7006 
5472 
1029 
1385, 
4960 
747 
732 
4860 
2244 
2608 
1940 
1919 
5758 
7701 
1706 
1679 
8015 
8284 
4040 
2182 
4737 
4660 
4.348 
8115 
2231 


Dem. 

•Elder- 
kin, 


9083 
2186 
2916 
2888 
8631 
8219 
2438 
3611 
8206 
4085 
2082 
8476 
5058 
9333 
1517 
2296 
2437 
2038 
3250 
396 
2648 
5006 

12950 
1921 
2668 
2691 
4742 
8080 

88276 
8282 
7284 
6202 
8098 
4985 
2160 
4845 
4903 
1198 
8464 
7902 
1558 
1746 
4889 
1811 
8596 
1796 
2342 
4848 
3464 
2025 
8088 
2586 
2512 
5622 
1685 
2969 
8210 
6622 
1816 
1209 


Delaware— 1858. 

GOVERNOR. 

Counties.  0pp.        Dem. 

Backmaater.  Burton. 

Kent 18.57        2024 

Newcastle..  8457        8416 
Sussex 2240        2318 

Total 7554        7758 

Barton's  maj.,  204. 


Jones'  maj.,  1450 ;  Denniston's,  48648  ;  Forrest's,  590, 
aggregate  vote  for  other  state  officers, 

Trenstirer. .  .Der.sheimer,*  275,587  ;  Vanderpoel,  226,755—48.832 

Att'v  ««i'J.  .Mvers,* 276,792  ;  Tremaln,  . .  .227,3^5—49,447 

liltiie  £;ioV.Ston-v 250,880;  Richmond,*  252,.312—  1,432 

Canal  Com.  .('hapin 251,449;  Skinner,*. .  .251,777—      328 

Jui1qeofAp.\l!i\wa* 272,275;  Johnson 227,171— 45,1(W 

CUi'k  of  ^iJ.IIughes,*  ....  275,286  ;  Lewis, 227,855—47,931 

The  above  are  the  ar-tual  returns  sent  from  the  various  coun- 
ties of  the  State  to  the  State  Department  at  Albany  ;  but  in 
consequence  of  Informality  in  some  of  the  returns,  the  officially 
declared  result,  on  a  nuniber  of  candidates,  varies  from  the 
actual.  The  vote  for  Forrest  is  declared  at  213,430 ;  Elderkin, 
237,579  ;  Storey,  246,041 ;  Richmond.  250,247  ;  Chapin,  245,976  ; 
Davles,  265,568  ;  Johnson,  223,525  ;  Lewis,  221,084. 
•  Nominated  and  eupported  by  the  American,  or  "Balance  of  Power" 
i  Party. 
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New-Jersey-1859. 

UOYKKXUK. 

I>ii4  tcU.            Opp.  firm. 

I.                   Olden.  Wright. 

Atlantic S63  4-HJ 

Camden    ...     2:«4  233»  i 

Cape  .May  ..       570  4117  1 


S»lem 2051        lyji ; 


CuiiiLicrlaud. 
Gloucester. . 


1S>30 
147T 


Total 9105        839S  1 

Majority  for  Ulden,  'U7.     f 

11.  Olden.     Wright,  ( 

Burlington..     474S        *»2 

Mercer 85S7        29  >1 

Monmouth..     8005        S451 


PESySYL  FAAVA. 

CO  .N  (j  U  KSS— <  ( unlin  u«i. ) 

JJirtticia.  Vuii^n.  Ittin. 

IV.  Millward.  PhUlipa. 

Ward  18....     1091  &16 

"      14....     1940  864) 

"      15....     1976  l.S.'S 

"      19  part     6o6  750  ; 

"      20   ...     1S20  1129  > 

"      21  part      820  240  ' 

"      2;<i>art      405  816 

"      24....     1091  978 


PEyySYL  VAX  J  A. 

COXUREJbS — iCunlinued.) 


Maryland— 1859. 


CO.NiiKKSS. 


/>t5f*  ii-U.  Vniiiu. 

XV.  Htla. 

SulUvan ....       814 

Potter 1(H8 


','"-'• 


Ucean 1341 


730 


Total 12681      10561 

Maj.  for  Oldcn,  2,120. 


IlL 
Hunterdon.., 
Middlesex  . . 
S.-uiersel  . . . 
\Varr%a  . . . . 


Olden. 
2726 
8253 
2011 
2116 


Total 9749  W61  , 

Jiroom,  Am.,  253.  ) 
MUlw'dover  PbiU'g,  8,298.  ) 

V.                  Woo<K  Junw.  ' 

Ward  21  part     923  600 

"      '^2....     1543  777 

"     23  part    12(13  76S 

Montg'ry  Co.    6032  5004 


Drm,  >    DirtiieU. 
M'hit«.>         I. 

4S9  '  Caroline M4 

488')  Uorche.ster  .  .    ll^a 

(•  Quern  Aunc'tt    W\ 

Total 9233        7849  j  Sonursel  . . . .   ]f.<M) 

Maj.  for  Uale,  1,889.  )  Talbot 7o9 

XVI.  Junkln,    jliher.  \  Worcester  . . .  l'J7!i 

Cumberland     2500        2708 )  

Perry 1948        14^3^      Total 6:5>4 

Yorli 4138        4349)     Maj.  for  Stewart,  550. 


WrieM. 
3445' 

2497) 

1838 

2842 


Total 9701        7209 

Maj.  for  Wood,  2,492. 

Vr.  Broomftll.    Manlej. 

Chester 23s8        4021 

Delaware...     22»S        1164 


ToUl 10106  10622 

Maj.  for  Wright,  516. 

IV.                 01d»n.  Wrleht. 

Kergen 1262  1513 

Morria 8076  8138 

Passaic 2408  1870 

Sussex 1842  2528 


Total 4676        51S5 

Hickman,  A.  L.  D.,  6,7S0. 
Uicl>.'n  over  Manley  1,601. 

VII.        Loognecker.  Roberts. 

Buclis 5235        5122 

Lehigh 80s9        2954 


Total.   ...     8643        9oM 
Maj.  for  Wright,  411. 

V.                   Olden.  Wriiiht.  j 

K«ex 7883  74M  | 

lludiion 8131  8726 

luion 1766  1899 

Total 127S0      18079  > 

M^j.  for  Wright,  299. 

TOTAL  TOTE  OF  STATK.  | 

Olden 63,815     i 

Wright, 61,714     ; 

Maj.  for  Olden,. .    1,601 


Total 8324        8076 

Maj.  for  Longnecker,  248. 


VIIL 

Berks 

Maj.  for 

I.V 
Lancaster. 
Maj.  for 

.X. 
Dauphin. . 
Lebanon  . 

Union 

Xorthld, 
Snyder  . , 


Schwartx.    Jones. 

. .     7321        7302 
Schwartz,  19. 

Steven*.  Hupkini. 

..     9513        6341 

Stevens,  3,172. 

Killinirer.  Weldle. 

. . .     8-.:55        22>5l 

...     2713        1460 

...     1818         787 

pt.      160  27 

. . .     1452        1034 


Pennsylvania— 1858. 

CONGRESS. 

DOtricU.  Cninn.         Pern. 

I.  Rvan.   Florenre. 

Wardl 1527  14;31 

"     2 1481  1414 

"     8  ....  878  1027 

"     4 720  1887 

•'     6  part  812  449 

"     1 1574  1115 

Total 6493        68-28 

Nehlnger,  Anti-Zecomp- 
ton  Dem.,  2,442. 

Florence  over  Ryan,  831. 

XL  Morrtt.     Martin. 

Ward  5  part  613  dil 

"      6 926  817 

"     8 1134  873 

"     9 1163  896 

"    10 1513  802 

Total 5653  4030 

Maj.  for  Morris,  1,623. 

Ul.                VeiTw.  Landr. 

Ward  11....       9-^7  872 

"      12....     1132  681 

"      16....     1284  1126 

"     17....      934  1886 

"     13....     1667  973 

"     19  part     973  696 

Total 697T        5634 

Reed,  Am.,  62. 

Verree  over  Landy,  1,143. 


Total S897        5i'>S9 

Maj.  for  KilUnger,  8,308. 
XI.  CampML  Dewart. 

N'orthurab'ld     1602        1''25 
Schuylkill...      651        8035 


Total 7153        4S60 

Coke,  .4.  Z.Z^.,  3,141. 
Cam'l  over  Dewart,2,7C6. 
XII.         Scraolon.  McRevn'i. 

Columbia 1907        1442 

Luzerne  ....     6198        8202 

Montour 990  6l^ 

Wyoming...      933  893 


Total 100-23        6186 

Maj.  for  Scranton,  3,837. 
XIIL     Shoemaker.  Dimmlrk. 


Den. 
Suwarl 

79S 
l--'20 

907 
1426 

989 
1534 

09.34 


8000  ^  Bait.  Co.,  pt 


lOiH) 

CarroU. ^483 

S  Cecil 2044 


Total 8046 

Maj.  for  Junkin,  46. 

XVII.         McPherwn.  Reillv.  , _    .. 

Adams 2'295        21t>'9  )  Harford 2095 

1974  ;  Kent SJ6 

81M-0  \  

713)     Total  9093 


\Veb»l*T.  McHenry. 

17(iO 


Bedford....  1859 

FrankUn....  8384 

Fulton 675 

Juniata 1235 


2297 

1970 

1M7 

769 


1165  I      Maj.  for  Webster,  655. 


6443 


Total...   .  934S        9081 
^aj.  for  McPherson,  257. 

XVIIL  Blair.  Penhlnc 

Blair 2793        1567 

Cambria  ...  17w)        2273 

Huntingdon.  2115        12C1 

Somerset . . .  2501        1578 


'  HI.  Harris.  Prestnn. 

\  Bait.  City,  pt.  8026        -2554 
.Bait.  Co.,  pt..  1591        1072 


Total..   ..     9114        6679 
Maj.  for  Blair,  2,435. 
XIX.  CoTode,  Fo«ter. 

Armstrong..     24-25        2001 

Indiana 80.35        1585 

Westmorel'd    8797        4029 


5     Total 9017        4226 

)     Maj.  for  Harris,  5,391. 

)         IV.  Davli.  Harrlun. 

Bait.  City,  pt.lOlOS        2796 
Maj.  for  DavLs,  7,872. 

V.  Hoffman.  Kunkcl. 

Alleghany  . . .  2201  2289 
Frederick...  .3673  8718 
Washington  .  2842        2842 


Total 9-257        8165 

Maj.  for  Covode,  1,092. 

XX.  Knight.  Monl|^>V. 

Fayette 1*275        8-299 

Greene 731         2156 

Washington.     8793        8799 


Total 6798        9254 

Maj.  for  Montgo'ry,  8,456. 

XXI.  Moorhead.  Borke. 

Allegheny,  pt.  6539        4879 

Maj.  for  Moorhead,  1,600. 

XXIL     McKnIehl.  Birmln'm. 
Allegheny,  pt.  2935  217 

Butler 2503  255 


Total 8716  8849 

;      Maj.  for  Kunkel,  183. 

'         VI.               Hagner.  Hiifchet. 

,  Anne  Arundel  1107  1032 

Calvert 4.'>9  442 

I  Charles 575  6.32 

1  Howard 702  843 

Montgomery.   1177  1.S04 

Prince  Geo.'s     S42  9-s^ 

I  St.  Mary's  .   .     452  lol4 


Total 5;$54        6302 

Maj  for  Hughes,  943. 

LKGI.SLATIRF. — 1857. 

Senate.. Anier  ,  15;  Dcm.,  7 
Hoi:sK...Amer.,44;  Dem.,29 


Total W33  602 

Williams,  .^H?i-raa<,8903. 
McK.  over  Wms.,  1,535. 
XXIIL       Stewart.  McGiiflln. 

Beaver 1S71        1126 

Lawrence...     1951  015 

Mercer 2^s99        2036 


Carbon 15;{8 

Monroe 7">.3 

Northampton  2275 

Pike 179 

Wayne 1791 


1126; 
1201  i 
2992  ) 
491 
2189 


Total 6721        8777 

MftJ.  for  Stewart,  2,944. 

XXTV.  Hall.       Glllli. 

Clarion 1553        2019 

Clearfield...  1028        1445 

F.Ik  895  479 

Forrest...    .  No  return. 

Jefferson...  1871         1049 

McKean....  1:85  479 

Venango  ...  19.V5        1071 

Warren 1765  969 


Virginia— 1859. 

OOVER.NOR. 


XHttricUi.  f>i>p 

I.  Goir^n. 

Accomac 703 

KlUabelhCity    214 

K^sex S-ir, 

(iloucester. . .  8'>8 
James  City  . .  Ill 
King  and  Queen  27 1 


Total 6566        8009 

Maj.  for  Dlmmick,  1,443. 

Xr\'.  Grow.  Parkhnnt. 

Bradford. . . .     4774  920 

Susquehanna   8180        1859 

Tioga 8211  680 


Total 11165  8359 

Maj.  for  Grow,  7,S0«. 

XV.  Mala.  Whita. 

Centre 2551  1911 

Clinton 1870  1294 

Lvcoming  . .  24'-^  2i'28 

^iimin 1471  1139 


ToUI 8905        8111 

M^.  for  Hall,  794. 
XXV.  Babbitt.  Marshall. 

Crawford....     8140        2033 
Erie 8220        2080 


l^ancaster 
Matthews  . .  . 
Middlesex.... 
New  Kent  ... 
Northampton. 
Norlhuiiiber'd 
Richmond  Co. 
Warwick  .... 
Westmoreland 
Williamsburg. 
York 


81. I 
170 

239 
2-.'7 

los 
2yo 

60 
444 
40 
171 


L«Uhrr. 
675 
IM 
270 
365 
81 
4-29 
107 
253 
214 
132 
16;J 
194 
201 
81 
14« 
.'»5 
103 


ToUl 6;360        4113 

M^j.  for  Babbitt,  2.247. 
In  1859,  the  Opposition,  or 
People's  Party    Ticket    for 
State  officers,  was  elected  by 
17,000  to  1,800  majority. 

LECISLATCRE — 1859-'60. 

SBSATg.Opp,  91;  Dem.  12 
Uocs«. .  Opp.,  67  ;  Dem.,  33 


Total 4.-W7        8534 

Maj.  for  (ioggin,  725. 
Muscoc    H     K.    Oaroett, 
Dem.,  eli-cted   to  CongreM 
without  opposition 

IL  Goc7<n.   L«trh«r. 

Charles  Cil v..     245  66 

Greensville  . .       93  142 

Isle  of  Wight.     143  533 

Nansein'iiid. .     462  271 

Norfolk  City. .     836  (lil 
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VIRGINIA. 

GOVERNOR— (Cbn^tnueJ.) 

Districts,  ^P-        Dem. 

II.  Gopein.   IfCtcher. 

Norfolk  Co.. . .  591  881 

Portsmouth...  678  687 

Prince  George  187  267 

Princess  Anne  367  8&4 

Southampton  636  493 

Surry 134  167 

Sussex 127  291 

Total 4404        4038 

Maj.  for  Goggin,366. 

John  S.  Millson,  Dem., 
elected  to  Congress  without 
opposition. 

ni.               Gopgin.  Letcher. 

Caroline 619  502 

Chesterfield..     681  779 

Goochland...     234  259 

Hanover 572  689 

Henrico 1248  850 

King  WUUam.    148  818 

Louisa 496  897 

Richm'dCity.  2043  158S 

Total 5941        5382 

Maj.  for  Goggln,  559. 

Daniel  C.  Dejarnette,  Ind. 
Dem,.,  elected  to  Congress, 
over  John  S.  Caskie,  regular 
Dem.,  by  100  majority. 

TV.  Gogffin,  Letcher. 

Amelia 208  204 

Brunswick....  188  482 

Charlotte  ....  406  403 

Cumberland. .  252  204 

Dinwiddie  ...  230  267 

Lunenburgh..  179  433 

Mecklenburg.  884  606 

Nottoway....  195  178 

Petersburg...  944  636 

Powhattan...  136  132 

Pr'ce  Edward  271  816 


Total 8388        3861 

Maj.  for  Letcher,  473. 
William  0.  Goode,  Dem., 
elected  over  Flournoy,  Ind. 
Dem.  Mr.  Goode  died  be- 
fore taking  his  seat,  and  his 
place  was  filled  by  the  elec- 
tion of  Roger  A.  Pryor,  Dem. 

V.  Gopffin,  Letcher. 

Appomattox .     263  470 

Campbell....   13S5  1129 

Franklin  ....  1010  884 

Halifax 358  758 

Henry 576  419 

Patrick 503  593 

Pittsylvania..  1396  1107 

Total 5491        5360 

Maj.  for  Goggin,  131. 
Thomas  S.  Bocock,  Dem,., 
reelected  to  Congress,  with- 
out opposition. 

VL  Goegin.  Letcher. 

Albemarle  . . .  1303  931 

Amherst 732  6.M 

Bedford 1386  815 

Buckingham..    535  467 

Fluvanna....     482  326 

Greene 126  887 

Madison 132  586 

Nelson 739  883 

Total 5435       4549 

Maj.  for  Goggin,  886. 
Shelton    F.   Leake,  Ind. 
Dem.,  elected  to  Congress 
oy  1,550  maj.  over  Powell, 
•egular  Dem. 

Vn.  Goffrin.  Letcher. 

Alexandria  . .     874  620 

Culpeper 497  475 

Fairfax 69  717 


VIRGINIA. 

GOVERNOR— (CoriiiHwtZ.) 

Dittrirts.  0pp.  Dem. 

VII.              Gojrgin.  Letch^ar. 

Fauquier ...  931  1020 

King  George.  205  196 

Orange 426  879 

Prince  Wm. . .  251  712 

Rappah'nock.  509  463 

Spottsylvania  493  588 

Stafford 299  507 

Total 5181       5677 

Shackelford,  Ind.  Dem., 
received  430  votes  for  Con- 
gress. 

Maj.  for  Letcher,  496. 

Wm.  Smith,  Dtm,.,  elected 
to  Congress  by  802  maj. 

Vin.            Gopgin.  Letcher. 

Berkeley  ....  888  1057 

Clarke 252  871 

Frederick 888  1124 

Hampshire  ..  701  1063 

\  Jefferson  ....  857  sts 

Loudoun  1798  722 

Morgan 274  261 

Page 130  960 

Warren 215  456 

Total 5998        6889 

Maj.  for  Letcher,  891. 

Alex.  R.  Boteler,  0pp., 
elected  to  Congress  by  167 
majority. 

TX.  .  GoffCTn.  Letchpr. 

Augusta 2170  1402 

Bath 230  231 

Hardy 771  354 

Highland  ....     229  478 

Pendleton. ...     883  411 

Rockbridge  . .  1280  1208 

Rockingham .     700  2402 

Shenandoah..     273  1912 


Total 5986        8398 

Maj.  for  Letcher,  2,412. 

John  T.  Harris,  Ind.  Dem,., 
elected  to  Congress,  over 
Skinner,  regular  Dem,.,  by 
931  majority. 

X.  Goprpin.  Letcher. 

Brooke 213  869 

Hancock  ....  144  804 

Marion 468  1197 

MarshaU  ....  828  6S3 

Monongalia..  641  975 

Ohio 1323  .1030 

Pleasants 76  146 

Preston 505  810 

Tavlor 530  551 

Tvler 289  460 

WetzeL 65  .     ^09 

Total 5082        7284 

Maj.  for  Letcher,  2,202. 

Sherrard  Clemens,  Dem., 
reelected  to  Congress,  with- 
out opposition. 

XI.  Gofrpin,  Letcher. 

Barbour. 426  817 

Braxton 849  817 

Cabell 413  504 

Calhoun 26  277 

Doddridge ...  104  609 

Gilmer 60  825 

Harrison  ...  780  1092 

Jackson 883  510 

Kanawha 1133  467 

Lewis 259  649 

Mason 588  448 

Putnam 451  427 

Randolph 226  4.30 

Ritchie 137  422 

Roane 802  261 

!  Tucker 17  176 

Upshur 292         422 


>  VIRGINIA. 

\    GOVERNOR— (Cbnd'nuftf.) 

}    Dif^VicU.  0pp.        Devi. 

XI.  Gopein.  Letcher. 

Wirt 136         802 

Wood 836  660 

Total 6928        9115 

Maj.  for  Letcher,  2,187. 
Elbert  G.  Jenkins,  Dem,., 
elected  to  Congress  by  1,838 
majority  over  Laidley,  0})p. 

XII.  Goppin.   Letcher. 

Alleghany  ...  210  355 

Boone 150  292 

Botetourt....  486  714 

Clay 90  49 

Craig 92  256 

Fayette 846  385 

Floyd 522  839 

Giles Am  852 

Greenbrier  ..  889  779 

Logan 94  4S0 

Mercer 567  429 

Monroe 845  6T2 

Montgomery.  615  oS8 

Nicholas 864  803 

Pocahontas...  134  419 

Raleigh 3S1  143 

Roanoke 283  409 

Wayne 269  820 

Wyoming 170  7S 

Total 09G0        7167 

Maj.  for  Letcher,  207. 
No   opposition    to    H.    A. 
Edmundson,  Dem.,  for  Con- 
gress. 

XIII.  Gogpin.   Letcher. 
Buchanan  ...       73  164 

Carroll 461  344 

Graj-son 3S4  497 

Lee 688  624 

McDowell 115  33 

Pulaski 314         239 

Russell 751  404 

Scott 600  559 

Smyth... 598  454 

Tazewell 541  621 

WasWngton..     966  870 

Wise 208  226 

Wythe 743         775 

Total 6442        5810 

Maj.  for  Goggin,  632. 
Elbert    S.    Martin,    Ind. 
Dem.,  elected   to  Congress 
by  803  majority  over  Floyd, 
regular  Dem^. 

TOTAL  VOTE  OF   STATE. 

()p)>(i!-ition. 

Governor. . Go^^m. .  71,543 
Att'y  Gen..VTesioi\..  64,368 

J^entorintx. 

Governor. . l,ftii:\\iir . .  77,112 
AtVy  ^'en.. Tucker. ..  73,124 
Maj.    for   Letcher,  5,569 ; 
do.  for  Tucker,  8,756. 


;    NORTH  CAROLINA. 

\      CONGRESS— (Con(inu«f.) 

I    Districts.  0pp.        Dem. 

'  II.  Scattering.    Ruffin. 

Beaufort 14C  837 

Carteret —  2ii2 

Craven 80  875 

Edgecomb ...  4  867 

Greene 60  285 

Hyde 16  183 

;  Jones 59  140 

Lenoir 17  810 

Onslow 88  897 

Pitt 61  509 

Wayne 11  627 


)     Total 476        4382 

>     Maj.  for  Ruffin,  3,906. 

'         III.         »McDnffie.  Winslow, 

'  Bladen 192  383 

Brunswick  ...  No  return. 

Columbus 92  273 

Cumberland..  404        1089 

Duplin 67  780 

New-Hanover      90  789 

,  Richmond  ...  No  return. 

Robeson —         825 

Sampson 104  598 

Total 949        4186 

Maj.  for  Winslow,  3,287. 

*  Independent  Democrat. 


IV. 

Sanders. 

Branch. 

Franklin.. 

. .     2.32 

626 

Granville . 

..     290 

675 

Johnson . . 

..     546 

860 

Nash 

66 

879 

Orange.. . 

. .     572 

729 

AVake 

. . .     696 

1405 

Warren  .. 

...      57 

C53 

Total 2459  5827 

Maj.  for  Branch,  3,868. 

V.  Gilmer.  Willian^s. 

Alamance  ...     576  689 

Caswell 183  886. 

Chatham 983  852 

Guilford 2047  468 

Montgomery..     639  179 

Moore 529  559 

Person 201  502 

Randolph....  1203  427 

Total 6361  4512 

Maj.  for  Gilmer,  1,849. 

VI.  Leach.  Scales. 
Alexander....  539  866 
Allegany....     147  883 

Ashe 739  462 

Davidson....  1470  793 

Davie 681  879 

Forsyth 9.55  1061 

Iredell ISaS  472 

Rockingham..    402  1417 

Stokes 517  768 

Surry 601  926 

Yadkm 982  697 


North  Carolina 

CONGRES.S. 
Districti.  Opp. 

I.  Smith. 

Bertie 605 

Camden 588 

Chowan 294 

Currituck....  236 

Gates 452 

Halifax 562 

Hertford 479 

Martin 352 

Northampton.  599 

Pasquotank...  509 

Perquimans..  431 

Tyrrell 397 

Washington..  471 

Total......  6045 

Maj  for  Smith,  514. 


1859. 


Pevi. 
Shftw. 

506 

109 

286 

658 

406 

759 

293 

7.'>0 

758 

840 

280  i 

131  ^ 

255 ; 

6531 


Total 8566        7664 

Maj.  for  Leach,  902. 

VII.  Walkup.  Croipe. 

Anson 765  257 

Cabarrus  ....  517  853 

Catawba 181  668 

Cleveland....  106  V29 

Gaston 96  703 

Lincoln 192  489 

Mecklenburg.  411  777 

Rowan 756  849 

Stanly 771  68 

Union 280  627 

Total 4075        5495 

Maj.  for  Craige,  1,420. 

VIII.  Vance.  Colemnn. 

Buncombe...     833  85S 

Burke 559        -414 

Caldwell 623  228 


ELECTION   UETURKSU-GEORGIA,   LOUISIANA  AND  TEXAS. 


S48 


yonrn  carolixa. 

r-OSGRESS — iro/,(i/iuCTl.> 


JH't  i-tn. 
VllL 

Chf  rokee 675 

Haywood ....  8«7 

Heiidersou. ..  681 

Jscksuti !!+5 

.Macon 4*» 

Ma.lbion 8<4 


(I I  p.  /)rm. 

Van- a.  CoUmm. 


476 
15T 
T67 
8'.>l 
11  IK) 
Yaiicv 4®! 


8y.1 

4«'J 

M4: 

370', 

3.S9? 

425^ 


GEORGIA. 

CONO  R  ESS— (ruHtinvr-l. ) 

(*vp. 
DougliUL.  C 
..     275 

8 


IL 
Webster . 
WUoox  .. 


Worth 109 


GEORGIA. 

CU.S'ljRESS — (t'oRd'nuoi.) 

/'rm.  \    Dvt  ieU.  Orp. 

•  ford.  I  VII.  n'lL 

216  ^Baldwin 818 

2.'>9  ^' (ireeiie C'.'tf 

27-i  S  Hancock »»1 

SJatper 449 


McDowell 

Polk 

Kutlierford 
Watuuga  . . 
WUkos. 


Total Wa7        W79^  Jones 1>9 

Bethune,   Ind.,   received  5  M*""*?"" ^""'^ 


~^  J  417  voles  for  Congress 

^13  ■      Crawford    over  Douglas, 

liU  ^  1,S42. 

J*-"^'-*  ^         III.  lUrdtmu.  Spoor. 


Newton 7'J3 

Putnam 'JSi 

TwIkp) 167 

Wsstilngtvn. .  5i.S 

Wilkinson 893 


CIC 


6331 


Total 8tW6 

Maj.  for  Yaoce,  1,695. 

TOTAL  TOTE  OF  TUB  STATB. 


Bibb 908 

'Butts 825 

^  Crawford 248 

(  Harris CSS 

I  Houston 534 

)  Monroe 683 

<11ke 423 

Spaulding  . . .  445 


879  < 
8sii 
896  ( 
453! 

556! 


ttpji'.^tttin. 

t''«>fH7.,'59....0i>p 3635 

Gov' nor,  '5S...McUae,3S«u5    Talbot. .  T 564 

^Taylor 820 

Drmo-rats.  <  Upson 653 

Trwy. '59....  Dem.,..  4.3928'     "^  

Gov' nor,  '58... Kills. . .  56222  ) 


Dem.  m^.   on   Congress,  ^ 
6,971 ;  Elli:^,  16,257.  <, 


Total 5C36 

MaJ.  for  Hardeman,  153. 


Georgia-1859. 

iD.VURK.'vJ. 


Dj.p. 
McIntyTO. 


L 

Appling 37 

Berrien 165 

Brooks  ....  2>9 

Bryan 128 

Bulloch 21 

Camden *} 

Chatham. ....  649 

Charlton U 

Clinch 10) 

Coffee 41 

Colqoitt. 84 

Kcho!«. 49 

Effingham 2.Vt 

Kmanuel 131 

tilynn 41 

Inrln "J 

Johnson 146 

Laurens l57 

Liberty 115 

Lowndes 216 

Mcintosh 72 

Montgomerj'..  2.'>9 

Pierce 19 

Tattnall 176 

Telfair 140 

Thomas 42S 

Ware 44 

Wayne ti 


}  IV. 

t  Campbell 8S9 

s  Carroll 443 

I  Clavton. 2>3 

^  Cobb 552 

',  Coweta 477 

De  Kalb .363 

Favette 815 

Fulton S99 

Heard 8:17 

Henry 653 

■  Merriwethcr  .  692 

...  750 


Wrizht.  G>rlr.-ll. 
777 


Total ....       4492 
Maj.  for  Hill,  139. 
MIL  Wriirht. 

Durke 861 

5S0  ^' Columbia 417 

618^Klbert 413 

474  I  Glascock 64 

492  >  Jefferson 4M 

862  <  Uncoln 1^6 

292  ^  OKlethorpe ...     875 

\  Riclimond  ...   1  UI3 

51s3;Scriven 259 

Talliaferro . . .     211 

Warren 815 

WUkes 829 


Vrm.  ) 
Hirtxr.  ) 

tes' 
247 ; 

209) 

8S>8> 

282 ; 

1S9  1 
745,' 
832  ' 
325  > 
6S9 
557  , 

4353 


LO  LIS!  ASA. 
CONURK.>.S— (y.«,i,»«*i.» 

J>i-tiU-lt.  ''W  Ilrm. 

IIL  Caonun.  Davldioii. 

Washington 60        4StO 

W.  Baton  Rouge    —        IBS 
W.  FcUciaua.. .     22        26iJ 

Total 726      C2S3 

MaJ.  for  Davidson,  5,562. 

IV.  Jgncft.  Laodrum. 

Bienville 127        799 

Bossier 130        5s4 

Caddo 820        «2J 

Calcasieu Rejected. 


Caldwell 65 

Claiborne 90 

)  De  !H)to 8.? 

'  Franklin 826 

Jackson 150 

Lafayette 8 

.Morehou.se 808 

Nachltoches  . . .   440 
\  Ouachita 103 

Rapides 562 

Subine  Rejected. 

I  St.  Landry Rejected. 

Cnion 392        763 


198 
957 
643 
2tl3 
7M 
»78 
413 
708 
"429 
*>89 


1169 

857 

IISO 


Total 4507 

Maj.  for  Jones,  405. 


Jonea.  . 

514 

407^ 

MH 

232 

8.39 

220 

45* 

920 

'i-^-i,  --         •- 

lt>8  ■;  Vermillion Rejected. 

442)  Winn 186        880 

892  c 

Total 8220      8828 

4912  )     Maj.  for  Landrum,  5,603. 


Prm. 
Levi?, 

44S 

345 

300 

152 

m^  Troup 

696*. 

190  ' 

261  ' 

279' 

144 

132 

170 

465 

176 

ecHj 

1>0 
2;« 
2IS 
2-36 
144 
55 
199 
291 
192 
477  . 
2:n 
125 


■.-)^ 


TOTAL  VOTE  OK  TUB  STATE. 
Opp"^ilii'n. 

s  Gcytfrnor  ..KVAa 42195 


TOTAL  TOTK  OF  THK  STATU. 

1f]tp"^tli'>tl. 

<  Goremor..  .Weils . . 

,  tri-ir,  ..v., -....,j  ^  I.t.  0(*v.    ..Ray... 

^  >  C'on^r6««.  .Upposition3G419  5  See.  .S<ci<«.  .Biake. . 

rtfi-  )  DrmncrnU.  \  Jifinnrrntn. 

"j^l  ■  Goremor  .Brown 63S06  S  ff»c#mor.. . Moore  . 

C7.>  I  Congr(j,». . Dem., . ...  61134  )  Lt.  Gov.  . 
gjg  \  Majori's.— Brown,  21,611 ;  \  Sec.  State 
>  Congress,  24,715.  > 


.Hyums. 
.  Hardy  . 


15537 
16047 
15156 

344.34 
24913 
25142 


12.36^ 
02S  , 
5U 


Total 6053        6s77  ; 

Maj.  for  Gartrell,  2,824.      J 

V.        ShAtkal/ord.  UndtrwM. 

Cass 151 

Catoosa. h*) 

Chattooga ...  223 

Cherokee 109 

Dade 13 

Fannin 339 

Floyd 127 

Gilmer 77 

Gordon 257 

Haralson 28 

Milton 132 

.Murray 118 

Paulding 43 

Pickens 72 

Polk 49 

Walker 190 

Whitfield...  155 


Louisiana— 1859. 


CONGRESS. 


I. 


"/>;).         Dem. 
Ilouli^'nv.  LaS«r«. 


I,.,!  >  Orleans,  Rt.  Bk.  107 

8-24  >        "        2dl)lst.  999 

'■        "        3dDist.  9c  (4 

Plaquemines...      67 

St.  Bernard 4<J 


Total 


415, 

9S9 

9s2 

740  ) 

866' 

890) 

712? 

871 

751  5 

^il     Ascension 3:J5 

740  >  Aiuiumption. . . .    215 

1129  '  Jefferson    410 

. )  Lafourche 269 


128 
7o8  ) 
493  > 
814! 


Texas-1859. 

This  State  elected  State 
Officers  and  Congressmen  in 
1^9.  The  Congressional 
vote  was  as  follows  : 


co.v«;res.s. 

I}i'tiirU.  IivL        Dtm. 

, .  ,            I.                OchiltrM.  Bmoo. 
IM  .'  Anderson 214       BM 


.>■ 


ToUl. 


8S-.1 


7247 


Total... 


Maj.  for  Love,  3,366. 


IL 


DoQglat.  Crawford. 


''162      12339  '  Orleans,  1st  Dls.  12>9 

,     X.      .1.     .    'r-  A  ■  '       "       4th  Dis.   3.V5 

Majority  for  Inderwood, 

10,177. 


,  Angelina 60 

2215      1796^  Bowie 10 

Maj.  for  Bouligny,  419.       ?  Cass       23S 

Bienvenu     rf^eived    497  ^  chambers  !.. !     83 

votes  for  Congress.  '  Cherokee 284 

IL  Mchnla.  Tavlor.  ?  Colin    8 

41S    Cooke 24 

569)  Dallas 70 

658    Denton    13 

693  ;  Fannin 26 

»99  '  Grayson 25 

559  J  Harrison No  return. 

97  ,  Hender*on No  return. 


801 

870 

75« 

99 

1165 

nil 

875 
894 
628 
1113 
988 


Baker 93  2<i7 

Calhoun 102  299 

Chattahoochee  243  8.38 

Clay 225  25:j 

Decatur. 517  511 

Doolev 2^10  5« 

Dougherty...  197  299 

Karly 93  263 

Lee 209  215 

Macon 885  2M 

Marion 818  8->7 

MUler 43  2'il 

Mitchell. 97  S-VJ 

Muscogee  . . .  6'>2  74'.' 

Pulaski 148  406 

Quitman 157  199 

Randolph .M4  468 

Schlev 217  21^ 

Stewart 572  557 

Sumlrr 593  507 

TecreU 878  274 


VL  LytU.  Jackaon. 

Banks    67          WM 

Clarke 2:13 

Dawson 65 

Forsyth 293 

Franklin 65 

Gwinnett 2s3 

Habersham...  8^6 

Hall 693 

Hart 73 

Jackson 8S0 

Lumpkin 73 

Madison 153 

Ra>)un 17 

Towns 19 

I'nlon 4.3 

Walton 416 

White 96 


Pt.  Charles 65 

St.  James 273 

St.  J.itinBaptiato  175 

St.  .Marv 169 

Sl  .MarUn 476 

Terrebotuie 427 


5903 


Total 8251 


Maj.  for  Jackson,  6,393. 


611 
Kfi 

^55 ;  — 

851/      ToUl 4459 

699  )     Mig.  for  Taylor,  1,449. 
8='l  ^         IIL  Cannon.  DsTbUon, 

^■^7  ;  Avoyellet — 

J63    CarroU — 

"'•2  ;  Catahoula — 

T-^    Concordl* — 

465    K.  Baton  Rouge  288 
841     E.  KellcUna  .   .  285 

2-''2    Iberville — 

6'37     IJvingston — 

£-'2    Madison 11 

868    Point  Conpee  . .     — 

St.  Helena Rejected 

9644    jJt.  Tammany. . .     65        292 
Tensaa —        250 


2+4  )  Hopklna 53 

1'^'^  \  Houston 87 

501     Hunt 13 

6<H  )  Jack 8 

4210asper  ..        ..  17 

Jefferson 24 

Kaufman 91 


Lamar 

liberty 

6.M  /  Nacogdoches 


753 
513 
179 
675 
4.V) 
44U 
4.37 
2.^ 
675 


2.5 
.V2 
226 
20 
46 
74 
49 


Newton 
Orange 
Panola 
Polk     . 

Red  River 13 

Ru.k 173 

Sabine #62 

San  .\ugustine.       13 

ShelSv S"! 

Smith 283 

Tims 57 

Triuity . .     W 


991 
681 
796 
115 
885 
99 
514 
99< 
373 
63J 
218 
109 
6.30 
634 
S85. 
1476. 
147 
86(> 

ma 

9l>.) 

n,vs 

374 


244 
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TEXAS. 


TEXAS. 


TENNESSEE. 


CONGRESS 
DiiiU  ivtti. 

r. 

Tyler 30 

Vpshur 1G2 

Van  Zandt 3G 

AVise SI 

Wood 76 

Young — 


{('fttttinued.) 

Jiiil.  J^eni. 

Ochiltree.  Reogan. 

525  ^  Washington 
730  )  Webb 


CONGRESS— (Continwd.) 

Districts.  Iiid.         Dnn. 

II.  Hamilton.  Waul.  . 


CONGKESS- 

JJisti  ids. 
IV. 


641 

116 

840  ^Wharton 82 


239 

558 
93 


Williamson 458 

Zapata 43 


Total 3464  23977 

Maj.  for  Reagan,  20,513 ; 
do.  for  Houston,  independ- 
ent candidate  for  Governor, 
4,354. 

ir.  Hamilton.  Waul. 

Atascosa 172  90 

Austin 355  533 

Bandera 18  26 

Bastrop 35S  424 

Bee No  return. 

Bell 818  274 

Bexar 766  991 

Blanco 118  42 

Bosque 127  53 

BraKoria  118  309 

Brazos 118  82 

Brown 27  1 

Burleson 873  289 

Burnett 2s5  93 

Caldwell 295  802 

Calhoun 146  179 

Cameron 4  418 

Colorado 357  273 

Comal 86  39 

Comanche 100  25, 

Coryell 208  101. 

De  Witt 904  281 

Ellis        308  271 

El  Paso 57  207 

Earth 209  23 

Falls 218  112 

Fayette 566  551 

Fort  Bend 173  172 

Freestone 250  '  805 

Galveston 837  400 

Gillespie 69  147 

GoUad 198  l;i3 

Gonzales 450  427 

Grimes 419  254 

Guadaloupe....  229  818 

Hamilton 43  7 

Harris 836  598 

Hays No  return. 

Hidalgo 3  227 

Hill 216  170 

Jackson 141  57 

Johnson S49  134 

Karnes 150  81 

Kerr 31  82 

Lapassas 212  64 

Lavacca 329  830 

Leon 874  879 

Ijraestone 218  835 

Live  Oak 86  60 

Llano 81  76 

McLennan 843 

Madison 168 


678 
86 
119 
204 
130 

16007 


-{Continued.) 

0pp.       Detfi 
Stokea.   Savage. 


Total 17198 

Maj.  for  Hamilton,  1,191; 
'  do.  for  Houston,  4,378. 

Hamilton  ran  as  an  inde- 
I  pendent  Democrat.  Hardin 
1  R.  Runnells  was  the  regular 

Democratic  Candidate  for 
I  Governor.      Runnells  beat 

Houston,  for  the  same  office, 
I  two  years  before,  by  9,805 
,  majority, 

TOTAL  VOTE  OF  THE  STATE. 
Independents. 

Governor . .Houston,  86227  < 

Lt.  Oou Clark,. . .  81458  ; 

C.  VdOfficeCroshy...  28328  < 
Co?igres8. .  .Indep'nt  20662  J 

Democrats. 
Governor.  .'RunneWa,  27500  ! 

Lt.  Gov Lubbock,  80325  J 

O.  ZWQ??C6  White. . .  83303  < 
Congress..  .Bern., ...  399S4  | 

Major's. — Houston,  8,727  ; 
>  Clark,  1,133  ;  White,  4,975  ; 


,  Coffee 447  909 

'De  Kalb 825  753 

I  Grundy 66  8S5 

■  Jackson 1426  1043 

'  Macon 556  4^37  , 

;  Smith 1598  674 

Van  Buren 153  166 

Warren 528  1043  ' 

■White 1034  750 

Total 6638  6160  I 

Maj.  for  Stokes,  478.  ( 


TENNESSEE. 

TOTAL  VOTE  OF   THE   STATE. 
'  Opposition. 

]  Gov Netherland..68218 

1  Cong Opposition  .  .60921 

'  J>emorruts. 

',  Gov Harrb 76226 

Co7ig Democratic.  .78079 

I     Majorities.— Harris,  8,008 ; 
Dem.  maj.  on  Cong.,  12,158. 

1  LEGISLATURE — 1S59. 

Senate,.  .0pp.,  11;  Dem.,  14 
HonsE...  0pp., 34;  Dem., 41 


V. 


Hatton.  »Readv. 


Cannon 520  860 

Rutherford 1452  1531 

Sumner 810  1642 

Williamson 1 609  728 

Wilson 2828  10S3 

Total 6719      5844 

Maj.  for  Hatton,  875. 

*  Independent,  eupported  by  the 
Democrata. 


VI. 

Bedford „• 

Franklin % 

Lincoln 2 

Marshall "g 

Maury « 


Thomas. 
1450 
1540 
2393 
1472 
2168 

9028 


Total 

Dem.  maj.  for  Gov.,  4,278. 


VIL 


Gibba.  Wright. 


Tennessee.— 1859. 


CONGRESS. 

DistricLf 
I 


O^yp.       Dem. 

Nelson.  Haynea. 


'Carter 812  '842 

I  Cocke 945  587 

Greene 1062  2026 

;  Hancock 867  641 

,  Hawkins —  174 

'Jefferson 1602  654 

!  Johnson 547  218 

'Seviey 1058  261 

'  Sullivan 542  1589 

.Washington 996  1835 

Total 7931  T827  ' 

Maj.  for  Nelson,  104. 


Benton 29  882 

I  Decatur. 229  512 

GUes 2.59  1569 

Hardin 889  958 

Hickman 89  1119 

Humphreys 204  735 

Lawrence 253  949 

Lewis 5  253 

McNairy 831  1170 

Perry 208  555 

Wayne 210  678 


Mason No  return.  ' 


II.  Maynard.  Ram&av. 

■  Anderson 889 

;  Campbell 4.51 

!  Claiborne 775        676 

Fentress No  return. 

I  Grainger 1206        743 

.Knox     2.593        916 

'  Morgan 248        280 

___',  Overton 864      1431 

93  )  Scott No  return. 


Total 2711      9380 

Maj.  for  Wright,  6,669. 

Vlir.  Quarlea.  Meneea. 

Cheatham — with  Davidson. 

2462 

837 

1015 

1120 

802 


Davidson 3383 

Dickson 447 

Montgomery. .  .1370 

Robertson 1248 

844  ^Stewart 551 

540 

Total 6994 

Maj.  for  Quarles,  758. 


6236 


IX. 


Etheridpe.  Atkina. 


Matagorda 63        168  J 

Medina 58        199  ( 

Milam 817        208  i 

Montague —         — 

Montgomery...  262        177 

Navarro 870        801 

Nueces 225        189 

Palo  Pinto 1.51  28 

Parker 495        198 

Presi<leo No  return. 

Hcfugio No  return. 

Robertson 229        185 

San  Patricio  ...     17  81 

San  Saba    .....  1.58  14 

Starr ?. . .  No  return. 

Tarrant 448        2.83 

Travis 595        428 

TTvalde No  return. 

Victoria No  return. 

Walker   485        845 


Total 6476      4980 

Maj.  for  Maynard,  1,546. 

III.  Brabfton.  Smith. 

Bledsoe 492        830 

)  Blount 1273        72;3 

S  Bradley 795      1023 

Cumberland — with  Bledsoe. 


Carroll 1720 

Dyer 736 

Gibson 1967 

Henry 1019 

Henderson 1315 

Lauderdale 464 

Obion 682 

Tipton 875 

Weakley 1159 


1023 
665; 
1385) 

1844  { 
799 
419 

1072; 
607; 

1616  J 

9430) 


Hamilton 1284  918 

Marion 481  893 

Meigg    150  610 

Monroe 943  1067 

McMinn 1054  1094 

Polk 879  742 

Rhea 348  431 

Roane 1044  839 

S«quatchie 179  138 

Total 8372  8318 

Maj.  for  Brabeon,  59. 


Total 9487 

Maj.  for  Etheridge,  7. 

X.  Sneed.    Averv. 

Fayette 921 

Hardeman 600 

Haywood 778 

Madison 1362 

Shelby 1987 


929 

1108) 
903) 
876! 

2138' 

) 


Total 5648      5954; 

Maj   for  Avery,  806. 
I      Currin, /«(?.,  received  286 
voles  for  Congress. 


Kentucky— 1859. 

CONGRESS. 

Districts.             0pp.  Dfiii. 

I.  Morrow.  Burne't. 

Ballard 97  718 

Caldwell 180  6S1 

Calloway 118  1221 

Crittenden 234  738 

Fulton 140  442 

Graves 277  1429 

Hickman    46  671 

Hopkins 166  1316 

Livingston 261  426 

Lyon 48  433 

Marshall 84  916 

McCracken  ....  217  699 

Trigg 123  978 

Union 818  857 

Total 2248    11540 

Maj.  for  Burnett,  9,292. 

II.  Jacknon,  Pevton. 

Breckinridge...  921  "708 

Butler 509  55,'5 

Christian 98Y  1057 

Daviess 1242  1448 

Grayson 565  590 

Hancock 421  474 

Henderson 878  896 

McLean No  return. 

Mechlenburg  ..   883  1070 

Ohio 793  1141 

Total 7199      7989 

Maj.  for  Peyton,  740. 

III.  Bristow,  Sa)e. 

Allen 547  709 

Barren 1697  1336 

Edmonson No  return. 

Hart 459  783 

Logan 1453  464 

Monroe 663  581 

Simpson 40T  567 

Todd 726  426 

Warren 1212  789 

Total 7164      5575 

Maj.  for  Bristow,  1,689. 

IV.  Anderson.  Chriswian, 

Adair 547  1097 

Boyle 789  303 

Casey    696  448 

Clinton 312  678 

Cumberiand  ...  652  868 

Greene 482  681 

Lincoln 935  440 

Pulaski 1214  1876 

Russell 479  482 

Taylor 857  648 

AVayne 741  S81 

Total 7204      7201 

Maj.  for  Anderson,  8. 

V.  Jewett,  •BrowTU 

Anderson 594  471 

Bullitt 809  609 

Hardin 732  965 

Larue 493  861 

Marion .540  965 

Meade 387  600 

*  Independent  Democrat. 


ELECTION   RETURNS— KENTUCKY,  MISSOURI  AND  OHIO. 


24S 


KENTUCKY. 

CONli  R  KSS— <r<.nfiiiu«f.) 

Dii^rictt.  f^>p.       Drill. 

V.  JswFit.  Brnwn. 

Mercer 8M      llrtS 

NeUon 49T        »'.»•.• 

fipenctr 8tt6        a^l  ^ 

WaaJiington 900        6o9  ( 

Total .1066      6927  J 

Maj.  for  Brown,  1,S61.        \ 

VI,  Adun4.  (jftrnird.  ^ 

Brf  attatt iVg  S94  > 

Clay 4H  &in 

KsUll &.'>6  49:?  ' 

Flovd 427  673  '< 

(Jarrard 812  870' 

Harlan 490  213  5 

Jackson 170  132  ) 

Johnson M  760  ] 

Knox SiiT  fll4^ 

Laurel 429  874  . 

Letcher 223  227  J 

Madison 1267  943 

Owsley 456  814  ' 

Perry 2<Vi  270  ] 

Pike  277  664  - 

RockCasUe....  499  246  ' 

Whitley 715  a43 

Total 6164      7241^ 

MsO-  for  Adams,  923.  ) 

Vir.  M»M^rv.  Holt.  \ 

Henry   646  '    li»29  ^ 

Jefferson 42:>6      3:i24  ■ 

Oldham 3.'>i        Mf,  ', 

Shelby 1161         7^6 

Total  6416      6675 

Maj.  for  Mallory,  741.         I 

VIII.  Harlan.  SlmmL 

Bourbon 965  6^4 

Favette 1410  9'6  , 

Franklin 663  &19 

Harruon 926  1317  J 

Jessamine 593  5S7  ) 

Nlcholaa 7.37  1009  > 

Scott 7S2  1062  ; 

Woodford 6.^  46^  > 

Total 6o65      6932, 

Maj.  for  Simms,  67.  / 

L.T.     J.W.    I 

IX.  Moorp.    Sloore.  > 

Bath T43  1040  ,' 

Carter 4S4  8.32, 

Clarke  935  412  ) 

Fleming 9M  92S  ^ 

Greenup 1163  854. 

1-awrence 809  496/ 

LcwU 6<>4  731  ; 

Ma^on 1274  875  / 

Montgomery...  &S7  602 

Morgan 563  1147  , 

Powell 190  166^ 

Rowan 143  244  > 

ToUl 8505      8227/ 

Maj.  for  L.  T.  Moore,  278.  ^ 

X.  JoDM.  SUTVBknn.  ^ 

Bracken 754  773 

Boone 626  970 

Campbell 6S9  1242 

Carroll 8<>«  52-5 

Gallatin 8^3  492 

Grant 668  i>0» 

Kenton 950  1706 

Owen 415  1+19 

Pendleton 615  ^^71 

Trimble 179  474 

Total 5*39      9295 

Maj.  for  Stevenson,  3.456. 

TOTAL  VOTB  OF  ST.VTE. 

f>pp"'iti  m. 

<rO*«rf»or.  .Bell 67,271 

Con{;rigii...Opp......  61,670 

Govfmnr .  .yi^gof&n  76.1''7 
Ctmffresa. . . Dem., . . .  76,602 


Missouri— 1858. 

<.'O.VURK.S.<!. 

Di't'  icU.  l\'ep.         Dnn, 

I.  Blair.     BamIL 

St.  Louis 6631        7057 

Breckinridge,  Am.,  666S. 
Barrett  over  Blair,  426.* 

•  ConlMt«<]  hv  Frank  Blair,  who 
finally  obtalnMl  thr  tval ;  but  r«- 
•  i^MJ  aod  referred  ibe  lualt«r 
back  to  the  F«ople. 

IHMlricis.             0;>;>.  Pnn. 

II.  Henderv>n.  Anderat^n. 

Audrain 413  699 

Boone 4-<l  18.'.6 

Calloway....     867  1696 

Lincoln 463  iWiS 

Marion 956  1065 

Monroe 626  1240 

Montgomery..    441  601 

I'ike 1123  1238 

Hulls 873  692 

St.  Charles ...     659  902 

Warren 290  677 

Total 60S9      10902 

Maj.  for  .\nderson,  4,613. 
In  the  Third  District,  John 

B.  Clark,  Dem,  was  elected 

without  opposition. 

IV.  Adami.  Cralfc 

Andrew 698  1021 

Atchison 153  611 

Buchanan  ...     730  1997 

CaldweU 270  883 

Clay 993  626 

Clinton tm  M5 

Daviess 507  843 

DeKalb 195  612 

Gentry 464  1266 

Harrison 694  852 

Holt 460  650 

Nodaway 163  825 

Platte 1128  1412 

Ray 1066  691 

Total  7324      12439 

Maj.  for  Craig,  4,615. 

V.  Reld.  Woodaon. 

Benton Ufi  258 

Cass 449  617 

Cole 744  116 

Cooper 727  658 

Henry 221  762 

Jackson 1447  1075 

Johnson 515  650 

I-afayette....  840  936 

Miller 450  176 

Moniteau  ...  891  649 

Morgan 2s5  868 

I'ettU 2(17  4K> 

Saline 669  632 

Total 6947        7942 

Smith,  Ind ,  2,0.38. 
Woodson  over  Keld,  995. 

VI.  RlcharHion.  Phalpa. 

Bates 10  626 

Barton 69  193 

Barry 2:12  6>>7 

Camden 241  242 

Cedar 220  62-H 

Dade 213  6.V> 

Dallas 462  272 

Gasconade...  Ml  245 

fireene 11K5  1029 

Hickory 168  8:-0 

Howell i:i6  97 

Jasper 344  43t 

Laclede 8.V>  878 

Lawrence 608  666 

Maries    86  472 

McDonald...  1,'.3  JU6 

Newton     ...  410  779 

Oregon. 137  1*9 

Osage 427  451 

Ozark    and   )  „,.  -_o 

Douglas,     f     240         8.3 


MISSOUItl. 

CONG  RKSS— (roi,(mu«f.) 


Opp. 
Rlrhartlann, 


/H.friVU. 
VI. 

Polk 672 

Pula.skl 118 

St.  Clair 114 

Stone 118 

Taney 206 

Texas 124 

Vernon 41 

Webster 626 

Wright 64 


Total 8050 

Maj.  for  Phelps,  6,31 

VIL  Zacl-r. 

Bolling(^..  ..  136 

Butler.T. ...  98 

CapeGirard'u  734 

Crawford....  150 

Dent 52 

Dunklin aW 

Franklin  ....  1012 

Iron a">3 

Jefferson 864 

Madison 81 

Missi*!ippl . . .  126 

New-Madrid  .  227 

Pemiscot 65 

Perry 150 

Phelps 71 

Reynolds 173 

Ripley 66 

Scott 298 

Shannon 12 

St.  Genevieve    278 

St.  Francois   .  349 

^Stoddard 217 

I  Washington . .  273 

'  Wayne 2iH> 


Prm. 

Phalpa. 
630 
255! 
721 
17« 
486 
678 
409 
679 
889! 

13424 i 

'4. 

No«ll. 
62H 
211  ! 
64S! 
42:? 
46S 
58 
T67 
174 
620 
W4 
877 
827 
268 
759 
498 
187 
412 
892 
197 
897 
6<*8 
472 
702 
458 


Total 5808      10404 

Maj.  for  Noell,  4,596. 
At  the  same  election  a 
vote  was  taken  for  Superin- 
)  tendent  of  Public  Schools, 
?  at  wliich  Starke,  Dtm  ,  was  j 
S  chosen  over  Provines,  Am., 
■  by  33,864  majority. 


Oluo-1859. 

GOVER.NOR. 
Pv>trirt<.  Urp  D'm . 

1.  A  II.  t>ennl«<>n.  Rann#v. 

Hamilton....  13285      14173 
Maj.  for  Ramsey,  893. 


III.  Pen. 

Butler 22.38 

Montgomery.  4747 
Preble 2261 


Rao. 
8479 

4615 ; 

1496  ; 


Total 9246  9590 

Maj.  for  Ilanney,  844. 

IV.  r>-n.  Ran. 

Allen 1574  16.'4 

Auglaize 696  1277  \ 

Darke 2201  24.%4  / 

Mercer .MO  1057) 

Miami 2722  18.39 

Shelby 1352  1517 


ToUl 90s5 

Maj.  for  Ilanney,  7 
V.  P.O. 

DeBance 778 

Fulton 10.37 

Hani-ock 1674 

Henry 670 

Lucas      2225 

Paulding  ....     441 

Putn.-im 735 

Van  Wart  . . .      MJ 

Williams 1191 

Wood 1429 


9800 


15. 


Ran. 
10':<8 

707 
1796 

841 
2073 

826 
10S7( 

865; 
1018  , 
l'r21  ' 


Total 11017      10812  1 


Total llitu       Ml 

M^.  for  Pennison,  205 


OHIO. 

fiOVERNOR-(r„ri(.iiurJ.) 

IH^tricU.             J\'rp.  Dm. 

VI.  Dennltoo.  RannaT. 

Adams 1405  17M 

Brown lt»7  2275 

Clermont 2689  2983 

Highland....  2168  2175 

Total 7919  9191 

Maj.  for  Ranney,  1,272. 

VII.  IVn.  Rj»n. 

Clinton 1721  liii9 

Favette 1098  761 

Greene 2466  1863 

Madison 1018  929 

Warren 2689  1615 

Total 6987  6666 

Maj.  for  Dennison,  8,801. 

VIII.  Pen.  Ran. 
Champaign..  1733  1612 

Clarke 2249  1574 

Delaware....  2.3.53  1776 

Logan 1650  1288 

Union 1241  910 

Total 92.30  7110 

Maj.  for  Dennison,  2,120. 

IX.  Prn.  Ran. 
Crawford  ....  l^'^)  2253 

Hardin 11.V2  112T 

Marion 1883  1891 

Ottaway 328  678 

Sandusky....  1473  1623 

Seneca 2461  2661 

Wyandotte  . .  1295  1390 

Total  9597  11227 

Miij.  for  Ranney,  1,630. 

X.  Pen.  Ran. 

Gallia 1865  185T 

Jackson 1198  1289 

Lawrence 1450  1248 

Pike 669  1085 

Ross 2587  2688 

Scioto 1603  1424 

Total 8S77  9089 

Maj.  for  Ranney,  162. 

XI.  Pen.  Ran. 

Athens 1-43  128T 

Falrtield 1394  2821 

Hocking 976  139T 

Meigs 1912  14.37 

Perry 1898  2281 

Vinton 979  1049 

Total 9003  10223 

Maj.  for  Ranney,  1,220. 

XII.  Pen.  Ran. 

Franklin 8763  4684 

Licking 8080  8488 

Pickaway  . . .  1710  214T 

Total 6503  10219 

Maj.  for  Ranney,  1,717. 

XIIL                 Pen.  Ran. 

Erie 1983  1535 

Huron 2!>24  156« 

.Morrow 1919  1770 

Richland  ....  2735  2952 

Total 9561  7825 

M.TJ.  for  Dennison,  1,78<. 

XIV.  Pen.  Ran. 

Ashland l'^**  1914 

Lorain 3;Wl  ]6h9 

Medina 2413  1467 

Wayne 2944  8285 

Total 10583  6845 

XV.  Pen.  Ran. 
Coshocton  ...  2198  24«1 

Holmes 1241  19«4 

Knox 2t«3  2.V?8 

Tu.«carawas..  2831  2778 

ToUl 5^78  978« 

Maj.  for  Ranney.  863. 
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OHIO. 

GOVERNOR— (ro)i<i'«««/.) 

jnist  iris.  lif-p.        Dfiin. 

XVI.  Dennison.  Rannev. 

Morf,'an 18-35        1308 

Muskingum...  3604  8467 
Washington..  2198        1781 

Total 7637        6.556 

Maj.  for  Dennison,  1,081. 

XVII.  r>en.  Ran. 

Belmont 22S0  2591 

Guernsey....  2103  1663 

Monroe 757  1585 

Noble 1448  1355 

Total 6588        7194 

Maj.  for  Ranney,  606. 

XVIII.  Den.  Run 

Portage 2620        2038 

Starke 3725        4005 

Summit 2560        1734 

Total 8905        7777 

Maj.  for  Denniiion,  1,128. 

XIX.  Den.  Ran. 
Cuyahoga  . . .  5834  4115 

Geauga 1881  529 

Lake 1807  538 

Total 9522        5182 

Maj.  for  Dennison,  4,340. 

XX.  Den.  Ran. 

Ashtabula  . . .  3737  1049 
Mahoning  ...  2424  2041 
Trumbull ....  8143        1791 


MICHIGAN. 

CHIEF    JUSTICE— (ron(i'(Z.)  \ 

Disfrictt.  Tiep.  Den 

)         III.  Martin.  Folrh.  ' 

<  Kalamazoo  ..  2326  15131 

)  Kent 8199  2443  i 

{  Mason 73  32 ' 

Montcalm  ...     469         814  [ 

Newago 287  245 ' 

Oceana 124  1.32 

Ottawa 1643  1076; 

VanBuren...  1593  1307  i 


Total 9304 

Maj.  for  Dennison 

XXI.                Den. 

Carroll    1000 

Columbiana...  3125 

Harrison 1764 

Jefferson  ....  2294 

4881 
4,423. 

Ran. 
1255 
2235 
1384 
1822 

Total 8783 

Maj.  for  Dennison 

TOTAL  VOTE  OP  THE 

Dennison,  Hep., 

Ranney,  Hem., 

6696 
2,087. 

STATE. 

184,502 
171,266 

Mag.  for  Dennison 

13,236 

Michigan— 1859. 

CHIEF  JUSTICE. 

Dvtricls.            lii-ji.  Dem 

I.                    Mnrtin.  Felch. 

Jackson 2702  2321 

Livingston...  1713  1810 

Washtenaw..  8231  3088 

"Wayne 8894  4212 


IL 

Branch.. ., 

Cass 

Hillsdale  . 
Lenawee  . 
Monroe. . . 
St.  Joseph 


Total 13865        9818 

Maj.  for  Martin,  4,052. 


Total 11540      11431  < 

Maj.  for  Martin,  109. 

Martin.     Folrh.  ] 


III.  Martin. 

AUagan 1293 

Barry 1.535 

Berrien 1816 

Calhoun 2915 

CUnton 14.32 

Eaton 1753 

Gratiot 449 

Ionia 1887 


Total 22804      17387 

Maj.  for  Martin,  5,467. 

IV.  Martin. 

Alpena 88 

Bay 145 

Cheboygan  ..        T 
Chippewa....      40 

Emmett 21 

Genesee 2122 

Gr'd  Traverse    235 
Houghton  . . .     152 

Ingham ,  1861 

Iosco 4.S 

Isabella 42 

Lapeer 1476 

Mackinac...      27 

Macomb 1932 

Manistee 82 

Manitou 14 

Marquette.. . .     120 

Midland 123 

Oakland 3479 

Ontonagon  ..     154 

Saginaw 989 

Sanilac 908 

Shiawasse  ...  1150 

St.  Clair 1932 

Tuscola 621 


Felch. 

184 

111 

36 

147 

1576 

137 

878 

1719 

4 

25 

1098 

153 

1671 

47 

23 

159 

16 

3396 

141 

911 

817 

1039 

1563 

299 


Total 17707      15100 

Maj.  for  Martin,  2,607. 

TOTAL  VOTE  OF  THE  STATE. 

Martin,  Hep., 65,016 

[Felch,  Hem., 53,681 

Maj.  for  Martin,  . .  12,285 


Indiana— 1858. 

CONGRESS. 


District*.  Rep. 

I.  •Hovev. 

Daviess 734 

'  Dubois 191 

I  Gibsoa 1072 

Knox 1043 

'  Martin 441 

,  Pike 569 

'  Posey 1299 

\  Spencer 1210 

,  Vanderburgh.  1846 
■  Warrick 542 


Vr.m. 

Niblack. 

1032 

1117 

1021 

1206 
865 
612 

1309 
907 

1163 

1097 


2191  1221  ^ 

.  1518  1276; 

.  2643  1501 , 

.  8865  25.37  < 

.  1714  18.50  J 

.  1934  1428 


Total 8946      10329 

Maj.  for  Niblack,  1,383. 

11.  Wilson.  Knplish. 

Clark 1129  1446 

Crawford....  6.33  716 

Floyd 1535  1429 

Harrison 1367  1493 

Orange 611  994 

Perry 601  985 

Scott 556  703 

Washington..  1102  1522 


Felch.  S     Total 7434        9293 

^948  \     ^^^-  ^°'  English,  1,859. 

1941  <  m.  Dunn.   Hufhes. 

2063)  Bartholomew.  1340  1227 

1131?  Brown 2.53  548 

13.32  <  Jackson 778  1249 

241  )  Jefferson 2373  1491 

1223  \  Jennings  ....  1323  943 


INHIANA. 

CONGRESS— (ronHriued.) 

Di*:t'irt.<!.  Jifp.        Dfm. 

III.  Dunn.  Hughe*. 

Lawrence 1095  8S0 

Monroe 1075         964 

Switzerland..  1121        10S3 


Total 9363        6885 

Carr,  A.  L.  Hem.,  1,4.32. 
Dunn  over  Hughes,  978. 

IV.  Hackleman.  Holman. 

Dearborn....  1472  2335 

Decatur 1672  1444 

Franklin 1264  2135 

Ohio 424  492 

Ripley 1381  1464 

Rush 1643  1555 

Total 7856        9425 

Maj.  for  Holman,  1,569, 

V.  Kilffore.  Devlin. 

Delaware 1293  718 

Fayette 1069  933 

Henry 1956  912 

Randolph....  1573  1053 

Union 743  640 

Wayne 2750  1665 


Total 9383  5921 

Maj.  for  Kilgore,  8,462. 

VI.  Porter.  Rav. 
Hancock  ....  875  1040 
Hendricks....  1662  1174 
Johnson    ....  1114  1415 

Marion 3956  3054 

Morgan 1590  1402 

Shelby 1579  1681 

Total 10776  9716 

Maj.  for  Porter,  1060. 

VII.  "Davis.  Secrest. 

Clay 842  709 

Greene 1266  1112 

Owen 1190  759 

Parke 1795  507 

Putnam 1820  1656 

Sullivan 1122  1100 

Vermillion...     907  515 

Vigo 1951  1226 

Total 10893  7584 

Maj.  for  Davis,  3,309. 

VIII.  Wilson.  Blalte. 

Boone 1500  13S0 

Carroll 1385  1382 

Clinton 1184  1346 

Fountain  ....  1580  1626 

Montgomery..  1936  19S9 

Tippecanoe..  2441  2021 

Warren 1002  643 

Total 11028  10387 

Maj.  for  Wilson,  641. 

IX.  Colfax.  Walker. 

Benton 279  204 

Cass 1527  1477 

Fulton 888  927 

Jasper 643  483 

Lake 1063  550 

Laporte 2T89  2224 

MarshaU 1215  1122 

Miami 1551  1519 

Porter 1146  1025 

Pulaski 420  552 

St.  Joseph  . . .  2067  1586 

Starke 144  185 

White 809  756 

Total 14541  12610 

Maj.  for  Colfa.\,  1,931. 

X.  Case.  Dawson. 

Allen 1949  2707 

De  Kalb 1047  1157 

Elkhart 1971  1649 

Kosciusco. ...  1584  1057 

<  La  Grange...  1062  460 


INHIANA. 

CONGRESS— (foHhnwd.) 

Di.-tricts.             Hep.  Dem. 

X,  Case.  Daw&on. 

Noble 1273  1080 

Steuben 1113  441 

Whitley 776  86(i 

Total 10780  9417 

Maj.  for  Case,  1,363. 

XI.  Pjttit.  Coffroth. 

Adams 474  842 

Blackford....     251  879 

Grant 1297  973 

Hamilton 1471  1008 

Howard 1009  622 

Huntington  . .  1218  1895 

Jay 847  772 

Madison 1209  1451 

Tipton 505  627 

Wabash 1797  1126 

Wells 670  848 

Total 10748      10088 

Maj.  for  Pettit,  710. 

AGGREGATE  VOTE  OF  STATE. 

Hejyuhlituns. 
Sec.  State.. ¥ee\\e...10i62S 
Auditor.. . .  Lange. .  .105493 

7V«!a»Mrer.. Harper. .105416 
Ati'y  Gen..  Otto. ..... 105761 

&  Hub.  /res.  Young, .  .105014 

Sec.  State.  .McClure,1074n9 

Auditor.. .  .Dodd 107242 

y/'e«SMre»'.Cun'g'm. 107634 
Atfy  Gen.  .MoDon'd  107291 
S.  Hub.  Jns.Rugg  ...107910 

*  Anti-Lecompton  Democrats, 


Illinois-1868. 

CONGRESS. 

DiKtiids.              Hep.  Dnug. 
1.              Washburne.  Br'pht, 

Boone 1704  286 

Carroll 1137  256 

Jo  Daviess...  1938  1476 

Lake 1677  620 

McHenry 2224  1081 

Ogle 2092  815 

Stephenson..  2140  1489 

Winnebago  . .  2899  .484 

Total 15811        6457 

\     Jackson,  A.L.H.,  870. 
(     Washburne    oyer  Bright, 
/  9,854. 

>  II,             Famsworth.    Dver, 
)Cook 10108        8S78 

De  Kalb 2067  613 

DuPage 1280  496 

Kane 8173  1121 

Lee 1688  689 

Rock  Island..  1542  1803 

Whiteside,...  1990  700 

Total 21797      13198 

Blackman,  A.L.H.,  701. 
F'worth  over  Dyer,  8,599. 

III.  Lovejoy.  Armstrong. 

Bureau 2546  607 

,  Champaign  . .  1271  900 

DeWitt 992  755 

Grundy 999  715 

'Iroquois 1199  744 

'  Kankakee  . . .  1366  852 

;  KendaU 1423  405 

;>  La  Salle 4040  8488 

(  Livingston.. . .     986  794 

{  M'Lean 2570  2153 

>  Putnam    ...     582  299 
^Vermillion....  1661  1126 

Will  2678        2198 

\     Total 22.318      14988 

[      Le  Roy,  .4./:.i>.,  1,828. 
;     L'joy  over  Armst'g,  7,825. 
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JLLIKOIS. 


CONOR  KSS 
Di'^  iris. 

rv. 

Pulton. . 


\f'iii\tinur4-) 

It'}*.  tirm. 

KrlloL-V'.  Dlvi.l 


lirni.  I     I) 
iilton.  ) 


JLLIKOIS. 

CONORESS— (ro»<iiiu«i.) 


Henry...    . 

2'J42 

Knox 

..  •-".«■>.■> 

Marshall  .. 

..   I'JiiS 

Mason 

S22 

Mercer 

..   141'J 

Peoria 

. .  '.'tioi 

Stark 

. .     '.'29 

Tazewell     . 

..  Kx."? 

Warren  . . . 

..  17.S3 

Woodford  . 

..     Sll 

Total . . . . 

.   194^7 

Gale,  A.L/).,  .\W. 
Kellogg  over  U'Kon,  2,C27 


Di'l  ictt. 

IX. 
anlin  . . 
1101  )  Jacksun  . 
1>20    Jolmson  . 
lOM  ',  Massac  . . 
Perry  . . . 

Pope 

Pulnskl.. 
Saline  . . . 
I'nion  . . . 

14IH5  )  Wabash 896 

1152  >  White 611 

)  Williamson  . .       4;l 

1CS60  I  AVayne 804 


K<-p.  Pm,. 

Plilllip*.  Lufcnn. 


10.S8 

S9J( 

20.23 

v.m 


15SiS 


V.  Griirt'iaw 

Adams 8oo4 

Brown 590 

Calhoun 171 

Hancock  2o:4 

Henderson  . .  liml 

McDonald...  1774 

Pike 1991 

Schuyler 106;J 


Morrlik  ) 

32S0  > 

S49^ 


Total  2796 

Parish,  A.L.I)..  144. 
Logan  over  Phillips,  13,0S2. 

For  Puperin't  of  Public 
.'jilj  >  Instruction,  llatenian.  Hep.., 

22:>4  ■  received  124,556  votes  ; 
"^y     French,     Doug.,     122,413  ; 

1944  '  Keynolds,  JiiicJt.,  5,173. 

2471  )      For  Treas'r,  Miller,  Jiep., 


wiscoA^sjy. 

GOVERNOR— (ron<inufti.) 

Oiniricis.              h'fv.  Dtm. 
II.                   Ran.inll.  Ilobart. 

Dunn 192  176 

Kau  Claire...     820  288 

Cirant 2496  1715 

Green 1726  1141 

Iowa U:A  1320 

Jackson 493  293 

Juneau 1060  H74 

La  Crosse....   1219  HVM 

Lafavette 1102  1514 

Lapointe 72  109 

Marathon 206  Ufi 

Monroe 939  579 

Pepin 432  255 

Pierce 500  8o5 

Polk 161  141 

Portape 74il  5''2 

Richland  ....     745  W7 

Uock 40s9  157S 

St.  Croix 516  560 

8auk 16.')9  799 

Trenipeleau..     866  134 

Wood 235  2S0 


14S9  ^  received   12.'),430 ;    Kondev,  .      jj.J 

\  Douiilas     Dem.,     121,609 ;' 

13529  ,  Dougherty,  BudCn  Uem.,  ,        "I. 
I  6,071.  '  Brown 


Total 27191      210S0 


for  Randall,  6,111. 


Total..   .     11643 
DavLs -4. /-./>.,  504. 
Morris  over  G'shaw,  1,8S1. 

„      .    >  TIIK  TOTE   FOR 

106^  )  LINCOLN  AND  DOUGLAS. 

923 

1517  '  -^^  ^^^  election,  Messrs. 
HI,-,9  i  Lincoln  and  Douglas  can- 
2093  '  V"^'"'i  '^"6  State   for  \J.  S. 

l^^j  )  Senator,  to  be  chosen  by  the 
2(154    Legislature    then     elected ; 


VI.  Mslhcnv 

Oass 743 

Christian 591 

Greene 7(i5 

Jersey 574 

Macoupin 1615 

Menard  7'^0 

Morgan 178:) 

Montgomery..  7S6 

Sangamon  ...  2S  >:i 

Scott 6,")0 

Shelby 5.'>«) 


Total  ...   11646 
McConnell,  A  /,/>.,  277.    ^ 
Harris  over  Math'y,  4,547.  ) 

Ogleshv.  Robinson.  -* 
712> 


and  while  .Mr.  Douglas  car- 
ried a  nuyority  of  the  Legis- 
lature, Mr.  Liiiciihi  had  the 
popular  vote.  The  aggre- 
gate vote  of  the  Stale  for 
16193  !  niembers  of  the  Legislature 
was  as  follows : 


1222 
3010 
1002 
1394  . 


VII. 

Clky .'424 

Clarlc I'tTO 

Coles InVJ 

Cumberland. .     4^S 

Crawford 693 

Edgar 1446 

Effingham..    .     214 

Fayette   605 

Jasper  4.')9 

Lawrence ....     4.V> 

Logan 1315 

Macon  116S 

Moultrie 513 

Piatt M6 

Richland  ....     499 


Lincoln,;?.';).,...  124,69S  ' 
Douglas, />«?i, . .   121,190 

Hitch.  Oem.,  and  ' 

1405 )       Scattering, 4,6S3  ' 

1-^^^  ]  Lincoln  over  Douglas,  S.-'jOS.  ', 

922  )      In    Five   Districts   of   the  ' 


Randnll. 

)  Brown 423 

Calumet 5H 

<  Columbia 2595 

\  Dodge &493 

Door 73 

:  Fond du Lac.  8214 
Green  Lake..  145:^ 

Jefferson 2327 

Kewaunee  ...  167 
Manitowoc...  704 
Marquette....     686 

Oconto 8.')3 

Ozaukee 627 

Outagamie...     494 

Shawanaw....     105 

Sheboygan...   1772 

^  Wa-shlngton . .     684 

(  Waupacca 1167 

'  Waushara  . ..  1126 
Winnebago  . .  22.35 


Total 


24113      2.5SS3) 


Maj.  for  Ilobart,  1,770. 

TOTAL  VOTE  OF  TUE  STATE. 


14;U  '  State  there  were  no  Repub-    Randall,  Itfp., 6.3465 

Soajliean     Candidates    for     the     Wohart,  Dein., 5950'i 

Maj.  for  Randall, 


S42    Legislature       In  these   five 
019     District.'),     the     Republican 
662  y  State  Ticket    received    577  , 
1174     votes,  which,  added    to   the  < 
939  '.  vote  of  .Mr.  Lincoln  (to  which  ' 
570     they  clearly  belong),  makes 
480  '  his   raajority  In    this  State, 
755  ,  over  Douglas,  4,086.  < 


1859. 


l.'i5S3  ) 


Total 1171V) 

Baldwin,  .4 . /.. />. .  36. 
R'son  over  Oglesby,  1,823. 


VIII.  B»V«r. 

Bond 731 

Clinton   877 

Jefferson  ....  288 

Madison 20.'>4 

Marion 575 

Monroe 569 

Randolph....  917 

St.  Clair 2464 

Washington . .  4;i5 


Fonk*.  ( 
700  5 

1193  ' 
2186) 
1142  ' 
1149; 
1090  ' 
1KA  \ 
1090, 


Wiscoii8in-1859. 

COVEK.VOK. 
IH'iritU. 


Oregon 

I  CONGRESS. 

\    Countia.  K'p. 

Benton 22*2 


I. 


Kenosha 1821 

Milwaukee...  2311 

Rarlne 2111 

Walworth 8183 

Waukesha  .   .  2786 


RanHnll.  HobKrI. 


900 
6251 
16:U 
14.'.9 
2295 


ToUl 8410       11490 

nope,  A.LD.  198 
Fouke  over  Baker,  8,030. 


Total 12161       12&40 

Maj.  for  Ilobart,  384. 


If. 


Ran.Ull.  Hobart. 


IX.  Phillip*. 

Alexander  .    .       41 

Kdwards 895 

Franklin 19 

t;aUstin 20r 

Hamilton 6 


Adams 594  293 

Bad  Ax 995  619 

Lo^n.  '  BulTalo 264  414 

378    Chippewa 1.56  243 

267  ;  Clarke 71  42 

1030  ,  Crawford 619  748 

815  '  Dane 5727  8880 

1155  !  Douglas 34  60 


Clackamas  . . 

880 

Clolsop 

51 

Columbia 

&) 

Coos 

53 

Currv 

54 

Douglass  . . . 

839 

Jark.son 

213 

Josephine  . . 

211 

Lane 

632 

Linn 

602 

Marion 

1062 

Multnomah  . 

56;} 

Polk   

2.54 

Tillamook  . . 

10 

rinp(|ua. . . . 

132 

W.1SCO   

116 

Washington. 

.    866 

Yamhill 

413 

Total 

6631 

Maj.  for  Stout,  89. 


Iowa— 1859. 

liOVKR.NOK. 

Di'lrirts.           Ttrj>.  Prm. 

I.                  Klrk«i«>(L  Dcdi-e. 

Adair 120  76 

Adams 177  122 

Audubon 58  CO 

Appanoose  . .     627  9S5 

Cass 179  152 

Clarke  462  851 

Dallas rm  448 

Davis 717  1142 

Decatur 390  771 

Desmolnes....  1704  1923 

Fremont 293  504 

Guthile 2,57  260 

Harrison  ....     297  851 

llenrv 1596  993 

Jasper iM6  705 

Jeffei-son  ....   12S2  1192 

Keokuk 1025  1043 

Lee 2 1. '.9  2.S93 

Louisa 9.'>6  679 

Lucas .521  457 

Madi.'Vin C«l  729 

.Mahaska  ...   1212  1137 

Marion 1256  1488 

.Mills    263  245 

.Monroe 749  665 

Montgomery..     125  116 

Page 377  KiS 

Polk  lii7S  1048 

Potawatoniie.     295  600 

Poweshiek...     595  411 

Ringgold  ....     260  125 

Shelby 78  96 

Tavlor 304  2.''.7 

Union 151  193 

VanBuren...  1397  1402 

Wapello 1016  1260 

Warien  937  609 

Washington..  120-1  946 

Wayne 416  535 

Total 2066:3  26755 

Maj.  for  Dodge,  93. 

i  II.  KIrVwnod.  Dodn. 

"-■•J  Allamakee...     743  1035 

•;:"!  Benton 914  7.32 

^■^'"  I  Black  Hawk..     S15  550 

Boone 298  413 

Bremer 417  43S 

Buchanan....     810  670 

Buena  Vista. .         2  6 

Butler 474  246 

Calhoun 17  17 

Carroll 30  80 

Cedar 1153  1003 

Ccrro  Gordo..     117  72 

Cherokee...    .       12  T 

Chickasaw...     4-39  809 

Clay 3  9 

Clayton 16.S0  1429 

Clinton 1605  1521 

Crawford 45  65 

Delaware M4  894 

Dickinson SI  15 

Dubu«iue  ....  •.751  8153 

Emmet 13  5 

Favette  -103  849 

Flovd 495  281 

Franklin 201  51 

(;reene 126  14^5 

Orundv   110  17 

Hamilton....     192  105 

Hancock...   .       19  14 

Hardin 645  4.'.8 

Howard 3;i6  279 

Humboldt  ...       49  29 

Ida 4  8 

Iowa 765  549 

Jack.ion 1273  1477 

Johnson KrffJ  1395 

Jon.-s  1101  11.53 

Kossuth 75  87 

Linn 1771  1345 

Marshall   ....     795  442 

Mitchell 516  204 

Monona 105  lOf 

>  Muscatine  ...   1457  1364 


8967 


Prm.   \ 
Stout.  1 

422  > 

379  i 

.34  i 

72) 

63  I 

87 

496 

668 

411  1 

.'.35  V 

723  i 

296  ! 

434  » 

284  1 

5  J 

43 

255  , 

201  ' 

813  1 

6670' 


248 


A   POLITICAL   TEXT-BOOK  FOR   1860. 


JOWA. 

GOVERNOR— (CSyifiiiiW.) 

DiyiricU.             Jipp.  Dnn.  \ 

II.                Kirkwood.  Dodpe. 

Palo  Alto....        3  44  < 

Plymouth....       24  11; 

Pocahontas  . .      16  17  j 

Sac 23  37 

Scott 220S  1625; 

Story 895  358  ( 

Tama 500  295  \ 

Webster 252  333  j 

Winnebago  . .       11  24  ' 

Winneshiek..  1022  771 

Woodbury...     132  163; 

Worth 93  26 

Wright 80  52  ( 

Total 29741      26.556  S 

Maj.  for  Kirkwood,  3,185. 

TOTAL  VOTE  OF  THE  STATE. 

Kirkwood,  Rep., 56404  j 

Dodge,  Z»6OT., 53311  ; 

Maj.  for  Kirkwood,    3093  \ 


MINNESOTA. 

GOVKllNOR— (ron(i;iu«Z.) 
JJixtiicts.  Hep.         Dem 

RamBey.    Becker. 

Rice 104o  828- 

Scott 552  917  : 

Sherburne  . . .     131  68  ' 

Sibley 3(3  526  \ 

Stearns 375  660 

Steele 448  178  ! 

Todd No  return. 

Wabashaw...     793  512 

Waseca 859  254 

Washington. .     953  707 

Winona 1209  814 

Wright 679  265 

Carlton,     1 

St.  Louis,  v.. .      88  119 

Lake,        ) 

Total..    ..  213.35      17583; 
Maj.  for  Ramsey,  3,752. 

LEGISLATURE. 

Senate. Rep., 23;  Dem.,  13; 

Independent,  1. 
House.. Rep.,  58;  Dem.,  22. 


Minnesota— 1859. 

GOVERNOR. 

Counties,  Rep.        Dem. 

Ramsey.  Becker. 

Anoka 383  165; 

Benton 143  94  ; 

Blue  Earth  . .     734         660  ' 

Brown 843  300 1 

Carver 473         624 ! 

Cass No  return. 

Chisago 284  156  i 

Crow  Wing. . .         8  65 ! 

Dakota 1007        1056' 

Dodge 593  444  ( 

Farribault  ...     210  109  I 

Fillmore 1399        1171 

Freeborn 433         227  ' 

Goodhue 1220  7061 

Hennepin  ...  2013        11171 

Houston 675         716; 

Isanti. Mo  return. 

Jackson 21  18 ; 

Kannabec ...        9  6 ; 

Kandiyohi...      19  3' 

Le  Sueur 677  625  ! 

Manomin No  return. 

Martin 18  10 ' 

McLeod 197  95  : 

Meeker 147  103  J 

Mille  Lac No  return.      J 

Monongalia..      47  80  ( 

Morrison 88  1151 

Mower 412  483  ' 

NicoUett 424         227  i 

Olmsted...    .  1119  777  | 

Pine 6  28  ( 

Pembina No  return. 

Ramsey 1485        1773! 

Renville 8  37  i 


California- 

-1859 

GOVERNOR. 

Countim.     Rep.     Dem.  J.Z.D. 

Stanford.  Latham.  Currev. 

Alameda..  299 

1066 

664 

Amador...  232 

2023 

9S5 

Butte 354 

1915 

1666 

Calaveras.    85 

3275 

1391 

Colusa  ...     15 

541 

166 

Con'a  Costa  41 

805 

878 

Del  Norte.     18 

392 

126 

El  Dorado.  408 

3096 

2413 

Fresno 1 

359 

11 

Humboldt      S3 

397 

872 

Klamath..       1 

607 

120 

Los  Ang'ls  220 

1916 

49 

Mavin 67 

467 

75 

Mariposa .      8 

1462 

212 

Mendocino    11 

730 

85 

Merced.. . .       1 

231 

82 

Monterey..    46 

495 

175 

Napa 14 

810 

905 

Nevada...  581 

3185 

25;^ 

Placer 896 

8226 

1117 

Plumas...  193 

8.S2 

649 

Sacram'to.  228 

8526 

2678 

San  Bern'o     33 

532 

6 

San  Diego.    17 

269 

1 

San  Fran'o3027 

4747 

2943 

San  Joa'in  209 

1806 

873 

S.LuisOb'o   80 

284 

30 

San  Mateo   105 

420 

418 

Santa  B'ra    35 

431 

— 

Santa  Clara  626 

1407 

367 

Santa  Cruz  150 

499 

451 

Shasta 8 

1456 

432 

Sierra  ....  295 

2814 

1666 

CALIFORNIA. 

GOVERNOR— (ronh'7iwerf.) 

Counties.     Rt^~>.     l>em.  A.L.D. 
Stanford.  Latham.  Currev. 

Siskiyou . .     43  21.59  1303 

Solano....     88  1172  827 

Sonoma...     64  1981  1148 

Stanislaus.     13  889  106 

Sutter ....     87  695  159 

Tehama  . .     85  770  92 

Trinity  ...       4  1285  829 

Tulare  and  K  J  821  63 
Bna  Vista  ) 

Tuolumne    969  3723  737 

Yolo 66  757  668 

Yuba 437  2442  1471 


Total.. 10110  62255  31298  J 
Latham  over  C'rey,  30957 ; ' 
over  both,  20847. 

AGGREGATE   VOTE   ON   OTIIER 

STATE  OrFlCERS. 

RepuhHrana. 

Lt.  Gov Kennedy,  11148 

Congress  .  .Baker,. . .  41438 
"  Sibley,...      801 

Sup.  C<wr<. Shatter..  11799 
DemocratJi, 

Lt.  Gov ....  Downey, .  59051 
Congress  .  .Burch  . . .  57665 

"  Scott 56998 

Sup.  Court.Co'pe  ....  69897 

Anti-Leconipton  Deniorrnfft. 

Lt.  Gov Conness. .  81051 

Congress  .  .Booker  . .    2969 

"  McKibben43474 

Sup.  Cowr^.Sprague..  30978 

Baker,  Rep.,  was  generally 
supported  by  the  Anti-Le- 
compton  Democrats,  and 
McKibben  by  the  Republi- 
cans. 


ALABAMA. 

\  grounds  of  greater  devotion 
to  the  interests  of  the  South, 
but  exhibited  only  a  feeble 
'  show  of  strength,  Andrew  B. 
;  Moore,  regular  Dem.,  being 
reelected     Governor     over 
Wm.  F.  Samford,  Independ- 
;  ent,  by  about  20,000  major- 
'  ity.    The  Regulars  also  car- 
ried the  entire  Delegation  in 
Congress  ;    the    only    close 
contest  being  in  the  Third 
>  (Montgomery)  Dist.,  where 
!  Clopton,  Regular  Dem.,  beat 
\  Judge,  Independent,  by  214 
(  majority. 

Mississippi. 

An  Election  was  held  in 
this  State  for  Governor, 
State  Officers,  and  Congress- 
men, in  18.'i9,  which  resulted 
in  the  success  of  the  Demo- 
cracy by  more  than  three  to 
one,  Pettus,  Dem.,  for  Go- 
vernor, receiving  84,559 
votes  to  10,308  for  Walter, 
Independent.  The  Demo- 
cratic Candidates  for  other 
State  Officers  ran  ahead  of 
Mr.  Pettus.  For  Congress 
there  was  hardly  a  show  of 
opposition  to  the  Democra- 
tic candidates. 


South  Carolina. 

There  is  no  opposition  to 
what  is  termed  the  Regular 
Democracy  in  this  State,  and 
no  officers  are  elected  by  the 
entire  vote  of  the  State,  the 
Governor  and  State  officers, 
as  well  as  the  Presidential 
Electors,  being  chosen  by 
the  Legislature. 


Alabama. 

An  Election  was  held  in 
;  this  State  in  1859,  for  Go- 
'  vernor,  Congressmen  and 
I  Legislature,  in  which  the 
'  opposition  to  the  regular 
1  Democracy  claimed  the  suf- 
jages  of  the  people,  on  the 


Florida. 

The  last  general  Electior 
in  this  State  was  for  Con- 
gress, in  1858,  when  both 
candidates  were  Democrat*. 
Hawkins,  the  regular  Demo- 
crat, receiving  6,465  votes, 
and  Westcott,  Independent 
Dem.,  4,070. 


Arkansas. 

There    is    not    sufficiea 
opposition    to  the   Regula 
Democracy  in  this  State  t* 
create  the  slightest  interes 
in  the  elections.    At  the  las' 
election     for    Congressmer 
(1S6S)  in  the  First  District. 
Hindman,    Dem.,    received 
18,255  votes,   to    2,858   for 
Crosby,  Independent ;  and, 
in  the  Second  District,  Rust, 
!  Dem.,    received    16,302    to 
8,114  for  Jones,  and  8,452 
for  Drew,  Independent  can- 
didates. 
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Books ;  Literary  intelligence  ;  Papers  on  Mechanics  and  the  Arts,  Cookery,  etc.,  etc.  We  strive 
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TERMS. 

Per  Copy,  one  year $3  OC  I  Five  Copies,  one  year $11  25 

Two  Copies,  one  year 6  00  I  Ten  do.  to  one  address 20  00 

Any  person  sending  us  a  club  of  twenty  or  over,  will  be  entitled  to  an  extra  copy.  For  a 
club  of  forty,  we  will  send  The  Daily  Tribune  one  year. 

THE  NEW-YORK  WEEKLY  TRIBUNE, 

a  large  eight  page  paper  for  the  country,  ia  published  every  Saturday,  and  contains  Editorials  on 
the  important  topics  of  the  times,  the  news  of  the  week.  Interesting  correspondence  from  all 
parts  of  the  world,  the  New-York  Cattle,  Horse,  and  Produce  Markets,  interesting  and  reliable 
Political,  Mechanical,  and  Agricultural  articles.  Papers  on  Cookery,  etc.,  etc. 

We  shall,  during  this  year,  as  hitherto,  constantly  labor  to  improve  the  quality  of  the  instruct- 
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CAMPAIGN    DOCUMENTS. 


"We  invite  the  attention  of  friends  of  the  Republican  cause  to  the  following  list  of  documents  : 

Please  pay  particular  attention  to  the  remarks  on  Postage  on  these  documents,  as  prepayment 
is  required. 

I.  THE  IRREPRESSIBLE  CONFLICT:  Gov.  Seward's  Rochester  Speech  of  1858; 
with  Charles  O'Conor's  Union-Meeting  Speech,  December  19,  1859. 

n.  THE  DEMOCRATIC  LEADERS  FOR  DISUNION :  Speech  of  Henry  Wilson  of 
Massachusetts,  in  the  Senate,  January  25,  1860. 

nL  THE  ADMISSION  OF  KANSAS  :  Gov.  Seward's  great  Speech,  in  Senate,  February 
29,  1860. 

IV.  NATIONAL  POLITICS :  Speech  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  of  Illinois,  at  the  Cooper  Insti- 
tute, New-York,  February  27,  1860 ;  James  R.  Doolittle's  Vindication  of  Wisconsin. 

V.  LAND  FOR  THE  LANDLESS :  The  Eon.  Galusha  A.  Grow's  Speech,  in  the  House, 
February  29,  1860. 

VI.  THE  LIFE  OF  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN :  By  am  Illinois  Republican,  who  knows 
well  the  man  and  his  history.  A  large  compact  pamphlet  of  32  double-column  pages,  for  general 
circulation  as  a  compaign  document.  Price  4  cents  a  copy,  40  cents  per  dozen,  $2  50  per 
hundred,  $20  per  thousand.  If  required  by  mail,  one  cent  additional  must  be  sent  to  prepay 
postage.     Cash  orders  are  solicited,  and  will  be  filled  in  the  order  of  their  reception. 

Vn.  PROTECTION  OF  HOME  LABOR  AND  HOME  PRODUCTIONS  NECES- 
SARY TO  THE  PROSPERITY  OF  THE  AMERICAN  FARMER  :  By  Henry  Carey 
Baird.     16  large  octavo  pages. 

The  above  are  printed  on  fair  type  and  good  paper,  each  forming  a  large  octavo  tract  of  16 
pages,  except  No.  6,  which  is  double  size  and  price.  They  are  sold  in  quantities  of  One  Thou- 
sand, or  over,  for  one  cent  per  copy,  and  the  Thousand  may  be  made  up  from  the  list  above 
given,  as  the  buyer  may  desire.  In  smaller  quantities,  $1  25  per  hundred  ;  25  cents  per  dozen  ; 
singly,  4  cents.  By  mail,  postage  prepaid,  5  cents  per  copy,  30  cents  per  dozen,  $1  60  per  100, 
$13  50  per  1,000. 

IN     G  E  E  M  A  N . 

L  Seward's  late  Speech  on  the  Admission  of  Kansas. 

n.  Land  for  the  Landless  :  The  Hon.  Galusha  A.  Grow's  Speech. 

nL  National  Politics :  Abraham  Lincoln's  Speech. 

IV.  The  Irrepressible  Conflict :  Gov.  Seward's  Rochester  Speech. 

V.  State  Rights  and  Supreme  Court :  The  Hon.  James  R.  Doolittle's  Speech. 

VI.  The  Democratic  Leaders  for  Distmion  ;  The  Hon.  Henry  Wilson's  Speech. 
vn.  The  Barbarism  of  Slavery :  The  Hon.  Owen  Lovejoy's  Speech. 

Price  of  all  these  German  Speeches,  5  cents  a  single  copy;  $2  50  per  100 ;  $15  per  1,000 
By  mail,  postage  prepaid,  6  cents  each,  60  cents  per  dozen,  25  for  $1,  100  for  $2  75,  1,000  for 
$17  50. 

Will  not  our  Republican  friends  aid  us  to  "  circulate  the  documents  ?"  Now  is  the  time  when 
thousands  of  minds  can  be  reached  and  influenced. 

Address  THE   TRIBUNE, 

Tribune  Buildings,  New- York. 


A  Complete  Political  Hi.story  of  the  United  SUtes 

THE  AMERIGAlTsTATESMAN: 

Distinguished  Statcsa.cn  on  Qucit^or ^htcliTa^d  Do'nfcTtS  Policr"^  "'  ^'^  ''''^'^' 

BY   ANDREW    W.    YOUNG. 

„. .  -^"""ff'  S"*'-  Library,  Sheep.     Price  $3  50. 

adnunistrution.  "^    ■'  ^""*  r diners     belore  their  landing,  down  to  the  present 

prli;;rcrues;U';:rpubT^  ^^^  r-of  the  Government  on  all  the 

divided  the  people  into  p^arties  ^     ^  ''^'  '"'""  ''''^''  ^^e  Constitution,  and  which  have 

.ti^JoTS"Sr^le::::;i]^i-^^-  whether  involving  Con- 

of  Confederation,  a  statcmen^l'fh'Scrar'Zi  ''  Independence,  Articles 

didates  for  the  Presidencj,  etc.,  ek;   ^'''''^'''^^  ^°'^^  ^'^a*  ^^ve  been  given  for  the  different  can- 

"Thfl       fK       k  [From  the  N.  T.  Tribune.] 

Which  ^::^^^:v;:^^  '^^i:^  '^rr^  ^^^^  ^"^  -"--^--  ^^ent, 

of  h  s  pen.  .      There  areTens  of  Thousands     nTh'"^'^'"'^^.^''  '"  "^"^  Productio^n 

our  land,  whose  daily  duties  do  not  aXrd  ther£r7?o^;,^?f,'''^^  l^  thousands-of  youth  in 
ters.  Annual  Registers,  Washington's  TfXr  '!.,  r^*^  ^'' '''""'' ^^'^'^^e^  of  Niles' Re-ig- 
etters  and  papers,  in  o;der  to  Si  a  Jear  an^cm^^^^^  Calhoun  s,    Benton's  and   otC 

have  successively  divided  our  sfa tesmeTanrour  coun^r'  ^""^  u^  '^^  "^'^  ^"^^^'i""^  ^hich 
the  winter  fireside,  the  apprentice  at  hU  hour,  oH.^  7u^?  generally.  But  the  farmer's  son  by 
may  make  himself  thoroughly  fam'iar  with  Mr  ^^'  ?'  """^  '"  "^<^  duller  season  for  business 
respecting  the  past  political  iistory  of  ^uf  country  E «."'''  ""'  '''"^  ^^'«™«  ^*^"-  '"''^S 
asuig  the  right  of  suffrage.  And  as  the  same  Question  «K^'"»^  tf  '^""-^'"'"'^  '^^  *''«^°  "«^^  "er- 
though  under  different  auspices,  and  often  with  a  chanlnf?''""^''  ''''PP^^'^d  from  age  to  age 
mastery,  this   unassuming  •StaUman'winnrnv.r°    ''^  ^'^'^^^mong  those  contending  for  the 

"to  agevtV'Th'^ ~^-^^^^'-!^^'^^:^^  -^^"' -^  ^- 

.iventoacU^-;^t"rn''°tJ\^,^i^L^^  ^^^^  ^^  Counties 

EVERY    AMErT^AN    CITIZEN 

SHOULD    OWN 

RANDALL'S  LIFE  OF   JEFFER=;ov      q  „  i 

JEFFERSON'S  COMPLETE  WORKS  '    9  vlu   $7  60 

RECOLLECTIONS  OF  WASIIIVGTOV  h    v.'"-/---;'. 22  60 

LIFE  AND  WORKS  OF  BEVJAMIY  FRU'^rlv^'o^  ^?°'  ^-  ^-  ^^^^  Casrig.       2  60 

WIRT'S  LIFE  OF  PATRICK  HENRY    1, of    ^^      ^  ^^^ 6  5o 

1  25 


-•  •  »- 


THE    LIFE    AND    PUBLIC    SERYICES 


HON.    ABRAHAM    LINCOLN. 

With  a  Portrait  on  Steel. 

BY    D.     Vi .    BARTLETT 

TnZ   WELL-KSOWN   ACTirOH   OF    "  TKE    itp..    «„  .  ' 

one  handsome   12™o.  'ciorb.  i  u  5aTl.    3 «oT'^ ''"'■" '^'^  "^'*^^**^" 
Pamphlet  Edition,    .      .       .   »*"*«»*«»»  360  pages.    Price    .       .       .    $1  00 

Liberal  discount  "iven      AHHr<»cj  ^„  

^        •     '^*^'*'"'  DERBY  &  JACKSON,  Publi»her», 

%*  Copies  of  either  or  all  of  the  abov.  ^-   v.  .^  _  ,      . ''^  Broadway   New- York, 
advertised.  ^"^  Pos*  oai<l.  on  receipt  of  the  price  aa 


SONG  BOOKS  FOR  THE  CAMPAIGN. 

HUTCHINSON'S  REPUBLICAN  SONGSTER, 

Edited  by  JOHN  W.  HUTCHINSON,  of  the  well-known 

HUTCHINSON  FAMILY  OP   SINGERS, 

and  embracing  some  of  their  choicest  songs.    Price  10  cents. 

ALSO, 

THE  BOBOLINK  MINSTREL, 

Or  REPUBLICAN  SONGSTER,  Edited  by  Geokge  W.  BraoAT,  containing  a  great  variety  of  highly  humorous,  aa 

well  as  patriotic  songs.    Price  10  cents. 

ALSO, 

THE  CONNECTICUT  WIDE-AWAKE  SONGSTER, 

Edited  by  John  W.  HctchinSon,  assbted  by  B.  Jepson,  Professor  of  Music,  of  New-Haven.  This  book  embraces 
gome  of  the  best  of  the  Hutchinson  Family  songs,  and  a  variety  of  choice  songs  especially  adapted  to  the  Wide 
Awakes,  who,  it  is  well  known,  are  a  Connecticut  "Institution."    Price  10  cents. 

THE  ABOVE  THBEE  BOOKS  CONTAIH 

"  TEE  FLAG  OF  THE  BRA  F^," 

A  125  Prize  Song,  by  W.  J.  Wallace,  together  with  many  others  of  nearly  equal  merit  that  were  Candidates  for  the 
Prize,  neither  of  which  can  be  found  in  any  pther  Campaign  Songster.    Glee  Clubs  that  desire 

THE  BEST  CAMPAIGN  SONGS  OF  THE  SEASON 
Should  be  careful  to  order  either 

HUTCHINSON'S  REPUBLICAN  SONGSTER, 

THE  BOBOLINK  MINSTREL, 

OK 

THE  CONNECTICUT  WIDE-AWAKE. 

Each  10  cents ;  or  the  three  for  25  cents,  or  all  of  them,  which  would  be  better  stilL  A  liberal  discount  to  clubs 
and  booksellers,  in  quantities.  Published  by 

O.  HUTCHINSON,  272  Greenwich  St.,  N.  Y. 

JUS T  P UBLISHED,  JUL  Y  2m,  1860. 

THE 

REPUBLICAN    ''CAMPAIGN''    TEXT-BOOK 

FOU  1860. 
BY   WILLIAM    HENRT   FRY, 

OF  THE  NEW  YORK  TKIBtTKE. 

12mo.    Paper  Covers.    Price  25  cents. 

This  work,  handsomely  printed,  contains  82  chapters  of  the  most  important  matter,  necessary  to  be  known  of  Ee- 
pablican  principles,  and  sham  Democracy ;  white  Slavery  (Jewish,  Greek,  and  Roman),  wUch  the  South  desires  to 
revive;  Modem  Slavery ;  Ordinance  of  1787 ;  Compromises;  Kansas;  Votes;  Administration  Corruptions  ;  Outrage!) 
on  the  North ;  Southern  white  Slavery ;  Burning  of  Men  alive ;  British  Emancipation  successful ;  Land  Qnestioa ; 
Lives  of  Lincoln  and  Hamlin,  etc.,  etc.,  all  close,  condensed,  and  accurate. 

An  AaMT  0»  A0BNT8  Wantbd  to  sell  this  work  throughout  the  land.    Terms  liberal. 

Single  copies  sent  to  any  address,  postpaid,  on  receipt  of  price.    Address 

A.  B.  BTTRDICK,  Publisher, 

No.  145  Nassau  St.,  New  Torh, 

A  New  Edition  of  Helper's  Crisis  ready. 


HO  R' ACE     GREELEY'S 


OVERLAND  JOUMEY  TO  CALIFOPtNIA, 


m  THE  SUMMER  OF  1859. 


XUBRACINO 


AN   ACCOUNT    OF    THE    PRESENT 


MORMON  CHURCH  IN  UTAH. 


BT 


HORACE  GREELEY. 

One  vol.  12ffw,,  doth.     Price  $1, 

No  more  interesting  record  of  American  Travel  lias  ever  appeared  than  Mr.  Greelej's  Let- 
ters, written  while  on  his  recent  journey  through  the  Great  West,  Utah  and  California.  They 
have  already  attracted  the  attention  of  thdisands  in  all  parts  of  the  country,  and  a  universal 
desire  has  been  expressed  to  have  them  in  a  connected  and  permanent  form. 

The  book  contains  a  careful  revision  of  the  Letters  already  published,  and  also  much  new  and 
interesting  matter,  including  the  author's  notes  and  observations  among  the  Mormons  in  Utah, 
closing  with  a  chapter  on  the  Pacific  Railroad,  in  which  its  importance  and  feasibility  are  clearly 
set  forth,  and  its  ultimate  success  fully  established. 

THE  FOLLOWIXG  LIST  IS  FROM  THE  TABLE  OF  CONTEXTS  : 

From  Xew-Tork  to  Kansas.  South  PaM  to  Bridger. 

Notes  on  Kansas.  From  Bridger  to  Salt  Lake. 

Summing  up  on  Kansas.  Two  Ilours  with  Brigham  Young. 

On  the  Plains.  The  Mormons  and  Mormonism. 

The  Home  of  the  Buffalo.  Salt  Lake  and  its  Environs. 

Last  of  the  Buffalo.  The  Army  in  Utah. 

The  American  Desert.  From  Salt  Lake  to  Carson  Valley. 

Good  Bye  to  the  Desert.  Carson  Valley — The  Sierra  Nevada. 

The  Kansas  Gold  Diggings.  California  Mines  and  Mining. 

The  Plains — The  Mountains.  California — The  Yosemite. 

The  Gold  in  the  Rocky  Mountains.  California — The  Big  Tree?. 

"  Lo,  the  Poor  ludian."  California  Physically  considered. 

"Western  Characters.  California — Its  Resources. 

From  Denver  to  Laramie.  California — Summing  up. 

Laramie  to  South  Pass.  California — Final  Gleanings. 

Railroad  to  the  Pacific. 


Address         THE  TRIBUNE,  New-York. 


THE 

TRIBUNE  ALMANAC  FOR   1860 

COXTAINS: 

APPROPRIATIONS  BY  CONGRESS.  LEAP-YEAR. 

CABINET  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES.  OCCULTATIONS. 

CALENDARS  FOR  1860.  POSTAGE,   RATES  OF 

CHRONOLOGICAL  CYCLES.  PRESIDENT,   POPULAR   VOTE  FOR,    BY 

CONSTITUTION  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES.         STATES. 

DAY  AND  NIGHT,  LENGTH  OF  RETURNS  OF  ELECTIONS  ia  all  the  States 

ECLIPSES  FOR  1860.  holding  General  Elections  during  the  year 

EQUINOXES  AND  SOLSTICES  FOR  1860.  1859,  carefully  compiled  expressly  for  the 

EXECUTIVE  GOVERNMENT  OF  THE  UNI-        Tribune  Almanac,  and  compared  with  former 

TED  STATES.  elections  for  convenient  reference. 

GOVERNORS  OF  THE  STATES  AND  TER-     SEASONS,  DURATION  OF 

RIT0RIE3.  SENATE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

GOVERNMENTS  OF  EUROPE.  SLAVE  TRADE,  FOREIGN 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES   OF   THE     SOVEREIGNS  OF  EUROPE. 

UNITED   STATES.  STARS,  MORNING  AND  EVE^^NG 

ITALIAN  WAR,  SKETCH  OF    THE  STATE  GOVERNMENTS. 

KANSAS  IN  1859.  SUPREME  COURT,  JUDGES  OF 

LAND  FOR   THE  LANDLESS.  TIDES. 

MINISTERS      PLENIPOTENTIARY     AND     TREASURY  ESTIMATES  FOR  1860. 

MINISTERS  RESIDENT.  TRUE     TIME. 

Price  (postage  prepaid),  single  copies,  13  cents,  American  coin  ;  12  copies,  $1 ;  100  copies,  S3 
If  sent  by  Express,  $7  per  100;  13  copies  for  $1^ 
Orders,  accompanied  with  the  cash,  respectfully  solicited.     Address, 

THE  TRIBUNE,  New-York. 


EVERY  LAWYER  SHOULD  HAVE  A  COPY. 

THE  LEMMON  SLAYE  CASE. 


The  full  history  of  the  Lemmon  Slave  Case,  from  its  origin  to  its  final  decision  in  the  Court 
of  Appeals,  containing  the  opinion  of  Judge  Paine,  before  whom  the  case  was  first  heard,  the 
opinion  of  the  Supreme  Court,  the  points  and  arguments  of  Charles  O'Conor,  William  M.  Evarts 
and  Joseph  Blunt,  in  the  Court  of  Appeals,  and  the  opinions  of  Judge  Denio,  Wright,  and 
Clerke.  The  great  importance  of  the  legal  and  political  principles  involved,  the  boldness  with 
which  the  issues  were  made,  and  the  ability  with  which  the  argument  was  sustained  on  both 
sides,  render  this  one  of  the  most  significant  and  universally  interesting  trials  that  ever  took 
place  in  this  country.  Price  per  copy,  25  cents  ;  per  100,  $16.  If  sent  by  mail,  5  cents  in  ad- 
dition  must  be  sent  to  prepay  postage.     Terms  cash.     Address 

THE   TRIBUNE,  Tribune  Buildings,  New-York. 
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